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The drafting of a Conventlion on the Aighta of the Ondld, currently belng -
smdartaken undor the sopis of the Coonission on Human Rights, ia an ondeavour of
th: highost importancc, While it ia prisarily dirgaotod towards, protusting the -
child, ssmupring his wolfero Ln every sspact of his 11fe and guirintecing hia hig
fundenentsl humar rights, it con alas, &r the view of the Baha'l Intornatlomal
Community, mnke & eontrbbution of wvital algnilicunge b3 ERa advancununt of Rumsaniky
13 0 whole townpds ita goal of unfvorssl justlse, poage and arder.

It i3 cloor ond ovident that unfvergal justice, posce nnd order cannat b
achioyved by force, ror ioposed upan tha world by logielative Instrunonts. I
is squally elear tha foemzl, scholsatie cdueation « onoe ragarded 2@ the panicea
for all the workd's £1is - & not, by Ltaclf, eapible of rldding tha world of
hotped, prejedics, gread and oppreasion.

It in only throogh the scquisition and exercisc of epiritual qualities -
gualities such =3 oercy, toleranca, hongaty, Erustwsrthinces, unsalfiznness,
compaasicn and Iove = that the pooplos of the world will Tlmolly achlave bhe
longed-for gonls towards which hemoalty 13 striving.

Spiritusl guaiities cro not Ineate 1o human belngs, Bt wwery persch i barm
with tho eapaeity to sogulre then. Those quilities —ust bu baupnt, foatured and
developod — Bnd they will boat take rook LT Ehey are taught Froa earlicet shlldnood.

"rmildren Aro O¥on o8 7 bronch ERat i3 fre3h ond graon: ErRey will grow ia
whataver w3y you traln theo.  Take EBhe ut=ost core ta give bhee high ldoals
ard goals, 30 that onoc they conr of g, thay will eage thelir bonms likc
Brillinnt candlos on the world, will sét tholr hwarts on achioving
averlasting beasur and tequiring all the oxeclionees of humtinkind.= &

It is tho Eabn 'l wiow, czseontisl thot overy child receive splritual edegntion,
Such cdusation 13 met the for=al, scholastic sdugitiss reforred to 6 article 11
of the rovised draift Convenbicon - although univergal coopolsery oducatlon la
ipdispon=ablo to the pragrsss of =oaeind. T docp gpl-itesl sdusablan ootn
conpulsory religl us cducation. Spiritus’ edusition o the sdusatlen of tha
spirit - the edusatism of *he Inper po-ssa - —of saforns the acquisliion znd
dovelopment of thas: spiritual qualitics which arc osscntinl for the orderly
progress of soceiety and Cor the sohiovement of horoeny +nd feoed.  The Iawleaaneas,
dizordor ond agsression currently afflicting w<orld soeiety rosult, nob fros 1oak
of formal cducation or book kearming, But Orom lack of saobreltusl odeestlon.

“Man 13 the suprema Tnlisnopn. Laek of a proper cducotion hath, howavar,
daprived him of that which b doth inberently poascer ... Jugard &0 28 A
mine rleh in goms of imeatimable valuc, Edusation ¢am, alene, cnuas 1t B0
revesl Loe teossures, ana onibla monkind to babelit thorolros,

Et i3 of thy grostest impsrtanao Ehat the child reccive opiritunl odusatlon
both from his paronts and from Wis benchurs. & b9y =0 glrl <ho rooulveo both
apiritusl ond scholsatic oducation L& glven tha gapaciby to rarliza hls or hor
full patontisl and to contrlbutc pnoitively snd bonaflcially to aoaleby.

B AL pamsnges quoted ore Deon the Beha'l Writlogs.
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"ip Lo thoe odusitlon of eniidrcn, axork overy effect ta furkhar thia;

it ip of the utosat lopartange. 55 boo, che cdusstlon of glela ..,

For makhora are tho firat cducabxra of tne chlld, and ovary child at the
Beginnding of lifo ia like 2 Fresh and tendar branch e hika paranta' henda,
Hizs Father ond pothar can train him im any wzy they shoosa,”

i3 ko EhC ﬁl"ﬂ'!l.'l].l.‘!.ﬂﬂ'ﬂ alf Eke pelools ... the shlldrun susk Bo -L‘.'lt“ul"‘l.lll:f
Eralred %3 B¢ o8k edurcedus and well behmved. Thoy nuiab ba edmabantly
eisuriged and ocude cager to gain all the susnita of human aecompl lshoent,
53 that from thelr earlicat yenrz they will bo tnughb Eo hawe high nins,
to comduct thomaaivoea well ...7

“Yraining En marals and good eapduct ko Car soce ispereapt that boaklasrning.
fonlld Ehat 1 cleamly, agrecibhe, A g7ad choretor, well Sefawed - evuf
thagh be e fgnoront - 13 preforndic to - ghild that ig rude, unwahad,
il1l=miburcd, 2nd yet boeoolns deoply vorged In zll Ehme seiopgoa nd aptie.
Tht rens=on for this 13 that the ehlld whe oondusts hioaolf woll, dwan

though he oo Lgnermnk, 13 of boepel it o otpors, while 3n til-astured, 11k-
beraved child 12 corrupted 2rd maralful ko othuire, oven thougn Be B benemed,
IF, hoagwer, Tha ehild v teimed to B BOER loarsded =nd good,. the reault

is light wgon light.™

Simec the fde2d oublined ln this st tesant are, LA the ¥hew 20 Eh TRk
Intarsntlomil Cossmanblty , of lmecaisursblc sigmdfleanse o terss of e owplution of
world azeiery, we fecl that 1 convontion on Ehe rignts of the chilld ghrald sonlzin
previalons specificaily desizngd o proerto Bhe gpirita-l sducitlon of Ghe emild.
Indewd, we would g2 Purthar and 33y thot e ohlld Bas » pight B0 B so cducated,
fre 4t i3 =nly threugh sweh oduestles thak he orn ponliise Ria 1l mamman patontial
znd 1t s only throwgh sunh ofpsstion t=et posec spd heatics oam olbim o)y e
secured for nll.

“Ewary ehild s potontially the light of Lrc world. =nd st Bou sosc biec
1ta durkresa ... ThereTare medo we an of Pzl tp oedor 9= Lhese chlideen
Yy b rlghtly trcimed and cducatod and bthzl osch one SF Shes fay akisdn
perfection in tae world of Busanity.®



