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1. The l/orlcin{j Gronp on Uaforced or Involmitaiy MDappoarances mot on 
13 February I9OI at the United ïfetions Office at Geneva durin/j the thirty-seventh 
session of the Coiimission on PIraaan Plights to rovievr infor^'iation received since the 
GroLip's third session (G to I 9 Pecemher I 9 G O ) . The i/orkin/;- Group at this Eioeting 
was infouaed tloat by a l e t t e r dated 29 January- 1931 i t s Claainaati/Eapportetir 
lir. Ev/adwo PaJs:e ITysjiiekye had submitted his resigna.tion since ho was taJ-iing- up a 
post in the United Ifetions Gecj;etariat, Since that daPoe by a-g-reeiBent 01 the 
Group Viscount Co lv i l l e has assumed the ro le of Chairman/pia-pport.eur• 

2, The present document forms an addenuiuir to the Group' report + 1 he Commission 
on Human Pig'hts (E/'ChP4/1455) and describes the most imp03:tant subsecnient developments. 

_Lnion5^bjjo^ cpmpplpa:i±pns_ Topelyeâ^ frpro Goyeiiments 

(a ) Uic'ara/rua 

5- Py a l e t t e r dated, 2 2 December I9OG the Pational Commissioner for Human Rights 
an.d Humaiiitariaj-i Ifettcrs of Picaragua i;ransiuitted the response of the Picaraguan 
l'îinister of tpie In ter ior to the information on reported enforced or involuntary 
disappearances vrhich the l.'orking- Group had submitted to the Picare.<guoxi G-overnment 
under cover of a l e t t e r dated 29 October 19OO (see E / C P .4/1455? para .155)- The 
most pertinent pa,rts of ths/o xesponae axo as follovrs : 

"The series of • coimminications from United Pri ions bodies makes i t clear 
thePo Picaragnia has shoi-m. tha»t i t i s comipletely open to the conduct of f i e ld 
investig-e^tions with i-espect both to the cases reported and the g-cneral prog-ress 
of our ins t i tu t i ona l i t y 5 uith part icular emjphasis on the siti-ation of the 
persons detained in the pi'isons. ]]von m.ore important; Picaragua h3,s f u l f i l l e d i t s 
eng-ag-ement to the Intei'-i'teierican. Commission on Hxua-an RitfPits with revokationary 
seriousness by stivbing and reaffirming; the Goverament ' s intention to keep the doors 
I^ermanently open, for wo hai'e nothing' to hide, nothing' to be ashomed of ^ nothing 
that cajinot be revealed to the entire world. 

GE.8I-IO404 



page":2 ' 

The l e t t e r of 23 June I98O, signed by îlr. Kwaduo IT. Sjamelcye, Chairman 
of the Iforking- Group on Enforced or Involtmtary Disappearances ref,ers to!-"; 
information received b2/ the Group concerning' enforced or involujitary 
disappea.rarices i/hich appear to have occurred in the couuitry . . . On that 
score J irhen ue met with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on 
10 October I9OO5 we were a.bsolutely c lear , and some u-ould say ihg-enuously;;; 
sincere,' in aclmoi/lodg'injg th^tt there had indeed been come executions during 
the T)ost-i/ar period. An luiascertoànable n-'omber of persons disappeared, 
victims of the violence genera-ted by the tremendous Somoza repression duxing 
many years of infamy. At that t ine , the eur)horiev of tri'omph x/enf hand-in--
hand uith anarchy, both being entwined with fee l ings of rajicotir and vengeance, 
the inevi table results of war, 

lie recognize that many persons diss-ppeared. lie should l i ke to explain, 
however, that quite a few of those persons died in combâ t in the war i t s e l f , 
some of thorn even being combatants of the front, whose famil ies searched from 
them in vain a f ter the v i c tory . We should also l ike to repeat ouj? moral 
and human, conviction that i t i s both l ega l l y and material ly impossible to get 
to the bottom of investigations and establish responsibi l i ty concerning 
government • control "or discipl inary se l f - cont ro l . \Je firmly be l ieve and 
emphasise that our yomig and victor ious guer r i l l a army was incredibly 
generous to the tyrants i t had captured, and that the aanount of blood spi l led 
by the triumph of the Sandinist forces i/as minimal at times so favou.rable to 
the outburst of passions. 

\Je also bel ieve that, just as we accept with plain forthi-ightness 
these unavoidable events in our past, w-e must also 'strongly emphasize the 
fact that our couiitry has completely overcome the disorder which quite 
l o g i ca l l y prevailed at the outset and has dec is ive ly entered the paths of 
work and progress. 17e can thus assure the Inter-American Coiimiission on 
Human Rights that disappearances have ended once and for a l l in Ficaragua, 
and that the concern shoim by the V/orking Cîroiip in i t s comimanica.tion of 
19 September I9OO has no point as far as our t e r r i to ry i s c o n c e r n e d l / 

(b) Paragua 

4. By a note verbale dated 20 January I9OI from the Permanent Mission of 
Paraguay to the United Hâtions Office ab Geneva, the Government of ?aragua,y 
made avaàlalsle to the l/orking' Group informa;tion re la t ing to reports of enforced 
or involuntary disappearances in Pare.guay. 

1/ The response of the Hicaraguan Minister of the In te r i o r also provided 
information on l e g i s l a t i v e steps being talcen which were referred to as exemplary. 
Reference- was made to draft provisions establishing penalt ies for the mistreatment 
of prisoners of war and to the publication of a set of prison regime regulations 
which considers and evaluates a broad spectrum of al ternat ives conducive to the 
application of the most modern concepts in penal matters, leading to the prisoner 's 
re-adaptation to and rehabi l i tat ion in society . The fuJl text of this response 
i s in the f i l e s of the Gecretariat avai lable for consu^ltation by members of the 
Commission. 
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5. The Permanent i-iiscion of Uruguay to the United hâtions Office at Geneva 
Dy notes verbales dated 10 and 29 December I9GO transmitted to the Group 
information regarding seven persons. The Government of Uruguay reported that 
arrest warranto had been issued for f i ve of the persons concerned uecause of 
the ir connection with certain organisations or with subversive a c t i v i t i e s , 1/ith 
regard to one pei'son. the Governiaent reported having no information and with 
regard to the seventh u ;rson, who reportedly diooppoared in rlay I9OO, the 
Government reported that ho was being held for t r i a l becei'.^e of subversive 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

Urgent reports of enforced or involuntary disa-pearancos 

6. The V/orlcing Group's report (E/CU.4/1435 ) in paragraphs 10 and 30 deals with 
the authorization which the Gr'̂ up gave to i t s Chairmaji to transmit urgent reports 
of enforced or involuntary disappearances, received between sessions of the Group 
and requiring immediate action, to the Government ox the country concerned 
together with a rsnuest thai the Government transmit to the Group such information 
as i t might irish. Paragraph 43 of t;io report contains a short review of the 
s,ction carried cat in t}ia;t reg^ai-d. In. the pej^iod since i t s third session, the 
Group's Chairms.n has traiismitted urg-ent reports of enforced or invol-ontary 
disappearances to tb.e Goverrinients of f i ve coimtrios. 3."n two instances the Group 
was informed by the Government concerned that the person reported missing was in 
OjTficial custody and in g;ood hee,lth. In O J T O instance the Government in.formed 
the Group that a fu l l investiga'tion -/as being carried out into the reported 
disappearance. The Group ^/ishes to expre.'3S i t s tharJcs to the Governments which 
have responded to i t s requests for information. 1/ith regard to two urgent 
reports of disappearancGSp one in El Salvador and one in Cjiile, the Working Group 
received no replj'- from the Governjiient concerned, although; a f ter the Chairman's 
caljle had been sent, newspaper reports indicated that the person reported to have 
disappeared in Chile had been presented to a Cliilean court by Chilean security 
agents and charged i/ith subversive a c t i v i t i e s . This person was presented to the 
court 20 days af ter the date of his .reported disappeara,}Tce. ho o f f i c i a l 
confirmation of this court 3.ppearance has been received. 

7. On 13 February I 9 0 I the present addendum to the report of the V/oi\king Group 
on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances :̂'aQ adopted and signed by the members 
of the \forking Groiip, 

Viscoiint Golv i l l e of Culross (United Kingdom) 
Chaij^maa/Popport eur 

Ualeed rL Sadi (Jordaji) 

Ivan ToEOvslci (Yugoslavia) 

:[juis A. Varela Quiros (Costa Pica) 


