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The child ars Lhe Rags nedla

furing his forsative years, the child is exbresely susssptibls ts laflusnces
af evary klnd. These Influences coptrlibute ln a wery large degree to the shaping
of his characier, the developmesnt of his intellect and the determimation of his
attitudes and bahavigur in later life.

In the developed countries, Ehe mana medin (particularly radic and televialan)
hawe ar enormcus influence on onildren. The ready arsilatility of cheap,
transiskarized radics moune that childeen [n the developing countrles are now Alas
exppaed bo pass medla influencen, nnd these Influences will undoubtedly Lncrecas
nrd npread to even Eho remotoat arens of the world in Ehe years bo come.

In view of thin, and bearing in @ilnd Enak we are living in an age which la
frequently describad as the "Commenlentienns Era®, it neecs Eo the Baha'l
Internatienal Community that 1k weuld be approaprlate, usoful and desirable for the
Convenkbion an the Righta of the Child b0 gonteain soce positive reforence to the
pass sedla and to the “rFole of the maha média in the 14Ce of the echild. (The cnly
referente to the sass medls curreably cantalned in the revised dralt conventicn
appearta in article T and deala solely with the poasible negative inflwences of
medis materiols on the child),

Viewed poasltively, the szas media (in global terss, nost notably the radio)
previde the moab potent =means of conveying Information to wast nuzbers of pecple.
Appropriste infor=ation conveysd im thls Eanner has the capacity to benefit
children in & large varloty of ways. Sush Ifnforsaticon, disseminated in the
apprepriate lehgudaged, =ould be sapeclally bereflclial to children who live In
repobe rural areas andfor ubo Are meabers of =inerity or indigencus groups.

We believe that the zasa medin {and again, radic would be of the widest
general application) have the rotentinl = nebt yeb fully realized = ko play a wital
role In cnlld welfare and develpopmant by {E8 quate a few exacples):

= dispeminating information to adulbs eoncarning ehild health, welfape
and developzent;

= mupporting, supplenentlng or enhapcing exlating progracees of education,
eapecially In reglons whers educational Facilitisa ars limiked;

= pramabing the preservation, enhoncesmant and recagnitlon of the cultural
heritage af “ha child;

= lnforming the child of the wider world of which he ia part, and thus
contributing to the attainment of the goals anumeratod in article LT
of the raviaed dralt convertlon.

Tochnologleal develepsents heve focilitsted =masn cossunication in wirtually
every part of the world. He believe thet the child hap the rlght to bepeflt
frem puch develapeents.
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For many reascns, Including these mentioned above, the Baha'i International
Community Feels that the Convention on the Rights of the Child ahould “ake =
positive view of the role of the mess oedis in the 11fs of the child. The
inciuslon af an erpandesd arcicle réluting Lo the sass medig s, in cur view,
porited by the enorscul benelits to be gerived froo child-opigntad mass media
activities, and by the fact that the potantisl of the zass pedia to beneflt the
world's children 15, as yet, largely untapped.

At the sase time, the Raha'il Internaticnal Coonunity fesls that tha ehild
requires protectlen t2oc *he negative Lnfluences resuiting from unrestralned use
of the mags medln (2ost potably by cesmerclsl interests producing non-educative
"adult® material) whicn, bezauau of Lhe child'e Eerder years and imsaturs
Judgeuent, may be injurlous to hic mentul or physcial healtn o be his aoalal,
spleitual or maral dovelapesnt,

The Baha'i Internationsl Compynity nas axqordingly pregared a propossd
revislon Lo article 9 of the ravimed dralt eanvenclon. This praposal, deveid of
any explanatory notes, was pubmitied ta the Working Jraug st ite apring L95% assalon
(ame docusent ESCH.4/19E5WG.17WP.2) but was not then eonsidered because artiels 9
wad not discupced ab theae eeselon.

The Baha'i Taternaticnal Cosmunlty's proposed Sext rosdn af Tollows:

"In order to onaure to tha ehiild enjoyment of toe Beaelits of mass
sopnunication aystems, the Stales partios to ths pressat Coovention
ahall:

{3} Enceursgs moas mef.n agenclier o Qissecinate infoemmation
designed to procct: the hesloh apns welfare of thn ornild and the upbringing
gf the zhild in the apisrit o0 article 17:

{bi Encourage miss oedfin sgercies to cipsemirate =aterial of social
and cultural cenelir o Lhe ¢hild and, as acpropriate, to develop and
disassinate progracaes dealpgosd Bc support, supplément &r enhance exiating
progracanes of education znd inkrodute nev progracses dealgned to expand
educational opportunities for Bha child;

te) Encourage mana medla agenciea to dissesinate their child-orlented
pragrac=es ack only In the efielss larvuigeis) of the State but alas in
the languageisl of the Jtate's mirority and Indigenous groups;

(2] Encourage interaatians] co-aperation in the pradustien, exchango
and dlassnination of child=orlonted raterial Frop s diveraity of eultirsl
ane patl 9al sources;

{#} Encourage maps netin agentles to develop zuldelinfes Lo protect
the child from wraitied, printed, audle or visual materisl injerious bo
hla phyaical or mentcl haalth or to his sscial, apiritual or moral welle
being, bearing in eind that, in sscordance with article B, the primary
responsibliity for sush protectios rests with the parents or guardians af
the ehild, "



