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The meeting was c a l l e d to order a t 3 .05 p.m. 

..QUESTION OF .THE'HUMAN RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO ANY FORM OF DETENTION 
OR IMPRISONMENT, IN PARTICULAR: 

QUESTION OF ENFORCED OR INVOLUNTARY DISAPPEARANCES (agéhda'item 10 (b)') 
(continued) (E/CN.4/1983/14; E/CN.4/1285; E/CN.4/1409; " Ë/CN.4/142?; 
E/CN.4/1493; E/CN-,4/K!GO/213; E/CN .4/Sub .2/1982/15 ; E/CN.4/WG .1/WP .1) 

1. Mr. SOFFER (Observer f o r Israel),..speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t o f r e p l y , 
s a i d t h a t i t was i r o n i c to hear the Observer f o r S y r i a , a country which b l a t a n t l y 
v i o l a t e d the fundamental precepts of the Geneva Convention and many other 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l humanitarian norms, préiáching to o t h e r s . The S y r i a n regime refused 
to i d e n t i f y the bodies o f I s r a e l i solç^iers i t claimed to have b u r i e d . In c o n t r a s t , 
the Government o f I s r a e l had provided the i n t e r n a t i o n a l Red Cross with the complete 
l i s t o f a l l A l Ansar detainees and f u l l l i s t s of the 250 S y r i a n p r i s o n e r s whom 
I s r a e l was w i l l i n g to exchange f o r a l l • o a p t u r e d and missing I s r a e l i s o l d i e r s , 
li i h i l e I s r a e l was f i r m l y committed to a l l .'humanitarian p r i n c i p l e s , S y r i a continued 
stubbornly to refuse to f u l f i l : I t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s . 

2 . In i t s most recent r e p o r t . Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l had r e f e r r e d to i t s main 
concerns - the wide.powers of a r r e s t and d e t e n t i o n o f ths S y r i a n .Government, 
summary procedures i n t r i a l s o f p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s by State s e c u r i t y and m i l i t a r y 
c o u r t s , the use 6f t b r t u r e and the death penalty." 

5. His de l e g a t i o n was perplexed that the Commission on Human Rights adopted a 
lar g e number of r e s o l u t i o n s condemning I s r a e l but r e f r a i n e d from c a l l i n g upon S y r i a 
to f u l f i l i t s most b a s i c humanitarian o b l i g a t i o n s . 

4 . . . The-,representatives of the Arab world, a l l Manifested an i r r a t i o n a l .hatred 
a g a i n s t I s r a e l , but that champion of human r i g h t s , the repi^esentatiye of the,: 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, had e x c e l l e d h i m s e l f . That country had been repeatedly 
comdemned.by Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l for, a multitude of huraaQ. r i g h t s , t r a n s g r e s s i o n s 
inclücíiñg the imprisonment of p r i s o n e r s of conscience, long-term incommunicado 
dete n t i o n of p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , inadequate l e g a l safeguards.; i n - p o l i t i c a l t r i a i s , . 
tortuí'S and i n s u f f i c i e n t , raedi-oal care f o r p r i s o n e r s , e x t r a - i l e g a l executions and-. 
tH'ê'cîëath pen a l t y . Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l had been viorking f o r the r e l e a s e of 
74 p r i s o n e r s of conscience from the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, and continued to 
r e c e i v e reports of t o r t u r e and i l l - t r e a t m e n t o f p r i s o n e r s , under the a u t h o r i t y o f 
the i n t e l l i g e n c e s e r v i c e s and r e v o l u t i o n a r y committees i n T r i p o l i and Behghazr. 

5 . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Bangladesh, who was i n the h a b i t of approaching human 
r i g h t s i s s u e s very s e l e c t i v e l y , should use h i s s t a t u s i n the Commission t o make a 
c o n s t r u c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n to the cause o f human r i g h t s by probing i n t o the p o l i c i e s 
of h i s Government and other c o u n t r i e s which p e r s i s t e n t l y and f l a g r a n t l y v i o l a t e d 
iiuman.. r i g h t s . . 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION.ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF INTOLERANCE 
AND OF DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RELIGION OR BELIEF (agenda item 25) (continued) 
(E/CN:4/1985/54 and Add.l; E/CN.4/1983/L.68) 

б,.:.-- -Mr.... MAHALLATI (Observer for. Iran) , spea-king i n e x e r c i s e o f ' t h e r i g h t o f r e p l y 
to a l l e g a t i o n s o f r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e made against I r a n , s a i d t h a t i t was .. . 
imperative f o r the Commission to r e f e r to the d e f i n i t i o n s of a r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t y 
given by the Sub-Commission on. D i s c r i m i n a t i o n . a n d P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s i n i t s 
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Study on the r i g h t s of persons belonging to e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s and l i n g u i s t i c 
m i n o r i t i e s (E/CN .4/Sub .2/384/Rev.1); none of those d e f i n i t i o n s covered the Baha'i 
p o l i t i c a l group. I t was not f o r the de l e g a t i o n o f the Netherlands to consider 
the Baha'i group as a r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t y . The problem was not r e l i g i o u s but 
p o e t i c a l ; the Baha'i community conducted immoral a c t i v i t i e s under the cover of 
r e l i g i o n . He wished to remind the Netherlands d e l e g a t i o n t h a t the p r o h i b i t i o n 
of the a c t i v i t i e s of some r e l i g i o u s s e c t s i n Europe, i n c l u d i n g the Netherlands, 
had been under se r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the European Parliament. I t should a l s o 
be asked what measures the Government of the Netherlands had taken regarding a i d 
to the P r e t o r i a regime, which p r a c t i s e d an inhuman p o l i c y of r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
and v/hether the Netherlands People's Union., whose a c t i v i t i e s had been recognized as 
con t r a r y . t o a r t i c l e 4.(b) of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of 
All.Forms of R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , s t i l l e x i s t e d ; 

7. As had been s a i d before, the a c t i v i t i e s o f the Baha'is were contrary to the 
p u b l i c order and morals of I r a n i a n s o c i e t y . Their membership of a p o l i t i c a l group 
d i d not. exempt them from implementation of the law, but they had never been 
subjected to persecution or detention f o r t h e i r f a i t h . 

8 . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Netherlands had f o r the second time accused I r a n o f 
r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e , Ьесацзе of h i s personal f r i e n d s h i p with the Baha'i p o l i t i c a l 
group; a t the previous meeting he had gone beyond the l i m i t s of i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of a country. 

9 . .Mr> 0'DONOVAN (Ire l a n d ) . r e c a l l e d that the proclamation by the General Assembly 
at i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h : se s s i o n of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of 
Intole r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f had been the 
con c l u s i o n o f 20 years of eff o r t . . Standards now e x i s t e d f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f 
persons o r group.s. of persons against d i s c r i m i n a t i o n based on r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f , 
and the r i g h t o f parents to gi v e t h e i r c h i l d r e n a moral education and th a t o f 
r e l i g i o u s congregations to p r a c t i s e t h e i r r e l i g i o n and to a v a i l themselves of the 
means necessary f o r t h a t purpose had been e x p l i c i t l y recognized. 

1 0 . While the standards and provisj-ons of the D e c l a r a t i o n were c l e a r and p r a c t i c a l , 
i t might be asked what.they could, do to di m i n i s h i n t o l e r a n c e of r e l i g i o n i n the 
world. No one would b e l i e v e t h a t i n t o l e r a n c e and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n on grounds of 
r e l i g i o n were going to end because o f the proclamation o f the D e c l a r a t i o n , but i t 
might be hoped t h a t i t would provide food f o r thought, serve to p r o t e c t those i n 
need of p r o t e c t i o n and exert a s t e a d i l y growing i n f l u e n c e . 

1 1 . The Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l i n i t s d e c i s i o n 1982/138 had requested the 
Secretary-General to i s s u e a pamphlet c o n t a i n i n g the t e x t o f the D e c l a r a t i o n i n 
the s i x o f f i c i a l languages of the United Nations s i n c e i t had only been issued i n 
some. That omission should be r e c t i f i e d as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e , s i n c e the 
persuasive i n f l u e n c e of the D e c l a r a t i o n obviously depended a great deal on p u b l i c 
knowledge of the p r o v i s i o n s ^ i t c o n t a i n e d . 

1 2 . . In the l i g h t of General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 5 7 / I 8 7 , i n which the Commission 
on Human Rights was requested.,to consider what measures might be necessary t o 
implement the D e c l a r a t i o n and. .to encourage understanding, .tolerance and respect i n 
matters r e l a t i n g to. fr.eedorji. of r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f , h i s d e l e g a t i o n and others had ; 
requested the i n c l u s i o n of an item on r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e , i n : t h e agenda of the 
Commission. 
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15. While d e c l a r a t i o n s were not l e g a l l y b i n d i n g instruments, they were nevertheless 
a solemn act on the par t o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and t h e i r p r o v i s i o n s might 
i n time become part of'the body of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. Since i t was not the f i r s t 
d e c l a r a t i o n which the General Assembly had proclaimed, i t s inplementation r a i s e d no 
new problems. I t would be u s e f u l to undertake a comprehensive and thorough study of 
the current dimensions of the problem o f i n t o l e r a n c e and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n based on 
r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f . His de l e g a t i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y welcomed the proposal by the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s i n 
r e s o l u t i o n 1982/28 t h a t i t would be appr o p r i a t e t o update the study of d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 
measures i n the sphere of r e l i g i o u s freedom. As a f i r s t step the Commission could 
a u t h o r i z e the Sub-Commission to undertake t h a t study, t a k i n g account o f the r e p o r t 
which the Sub-Commission had requested from the Secretary-General and being guided 
by the terms of the D e c l a r a t i o n i t s e l f . 

14., The D e c l a r a t i o n was not s o l e l y concerned w i t h expressions of r e l i g i o u s 
i n t o l e r a n c e and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ; the preamble s t a t e d t h a t i t was e s s e n t i a l "to 
promote understanding, t o l e r a n c e and respect i n matters r e l a t i n g to freedom of 
r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f " . According to the author of the study which the Sub-Commission 
intended to update, the notion o f t o l e r a n c e was present i n a l l c i v i l i z a t i o n s and had 
a h i s t o r y i n a l l the great r e l i g i o n s . The promotion of understanding, t o l e r a n c e and 
respect i n matters r e l a t i n g to.freedom of r e l i g i o n and b e l i e f , t h e r e f o r e , would 
f u l f i l the purposes of the United Nations as set out i n a r t i c l e 1 of the Charter, and 
would a l s o create circumstances i n which a c t i o n would not be necessary - as i t 
c u r r e n t l y was - to p r o t e c t persons a g a i n s t r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e . His d e l e g a t i o n • 
considered t h a t . s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n should be devoted t o th a t p o s i t i v e aspect o f the 
De c l a r a t i o n and proposed that the Secretary-General should hold a seminar to consider 
t h a t q u e s t i o n , a t which the p a r t i c i p a n t s should r e f l e c t a l l the p r i n c i p a l 
c i v i l i z a t i o n s , r e l i g i o n s and streams of thought i n the world; many noh-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h the matter should a l s o take p a r t , and a l l i n t e r e s t e d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , l i k e the World Co u n c i l o f Churches, should be i n v i t e d t o comment.' 

15. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights s p e c i f i c a l l y d e a l t w i t h 
freedom; of thought, conscience and r e l i g i o n , but th a t v;as not the case with the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Fortes of R a c i a l D i s c r i r a i n a t i o r i or 
the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Against Women, which had a d i r e c t 
bearing on the s u b j e c t of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n on the grounds of r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f . I t 
would be d e s i r a b l e f o r major statements o f p r i n c i p l e ' by the General Assembly i n th a t 
regard to be brought to the a t t e n t i o n o f the bodies r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the implementation 
of conventions other than the Covenant, such as the Human Rights Committee, the 
Committee on the E l i m i n a t i o n of R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and the Committee on the 
E l i m i n a t i o n of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Against Women. 

16. A l l those p o i n t s were r e f l e c t e d i n d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1985/L.68; h i s 
d e l e g a t i o n , which was one o f the I6 sponsors, would welcome the coinrnertts of 
de l e g a t i o n s , and e s p e c i a l l y t h e i r ideas f o r the implementation of the Declaration'. 

17. The comments by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour Organisation and the O f f i c e of the High 
Commissioner f o r Refugees (E/CN.4/1985/54 and Adda) were very i n t e r e s t i n g . For the' 
UNHCR, the proclamation o f the D e c l a r a t i o n would c o n t r i b u t e to the e l i m i n a t i o n o f 
c o n d i t i o n s which prevented persons from re q u e s t i n g the p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r bountry of 
o r i g i n and forced them to become refugees. His d e l e g a t i o n was a l s o pleased t h a t the 
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour Organisation had i n d i c a t e d i t s w i l l i n g n e s s to c o n t r i b u t e to any 
s p e c i a l programme which the United Nations might undertake f o r the purpose of the 
implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n . Equally important i n that regard v/as the r o l e of 
UNESCO, which had already done notable work on the questions of p r e j u d i c e , i n t o l e r a n c e , 
racism and a p a r t h e i d . His del e g a t i o n hoped th a t UNESCO could submit w r i t t e n 
observations to the Sub-Commission by i t s next s e s s i o n . 

1 8 . Mr. LIGAIRI ( F i j i ) noted t h a t i n 1981 the General Assembly had proclaimed the 
De c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of Intol e r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f , r e a f f i r m i n g the b e l i e f of people throughout the world 
i n the moral r o l e of the United Nations. 

1 9 . The i n h a b i t a n t s of F i j i were of many races and f a i t h s ; a l l the major world 
r e l i g i o n s were represented there and t h e i r f o l l o w e r s had been able to l i v e 
harmoniously f o r many years without i n t o l e r a n c e or d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . F i j i was a un i t e d 
country where j u s t i c e , harmony and to l e r a n c e reigned. 

2 0 . I t s C o n s t i t u t i o n protected r e l i g i o u s freedom and i t s i n h a b i t a n t s were able to 
propagate and maintain t h e i r f a i t h or to have none a t a l l . The key to r e l i g i o u s 
dialogue was understanding. At present, Moslems, Hindus, Jews, Buddhists, members of 
i-.he Baha'i f a i t h , Sikhs and C h r i s t i a n s were meeting and were l i s t e n i n g to and 
quest i o n i n g one another. In F i j i , i n t e r - f a i t h acts of worship were o f t e n h e l d , 
h e l p i n g adherents of d i f f e r i n g r e l i g i o n s to t r u s t and to know one another. Despite 
a d i f f e r i n g understanding of God and man, d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o n s had a g e n e r a l l y 
u n i f y i n g r a t h e r than d i v i s i v e f o r c e . 

2 1 . The adoption of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of Intolerance 
and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f had not solved the problem of 
r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e , g l a r i n g cases of which continued to e x i s t . I t was r e g r e t t a b l e 
t h a t Governments i n c e r t a i n parts of the world were determined to pursue t h e i r 
remorseless campaign to er a d i c a t e m i n o r i t y groups s o l e l y because of t h e i r r e l i g i o u s 
b e l i e f s . There was no lack of examples of Governments which sought to impose a 
p a r t i c u l a r r e l i g i o n on the e n t i r e n a t i o n . That phenomenon was not new but had 
g r e a t l y increased i n s c a l e during the l a s t twelve months. I s o l a t e d and unprotected, 
m i n o r i t y r e l i g i o u s groups were c o n t i n u a l l y used as scapegoats during times of 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l u n r e s t . 

2 2 . I t was i n order to end the a t r o c i o u s a c t s s y s t e m a t i c a l l y perpetrated to suppress 
and e r a d i c a t e m i n o r i t y r e l i g i o u s groups and provide moral a u t h o r i t y t h a t the 
De c l a r a t i o n had been drawn up, and the del e g a t i o n of F i j i had s t r o n g l y supported i t 
f o r t hat reason. Deeply committed to the p r o t e c t i o n of the fundamental r i g h t to 
r e l i g i o u s freedom, F i j i hoped t h a t the Commission would spare no e f f o r t to achieve 
the noble aims proclaimed i n th a t h i s t o r i c document. Freedom of r e l i g i o n was a r i g h t 
of humanity,,; independent o f and p r i o r to the prer o g a t i v e s of S t a t e s . 

2 5 . Mr. BERNS (United States of America) s a i d that he was g r a t e f u l to the 
del e g a t i o n of I r e l a n d f o r having taken the lead i n preparing d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN . 4 / 1 9 8 5/L . 6 8 . While the Commission's i n f l u e n c e i n the sphere of 
p r o t e c t i o n against v i o l a t i o n s of c e r t a i n human r i g h t s was r e s t r i c t e d , i t could be 
profound where r e l i g i o u s freedom was concerned. In a great many c o u n t r i e s 
e l i m i n a t i o n of r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n could take place without 
s i g n i f i c a n t p o l i t i c a l r e v e r b e r a t i o n s . His de l e g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e hoped th a t the d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n would be adopted and p r a c t i c a l steps taken to ensure i t s implementation. 
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2 4 , Mr. KDJÜÍI (Togo) s a i d that the i n c l u s i o n of item 25 i n the agenda r e f l e c t e d the 
d e s i r e of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l communily f o r implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n on?.the : 
E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of In t o l e r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n ; Based on R e l i g i o n or 
B e l i e f , That Declaration', which s t r e s s e d a p a r t i c u l a r ; aspect of human r i g h t s , 
r i ^ t l y r e c a l l e d that r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f was a fujidaJaental element f o r anyone who 
professed e i t h e r . G e n e r a l l y speaking, man soгдфt f u l f i l m e n t t h r o u ^ the a p p l i c a t i o n 
of values d e r i v i n g from h i s r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f , whatever i t m i ^ t be. To endeavour 
to prevent him from a c h i e v i n g t h a t was to v i o l a t e one of h i s e s s e n t i a l a t t r i b u t e s . 
Yet such v i o l a t i o n s , a gainst i n d i v i d \ i a l s or groups, were witnessed d a i l y , 

2 5 , There had been ••lamentable instances of such v i o l a t i o n s , which had sometimes 
provoked wars and the d e s t r u c t i o n of human l i f e , throughout h i s t o r y . T r i b u t e should 
be p a i d to the authors of the Charter, who had made p r o v i s i o n f o r a v e r t i n g such 
v i o l a t i o n s , and to the United Nations, which had adopted important i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l e g a l instruments, p a r t i c u l a r l y the- U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i ^ t s y . a r t i c l e 18 
of; Mhldh' on freedom of t h o u ^ t arid r e l i g i o n had been incoarporated, i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i i and P o l i t i c a l R i ^ t s , 

2 6 , I t had, however, to be noted t h a t instances of p e r s e c u t i o n on the grounds of 
r e l i g i o n or personal b e l i e f s were a t present s t i l l vei^'- frequent,' Flarçy people were 
refu s e d jobs because they belonged to c e r t a i n persuasions or r e l i g i o n s , or were 
even q u i t e s i n g l y executed, l i k e the Bahta'is. 

2 7 , Without embarking on an exhaustive a n a i y s i s of a l l the measures which would 
l e a d to the e f f e c t i v e implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n o f A l l 
Forms of Int o l e r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f , h i s 
d e l e g a t i o n wished to make some b r i e f comments. Togo, a country of peace and 
dialogue', had enshrined respect f o r p h i l o s o p h i c a l and r e l i g i o u s freedoms i n 
a r t i c l e 6 of i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n . A varie-ty of r e l i g i o n s and sect s e x i s t e d alongside 
each 'othier i n Togo i n a s p i r i t of t o l e r a n c e . The Head of Sta t e h i m s e l f i l l u s t r a t e d 
t h a t t o l e r a n c e b j a t t e n d i n g s e r v i c e s organized by the three main r e l i g i o u s trends -
P r o t e s t a n t , C a t h o l i c and Moslem, One measure might be to i n v i t e p o l i t i c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s t o take p a r t i n r e l i g i o u s ceremonies other than those of t h e i r own 
b e l i e f s . With the a s s i s t a n c e of the United Nations, s o c i o l o g i c a l surveys should 
f i r s t be undertaken a t -the n a t i o n a l l e v e l so t h a t the competent a u t h o r i t i e s could 
l e a r n how t h e i r c i t i z e n s behaved w i t h regard to the question of respect f o r freedom 
of r e l i g i o n and b e l i e f . 

28, ' The r e s x i l t s of such sxjrveys would help to determine the measures to be taken 
both to combat i n t o l e r a n d e and to prevent i t . With a view to the former, States 
shotild i h c o r p o r a t e r e l e v a n t p r o v i s i o n s i n t h e i r l e g i s l a t i o n together w i t h sanctions 
a g a i n s t persons found g u i l t y of d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p r a c t i c e s . T h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n would 
be given widespread p u b l i c i t y so as to make -Ше e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n av;are ' a i - the 
i s s u e . F or i t s p a r t , the United Nations S e c r e t a r i a t should continue tp епёгдге that 
no such d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p r a c t i c e s e x i s t e d w i t h i n i t s ô wn sei'vices and s a n c t i o n those 
who engaged i n them, 

2 9 , I n the area of pr e v e n t i o n , a c t i o n was r e q u i r e d through i n f o r m a t i o n , t e a c h i n g 
and education. Information campaigns must be undertaken n a t i o n a l l y aind 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y w i t h the a i d of the mass media i n order to p u b l i c i z e the contents 
of the De c l a r a i t i o n , States not i n a p o s i t i o n to imdertake such campaigns rshould • 
be given U n i t e d .Nations a s s i s t a n c e . C i v i c education co'urses should- 'be i n s t i t u t e d 
or -encouraged, s t r e s s i n g "the e v i l s of i n t o l e r a n c e and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . Those 
pre v e n t i o n -measures idould be combined w i t h an-bi-discrimination measures and -the 
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U n i t e d Nations i t s e l f should organize seminars and p u b l i s h the D e c l a r a t i o n i n a l l 
languages. The education of c h i l d r e n and young people would seem an e s s e n t i a l 
means of making the s o c i e t y o f tomorrow more t o l e r a n t i n r e l i g i o u s matters. I t was 
the duty of parents and educators to guide the behaviour of those c i t i z e n s of the 
fu t u r e w i t h a view to c r e a t i n g a more u n i t e d s o c i e t y . 

5 0 . André Malraux had s a i d that the tv^enty-f i r s t century would e i t h e r be or would 
not be r e l i g i o u s . People could make the t w e n t y - f i r s t centtwy more homogeneous i f 
they r e f i n e d t h e i r approach and modified t h e i r behaviour. People must become aware 
of t h e i r bond w i t h humanity by showing t o l e r a n c e and s o l i d a r i t y so as to b u i l d a 
world of l o v e , peace and f r a t e r n i t y where human r i ^ t s would have acquired t h e i r 
f u l l meaning. 

51. Mr. BYKOY (Union of S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t Republics) s a i d t h a t h i s . d e l e g a t i o n had 
taken p a r t i n the adoption by the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h s e s s i o n of 
the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of In t o l e r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f . The General Assembly had been able to adopt that 
D e c l a r a t i o n without a vote because i n t e n s i v e c o n s u l t a t i o n s had. made i t p o s s i b l e to 
f i l l some gaps i n the o r i g i n a l d r a f t submitted by the Commission, which had not 
respected the p r i n c i p l e of consensus.. 

52. Some delegations had endeavoured to put foníard a u n i l a t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of the D e c l a r a t i o n or give i t s p e c i a l s t a t u s by p l a c i n g i t on the same f o o t i n g as 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i ^ t s i n o p p o s i t i o n ; to other 
documents. They had probably not done so i n t e n t i o n a l l y . As the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of I r e l a n d had pointed out, the Declaration,was not a b i n d i n g l e g a l instrument but 
a solemn statement c o n t a i n i n g a number of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s u n l i k e the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i ^ i t s , which was b i n d i n g on States which had . 
r a t i f i e d i t . 

55. When the D e c l a r a t i o n had been adopted, some delegations had s t r e s s e d that 
freedom of t h o u ^ t and conscience i n c l u d e d the r i g h t of expression, as w e l l as the 
r i ^ t tO'have no r e l i g i o n and to make propaganda f o r atheism. I f the D e c l a r a t i o n 
were taken " l i t e r a l l y , without tendentious . i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , and i n the l i g h t of the 
I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Ri¿its, no one shoTild be subj e c t to 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n on the grounds e i t h e r of r e l i g i o n or of atheism, 

54. The S o v i e t Union was a p a r t y to the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l R i ^ t s and had f u l f i l l e d a l l the o b l i g a t i o n s incumbent on i t i n t h a t 
regard, p a r t i c i i l a r l y concerning freedom of thought and r e l i g i o n . That p o l i c y had 
been confirmed i n the d i s c u s s i o n s which had talcen p l a c e i n the Commission concerning 
the r e p o r t submitted by the S o v i e t Union on the implementation of the I n t e m a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . P r o v i s i o n was made i n S o v i e t l e g i s l a t i o n 
f o r the e x e r c i s e of the r i ^ t to freedom of conscience and a r t i c l e s 54»-59 and 52 
of the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the S o v i e t Union provided f o r the r i ^ t to have or not to 
have a r e l i g i o n , the r i ^ t to freedom of worship and to a t h e i s t i c propaganda, 
and f o r the e q t i a l i t y of a l l c i t i z e n s and a l l r e l i g i o n s before the law. The r i ^ f 
to f r e e expression of r e l i g i o u s or n o n - r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s was not subj e c t to any 
r e s t r i c t i o n and the Sta t e d i d not i n t e r f e r e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of the churches. 
S o v i e t l e g i s l a t i o n imposed no r e s t r i c t i o n on the r i ^ t s of b e l i e v e r s , and b e l i e v e r s 
and non-believers were p r o t e c t e d from the p o s s i b l e h o s t i l i t y of other r e l i g i o u s 
groups. R e f u s i n g anyone a job on r e l i g i o u s grounds was p r o h i b i t e d on p a i n of 
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punishment by law. B e l i e v e r s and non-believers were c i t i z e n s equal i n law, engaged 
together i n the b u i l d i n g ; o f a: new s o c i e t y . No church was forbidden and a l l r e l i g i o u s 
p r a c t i c e s were p r o t e c t e d , provided t h a t t h ^ were not harmful to h e a l t h , 

55« More than.20,000 r e l i g i o u s communities e x i s t e d i n the S o v i e t Union, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g some 40 r e l i g i o n s and r e l i g i o u s trends. R e l i g i o u s a s s o c i a t i o n s had 
tli e r i ^ t to p u b l i s h religioTOS works, "ТЬе Russian Orthodox Church p u b l i s h e d a 
monthly b - u l l e t i n , t h e o l o g i c a l works, a r e l i g i o u s calendar, e t c . The B i b l e , the 
Holy Gospels, and the Koran were a l s o p u b l i s h e d as w e l l as the Moslem l u n a r calendar. 
There were s i x Orthodox seminaries, two Roman C a t h o l i c seminaries, a Moslem acadençy 
and a Jewish s c h o o l . The Armenian A p o s t o l i c Church and ttie Georgian Chvirch a l s o 
had a seminaiy and courses were organized by the B a p t i s t and E v a n g e l i c a l churches. 
The r i s e i n the standard of l i v i n g i n the S o v i e t Union, however, meant th a t the 
po p u l a t i o n was i n c r e a s i n g l y moving away from r e l i g i o n . That was an o b j e c t i v e 
process, ••• 

56. The S o v i e t d e l e g a t i o n r e g r e t t e d t h a t the Netherlands had made u n f a i r a t t a c k s 
on some c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g the S o v i e t Union, and c a t e g o r i c a l l y r e j e c t e d i t s 
slanderous and unfounded a l l e g a t i o n s . There was no reason to b e l i e v e t h a t 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n based on r e l i g i o n o r b e l i e f d i d not e x i s t i n c e r t a i n Western c o u n t r i e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the Netherlands. 

37. Mr^ BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) s a i d t h a t h i s d e l e ^ t i o n had taken p a r t i n the d r a f t i n g of 
the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of I n t o l e r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f and was prepared to co-operate, i f necessary, i n 
d r a f t i n g a convention on t h a t s u b j e c t , but found i t d i f f i c u l t to accept the id e a 
that the Commission could review the a p p l i c a t i o n of the D e c l a r a t i o n every y e a r or 
every two yearsv I f the Commission were made r e s p o n s i b l e f o r monitoring the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the D e c l a r a t i o n , why s h o u l d . i t not be respónsiЪle f o r i n o n i t d r i n g the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of a l l other d e c l a r a t i o n s already adopted? 

3 8 . Mr. GASMI (Liby a n Arab JamaJiirlya) v/elcomed the Secretary-General's r e p o r t on 
the intpléffientation of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of I n t o l e r a n c e 
and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n -Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f ( E / C N . 4 / 1 9 8 3 / 3 4 and A d d . l ) . 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n based on r e l i g i o n was an i n s u l t to the d i g n i t y of mankind and a 
negation of the Charter. I t should be condemned as a v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s 
as d e f i n e d i n the Charter, the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n on Human R i ^ t s and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on human r i g j . i t s , and an obs t a c l e to the development of 
p e a c e f u l r e l a t i o n s between human beings. The r i ^ t to e q u a l i t y i n employment, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , was a b a s i c p r i n c i p l e of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour Or g a n i s a t i o n 
proclaimed i n the P h i l a d e l p h i a D e c l a r a t i o n of 1944 and enshrined i n 
Recommendation No. I l l concerning D i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n Respect of Employment and 
Occupation, without d i s c r i m i n a t i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y on the grounds of r e l i g i o n , which 
had been r a t i f i e d by 102 coxmtries, 

3 9 . The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya considered t h a t the condemnation of a l l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n on the grounds.of r e l i g i o n was a r e a s s e r t i o n of the f a c t t h a t b a s i c a l l y 
•йгеге was no d i f f e r e n c e between one r e l i g i o n and another. I t was Ьгнпап beings 
themselves who had introduced c e r t a i n d i f f e r e n c e s or even f a l s i f i e d d i v i n e messages 
f o r i d e o l o g i c a l and r a c i s t purposes. A l l r e l i g i o n s based on the Torah, -the B i b l e 
and the Koran a s p i r e d to the u n i t y of mankind. There were no d i f f e r e n c e s between 
races, except perhaps that.some were b e l i e v e r s and others not. 

http://should.it
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4 0 . ...Some countries had f a l s i f i e d those messages f o r p u r e l y p o l i t i c a l reasons. 
That was the case of the Z i o n i s t e n t i t y , v/hich claimed to.base i t s e l f on the Torah 
so as to a s s e r t that the Jews v\/er e God ' s Chosen People. • That .was an erroneous 
r a c i s t b e l i e f and zionisui had been condemned by the General -Assembly as э form o f , . 
v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s . Zionispi v i o l a t e d a l l human r i g h t s and a l l fundamental 
freedoms i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s and i n c e r t a i n neighbouring Arab S t a t e s . -
At Jerusalem Z i o n i s t s had burned mosques and churches and everyone was aware of 
the crimes p e i p e t r a t e d by the Z i o n i s t e n t i t y a t K u n e i t r a . 

41. I-Ir. BERNS (United States of America), speaking on a p o i n t of order, s a i d he 
found i t p o r a d o x i c a l t h a t the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya should 
make out-of-place comments on Judaism during a. debate on r e l i g i o u s t o l e r a n c e . 

4 2 . . Mr. GASMI (Libyan Arab Jp.mahiriya) said- that he was not a t t a c k i n g Judaism as a. 
r e l i g i o n but merely the Z i o n i s t p r a c t i c e s . w h i c h c o n t r a d i c t e d the teachings o f the 
Torah. There could be no d i f f e r e n c e between C h r i s t i a n i t y , Judaism and Islam, 
since there was only one God. 

43. Unmistakable evidence e x i s t e d of the crimes perpetrated i n Lebanon, v/here 
Z i o n i s t f o r c e s had attacked churches and mosques and sought to sovj d i s c o r d among 
the Moslem and C h r i s t i a n peoples v/ho had been c o e x i s t i n g i n peace. Since the Arabs 
v;ere ..'also Semites, he wondered how they could be the enemies of the Jev/ish people. 
I t \ie.s Z ionism that was a r a c i s t movement. 

44» I f the United S t a t e s was s i n c e r e , i t would not supply a i d to c e r t a i n elements 
i n Afghanistan, nor would i t a i d the Z i o n i s t e n t i t y to a n n i h i l a t e Moslem 
po p u l a t i o n s , as had been the cese at Sabra and C h a t i l a , . or persecute black Moslems 
i n the United S t a t e s . 

45 ' Mgr. ROVIDA (Observer f o r the Holy See) said t h a t i n the face of the t r a g i c 
v i c i s s i t u d e s of modern times the hum.an conscience emerged i n a l l i t s s p i r i t u a l nnd 
r e l i g i o u s . f u l l n e s s to advance the major c&uses of peace and j u s t i c e i n order to 
make the-'viiorld more v;elcoming and more human. In t h a t regard, he quoted the 
t h i r d paragraph of the preamble of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms 
of Intolerance and of ] ) i s c r i m i n a t i o n Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f . 

46. A glance &t a l l the instruments o f -the United Nations and of other 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s concerning the issue under c o n s i d e r a t i o n l e d to the conclusion that, 
human r i g h t s had t h e i r o r i g i n i n man's dign i t y , _ w h i c h he held from God alone. 
Furthermore, l i b e r t y was inherent i n m a n гпа consequently i n a l i e n a b l e and i n v i o l a b l e ; 
hence the u n i v e r s a l v.alue of human r i g h t s . That meant t h a t man could.experience 
h i s d i g n i t y as a s p i r i t u a l and r e l i g i o u s being as long as no one d i s t u r b e d • h i s 
a c t i v i t y as a f r e e being, a r e s p o n s i b l e p r o t a g o n i s t of s o c i e t y i n observance of the 
common' good. I t was not p o s s i b l e to proceed down from the o t a t e or the 
c o l l e c t i v i t y to -the i n d i v i d u n l , i n t h a t r e l i g i o u s freedom rested b a s i c a l l y on the 
i n t a n g i b l e r i g h t ' o f . a l l men w i t h i n t h e i r own o r i g i n a l d i g n i t y . 

47» His d e l e g a t i o n v/ished to make some c l a r i f i c a t i o n s concerning the idea of 
i n t o l e r a n c e . • Intolerance was considered to be a, h o s t i l e a t t i t u d e v/hich l e d to 
hatred and condemnation Of d i s p l e a s i n g aspects of the opinions or conduct of other 
persons, and even to p e r s e c u t i o n , v;ith the inex'itable consequence of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 
In the D e c l a r a t i o n under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , of which he r e f e r r e d to a r t i c l e s 5 --nd 4 , 
i n t o l e r a n c e v;as presented p r e c i s e l y as an e v i l v;hich must be e l i m i n a t e d from i t s 
very r o o t . The D e c l a r a t i o n v/as not content to recoiTimend the e l i m i n a t i o n of a l l 
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forms of i n t o l e r a n c e and merely propose t o l e r a n c e , the promotion of which sometimes 
re q u i r e d a gradual approach. I t went f u r t h e r i n r e f e r r i n g to ''universel respect 
f o r and observance of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms", which went f a r beyond 
any c o n s i d e r a t i o n of understanding anà tolerence and was a goal to be achieved by 
a l l persons and S t a t e s , i n v o l v i n g the r e c o g n i t i o n , e x e r c i s e and enjoyment of the 
r i g h t of r e l i g i o u s freedom on a b a s i s of e q u a l i t y w i t h a l l other humsn r i g h t s . 

4 8 . L i k e the Roman C a t h o l i c Church, the i n t e m a t i o n ? I community had i n r e c e n t years 
turned to the t o p i c of human r i g h t s , p c r t i c u l a r l y that of r e l i g i o u s freedom, and 
the r i g h t to freedom of thought, conscience and r e l i g i o n had now acquired a l e g a l as 
v e i l as a moral valu e . 

49» Despite the progress achieved since the proclamation of the U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n , i t must be recognized that respect f o r human r i g h t s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y 
the r i g h t to r e l i g i o u s freedom, was s t i l l f a r from being u n i v e r s a l . Î-Iany 
s i t u a t i o n s i n f a c t c o n s t i t u t e d an infringement of the i n c o r r u p t i b l e and 
i n d e s t r u c t i b l e side of man and h i s s p i r i t u a l nature; there v/as therefore a need to 
ensure respect f o r human r i g h t s and to educate a l l men and Government bodies and to 
increase t h e i r awareness of the problem. 

5 0 . I t vjas i n the l i g h t of those c o n s i d e r a t i o n s th,?t H i s Holin e s s Pope John P a u l I I 
had s a i d i n an address to the d i p l o m a t i c corps a c c r e d i t e d to the Holy See: "Among 
the grave a t t a c k s on the d i g n i t y of man, I must again mention the a s s a u l t s on h i s 
p r i v a t e b e l i e f s , p a r t i c u l a r l y h i s r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s , on the f r e e expression of h i s 
f a i t h , and h i s renevjal i n the r e l i g i o u s community to which he belongs". He had 
added that the wishes expressed by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Holy See to the 
Conference on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe had not yet been taken i n t o 
account, and that the Holy See would continue to draw viorld a t t e n t i o n to v i o l a t i o n s 
of r e l i g i o u s freedom which took v a r i o u s forms that wei-e f l a g r a n t or s u b t l e , but 
always dangerous and unjus t i n so many c o u n t r i e s . 

5 1 . The subject of r e l i g i o u s freedom was э b a s i c element of the p o n t i f i c a t e of 
John P a u l I I , and the d e l e g a t i o n of the Holy See had d i s t r i b u t e d to the Commission 
a document on the issue which His Holiness had addressed to the Heads of State of 
the signe t o r y countries of the F i n a l A c t of H e l s i n k i . The Holy See, which v.'as 
al r e a d y vjorking to ensure the implementation of the p r i n c i p l e s proclaimed i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments concerning human r i g h t s , would therefore support the 
e f f o r t s made by the Commission w i t h regard to the l o g i c a l f o l l o i ^ - u p to be given to 
the implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n . 

5 2 . Mr. PICTET (Switzerland) said that h i s country, which had f o r more than s 
century declared i n i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n that freedom of conscience and b e l i e f was 
i n v i o l a b l e , vjelcomed the adoption of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the.: E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Fonns 
of Intolerance and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f . The importance 
of a document which incorporated the major p r i n c i p l e s i n ' t h e matter, e s p e c i a l l y 
those enshrined i n the Charter and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R i g h t s , could be measured by the 20 years that had been needed to draw i t up. 
The D e c l a r a t i o n had been adopted a t a time when e r e l i g i o u s renaissance and 
r e a f f i r m a t i o n was 'taking place i n s e v e r a l regions of the vjor l d , and c o n s t i t u t e d 
a new and important reference document i n the f i g h t a g a i n s t a l l fonns of 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , • 
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53. Svàtzerland attached great iinportance to i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s and freedoms and 
considered respect f o r them an e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n f o r the s u c c e s s f u l o p e r a t i o n 
of a t r u l y democratic and p l u r a l i s t s o c i e t y ; i t had ther e f o r e signed the 
D e c l a r a t i o n on In t o l e r a n c e adopted hy the Committee o f M i n i s t e r s of the C o u n c i l of 
Europe on 14 May 1981, and had e a r l i e r signed the F i n a l Act of H e l s i n k i i n 1975» 

54» Experience showed, however, that nothing f i n a l had been achieved i n th a t 
sphere. Even i n the most balanced s o c i e t i e s which showed most respect f o r 
human r i g h t s , germs o f i n t o l e r a n c e continued to e x i s t , p a r t i c u l a r l y when a m i n o r i t y 
or persons on the f r i n g e of s o c i e t y asserted t h e i r b e l i e f s . R e l i g i o u s freedom, 
too, c a r r i e d some r i s k o f excess when the l e g i t i m a t e d e s i r e to convince others 
became dogmatic i n t o l e r a n c e . I t was a well-known f a c t that r e l i g i o u s or dogmatic 
i n t o l e r a n c e was asstxming i n c r e a s i n g l y new and dangerous forms. 

55» The Swiss a u t h o r i t i e s observed w i t h alarm t h a t once again people were being 
imprisoned, sentenced and even t o r t u r e d on r e l i g i o u s grounds and i t was 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y s t i l l a current p r a c t i c e to l i m i t and r e s t r i c t the r i g h t s of 
b e l i e v e r s i n s o c i e t i e s which had made atheism t h e i r new p r o f e s s i o n of f a i t h . 

56. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, and i n p a r t i c u l a r , the Commission must be 
v i g i l a n t and keep up the pressure on Governments to prevent them from f a l l i n g back 
i n t o i n t o l e r a n c e o r even p e r s e c u t i o n on r e l i g i o u s or p h i l o s o p h i c a l grounds, which i n 
the l a s t i n s t a n c e o n l y concealed t h e i r contenpt f o r democracy and the perso n a l 
opinions and b e l i e f s o f other people. . 

57. The Commission had been r i g h t to include; the item under c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n i t s 
agenda and should ensure respect f o r the D e c l a r a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y a r t i c l e 7. 

58. Mr. ALVAREZ VITA (Observer f o r Peru) s a i d that h i s country had c o n s t a n t l y 
ttpheld a l l the measures taken to e l i m i n a t e a form of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n which r a n 
counter to one of the most important elements of human d i g n i t y . Irfhether as 
i n d i v i d u a l s or as a s o c i a l group, human beings had the r i g h t to r e l i g i o u s freedom. 
In t h a t sphere, no r e s t r i c t i o n s should be imposed on the human conscience and 
nothing should prevent people from expressing t h e i r b e l i e f s , p r i v a t e l y or i n 
p u b l i c , alone o r i n groups. The r i g h t to r e l i g i o u s freedom must be recognized as 
a c i v i l r i g h t . To i n f r i n g e that r i g h t was to do wrong to human beings and to 
assume the r i g h t to guide, prevent o r a l t e r r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s was to go beyond 
the l i m i t s of power. R e l i g i o u s groups stemmed from the s o c i a l nature of men and 
r e l i g i o n i t s e l f and consequently had the r i g h t to govern themselves f r e e l y and to 
teach t h e i r b e l i e f s . 

59. F a m i l i e s had the r i g h t f r e e l y to organize t h e i r r e l i g i o u s l i f e , under the 
guidance of the p a r e n t s , who had the r i g h t to decide on the upbr i n g i n g they wished 
to g i v e t h e i r c h i l d r e n . The State should grant parents the r i g h t to choose 
schools and other forms o f education f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n f u l l freedom. 

60. I t was i n the l i g h t of those p r i n c i p l e s t h a t the P e r u v i a n C o n s t i t u t i o n , the 
Education Act and other l e g a l p r o v i s i o n s governed the r i g h t of r e l i g i o u s freedom, 
to l e r a n c e and r e s p e c t . The C r i m i n a l Code punished any att a c k on th a t freedom, 
although f o r t x m a t e l y there had been no occasion as yet to apply the r e l e v a n t 
p r o v i s i o n s . 
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61 . H i s d e l e g a t i o n noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n the growing respect shovm to persons 
v/ho professed a d i f f e r e n t o p i n i o n or r e l i g i o n and the i n c l u s i o n of that freedom 
as a c i v i l r i g h t i n most c o n s t i t u t i o n s . I t was none the l e s s true t h a t the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s t i l l had much to do i n th a t sphere. 

62. A t present, peoples of d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e s and r e l i g i o n s were t i ^ t e n i n g the 
honds between them and i n d i v i d u a l s were a c q u i r i n g g r e a t e r awareness of t h e i r 
p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . In order to e s t a b l i s h and strengthen p e a c e f u l r e l a t i o n s 
betvreen men, r e l i g i o u s freedom must be guaranteed everywhere by e f f i c i e n t l e g a l 
measures, and the duty and r i g h t of men to l i v e t h e i r r e l i g i o u s l i v e s w i t h i n 
s o c i e t y must be respected. 

6 5 . I t was i n that s p i r i t t hat h i s d e l e g a t i o n would be one of the sponsors of the 
d r a i t r e s o l u t i o n on r e l i g i o u s t o l e r a n c e . 

64. Mrs. MOLTKE-IETH (Observer f o r Derjnark), r e v i e w i n g the various aspects of 
freedom of r e l i g i o n àea].t w i t h i n the D e c l a r a t i o n on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms 
of I n t o l e r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f , wondered what 
the impact of the adoption of the D e c l a r a t i o n had been. Co n s i d e r i n g the nimiber 
of c o n f l i c t s around the world that i n v o l v e d r e l i g i o n and the extent of r e l i g i o u s 
p e r s e c u t i o n , i t could be argued that the impact, i f indeed there was any, vras 
hard to see. The p r i n c i p l e of r e l i g i o u s freedom v/as expressed i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
of almost every sovereign S t a t e , but there were some xíMch not only f a i l e d to 
guarantee i t , but d i r e c t l y p r o h i b i t e d a l l r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s . 

6 5 . Nevertheless, the f a c t t h a t the p r i n c i p l e of r e l i g i o u s freedom was expressed 
i n almost a l l c o n s t i t u t i o n s d i d not imply t h a t r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n d i d not take 
p l a c e i n those c o u n t r i e s . D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , i n t o l e r a n c e and even p e r s e c u t i o n were 
inherent i n the p o l i c i e s of a number of S t a t e s . One d i s t u r b i n g example was the 
r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e w i t h regard to the Baha'is i n I r a n . The p e r s e c u t i o n o f 
which the Baha'is were v i c t i m s i n that country had caused the Danish Government 
to urge the Government of I r a n to grant them the p r o t e c t i o n to which they were 
e n t i t l e d under the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . 

66. F u r t h e r steps must be taken to encourage understanding, tolerance and 
respect i n r e l i g i o u s matters. I t th e r e f o r e would be a d v i s a b l e to organize a 
seminar to that end as p a r t of the A d v i s o r y S e r v i c e s Programme. Measinres must 
a l s o be taken to give e f f e c t to the D e c l a r a t i o n . Her d e l e g a t i o n hoped that the 
r e p o r t to be submitted by the Secretary .^General to the Commission a t i t s 
f o r t i e t h s e s s i o n i n accordance v/ith d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/198З/Ь,68 would 
c o n t a i n suggestions i n the matter, 

67. Mrs. WYRTER (United Nations E d u c a t i o n a l , S c i e n t i f i c and C u l t u r a l Organization) 
s a i d that i t vias-.iK>t._±be_.first time t h a t UNESCO had been i n v i t e d by the Commission 
to . p a r t i c i p a t e i n debates relarting-to..th.e D e c l a r a t i o n and she r e c a l l e d Commission 
r e s o l u t i o n 20 (XXXV) i n th a t connection. Pursuant to t h a t r e s o l u t i o n , UNESCO had ' 
i n 1979 organized a meeting of experts, r e p r e s e n t i n g nine r e l i g i o n s , on the 
subjec t of the pla c e of human r i g h t s i n c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s . The 
experts had devoted p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e between holders 
of d i f f e r e n t b e l i e f s and between thé f a i t h f u l and no n - b e l i e v e r s . A f t e r b r i e f l y 
summing up the conclusions of the meeting, she s a i d that she would make copies 
of i t s r e p o r t a v a i l a b l e to i n t e r e s t e d delegations and that the t o p i c s d e a l t w i t h 
by the meeting of experts had a l s o been the main s u b j e c t of the second i s s u e of 
the B u l l e t i n on the Teaching of Human R i g h t s . 
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68. With regard to the l a t e s t r e s o l u t i o n adopted by the General Assembly on the 
su b j e c t , UNESCO had not had time to send the Commission a paper on the measures t o . 
be taken to implement the D e c l a r a t i o n , That burning question r e q u i r e d d e t a i l e d 
r e f l e c t i o n . I t v;ould be over-ambitious on the part o f UNESCO t o t r y to prepare 
r e l e v a n t proposals i n two months; In the hope o f p r o v i d i n g a valuable c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to the work o f the Commission, UNESCO requested a u t h o r i z a t i o n to postpone r e p o r t i n g 
u n t i l the f o r t i e t h s e s s i o n . 

6 9 . UNESCO always proceeded on the basis of broad c o n s u l t a t i o n s and even w i t h i n 
the O r g a n i z a t i o n s e v e r a l d i v i s i o n s were i n t e r e s t e d i n the question of r e l i g i o u s 
i n t o l e r a n c e . I f there 'was time, UNESCO would a l s o examine the manner i n which 
various mechanisma,' of which she gave examples, could be brought to bear on the 
question o f r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e . UNESCO had already provided a s s i s t a n c e to other 
United Nations bodies on the implementation of i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards, and i t s 
experience should be taken i n t o account i f the Commission intended to i n v i t e i t 
to c o n t r i b u t e to work on the implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n . 

70. The question under c o n s i d e r a t i o n was a major preoccupation o f the O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
as could be seen from the Medium-Term Plan f o r I 9 8 4 - I 9 8 9 , adopted,in December 1982, 
which i n v o l v e d s t u d i e s and research on p r e j u d i c e , i n t o l e r a n c e and racism i n the 
spheres o f education, science and c u l t u r e . Those a c t i v i t i e s would permit UNESCO 
to consider the question of i n t o l e r a n c e i n greater d e t a i l and t o present a r e p o r t 
which might be h e l p f u l a t the next s e s s i o n of the Commission, 

71. Mrs. BALTASSAT ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federation of Rural Adult C a t h o l i c Movements) 
quoting the second part o f paragraph 2 of the preamble to the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n , 
s a i d t h a t i t was apparent t h a t freedom of conscience and r e l i g i o n was su,bj€;ct.jto-
s e r i o u s r e s t r i c t i o n s i n some regions o f the world. In Guatemala, the c l i m a t e of 
i n s e c u r i t y and t e r r o r , w i t h the persecution and a s s a s s i n a t i o n of p r i e s t s , r e l i g i o u s 
i n s t r u c t o r s , nuns and or d i n a r y C h r i s t i a n s , had continued ever s i n c e the coup d'état 
of - 2 3 March 1982, The s u r v e i l l a n c e and the t h r e a t s t o which the Church had been 
subjected had not ended. The Bas i c S t a t u t e o f the Government r e s t r i c t e d the r i g h t 
of members of r e l i g i o u s orders to undertake s o c i a l work. The o b l i g a t i o n to 
dissemiriate i n schools and places of work sermons w r i t t e n by the President h i m s e l f , 
who belonged to the fundamentalist sect o f the Div i n e Word, was resented by the 
popul a t i o n as" a v i o l a t i o n of t h e i r freedom of r e l i g i o n . In s h o r t , the C a t h o l i c 
and P r o t e s t a n t churches were subjected to t e r r i b l e r e p r e s s i o n a t present i n 
Guatemala, while s e c t s mainly o f North American o r i g i n were favoured by the 
Government to the detriment o f r e l i g i o u s freedom. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n hoped t h a t the 
Commission would examine the measures t o be taken t o ensure respect f o r the 
De c l a r a t i o n oh the Élimination of A l l Forms of In t o l e r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
Based on R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f . 

72. Mr, CONCEPCION ( C h r i s t i a n Democratic World Union) s a i d t h a t i n Poland, on 
23 February 1983, during r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s f o r deceased and a r r e s t e d miners, the 
p o l i c e had entered the Church of the Holy Heart i n Katowice and had dragged out 
Mr, Kasimierz Switon, one of the leaders of the independent trade unions, which 
had been d i s s o l v e d a few months p r e v i o u s l y . That a t t i t u d e on the part of the 
p o l i c e was ah offence to the t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o u s f e e l i n g s of the P o l i s h n a t i o n . 

73. He hi m s e l f came from the P h i l i p p i n e s , which had 50 m i l l i o n people, of which 
40 m i l l i o n were C h r i s t i a n s and 6 m i l l i o n Moslems; i t was the only C h r i s t i a n 
country i n A s i a . In 1972, the i m p o s i t i o n o f m a r t i a l law had put an end t o 
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democracy, and s i n c e then r e l a t i o n s between the Marcos Government and the 
Roman C a t h o l i c h church had been tensé; I n January 1 9 8 I an end had been o f f i c i a l l y 
d eclared t o m a r t i a l law, but s i n c e then there had been an e s c a l a t i o n o f gross 
v i o l a t i o n s o f human and r e l i g i o u s r i g h t s . The Roman C a t h o l i c church was persecuted 
and the Government-controlled press and t e l e v i s i o n were c a r r y i n g out a campaign t o 
d i s c r e d i t the c l e r g y . 

7 4 . Faced with t h a t propaganda, the P h i l i p p i n e bishops and C a r d i n a l Jaime S i n had 
p r o t e s t e d ; C a r d i n a l S i n had three times asked the President to step down, s i n c e -
i n 17 years o f continuous r u l e he had not been able t o s o l v e the grave problems of 
the country. The Roman C a t h o l i c church had a l s o become the champion of the poor, 
the hungry and e x p l o i t e d workers. The unemployment r a t e had reached 26 per cent 
and the Government had exported 2 m i l l i o n workers as s l a v e s i n order to o b t a i n 
more d o l l a r s . 

75 . Mr. MANALO ( P h i l i p p i n e s ) , speaking on a p o i n t of order, requested t h a t the 
speaker should r e s t r i c t h i m s e l f t o the question of r e l i g i o u s freedom, 

76-. The CHAIRMAN asked the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the C h r i s t i a n Democratic World Union 
t o r e s t r i c t h i m s e l f to the question under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

77. Mr, CONCEPCION ( C h r i s t i a n Democratic World Union) r e f e r r e d to the cases of 
p r i e s t s who had been v i c t i m s of the m i l i t a r y : Father d e l l a Torre had been 
imprisoned f o r s i x years, r e l e a s e d and again a r r e s t e d ; Father A l i n g a l had been 
Tourdered i n the autumn of 1981, g u i l t y only of seeking j u s t i c e a f t e r having, 
witnessed the rape of a young woman by a group of s o l d i e r s ( h i s a s s a s s i n a t i o n had 
then been a t t r i b u t e d t o the communist g u e r r i l l a s ) ; Father Z u z i l a had been k i l l e d 
w h i l e s a y i n g mass, l i k e Archbishop Romero of E l Salvador; Father Agatep had been 
k i l l e d f o r p r o t e c t i n g the r i g h t s o f t r i b a l m i n o r i t i e s . Even f o r e i g n m i s s i o n a r i e s 
had been a r r e s t e d ; i n 1982, 55 p r i e s t s , nuns and l a y a s s i s t a n t s had been a r r e s t e d . 
A l l those persons had been g u i l t y only of the C h r i s t i a n mission o f h e l p i n g the 
poor and oppressed; the Roman C a t h o l i c Church had pledged s o l i d a r i t y w i t h workers 
and farmers i n the e n c y c l i c a l "Laborera Excercens". That r o l e devolved a l l the 
more on the Roman C a t h o l i c Church s i n c e 70 labour union members had been imprisoned 
by the regime. He requested t h a t the Commission should act t o stop m i l i t a r i z a t i o n 
and r e l i g i o u s persecution i n the P h i l i p p i n e s and a l l over the world, 

7 8 . Mr, GILBERT (World Jewish Congress) r e c a l l e d t h a t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had been 
engaged with other r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the p r e p a r a t i o n of the D e c l a r a t i o n 
on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of I n t o l e r a n c e and of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Based on 
R e l i g i o n or B e l i e f , and noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t s i n c e the adoption o f the 
D e c l a r a t i o n by the General Assembly i n November 1982 the Commission had devoted 
an item of i t s agenda to i t s implementation. The World Jewish Congress had a l s o 
noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 57/18? and Economic and S o c i a l ' 
C o u n c i l d e c i s i o n 1982/158. His o r g a n i z a t i o n was i n v o l v e d i n a programme of 
encouraging understanding and t o l e r a n c e , and co-operated on a c o n t i n u i n g b a s i s 
w i t h major r e l i g i o u s bodies i n t h a t endeavour. The Commission should be working 
on a d r a f t convention on r e l i g i o u s freedom, but i t was perhaps too e a r l y to 
undertake that t a s k . For the moment there were other methods of implementing the 
p r i n c i p l e s of the D e c l a r a t i o n , such as f o r example the establishment of a permanent 
sub-commission. 

7 9 . The c l i m a t e of r e l i g i o u s and r a c i a l i n t o l e r a n c e i n the world r e q u i r e d the 
adoption of urgent measures. In p a r t i c u l a r , p o l i t i c a l , economic and s o c i a l 
d i f f i c u l t i e s i n c i t e d d i s i l l u s i o n e d persons, p a r t i c u l a r l y young people, to j o i n 
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extremist groups bent on the destruction of a p l u r a l i s t i c democratic society. 
The education of''young people was an essential solution, and the Commission should 
give i t prominerice. The Commission should also institute measures to provide 
protection for vulnerable groups and to co-ordinate action between Governments, 
particularly against international acts of terrorism. Governments should continue 
to bring legislation prohibiting incitement to religious, racial and national 
hatred and violence up to date. 

8 0 . Since the Commission's previous session, very serious anti-Semitic terrorist 
acts had been perpetrated, in particular the attack i n the Rue des Rosiers in 
Paris and another attack on 9 October 1982 against the synagogue in Rome, The 
European.Parliament had repeated with utmost determination i t s previous resolutions 
which had condemned terrorism in a l l i t s aspects, whether r a c i a l , ideological, 
reirglous or p o l i t i c a l , and had appealed to a l l the Governments of the Community 
for the closest co-operation between the competent institutions of their countries 
in order to control the dangers resulting from discriminatory and blind acts of 
terror, 

8 1 . The authors of those attacks sometimes claimed that their acts were part of 
the continuing-Middle East conflict. The Commission, however, must condemn a l l 
forms of intolerance, regardless of their inspiration or aim and denounce those 
who, while outwardly professing a concern for human rights, used them to spread 
hatred and falsehoods. At-the current session i t had been a shock to hear Zionism 
placed on the same footing as nazism and fascism. Fifty years after Hitler's 
accession to power, that attempt to tarnish the victims with the very crimes^nd 
ideologies of their executioners was contemptible. The sacred teachings, of 
Judaism proclaimed the unity of mankind and totally rejected any concept of racism. 
The World Jewish Congress urged the Commission, in the framework of the agenda item 
under consideration, to promote an effective programme against intolerance and the 
threat vrtiich i t posed to the structure of democratic society. 

8 2 . Mr. ZOLLEfi (Pax Christi) said that the international Catholic movement for 
peace. Pax Christi, had never hesitated to take a stand on each occasion that 
religious freedom was systematically violated somewhere in the world. The 
Declaration on the Elimination of A l l Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination 
Based on Religion or Belief e x p l i c i t l y described the substance of religious freedom: 
freedom of. worship, the right to maintain charitable institutions, to issue and 
disseminate publications, to teach religion in suitable places, to train and 
appoint appropriate leaders, and to establish communications at the national and 
international levels. 

8 3 . Unfortunately, some countries had voted in favour of the Declaration i n 
November 198I but had not since then amended their legislation accordingly. He 
quoted the example of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, which violated the 
Declaration in permitting only religious activity which had been approved; and 
controlled by the o f f i c i a l authorities. That country's.Constitution?guaranteed 
freedom of faith, but that freedom had been seriously restricted by-various decrees 
which ensured total State control of a l l religious a c t i v i t i e s . Persons could be 
prosecuted for holding a religious service or giving religious instruction without 
prior authorization from the Department for Religious Affairs, pursuant to 
ar t i c l e 178 of the Penal Code concerning the obstruction of State supervision of 
churches, which provided for prison sentences of up to two years. 
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84. k m n g those sentenced under that a r t i c l e and other articles of the Criminal 
Code, he mentioned Father Frantlsek Lizna and five other persons, whose t r i a l had 
been held at Olomouc l i t September 1981. Those persons had received prison 
sentences of up to three years under a r t i c l e II8 of the Penal Code on i l l i c i t 
trading; i n fact they had distributed religious tracts without obtaining the 
slightest profit from them. Father Jan Barta who, together with 
Father Kosmah Trojan, had organized an unauthorized Franciscan convent, had 
been sentenced in April 1982 to 18 months* Imprisonment; he had also 
organized a theology course for young persons who had been refused admission to 
the faculties of theology. Father Barta's sentence had subsequently been 
reduced to 12 months, but he had already been seriously i l l during his t r i a l and-
had died irt "^rieon of a heart attack i n December 1982. In the verdict ;on 
f'ather Sarta and Tather Trojan handed down by the d i s t r i c t court of<Liberec, I t 
had been stated that i n Czechoslovakia Roman Catholic services and religious 
teaching were not permitted without State authorization. The vèWict had added 
that the a c t i v i t i e s of religious orders were not permitted in Czechoslovakia, 
and had been abolished by Act No. 2l8/495b. Czechoslovakian citizens could 
uphold their religious vows in private, but were not permitted public a c t i v i t y . 

85. i n the opinion of Pax Christi, declarations of that type proved that in 
Czechosibvakia the understanding of religious freedom ran counter to the provisione 
of the iDeclaration. Pax Christi thus appealed urgently to the Caechoelovak 
Government to review the clauses of i t s legislation restricting the exercise of 
religlipus a c t i v i t i e s and ensure the religious freedom of a l l Czechoslovak 
citizens. 

86. Mrs. FATIO (Baha'i Intemational Community) said that enlightened laws 
coula prevent the frequent persecution of individuals or groups but oould not 
take; prejudice from the heart of man. The surest means of eliminating 
prejudice was education, which dispelled lènorance. At the thirty-seventh seasicm 
of the General Assembly, several delegations had i n the Third Committee stressed 
the role of education i n the implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination 
of A l l forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or B e i i a f - In 
the course of the discussion, i t had also been requested that effective 
measvires should be taken nationally and internationally to promote religious 
tolerance. 

87. According to the Baha'i writings, the basic purpose of the faith was to 
safeguard the interests of the human race, establish i t s unity and develop among 
men the s p i r i t of love and brotherhood. Unfortunately, religious intolerance 
was often at the root of dissension and conf l i c t . That was particularly because 
the religions of the world were considered to be separate entities. From the 
Baha'i standpoint, however, a l l religions were one i n their essence, and i t was 
the voice of the one God that spoke to mankind. God had sent à series of 
teachers: Krishna, Buddha, Zoroaster, Abraham, Moses, Christ, Mohammed, and i n 
our times the Bab and Baha'u'llah, at successive stages of the development of a 
religión that was s t i l l young. The Baha'is believed that Baha'u'llah, the 
founder of their f a i t h , was the most recent of those divine teachers, but not 
the l a s t , 

88. The Baha'i belief gave rise to the basic principle that a l l religious 
prejudices should be abolished; each person should have the right freely to 
practise the religion or belief of his choice, or of course the right not to 
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believe. The Baha'i International«Community welçotsed the proposals .oontalned In 
draft t»esoXuUon E/CN,4/19§3/L.68,.wHlcti conflt,ítjyted a , f i r s t lnjí?ortánt step 
touandf î he implementatlon of the provislone of thé, Declaration. 

89. Mr. QUINTgBOS (Pax Вошапа) said .that his organization, an,Internatlonel 
movement of-Catholic students and intellectuals, considered that the recognition 
of a suprême,Godj the master of history and father,of a l l œahkind, was the moat 
soll,^ b^sis f o r a society of brotherhood, Justioe and love. Hé quoted 
Mr. Robert MuUer, Assistant Secretary-General of the,United Nations; who on the 
occasion of a conference of the North Amèrip^n Cojnmieeion of Pax̂  Й'оюапа In 1982 
had said tî^at.the adoption of the. Declara tion, on the Elimination of A l l Forme of 
Intolerance and. of-Discrimination Based on Religion or B e l i e f had been a major 
event in the history of the United Nations General Assembly, although the world 
press had. i^fsed i t oyer ip silence. Mr. bfull^r bed said that the Declaratlwri 
should give rise to a convention. ....... 

9 0 . The Declaration on fteligioas4''reedomi'adopted''by thf^^eoond^VatloanC^^ 
on 7 December 1965, had deplored the fact that while many^oonetltutions - -
recognized religious freedom as a c i v i l right, some Governments endeavoured to 
dissuade their citizens from professing their religion by making the l i f e of 
religious ooDHUunltles d i f f i c u l t and even dangerous. Fortunately, nowadays there 
was some rapprochement between different cultures and religions. Pax Rooana 
considered that a dialogue between religious cultures was extremely important 
and devoted much effort to that objective, which required respect for the 
pluralism of religious expressions and practices. Such a dialogue was necessary 
for achieving true unity. It made i t possible to assert the profound religious 
nature of the masses which was expressed In Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Christianity, etc. and represented a great wealth accuimilated i n the course of 
history. 

9 1 . Pax Romana wished to contribute to the implementation of the Declaration 
and strongly supported draft resolution E/CN.4/l983/b.68, and particularly the 
Idea of organizing a seminar which would be an invitation to understanding, 
tolerance and respect in the spheres of freedom of religion or belief, within 
the framework of the Advisory Services Programme for the period 1983-I984. 

92» The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to delegations which wished to speak in 
exercise of their right of reply. 

9 3 . Mr. CONTRERAS (Observer for Guatemala) expressed regret that a non­
governmental organization should have made remarks about his country which might 
mislead public opinion. Religious freedom did exist in Guatemala, as had been 
shown by the welcome given to Pope John Paul II both by the Catholic church and 
by the Government. President Rios Montt, who was receiving the Pope that very 
day, had said that the v i s i t was an honour for Guatemala and evidence of 
religious freedom In that country. The people of Guatemala had been Catholic 
since the sixteenth century, and freedom of worsblP had been safeguarded by law 
since 1875. There was no discrimination on religious grounds, and no one was 
prevented from freely practising his beliefs. The allegations against his 
country did not reflect the love which Jesus Christ himself had tQught. He 
said that his delegation welcomed draft resolution E/CN.4/1983/L.68 and hoped that 
It would be adopted by consensus. 



E/CN.4/1983/SR.50 
page 18 

94. MP, MANALO (Philippines) said that his delegation rejected the allegations 
about his country made by the (3iristian Dnnooratic World Union. The 
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n of the country which that organization had claimed to denounce 
was foreign to the t r a d i t i o n and Constitution of the Philippines. Even during 
the period of martial law, c i v i l i a n l e g i s l a t i o n had been applied. With regard 
to the relations between the Government and the Roman Catholic Church, i t 
should be recalled that Church and State were separate i n the Philippines, but 
that s i t u a t i o n should not be interpreted as a divergence. The Constitution 
prohibited discrimination on grounds of r e l i g i o n and b e l i e f . The Working Group 
on Forced or Involuntary Disappearances had investigated the fate of the 
prie s t s who had been mentioned and references were to be found i n the 
documents of the Group; those p r i e s t s had not been persecuted for t h e i r 
b e l i e f s but punished for t h e i r actions, since they were rebel p r i e s t s . 

93. The CHAIRMAN said that the discussion on item 23 had been completed. 

CThe second part of this summary record will appear as 
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