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The meeting was cslled to order at 3.45 p.m.

HUMA RIGHTS QULSTIONS (continued) (B/1978/3%, B/1978/1k and Add.1-6, E/1978/45,
£/1978/21- E/1978/L.23, E/1978/¢.2/L.3, L.b, 1.5, L.6, L.T, L.23)

1. Mr. AZIZ (Afshanistan) said that a judge of the International Court of
Justice had once written that human rights were expressions of moral claims and
that the moral claims of today were often the legal rights of tomorrcw. The
collective conscience of the world had taken centuries to recognize the moral
clairs of the human person as inherent rights. The intereat of the United Mations
from its very inception in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights
and freedoms was in fact an expression of the concern of the internaticnal
comunity to secure those rights. Industrial progress brought a transition from
e minimal code of human rights toc s more elaborats one. But progress should not
cbscure the meaning of those minimal rights, for vo deny them implied that the
vhole world had achicved the same state of development. Development should not
be allowed to become a pretext for despising the simple rights of the people of
less developed societies, such as the right to a decent level of living and the
right to development, Both simple and more elaborate rights were indivisibie
components of a whole. Just as none could be employed a3 an excuse to deny
another, each should be respected in a manner conducive to promoting respect for
the others.

2. Ilia delegation commended the contribution of the Commission on Human Rights
to the cause of promoting observance of human rights. Despite its heavy agenda,
the Commission had achieved noteworthy progress in its work at its thirty-fourth
session and had devoted sttention to all items. However & five-week session
had proved insufficient for thorough consideration of the sgenda ms a vhole,

3. The violation of human rights in the occupied Ared territories and in
southern Africe wvas a grave threat to the current fragile tranquillity in the
Middle East and Africa. One of the saddest socisl phenoBena of modern times was
the persistence of racial discrimination in some parts of the world. Hovhere

wore than in South Africa were racism and domination of human beings on frounds

of race and colour so abject. HRacial discrimination consisted, amonn other
things, of a set of popular beliefs which included the idens that differences
between groups were due to heredity and that nothing could change them, that
hebits, attitudes and behaviour were determined before birth, that all differences
between the dominant and the non-dominent group were examples of inferiority in
the latter, and that if there should be biological crossing of the proups, the
children would be degenerate. Those racist beliefa, although proved erroneous,
continued to be an important cause of racial prejudice. His delegation, like many
others, strongly condemned such policiea based on a superiority complex. Iiis
delegation fully supported the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the
International Conference in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Wamibia and the
decisions of the World Conference for Action agsinst Apartheid., Assistance to

the racist régimes of southern Africa was detrimental to the enjoyment of hu «n
rights by the indigenous population of that region. Although the imposition of

fens



2/19718/C.2/SR.16
English
Page 3

{Mr. Aziz, Afghanistan)

an arms embargo by the Security Council was considered a further positive step
ie United Maions to suppress the policy of apartheid, the effectiveness of
the exbargo wvas being obstructed by the fact that the Vorster régime had become
self-sufficient in producing enough mrms to continue its abhorrent policies of
apartheid. Complete economic sanctions, in addition to the arms embargoe, were
essential if real action has to be taken against racial discrimination.

L. Self-determination was a basic human right and a prerequisite for the exercise
of other human righta. It vas no coincidence that the Charter, the Covenant

and other instruments gave a high place to the right of self-determination; they
did so because the United Tations had iaken upon itself, as Article 73 (b} of

the Charter indicated, the duty "to develop self-government, to take due account

of the political aspirations of the peoples, and to assist them in the progressive
development of free political institutions”. It was sad that the pecples of
Palestine, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe wvere being depied their fundamental
right of self-determination. He hoped that efforts to bring sbout s negotiated
settlement in southern Africa and to establish a just and lasting peace in the
Itiddie East would lead to the enjoyment by the peoples of those regions of their
right to self-detormination. His delegation renewved its pledge of full support

to the cause of the Palestinian people and remained of the opinion that there could
be no just and lasting peace in the Middle East unless the rights of the
Palestinians, ipncluding the right to rcturn to their homeland and to establish a
Falestinian State there, vere ensured, '

5. 'The programme of advisory services played s major role in the dissemination
of inforzmation sbout human rights, Cxpansion of that programme would certsinly
help to promote a better understanding of matters relating to such rights, and
every effort should be made to prevent any reduction in the funds allocated to
that programme. Hia delegation therefore Tully supported the adoption of dreft
resolution I, recommended by the Copmission. It slso supported the proposed
increase in the pembership of the Commission on Human Rights, to refle~* *he
grovth in United Mations membership since 1967 and the interest expressed by
many delegations in participating in the Commission's work.

i, His delegation was not in B position to make any substantive remarks relating
to the draft convention on the rights of the child proposed by the Polish
delegation, but shared its viev that children should be given opportunities and
facilities, by a legally binding instrument, to cnable them to develop physically,
mentally, morally and socially in a henlthy e&nd normal manner and in fresdom and
dignity.

T. liiss CFRAT (Observer for Israel) zaid that her delegation attachrd great
inportance to the item under consideration. Both in the Council and elsevhere,
Israel had alveys insisted on universal respect for human rights, in accordance
with Articles 55 and 55 of the United Mations Charter. The principle of
universelity, which was stressed in the Universal Declaration of Human Hights, vas
fundamental and had to be rigorously applied. In that regard, Israel believed
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some progress hed been made at the thirty-fourth session of the Commission on Human
Rights. Several countries whose human riphts violations had previously avolded
scrutiny hod ocen discussed, although in closed meetings. Perhaps most
significeantly, & resolution had actually been passed in a public meeting concerning
Denocratic lamnuchea,.. That development had been noted with particuler aatisfaction
by her delegation, since Israel had been the firat country to raise the gquestion
of human rights wviolations in Democratic Kampuchea before the United Nations. Her
delegation hoped that both the Commission and the Council would continue to move
towvards ever-increasing universality, so that violations ¢© human rights would be
niven the post rigorous scrutiny whenev:r and wherever they ocgurred.

8. Her delegaticn velcomed other promosals and suggestions to improve the human
rights machinery, but felt that they were only the first steps towards further
develomment. Huch remeined %0 be done. One subject of apecial ipportance to her
delegetion and vhich was awaiting consideration by the Copmission was the status of
Jewrs in Syria and in the Soviet Union. In both countries, gress viclations of
humen rights as defined by the Universal Decleration occurred dedly with respect
to the Jewish communities. By preventing Jews from emigrating, Syria was in
violation of article 13 (2) of the Universal Declaration. The plight of Jews in
the Soviet Union was well }nown. Her delegation had made repeated public appeals
in the Council to the Soviet Union to allow the Jews living there to establish
thermselvas as free pecple living in dignity in a country of their own free choice.
Despite rll those eppeals, there had been 1o move by the Soviet Government. Her
delegation therefore repeated its appesl that those who 50 wished be allowed to
be united with their families.

o, lith regard to the Middle East, the Commission on Human Rights had once again
concocted & resolution vhich was a veritable tisaue of lies and distortion. She
vould not enter into a detsiled refutation of that calumny, bDecause her delegation
had done 5o in the past and because the truth could be ascertained by any impartial
visitor to the arca.

10. If delegates such as the representative of Irag chose to take stands against
Israel, they should be aware that many delemations present wvere pointedly familior
wtith 8 recent report by Amnesty Interneticnal and the International Leesgue for the
Rights of Maon which rresented shocking evidence of the executionsa, torture, ill-
treatment, mass deportations, end detention in concentration camps to which Irag's
Kurdish nopulation was subjected. That evidence was abundantly available in
official United Hations documents, such as those of the Sub=Committee on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, and required no further elaoboration.

11. lir. BELYAEV {Observer for the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that
his country attached great Iimportance to international co-operation in the

promotion of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and had signed and
ratified the most inportant international instruments on the sublect. In fact, its
internal legislaticn, and especially its pew Constitution, guaranteed even more
extensive rights than did those instruments,




E/1978/C.2/SR.16
m&l iﬂ n..'n
Page 5

(Mr. Belyaev, Cbserver,
Byelorussian SSR)

12. The effectiveness of efforts to ensure human rights and freedoms depznded on
how consistently United Nations Members themselves worked for fuller compliance
vith the obligations laid down in the Charter, and the extent to which their
domestic and foreipn policies matched those obligations. Time had shown that
international co-operation in human rightz questions could be effective only vhen
conducted in the context of dftente snd served to promote trust between States
end peoples.

13. 7The Economic and Social Council and the Cozmiscion on Human Rights hed mace a
useful contribution to the elaboration of measures to eliminate viclations of human
rights which continued to recur in connexion with the policy and practice of
colonialism, racism, apartheid, sggression, foreign cccupation and oppression, and
the Commission had urged all States which had not yet dore sc to ratify the
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crim: of Apartheid, so as %0
make it an even more effective international instrument in the struggle to
eradicate that particular evil, Among the most inportent actions of the Commission
vas the recommendation contained in draft decision 3, parsgraph (b). The struggle
against the continuing policy and practice of racism and apertheid must be given
priority attention in United Nations work on human yights,

14, The Commission had also rightly condemned the méss violations of human rights
which continued to teke place in the Israeli-occupied Arab territories end in
Chile, and his country supported the specific demmnds contained in the Commission's
decisions relating to those areas and to southern Africa. The human ripghts
situntion in the Middle East, in particular, had been further aggravated by Israel's
recent armed aggression against Lebenon, which was tantamnunt to a policy of
genocide  In Chile, no amount of propegande could deceive world publie opinion
regarding the Junta's continuing policy of brutal repression and its ccntemptuous
treatment of the United Nations and its representatives, The more insistent and
energetic the efforts of the internetional gcommunity to put an end to repression
and persecution in Chile and to restore the human rights of the Chilean peoble,

the socner that noble goal would be achieved.

15. Human rights could be secured only within the context of international peace
and security, end the Commission had thercfore quite rightly condemned the attempts
by certain States to abuse science and technology in order to create new and
deadlier means of mass destruction, such es the neutron bomb, which must be
condemned as a threat to the most basic human right, the right to live in peace
and security. The United States, the country planning to manufacture that bomb,
vas the very country that had pursued a policy of genocide against its own Indiun
populnaticon and against its own Tighters for ecivil rights,

16, Among the wost important decisions taken by the Commission, which his country
supported, he wished to single out resolution 2 {XXXIV), 3 (XXXIV}, T (XXXIV) and
26 {XXXIv}, Mot mll questions taken tp by the Commission vere of equal importance,
however, and his dzlegation hoped thot the Commission's consideration of its
programme and metheds of worl would increase its effectiveness in performing its
tasks, The Commission should concentrate on formulating mecasures for increasing
the effectiveness of existing United Nations organs rather then creating srtificial

l‘:i#"
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nc; ones, and it should be guided in that connexion by General Ass-mbly resolution
32/130,

17. Turning to the financial implications of the resolutions and decisions adopted
by the Commission at its ibirty-fourth session, he aaid that the table in momex 3
of the Commission's report (L/1978/3%) had, to say the least, surprised his
delegation, which, on reading draft resolution I concerning advisory services in

the field of hman rights, had been sadly disappointed by its ambitious wvording and
financial implications. His delegation reslized that a heavy programe of work

had prevented the Commission from paying proper attention to the prodlem, but felt
that the implementetion of basically good decisions abould not be jeopardized
because those decisions bed been taken without regard for certain policy decisions
of the Council and the Genersal Assembly and even conflicted with them. He drew
atteation in that coonexion to the comments and recommendations in paragraphs 2k to
26 of the report of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordinetion on the work of

its seventeenth session {A/32/38). In the light of those recoomendations, the
General Assembly bad approved the .allocation of $7,577,700 for the human rightas
prograzme for the biennium, or approximately $3,780,000 for 1978. And new a
further recuest wvas being made for the sum of 5715,275, for 1978 mlone, representing
an increase of 19 per cent over the General Assembly's allocation. (lis delegaticn
felt there hed been an unfortunate misunderstanding and some dengerous improvisation
on the pert of those who had prepared the data. It hoped thet the competent bodies
wvould make the pecessary arithmeticel corrections,

18, Porsgraphs 1 to 3 of General Assembly resolution 32/206 clearly showed that
the recommendation contained in operstive paragraph 1 of draft yesolution I of the
Commission was vrong and unjustified. The same was true of draft resolution VI.
The implications of the recommendationz had to be examinea in terms of the
priorities for the period 1978-1979, end his delegation therefore hoped that the
necessary emendments would be made to the Commission's draft resolutions,

19. Mr. LEPRETTE (France) said that his delegstion had taken part in the thirty-
fourth session of the Commission on Human Rights, wvhose wvork had been & mixture of
encouraging and disturbing elements. The quality of the work of the session had
been generally sotisfactory, polemics had been limited, ond the Commission had
endeavoured to pinpoint the problems, to avoid digression and to proceed
methodically, The outcome of the session showed that, as his delegetion had
ardently wished, the Commissiun had somewhat enlurged its horizons, He regretted
the major contradiction in the work of the Commission betueen the universality of
the human rights principles it upheld and the selectivity it practised in applying
them., In buman rights matters it wos necessary to avoid a double standard., The
Commission should not limit itself to a few recurrcnt ceses, vhich, although
particularly serious, did not justify neglecting other acute cases. The thirty-
fourth cession of the Commissicn had made some headway in that regard. Under the
p-ocedure established by Council resolution 1503 (ALVIII) the Commission had
considered a number of slleged viclations by some 10 countries, which were menticned
in paragraph 208 of the Commission's report (L/1978/34), Other situationa had been
considered in open meetings., His delegs fon welcomed the fact that, for the first
time, an effective and honest, albeit limited, application had been made of a

.
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procedure providing well-defined rules for inquiry, with guarantees of discretion,
cbjectivity and impartiality for all parties,

20, He noted that the Commission had further endeavoured to expand its horizons
in the ares of legal reflection and core thorough consideration of the principles
on which its vork ves based, Thus, under item 9 of its agenda, it had endeavoured
to define the right of self-determination more clesrly. Hia delegation deemed
that right to be directly linked to the concept of popular scvereignty end
democratic legitimucy, which obviously presupposed a free and individual vote,
enabling each citizen to exercise his self-determinaticn. Each perason's right of
information, associmtion, expression, participstion and sclf-determination was the
foundation; the self-determination of peoples was a superstructure. He wisbed to
emphasize, as had the French delegation to the Commission, that all bhuman rights
vere in fact different aspects of a single principle: the right of each citizen
to self-determination. Violations of human rights always revesled some form of
contempt for the self-determination of the individual. Torture; inhumen, cruel
or degrading treatment; abuses of science and tecknology; the position of
conscientious objectors; intolerance; discrimination based on religion or belief:
the common denominator in all of those problems was the refusal to recopgnize the
rights of others to decide their own fate on the basis of fully equal opportunities,
Thua, it was slways the right of self-determination vhich was in some sense
sericusly infringed. He warned ggeinst the restrictive interpretation that the
right of self-determination applied only to the birth of a natisn; it applied
throughout the life of the individual and each pecple. For hia delegation, vhen
the Council approached such questions as the status and role of non-governmental
organizations, aspects of the co-operative movement, or the exercise of trade
union freedoms in the framework of the implementation of the Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Righta, what was fundementally at stake in each cose was the
individual's right to self-determination. Under a liberal, pluralistic system of
alternating majorities, self-determination was o continuous process. A few weeks
previously, his country had once agein demonstrated its faich in the exercise of
self-determination by enabling each citizen to choose freely his institutions and
his future,

21, The same principle goverped his country's foreign policy, Thus, the French
representative on the Commission on Human Rights had stressed that the sole bauis
for the solution for the problem of southern Africa should be the democratic
principle of "one man, one vote", That voluntarist philosophy, under which nmen,
like States, were bound only by what they had freely accepted, was an instrument
of concord end good faith; it was, in any event, the best guarantee sgainst
totalitarian temptations.

22, Another respect in which the Commission had avoided improvisation and polemics
wvas the far-reaching exchanges of views vhich had taken place in plenary meetings
and in the working group with a view to secking means to encourage and develop
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the question of the
progroome and methods of work of the Ccrnission. In order to discharge its mandate

f‘-ii
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under General Assembly resolution 32/130, the Commission had considered such means
as restructuring the Commission, incressing the mmber and duration of its seasiong,
changing its status and improving its bulget allocaticns.

23. The Commission hed discussed the role of the proposed High Commissioner for
Human Rights and the advisability of creating such a post. It had given renewved
impetus to the idea of creating, vhere they did pot yet exist, regional and
national commissions for the promotion of hirsn rights. Ao interesting discussion
had taken place on the prohlem of procedurea to consider alleged human righta
violeticos, and especially concerning the existence in the Commission of both public
and confidentiel procedures.

2L, On another aspect of the Commission's work, his delegation attached the
greatest importance to ensuring recognition of the right of each person effectively
to eppesl to the competent pational muthorities against acts vioclating his
fundamental rights,

25. Discussions in the Commission had stressed the @difficulty of reconciling two
contradictory principles governing its pelations batween Member States within the
United Nutions: on the one hand, intervention by the international community
pursuant to conventional rulee or Charter proviaions; on the other hand,
pon-interfereace and respect for the sovereignty of States,

26, His delepation found cause for satisfaction end hope in the fact thot the
Commission'"s debate had been constructive and responsible, but vas concerned that,
of the many questions broached, very few had been resolved. Perhaps thosze questions
vere not ripe for solution and it was wise to allow further time for reflection.
Hovever, hig delegetion had some misgivings in noting that the Commission had
instructed working groups, which would have very little time, to resolve, before

its pert session, rajor guestions which it hnd been unable to resolwve in a five-
weel, session. However, his country would endeavour to contribute to that werk,

27. Vith regard to the Middle East, his delegation had expresscd concern at the
acts committed in that region. The question hasd taken a new turn with the events
in southern Lebanon. His country participated in the interim force and thus
supported United Nations efforts to help restore the authority of the Lebanese
Government over its territory. Franze had repeatedly capronged the importance it
attached to strict observation of the Geneve Conventions. It was opposed in
principle to the acquisition of territory by war, It deplored the lpss of innocent
lives mmong tbe nep-combatant population and fawoured r negotiated over-sll
settlement among all the parties based on the relevant United Nationa resolutions,

28. With regard to southern Africa, his country was taking part in negotiations
aimed at finding e peaceful solution to the grave problems of the region. His
delegation had always expressed its unqualified condemnation of apartheid, which
was an institutionelized form of racism, and had dencunced it as injurious to
human dignity. llis delegation at Geneve had stressed that the basis for any
solution had to include the principle of democratic self-determination, "one man,
one vote",

.l"l'tl'
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29. With rogard to Chile, the French Government hed always sssociated itself with
the decp concern expressed by vorld opinion and declored the slovnesa with vhich
the return to s normal situation vas taking plece. It was true that simns of
improvement had been noted, especially the adoption of annesty measures and a
modification of the state of sicge. It wans nocessary to escape from the current
impasses created by the refusal of Chile to admit the Ad Hoe Yorking Group
established by the Coomission. His delepation appenled for efforts to overcome
the current difficulties. The time had cone to reconsider inflexible positions
of principle and overcome personnl considerations, Legitimate thourh they might
be, in the interests of the victima.

30. During recent years, three broad movements had gained prominence: the
rejection of digerim’ ation; the rejection of subJuzsticn; and the aspiration to
socin) Justice. With regard to the first, vhich held pride of place in the
report of the Commission and in the work of the current session of the Couneil,
action against Aiscrimination had proceeded ta the stage of implementing the
International Convention on the Elirination of All Forms of Recial Discrimination.
Two years previously, attention had been focused on elipirating discrimination
againast physically snd mentally handicanped persons. Consideration had also been
given to the case of the elderly. The Council had dealt with a Draft Convention
on the Climination of Discrimination against Women. The Commission had taken un
the draft general principles on equality and non-discrininaticn in respret of
persons born out of wedlock and a body of principles concerning t. ~ treatment of
persons under any form of detention or impriscnment.

31. The rejection of subjugation included o revolt, first of all, against physical
subjection, with the rojJection of slavery and its insidicus forms of oliepation,
such as proctitution or drug eddiction, not to mention the exploitation of workers
by illicit or clandestine trafficking. FRelection of noliticel alienation,
especinlly nll foreirn domination, flso included rejection of ideclogical
conditioning and all technigues and structures whicsh deprived citizens of penuine
rarticipation. The revolt ngainst subjlection nlso involved relection of vialence
done to the nind ond of mentel conditioning and the condemnation of torture,
includipnn such subtle foyms as "brainwashins” and "re-educetion camps” and, more
renerally, all eruel, inhuman or demrading treatment. The Internationsal Covenants
on Human Rights had olso embodierd the rejection of econcmic servitude by
formulating the risht of peoples frrely to toke full edvantace of their weelth

and naturael resourcei.

32, With reperd to aspirations to social justice, n new phase hed mnade it possible
to place on an equal footing with civil end political ripghts the economic and
socinl rirhts which aimed at satisfying the basic neceds of the individual and at
securing for him a level of living which, ~oine beyond sinple subsistence,
satisfied his mapirations to security, health and education. The stendard-setting
werk of the Council had grown stronger and its commissions were endeavouring to
embody universal aspirations in intemational instruments. There vas s naranllel
tendency to hold rajor world conflerendeés every y=ar, &.7., on women's rights,

on spartheid, on racism. As the principal organ of the United Nations in the
economic, social and humaniterisn sphere, the Council was the most approprimte
body to deal with those two types of netivity,

/..
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33. At a time vhen the Council vas considering the possibility of holdins epecial
seasions devoted to specific topics, his delegation wished to stress the specific
character of the vork of the Commission on Human Rights, the most prominent of the
Couneil's commissions, vhich was the sole forum vhere those vhoas human digmity
and fundamental freedoms had been Infringed could voice their complaints in
accordance with well-defined procedures. On the ocecasicn of the thirtieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, his delegaticn wished
to pay tribute to the Commission on Human Rights which, in the course of three
decades, hed contributed to promoting the principles and ensuring respect for the
rights exbodied in thet Declaration.

34, Ua, AUANG Kuo (China) recalled that, st its latest session, the Commission on
Human Rights hed sdopted positive resolutions on the guestions of the basic rights
of Arabs and Pulestiniens in the Israeli-occupied territariea, nationel
independsnce and the lideration of peoples in southern Africe and other regions
under colonial rule and foreign dormination, and recism, racial discrimination and

apartheid.

35. Turning to the report of the Commission (E/19T8/3L), she said that

paragraph 213 was not in keeping with the facts., When an imperislist war of
areression was going on in Kampuchea and thousands of Cambodians were being
passacred and the economy wes being destroyed, no one had said anything ebout
humsn rights. IHov, hovever, just as the people were building an independent,
reaceful and neutral fatherland, certain persons had chosen to raise the so-called
wman rights question even though they wvere not qualified to do s0. Her delegation
could accept neither the premises of decision 9 (JOOXIV) of the Cormission nor its
subatance, The United States representative in his statement at the 15th meeting
bed mgain wnreasonably vilified Democratic Kempuchesa, going so far as to state that
it violated human rights. It had been the United States imperiaiists who had
savagely messecred the Cambodian pecple; they were the ones vho should be condemned.

36, Mra. FLOREZ PRIDA (Cube}, speaking in exercise of the ripht of reply, said
thet the United States representative in mentioning Cuba in his statement at the
nrevicus meeting had done so vithout knowing the facts. Cuba had atated, at the
thirty-fourth session of the Commisaion, that it had no political prisoners snd
that no one was imprisoned for his political beliefs but only for his
counter-revolutionary activities. Since the 1959 revolution, the United States
had enccuraged, protected end fipanced armed operations against Cuba, been involved
in plans to assassinate Cuban leaders and had irposed an economic blockade against
that country. Finally, she recalled that there were political prisoners in the
United States, Puerto Ricenz vho hed been Jailed for having fought for their
independence. The United States rerresentative had found it convenient not to
mention that fact.

37. Mr. HUSSEIr {Irag), speaking in exercisc of the risht of reply, said that the
Zionist representative had insulted the Arab countries by mentioning facts born of
her owm imagination. Israsl's invasion of Lebanon had caused thousands of

casualties and untold destruction, end the Israeli representative tried o divert
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attention from established facts, The Arab pecple had & cause for which it would
coptinue to live and die, If the present generation was upable to cope with
Israeli nggression, the victory of the Palestinian people would be left to a future
generation.

38, 1r. FIGUEROA (Argentina), speaking in exercise of the right of revly, said
that Tt was interesting to note that all the referentes to human rights situations
made by the United States representative related to developing couptries in Latin
America, Africa and Asia, That clearly showed the selectivity of bis judgement.
Arcentina had thoroughly investipated the allegations it had received under the
nrocedures outlined in Economic and Sociml Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII} and its
ansver had been considered by the Sub-Commizsion oo Prevention of Piscriminaticn
end Protection of Minorities. The situation i his country aad improved gradunlly,
particularly in recent nonths. Accordinglv, he did not understand why the United
Stotes representative had seid vhat he had, His Government remained firmly
convinced of the need for intemmational co-operation on humen rights pursuant to
the Charter and was ready to support internatioral efforta to that end. It would
not accept political pressure from countries that, no metter what they said,
apnlied a double standard, apportioning criticizm end praise on the basis of their
political, domestic and stratepic interests.

39. HMr. AL-HUSSA'Y (Syrian Areb Republic), speakine in exercise of the right of
reply, said that the Istaeli representative hod chogsen to sneak of Kempuchea and
the Jewish ropulation of Syria while conveniently ignorinm the report of the
Cormiesion on Human Ripghts and particular]y resolution 1 {XXXIV} concerning
Israel's violations of human rights in the occupied Arab territories. As for the
Jews in Syria, they were citizens and vere treated as such. As te respect for
their ripht to return to their country, the fact wes that they were Syrians and
hodl ne other country.

4o, Mr. EDIS {United Kingdom)} seid that his delegetion had ipitiated

decicion 9 [XXXIV) because of the general concern of British pudblic opinion at the
horrifyinz reports of human rishts wiolations there. The decision did not prejudpe
that situation but merely called for comments.

41. Ilia. MATTESOH (United States of America), replying to the representatives of
Cuba and Argentine, rccalled that the United States representative at the previcus
meeting had only listed cases on record as having been brousht before the
Commission on Humar Rights. 1In ieply to the representative of Cuba, she said that
ner delegation had mlresdy replied to the arguments concerning Puerto Rico, which
hed been repeated over a period of 10 years. Her delegation reserved its right to

reply at a later date to the siotement of the representative of China.

L2. Mr. WORKU (Observer for Ethiopia) seid that the United States representative
at the previous meeting had presumed to accuse his country of violating humen
rights which the United States dfd not respect. His country was undergoing
fundamental and basic changes in its life vrecisely in order to peke human righte
available to the majority of its wecple. It was ironic that vhen thousands of
Ethiopiens were dying of hunger, the United States had uttered no vord about the

I
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denial of the wost basic human right, the right to live. It only expressed concemn
viien his country ves trying to correct that situation. Ve could not agrec that a
cituatien in vhich 1 per cent of the population exploited the other 99 per cent

vas consistent with the observence of human rights.

h3a, Tha CHATRHAN pointed out that five draft rcsolutions had been submitted during
the discuszsion of the item.

Ly, itr, HERCL {(Federal PRepublic of Germany)}, introducing draft resolution
2/19787C.2/L.3, said that {ts purpose was to avoid duplication in the reportine
system. It sirply extended the exemption en)oyed by Statea Partiesa to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to States Parties
to the Internationel Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

L5, 'r. AYEAI (Hiperia), introducing draft resolution Ef1973/C.2/L.4, on behalf of
the delercotions of Egypt and Sudan as well as his own, drew attention to
naregranhs 2 and 3. He recommended that it should be sdopted by consensus.

L&, 1. ANDALLAH (Tunisia) said that his delegntion wished to Jein the svonsors of
draft resolutions E/1978/C.2/L.Y and L.5.

L7. k. KPOTSPA (Topo) said that his delegation wished to Joint the sponsors of
Araft rasolution L/1978/C.2/L.L.

Lf, jtr. HABYARI"WAHA (Rwanda; said that his dele~ation wished to join the sponsors
of draft resolution E/197C8/C.2/L.5.

k3. Mrs., SEIICHI (Algerin), introducing draft resolution E/1978/C.2/L.5 on behalf
of the delezations of Colombia, the Dominicen Republic, Italy, Jamaica, Hexico,
Pomaniz, Rweanda, Tunisia and Yugoslavia, as well as her ovn, said that the question
of minrant vorkers was of concern to many countries, particulerly the countries of
origin. Although some efforts had been made to puarsntee certain rights to migrant
wurders, those neacurss were inadequate.

59, Recallins that the General Assembly, in resolution 32/120, hed recopnized
tiie need for in-depth consideration of the guestion of migrent workers by .arious
todics, she seid that the r—-nsors believed that in order to undertake that study

there nust be a consolida ~ort on the subject, She drew attention to
pararravhs 2 and 3 of the « =olution. In the second line of paragraph 3
after the vords "at Geneva" . "for not more than one week™ should be added.
Paragrach Ui stressed the co-o ving role of the Economic and Social Council.

Finally, she expres=ed the nops chat the draft resolution would be adopted
unanipously.

51. i{r. FIGUCROA {Arfentinn]. introducing draft resolution E/1978/C.2/L.6 on
behalT ol the delegations of Bangladesh, the Central Africen Empire mnd the
Philiopines aa well as his owm, said that the interest of Member States in
perticipating in the vork of the Commission on Humen Rights had been demonatrated
by fhe fact that the number of candidates exceeded the number of vacancies on the

fovs
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Cormmission. Membership in the Commisajon was especimlly important to the
developing countries as the Cormission et its next seasion vould undertake a

task that would project into thie future. Small delepations were not sble to
participate in all the working groups and that led to an unequal representation
of the regional groups in the discussion, It would Le verv helpful if tre Council
could ease matters by deciding on the question of enlargement without delmy. Tre
figure suggested, nemely 43 seats, would represent an increase of 11, vhich was
the same mumber by which the Cormission had been enlarged previcusly; hovewer,

the sponsors were flexible as to the precise number. Obviously, the Commissior
could not have more members than the Council, of vhich it vas a subsidiary orgen.
He pointed out that the regional groups hed not yet agreed on how the scats should

be allocated smong them,

52. Although the sponsors reslized the Council was denling with the guestion of
the restructuring of the economic mnd social sectors of the United Fations svstem,
consultations had demonstrated that the Commission was perhaps the orly body vhose
elimination had not been conaidered. As all resolutions of the Council at that
session were being adonted subject to the proviso that they did not nrejudice the
recommendations concerning restructuring, the sponsors hed no objections to
accepting that proviso, although it was their understanding that they would be
serving the restructuring exercise by helping to ratiocnalize r subsidiary orgen
without changing its place in the United Mationa system. Finally, he drev
attention to naragraph 2, according to which elections to the nev vacancies

that would be created would be in accordance vith the nrinciple of equitable
pneographical distribution. It was essertial that the Commission should reflect
the composition of the United Nations es a whole,

53. Ms. MARTINEZ (Jemaica), introducing draft resolutien E/19T78/C.2/L.T on behalfl
of the delepations of Italy and Sweden as well as her own, said that the

propesals it contained were merely proccdursl. lloreover, they nppeared to have
wide support. Her delegation would be pleased if it could be adopted by consensus.

54, The CHAIRMAT recalled that the deedline for submission of draft resolutions
under agenda item 11 had passed the previocus day. However, one delegation
informed him that it wished to subnit a draft resolution on that iten., If the
Cormittee agreed, he could mccede to that request, and if he heard no objection
he would take it that the Committee did in fact erree.

55. It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 5.50 p.m.




