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Addendum

1. The Vorking Group on tnforced or Inveluniary Disa paeuruﬁcou met on
13 ¥ebruary 1901 at the United Hations Office at Geneva ne the thirty-seventh

segsion of the Commission on Human ulﬂqc uo review infox on weceived since the
Group's third sescion {5 to 19 December 15350). The ‘orking Group at this neeting
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wag informed that by a letter dated 29 JaaLarv 19061 its Ch

Ir. mfa,mm Fake Ilyamelye had submitted his resigna m on gince lic wag taling up a
post in the United Hationg Secretariat. Since thet date by agrcement of the

nporteur,

“aldr

i
Group Viscount Colville has assumed the vole of Chairman/l

2. The present document Torms an addendum bto the Group's report bto the Commission
on Human Rights (E/QW«4/1455) eind degeribes ik nt subseguent developments

y and communications received from

3. By o letter dated 22 December 196¢ ianioner for Human Righte
and Humanitarien Matters of Mlcarsgue brans he resnonse of the Wicaraguan
Minigter oif the Interior tc the information on repoxrt worced or 1nv01U“ta“y
disappearances which the Vorking Group had °ﬂon1ut the lficarapuon Government
under cover of & letter dated 29 October 1960 (Hee f/lA", para.l33). The
most pertinent parts ol vhat resnonse are as follows:
"The peries of commmnications fyrom United Heotions bodies makes it cleax
that Hicaragua has shown that 1t is completely open to the conduct of field
investigeticns with respect both to the cases reporited and the general progress
of our instiuvt70ua¢. by, uith particular emphacis on the siftvation of the
persong detained in uhe nrisons. Iven more important, Nicaragua has fulfilled its
engagement to the Inter-American COIMJ sion 1 Ry with revolutionary
g Y cbe Govermment's intention to keen the doors

seriousness oy stating and realffi
nermancently open, for we have no

1V
that cannot bhe revealed to the entir ’world.
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to hide, hochlng to be aghomed of, nothing
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The letter of 23 June 1980, signed by lMr. Kwadwo I. Nyamekye, Chairman
of the Vorking Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances refers tol! .
information received by the Group concerning enforced or involuntary
disappearances vhich appear to have occurred in the countiry ... On that
score, vhen we met with the Inter—-American Commission on Human Rights on
10 October 1980, we were absolutely clear, and some vould say ingénuously .
sincere, in acknowlcdging that there had indeed been some executions during
the posi-war period, An unascertainable nmumber of persons disappeared,
victime of the viclence generated by the tremendous Somoza repression during
many years of infamy. At that time, the euphoria of triumph went hand-in-.
hand with anarchy, both being entuined with feelings of rancour and vengeance,
the inevitable results of war, :

e recognize that many versons disappeared. Ve should like to explain,
hovever, that quite a few of those persons died in combat in the war itself,
some of them even being combatanty of the Front, vhose families searched from
them in vain after the victory. We should also like to repeat our moral

and human conviction that it is both legally and materially impossible to get
to the bottom of invegtigations and esteblish responsibility concerning .
covernment control or disciplinary self-control. Ve firmly believe and
emphasize that our young and victorious guerrilla aymy vas incredibly
generous to the tyrants it had captured, and that the amount of blood spilled
by the triumpli of the Sandinigt forces was minimal at times so favourable to
the outburst of passions. ' '

We also believe that, Just as we accept with plain forthrighitness
these wnavoidable events in our past, we must also strongly emphasize the
fact that our country has completely overcome the disorder which quite
logically prevailed at the outset and has decisively entered the paths of
vork and progress. Ve can thus assure the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights that disappearances have ended once and for all in Nicaragua,
and that the concern showm by the Working Group in its commnication of
19 September 1980 has no point as far as our territory is concerned.” ;/

(b) Paraguay

By a note verbale dated 20 January 19391 from the Permanent Misgsion of

Paraguay to the United Wations Office at Ceneva, the Govermment of Paraguay
made available to the Working Group information relating to reports of enforced
or involuntary disappearances in Paraguay. »

1/ The response of the Nicaraguan Minister of the Interior also provided

information on legislative steps being taken which were referred to as exemplary.
Reference was made to draft provisions establishing penalties for the mistreatment

of prisoners of war and to the publication of a set of prison rligime regulations
which considers and evaluates a broad spectrum of alternatives conducive to the

application of the most modern concepts in penal matters, leading to the prisoner's

re~-adaptation to and rehabilitation in scciety. The full text of this response
ig in the fileg of the Secretariat available for consultation by members of the
Commission.



(c) Urumay
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5. The Permanen’ lflssion of Uruguay Lo the Cffice at Geneva
by notes verbales dn'e” j December 19 to the uroup

information resording scven elal The G \f : 1 that
arrest trarrvants O Iox - oF ' £
thelir connection witl
regard LO one person, Lic CJJ
recard to the ceventh vporson, v
Government reported thal no wags being held
activities.
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of enfor tary disapnearancog,

and requiring immediate action, to the Governn

tosether J¢+7 a recucst thet the Government
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action carried cut in that regard, In the period since its third session, the
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irman has transmitted urgent rfoor*r of on\orvcﬁ or Tﬂvo]"wtlr"
5 to the CGovernments of five count : stances the Group
rted missing vas in
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was informed by "’11@ Government conceried that pLe ;

official ~and in sood health, In onc instance e Government informed
the Groul U“at o, fll investigation wag beiny carried oul into the reported
disappearance, The Group wishes to exﬂve”° ite bh the Governments which
have responded to its reguests for inf 01Wa ;1on. rard o o urg
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repcrts of disepproarance, one in Il Salvador and or Nile, the Vorking Group
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received no renly from the uftor the Cw—lrman’s
cable had Deen sent, neweps ] nd L o pergon reported to have

Cisoppeared in ”hile had beenn presented to a Chilean t by Chilean security
agents and charged with zu i i ; This werson was nresented to the
court 20 days aflter the ds >Vpoo@¢ﬁﬂc o official
onfirmation of this court recelved.
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