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The meeting was called %o order at 3.25 p.m.

HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS (continued) (E/1979/19 and 36 and Add.l and 2; E/1978/14
and Add4.1-8; E/1979/C.2/L.T

1. Mr. RAHAMTALIA (Sudan) said that the most significant appect of the work of
the Commission on Human Righta during its thirty-fifth session wvas the fact that,
for the first time in its history, it had considered the concept of the right to
development as & human right. That concept should be vieved in the context of the
need to change the structure of existing economie relations, which were
characterized by the economic apd commercisl hegemony of the developed industrial
countries over the resources of third-world countries, bearing in mind the
provisions of General Assembly resolutions 3201 (5-VI), on the establishment of o
Kew International Econcmic Order, and 3281 (X00OX), on the Charter of Economic

Rights and Duties of States.

2. The report on violations of human rights in southern Africa (E/CN.4/1311),
submitted by the Ad Hoe Working Group of Experts to the Commission on Human Rights,
clearly showed the grave situation facing the black population in southern sfrica,
a situstion that had been confirmed in the Economic and Social Council by the
Repporteur of the Special Committeée against Apertheid. It was saddening to see that
the collaboration of certain Povers with the racist régimes in Pretoria and
Salisbury was strengthening the economic and militery capabilities of those régimes
snd enabling them to continue their repressive neasures and ‘aystematic genocide.

3. With regard to the question of the occupied Arab territories, the Commission had
once again reaffirmed the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to
self-deterzination vithout external interference, and the establishment of a fully
independent sovereign State in Palestine. In addition, in resclution 1 B (XXXV), the
Commission had expressed its deep concerm at the consequences of Iarael's refusal to
apply fully and effectively all the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilien Persons in Time of War in all the Arab Territories

occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem.

k., Eis delegation noted with regret that, in reporting violaticns of human rights,
the international mass media clearly applied a double stapdard. For example, when
massive and flagrant violations of basic human rights and fimdamental freedoms were
committed against the freedom fighters in southern Africa and cccupied Arab lands,
such violations hardly found their way into press or television reports; on the other
hand, news of such events as the Israeli Cabinet's approvel of the death penalty
for what Israel and the so-called "free presa” called "acts of terrorisa” was
picked up by the mass media, which further added to the public's confusion by
deliberately introducing words such as "terrorism”. His delegation was pleased to
see that the Commission on Human Rights, in resolution 2 (JDXV), had recognized the
right of the Palestinian people to regain their righta by sll means in accordance
with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Natioms.

5.  With regard to the further promotion snd encouragement of bhuman rights and
fundamental freedoms, his delegation thought that the Commission should be given more

a"’r--
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time if it wvas satisfactorily to conclude its ~onsideraticn of its agenda items.
An increase in the membership of the Commission would further improve its work.
view of the growing responsitilities of the Division of Human Rights in recent
years, a correspending increase in resources hed become necessary to enable it to
peet those responsibilities. If that wvas achieved, it would undoubtedly contribute
to the promotion and protection of humen rights within the United Nations system.

In

6. Mra. MARTINEZ (Jamaica) said that the people of Jamaica, like those of many
other countries that had become independent in recent years, had become avare of
their economic and social rights long after they had realized the need to preserve
and protect their civil and political rights. That did aot mean that Jamaica
attached less importance to toe latter rights. It recognized that the twvo
categories of rights could not be put into practice in the same way, but the
commitment to put them into practice and to support them was the same.

7. Her delegatiop was particularly interested in the two texts concerning the
right to development &s a human right. When considering the protection of

economic and social rights, the international community should make a point of
considering the policies of international finance institutionsa. Wwhile those
institutions declared their support for human rights principles, they adopted their
own policies which made it difffcult for Governments to safeguard economic and
social rights.

8. Her delegation fully supported draft resolution III, on the further promotion
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and trusted that the Council would epprove
the recommendstions contained in it, such as the recommendation to increase the
membership of the Commission, to convene meetings of the Bureau of the Commission

in intersessional periods and to extend to four weeks the annual session of the

Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. The
resources of the Division of Human Rights must be increased, since the services it
provided to different countries snd its obligatiocns under the Internaticnal
Covenants on Human Rights, the Internaticoal Convention on the Elimination of All
Fores of Racial Discriminstion and the International Convention on the Suppression

and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid would continue to grow. Her delegation
also supported the proposal to strengthen the New York liaison office because,

although the Division of Human Righta could operate in Geneva, it could not do s0
without serving the needs of States Members of the United Haticns, vhose experts on

human rights matters vere attached to their delegations in Few York.

9. Her delegation also supported the programme of advisory services, which had
ipcreased recently, and would vote in favour of any initiative designed to

strengthen it.

10. At its thirty-fifth session the Commission had made considersble progress with
regard to conventions, and particularly the draft convention.on torture, and, other
cruel, inhuman or degrading trestment. Unfortunately, similar progress had not

been made on the question of religious intolerance or the conwvention on the rights |
of the child. Jamaica sttached grest importance to those subjects and felt that the
Commission could have made greater progrens. . '

/eus
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11. With regard to human rights violations, the recommendation contained in draft
decision 7 wvas of the utmost importance. In her delegation's opinion, public
statements about Member States could not be made unless the documents on which such
statements were based were also made public., Her delegation expressed satisfaction
at the work dope with regard to the situation in southern Afrieca; it also

egreed that the mandate of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts should be extended
and with the recommendations regerding its future work. With regard to other
sitimtions, such as the situation in the Middle East, the constant vigilance of the
Comilesion on Wuean ‘Rights had benefitsd the international commmity and, slthough
objections Badbeet Yaised in certain quarters, it had the respect and gratitude of
the vast majority of Btates. Draft decision 5 cunteained an interesting proposal
that & stuly should be made of the South African Government's legitimacy in view of
the continual and large-scale violations of human rights. In her delegation'a
opinion, that study should be a legal and not a politicel one, and the International
Court of Justice should officially participate in it. Its official participation
was ezsential if the study wma to be of walue,

12. Mr. AL-JABIRI (Iraq) said that the Commission on Auman Rights, during ite
gix-week session, had tackled slmost all the important questions among the 29 items
on its agenda, including the question of the flagrant viclatfion of human rights and
the right of pecples wndir occupation and foreign domination to self-determination
#nd independence. Statting its &iscussion with the most explosive question, that of
the Palestinian people -snd the indigencus populations of southern Africa, who faced
the r- .l and inhuman policy of occupation, racial dfscrimination and apertheid, the
Com. seion had empbasized that the right to self-determination wvas the most
important prerequisite for the enjoyment of all other human righta and must be
considered to be cloaely connected with the effort to eliminate the last veatiges

of colonialism, racism, cccupation and apartheid. Furthermore, the racist régimes
of Pretoria, Salisbury and Tel Aviv kad Deen repeatedly condemmed for their denial
of the right of indigenous peoples to self-deter~ination and independence and for
uprooting +*hem from the occupied territories in order to establish, in their place,
foreign settlements for the express purpose of changing the demographic structure

of those territories.

13. The reports that hed appeared in the international media about the gross
violations of human rights in occupied Palestine had aroused the Commission's

concern and convinced delegations ofthe need to react promptly and firmly to

ensure that the racist régime of Isracl halted those criminal acts. The Commission,
by a large majority, had decided to send a telegram to the Israeli rulers, expressing
serious concern at the systematic torture of Palestinian detainees and at the
policies of repression and collective punishment practised by the Israeli occupation
forces against the inhabitants of the cceupied territories, and celling on the
Israeli Government to put an immediste end to those acts, which were clear violations
of the Geneve Convention of 1945. Several répresentatives had also expressed their
concern at the Camp David agreements and their viewv that such an understanding
between the lesders of Egypt and Ierael, reached in the absence of the people of
Palestine, was & groww viclation of the right of those pecples to self-determination
apd indbpindmor, ab Priclaimed by the Ceneral Assesbly in a nvmber of resolutions.
The Canp David sgreements even denied the Palestinian people the rights recognized

f‘iil
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by the United Nations since 1948. His delegation associated itselfl vith the
delegetions that had condemned those agreements as a corspiracy against the Arad
people as a vhole and as & gross violation of the inalienable right of the people of

Palestine to return to their homeland.

1k. Raciel discrimi: *icn end violations of human rights in South Africa,

Zimbabwe and Bamibis bad claimed the special sttention of the Commission on Thman
Rights. The report of the Chairman of the Special Committee against Aparth.ia, on
recent cases of torture, had emphasized the urgent need for taking all pecessary
action under the International Comvention on the Suppression and Pubistammt of the
Crime of Apertheid. It was disappointing that po Western FPover had belti’@mont the
50 States that had ratified the Convention. The Western countries should take a
clear stand in support of the Convention, should break all their economic, political
and other ties with the racist Governments of southern Africa and should end their
military co-operation with those Governments. He wished to pay & tribute in that
connexion to the sttitude of the new Revolutionary Government of Iran, wvhich had cut
off oil supplies to and broken off all other relations with those Governments.

15. Special attention had also been paid to the question of the full realication of
economic, social and cultural rights. The report cf the Secretary-General to the
Commission (E/CN.4/12T1) represented an ssbiticus study on redpect for humss-rights
in the economic and cultural fields. It had been emphasized ip the &iscussibir that
man was the subject and not the object of the process, snd“that the priisry aim-of
development was to satisfy the spiritual and'material needs of the individosl in a
context of respect for human rights. It had also been stressed that the
industrislized countries must accept their share of responsibility for the problems
arising from the gap between rich and poor countries, and his delegation associated
itself with the viev expressed by many delegations that the activities of the
trensnational corporations contributed to the exploitation of the developing
countries, with all the detrimental effects that that entailed for the enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms. The ersdication of those evils and the
nationalization of the wealth and resources of the develeping countries would

therefore offer a guarantee of prosperity and progress, ss well as promoting respect |

for human rights.

16. His delegation would have liked the Commission to render a final deeision on
the question of missing persons so as to relieve the anxiety and concern of
thousunds of families. It hoped that the United Nations end its organs would oe in
e position to find a just solution to that distressing problem before the

thirty-sixth session of the Commission.

17. With regard to the rights of the child, he wished to pey a tritute to the
special. efforts of the Polish delegation in presenting a draft conmvention on the
subject. It was to be hoped that the modest achievements made at the thirty-
r{fth session would encoursge future vork culnizating in the conclusion of a draft

text for that important instrument.

18. Eis delegation wisbed to emphssise its support for the investigations into
violstions of humen rights under Economic and Sccial Council resolution

alleged
1503 (XLVIII), and it hoped that the countries concerned would offer all the
pecessary support and information, and would collaborate with the Commission in the

fulfilment of its teosk.
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19. Mr. KBARLAMOV {Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the work

done by the Commission on Husan Rights at its last session could be considered
positive and hed opened up encouraging prospects for the future. The basic
objective of the United Eations was to promote international co-operation to ensure
respect for end enjoyment of the rights end fundamental freedoms enshrined in the
(harter and other internstional instruments. More than 30 years had elapsed since
the San Francisco Conference and the establishment of the United Nations, and since
then, &8 a result of the struggle for natiooal liverstion of the peoples vho were
striving to assert their right to self-determination and win freedom from the
colonial yoke, dozena of:independent States had appesred on the international scene
and were extending gemercus-essistancs. -The internstional legal order had been
enriched by & nev instrument enshrining the right of all peoples to self-
determination, as officially established in the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

20. Although the struggle for emancipation and liberation from foreign domination
had continued to make progress, there were still some veatiges of colonialiam; in
some areas, the snschronistic practices of apartheid and racism were being applied in
an attempt to arrest the course of history, thus representing & source of tension and
s threst to interpationel peace and security. The United Hations, thanks to the
collsboratice betveen the nations that bad conquered nazism, had been established for
the, saistanonce: of peacy and. pecurity, vhich were an indispenssble prerequisite for
tha;jrpens, oL ; md fundsmental freedoms. It was therefore

essemtisl. to-make dctarmined efforts to strengthen internatigpal pesce and

security, peaceful co-cperstion and friendship axong Btates, action to balt the arms
race, etc. Internstionmal co-operation in all those areas must be strengthened
through the formmlation of generally acceptable interpationai instuments that would
comsand the support and co-operaticn of all nations., Among other instruments of
special importance for the channelling of efforts by the international comnnity

in that direction were the Internstiopal Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination and the International Covenants on Human Rights.

1. The scene of mass violations of bumen rights in southern Africa was an affront
to the world's conscience and to world morzlity and a neinful source of anxiety on
the African continent, where millions of pecple were not even recogoized aa human
beings and were subjected to restrictive and odious practices and policies vhich
kept tham in a state of constant exploitation and dependence. The Commisaion on
Buman Rights, which had paid special attention to that serious situation, had
strongly condemned the Governments of South Africa and Rhodesia and denounced the
collaboration maintained by some Western countries with those racist régimes and
the bareful sctivities of imperialist moncpolies in consolidating the shameful
situstion in southern Africa. The constant efforts made by the international
commmity would have achieved more tangible results if the racist régimes had not
received support and help from certain countries whose attitude had helped to
strengthen exploitstion and apartheid. Attempts were already being made in certain
Wastern circles to take advantage of the farce of the so-called elections in
Rhodesis in order to 1ift the sanctions imposed by the Security Council.

22. ‘The Commission on Human Rights bad alsc considered the situation of
human rights in the occupied Arasb territories, including Palestine, and had called
upon the Israeli authorities to put an end to the mass viclations of human rights and

¢ cease their policy of aggression and expansicrism.
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23. The General Assembly and the Commission on Human Rights had expressed cOncur™
over t.ue disappearance of persons in Chile, who were victims of reprisals. ¥Ye
vished to draw attention to resolution 11° (X0O(V) of the Commission on Human Righta,
in vhich institutionalized torture in Chile wzs condemmed. The Commission, the
Secretary-General and non-governmental organizations had alsc appealed to the
Sovernment of Chile to end its repressive measures, but there had been no positive

respanse.

24, The Soviet Unice strongly condemed the Junta's repressive measures and called
for their immediate cessation. The international ccmunity must keep a close vatch

on the situstion.

25. He welcomed the contribution made by the Conmissicn on Human Rights, in
pursuance of Ceneral Assembly resolution 32/130, in econdemning the viclation of
human rights in Nicaragus. He considered that the Commission's resolutions 4 and

5 {(XXXV), vere important, snd reiterated that the denial of the right of peoples to
self-determination was an obstacle to thé economic end social progress of peoples.
The Commission had taken an important step forward in that direction and his
delegation trusted that it would continue %o make progress in the future.

26. With regard to the rights of cititens, his delegation considered that they
came wvithin the purview of each State and its legislation. The Comstituticn of the
Soviet Union of 1977 guaranteed the rights and freedoms of citizens as a basic
element in the strengthening of socialist democracy, vhich gave expression to and
protected the interests of every ‘ndividual and the people as a whole. That was
the difference between socialist aemocracy and the other democracies that existed
in the wvorld.

27. The Twenty-fifth Congress of the Commmist Party had adopted a programme for
the attainment of peace, freedom and independence for =ll peoples, and for the
elimination of the remmants of colonialism and racism.

28. In reply to a statement made that morning by a representative who had once
egain tried to assert that the socielist commmity was not ruled by ethical or moral
principles, he said that that was the very accusation made by Marxism against the
bourgeois ideclogies. In that connexion he quoted a passage frem the Communist
Manifesto of Marx and Engels which read:

"The bourgeoisie ... has left remaining no other bond between man and man
than naked pelf-interest, than callous "cash payment'. ... It has resolved
human worth into cash wvalue ... In the plece of ... indefeasible chartered
freedoms, it has set up that single unconscicnable freedom, Free Trade ...

For exploitation, veiled by religious and political illusions, it has
substituted naked, direct, brutal exploitation.”

29. At the same meeting, the representative of ancther country, endeavouring to
defend its activities in South-East fAsia, had stated that tBerattack by China on
Viet Nam bhal not constituted an aggressive act, as had been stated in the report of

feon
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the Commission on Human Riphts. Howvever, everyone knew that the real victim had
been the people of Kampuchea, who defended by the fraternal people of Viet Nam vho
had overthrown Fol Pot's bloody clique. To defend the latter and his régime
before the Commission on Human Rights wes to present a completely distorted picture
of reality. Mcrcover, China had no right to act as an international policeman.

30. Miss BEAGLE (New Zealand), referring to draft resolution III on the further
promotion and encouragement of human rights and fundamental freedoms, said that her
delegation regarded it as a major achievement of the Commission at its latest
session. However, while recognizing it to be a compromise text, the New Zealand
delegaticn shared the feeling of the delegation of Canada that parsgraph 8 of the
resolution was weak. It felt that the Economic and Sociml Council should examine
that recommendation when it considered the medium-term plan, so as to take into
sccount the upsurge of activities in the area of human rights.

31. It wves pleased to note the extension in the present year of the use of public
procedures and an attempt to improve tbe confidential procedures. It supported the
decisions relating to the establishment of a working group to examine situations
referred to the Commission and to the direct commmication of recommendations te
Governments concerned in order to facilitate their participation in the

pProceedings.

32, She hoped that the proposed increase in the Commission's membership would help
to increase the objectivity and effectiveness with which it undertook the
examination of situations which clearly contravened the standards established by

the international commmity.

33. She Joined with the many other delegations that had expressed their concern
that the Commission had been wmable to take decisions on the very serious problems
of large-scale exoduses of refugecs and of disappeared persons. The Commigsion's
inability to act in response to a direct request from the General Assembly in
resolution 33/173 was doubly unfortunate in view of a decision taken to appoint

two experts to study the fate of missing and disappeered persons in one country. A
selective approach of that kind did no credit to the Ccrmiseicn, ror did it increease

the credibility of the United Nations in the eyes of the world.

34, Turning to other aspects of the Commission's work, she welcomed the draft
convention on torture and the draft declaration on religious intolerance; the
Commisgsion's resolutions 23 (XXXV) and 24 (XXXV) on public information were likewise
useful initiatives. Great importance was attached in New Zealand to action at the
national level to promote human rights. In 1977 a nationsl Human Rights Commission
hed been established to investigate complaints of racisl, religious or sexual
discrimination under the New Zesland Human Rights Commission Act, which outlawved
discrimination in employment, housing, education, access to public facilities and
the provision of goods and services. In that regard, she paid a tribute to the
invalusble work dome by international and national non-governmental organizationc,
vhich were making a vital contribution in dissemipating informationm, {dentifying
problems and arousing public concern. BHer delegation found it disappointing that

| the Commission, which had adopted 26 resvlutions and 16 decisions, hed been unable
to adopt even one draft recognizing the very real contribution made by

non-governmental organizations. .
fi- LI |



E/1979/C.2/SR.23
English
Page 9

35. Mr. SID'AHMED VALL (Mauritania) said that of the many questions dealt with in
the report of the Commission on Human Rights there was ohe category vhich deserved
particular attention, namely, that relsting to policies having a permanent
beneficial or harmful influence on entire commmities, peoples or nations, as in the
case of racism, racial discrimination, gpartheid end colonialism, and the right to

developnent.

36. Those questions were objectively dealt with in some of the reselutions adopted
by the Commission on Human Rights. Concern vas expressed in the preamble to
resolution 1 (X0V) st the deteriormtion of the human rights situation in the
occupied Arad territories and in Palestine as a result of Israeli measures. The
recent session of the Security Commeil had shown the gravity of the situation.

37. During the debate in the plenary Council on the report of the World Conference
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, his delegation had referred to the
questior of implementing the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism
and Macial Discrimination, the subject of resolution 8 (XCXV). Various
resclutions, partieularly resolution § (XOXV), dealt appropriately with the
situstion in southern Africa, and his delegation welcomed the decision of the
Government of Iran to break all relations vith the racist régime in Scuth Africa
and to halt all petroleum shipments to it. By virtue of resciutior L {xXxv), the
Commission on Human Rights had recognized the izportence of the right to development
proclaimed in the Universsl Declaration of Human Rights and the Internatiomal
Covensnt on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. His delegation sbared the view
that the exercise of the right to development implied the establishment of a new
and just internstional economic urder and that it was the duty of all States to

create the necessary conditions for it.

38. The delegation of Mauritania found mo difficulty in supporting the regolution
on the revitalization and reorganization of the work of the Cormission ca Euman
Rights and welcomed the suggestion by the delegation of Jamaica that the New York
Liaison Office should be strengthened.

38a. Mr. Hassan (Pakistan) took the Chair.

39, Mrs. CALDERON (Observer for Cubs) said that the subjlect of human rights had
occupied the thoughts of everybody with a conscience in the three decades that had
elapsed since, overvhelmed by the scale of the horror of Hitler's fascisa, mankind
had decided to enshrine those rights in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Although the efforts to attain those ideals had been steadily intensifying, fascist
acts and infringements of the rights of individuals and peoples had alsc been
proliferating in every respect. .

LO. Her delegation wished to stress the importance of some of the questiona dealt
wvith during the thirty-fifth session of the Commission on Human Rights, including
those related to the four draft resolutioms, particularly draft resolution III on
the further promotion and encouragement of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
Operstive paragraphs 3 and b contained an addition to the terms of referwnce of the
Comuission, permitting it to .increase its mesbership and to hold meetings for a
total of seven weeks a year. Her delegation joined with those which had praised the
intense efforts of the Commission during its thirty-fifth session.

leoo
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k1. As a developing country and a member of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries,
her country attached particular isportance to measures that could bo adorted in the
Economic and Soeial Council with a view to realizing ecopomic, sociai and cultural
rights in all comtries and studying the special problems which developing countries
faced in their efforts to achieve those human rights. As indicated in

resolution & (O00V) of the Commission on Human Rights, the practical velue of a
UKESCO study that upheld the right to development as & nman right, vhich was
closely linked with the rights to peace and to the establishment of the new
international economic order, would be increased if the competent economic and
social organs of the United Nations took it into account in their activities, and
if the study was followed up with an analysis of the regional and national
dimensions of the right to development and the obstacles encountered by

developing countries in their efforts to secure the enjoyment of that right.
However, if the bLroadening of the study or the application of its conclusions in the
plans for the néw development strategy were o have optimm results, the Economic
and Social Council would elso hawve %o endorse the recomendations in

resolution 5 (XXXV).

L2. Her delepation supported the strong terms in which the Commission on Human
Rights, in its resolutions 2 (X0OV), 3 (Xxxv), 10 (xxxv), 11 (X0V) and

12 (IXXV), referred to the continuing violation of rights on the part of the racist
régime of Pretoria, the Fascist Junta of Chile and the Zionists of Israel.

Another abhorrent case in the western hemisphere was the permanent state of
emergency prevailing ia Nicaragua, vhich bad been ravaged for decades by the evil
Somoza dynasty. Mankind shuddered at the mass and flagrant violations committed
in Nicarsgua but, at the same time, it took courage at seeing how that pation’s
valiant sons resisted and stood up to the genocide indiscriminately undertaken by
the tyrant Sombza, Her delegation welcomed the prominence given in the report of
the Commission on Human Rights to resolution 1% (XXXV) on the situation of human
rights ir Wiearagua and felt that there was a peed for further measures and
proposals to remedy that situation. A greater effort must be made to prevent
those who were fostering the cause of the oppressors from continuing to do so
because, as long as the Inoternational Monetary Fund continued to subsidize

Somoze and the large team of military advisers of the Zionist régime of Israel
shored up his refuge in the Presidential Palace, the human rights of the people of
Nicaragus would be wviclated with impunity again and apgain. The international
commmity had the right and the duty to demand an end to that situation, which
had assused momstrous proportions with the virtual razing of the city of Esteli

by the Nationel Guard. - »

43. Her delegation attazhed the greatest importance to increasing the general
velfare of children everyvhere in the world and to the United Nations work in
formalating s draft internstional convention on the rights of the child, in
connexicn with the Internstional Year of the Child. The violation of children's
rights aroused indignation everywhere in the world, especimlly iz the context of
the consideration of ways to combat infanticide and guarantce children the
conditions needed for their harmonious and peeceful development. A few days
earlier, the Chairman of the Cuban Committee for the International Year of the
Child had sent s message to the Secretary-General concerning the heart-rending

fens
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problem of the death of thousands of Vietnamese children at the hands of Chinese
aggressor forces, requesting that the thrests and hostilities against Viet Fan
should cease and thot Vietnamese children should be provided with vhat they
peeded in order to develop hermoniously, 80 that their childhood menaries should
not be of bombs.

Lh. Mr. KOMISSAROV (Observer for the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Remutlic) said
that his country had unsvervingly observed the principles of the Charter reparding
international co-operation in the field of human rights and it attoched

sarticular irportance to the manner in which United Brtions activities in that
Tield were conducted, especially the way in which those activities contributed

to developing friendly reletions between peoples. The report of the Comuission

on Human Rights on its thirty-fifth session vas an importont coatripution to
solving human rights problems, and the conatant violations of those rights owing
to the contimued existence of Tacism, racial discrininstion, colonialism

ssgression and Fascist policies campletely Juatified the Commission's concestration

oa coasideration of those violetions.

45. The Camipsion had cnce apgain considered the question of violations in
Kemibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe, where racist policies that were a crime
against huzanity and a threat to international peace and gecurity vere applied.
It was an outrage that, as indicated in documents E/CH.4/Sub.2/383/Rev.]l and
E/CR.L/Sub.2/415, a number of countries, particularly some membera of HWATO and
Israel, should comtinue to co-operate with the racist régines and supply then
with arms, in violation of United Nations decisions that should be observed by
all. The report of the Commission on Human Rights demenstratcd the impariance
sttached to the right of the pecoples of southern Africa to self-determination,
and resoluticns 2 (XOXV) and 3 (XXXV) were proof that a majority of countries
condemned the Pretoria and Salisbury régimes' refussl to grant independence to
Namibia ond Zimbabwe, and the Zionists' refusal to recognize the rights of the
Palestinian people. His country shared the international canmunity's concern at
the viclation of human rights in the occupied Arab territories, including
Palestine, which hed prompted Commission resolution 1 (XXXV). and it demanded
Israel's immadiste withdrowal from those territories and the irmediate restoration
of the rights of the Palestinian people.

L6, During the thirty-third session of the General Assembly, his delegation

bai supported restoration of the rights of the people of Chile, vhich had been
usurped by the Pascist régime that had overlhrown the legitimate Covernment of
National Unity. The seriousness of the sitiation that continued to exist in
Chile could be seen from the reports of the Ad Hoc Working Croup to the General
Assembly (A/33/331) and to the Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/1310). The
Camnission on Human Rights had adopted resolution 11 (XXXV), which should fulfil
en important function in putting en end to the situation preveiling in Chile.
llis country felt thet the most effective wsr to remedy the situation would be te
extend the Ad Hoc Working Group's mandate and he stressed that, in exercising
his functions, the Special Rapporteur who had been appointed must talke into
account the Group's mandate laid down in Comission resclution 8 (xxI1).

fous
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LT. The debuts in the Commission on Human Rights on the right to development
demonstrated the correciness of his delegation's position with regard to a whole
range of rights enumérated in General Assembly resolution 32/130 and with regard to
the comcept that all rights were indivisible and that complete implementation of
civil and political rights was impossible without the enjoyment of social and
cultural rights, it being essential to halt the arms race and adopt measures to
promote dicarmament and the establishment of a new international economic order.

48. The main obstacles to the right of development were colonialism, foreign
occupation end aggression. His delegation supported resolutions L {X0V) and 5 {XXXV)
of the Commission on Human Rights and felt that the question of the right to
development should be given more comprehensive, in-depth consideration, with a

view to mll countries giving effect to the economic, social and cultural rights of
their citizens. Together with General Assembly resolution 32/130, the consensus
achieved with regard to the Commission's draft resolution III could lay the
foundation for comsideration of the subsequent promotion and encouragement of
respect for human rishts and fundamental freedons.

L9. His delegation considered it resrettable that the Commission on Human Rights
had been unable to draft a convention on the rights of the child. The work of the
Commission on Human Rights showed that, in spite of attempts on the part of a
nucber of countries to impose on the Commission consideration of gquestions of
secondary importance in order to divert its attention from more important questions,
a majority of countries acted in conformity with the principles of the Charter.

50. In view of the fact that safeguarding human rights was the prerogative of each
State, the most important prerequisite for the development of international
co-operation in assuring such safeguards was that States should undertake to
comply with the norms of international law and fulfil the obligations they had

assumed.

51. The legal and sosial structure of the Byelorusasian Republic contained the
prerequisites for the enjoyment of all rights and guaranteed participation on the
part of all citizens at all levels of national life. Periodically, his country
submitted reports on the implementation of the International Covenanta and other
agreements to which it was a psrty, and all States that so desired could study

those reports.

52. Illis country expressed its outrage at the manner in which Chine attempted to
make use of the -Cosmittee in order to slander Viet Feam, and it condemmed thosze
attempts to misrepresent the situation in South-East Asia, which could not deceive

anyone .

53. Mr. BUENO (Brazil) said that his country attached great importance to humen
rights and supported international action for their promotion. Such action,

should however, be understood within the limits of the competence of the
Organization, as set forth in tue Preamble of the Charter. "o reaffirm faith in
fundameptal human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human peraon, in the
equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small . ..” were the wvords of

[
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the Preamble which, taken together with Article 1, paragraph 3, represented the
guidelines for joinmt sction in the field of human rights. As requested in General
Assembly resolution 32/130, the Commission on Human Rights was undertaking an
over-#l] analysis of the elternative 2pproaches and ways and means within the
Urited daticns system for improving the e¢ffective enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. His delegation would continue to contribute to an effﬂc?ivu
analysis of the problems existing in that ficld, taking into account the experiences
end contributions of both developed and developing countries.

5L, With regard to the report of the Commission on Human Rights on its thirty-fifth
session (E/1979/36), draft resolution III was a consensus text that had emerged
after painstaking negotistions. The need for additional assistance to the Iconomic
and Social Counmcil in the co-ordination of ectivities concerning human rights had
been equally supported by all delegations; the increase in the menbership of the
Commission might prove to be helpful in that respect. A consensus had also been
reached on operative paragraph 8, in which the Secretary-General has requested to
examine the question of the staffing of the Division of Humen Rights. A consensus
had also been reached on other important points: the recommendation that the peried
of work of the Commigsion should be increased to six weeks each year, with an
wlditional week for meetings of workipg groups; the decision to authcrize the
extension ¢.” the session of the Sub-Commission to four weeks; the regquest to the
Com=ission to study the possibility of convening meetings of the Bureau in
intersessional periods; and the note taken that in certain circumstances the
Cozmission might need to hold special sessions.

55. During the thirty-fifth session of the Commission, his delegation had abatained
from voting on resolutiom 20 (JOOXV), regarding the draft declarstion on religious
intolerance, for procedural reasons, although it agreed with its content. It had
also abstained from voting on resolution 16 (XXXV), regarding international legml
protection of the human rights of individuals who were not citizens of the country
in which they lived, since the Commission had been unable to discuss its substance
oving to lack of time.

56. His delegation regretted that an important document circulated within the
Commission (E/CN.4/1317), which contained an enelysis of existing United Nations
procedures for dealing with communications concerning violations of human rights,

had not been brought to the attention of the Council. That document was conciae,

very clear and very useful in orienting “=legations with regard to the existing
communications mechanisms. In order to increase its value as a document for _
consultation in years to come, he proposed that at the end of paragraph 19, |
reference should be made to parsgraph 6 (b) (ii) of Council resolutica 1503 (XLVIII). !
Paragraph 19 stated that if the Commission on Human Rights decided that a situation
might be the subject of an investigation by an ad hoc committee, that course of
action could only be taken with the express consent of the State concerned, and
did pot state that the iovestipgation was also subject to two other conditions,
namely, in the terms of resolution 1503 (XLVIII), that "tke situation does not
relate to a matter which is being dealt with under other procedures prescribed in
the constituent instruments of, or conventions adopted by, the United Naticns and
the specialized agencies, or in regional conventions™.

/...
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57. Pinally, he mede two sreell corrections in the Ccmmission®s report (E/1979/36):
the last sentence of paragraph 281 should indicate thet the resolution adopted vas
resolution 20, and not resolution 19, vhich referred to the question of a conventicn
on the rights of the chilé" ené paragraph 13 of the draft resolution recormended by
the Workipg Group (p. 51) should reflect the text actually prepered by the Group and
not the text as amended by the Commission.

58. Mr. SHENIRANI (Iran) said that, at its thirty-fifth session, the Commission on
duman Rignlc hod adopted ipportant resolutions and decisions. His delegation
supsorted tahem in senerasl, but wished to ervhasize the resolution on occupied Arab
territories, ircluding Palestine, and the resolutions on the right of proples to
self-determination and its application to peoples under colonial or alien domination
or foreign occupation. His delegation hed votec in favour of those resolutions and
wished to emphasize its support for the human rirhts of all colonial peoples under
alien domipation. '

56. In view of the need to adopt measur®s to eradicate apartheid and racial
discrimination, one of the first measures of the nevw revolutionary Government had
been to breek off the ecomomic and political relations that had existed between the
former Iranian régice and South Africa end to halt the supply of oil to the
Pretoria régive. By exerting pressure on the Government of South Afriea, which
persistently refused to comply vith the resolutions of the Scecurity Council and the
General Assembly, it would be possible to make that Government listen to reason.
The position of his country was clear with regard to the violation of human rights
in southern Africa: in South Africa, Namibia and Zirbabtwe nillions of persons were
still being deprived of the most basic human rights. The inevitable result of
that situstion was the comtinuous process of depersonalization, alienation and
systepatic destruction of the cultural, social end human values of the African
people of that reglom. The time"had come to mobilize all international forces to
cczbat the evils of sparthefd, racism and racial discrirination. The nev Government
of Iren was fully commjtted to the cause of supporting the just and legitimate
struggle of the people of southern Africa to free themselves from the yoke of
colonial doninetion and to exercise their inalienable right to gelf--determination

end independence.

50. At the nrevious dsy's meeting, the representative of France, speaking on
behalf of the Curcpean Economic Community, hed expressed deep concern over what

be called recent executions carried out in various parts of the world vhich, in
certain cases had not teken place within the serene atmosphere of Justice. Although
po particular country had been mentioned, the intention of the French representative

‘was clesr #nd that ves vhat really mattered. The French representative had also

spokén of universal respect for human rights and had referred to the preoccupation
expressed by the Secrctary--General. As far es Iran vas concerned, those who had
been executed had committed crimes punishable by death. They had played an active
part i1 creatinp and consolidating an apparatus of terror and repression which was
responsible for the death and disappearance of thousands of Iranien people.

€1. Iran velcomed honest, sincere end constructive dialogue, but did not sccept
lectures on human rights from countries which had different stanidards for human

!if!
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rights. If mesbers of the European countri¢s were rcally concerned about human
rights, he wondered why they kept silent when vhat they referred to as the
“most fundamental huran rights” were being flegrantly and gassively viclated in
Iran. During the revolutionary period, almost 50,000 people hnd been mercilessly
killed, tortured to death, murdered, mutilated, and crushed under army tanks.

But those countries had just watched and had chosen to ignore what was happening

in Iran. -

62. In those days, meny appeals and petitions had been addressed by the Iranians
to many parts of the world, including the Beadgquarters of the United [latiors,
asking for help to stop the indiscriminate killing of the Iranian people. He did
not recell having monitored any reaction. Lveryvhere there had been silence. i
However, some of the same countries which ha2d vciced concern for human riphts in
the Committee were busy, during the revolutionary struggle, sendin; words of
sympathy and encourapement to a despot who had established in Iran one of the most
repressive régimea of te.~or that had ever existed. Elsevhere the same performance
vas taking place. He referred to soutbern Africa, vhere millions of people were
deprived of their most fundamental humen rights. In South Africa, in Nemibia and
in Zimbabwe the most brutal form of denial of human riphts persisted, but membera
of the Commumity closed their eyes and continued to maintain and even to expend
their economie, political and military collaboration with the minority racist
rérines in southern Africa, thus helping to perpetuate the colonial and racist
domination in southemrn Africa.

63. Iran was not afraid of criticism. The Islamic Revolution had made it possible
for the Irsnien people to start building a society based on respect for human
Tights, human dignity, freedom, equality and Justice, something vhich was
inconceivable during the past rfgime. Iran today was an opem society - everybody
had & right to cxpress his or her opinion. Iran did not deny having difficulties
end problems, but the major difficulties were the heritage of -the former régime.
Iran had nothing to hide from the outside world; that was why se many foreign
correspondents frop all over the world vere active in Iran.

6i. He hipself had been a journalist before joinin~ the forei;m service. He
attached great importence to the role of Journalists in promotine understanding
among pecples in wvarious parts of the world. Dut, in Iran's case press coverage
had pot always been objective, and obviously many wvestern value Judgements were
formulated on the basis of press reports; hence the necessity for impartial and
objective journalism, vhich would make it possible for the international community
to have an accurste reflection of the events in Iran.

65. Many members of the international community would have to . ‘scard their
prejudices end make an objective study of the current situation in Iran. They
would have to underatand the motives bechind the revolution, and they should then
lock back at the sad picture presented by the former régime with regard to human
rights and fundamental freedoms. The Iranian pecple, who wvere in any cese the
s0le masters of their fate, would continue their efforts to transform the country,
because they believed in the purity and legitimacy of their revolution.

oo
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66. lr. FIGUEROA (Argentina) said that his delegation attached great importasnce to
enlarging the Commission on Human Rirhts, since the Commission's debates and the
decisions it adopted provided a practical forum for the intermational community's

efforts to give effect to human rights.

67. In the consideration of human rights within the United Nations, the political
Perspective of the observer influenced the assignment of priorities and the values
set on those rirhts. His delegation therefore wished to remind the only delepation
vhich had explicitly menticned his country that the darkest pages of the history of
the exploitation of man by man had been written by colonialism based on racism and

spartheid.

68. Countries which for centuries had profited from colonialist exploitation were
currently unwilling to admit the existence of an imjust international economic
order, whereas, at the same tioe, they set themselves up as defenders of human
rights in special circumstances. They did all that without bearing in mind that
the existence of extreme viclence beyond the control of Government: was in some
cases the direct result of organized eriminal terrorism. It followed that the full
enjoyment of human rights required that the State in question be able to eradicate

completely all types of violence.

69. His country's experience in that regard had been characterized by a situation
of emergency crisis which tended to produce chacs. His Government had taken
effective measures to overcome the crisis situation and restore the full and

effective force of legal order.

70. For those reasons, his delegation reiterated its support of paragraph L (a)
of resolution III, which proposed that the number of members of the Commission

should be increased to L3.

Tl. Mr. CU DINH BA (Viet Nam), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said he
totally r=jected the false accusations of the representative of China, vho had
done his best to justify his country's atrocious aggression ageinst Viet Ham, an
independent and sovereirn country, in violation of the United Nationas Charter and

interpational law.

T2. The words of the Chinese representstive could not reverse the world-wide
condcmnations protesting the attack launched by more thsn half a million Chinese
troops with artillery and bombs across the border with Viet Ham and the monstrous
crimes wvhich they had comsitted against the Vietnamese population, including women,

the gged and children.

713. Ho ooe could be aurprised to find that aggression mentioned in the report of
the Commission on Humen Righte on its thirty-rifth session (E/1979/36, para. 153).

7%. At the preceding meeting, the representative of China had spoken of the
violation of human rights in Kampuchea. It was public knowledge that the Pol Pot
régime, directed by the resctionary lesders of the Peking Government, had been
precisely the worst fascist snd dictatorial rfgime known in history. He
vondered how such a régime, established by the reactionary Chinese leaders, could
commit 6o meny crimes and awoid its responsibilities with regard to human rights.

feoen
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75. Currently, wvhile negotiations between the Government of China and the
Government of Viet Ham were under wvay, Chinese troops vere still occupying more
than 10 points in Vietnamese territory. The Chinese side was still building
strategic roads, digging trenches and buildings fortifications; it contipued to
open fire on Vietnamese territory with all kinds of weapons and was at the same
tipe intensifying ite naval intrusions into the territorial waters of Viet Nam.

76. His delegation wished to state that neither the threat nor the use of force by
the Chinese expensionists could in any way limit the legitioate right of the
Vietnamese people to self-determination, independence, sovereigmty and territorial

integrity.

T7. The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to the observer of Democratic Kampuchea.

78. Mr. ZACHMAN? (German Democratic Republic), speaking on a point of order, said
that hie delegation cculd not recognize the right of the representative of the
Pol Pot régine to teke the floor in the Committee. The People's Revolutionary
Council was the sovereign governrent of Karpuchea and the sole legitimate
representative of its people. The representative of the régime custed by the
people and puided and supported exclusively by a Power which had again sent
military armed forces to the Vietnamese border and advocated an aggressive
hegemonist policy had the least right of any to represent the pecple of Kempuchea.
According to the New York Tines, Mr. Deng had told the Secretary-General that
China reserved the right to act and teach the Vietnamese another lesson. That
dangerous situation gave rise to deep concern and it was imperative to prevent
the worst.

79. The CHATRMAH took note of the commente mede by the reprepentative of the
German Democratic Republic and gave the floor to the cbserver of Democratic

Kampuchea.

80. Mr. CHAXI Youran (Observer for Democratic Kempuchea) said that, at its 35th
session, the Commission on Human Rirhts hed decided to defer eonsideration of the
question of Democratiec Kampuchea owine to the new situation created by the
Vietnamese-Soviet war of arecression apgainst that country. That war of aggression
constituted a flagrant aad barbarous violation of the riphts of the people of
Ksmpuchea, particularly the fundaemental political, economic and social rights
guaranteed by the Government of Democratic Xampuchea to all its people during the
three and one half years of nstional rrconstruction. lMoreover, the independence,
sovereipnty and territorial integrity of a Hember State of the United Naticns and
the Nndamental principles of the Charter had been viclated, snd the aggression wvas
a serious threat to internmational pesce and security, particularly in South-East
Asia, all of Asia and the Pacific. The sole aim of the charges lewvelled by

Viet ilam and the Soviet Union against the People's Republic of China was to concenl
the monstrous crimes Viet Nam was committing against the people of Democratic
Kampuchen, and the delegation of Democratic Kampuchea felt that the Committee
should discuss the agpression of Viet Nom and the Soviet Union and the human rights
violations committed in its wake.
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81. Those collective crimes committed Yy over 150,000 Vietnamese soldiers and
their Soviet advisers were tantsmount to gepocide carried out in pursuance of a
poli~y of extermination of the people and mation of Kerpuchea. The troops of

Viet Dam and the Soviet Union bad destroyed and burned everything in their path,
wvere indiscriminstely slaughtering people and raping vomen before killing them,
looting everyvhere and tryin- to eradicate the national culture and civilization of
Iampuchea. Their crimes were as bad or worse than those of the racist rfgimes of
Fretoria and Salisbury agasinst the African peonles and of Israel sgainst the .
Palestinian and Arsb peoples and vere not the usual type of human rights violation.
It wes a case of exterminating the race and people of Fampuchea in order to annex
the country to Viet Ham. Tbhe Committee should condemmn thnt aggression and those
crines, demand that they stop immediately and call for the total and unconditional
vithdraval of Vietnamese and Soviet troops from Karpuchea. His delegation called
upon the Cormittee to consider its report to the Cormission on Human Riphts on the
crimes committed by the armed forces of Viet Nam and the Soviet Union in their

aggression apgainst Democratic Kempuchea (LC/CH.L/13k3).

82. Mr. PU Chao-min {China) said that in their statements, the delegations of the
Soviet Union and Viet Ham were trying to distort the truth concerning the
unvarranted attacks against Chipa, vhich bhad always greatly valued its friendship
with Viet Sam. Their relations had deteriorated in recent years as Viet Fam had
intensified its hostility towards Chiom end its attacks on Democratic Kampuchea
vith the support of the Soviet Union, vhich was pursuing its hegemonist policy.
China had been the victim ¢ * many attecks and had suffered many losses and when it
sav that its varnings went unheeded, it had been forced to counter-attack, as the
international commmity had recognized. China's border defence troops had withdrawn
ioto China &8 early as 16 Harch. China had repeatedly sttempted to initiate
negotiations, but Viet Ham had refused and had provoked further incidents spainst
China on the border. China's pood faith hal been demonatrated, but Viet ilam had
attecpted to unleash en outcry against China, thus proving that it was not
interested in negotistions. Soviet and Vietnarese expansionism in South-Bast A3ia
constituted a threat to peace end security in the regdon and the countries of the
region should wmite to stop them. .

83. It was pointless to refute the attacks on China by Cuba, a mercenary of Soviet
isperialis:a, which was sepding its youth to Africa to serve as cannon fodder. For
Cuba to talk about the well--being of children was the height of irony.

84, Mr. CABAIIA (Observer for Israel) said that certain delegations were once armin
attezpting to exploit the forum of the Economic and Social Couneil to launch
political attacks sgainst Israel. Unfortunately there wvas a sharp conflict between
those countries and Isrsel, an essentially political conflict caused by their
yefusal to respect the inalienable rights of Israel as a nation and th» inalienable
hunar: rights of its citizens. Their negative approach represented a gross violation
of the principles of international lawv and the Charter of the United Nations, and
vas expressed, monc other things, in their support for vioclent and indiscriminste
attacks on the most basic human right, the ripht to life, of those vho lived in

Israel or bhappened to be there.
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85. Most of the issues which had served as pretexts for enti-Israel initistives
and resolutions in the organs of the United Hations were related to Isreel's
efforts to defend itself and protect human lives against those illegal policies,
and if the Council had been prepared to deal with the real issues of human righta
involved in the Arab-Isrse) conflict, it would have addressed itself long sgo to
the prime ceuse and Nmdasental aspect, namely the violations of Isracli human
rights, & truth vhich no amount of distortion of facts and manipulation of debates
in the United Hations could cover up.

B5. His delegation called on those delegations which held that the cause of human
righls depended on an irpartial snd sincere spproach to oppose the repeated attecpte
to ebuse that cause vhen it came to the Middle East and Israel.

87. Mr. AL-JABIXI (Irag), speaking in exercise of his right of reply, said that
the representative of Israel had not refuted any of the charges on vhich most
pembers of the Committee agreed, and ssked the Chairman, the Director of the
Division of Human Rights and the Secretariat vhether a reply had been receiwved fron
the Government of Israel to the telegram sent it by the Commissior. on Husan Rights
expressing its deep concern about systematic torture, policies of repression and
collective punishment and the practice of tearinr down ané looting houses. [Ile
quoted sn article which had eppeared in the New York Times of 2 May about an Aradb
journalist who vas in a Jerusalem hospital recuperatin- from injuries inflicted bt
Isrseli police wvho had kept him in prison for 120 days without charges. That
article snd other reports in other nevspapers vere evidence of the grosa violations
of human rights being committed in the occupied Arad territories, includinge
Palestine. The tine had come for the Committee and other intemational bodies to
put an end to the Zionist conspiracy not omly ageinst the Arabs but against Jevs of
different nationalities.

MZASURES TO INPROVE TIE SITUATIOR AND ENSURE THT HUMAM RIGITS AND DIGNITY OF ALL
MIGRAIT WORKXERS (comtinusd)

88. The CHAIRMAY announced that the Philippines had becooe m sponsor of draft
resolution &/19719/C.2/L.S.




