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KUWAIT

The Government states that Kuwaiti legislation contains numerous provisions
under the Personal Status Act to protect the childss individuality, development
and maintenance. Chapter II of the Constitution stipulates that the family is
the foundation of society and is based on religion, morality and patriotism. The
law shall safeguard the family and strengthen its bonds, thereby ensuring the
protection of mothers and children.

Article 10 of the Constitution stipulates that: "The State shall provide for
the welfare of the younger generation, protect it from exploitation, and preserve
it from moral, physical and spiritual neglect."

In the event of a conflict between spouses, the customary practice followed
by the courts in the State of Kuwait is to grant child custody to the mother,
since she is regarded as the person most likely to show concern for the welfare
of the child during the early stages of his life. The child remains in the
custody of his mother, or whoever replaces her, until he comes of age as
prescribed in the Islamic Shari'a.

The Nationality Act Mo. 15 of 1959 ensures extensive protection for mothers
and children.


