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I. IETROBUCTION

1. In its resolution 1982/39? the Economic and Social Council inter alia called the
attention of States to the proliferation of cases of removal end retention of children
and invited then to co-operate actively -"ith a visv to preventing the occurrence of
such cases and to solving them speedily, out of concern for the interest of the child.
In this connection, it invited the Commission on Hunan Sights, when drafting the
convention on the rights of the child, to take into consideration the orotection of
the rights of the child in cases of unauthorized international removal. It further
requested the Secretary-General to consult uith Governments on this problem and to
report to the Commission on Human Eights at its thirty-ninth session, under the agenda
item entitled "Ouestion of a convention on the rights of the child".

2. Notes verbale relating to this ouestion were sent to all liember States of the
United Netions. The present report contains summaries of replies received from
Governments as of 21 December 1982 on action taken pursuant to the above-mentioned
resolution, l/ Any additional replies vill be reproduced as addenda to the present
document.

l/ The full texts of the communications received are available for consultation
in the files of the United Nations Secretariat.
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I I . OUIflLHIEj Or REPLIES RECEIVED PRO?! GOVEElCOTPo UNDER
ECOHOMIC ANL SOCIAL council RESOLUTION 1502/35

AUSTRIA

[Original; English]

[2 December 1902 j

The Government r e fe r s to the Hig^c i' mveifci sn on the Civi l ' s p r c t s of
Internafcioncl Chile1 Ab^vcoijn o{ 25 Octolxv I'OO anc1 ucVcs c/oservetions on c nunber
of ooiiils including:, i ^ P?rtic-alar the enforcement of (Decisions concerning custody
of children? nrasuroG guTcnteo in^ tae ?;r iodittous re tu rn of childrr-n in ccses of
rc.ioval, grounds for r e fu t ing the re tu rn Ox" " ch i ld , :nd th^ uost ion of the costs
incurred through recourse to the i s s i c U n c e 03" <~ lawyer.

CYPRUS

iOriginal" English]

[5 Noveriber 1982]

The Government states thot is suo_oorts Economic and Socia] Council
resolution 1982/39 and that it is also considering the ratification of the
luropean Convention on Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions concerning Custody
of Children and on Restoration of Custody of Children, of 20 Kay I960.

[Original; English]

~1 November 1982]

The Government states that it is considering whether to accede to the
Kuropecn Convention on Recognition end Znforco.aent of Decisions concerning Custody
of Children and on Restoration of Custody of Children, drafted vithin the framework
of the Council of Europe, or to the Hague Contention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction of 25 October 1930.

ETHIOPIA

[Original. English]

[29 November 1982]

The Government expresses its full support for Economic end Social Council
resolution 19G2/39 o,nd declares that States should organize some form of co-operation
for preventing the occurrence of cases such es those referred to in the resolution.
The Governuent fxirther notes that it is in favour o£ the elaboration of ?n
international convention on the cuestion.
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

[Original; English]

[7 December 1982]

The Government states that it welcomes Economic and Social Council
resolution 1982/39- It further states that it is willing to co-operate with other
States on the basis of the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International
Child Abduction of 25 October 1980, and that it therefore intends to ratify the
Hague Convention.

GREECE

[Original; Engli sh]

[9 November 1982]

The Government states that it attaches great importance to the inclusion, in
drafting the convention on the rights of the child, of sufficient and effective
safeguards for the prevention of unauthorized removals from State to State.

The efforts being made to construct a complete and up-to-date system for the
protection of the child against unauthorized removal across frontiers, may find
inspiration in the European Convention on Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions
concerning Custody of Children and on Restoration of Custody of Children, of
20 May I98O, which Greece has already signed and intends to ratify shortly.

THE iETHCRLAlTDS

[Original; English]

[9 November 1982]

The Government notes that it intends to ratify the two recently concluded
international instruments which deal with the problem of preventing the occurrence of
cases of removal of children, namely % the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction, and the European Convention on Recognition and
Enforcement of Decisions concerning Custody o£ Children and on Restoration of Custody
of Children. Interested States should organize co-operation in this field by
acceding to one or both Conventions. Furthermore, if the Commission on Human Rights
intends to include in the draft convention on the rights of the child provisions
concerning the removal of children, it should pay due attention to existing
instruments in order to ensure the effective prevention of the unauthorized removal of
children.

iJORWAY

[Original 3 English]

[30 November 1902]

It is the Government's view that the question of the unauthorized removal of
children should be taken into consideration when drafting a convention on the rights
of the child. At the same time, the need for co-ordination with the work already
done by other international organizations should also be taken into account. The
Government is, in principle, in favour of adhering to one or both Conventions on the
subject, namely, the Hague Convention and the Convention elaborated by the Council
of Europe.
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PAKISTAN

[Original; English]

[i: IT-vendor 1S~2]

The Government scctec that It does not pernit ulio removal or retention ox
children from their parents' family V/ other persons. Ihr family courts docLdo oi<
custody in cases arising ouv of divorce. The Government rupoorts the 'oropooal that
all countries should co-operate closely through accession to I he Hague Convention on
"Clio Civil Aspects of Tntor-iacional Chile! Abduct .LOP. of 25 October 1> 0, vhxch is
open to all States.

[Original; Unglish]

[22 Octo^or 1002]

The Government states thau iL endorses "conoiiic a^d Social Cc^nci.l
resolution 1982/39• Tsla.jiic ia*j recognise0 the xioec1 to prooocu cliil^rea. The
Government proposes thai, ne of fhc aspects of uhe tueptio' -fhicu should he
considered is the inportance of rvsurmj' P-Jeriiao: servicer foi the fundamental needs
of children suffaring frou the p^ohTo." oC x-eroval.

S riTGAPCO.

[Ori^ i n a l - ^nglx sh

[3 5 December 1932]

The Government ? a ^ c ihat ,herc a. adocp a t e 1-rus 1 : Singapore to cover the
p r o t e c t i o n of the r i ^ h l e cf c h i l d r c • end yov^Q p?rsoiif, namely, the Laws of Children
and Young Persons Act, the Tenon 's Charter aP'J th^ ^ na l Code. In a d c i t i o n to these
laws, the Min i s t ry of Gocxal Affa i r? of Cdn^apor^ con ta ins two d i v i s i o n s - the
Co\ins°lling ard Advice IJxvir.io^ e^d o\-3 \ro!/CCoion and Welfare of Children and
Young Persons Div i s ion ~ ^hich deal ^ i t 1 ' a l l pr"o"ol3i''G connected \ri uh cn i ld ren and
young person . Any oar3no ^ho i c acznevorf oy Aie vnau ;2ior_ zsd remox^al of a c h i l d
"ry one spoune ca^ have ^cco T S G to i,h.e Coi1 ir~, orovilei"1 he or she Is a Singanoi-e
c i t i ~ c a or has r e s i d ed tn ^ i iga^ore co" tx njously ioi- a lo r iod of no > loon than
s ix months. There i s pi-o\rirxon f o r an c r p - J i t c J order 1 here Lhe Gouro i s s a t i s f i e d
t h a t there i s iaminejic dangc: of Lhc Îxi ] d 'ici \ ' ^aJ-er o^l of Iho o o r n t r y . The
Court i s a l s o enpovei-vJ LO o r d : r % chxlc un Le ! : c \ a t a p lace of r a fo iy to a*'ait
a d e c i s i o n . The *°enal Cod^ ^lso las a, provxr.ic. ^h ich safe^ua,rds 3. c h i l d aga ins t
kidnapping f ro r l a \ r f " l gua rd i ansh ip .
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SWITZERLAND

[Original; French]

[10 December 1982]

The Government states that it has taken the necessary steps for the
ratification, in the near future, of the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction, of 25 October 1980, as well as of tho European
Convention on Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions concerning Custody of
Children and on Restoration of Custody of Children, of 20 May I98O. The Swiss
Government also proposes to begin r<agotia ,ions with certain States not intending to
become parties to either of the above-mentioned conventions, with a view to
examining the possibility of concluding bilateral agreements with those States for
mutual aid in the event of international child abduction by a parent or close relative,

Within the framework of the draft convention on the rights of the child,
Switzerland supports the proposal to grant to a child having parents of different
nationalities who are separated the right tc main bain personal relations with both
parents.

THAILAiiD

[Original; English]

[25 November 1982]

The Government states that the protection of children and of youth is the
responsibility of various governmental organizations. The services provided to
disadvantaged children include family assistance, protection measures, adoption
arrangements and the promotion of voluntary child welfare institutions.


