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The meeting was called to order at 3.45 p.m.

HUMAN RIHTS QUESTIONS (A/36/209; B/1981/25 and 28)

MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE STTUATICN AND EWSURE THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND DIGNITY OF ALL
MIGRANT WORKERS (E/1981/25 end 26)

1. ' Mr. VAN BOVEN (Directory Human Rights Division) said that, besides
introducirg the report of the Commission on Human Rights on its thirty-seventh
session, he would also refer to the question of the measures to imrrove the
situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrant workers.

2. At its thirty-seventh session, which iook place in Geneva from 2 February to
13 March 1981, the Commission had reaffirmed its place as the central organ of the
United Nations in matters of human rights end fundamental freedcms, The role of
the Coomission was reflected in the L0 resolutions and 12 decisions which it
adopted during its session and, in particuler, in the four draft resolutions end
19 draft decisions vhich it hed recommended to the Economic and Social Council for
adoption,

3. As in the past, the C ssion had made full use of pre-sessional and
sessional working groups of the sdditional meeting time which the Council had
authorized in 1980, Juring thascurrent year the Ccmmission had already requested
siriler suthorization from [the Council.

L. 'The three main areas which largely reflected the activities of the Commissicn
on Human Righte were stan -setting, violations of human rights and the
implementation of intcrnatﬁanal standards, end research and studies.

5. In the ares of ntanﬁnrﬂ-settiug, the Commission established at 1ts
thirty-seventh ssssion & sessional Working Group on the draft Declaration cn the
Elimiration of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion
or Belief. The Working Group had proposed a draft Declaration to the Commission
vhich the Commission -@dopted., Consequently, the Commission had recommended to the
General Assecbly, through the Council, thai the Assembly should consider the
Declaration, with & view to adopting and solemnly proclaiming it at the
thirty-sixth session, thus concluding the work begum in 1963.

6. As euthorized by the Eccnomic and Social Council, a Working Group met one
week prior to the Commission's session to consider the drafting of a Convention on
-Torture sud Other Crucl, Inhumasn and Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The
Working Group canhinugd.tu meet during the whole of the Commission's session.
Some progress Haa made and agreement was reached on a number of articles of the
draft cunventinm. The principal focus of the Working Group's discussions was |
measures for implementing ‘the sub. antive articles of the draft Declaration. The
Commission, in its resolution 25 (XOOVII), recognized that it was adviseble to
continue to work on the draft Convention in a Working Group.which would neet
before the. Commission's thirty—;%gﬁip Egsinn and it prnpﬂﬂed to the Council a
draft resolution which would au e Working Group to meet one week prior
to the Commission's next session to complete its work. .

Ey
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7. The Council also authorized s Working Group to meet for ‘one week prior to

the thirty-seventh session of the Commisbion to consider the draft Converttion on

the Rights of the Child. The impcrtance attached to that draft Conventich was ,
reflected in the wide participation¥l States and the interest shown by ¢ |
non-governmentel organizations. In its resclution 26 (30OVIT) the Commission

decided to continue at its thirly-elghth session as a matter of priority its work

on the draft Convention with & view to completingwii for transmission to the

General Assembly, ‘throughthe Ecoromic and Social Council. - For that purpose, it
r=quested the Council to authorize a cne-week session of an open-ended Working

Group priocr to the thirtyseighth sesslon. - . SonuTe s i

LI

s -
8. The Commissicn had also turned its atténtfon to the rights of personsti.
belonging to national, ethnicjy?feligious~find linguisticminorities. Durthgits
most recent session, the Commisdion had established a Working Group to considef a
draft Declaration on that subject. Agreement was reached on zome parts ofdt and
consequently in its resolution 21 (XOOVII) the Commission hed decided to-esteblish
at its thirty-eipghth sessidn an open~ended Working:-Group ir ‘8rdér to continue ze
consideration of the=draft Declaration. Similarly, in its resclution 19 (RVII)
the Commission had decided to.comsider at its next sedsion the question of. setting
further standerds in the field'of the individual's duties to the commmity.end-the
limitations en human rights end fundamentsl freedoms ,article 29 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, ' = )

=1

.1r 'w

9. In its resclution 3 (XOXVII) the Commission had also decided to consider at
its next sesiion the'possibility &f elsborating a draft declarsition concerning I
measures to'be taken against ideclogids ahd practices based con.terro® cp incitement
to racial discrimination or any otheé¥ forth' of group h?trad. ERAT PR

. ad . ) w o Lo 1.-:_ _ paed ot .,-"'. N
10. 1In the area of standard-setting, the Commissiocn pn Humen Rights bhadsalso dealt
with measures to improve the situbtion and ensure the hwiran rights and digrﬁj:;r of
migrant workers, The General Assembly had decided”upon the preparation of:a’ ~
convention on that subject and to that end had establishdd a Worling Group-which
began its work'during the last session of the General Asgembly, In its, . . -
resoluticn 35/198, the General Assembly decided that #h#& Working Group should h
an intersessiondl fe@ting’ of two weeks which would teke-placé-irmediately aftér the
present session-6£:the Economic and Social Councidi - In ‘resolution 37 (00VII) the
Commission on Humesh Rights noted those developmefits with satisfaction and expressed
the hope that- the General Assefbly would compléte the elaboration of the convention
at its thirty-sixth session. gt e T S

’ f s B A T T L n,t-,

11. 1In the seccnd of the main spherds of interdst -of the Commistion - thek -
concerning viclations of human rights and the implementation of .internaticnal
standards - the work of the Commission had developed along three lines. The
Coumission had studied in some detail ceifain-epecifiz-wiqlations of human rights
such es the denial of self-dctermination, racism and racial dicriminationy; ;.
massive exoduses of missing persons, /- B&¢ondly, the Commission had dealt with' the
situation of humhn rights in a number’ ofimpecific countries and territories. ...
“Thirdly; the Commission had teken steph’to proide alsistance to count¥les for the
restoration of humen rights and fundamental freedoms ard it hed adopted a proposal
aimed at providing aid to individual victims of human rights violations.

[eeo
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12, With regard to self-determination, he referred to resolution 14 (XXVII) of
the Commission Rights on the right of people to self-dstermination and

its spplication peoplee under colonial -or alien domination or foreign occupation.
He guoted the most impertant paragraphs of that resolution.

13, On the question of Palestine, the Commission, in its resolution 2 (J0OX(VII) .hed
reaffirmed the inaliensble rights of the Palestinian people to self-determination
and the egtablishment of a fully independant end sovereign State in Palestine., It
also reaffirmed the Pulestiniana' right to return to their homes -and called for
their return in exercise of their right to self-determination. The Commission alsc
strongly condemned all, partial agreements and separate treaties,

1ky On the question of Kampuchea, the Commission dealt with the problem of
fundamental human rights and freedoms, including ‘the right to self-determination of
the Kampuchean people. In thal comnexiom; the Commission had before it the re-riew
of the situation of human rights in Kampuches prepared by Mr, Boudhiba, In its
resolution 11 (XXXVIL), the Commission had reiteratéd its condemmation of the

gross and vinlltinns of human rights which had occurred and which
continued toldeeur {1 Kamfuchea and it sffirmed that the.primary violation of
buman rightasds-Kampuchea-at present.was the persistence of foreign occupation
which prevent$d thé people of Kampuchea from mrcining their right to -~
self-determination,

\.
15. With regard to the question of Western Sahara, the Commizsion, in its
resolution 12 (XOXVII) had dealt with the denial to the people .of Western Bahara
of "theif #ight to self-detarmination and other fundamental-human rights as a :
result of the occupatlion‘of their territory by Moroccos The Commission had also
reiterated the determination of the United Nations to co-operate fully with the
Organization of Africem Unity so as to ensble the pecpla of Western Bshara to
u:l:u'd.lu ’Ebair right La -self-determination and inﬁepend.nncﬂ.

16 In-it: resolution 13 (00vII) the Commission had J.‘Ll:wisa reuﬂirmed its
profound concern that the pecple of Afghanistan continued to be denied thelr right
to self-determination and had eppealed to &1l States and national and international
organlzatichs totktend humsnitarien relief assistance to the Afghan refugees in
co—ozﬂihttim with t.hu Ihit&d Eu.tiann High Coordasioner for Bni‘ugoun.

17, In the same'area, the Comtrimsiin on Human Rights had muptad raunlu!;!.m 7
(XOVII), entitled "Iap]_mntntim of the Programme for the Decada for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination”, in.which it hed welcomed the General
Asgenbly's ddeipion to hold in 1963 a secnut-inrld conference tu cmbui: racigm and
ruil].l‘ﬂilﬂ'iﬂnnﬁm. e e SO

with ﬂhn&rﬂ Ancub.‘lar ﬂlol'lxl:ion 35,’19]’, 'Ii‘.':la Camisﬂion, in 1ts
{(00VIT}, had recalled 'that large.exoduses were in many caseg, the .

result of violations of huméan ‘rights .and had.decided to nppod.'n'l; for a period of

one. ;rugi spacial rn.pport:u'ur to m.ay ‘the question. Rt
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19. With regard to the question of hostage-taking, the Cammission, irn ita
resolution 27 (XOXXVII), hed expresbed its concern at the increasing mmber of
hostage-takings and hu.:t called on all States to chserve and unconditionally
their iuternational obligations to protect diplomatic anf ‘consular personnel and
premises and to prevent the taking of hostages.

20. With regard to the question of enforced or involuntary disappearances, the
Commission had had before it the report of the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances emtablished by its resolution 20 (XXXVI), and had
decided to extend the Group's mandate for one year,'. The Etminuinn had requested
the Group to submit to it at its next session a rapnri'. on its work, together with
its conclusions and recommendationsy and to bear in mind tHe cbligation to
discharge 1ts mandate with discretion, so as to protect persons providing h.
information sndrto limit the dissemihation of information provided by Governments,
The Commission had also requested the Sub-Commission to continue studylng the moat
effective means for eliminating the problem, with a view to making Fpcommendations
to the Cormission at its thirty-eighth session, and had. decid&d to consider the
question at.that session. Ty : , 4
23!. At its thirty-seventh session, the ﬂﬁmini hnd. also dealt with gm quautinn
of the violation of human rights in a numbéy of specific situstions. In its
olution 1 (XXXVII)s on the violation of huitan rights.in the vccupied Areb
territories including Palestine, tkhe Commission hed condesmed certain Israeld
pqliciu and practices in the most Forceful tam " .

2."[2. With regard to South .ﬂrrit:u.e the. Cmniﬂuim hed had hn:rura ‘11'. the mport of
the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on southern Africa sna +he revised raport b
the Sub-Commission'a Special kapporveur, which contained a provisional list of
banks, transnaticmal corporations end other orgamizations giving assistance fo the
racist =wd colonial régime in South Africa, . In its geaolucion 5 (XXVIX), the
Commission had suggested that the United Nations General Assembly shnulq refer to
the International Court of Justice for comsideration the question of whether a

State which pursusd a policy of apsrtheid and denied. rightg as did "
South Africa cchld lawfully continue to hold a place- e intu!nu.tiuntl )

commnriity. in view of the provisions of the United. ,Hnt.irmu herter. The Commission
hed decided to renew.the mandate of the Ad Hoe.Working Grémp of Experts and. had
also decided that the Grdup should continue to institute inquiries in respect of
any person suspected of having beenjguilty in Nemibia'of.the crime of spartheid or
any other serious violation of humah rights and bring ring tHe Tgsults of thoss.
inquiries to the att n.of the;Commigsion. Las Iy 1t bad requested tha.
Economic and Social 4o transmit resolution 5 mn} to the Genarul
Asnﬂill;r, t.hﬁﬂewrity Comecil and the Special Committee against Eﬁni .

23, In 1tl rumlution 8 (X0VII) on-the adverss consequences for the cnja:rm!: of
humen rights of palitical, military, ‘econgiic snd cthex forms of,assistance given
to thie colonial'mnd racist régime ix:South Ap¥ica, the C saicd Nad dealt with
the problem of collsboration with and support for ilie PN s;and in its
resolutios & (XOXVII) it had dealt spicifically with yespect for human righta in
Hamibia and had requestsd the:Becurity Council,to comsider, imposing tory
econcmic sanctions against South Africa under Chapter VI1 of the Uni Rations
Charter, and to reinforce the arms embargo against South Africa. /
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24, The Commission had considered the question of human rights in Chile cn the
basis of reports submitted by the Special Rapporteur appointed by the Commission
at its thirty-fifth session snd had expressed its deep concern at the coneclusions
of the Rapporteur, according to which the human rights situation in Chile had not
improved but had, cor the contrary, deteriorated. Resolution 9 (JOXVII) reflected
the Commission's desire to put an end to the problem in that country.

25. With regard to Guatemala, the Commission had considered the report of the
Secretary-General and hed adopted resolution 33 (JOXXVII) relating to that country.

26. Similarly, the Commissicn's deep concerr at the grave violations of human
rights and Nundeamental freedoms in E1 Salvador had prompted it to adopt

resolution 32 (xEXVII], in which it had requested its Chairmen to appoint, after
consultations within the Buresu, a Special Representative of the Commission witk a
mandate to investigate reports sbout murders, sbductions, disappearances, terrcrist
acts and all gross violations of human rights and fundamental freedcas in

il Salvador and to mske recommendations as to what steps the Commiszion could take
to help to secure the enjoyment of human rights &nd fundamental freedoms in that
country.

27. Lastly, the Commission had dealt with the situation of human rights in
Bolivie and in |resolution 34 {X0O(VII) hed requested its Chairman to appoint, after
consultations within the Bureau, a Special Envoy of the Commission to make a
thorough study |of the human rights situation in Bolivie, thus accepting the
invitation of the Government of Bolivia, which had been transmitted to the
Commission by the General Assembly in its resolution 35/185.

I

28. In closed meetings the Commission had continued considering communications
concerning violations of human rights under the procedure established by
resolution 1503 (XIVIII) and the Chairman, before opening the public debate on the
question of vioclations of humen rights, had announced tha% the Cczmission had
teken decisions concerning 17 countries in private sessicns under that resolution.
Ag in previous years, the Commission had decided, subject to the approvel of the
Council, to set up a working group of five of its members to examine specific
situations that might be referred to it by the Sub-Commission and those which the
commission itself hed decided to keep under review,

20, With regard to the need to take steps to restore respect for human rights and
frndamental frecdoms where in previous situations such rights and freedoms head
been violated, and to provide assistance for that purpoce, the Commission had
adepted three resclutions concerning three specific countries: resolution 15
(X00VIT) on the Central Africen Republic, resolution 30 (JOOIVII) on the situation
in Ugande and resolution 31 (XXXVII) on the situaticn in Equetorial Guinea. With
regard to the last-namea country, the Commission had hed before it the report by
the Expert appoin pursuant to a 13:s0lution adopted by the Commission at its
thirty-sixth session. That report contained information on the three stage plan
for assistance to Equatoriel Guinea in the full restoration of human rights which
the Government of that country hed accepted., With e view to providing assistance
to the victims of vioulations of human rights, the Commission, in its

fran
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resolution 35 (QOXXVII), had invited the Cowmecil to recommend to the General
Aggemrly that it redesignate the United Nations Trust Fund for Chile as a
voluntary fund of the United Nations for victime of torture.

3C. In the field of research and studies, the Commission had continued to give
clese attention to some structural phencmena which caused serious violations of
humen rights and, in perticular, had studied the question cf the realization in
ell countries of the economic, sociel and cultural rights contained in the
Universal Declaration of Humen Rights and in the International Covenant on
Ecconomic, Sociel and Culturel Rights and the special problems which the developing
countries faced in their efforts to achieve those human rights. At the current
sessicn, the Commission had had before it the first part of a study prepared by
the Secretary-Generel on the regicnal and national dimensions of the right to
development as a human right, paying particular attention to the cbstacles
encountered by developing countries ip their efforts to secure the enjoyuent of
that right and the report of the Seminar on the effects of the existing unjust
international eccnomic order on the economies of the developing countries, and the
cbstacle that that represented for the lementation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, which had taken place in Geneva from 30 June to 11 July 1980.
The Commission's concern on the suhjecti:}x reflected in resolution 36 (XXXVII) in
vhich it had decided to establish a Working Group of 15 governmental experts %o
study the scope and contents of the right|to development and the most effective
means to ensure the realization, in all tries, of the economic, social and
culturel rights enshrined in various International instruments and hed requested
the Working Group to submit to the Commisgion at its next session a report with
conerete proposals for implementation of ;he right to development and for a draft
international instrument on the subject. !

31. The Commission had also adopted resolutiom 17 CIKK?II] on the report of the
Sub-Ccmmission on Prevention of Discriminetion and Protectlion of Minorities in
which it hed recalled various resolutions relating to the mandate of the
Sub-Commission and invited the Sub-Commission to teke note of the comments and
suggeetions made in the course of the Commission's discussion and to follow a
number of guidelines in preparing its report,

32. The Commission had alsoc considered an item entitled "further promotion and
encouragement of human rights and fundementel freedoms, including the questiom of
the programme and methods of work of the Commission; alternative approaches and
ways and means within the Ualted Natlions system for improving the effective
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms", and for that purpose had
established an open-ended working group. 8Since the Working Group's report
contained interesting ideas which merited further study, the Commission, in
resolution 23 (JOO(VII), had decided to establish a similar working group at its
thirty-eighth scasizz to zozntinue the consideration of the subject. The
Commission had elso requested the Secretary-General to draw the attention of the
Eccnomic and Social Council to resolution 23 (J0OVII) and the relevant chepter of
the Commission's report on its thirty-seventh seas.on.

/-
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33. The Commission had also adopted resolut’on 24 (XXXVII) on the development of
public information activities in the field of human rights in which it had made a
number of requests to Governments and to the Secretary-General.

?h. It had also taken up the question of human rights in its resolution 28
JOXVII) in which it had reiterated the right and responsibility of individuals
and organs of society to strive for the promotion and observance of the rights
recognized in international instruments on the subject.

35. The Commission on Human Rights, in performing its functions, should never
lose sjight of the human factor. Although much remained to be done to fulfil the
expectations placed in it, its efforts were being successfully deepened and
widened.

%. The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to draft resolution VIII entitled
"Welfare of migrant workers and their families" which the Commission for Social
Development recommended to the Council for its approval (E/1981/26, chap. I), and
resolution 37 adopted by the Commission on Human Rights at its recent sesaion
(E/1981/25, chap. XXVIII).

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENRT QUESTIONS (conmtinved) (A/36/70, 115, 135, 140 and Add.l and 2;
E/1900/112 end Corr.l (English only); E/1981/3, T’md 26; E}'lgBle.E/L.lwh and L.7

37. Mr, KAMIL (Indonesia), introducing the dreft resolution entitled
"Co-ordination end information in the field of youth" (E/1981/C.2/L.1) on behalf
of the delegations of Algeria, Bangladesh, Burundi, Ecuador, India, Morocco,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Senegsl, Venezuela, Yugoslavia &nd his own delegation,
noted that the report prepared by the Secretary-General in accordancs with
Economic and Social Council resclution 1979/27 (A/36/35) was restricted to certain
aspects ¢f co-ordinetion and information in the field of youth and that a
systemetic analysis of views, cbservetions and suggestions of the specialized
agencies end United Nations bodies on the needs and aspirations of young pecple in
the contemporary world had been postponed. Accordingly, and teking into account
the fact that the preparatory process for International Youth Year had already
started, the sponsors of the draft resolution believed that it was useful to
request the Secretary-General to continue to analyse the views, cbservations and
suggestions of the specialized agencies and United Naticms bodles on the situation,
needs and aspirations of youth in the contemporary world and to report to the
Council at its first regular session of 1982, The report would bz of great help
in meking preparations for International Youth Year.

38. Moreover, at itz twenty-first session, 'gha Committee for Programme and
Co-ordinetion would ymderteke a programme analysis of youth activities in the
United Nations system, Thus it would be useful for the Council to consider, at
its second regular session ir 1981, the comments and recommendations of CFC on
the co-ordinaetion of United Nations activities in the field of youth, an idee
which wes reflected in operative parsgraph 2 of the draft resolution.

[ee
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39. In presenting the draft resolution, the sponsors were inspired by the
importance attached to International Youth Yzar and they hoped that the draft
resolution would be adopted by concensus. i ,

- I
Lo, Mrs, DEVAWD (France) introducing the draft resolution entitled "Women trd
development” (8/1981/C.2/L.k) on behalf of the delegations of Belgium, Poland ond
France, noted that in various Thited hations documents mmong the groups mentioned
as deserving special attention and social protection were the elderly, youth, the
hendicapped, offenders and women. Her delegation had already stated its opposition
on previcus occasionz to the identification of women as a disadvantaged social
group in need of speciel protection. Obviously, there were women who were members
of particular groups and who, as such, were entitled to special protection.
However, identifying all women as a disadvantaged group denied all women the right
to participate as agents and beneficlaries of integrated economic and social
development., Despite that fact, women had participated and continued to
participate in social development as the equals of men and, accordingly, they had
the same right Lo share in the benefits of development. '

Ll. The aim of the sponsors of $he draft resolution was for United Nations
documents to serve as an example, to stop including women among the marginal
categories and to refer instead to their necessary participation in econcmic and
sociel development and in the relevant decision-meking process. In view of the
importance of recognizing the equal rights of.women, it was to be hoped that the
draft resolution would be adopted by the Comittee,

L2, Ma. WELLS (Austrelia) introducing an amendment to draft resolution XI
contained in the report of the Commission for Social Development (E/198%/C.2/L.7),
noted that the draft resolution highlighted the importance which the Council
attached to co-ordination between its functional commissions and committees and
to the development of & conceptual framework for an integrated approach to
developmental problems, particularly in the field of social development.,

k3. In that comnexion, it should be noted that one of the most important
conceptual advances made by the Commission on Humew. Rights had been to identify
the right to development as & human right. In view of the existence of = Working
Group of Governmental Experts established in pursuance of resolution 36 {(300VIT)
of the Commission on Human Rights to study the meaning of the right to development,
it would be appropriate to draw to the Working Group's attention resolution XI of
the Commission for Sociel Development, the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group on
the Social Anpects of the Development Activities of the United Naticns (El?ﬁlf 3)
and the note by the Secretary-General on aspects of social development in the 1980s
(E/cN.5/585), a1l of which were referred to in her delegation's proposed amendment.

ACTIVITIES FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN: UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN:
EQUALITY, DEVELOPMERT AND PEACE (continued) (E/1981/32 and 33; E/1981/NG0/2;
E/1981/C.2/L.5 and L.6)

L%, Mrs. DEVALD (France), introducing the draft resclution entitled "Social
indicators applicsble to studies on women" (Eflg&ljc.E[L_s}, aaid that there was 2

fase
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long-standing desire to standardize terms of referenca used in research and studies
on women with & view to facilitating comparisons. There was a need therafore to
develop socisl indicators for measuring the progress made in promoting the
edvancement of women. In that comnexion, the establishrent of the International
Research and Training Tnstitute for the Advancement of Women could assist the
Branch for the Advancement of Women in conducting its assessments and studies; hence
the importance of estsblishing a permanent lirk between the two bodies. Her
delegation hoped that the draft resoluticn, which dealt primarily with an
orgenizational matter, would be adopted by consensus. :

45, Introducing the draft resolution entitled "Irternational Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women" (E/1981/C.2/L.6), she emphasized that the
decision to set up the Institute had been taken five years eailier, A Diractor

had elready been nominated ard & hesdquarters agreement had already been concluded,
A11 that was needed now was to give expressicn to the politicel will to bring the
Tnstitute into operation. Tt should be noted in that connexion that delays had very
adverse consequences in that they caused initial enthusiasm to dissipate and might
result in the loss of financial support.

LA, Before the Copenhagen Ccmrﬁca a provisional mecretariat had been in
existence and various documents been ispued which were now difficult to cobtain,
Subsequently, the provisicnal secretariat been disbanded for reasons wnknown to
the Board of Trustees, and for six months the work of the Institute had been
interrupted. In the circumstances, her delegation considered it necessery to meke a
speciel appeal to the officials concerned to rectify the situation as scon as
nossible.,

The meeting rose at 5,20 p.m.




