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JOINT STATEMENT
The International Federation of Women in Legal Careers and the International
Social Service are particularly interested in the problems that arise from irternational
adoption and the civil-law transfers of children, They would like to draw the

attention of your Working Group to the following points:

A, International adopiions

1. It would be useful if each Government could be asked about its position on the
adoption of its citizens by forcigners and, more particularly, on the institution of
full adoption in international legal relationships. We belicve that some Governuments
are opposcd to the ingtitution in question, the effect of which is to break completely
the links of the child with his country of origin and remove all tracc of them.

The opposition of Governments should be taken into account by the courts vhich may
have to decide whether or not to male an adoption ordor.

2. Pull adoption in intcrnational legal rclationghips gives risc to a scrics of

specific problems to which o clear and unanimous solution should be found in the
interests of the protection by Governments of the person of the child.
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Thesé problems concern:

(1) The circumstences of the abandonment,
N (2) ‘The consent to the adoption,
(3) The capacity for adoption of the potential adopters,
(4) The international competence of the Judgc making the adoption ordcr (Court

of the adopted child and, where appropriate, the Court of the adopter) and the
rellablllty of the guarantees offered.

-~ various p01nta. rphe reoult is that thc adoptlon of forelgn children ofte1 gives rise
to trafficking and international legal abductions. It is also noteworthy that there

is an absence of legal co-operation between Stabtes to settle these various questions,
with the result that the adoption Of forelgn children 1s ourrentlj settled solely at

the domestic level.

B. Civil—law transfers of children

Cur two or ganlzatlonu have been engaged in corbut-ng illegal erOValS of chlldren
to other cowntries and illcgal failures to retumn from foreign countries., They hope
that, when the Convention on the Rights of the Child is being prevared, the following
fundamental principles will be Haken into account, in accordance with the
Luxembourg Convention of 20 May 1980 and The ilague Convention of 25 October 1980 - both
of which have becn ratified by France -~ which will probably not come into zffect until
the first half of 1933.

The fundamerital principles in guestion can be worded a follows:

1. A child whose parents, living in different countries, are separated has the
right, if there are no exceptional circumstances, %o maintain personal relationships
with both his parents,

2, The States parties o -the Convention shall adopt all measures to combat the
illegal removals of children to a foreign country and illegal failures to return
from a foreign country. Such removals or failures to return shall be regarded as
llegal when there has been a violation of a court order or of the law of the State
in which the child habitually resided immediately before the removal or the failure
to return.

To that end, these States shall conclude legal agreements among themselves or
ubscribe to the existing conventions, such as The Hague Convention on the Civil
Aspects of International Child Abduction, of 25 October 19380, accession to which is
open to all States..



