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The meeting wes called to order at 3.20 p.m.

SOCTAL DEVELOPMENT QUTSTIONS (continued) (E/1980/31; A/35/130; E/1980/C.2/L.2, L.5
end L.T)

1. Nr. FARRUGIA (Malta), ir:iroducing draft resolution Ef1280/C.2/L.5, relating to
the Hovlid Assenbly on the Niderly to be held in 1982, recalled that the General
Asserbly, in resolution 33752, had decided to convene the Horld Assembly with

a view to launchimg an international action programme aimed at guaranteeing
economic aid social security to older persons, as well as opportunities to

o tribute to pational development. As requested by the General Assembly, the
Secretary-General had elaborated a draft programme and had made recommendations on
the organization and objectives of the World Assermbly that were contained in
document Af35/130.

2. The draft resolution, sponsored by Malta, Wepal and the United States, wes aimed
at ensuring that the preparations for the Vorld Assembly in 1992 would proceed in an
sppropriate manner and in due time, He drew attention to the second preambular
paragraph, whicl identified the main issues to be considered by the Assembly in

1982, as put forward by the Secretary-Genmeral in chapter II, section C, of his
report. He also recalled that General Assembly resolution 34/225, mentioned

in the sixth prearmbular paragraph, concerned the identification of sctivities that
werc completed, obsolete, of marginel usefulness or ineffective.

3. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the draft resolution concerned the designation of a
Secretary-General ror the World Assesbly. In view of the importance of that
Assembly, its Secretery--General should be & recognized expert on the nginy and should
be enpgaged full-time. Porsgraphs 1 and 2 supplemented the Secretary-General's
proposals in document A/35/130; those proposals vere agein mentioned in paregraph 3
of the draft resolution, in which the Council recommended that the General Assembly
should epprove them. Lestly, it was suggested in parsgraph U that an item

entitled “World Assemtly on the Elderly" should be included in the provisional
agends for the thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly.

L. The sponsors of the draft resolution considered that those measures would
ensure the success of the Vorld Assembly in 1982; a decision in that regard should
be taken at the current sessicn of the Council.

S. ~ Mrs. SEMICHI {(Algeria) considered that the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Social
Aspects of the Development Activities of the United Nations had painstakingly
discharged the complex mandate which the Council had entrusted to it in

resolution Ef1979/45 by including in its report (E/1980/31) recormendations 'for
improvements in dealing with social aspects of development within the United

Hations".

6. First, she noted with satisfaction that, in chapter I, paragreph 8, of the
report, the experts had stressed the indivisible nature of the development process.
At the national level, the success of any social development policy - the solution
of problems in such fields as health, housing and education - therefore depended
on the underlying economic conditicns.
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7. In the chapter devoted to recommendations, the experts had emphasized the
need for structursl reforms aimei at meeting the needs of the population, which
implied the speedier establishment of the new internationsl economic order. They
had alsc noted the importance of co-ordination within the United Nations system,
and her delegation accordingly supported the recommendatiuns for improving the
functioning of the Economic and Social Council and for heving greater attention
paid to the gquestion of enlarging the membership of the Council.

8. As to the recormendation in paragraph L2 of the report that the Third Committee
of the General Assembly should regain its primary responsibility for =social
development, her delegation felt that the discussions schould be balanced so that
social development questions received the attention they deserved. She also noted
with intercst the role assigned to the Centre for Social Development and
Yumanitarian Affairs, especially in regard to the integration of women in
development. It was important for the Centre to ensure co-ordination of all
programmes benefiting women undertaken throughout the United Hations system, as
well as questions releting to social development.

9. Given the importance of the Working Group's recommendations, her delegation
would support eny initiative amimed at extending the mandate of the Group to enable
it to submit its full and final report to the Economic and Social Council at its

first regular session of 1981.

HUMAH RIGHTS QUESTIONS (continued) (E/1980/9 and Corr.l and Add.l and 2,
E/19B0/13 and Corr.l, E/16E80/25: E/CN.5/558, chap. VII: E/1980/KG0/1)

10. Mr. XANE (Senegel) said thet the prozoticn and pretecticn of huzen rights
constit:.ed one of the primary tasks of the United lations since the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Hurman Rights and the two Intermational Covenanis
on Civil and Political Rights end on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

11. The report of the Commissic a on Human Rights (a il thirty-sixth session
(E/1980/13 and Corr.l) testified to the growing importance for each people of the
full enjoyment of the fundumental principles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights; the degreding situation of the pecples of South Africa and

famibia illustrated those legitimate aspirations. Senegal accordingly supported
the decisions taken by the Commission on Human Rights especially with regard to
the convening of an international conference on sanctions against South Africa.
Beforehand, however, all States which had not yet done so should halt all
assistance to the racist régime of South Africa. 1In that connexion, it would be
desirsble for all Stalss Members of the United Nastions to accede to the various
international instrumcnts on the elimination of racisc and raciel discrimination,
- acluding the Int~rnational Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of

the Crime of Apartheid.

12. In the occupied Arab territories, the situaticn had hardly changed, since
Israel continued to torture Arab detainees and to violate the Geneva Convention
relative to the Prctection of Civilian Persons in Tipe of Var, which was a war
crime and an affront to mankind. Moreover, in its resolution 465 (1980), the
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Security Council had deplored the acts committed by Israel. The internstional
community should no longer tolerate the abridgment of religious freedoms and
practices and the mass arrests of the inhebitants of the occupied territories.

13. Eis delegation was also concerned by the situation in Chile, in which the
United Kations hal sought to bring about a solution, first by eppointing a
commission of inguiry and then by authorizing the Chairmay of the Commission

on Human Rights, &% its thirty-fifth session, to appoint experts and a Special
Rapporteur to study the question of human righta in Chile. GSenegal hoped that the
Counecil would approve the recommendation of the Commission on Human Rigats that
the mandate of the Special Rapporteur should be extended for snother year, and
er:i:;st]a- hoped that the Chilean Government would collaborate with him in good

1k. It was common knowledge that international peace and security were threatened
not only by the flagrant violations of civil and political rights in certain
countries but also by the existence of economic disparitics among natione.

The enjoyment in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights therefore
constituted a just claim. By erphasizing that economic, social and cultural rights
were inseparsble from civil and political rights, the Commission had accepted the
concept of "right to development", the exercise of vhich implied a climate of peace
and the establisiment of an equitable international economic order. In that regard,
his delegation hoped that the Council would have no difficulty in teking note of
resolution T (XXXVI) of the Commission, in which the Secretary-General was requested
to furnish all the assistance necewsary to enable a study to be undertaken of the
"regional and national dimensions of the right to development ac a human right,
paying particular attention to the obstacles encountered by developing countriea

in their efforts to secure the enjoyment of that right". On that same subject,

his delegation also hoped that the secinar scheduled to be held on that questicn

at Geneva from 30 June to 11 July 1980 would make it possible to determine the
effects of the existing unjust international economic order on the economies of

the developing ccuntries, and thus on the right to development.

15. With regard to missing and disappeared persons, his delegation welcomed the
establistment for one year of & Working Group consisting of five members of the
Commission to serve as experts appointed in their individual cepacities, to examine
that question (resolution 20 (JOXVI)). That judicious decieicn would certainly
help to eliminate the political proctices that were unfortunately prevalent in
certain countries Members of the Uaited Hatioms.

16. Despite some glimmers of hope for better protection of human rights and
freedoms in certain regions of the world, such as the mccession of Zimbabwe to
independence, the overthrow of the Somoza régime and the vote on 23 April in the
Council of Burupe on the right of the Palestinien people to self-determination, a
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large proportion of merkind continued to be denied enjoyment of the fundamental
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Kampuchea and Afghanistan,
for example, were still unjustly unoccupied by foreign Powers in violation of the
elementary rules of internstional lew and resolutions of the United Nations

General Assembly. The growing practice of kidnapping and torture, the summary
executicn of fallen political leaders recently carrisd out in Liberia despite the
sppeals for clemency nade by the Secretary-General of OAY, the Secretary-General

of the United Nations and the President of the thirty-fourcth session of the General
Assembly, indicated - should any indication still Ve needed - that the international
community had a long way to go in protecting human rights end fundamental freedoms.
The exclusion of the representstive of Liberia from the OAU summit conference held
et Lagos was Africa's response to the barbaric, inhuman end degrading acts recently
committed in Liberia.

17. The time had therefore come to act and to insist once again on raising the
question of the methods end means available within the fraxework of the United
Mations system for providing a better guarantee of the effective enjoyment of

human rights and fundamentel freedoms. In that regard, Senegal would welcome
transformation of the Divison of Human Rights into a centre for human rights, hoping
that that would merely mark a stage in a process that should lead to the
establishment of a post of United Nations High Commissicoer for Human Rights.

In fact there was a need for effective and permanent machinery that would elicipate
injustices and inequelities, tension and massive and flagraat violations of human
rights vherever they occurred.

18. Senegal, vhich fully appreciated the significance of the struggle for human
rights, had in the past several years been engeged in a major effort to give its
citizens an awareness of those fundamental, sacred rights. Moreover, it was,
together with the countries members of the Organization of African Unity, taking
part in the preparation of an African cherter of human rights and rights of the
people; that would be followed by the establishment of an African commission on
human rights, wvhich, like those to be found in other regions of the world, would
devote all its efforts to promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental
freedoms.

19. Mr. POLSTER (Ireland) said that the extremely long report of the Commission

on Human Rights reflected the work of a wery busy session which had produced some
highly important conclusions and had shown that Hewber States were taking increased
interest in human rights questions. It was to be hoped, howvever, that the
Commission would not develop into a replica of the Third Committee.

20. His delegation welcomed draft resolution III concerning the development of
public information activities in the field of human rights. However, it felt
that, pending implementation of the provisicns of the draft, the Economic and
Social Council should invite the Secretary-General to ensure that financial

and other resources were made available in order to improve the preparation and
distribution of existing publicaticcs.
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21. His delegation supported draft resolution V and draft decision 16 concerning
the establishment of open-ended working groups prior to the thirty-seventh gsession
of the Commission for the purpose of slaborating draft conventions on “orture and
on the rights of the child. Ir view of the importance of the workinm groups vhich
bhad been entrusted with the elahoration of draft international instruments, he
supported draft decision 18 but felt that it should have referred specifically to
other, equally important sessional vorking groups, particularly those vhich were tc
prepare instruments on religious intolerance and minorities.

22. His delegation was also pleased at the establishment of the working group on
the question of missing and disappeared persons. The practice of kidnapping, which
vas increasingly widespread throughout the world, struck at the very roots of
legality and civilization, and the international community must ot only condemm it
but also assist in its eradication. He hoped that the vorking group which had now
been estiblished would be a first step towards that end.

23. His delegation had noted draft decision 4 concerning the preparation of a
study on the nev interpstional economic order and the promotion of human rights.

He drew attention in that comnesiou to the interdependence and indivisibility of
g1l human rights, which had becn reaffirmed in a mmber of United Nations
resolutions, end emphasized the need for effective co-ordination among the various
sectors of the Organization vhich dealt with those matters. It should also be
borne in mind, however, that politicil will was essential in order to maintain

and promote civil and political rights, vhereas development and prosperity, although

important, were not alwvays essential to that task.

2k, Since the end of the Commission's thirty-sixth session, there had been further
violations of human rights in various parts of the world. The international
commmity could not remain indifferent when human rights were not merely denied but,
in sddition, their principal spokesmen were struck down. No individual in

El Salvador had been more prominent than its Archbishop in the peaceful struggle to
engure respect for civil and political rights and the promotion of economic and
social rights in that country, and it was for that reason that he hed been coldly
and deliberately murdered. The Irish Government had condemmed that murder, as had
the pine States members of the European Commmity, which had issued a joint statement
on the subject. The new administration which had taken office in El Salvador in
October 1979 hr.i proved incapable of carrying through the programme of reform and
1ibernlization which it had announced. It must now be hoped that the people of

El Ealvador would soon enjoy all their rights and that Mgr. Romero's efforts on
bepalf of social justice and equality would bear fruit, so that his sacrifice would

pot ha = been in wvain.

#5. Mr. SEFRIFIS (Cyprus) recalled that his delegation had repeatedly urged that
the Commission on Humen Rights should adopt a more pragmatic approach, taking
action-oriented decisions and then following them through until their application.
All oppressed peoples and individusle, such as those in southern Africa, the Middle
East and Cyprus, should be able to look to the Commission as the supreme Inman
rights organ of the United FNations system where concrete measures were teken to

lov.



Ef1980/C.2/SR.20
English
Page T

(Mr. Sherifis, Cyprus)

ensble them at last to enjoy their rights. His delegation therefore welcomed the
establishment of a working group on the question of missing and disappe.red persons;
as the representative of a country with an unusually large number of missing
perscns, he wigshed to stress the urgency and importance of the task entrusted to
the working group. His delegation therefore supported draft decision 6, in which
the Economic end Sociasl Council approved the establishment of the group.

26. His delegation also fully endorsed the provisions of draft resolution III as
vell as those of draft resolution V concerning the elaborution of a draft
convention on torture. In connexion with araft decision 7, he reaffirmed his
delegation's support for the Special Rapporteur, vhose integrity, objectivity and
sbility were well known to all. Finally, his delegation gave unqualified supvort
to draft decision 11 concerning the reinstatement of summary record. for the
Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities.

27. Miss CAO-PINEA (Italy) observed that the year before, when the Economic and
Social Council had decided to enlarge the membership of the Commission and to
extend the duration of its sessions, no one had had a clear idea of how those
important changes would affect the Commission's work. Moreover, the international
situation had been characterized by alarming signs of instability. Her delegation
felt that the Commission could not simply do its normal work and ignore
international events, for every new event on the international scene had human
implications. Her delegation was therefore pleased that the Commission had made its
voice heard and demonstrated its vitality by adopting resclution 3 (00VI)
concerning the right of the Afghan people to self-determination.

28. Her delegaticn hoped that the international situation would be more stable

by the time the next session was held, since that would facilitate the Commission's
function of promoting full respect for human rights and would encourage a shift
avay from a punitive role towards a corrective one, as the observer for Canada had
very rightly noted.

29. The right to self-determination was also dealt with by Commission resolution
10 (1OXVI) concerning the Lancaster House Agreement. However, it had not been
possible for the resoluti<n to be adopted by consensus, since the Commission had
failed to recognize the importance of the Agreement, which had demonstrated the
possibility of achieving a peaceful transition to independence and majority rule;
the telegram subsequently sent to the Prime Minister-designate of Zimbabwe had not
fully made up for the shortcomings of the resolution.

30. Another current matter - ope wvhich concerned the rights of individuals - had
8lso been considered by the Commission; he wvas referring to the Sakharov case,
vhich was a symbolic casc of non-viclent political dissent. In its decision

11 {0OVI), the Commission had deferred consideration of the matter until its next
session; however, in resolution 23 (XXXVI) it had called upon all individuals to
strive to promote respect for the rights and freedoms enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights without prejudice to articles 29 and 30 of the
Declaration.,
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31. Referring to the sgznda items on which the Commission had made significant
progress and taken concrete action, he cited in particular the question of missing
end disappeared persons (resolution 20 (XOXVI)), the question of massive exoduses
(resolution 30 (X0OXVI)), the human rights situation in Democratic Kempuchea
(resolution 29 (OVI)) - in connexion with which her delegation supported draft
decision 14 - and the situation of human rights in Equatorial Guinea, which, after
having been coneidered at closed meetings the previous year, had been discussed at
public meetings and dealt with in resolution 33 (XOXVI). Her delegation was
pleased to note that, in dealing with those questions, the Commission had not
merely reiterated certain principles but had made provision for concrete action and
for diversified types of action according to the nature of each question. That wvas
a promising trend which she hoped would continue.

32. All those deliberations of the Commission would add considerably to the already
heavy workload of the Division of Human Rights, whose structure, manpower and
resources would thus become even more inadequate than they had been at the time of
the adoption of Ceneral Assembly resolution 3L/LT, which called for changing the
Division's name to Centre for Human Rights and providing it with fipancial and
other resources. The Commission had endorsed that proposal in resolution

22 (XXxvI), end her delegation was confident that the Secretary-General would also
prove responsive on the matter.

33. Among the questions on which her delegaticn felt that the Commission had taken
insufficient action were those of the further promocion and encouragement of human
rights and fundamental freedoms and of the realization of economic, social and
cultural rights. With regard to the first of those questions, the Commission hed
adopted resolution 28 (JOOVI), but the procedural mature of that resolution
indicatcd the cactious manner in which the Commission was proceeding on the matter.
Her delegation, which attached great importance to both questions, felt that the
over-all anslysis referred to in that resolution could not be regarded as having
been completed with the adoption of resolution 1979/36 of the Economic and Social
GG‘.I:IEI-C:I'.J.. HBowever, it welcomed the provisions of operative paragraph 2 of resvlution
28 (xxXvI).

34. With regard to the right to development, she felt that the question should
receive continued study, since resolutions 6 (XOXVI)} and T (X0OXVI), which had been
adopted on the matter, reflected different approaches to the question of the right
to development. Her delegation, for its part, felt thut any further study of the
nature nnd content of the right to development should be based on a concept of
development as a global process of growth of the vhole of society in all ite
components and should not adhere to the narrow concept of development as & process
of purely economic growth. Moreover, a distinction should be drawn betveen the
right "of" development and the right "to" development as a human right. The right
to development, as a right of the individual, was not a new right but a synthesis
of all the human rights which had alreedy been proclaimed, and it therefore related
not only to economic, social and cultural rights but to all human rights, vhich
were ivterdependent and indivisible. Finally, the right to development, as &
right of peoples, should be regarded as a universal right to be pursued by means of
dielogue and co-operation, taking into account the interdependence of all countries.
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35. Mr. JOSER (Australia) said that, when Australia had begun its term as &
member of the Commission on Humun Rights after an absence of 22 years, the
Commission had hed a reputation for being concerned with only a narrow range of
problems limited to a few select regions of the world, for being reluctant to come
to gripe with festering problems of human rights in other parts of the world and
for holding debates vhich never amounted to more than a compilation of clichés.
Three years later, on completion of its term, Australia was pleased to note that
the Cormission showed concern for human rights issues, vherever they might arise,
end that violations of human rights wers regarded as legitimate matters of concern,
no matter how powerful the country involved or vhat kind of smoke-screen might be
employed to conceal national embition.

36. Australia had also seen that the Commission's debates were not sterile
exercises. At its thirty-sixth session, fcr example, the Commission on Human

Rights had adopted a highly important resolution on the question of the human

rights situation in Kempuchea. His delegation urged once again the implementation
of the provisions of that resolution, including the provisions relating to
humanitarien matters. The Commission hed also adopted a resolution on the situation
in Afghanistan, vhich in the frankness of its language, surpassed all other
resolutions adopted at the Geneva session, and it had adopted important resolutions
on southern Africa, vhere the abhorrent system of apartheid should continue to be

a major concern of the civilized world.

37. Human rights violations in individual countries conetituted delicate ground
on which to tread, given current teneions in the world and the great diversity of
views and ambitions. Accordingly, it was necessary to avoid simplistic approaches,
to bear in mind the complex political environments in which otherwise reformist
Governments were condermed to operate, and to reflect intelligently on all those
factors when considering whether the international commmity could usefully
intervene. MHoreover, in prescribing solutions to some human rights problems, the
international commumity should pause to make sure that the altermative was not the
creation of tightly collectivist societies where people rushed for any glimpse of
an exit.

38, Having said all that, his delegation recognized the need for a dynamic crgan
at the centre of the United WHations system to promote respect for umiversally
recognized principles, such as the right to self-determination, the right to
freedom from discrimination, the right to freedom of movement and of expression,
and the basic right to a decent standard of living. That role was being performed
very creditably by the Commission on Human Rights.

35. At its thirty-sixth session, the Commission had adopted 38 resclutions and
19 decisions, and had broken new ground, particularly with regard to missing or
disappeared perscns, mass exoduses, the “good offices" role of the Secretary-
General in the field of human rights, and the right to development.

LO. Other important work had been undertaken on the drafting of four human rights
instruments dealing with the inadmissibility of torture, the rights of the child,
the elimination of discriminatien on grounds of religion or belief and the rights
of perscns telonging to minorities.
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k1. The Cormission had also expressed its concern for the protection of the
rights of United lations staff, and had considered ways of brin;ing about a
restoration of individual and civil rights, for exauple in Equatorial Guinea.

L2. JHis dele-ation found that chanpe in the Commission's approach to be most
encouraping. Ia its view the Cormission had Lenefited from the expansion of its
membership, which had .ade it possible for a vider renge of opinions to be
brourht to bear; indeed, thousht mipht be riven to the possibility of further
increasine~ the Conmission's membership.

k3. His dele-ation hoped that the Cconowic and Social Council would adopt by
consensus craft resolution III (XXXVI) concernins the development of public
information activities in the field of husan riphts, and it supported the
proposal to request the Secretary-General to upprade the Division of Human
Rights toc the status of & centre and to provide it with adequate financial and

other respurces.

L4, ,ir. AL-IAISI (Iraq) said that the right cf peoples to self-determination was
the basic risht par excellence since the cecupation of one country by another
made the exercise of all other riphts impossible. Experience had shown that
réprimes vhich failed to respect that basic ri-ht also committed various
viclations of the human person, as evidenced by the arbitrary detentions

and deportations suffered by Palestinian Arabs in the occupied territories.

The elimination of racism from the world was another prerequisite for the
establishment of & society in which human rights were safepuarded. The very
existence of the Zionist entity in Palestine and the racist régime of South
Africa constituted a serious obstacle to the enjoyment of human riphts and the
establishment of peace in the wvorld. The right of peoples to economic and
cultural developrent was another basic ripght the enjoyment of which was

impeded by the sxisting international economic system. It was therefore
essential to establish a new international economic order vhich would enable
the developin= countries to meet the lLasic needs of their citizens. In that
connexion he r-called the proposal rmade by the President of the Republic of
Iraq for the establishient of a special fund to help the develupin® countries
to combat inflation. Indeed, all rirhts, vhether civil, political, econonic,
social or cultural, were closely interrelated, althoush the developing countries
were obliged temporarily to pgive priority to economic, social and cultural
rights in order to create, as the General Assembly had emphasized in resolution
130 (;20II1), conditions conducive to the exercise of the other rirhts. The
extensive canpaizn undertaken by Iraq to eradicate illiteracy, vhich was a
prerequisite for creating awvareness among citizenz of their riphts, reflected

that priority.

L3. Those wno exploited the cause of human ripghts for political or propaganda
purposes were misleadins world public opinion, If a country cenuinely respected
rights, it should demonstrate that attitude by acceding to all international

human rights instruments. Accordingly, on the occasion of the thirty-first
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of ljuman Rirhts, the National

Committee on Human Rights in Iraq had condermed all violations of the rights of the
peoples, declared null and void all agreements vhich conflicted with the right to
self-determination. denounced racist practices, particularly in Palestine and South

Africa, expressed its solidarity with peoples seeking to establish societies free
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from oppression and exploiiation, and called upon Ltates which had not yet accedeq
to the husan ripnts instruments to do so wvithout delay.

LG, ik, ¥RDOS (Hunrary) welcomed the resolutions adopted by the Commission on
liuman Rirnts at its thirty-sixth session, anc particularly those condemninr
violations of hwan rishts in the occupied Arab territories, in Chile and in
southern Africa, as well as those dealin;, vith the eajoyrment of econcmic, socirl
and cultural ri~hts aad the particular problems faced by developins countries in
seeking to easure the exercisc of those ririts.

LT. I'is deleration had taken an active part, as an cbserver, in the deliberations
of the Cormmission, narticularly during its discussion of the situations in
Afrhanistan and Kampuchea. In thot connexion, it aad been unable to suopnort
resolutions 3 and 29 (XXXVI) wvhich mave a distorted picture of the situation
prevailing in those two countries. lis delepation also had reservations akcut
resolution 22 (XHVI) and draft decision 10 (IZUAVI), which envisaced the
possibility of redesipnating the Division of Huran Richts. His delepation

vas convinced that in order to irmprove the protection of human rights it Jas better
to ralie use of all the existing possibilities and to strenmthen co-operation amons
verber States-than to expend the institutionel wachinery.

L3. Otherwise his deleration had no difficulty in supnorting the draft

resolutions and draft decisions proposed by the Commission, particularly draft
decisions 7, 3, 9 and 16 concerning, respectively, Chile, the preparaticn of a
study on the rirnt to development, assistance to racist and colonial rérimes in
southern Africa and a convention on the rights of the child. With regard to draft
decision 14 (X2VI), his delepaticn hoped that the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of ldnorities would consider the facts more <losely
and avoid ereating confusion between the situation which had prevailed in Kampuchea
at the end of the blood-thirsty Pol Pot ré:ime and the situation which currently
existed in that country.

LO. nir. tATCLIAY (Yugoslovia) said that the thirty-sixth sessicn of the Commission
on Human Ri:hts Lad been held in extremely unfavourable international conditions,
at & time marked by a peneral exacerbation of tensions, a worseninp of relations
between the preat Powers, and the emergence of new crises in the world. Witha
viev to expanding their spueres of influence, the prest Powers wvere icereasinely
resorting to the use of force in the form of military interventions on a larper
scale, in order to bring pressure to bear on smaller States and interfere in their
internal affairs in wviolatior of their independence and sovereignty. All those
factors had naturally had & negative impact on the work of the session, whici had
been uarked to a sreater extent than before by confrontations between political
bloes. As & result, some questions, particularly those relating to nigrant
workers - consideration of which had been postnoned until the thirty-seventh
session - had not received the attention they deserved.

50. In spite of thoce difficulties, the Commission had on the whole carried out
its work satisfoctorily, and it was important to note in that connexion the
positive part played by rost of the non-alined countries that vere members of the
Coimission. In particular, he welcomed the way in which the Commission had

spproached a nuuber of fundamental issues, such as racis~ and racial discrimination,

wass violations of human rishts in individusl countries, and the elaboration of a
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comprehensive concept of human rishts which save dye prominence to tie rizit to
developreat. The concept of self-determination had also been considered from a
new en~le. Several delegations had expressea the opinion, which his delegation
shared, that the risht to self-determination did not mean simply the achievenwent of
independeuce but alsc encompassed & country's right to choose the course of its own
internal development and foreisn policy. Such a concept should help to
derocratize international relations, a process which must be part ano parcel cf gll
efforts to ensure the realization of huran rights.

51. The concept of self-determination must also e extended to the human person.
Individuals must have the rirht and the opportunity to determine the vonditions
roverning their life and work and the commission should pay due wttention to that
issue in its future work. Ia Yugoslavia, the principle of workers' managenent
fully suaranteed the inalienable risht of all citizens to take whatever decisions
they believed pertinent to their life, vork cnd political or professional
associations. That right guaranteed genuine democracy and the enjoyment of all
freedoms.

52. His delezation welcomed the interest which {xember States had shown in its
draft declaration on the rights of minorities. The adoption of such a declaration
would constitute an important contribution to the promotion of auman riphts in
ceneral, for it was difficult to irarine a majority enjoyinp genuine freedom ifl it
had not first ensured the same freedom for the minority.

33. As a uon-aligned, socialist self-manaring country, Yuroslavia had been very
active in the wvork of the Commission on Human lipghts for many years, and visued to
continue that activity in the future. The Yuroslav Government had therefore
decided to seek re-election to the Cormission at the current session of the
Lconomic and Social Council and hoped that its candidature would meet with general

approval.

54. ldss OBAFEMI (lligeria} welcomed the recent victory of the people of Zimbabwe
as a decisive step towvards the realization of human rizhts in southern Africa. She
also congratulated the lnited Kinguom Government on the positive role it had ployed
in that connexion and paid tribute to the front-line States for their unswervins
support of the liberation movements. Nigeria wvas totally committed to the cause of
eliminating racial discrimination in Africa and had supported all the resclutions
of the Cormission on Human Rights on that question. The liberation of Zimbabwe was
only one stame in the liberation of southern Africa in general and of South Africa,
the last bastion of racism, in particular. That bastion survived only becouse it
was supported by the Vestern countries, which continued to collaborate in all ureas
with the amartheid régive vhile proclaiming their opposition to racial
discrimination. It was time that the Uestern countries went beyond mere npious
statements and ratched their words with deeds. Their collusion with South Africa
was not only impeding the people's strupgple for liberation but also limiting the
ranre of options open to the liberation movenents.

55. The advent of a society free from foreipn exploitation and all forms of
economic and political colonialism went hand in band with the establishment of n new
interpnational economic order. It should not be forgotten that the present cheotic
state of the world economy rave rise to numercus injustices and inequities, of

/...
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which the developing countries were the wain victims. In that connexion, her
country would like to see nev initiatives talien to awend the rules of international
co-operation so as tc enable countries to exercise full sovereirmty over their
natural resources. [xistinp international econouic instruments such as the

Charter of Ecopomic Ki-fts and Duties of States should Le revised or revorued S0
as feitafully to reflect the principles of the nev interaational econouic order.
ller delepation hoped that the seminar to be held in mid-1950 on the effecis of the
existins unjust international econopic order on the econoides of the developing
countries, and the obstacle that that representec for the irmplerentation of huan
ririts and fundsmental freedows ‘vrould prove constructive.

SG. 'ith regard to the question of assistance to refupees and cispleccd persons,
she pointed out that such assistance pust be balanced, and that the African
refuree population secied to have been somewhat neglected. She hoped that in
future positive action would be taken for the benefit of African refugees.

57T. In peneral, her delecation endorsed the proposals conta:ned in the draft
resolutions and draft Gecisions submitted by the Commission on Human Rights. The
Lconomic and Social Council should have no problem in adopting the drafts since i
they had been adopted bv consensus in the Coramission. '

53. lr. SRIENEV (Bulgaria) cbserved that the thirty .sixth session of the
Corasission on [luwan Rirhts had been one of its most intense, in every sens2 of the
worc.. 'fith its wembership increased and the duration of its session extended,

the Cormission had considered a nuber of important questions and accowplished a
rreat deal of work, establishing itself once arain as the central organ of the
United liations in the field of human rights. .

i
50. It vas no secret, nowever, that the session had been influenced to o certain ]
derree by the aggravation of the international situaticn, caused by the activities |
of well-known reactionary inperialist circles who were opnosed to détente and
constructive international co-operation. On various pretexts, those circles had
unleashed an anti-socislist proparanda campairm, trying to bring about a return to
the “colé war" era. In the course of the session, various attempts had been made
to involve the Cormission in matters which did not fall within its competence. It
vas generally acknouledred that the endeavours of iember States in the field of
human rights should be based on international co-operation. with due respect for
the sovereipgnty and independence of States. The role of the Cormission had
there fore been and continucd to be to encouraje co-operetion and not to interfere,
as some States vould like it to, in the internal affairs of sovereirm countries.

60. Despite such diversionary tactics, the Commission had asain attachec privary
irportance to the elimination of systematic rass and flaprant viclations of huwnsan
riphts resulting from policies of colonialism and neo-colonialism, apartheid,
racism, genocide and the suppression of national liberation movements. It had .
expressed rrave concern at the systeuatic and constant viclation of human rirhts in
the occupied Arab territories, inclulinsm Palestine, the continuing violations of
huran rights in South Africe and Namibia and the ;ross and flarrant violations of
human rirhts in Chile. ilis delepation fully endorsed the resolutions adopted on
those guestions.

foue
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61. The right to self-determination, to which his declcgation attached great
importence, must be considered within the frem~work of the struggle for the
eliusination of the 1ast vestiges of colonialism, racism, racisl discrimination and
spartheid. The persistence of those phenomena vas due first and foremost to the
attemnts of certain lestern States, which were still seeking neo-colonialist
solutions. HMorecver, woll-known imperialist, hegemonistic and reactionary forccs
hed joined forces in a whole-scale campeien aimed ot divertine the attention of
their people and of the intemational community from the real crisis that they
faced at hame and sbroad. His delegation strongly deplored the attempts made in
the Commission and elscwherc to discuss the so-cmlled question of Afghanistan.
There was no reason whatsocver to present the events in Afghanistan, an independent,
sovereign and non-aligned country which had been and continued to be subjecied to
armed incursions, sabotage and intrigues on thc part of imperislist forces, as an
alleged cese of viclation of the right to self-determination. Eulgarie would
continue resclutely to oppose eny sttempt to use that falsc pretext to interierc
in the internsl affairs of the people of Afghanisten and to deny their legitimate
right to pursue the noble objectives of their April revolution.

62. Bis delegation likewise deplored the attempte made during the Commission's
previous session 1o connect the gross and flagrant violations of human rights in
Kempuches, resulting frua the genocidal policy of the Pol Pot régime, with the
so-called “Queastion of Kampuchea'.

63. His delegation also attached grest importance to the right to development in
the framevork of the implementaticn of economic, social and cultural rights, vhich
ves an important pre-condition for the realization of civil and political rights.
With regar® to thc drafting of international instruments on human rights, his
delegation hoped that, st its pext session, the Commission would be able to
complete the drafting of the convention on the rights of the child.

64%. Concerning the means of ensbling the Commission to cerry out its task, his
delegation felt that the Commission should address itsell to the drafting of a
long-term prograume vhose purpose would be to translate into practice the concepts
of tnman rights formulated in General Assembly resolution 32/130. Unlike some
Steies wvhich argued in favour of cstablishing new organs, Bulgeria felt that the
flirther promotion of human rights and the analysis of alternative approaches were
to be sought within the existing system. It would surely be more effective to
scek to improve existing organs than to create nev ones, in other words, to take
intensive mcasures rather then extensive ones. That was the spirit in which his
delegation had participated in the deliberations of the Commission on the issue and
had sponsored resolution 28 (JOXVI) together with other delegations.

65. Mr. LABSERZAIL (Germen Democratic Republic) said that the various resolutions
adopted ty the Commission on Human Rights condemning the gross and brutal

" violations of human rights in southern Africa, Chile and the Arsb territories
illegally occupied by Israel vere a reflcetion of the endeavours and the struggle
waged by millions of pcople to securc the implementation of their most fundamental

rights.
fi LR
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66. The resolutions condemning violations c¢” luman rights ‘n southern Africa vere
an important contribution to the peoples’ strugele (ur the elimination of
colonielism, racism and mpartheid sud - particularly in view @f the victory won by
the Zimbebwemn people - could only spur ail peace-loving peopies to increass their
epdeavours with & view to eliminating razism end raciel dizcrimination and to
oppose all mttempts to threaten sud Sleckmail those ponples that had suffered
adversity s interference in their internmal aflairs. The policy of aggreasion and
terror pursued by the South Aficin racist régime, vhich enjoyed undiminished
co-operatiwe irleticne with the imperialist Towers and tysn=neional corporations.
and its reTusal to izp.cment tho Upited Mutions decision on thee right of the
Hamibian perople to sell-determinution werc ¢ ®erious threat "o world peace and
internationel securit: especiully ig view of that végim='s [ aclear arbitions.
The approprisste snswer to thnse challenpes was to "ihten up the Security Council's
cosrcive measures in order to isolate the racist régime. A= a menber of the
Scevrity Cownpil, the German Democeratic Republic was active .y urging the adoption
of those measuygee. It had supported General Assembly resc.ution 34 /179 and also
endorsed resolutics 21 (XXXVI) of the Commission on Hueas Rickts.

67. The report uresented by the Spe-lsl Rapporteur o0 the situation of human
rights in Chile (E/CN.L/1362) showe how the faicisht Junta was trampline on the
most fundamental human rights in or¢er to perpetiate its rule, in particular by
seeking to adopt = new constitution 'sriprsd to strengthen and perpetuate the
dictatorship and to legalize the . :pressive practices. The situation cu-rently
prevailing im Chile was characterized by mass wnemployment and educatinnal misery.
The junta hed destroyed achievements already von by the Chilean people, and a large
proportion cf the people were deprived of their economic and social rights.
Furthermore . to the present day the Junta had refused to give particulars about the
fate of 2,500 patriots who had been taken away by the secret cervice. In that
connexion, the report prepared by the Expert on the Question of the Fate of Hissing
and Disappeared Persons (E/CH.U/1381) was one of the most disturbing documents of
modern times. The United Nations and the internatiocnel commmity could not remain
silent in the face of such a situation but were morally and legally oblipated to
take action against those gross and flagrant viclations of human rights; it should
be recalled that international solidarity constituted an important factor in
assisting the dempcratic forces in Chile in their proving resistance.

68. His delegation welcomed the resclution adopted by the Commission on the
question of the violation of human rights in the occupied Arab territories,
including Palestine (resolution 1 (OOXVI)). A just solution could be arrived at
only if Israel withdrew its troops from all territories occupied since 1967 and if
the Palestinian people were assured of the rirht to gelf-aetermination, including
the right to establish a sovercign State. Separate manoeuvres that ignored the
rights of the Palestinian people could only encourage the aggressor to take actions
in defiance of international law. The German Democratic Republic wished to affirm
its solidarity and particular support for the just struggle waged by the Palestine
Literation Organization, the sole lesitimate representative of the Arab people of
Palestine.

/...
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69. By including in i:. agenda the question of measures to “e taken against
ideolories and practices based on terror or incitement to racial discrimination
or any other form of group hatred, the Commission had .ddressed itself to a
problem of the utmost topical immc -tance, namely, that of neo-fascist and neo-Nazi
developments. It was, unfortunately, an established fact that, 35 years after
mankind hsd been liberated frcm Hitlerite fascism, the wvorld was witnessing a
disturbing resurgence of activities by neo-fascist and neo-Nazi orpganizations in
several YWestern States.

70. It was the task in particular of the United Fations, vhich had been established
as a result of the strugele of peoples apainst fascism, to oppose resolutely those
phenomena which constituted a serious threat to human riphts and the maintenance of
international pesce and security, as was rightly stated in General Assembly
resolution 2839 (XVI).

Tl. The dangers arising from neo-fascist and neo-llazi octivities in a number of
Western States wers & serious challengs to all democratic and neace-loving forces.
If ambitious neo-fascist and neo-Nazi endeavours were tolerated or encouraged in
any form whatsoever, then the oaly conclusion possible was that certain forces
were strivinz to establish a political reserve that could be mobilized ut any time
against prosressive forces within and beyond the borders of their respective
countries. The facts presented to the Commission in Geneve concerning the
development of neo-fascism and neo-nazism in a number of Western countries
demonstrated in a convincins manner that it was not a question of a handful of
irresponsible persons, &s was sometimes claimed, but a dangerous phenomenon that
was pathering quantitative and qualitative momentum. The United Nations must
therefore teke concrete measures to deal with that phenomenon.

72. At its thirty-sixth session, the Commission on Human Rishts had concentrated -
in the fulfilment of its tasks - on the concepts outlined in Ceneral Assembly
resolution 32/130. That resolution was based on the experience of lMember States
and was one of the most sipnificant documents in the field of international
co-operation for the promotion of human rights. Th2 final declaration of the
Sixth Summit Couference of Non-Aligned States had stressed the need to work
vigorously to implement resolution 32/130, which clearly distinguished between
human rights questions within the jurisdiction of a State and violations of human
richts which, because of their scale, frequency and gravity, had acquired an
international dimension. The thirty-sixth session of the Commission had been
marked by the efforts of certain imperialist forces to erode and undernine the
concepts laid down in resolution 32/130. Some of the resolutions adopted turned
facts upside down and were designed to divert attention from the questions that
were crucial to mankind and from attempts to resolve them through peaceful

international co-operaticon.

-

73. Fesolute ection must be taken to oppose such deliberate attempts tc Jeopardize
international co-operation between States in the field of human rights and to turn
the United Fations and its orzans from their intended purpose and use them as an
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instrum~nt of cold war as had been done in the 1950s. The reactionary imperialist
forces which were behind those designs must not be allowed to threaten the progress
made so far towvards promotinr; peace, international security and, consenuently,
human rights.

7%. According ‘o internstional principles in the field of human rights, no one

ves slloved to interfere in the ianternal affairs oi other States or to teach
independent , sovereirn States a lesson. Efforts should be directed not at creating
danrerous precedents, but at achieving constructive co-operation in the
implementation of human rights within the existing organs of the United Nations
system.

75. ilkrs. ZHANG Zongan (China) said the report of the Cormission on Human Rishts
on its thirty-sixth session (E/1980/13) showed that the Commission had done some
very interesting work and had achieved notevorthy results during its in-depth
discussions, perticularly repardins massive and flagrant violations of human rights
eud the right to national self-determination.

75. Her delezation was particularly pleased with the resolutions condemning the
Soviet military invesion of Afghanistan and the Vietnamese intervention in
Kimpuchea. China condemed those acts of agpression and endorsed the demand for
the ipmediate and unconditional withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan ana
Kampuchea. The resclutions adopted on that matter firmly expressed the position
of those peoples end countries vhich defended fundamental buman rights principles.
It must be stressed, however, that the parties concerned, not content with their
non-observance of the resolutions, were currently intensifying their efforts in an
attespt to lemitimize and perpetuate their occupation of Afghanistan and jampuchea.
That was inadmissible, particularly in view of the suffering that the Afghan and
Kampucheen peoples vere undergoing. Her delegation felt that a& demand must be

made for the immedinte implementation of the relevant resolutions and the immediate
and unconditional withdraval of foreigu troops from Afghenistan and Kampuchea in
order to enable the peoples of those two countries freely to determine their ovm
destinies,

T1. China endorsed the resolutions condemning the policies of South Africs in
southern Africa and those cf Israel in the occupied Arab territories, and it noted
vith satisfaction the positive nature of those resolutions. It also endorsed the
support those resolutions expressed for the pecples of southern Africa and the
Palestinian people in their struggle. In that repgard, the recent victory of the
Zimbabwean people was particularly worth mentioning. The attainment of
independence by the new State of Zimbabwe had dealt a hard blow to colonialism and
racism, and it provided & magnificent example which should give considerable
impetus to the national liberation strurrle of the peopies of southern Africa and
Falestine.

78. The Commission had also performed a useful task in adopting resolutions on
the protection of fundamental rights end on the rights of the developinp countries.

[ .
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Those resolutions were fully in accord with the policy of China, which had alvays
called for the protection of fundamental human rights, the rapid development of
the third-world countries and the establishment of a nev international economic
order. Finally, with regard to the questions which required a decision by the
Economic and Social Council or had been brought to its attention (chap. I of the
report (E£/1980/13)), her deiegation felt, despite certain reservations, that on
the whole the relevant drail* resolutions and draft decisions should be adopted.
China, for its part, would make every effort to promote their full implementation
in so far as related to respect for the rirht to self-determination and other
fundamental riphts.

79, ifr. ALDORGOZ (Feuador) said that the action taken by the United Hations in the
field of human rights should be universal and the Organization should be able to
present a report each year on the observance throughout the world of the human
rights and freedoms enshrined in the Charter. Such a report should be modelled on
the reports on the world economic and social situation. However, the Commission
did not have adequate resources to carry out that task, and his delegation felt
that it wes necessary to support any proposal aimed at providing the Secretariat
services concerned with human rights with the financial means to enable them to
discharpe their duties satisfactorily.

80. The Government of Ecuador, which had come into beinz as a result of free
elections with the full participation of all political parties, encouraped respect
for human rights at both the national and the international level. It had acceded
to all the r ievant intermational instruments and recognized the competence of the
working zroups of the Economic and Social Council which were concerned with the
Covenants on Human R:u.g,htq_, his Government had been one of the first to submit a
national report in that regard. In Ecuador there were no political prisoners, no
curfev, no censorship and no infringement of freedom of the press. His country had
a democratic system aimed at the achievement of social justice and economic

development.

1. On the occasion of a visit by a mission from the United Hations Council for
llamibia, the President of Fcuador had stated that the problems of southern Africa
revealed a flagrant violation of human rights. He had reaffirmed his country's
support for the purposes and principles of the United Hations Charter, particularly
the pr:.nl:lples of self-determination of peoples and of non-recognition of the
acquisition of territory by force, and had pointed out that Ccusdorian lepgislation
rejected racism and discr1m1nat10n in 211 its forms. He had also sent a messare
of congratulations to the Prime Hinister of the newly independent Republic of

Zimbabwe .

B2. 1Ia the view of his delegation, note should be taken of the progress that had
been achieved in the protection of human rights since the adoption in 1940 of the
Universal Declarstion and then, in 1966, of the International Covenesnt on Civil
and Political Rights and tke International Covenant un Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights; it was important not merely to stress negative aspects of the
situation. Public information activities were importent in that effort, and the

J .
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Department of Public Information and the United lations Committee on Information
had a useful role to play. For its part, the Covernment of Ecuador had published
and widely disceminated the texts of the Universal Declaration and the Internaticnal
Covenants.

83. Violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world,
and particularly in coloniel and dependent countries and territories, only
argravated the tensions and crises which threatened vorld peace. It was

toerefore important for the international community, through the Economic and
Social Council, to mive M1l support to the Commission on lluman Rishts.

8k. 1k. SOREMSEN (Venezuels), after reiteratinm his Govern-ent's devotion to
democracy and citing the principles set forth in the preamble of the Venezuelan
Constitution, str>ssed the freedoms that the citizens of his country enjoyed. The
Venezuelan Government faithfully respected the ideal of democracy and citizen
participation and gusranteed total respect for the freedoms enshrined in the
Constitution. The répgime of freedom established in 1958 had been strenpthened as
a result of the reintegration of all citizens, without exception, into civie life.

35. The Government of Venezuela had always supported any proposal aimed at
vromoting strict respect for human rights, whether at the regional or world-wide
level or through biilateral declarations. It was deeply concerned at the fact that
despite the efforts made by the Uniied Hations, particularly the Commission on
Husan Ripghts, to guarantee the effective enjoyment of human rights, some peoples
were still denied the right to self-determination and the affirmation of their
cultural, raciasl and nationsl identities. The Venezuelan Government condemed
racism in all ite forms, and particularly the apartheid policies of the Government
of South Africa.

06. The President of the Republic of Venezuela had on many occasions stressed the
urgent need to establish a nev international economic order based on international
social justice in order to overcome the existing imbalances in the international
order and to increase the participation of the develcpinr countries in internaticnal
decision-making.

07. He appealed to the entire international community to spare no effort in the
defence of human rights. His country would pgive all the support necessary to
friendly nations, and in particular to its sister nations on the South American
continent, in order to ensure that human dignity was respected everywhere.

88. 'is. AXAMATSU (Japan) said that, in Japan, respect for human ricshts end
rfundamental freedoms was a pillar of the Constitution and her Government wvas
decply concerned with human rizhts not only in Japan but ell o °r the world. It
hed sent observers to the thirty-sixth session of the Commission and hoped that in
future it would be able to contribute actively to the Commission's vork as one of
its members.

/e.n
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09. Although her deleration highly appreciated the Commission's work, there were
several aspects of the report (F/1980/13) with which it was not completely
satisfied, particularly the part relating t. the item "Adverse consequences for
the enjoyrent of human rights of political, military, economic and other forms of
assistance given to colonial and racist régimes in southern Africa". The position
of the Japanese Government on racial discrimination was very clear. As early as
1919, whcn the Covenant of the League of Hations had been drafted, Japan had sought
to have & clause proclaiming racial equality included in it. Unfeortunately,
despite varivus measures talen by the Japanese Government azainst South Africa,

its policy seemed at times to be misunderstood.

90. Japan did not maintain diplomatic relastions with the Government of South
Africa. Its economic relations with South Africa were confined to the framework
of normal trade, and, in order to avoicd excessive dependence on South Africa, Japan
was promoting economic and technical co-operation with a view to expandins trade
wvith other African countries. Although the Jepansse Government had undertaken a
policy of liberalized overseas investment, it had made an exception in the case of
South Africa and had prohibited direct investment in South Africa by Japanese
nationals or bodies corporate under its Jurisdiction. In conformity with United
Hations resolutions, it had been discouraging Japanese banks und their overseas
affiliates from enganinn in financial activities in South Africa.

9l. ller Government extended no eccnomic or military co-operation to South Africa.
Even prior to the adoption of Security Council resclution 418 (1977) prohibiting
the provision of arms and related matériel to South Africa, it had decided to
imnose an arms embargo. On 1 April 1978, Jeapan had enacted legislation
prohibiting even technical assistance relating to the production of arms in South

Africa.

92. Her Government alsoc discouraged exchanges with South Africa in the fields of
sports, culture and educetion. Horeover, since 1974, it no longer issued visas
to South African nationals vho sought entry into Japan for exchanpges in those
fields, at either the professional or the arateur level.

9. Lastly, Japan provided assistance to the victims of apartheid and to South
African liberation movements through contributions to the United Nations )
Fducational and Traininpg Programme for Southera Africa and to the United Nations

Trust Fund for South Africa.

94, Japan had alweys faithfully complied with United llations resolutions and hoped
that its efforts would be duly recognized.

95. iirs. RODRIGUEZ CALDERON (Observer for Cuba) said’that, in addition to
containing relevant conclusions and accurate interpretations of the problems
affecting millions of people in connexion with the riphts of individuals and the
rights of peoples, the report of the Commission on Human Riphts (E/1980/13)
included elements that were the result of propaganda and had nothing to do with the
leritimate concerns of the internationsl community with regard to respect for the
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rights of mankind. That was undoubtedly due to the deterioration of the
international situation, in which there were signs of a return to the cold war

and to confrontation encouraged by the imperialist Powers, and to the economic,
social and cultural inequality prevailing in the world. Some Western circles,
heving taken it upon themselves to champion human rights, emphasized certain "cases"
in order to monopolize the Committee's attention; that phenomenon could only be
expleined by their shameful desire to make people forget the true rights of
individuals and peoples.

9°. 1In that connsxion, she reminded members of the Committee of the position
adopted by the H:ads of State or Government of the 52 Hon-Aligned Countries at

their most recent surmmit conference in September 1979. Their position was that
human rirhts and the basic freedoms of ipndividuals and peoples were inseparable

from the satisfaction of all basic needs. Accordingly, the establishment of the new
international economic order and the rizht to development and to equelity of
copportunity were indispensable conditions for the respect of human rights.

©7. In her delegation's opinion, the Commission on Human Rights should continue
to emphasize humanitarian problems and should not go beyond its field of
competence by analysing problems of & political nature. Its mandate should be
scrupulously observed, and the Commission and its subsidiary bodies should refrain
from teking any decision on questions kept under consideration by the General
Assembly. Her delegation also wished to drawv the Council's attention to the trend
towards a proliferation of working groups and similar bodies, which had disturbing
financial implications.

90. Her delegation reiterated its support for the resclutions adopted on the
question of the violation of human rights in the occupied Arsb territories,
including Palestine. It supported the struggle of the Palestinian people for the
exercise of their inalienable national rights, condemned the occupation of those
territories by Israel, demanded Israel's unconditional withdrawal from those
territories and condemned the Camp David accords, vhich impeded the exercise of
the national rights of the Arab people of Palestine.

9. She also wished to reiterate her delegation's support for the decisions taken
by the Commission concerning the struggle against racial discrimination and
apartheid, particularly in South Africa. The deplorable situation persisting in
southern Africe was due largely to the alliance betwveen certain imperialist
Powers, rirst and foremost the United States, and the racist répime in Pretoria.

100. Her delegation attached great importance to the question of the realization

in a1l countries of economic, social and cultural rights, as endorsed by the United
Hations; in particular, it welcomed the decision to organize in June or July 1980,
under United Kations auspices, a seminar on the effect of the existing unjust
international econcmic order on the economies of the developing countries.
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101. Her delegation was also extremely interested in the questicn of human rights
in Chile, vhich were being systematically violated by the Fascist junta. As the
Special Rapporteur hed emphasized, that situation had even deteriorated,
particularly wvith regard to disappeared persons, the maintenance of the state of
emergency, the jurisdiction of the courts, and violations of the right to life,
liberty and personal safety and to physical and moral integrity. Her delegaticn
reiterated its solidarity with the martyred people of Chile and strongly supported
resolution 21 (XO0XXVI) adopted by the Commigsion on that question.

102. Her delegation also welcomed the adoption of resolution 32 (XODIVI) on the
situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in Guatemals, where the
violation of those rights and freedoms by the military régime was a cause of
concern for international public copinion. She also wished to draw the Council's
attention to the current tragedy in El Salvador, which had prompted the World
Council of Churches to prepare a detailed report on the emergency situation in
that country and to send a fact-finding mission to the area. The m.ssion had met,
inter alia, with Archbishop Romerc, who, as wvas known, had since been savegely
asgassinated. It would be unacceptable if the Commission on Human Rights failed
to follow those events closely.

103. Her delegation wished to draw attention to the fact that at the request of the
National Conference of Black Lawyers, the United Church of Christ Commission for
Racial Justice and the National Alliance sgainst Racist and Political Repression,
an internaticnal delegation of jurists had carried out an investigation in 1979

of the human rights situation in the United States. The mission had arrived

at the conclusion that United States institutions, particularly the criminal
justice system, were subject to tke influence of racism, as was evident in the

"I1ilmington 10" affair,

104. Unfortunately, the United States Government was not content with violating
bhuman rights in its own territory. It also did so in other countries, particularly
in Cuba. The maintenance of the naval base at Guanténemo, against the wishes of the
Cuban pecple and Government, constituted a grave violation of Cuba's sovereignty.
While, from the standpoint of international law, the terms imposed on Cuba by

the FPlatt amendment for its accession to independence were null apd veid, from

the human rights standpoint they constituted a flagrant violution of the right

to self-determination of the Cuban people, who had never rencimced their sovereignty
over the part of their territory cccupled by that base. The territory usurped

had been used to permit the infiltration and departure of counter-revolutionary \
elements and to launch provocations against the Cuban people, Moreover, the

United States claimed that it would soon use that territory for intimidatory
manoceuvres similating an invasion of Cuban territory by its troops. The manoeuvres
in the Caribbean planned by the United States Government to intimidate people
struggling to attain true independence were a new stage in the Carter
Administration's policy of eacalation, which was designed to rehabilitate the
jnterventionist policy of "gunboat dip " and the "big stick".

foes
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105. The Cuban pecple, together with their brothers in Central America and the
Caribbean, denounced the reckless, irresponsible policy pursued by the United
States Government and reaffirmed their resolute determination to defend their
territorial integrity and national independence £t any cost.

106. Mr. CARDWELL (United States of America) said that, before speesking in exercise
of the right of reply, his delegestion wished to enelyse the statement made by the
cbserver for Cuba in order to ascertain whether it contained eny element worthy

of a reply.

ACTIVITIES FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF HO!EN; UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMDIN: EQUALITY,
DEVCLOPMENT AND PEACE (contirued) (E/1980/15, C/f1980/23; E/1980/L.6, L.1L/Add.2 and
Corr.l: E/1980/C.2/L.3, L.k and L.6) -

107. The CHAIFMAR announced that Jamaica had joined the sponsors of the draft
resolution contained in document E/1980/C.2/L.6.

The meeting rose at 7.05 p.no.




