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This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working languages. They should
be set forth in & memorandum and alsc incorporated in a copy of the record. They
should be sent within one week of the date of this document to the Chiel of the
Cfficial Records Editing Section, Department of Conference Services, rocm A-3590.

Any corrections tc the records of the meetings of this session will be
consciidated in e single corrigendur to be issued shortly after the end of the

session.
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The meeting was called to order st 11.10 a.m.

SOCLAL DEVELOFMENT QUESTIONS (contimued) (E/1979/2h, v/1979/36, E/1979/C.2/CRP.2)

i. Mr. O'DONOVAN (Irelend), referring to draft resclution VIII submitted by the
Commissicon for Social Development (Ef1979/2%, p. 9), said that & nuzter of
delegations hed ques*ioned the wording of the fifth preambular paragraph and
operetive pearagraph 1 (c). The delegation of Arsentina hed proposed sn amendment
(E/1979/C.2/CRP.2, itez L). It might be more appropriate to use wording similar to
that quoted in operative parsgraph 3 of the draft resolution on the programme and
methods of the work of the Commission on Human Rights,s contained in that

Commission's report (Ef1979/36, p. 50):

"The Commission shall assist the Fconomic and Social Council in the
co-crdination of activities concerning human rights in the United Nations

-
EVEten,

would like to ask vhether a representative of the Office of Legal Affairs could
tend the following meeting and comment on his suggestion.

1
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2.  Mise FICETER (Argentina) said that she would suprport the wording proposed by the

representative of Ireland in preferenc: to the wording in her delegation's
arendment in document E/1979/C.2/CRP.2.

3. The CHAIRMAN seid that he would ask the Secretariat to consult the Office of
Legal Affairs.

MEASURES T0 IMPHOVE THE SITUATION AND ENSURE THE HUMAN HIGHTS AND DIGHITY OF ALL
MIGRANT WORKERS (continued) (E/19/9/2L, chap. I, draft resolution V, and chap. VII,
paras. 139-1L3, 169-170; E/1979/35, chap. XII end chap. XXI, resclution 25 {X‘¥Vv))

L. Mr. SID"AEMED VALL (Mauritenia) said that, despite continuous study in
different bodies of the United Netions system, the problem of the protection of
migrant workers end their families was still sufficiently serious to warrant special
attention from the Council. It was renssuring o note an awareness ¢f the problem
and cunrern over it in teth ccuntries of origin end rost ccuntries, but attention
needed to be drown to certein particular nroblems, In the first place, he shared
the concern expressec by most delegations about the importance of preserving the
cultural identity of migrant workers and their families, and particularly of the
children. Secondly, it was essential te ensure respect for the dignity of migrant
workers and their families and safeguard ell their human rights, both in their

work and in their private life. Thirdly, efforts must be pade to avoid any sction
that might disrupt the economies of the countries of origin or the host countries
and further complicete the situation of migrant workers and their families. Lastly,
the crganizations in the United Nations system, snd in particular the Internationsl
Labour Crganisaticn {ILO), must continue to concern themselves with migrant workers

and the various aspects of their problems.

5. He welcomed resclution 25 {XXXV) adopted by the Commission on Human Rights.
F
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6.  Mr. MERCADO (Mexico) said that migrant labour was pot only a work force; it had
a social value accumulated in its country of origin. Each cigrant worker
and

represented an investpent by the country of origin in education, medical care :
other sociael inputs, end it could reasonably be said that the preperation ol migrant
workers es sociel groups enriched the labour factor and represented a financial
contribution by the country of origin ic the production system in +he host country.
In fect, migrant lsbour benefited both sides. The country of origin received part
of the money earned, and tae pressure of unezployment and underempleyment wes _
relieved; the host cowmtry benefited by the strengthening of the lasbour element In
its productive systeo end alsc by the revenue derived fronm tex on earnicgs.

7. The general situation of migrant workers haed been the suplect cf siudy,
analysis and egreements for many decades on e bilateral basis. At vhe zmultilateral
level, the International Labour Organisation {ILO) hed carried out studies and
edopted standards for the protection of migrant workers in such metters ess social
sesurity and egual treatiment. In recent years, as indicated in the ILO report :9
the Commission for Social Development (EfCH.S5/5T2), & Cornventisn and Recommeandations
on migrant workers had been adopted, dealins ameong other matters, with abusive
conditions of employment and equality of opportunity and treatment. The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, edopted in 15LE, included provisicons on the right to )
free choice of employment, Just and favourable conditions of work, the right to Jein
trade unions, the rignt to rest, etc. Those rights were applicable to 8ll huuan
beings, regardless of migrant stetuc, vherever & labour relationship between
employer end employee existed.

8. Sipce 1973 United liations organs, fren the General Assembly to the
Sub=Commission on Prevention of [iscrimination and Protection of Minorities, had
considered the problem of migrant workers and in 1976, 1977 and 1976 the General
Assembly bad adopted resclutions recommending that the Council and =he Commission
on Human Rights shoulid study, fully and in aepth, ways and means of improving the
situetion of migrant vorkers and ensuring respect for their humsn rights and
dignity. Unfortunately, a heavy sgenda had prevented both the Commissien end the
Counecil from completing those tasks. Although an effort hed been made to find m
colution, the reports received so far from the Commission on Human Rights and the
Commission for Sccisl Development gave little hope of B deteiled and comprehensive
study being completed in the near future on the basis of which preposals for action
could be made with a viev to ending the problem.

O. in that connexion he referred to the progress report cf the Secretary-General
on the welfare of migrant vorkers and their families (E/CN.5/568)., in paragraph 21
of which it was stusted that about 25 per cent of the ercnomically active population
of his country - at & -conservative estimate about b million Mexicen workers - had
entered the United States without immigration perrits. According to the foot-rote
on that page those figures came from a report published in 1977 by the United States
firm Lesko Associates. However, since 1978 it had been recognized, even in

official United States media, that the figures and forecasts in that and similar
studies could not be accepted as accurate, and toth countries had agreed that n
great deal of research remained tc be done before the truth could be known sbout the
flow of migrants without permits between Mexico and its northern neighbour.

fao..
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protection egfsinst any restriction of the full enjoyment ef their huwnan rights,
ircluding respect Tor their freedowm end physical integrity, freedom from mass
deportaticon and discrimination, the right to fair wages and continuity in
employment, medical care and access tc social security. Such an instrument should
aleo make provision ‘cr the right to respect for the preservation of the cthnic
identity and cultural heritage of miftrant workers, bearing in mind the principles
set forth in the Philedelphie Decleration, adopted st the twenty-sixth General

™ L = & OTT M =1
Conference of TLO, 1n 10aa,

11. The ~eneral situstisn of migrant workers, irrespective of thelr miprant status,
cnlied for immedinte nction. TheY were an important element in the propress and
developm=nt of the nost countries and their situation was simply a reflection of the
structure mnd complexity of present-day economic relations.

17, Aetivities for the benefit of migrant wcrkers would best be channelled through
e sinrle body which could deal with the guestion as a matter of prioricy and submit
concrete proposals to the Council and the General Assembly or prepare a draft
internationsl code or convention on respect for the human rights of all aigrant
workers. Suech mechinery, supported by the Secretary-General, the Commissicn on
Husan Birhts, the Commission for Social Development and TLO and the other arencies,
would provide the co-ordinatien that was needed end would prevent the duplication
af effort that consusesd so much of the Organization®s time and resources.

13. His delepaticn reserved the right to speak egain on the subject if necessary.

1L. Mr. BERGTHUN (Observer for Norvay), speaiing on behalfl of Denmark, Finland,
Teeland, Sweden and his own country, said that the Hordic delegations were pleased
to see thal miprsnt workers were receiving more attention in the United llations
system and that their rights were boe. ming better defined and more widely
cupported - in particular those relating to equal rights with the citizens of the
host country in enployment, social security, trade union activity, voucational

training snd the ripght of femily unification.

15. To improve the socizl situation of mifrant workers, it was important that they
should be given B proper opportunity to articulate and promot- their own welfare
jnterests in the cociety in vhich they lived. In that respect the Nordic
delepations stressed the importance of the right of assembly and the right to
establish organizetions. Assistance from the authorities in the provision of
office facilities end facilities for communal meetings and for worship would
facilitate the evercise of those riphts. The authorities should also try to
facilitate comsunication betveen themselves and migrant workers and among the
migrant workers themselves.

16. An important democretic principle was the right to influence relevant decisions
and to participate in decision-making on matters of direct impurtance to the

/..
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individunl or the group. All the countries concerned shoulé cunsider
possibility of piving the right to stand as candidates in loonl or cunicipal
elections to 211 migrant workers whe hnd resided 1rn The country Tor a Lrolonped
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17. The vreblens of the children of mirrant workers, living under the orosc-
pressure of the culture ¢f their host and thelr molner country, could e S0mC
extent be solved by providing bicultural educatiorn. “u-cperation betueen the host

country and the home country would be helpful in that respect.

1%. Further dizcussicn within the United Netions s¥sten of copsures to 1Zprove iLno
c.cial situation ¢f zigrant workers and ensure thelr rumen ri hte and signity
zhculd concentrate on nractieal metion. The specielized agencies, in particular
the Internaticnal Labour Urgenisation, had contributed i thet connexion and their
action should be supported and intenciflied,

1%, The liurdic delegations wished to reatfirg thelr o gﬁcrt Tor drelt
recolution V on the welfare of migrant workers, contained in t repor: of the

Commissicn for Social Development (E/14679/24).

20. Mr. (ARASLL (Turkey) said that immigrants had 1o face a series of preblens in
the process of adaptation to & new environment and Intepration into an essentislliy
zifgratory oovements and,

foreign cocmunity. Family units were deeply effecicd by

even if the mesbers left behind found themselvers moterinlly better off as a result

of the exigration, the improvement in their living conditiens mipght be scconmpanied

by severe nroblems of a social cr mental character. article 1€ of the Universal

Declaration of Human Riphts stated that the family £ the notural and fundazentzl
icle 13 of the Recormendation

ated that all pessible measures
1y countries of origin to
ers, as repidly as possible.

concerning Migrant VYorkers asdopted by ILO in 1975, =
should b taken both by countries of employment and
farilitate the revnification of families of mipgrant work
Although, however, family reunion and family migraticon as a human right were
recognized and increasingly accepted by the internationel community, they were
rorely mentioned expressly in hilateral mipgration ng-cuﬂents or in national

a gl
lesislation on mipration, and decisions werc being left to the discretionary povwers
of the administrative or executive authorities. .utL'Ia ional instrurents sheould
clearly ctate that the migrant had a right to family =igration which, as & human
rirht, had binding force and could not be annulled by other international provisions

or by a country's national legislation.

i
unit of society, hud the right to protection; ana art
b

21. Lanpuace and education were important factors in the successful adaptaticn and
integration of the immigrunt and his family, and svecial measures taken to provide
cducati~nal programmes for immimgrants and their children must respond to the needs
of each group. Perhaps the most sericus cbstacle to the soeial promotion of
miprant workers wes their lipmited access to vocational traini., : the vast majority
of unskilled migrants never became skilled workers during their stay abroad.
flthouph officially, foreign workers were entitled to the same vocational training
as nationals in mest receiving countries, actual practice did not always accord

i’ii‘i
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¢+ was essential that migrant workers should en)oy

with the guiding principles. I s
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57, One mspect of the problem on which the States concerned and international
oremnizations could concentrate, to enable migrant vorkers to exercise their
funde=ental rights to the full, was the enjoyment of social security rights.
flthough that wes widely protected in international instruments and bilateral
creements, there was still rooz for improvement. The rights already acquired or in
he process of being acquired should be safeguarded so that pigrant workers could
benefit frem ther wherever =hey settled, Safeguards should cover the transfer of
votn migrant workers' and employers' shares of sccial security contributions to the
national social security institutions of the country of origin, should the worker
leave the country of immigration before being eligible for pension or other
benefits. Great progress had been asde in bilateral and multilateral efforts to
overcome the difficulties by co-ordinating laws on social security. He welcomed
international co-operaticn, particularly in ILO, and hoped that current efforts

would continue.

4
-
H

y

i
L

international community for the past decade; but, despite international, multilateral
and bilateral efforts, migrant workers still encountered difficulties which deprived
«hem of the full enjoyment of their human rights. There seeped to be a need for a
more intepreted approach to the issues involved and a strengthening of existing
~epsures. In that connexion, he recazlled the measures recomzended by the World
~anference to Combat Racism and RAacial Diserimination in paragraph 13 of the
Programme of Action, concerning the right of family reunion; equality of treatment
in a1l fields for the children of migrant workers, including those of the second
generetion; equality of treatment for migrant workers in the field of social
security; ratification of or accession to internaticnel instruments nimed at
protecting migrants from discrimination: and the possibility of adopting an
international convention on the rights of migrant workers. Most of those points
vere covered in General Assembly resoluticn 33f/163. He honed that the Secretary-
General would report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session on the
results of his action, in pursuance of operative paragraph T of the resclution in
exploring the possibility of drawing up an international convention on the rights of

migrant workers.

The problems faced by migrant workers had been a source of major concern to the

si. Mr. VALDERRAMA (Philippines) said that his delegation attached grest importance
+o memsures to igprove the situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of all
migrunt workers and had, therefore, supported the inclusion of thst item in the
Council's agenda for the current session, as well as sponsoring the resolution on
the subject sdopted at the twenty-sixth cession of the Commission for Social
Development end actively participating in the drafting of paragrephs 12, 13 and 1h,
relutive to the plight of migrant workers, of the Programme of Action formulated

at the World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Diserimination. Although his
country was not a member of the Commission on Humen Rights, it firmly supported
resolution 25 (JXXXV), adopted by that body at its thirty-firth session.

foon
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5%, 1T Member States were Lo be true +o the principles ¢f the Charter, the
Universel Decleratiorn of Human Rights, and other internasticonal human Tights
instruments, they had to implement, individually and cellectively, through concerted
internaticnal action, the various measures to ioprove the situatlon and ensure the
humen rights of migrant workers. The higher concerns of human dignity, irrespective
of race, sex, religion, or colour, demanded the emendment of any naticnal
legislation which inhibited Governments from affording full protecticn to cigrant
vorkers and their families, With the necessery political will, Governzments should
be able 1o enect legislation in harmeny with current internaticnsl thinking and
measures in that field. His own Government hed enacted legislative measyres Lo
ensure the well-beinr and welfare of migrant workers end their Tamilies 85 &

demonstration of itsc comsitment to thelr cause.

2. Mr. SECKEA-BARBROCK (Federal Jepublic of Germany) expleined thet his Government
had undertasken to grint foreign workers the same treetment as it did o their
German counterperts, and tn provide additional social services to help counteract
the cultural, ling.istic and cther disedvanteges faced by migrant workers. During
the previous month the Federal Cabinet hed decided in principle to grant work
perzmits for children and spouses of migrent vorkers, alter e waiting period of

two and four years respectively, which meant that about 1.5 million people would

be mble to start work in the Federal Republic in the izmediate or near future. The
Federal Governcent was taeking & considerable rick, as there were only <. million
jobs in the country, and sbout 850,000 people unemployed. The decision was further
proof of his Government's positive attitude to the probdlems of foreign workers, and
presupposed & large peasure of understanding on the part cof the Geroan public.

27. Anochronistic prejudices against whet was alien or foreign had to be overcome
as & prerequisite for a huranit =ian social policy for migrant workers, and his
Government had succeeded to a very considerable extent in neutralizing existing
prejudices. The fairly good =~lationship between migrant workers and German
nationals wes exemplified by the fact that, although the nubber of unemployed in
the ‘ountry since the 1973 recession was roughly equal to the nuzber of Jobs held
by forecipn workers, ihe idea of sending such workers home had never been seriously
discussed either by the medis or the public at large. All the political parties
represented in the Federal Perliament had included in their party programmes a
demand that migrant workers should be granted the right to vote and to stand for
election to office at the communal level; that demand would be met in the near
future.

2B, Any action by the host countries to cope with the enormously complex problem
of migrant workers vas often portrayed with a negative connotaticn, but there were
many positive aspects. Values such as tolerance, the gradual rermoval of prejludices,
and progress through contact with different cuitural values and ways of thinking,

f
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"G, To illustrate the immortsnee of the advantapges of migrant labour he neinted
2t that wvithout mizrant vorlkers in the hotel and restiaurant trade, he and his
coupatriots, fer example, misht still be compelled to rely on o diet comsisting of
s and sauerkraut, as their forelathers had done.

30. Mr. CL-MOXRI (ikrocece) said that mipratory covemcnts had to be considered
within the context of the New International Economie and Social Order, since they
helped tc establish sccial, eccnomiec mnd cultural tics between countries. Those
tiecs were often poverned by bilateral opreezents snd, at a country of emigracion,
Moroceo coumplied with the spirit and the letter of its international commitments
o facilitate the ezployment of migrant wvorkers. However, the host countries mlsc
2 & role to play, particularly with repard to infermation. Tn the context el the
International Dnva;up:eut Stratery, world public opinion hed to be made ovare
prcblems such the state of zmind of migrent workers and their families.
veral countries hEd rade praiseworthy efforts to improve the lot of migrant
workers, but much remained to be done. Issues relating to migrant workers should
be taught to children and younp people at =chool, and given at least the same
sttention as sex education and road safety. Thet would help to eliminate many of

the problems facing both migrants and their host countries.
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31. Mr. MALIK (Pakistzn) expressed the interest of nis delegation in the over-all
question of the welfare of migrant workers and their families. Internztional

labour migration, %y its very nature, produced multifarious problems and
chalienges, which had to be tackled imaginatively. The task of the host countries
in devicing appropriste policies to ebsorb migrants into the mainstreem of their
ecconomic, political and cultural milieux could be made much eesier by greater
co—cperation with the relevant United Hations orgens. The Commission for Social
Development, in paragraphs 1Ll and 142 of its report (E/1979/2L), had correctly
argessed family reunion, education of children, repatriation of migrants and

the legalizing of so-ralled "illegal" migrants as some of the mejor problems which
cerited the Council's attention, as well as the need for the host countries to
recognize the principle of equality of trestment of migrant workers, alsc ns regards

sccess Lo social services.

32. His Government was committed to protecting the rights of the approximately
1.2 million Fakistani workers who had emigrated. In some countries those worlers
received discriminatory treatment, and the employins agencies did not honouvr the
terms and conditions of their contracts. Such practices were inconsistent with
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and ILO Convention Ho. 1L32. The
ignatories to that Convention should be urged to easure that it was fully
incorporated into their national lews. In his country, a number of measures had
heen taken ut the netional level to ensure that its nationals received due care
and procection in all matters concerning their emipgration. An Emigration
Ordinance, 1979, had been promulgated which, inter alia, provided for the

loo.
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apencies concerncd with the welfare of mirgrant workers an
tc all United lations zcetiwvities directed towards th ¥

3L, Mr. ARTACHO CASTELLANC (Spain) seié thet his countvy, which had long ?een B
source of ecigration, and more recently of migrant lasbour, would alsc continue 1o
weleome all those who migratel to Spain.

pze ¥ ami~ration hod been

i%. The econczic, sccial, cultural and humanitarian srobl T
borne in cind at sll ctages of the draftinr of Spenich legisleticn on the subject.
The recently prozulgated Constitution specifically sigted U 3t the =Zlale would
tuke particular care to safeguard the ecunczic and social righis of Spanish Workers
sbroau mnd would direct its policy tﬂvuris their return. The Ezmigraticn Act of
21 July 1971 recognized the Ireedsn to enifrate, end the State peid particuler
attention to improving assistance to, and protection and care of exigrants.

fh., Hisg ntry had ratified .LO Conventicn No. §7 cencerning Migraticn for

"1‘ had

—p*by-tnt end had negctiated and corstantly updeted tileteral agreenments with
neiphbourins countries in Yestern Europe. The restricticns imposed by those

countries es & result of the post-1972 ecencmic situstien had had the effect of

considersbly increasin- unesployment in Spain. As e result of the Aznesty Act
promuleeted in Octouer 1977 those workers who had beern foreced to ezigrate for
political remsons uader the former régime were being helped te return, and ail

eoplovoent rights, including socisl security bencfits and retire-ent pensicns, were
being restored to them.

-
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37. iigrant workers from Portugal, Latin foerica, Zrazil. Andorra and the
Fhilippines had the same esployment rights as Spaniaerds, and nc restrictions were
placed on the exmployment of foreign workers, destite the high rate of unezplcyment
in Spain.

35. His country was closely co-operating with the United haticns in establishing
suitable internationsl chmnnels for the solution or alleviation of problems such as
the education of children of oigrant workers, family reunification, links between
countries of eminration and host countries, and the creamtion of an international
framevork effectively to guarantee full respect for the rights of migrant vorkers,
in theory and in practice.

3%. His delegation wes particularly interested in operative paragraphs 2 end 3 of
draft resolution V, contained in the report of the Cormission for Sociml
Development (E/1979/2L), end agreed with the points menticned in paragraph 1Ll of
that report. He had carefully studied chapter XII of the report of the Commissicn
on Human Rights (L/1979/36) and the comprehensive and detailed text of the
Commission's resclution 25 (XXXV). The reports of the Secretnry-ﬁenernl contained
in documents E/CH.S5/S6L and 568 were extremely useful.

loe.
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0. Greater co-ordination between the various beodies and Secretariat units dealing
with mipgrant wvorkers would be appropriote, ns would the ccllating of all the data
contained in the various reports. In that connexion, the guidelines for the
medium-ters plan, the reccmoendations of the Committee for Programme and
w=ordination, and any cosments by the Joint Inspection Unit should be taken into
account. The Eccnomic and Social Council would be the obvious channel fer

co=ordinetion, witnout prejudice to any subsidiary work that might be done at other

Ll. His country would continu= to support znd promote any measure which would
improve the employment and cultursl situation of migrant workers, and it attached
great importsace to the possitility of drafting an instrusent clearly enunciating
the rights of migrant wvorkers in ell fields, and establishing procedures effectively
to protect thew. The question of the rights of migrant workers should remain as

a separate iter on the Council's agends.

L2. Mrs. RESTHEPD de REYES (Colombia) remarked that resclution 25 (XXXV) of the
Commission on Human Rights and draft resolution V contained in the report of the
Commission for Socisl Development (E/1979/2L) were complementary. Both expressed
the view thet pigrant workers, whotever their juridical status, were entitled

to protection under the labour and scocial laws of the host countries. To deny
thes their rights was to reduce them to a state of slavery.

L3, Froblem:z of migrant workers should sloo be dealt with in bilnteral treaties,
since the relat1aush1ps betweer. the varicus countries of origin and host countries
were specific in character, and had to be dealt with on o case-by-case basis. In
most instances, migration led to the scparation of families and to cultural shock,
resulting froo the different langusges, religions and social and educational systems
encountered by migrants. The host countries had to study and handle those
rituations carefully so that the change was effected without trauma or violent
upheaval. Instead of problezms, mutusl enrichment should be the result.

LL, Tne twentieth century had been an are of large-scale migration, pa.ticularly
of the vork force, which had become an eronomic force to be reckoned with in the
host countries. Migrants wvere employed at various levels of skill, and in a variety
of cectors, thereby helping to enrich the recipient States. Since universal labour
legisletion made no distinction between miprant and other workers it was therefore

only logicel that it should apply to both.

LY, She requested clarification of the use of the woids "interrelated, manner”
in operative paregrarh 2 of draft resolution V, vwhich wvere unclear in English,

and even more so in Spanish. She presumed the intention had been to state that
cigrant workers should be given the same treatment as local workers in the host

country.

LE, Mr. FOX (Observer, World Federation of Trade Unions) poirted out that his
organization had submitted & written stetement, but that it had unfortunately not
yot been circulated. It dealt with current problems of migrant workers in all
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countries and on every continent. There had been little improvement in conditicns
for mirrant wvorkers, mnd most countries still used them ss & reserve army ol cOvep
labour to be discarded when no lenger needed, ususlly with no entitlement o socisl

S

security or other benefits., He commended the idees conteined in the written
statement to the Committee for its consideration.

LT, Mr. 1S (United Kinpdor) szid that temporary cigration of labour had developec
on & large scele since the Second World War, nct leest in Western Eurcpe, end it
was cnly right that it chould be the focus ~f inereasing international attention.
FPeople who left their countries to seek work and a better life should not be
regarded as mere lebour units to be shunted in and out in response to the laws of
econorics or, worse still, as politicel scapegoats. It should go without saying
that they were human beings, with the same feelings and aspirsticns as anyone else,
and had to be treated accordingly.

LB, Large-scele migrations cculd, and &id, leed to fricticm, but the preblems of
the host countries should not be discounted, and those countries should not be cast
in the role of villain. His country could reascnebly claim 1o have 8 good, eVen

if not perfect, record with regard to migrant workers. Most immigrants, whe would
have been treated as migrent wvorkers in other countries, hed been alloved to settle,
<o ecyuire citizenship, and to bring in their immediate family. From the tize they
arrived, they were entitled to the same social security and welfare services as
nationzls, and had the right to vote. Given the sheer scale of the migration, it
was not surprising that problems sometimes arose, but they cught not to be
exaggerated. It was, in many respects, remarkable that migrants had been
assimilated sc smoothly; that said much for the good sense and tolerance of both
migrants and hosts.

Lo, His delegation shared the interest and concern expressed by those vho hed
cogently, and often movingly, described the problems of migrant workers. The
subject should be treated sericusly and constructively in 4he United liations
system. That was the approach most likely to achieve satisfactory results for all,
including the migrant vorkers.

50. Mr. CHABALA (Zambim) said that the question of migrant workers required
resolute action at the national, bilateral and internationsl lewvels. The measures
provided for in the resolutions before the Council were intended for Governments
vith normal legislative frameworks. The situation ir, the southern Afri_an
territories under vhite racist domination, however, was unique. For that reason,
he wished to commend to the attention of Council members the provisions of the
Luseka Charter on the situation of minority workers in South Africa vhich would be
of great assistance in providing a basis for effective action to resolve the
situntion in those territoriec. He wished to know if the Secretariat could
circulate the Lusaka Charter to members of the Council whe might not be acquainted
with its contents.

51. The CHAIRMAN said that he would consult the Secretarist on the matter.

Fous
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58w wr. Vel BOVEH (Di,ector, Division of Human Bights), introducing the item, said

that the Ad Hoc Verking Group of r_r.pr.rt* had prepared n repert on allegations
trade union rights (Z/1979/1 ), which centeineld

~epgarding infringements of
snformation chteined in 1970 by the ‘lorking Group curine its lield rission to
«frica. The two maper dssges dealt with in the report were: swppresticn ef the
righy to orgunize t:::i* unicns, and the persecution o! workers Seenuse of their
activities, especially as o consequence of strike action. ¢ relerred nepbers of

the Council to 5ufif‘*.3 T/CNLLS13LL and ES1972/3C for information rathcered by the
torking Group on the bit'n ien of other human rights in South Africa.

si. The dreft geperal prirciples on equality and non-discrimination in respect of
persens born ot of wedloch had been referred to the Council by the Commission on
Bighto. The copments received by the Council from Governments reflected the
di?E“r:‘: of coinlon and the prohlers encountered in differin- cultural und
1l systems with rompard to that matrter.

4. Referring to the report of the Coumission <. Human Fighus (Of1909/36), he said
tant the Commission's inereased concern over situations ¢ =ericus violations of
human rights throughout the world was reflected i the larre preportion of meetings,
poth public end private, which it had devoted o examining such situntions. A
central aspect cf its werl had become the methods, procedures and criteria for

handling allepgations of human rights viclations.

2%. There was a groving desire amone Hemboer States to become meabers of the
Commission, and the list of cbservers was groving overy year, while a similar
increasing desire for participation was shown by non-goveramentel organizations
That intercst in the Commission reflected its importance and value: it was the
most appropriate policy organ for securing consistency and co-ordination in the

human rights pregramme.

56. 1In draft resclution II proposed by the Commission on Human Hights, the
Commission requested the Council to authorize e meeting of an cpen-ended working
grovt to cimpletc the work on a draft conventior on torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and recommended that the Council
should request the Secretary-General to transmit to [lember State  Tor their
comments the revised body of principles for the protectiun of all persons under
any [orm of detention or imprisunment so that *the General Assembly could consider

their adoption at its thirty-fifth sessior.

57. Two dreft resolutions on missinrg persons and a proposal for amendmentes had
been submitted to the Commission, but atteupts to reach » colution regarding the
amendmente had been unsuccessful. For that reasca, the Commission had been unable
to take action on a matter over whicl the Genersnl Assembly had expressed deep

concern, particularly in ils resolution 33/173.

58. 1The sessional working proup established te draw un the convention on the rights
cf the child had sdopted several provisicns but hud not completed its work. The

f.o..
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Commizoion hod decided to continue Its woerk on the conventisr at its thirty-sixth
sesuion and to invite the Secretary-Geneoral to consider organizing & seminar on the
rights of the child in the Zipght of internaticnal instruments on “uman rights and

-
their implermentation and progressive developzent.

“%. The Commission had pdopted three articles of the draft declaraticn on the
elizination cf all ferms of intolerance and of diserizination based on religicn
or belie! and had decided to continue the eleboreticn of the remaining articles at

ILE Skl EEEn1OnN.

S

0. It hnd mdopted n reseclution on the rights of persons te;sngiﬂﬁ to naticnel,
#thnic, relipious and linpuistic mincrities Jrescluticn 21 (XXMV)/, in which it
requested Sovernments chich had net ¥t dome soote submit their copments en the
subject Yor consideration by the Commissicon and regucsted tne Sub=-Com—ission on
Prevention of Diserimination and Froteecticn of Mincrities te submit its epinion on

the draft declaration that had been proposed,

€1. The Commiscion had requested the Council w0 consider the text of the draft
declaration on the question of internztional legel protection of the Luman rights
or individuals who were not citizens of the country in which they lived, =ith ¢
view to submitting it to the fereral Assembly /resolution 16 {Xxxv)/.

50. It had pivern close attention to the question of the reelizetion in all
countries cf econemic, cocial and cultural rights end the special problems which
the developing cow..ries faced in their efforts to achieve those human rightc. It
had cxamined the comprehensive study submitted by the Secretary-Genernl on the
international dimensions of the right to development as a human ripght in relation
with other human rights based on interustionel co-operaticn, including the right
to peace, taring into acccunt the reguiresents of +he Uew Inters.ticnal Eccnomic
Order and fundamental husan needs. In rescl-tion 5 (Z¥XV), it had reaffirmed the
Ltiww inalienutle right of all nations to pursuc frecly their ecunomic and social
development and to exercise full and complete sovereignty ever all their natursl
resvurces, and had recognized that it was indispensoble te establish & more
equitnble and just internstional economic order. Onc of the mest izportant
propocals pade by the Commission was that the Freparatory Cozmittee for the Hew
Inter.utional Developoent Strategy should pay due attention toc the integration of
human rights in the development process., The Commission had recommended that &
study should be undertoken on the regional and nntional dimensions of the right to
development as a human right, paying particular attention tc the obstacles
encountered by develuping countries in their efforts to secure the enjoyment of
tnat right. It hoad further recomsended that o seminar should be held in 196G on
the efferts ol the existing unjust internationnl economic order on the economies -f
the developins countries and the obstacle that it represented for the implementation
of human rifnts ond fundamental freedoms.

Lj, In 1ts resolutions on the right of peoples to sell-detercination

/resclutions 2 and 3 iIIIElF'the Ccemission had reuffirmed the inalienable right cf
the peoples of Numibia, Zimbabwe, South Africe and Lhe people of Palestine and of

f...
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all peoples under alien and colonial domination to self-determination, national
independence, territorial integrity, national unity and sovereignty without
external interference and, in particular, the right of the Palestinians to return
to their homes and tc the esteblishrent of a fully independent and sovereign State
in Palestine. It had condezned the practice of using mercenaries agminst national
liberation movements end sovereign States and the poliey of those States vhich,

in disregard of the United Netions resolutions, continued to maintain pelitieal,
eccnomic, military and other relations with the racist régimes in scuthern Africa
and elsevhers. It had relected completely and emphutically the so-called "internal
settlement” in Zigbabwe and had sent e telegram to the Government of Israel calling
upon that Governoent to cease forthwith its systematic torture of Pelestinian
detminees and it repressicn and collective punishment of the Palestinian people.
In its resclution con the viclation of human rights in the occupied Arab territories,
including Pelestine fresclution 1 (XXXV)/, it had condemned a nucber of specific
Isreaeli pclicies and practices.

6L. The Commission had adopted two resolutions on violations of human rights
in southern Africa fresolutions 12 and 13 (X0XV)/ in which it had, inter alia,
strongly condemned the increassed military presence of South Africa in Nazibia. In
draft decisiors 5 end 6, it had made specific recommendaticons on thet subject to the

Councii.

65. With regard to the resoluticn adopted by the Commission regarding the adverse
censequences for the enloyment of human rights of politienl, military, economic

and other forms of assistance given to cclonial and raciust régimes in southern
Africa, he drew attention toc General Assembly resolution 33/23, in which the
Assecbly had decided to consider the questicn ia the light of any recommendations
which the Council, among other bodies, might wish to submit. He suggested that the
Council might wish to consider the menner in which it would prepere its

recommendations.

66. The Commission had elsoc considered the implementation of the International
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and the
ioplezentation of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and

Raciel Discrimination.

67. In private meetings, it had discussed situations appearing to revenl a
consistent pattern of gross violations of human rights. Decisions had been taken
which constituted in sope respects edvences in the case law of the Commission in
that metter. At the beginning of the session, it had decided to invite
representatives of the Stetes concernmed under the provisions of Council

resclution 1503 (XLVIII) to eddress the Commission and answer questions. It had
also decided that recommendations made by its pre-session working group should be
trensmitied as soon as possible to the States parties concerned to facilitate their
participetion in the examination of those situations.

68. It had adopted decisions concerning the situation of human rights in Chile,
Nicarsgus, Equatorial Guinea and Democratic Kampuchea, and decided to send a
telegram to the Government cof Guatemsla roncerning the assassiration of & former
Minister for Foreign Affairs of that country.
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69. The Cozwission had adopted & resoluticn concerning the developzent >f public
informetion activities in the field of human rights (resclution 23 (XXXV)) in which,
inter alie, it had urged Covernments to consider ecticon to give publicity to United
Netions activities in that field and had requested the Secretary-General to take all
appropriate measures further to develop publie infermation sctivities

70. In connexion with the seme itex, it hed adopied s resgl: utien on national
institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights Iresﬁlu+1on 2L IKII?]I,
in whicn it hed endorsed the guidelines on the structure and runcyxanlng of such
national ipctitutions contained in the report on the Sezinar on iletional and Local
Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. It had invited
ilember Stotes where such national instituticons 2id not yet exist to take appropriate
stepz lor their estaeblishzent.

Ti. Heny of tre steps teken by the Commission, for exae=ple the requests for two new
seminars snd twe nev working groups, required new cor additicnel services frorm the
Secretarvint, It was necessary to draw attenticon o the fact that the workload of
the human rights progranme had increased greastly in the past few years as & result
of the increasing demands made by human rights bodies and the entry into force of
the International Covenants on Human Rights. The nuzter of days that human rights
bodies were in session or on missien had increased by zore than SO per cent in the
last three years. The increasing responsibilities of the Division of Human Rights,
hcwever, had not been matched by & correspending increase in resources. Unless

that imbnionce was redressed, it might be impossible to undertake new tasks proposed
by human rights bodies. He drew ettention in that regard to draft resolution III,
paragraph €, of the Commission and said, in conclusicn, that the greatest concern
of the Division was to respond to the calls by United lations bodies in the field
of humen rights for substantive support for their activities and to provids the
highest standard of services possible.

The meetinr rose ot 1.2% o.=.
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