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Tribute to the memory of Mr. Mahmoud Asmli

1. The CHAIRMAN paid a tribute to the late Mr,
Mahmowd Armi, who had been 2 Permanent Rep-
resentative of Egvpt 10 the United Nations. Mr. Az
had played a great part in the work of the United Na-
tions and had devoted his Lic to the promotion of hu-
man rights. He had been an active member of Lhe
Commission on Human Rights and its Chairman since
April 1953, He had worked on the Sub-Commis-ion
on Freedom of Informaticn and of the Press and had
been its Chairman, His sudden death on 3 November
1954 had been a preat loss to the United Nations. On
Behall of the Third Committee he wished 10 express the
derpest sympathy with Mr. Ammi's family and the
Egyptian delegation. He called upon the Commilize 10
stani wnd obssrve a minute's silence.

The Commilier observed a minule's plence in mem-
ery of Mr. Mahmoud Asmi,
2. Mrs. ELLIOT (United Kingdom) said that Mr,
Axmi’s name was particularly associated with the cause
of human rights, and, especially, with his chairman-
thip of the Commission en Human Rights for the past
two vears, during its work on the draft covenants. These
familiar with kis work as Chairman knew how much
the work on the covenants owed to his skill, modera-
tion and pood will. The koss to the international com-
munity was lo hbe mourned, but eomfornt coub] be de-
rived [rom Lhe solid achievement for which Mr. Azmi
had ween responsible.
3. Mr. HDOD (Australia) said that Mr. Azmi had
always displayed warm humanity and sincerity and had
always thown consideration for the opinicn of others
It was sad that Mr, Azmi would not be with the Com-
mittee 1o see the [ruition of the hbours he had di-
rected so well, He had received that moming a cable
from the Australian representative on the Human
Riphts Commission, Mr. F. E Whitlan, I-.'I-ll:u::lg that
his mame be associated with the Australian delega-
lion's expression of condolence.
4. Miss DBERXARDINO (Dominican Republic)
thuught that the sudden death of Mr, Azmi had removed
ore of the staunchest bulwarks of human righis in the
twentieth century, His integrity, his convictions and his
E'nfmnd knowledge of the problems of concern 1o the

nited Nations combined to make him irreplaceable,
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5. Mr. RODRIGUEZ FABREGAT (Uruguay) felt
it was s that the debate in the Third Committer,
which had been opened by Mr. Armi, would have to
‘continue without his physical presence ; but only with-
lout his physical presence, for his spirit of good will,

* comprehension and sincerity would remizin to guide the

Committee until it found a final expression for the
protection of human rights.

6. Mr. FOMIN (Uninn of Soviet Socialist Hepublica)
said that the USSR delepztion wished to offer its mwsd
sincere condolences to Mr. Azmi's family and to the
Egyptian delegation. Mr, Azmi had been one of thoee
finternational lities who had displayed states-
manship in various fiehds. As Chairman of the Commis-
sion on Human Rights, Mr. Azmi had been largely
Tos ible for the fact that it had fulfilled ita task, and

st an oxample of impaniality and back of hias,
7. Mr. TUNCEL (Turkey) said that Mr. Azmi had
been in the forefront of all the work on human rights,
Irecdom of information and the sell-determination of
woples and natione, His ardoar had been equalled by
Liu. prudence; he had been a moderate aml wise revelu-
tionary. He had always taken the vicws of his o
ponents into account and had done his Leat 1o convert
them 1o his own wiews, Accordingly, he had enjoyed
the respect of all

B, Princess SULTAN (Pakistan) said that her dele-
gation, a3 fellow Moslems, had been deeply shocked by
Mr, Armi's death. The delegation and she herself feh
that they had sustained a personal Inas, She wished to
express her delegation’s sincerest condolences anid to
associate it with the tributes paid to Mr, Azmi by pre-
vious speakers and the Chairman,

9, Mrs. TSALDARIS (Greece) decply regretied the
fact that Mr, Armi had died at a time when the dralt
covenmants were before the Committee. [lis contrita-
tion to that work would have lwen invaluable,

10. Mr. KOS (Yugoslavia) stressed that Mr, Azmi
had had the ability 1o compromise without losing sight
of the main objective. He had been a fighter in just
causes, Yuposlavia hal Jost a preat frienad; through
collaboration such as Mr. Kos had enjoyed with Mr,
Armi in the United Nations, Governmenis and
peoples reached belter mutual understanding.

11. Mr. DUNLOP (New Zealand) said tlutr M.
Azmi's exceptional perwmality, kindliness, understamd-
ing and sense ol humour had been an essential part of
the aimosphere of the Commitlee. Contact with him
had been an education in itzelf, not omly in manters ol
substance but also in diplomacy.

12, Mr. MATTHEW (India) lelieved that Mr.
Armi's nanie would have 3 maost honoured place in the
hivtory of human rights. His memory would be wn
inspiration tn present and futare United Nations repe
resentatives.
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1, Mr GONZALES (Ihilippines) =aid that Mr,
Azmi's intelligence amd untiring patience had enabled
the Commission on Human Kights to cbloerate the two
drall covenants om human rights, The best tribute that
the Committee could pay ta him wiotkl be 1o express its
dletermination tn reach an carly and satisfactory agree-
ment on the dralt covenants.

14. AMr. JUVIGNY (France) eonsidered Mr. Axma
‘wsth 3 resolute warrior and a man of intellectual and
moral integrity. In him the United Nations had lost
not oaly a man of the highest qualities hat a friend,
15. Mre. CISELET (Delgium) u:llu‘hlirnlctlli bel-
gian delegation with the tribute paid by irman
and nnﬁnuth:r r tatives. The Cummiision on
Human Hights would pariicalarly mourn its loss,
16, Mr. COATON (Union of Sowh Alrica) said
that even the relatively short time he hml in
the Third Committee had been sufficient to him
to appreciate the high qualities and the sincenity of pur-
pose that radiated from Mr. Azmi.
17. Mr. MEXESES PALLARES (Feouador)
thought that Alr. Azmi‘s chairmanship of the Com-
migsson om Human Hights had marked one of the
Commission's most fruitfol sessions. The Lest tribute
that could be paid to him would be 1o continoe his
work in the Committes,
18, Mrs. KRUTIKOVA (Ukrinmin Soviet Socialisr
Hrpublic) said that on Lehall of her country she wished
to express her decp regret at Mr. Azmi’s wntimely
death. He had been an cutstanding worker in social
afTairs, especially with regard to human rights.
1. Mr. PAZHWAK (Afghanistan) helieved that
Mr. Armi had belonged not omly o Epvpt and 1o the
Aral world, but 1o the whole United Nations, The best
tribule that cnukd be paid 1o his memory would be 1o
follow the principles {or which he hal liwed
2, Mr GALVEZ (Arpentina) wished to associate
Tiasgl with the expressions of regret and synpathy
alreasly muwle and 1o pay a trilate o M. Azmni's ex-
traordinary qualities.
2. Mes. MARZUKIL (Indonesia) said thay Mr, Agmi
lad alwayvs been known as a preat champion of hu-
man rights=. The Indonesian delegation had always sup-
guertel il principles he had 1resl 1o furher,
22 Mra. HARMAN (lsracl) wished 1o add her voice
b ihe tributes which bl been paid. Mr. Armi's une
timely passing had been 2 great boss to the Commitlee,
She harl leen privileged to praise lis work as Chairman
of the Cinnmission on Human Rights in the warmest
terms carlier in the week, Her delegation appreciated
him as an opponent whose sense of fair play and in-
tegrity they had always respectol.
20 AMr ALTMAXN (Poland) wished to express his
cumlolences 1o AMr, Armi’s family and to the Egpyptian
slelepation vt the passing of Mr, Azmi, which had been
a serious ang painful loss for the United Natons, the
;I{‘hird Cormitter and the Commission en Human
igliis,
24, Mr. XUSEZ (Costa Rica) thought that, al-
though 3lr, Armi was no longer present physically,
his spirit lived, not enly in the normal sense of im-
ity but abso in the of the United
¥ations, especially in the Third Committee, which so
well knew his learning. prophetic vision and apostolic
dedication. The Commiliee onuld most effectively ex-

wess its tribule by uniting to complete his work ca
letm righta .
25 AMr. FAROUHAR (Iran) said that Mr, Azmi
wouhl be present in spirit at the completion of his task
% Alr. MENDOZA FLEURY (Vencroela) wished
1o zssnciate himaeell with the unanimous sympathy ex-
presse] by the Commitiee to Mr. Azmi's family and to
the Epyptian Government and people.
77, Mr. LUCIO ¢ Mexico) said that unfortenately be
bl mest had much direst contact with Mr, Azmi, but his
brilliant introduction of the dralt covenants had in-
dicates] great gqualities and an impressive personality.
Thie last triliote that coubd be jaid to his memory would
be to put the draft covenants on human rights intu
practice. )
2%, Mrs. OUAN (Gumatemala) believed that in brng-
ing the work on the draft covenants fo a successful
conchision, the Commitice would remember Mr, Azmi's
words,
2. Misa AGUILAR (TPeru) associated her delega-
tion with the condolences expreaacd by previous speak-
ers. Mr., Armi hal been a spiritual father who had
worked wntiringly for better understanding among the
pecqdes,
3. Mr. PEREZ DE ARCE (Chile) ex his
delegztion’s to the Egyptian rrment
and prople. He had known 3r. Azmi as 3 man of great
sincerily and goudness.
3. Mrs, MONTGOMERY (Canada) said that,
despite her shert association with Me Azmi in the
Third Committee, she houl learned to hold him in high
regar as a great persenality and a champion of human
rights.
12 U DA HTAY (Burma) recalled that the Burmese
delegation had served on the Commission on Human
Rights under Mr, Azmi's chairmamship and had had
an opportunity of apprecating his capability and hia
great contribution 1o the work ol the United Nations,
His death was a great loss nut only to the United Na-
tions, but te all mankind,
33, Mr. SEVILLA SACASA (Nicaragua) felt that
Mr. Azmi had honoured the members of the Commattee
with Lis [riendship, while his work in the United Na-
tians had Jone honour to his Government.
3. Mr BHEAUFORT (Netherlamls) said that he
himeell had had cocasion 1o refer to Mr., Armi as the
greatest expert on human rights, Mr. Armi's greatness,
however, had lain not so much in has expert knowledpe
as in his personality, convictions, sincerity and wisdom,
35 Mr. RETTEL {Luxembourg) associated himsell
with previous speakers in expressing his delegation's
condolences o the people, delegation and Government
of Egypt.
35, Mr. KING (Liberia) felt that, as a relative new-
comer to the Cr=mittee he had been in a position par-
ticularly lo appreciate Mr. Azmu's willi o im-
rt knowledge and his modesty, politencss and affa-
ility. Omn behall of the Liberian delegation, he wished
to pay a high tribute 1o a great fellow African,

37, Mrs. US (Byclorussian Soviet Sccialist Re-
public) expressed her delegation’s condolences to the

jan delepation on the loss of its Chairman, In
view of Mr. Armi's devolion to the cause of haman
rights, the Committee’s best iribute 1o his CTROry
would be to bring to a suecessful conclusion its work
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on the covenants, the implementation of which he haid
so fervently desired,

JR Miss MARAS (Cula) said that the Cuban dele-
gation would always retain vivid memorics of Mr.
Azmi’s brilliant personality, his valuable work and his
dedication to the cause n:!’lhum-m rights,

o Ate Addimou TESEMMA (Fihimsaa) said thal
Mr. Azmi's tragic death had been 2 great shock fo the
Ethiopian delegation. Mr. Armi's passing was a greal
]Fu.itnﬂu United Natsons and an even preater Joss 1o
EYPL.

40, Mr. CARBONELL (Colombia) joinad with
olher delegations in their condolences 1o the Lgyptian
delegation and in the trilutes thal had been paid 1o
Mr. Armi,

41. Mr. VALLADARES (Honduras) thought that
ro better homape could be paid to Mr. Azmi than 1o
bring the Committee”s work on the covenanis 1o a
successiul conclusion,

42, Mr. DE BARROS (Brazil) expressed his lele-
gation’s deep regret at the death of Mr, Azmi, whose
nlmirable weork as Chairman of the Commission on
Human Rights amd clear statements in the Committes
had served as illustrations of the Joss that his passing
would represemt o the United Nations,

4L Mrm LORD (United States of Amefica) said
that her delegation puid a tribute 1o Mr, Azmi not enly
as one of the greatest figures in the United Nations,
but s a great woild leader. She had regarded him as
a personal friend and had decpdy appreciated his ad-
vice. The Committee should mn‘rinuc its work in the
spirit which had been his; his wise guidance would in-
spire it to carry om its difficult task,

44. She proposed that the Committee should
hamage tﬂptht memory of Mr, Azmi by :ﬂjwmingﬂ
meeling when all the members who wished to speak
had done so.

45, Mr. GEORGES-PICOT (Assistant Secrctary-
Gieneral in charpe of the i tments of Economic Af-
fairs and Social AWairs) associaicd himsell and all
his colleagues whe had worked with Mr, Ammi in
various organs of the United Nations with the ex-
pressions of deep w*gret that had been voiced by many
representatives. The memory of Mr, Armi's pleasant
personality and devoted work would loep remain with
the United Nations.

din Mr. DAROODY {(Saodi Aralda) said that, al-
though e Unitedd Nations had soffered the loss of a
preal beader, it alwonhi be borne in mind that the worka
of great men never died, bat left their stamp on man-
kinel. 1t was hard for him sdequately o express his
feel v olumit the biss ol a ledbwed Frremdd 2nd col-
Il = Nevertheless, it was his duly as representative
el s Governmenl and as spokesman for the delepa-
tiona of the olher Arab States 1o try to appraise Mr,
Azmi's lile work.

47. The worth of a man's life was measored not only
b his contribation to his family, his country and the
wilobe world, but by the manner in which that contris
bution was made. Mr. Azmi's work throughout his life
had been distinguished by sincerity, singleness of pur-

andl, above all, sympathy. He had been a warrior
in the fehl of human rights and had devoled his life
to the cause of prace and justice,

44 In E he had lwen alswe party. When the
country had been a momarchy, his advice had been
sought, and when Egypt had beeome a repulilic, he had
seen amang the first to be chosen to redralt the Egyprian
Constitution and 1o perform other inisriant tasks, The
Arab world knew him as 2 greal Aralic sclwlar and as
a champion of freedean of the Press amd of the rights of
the common man.

49, The example of Mr. Armi's File would abide with
the United Nations and woukl encourage the Come
mittce Lo persist in the task which lay before it

3. The Fgypian represenialive 1o the Committes,
Alr. Abdel Ghand, had been very chise to Mr. Azmi and
fclt his loss so keenly that he had been vnable 1o par-
ticipate in the mecting. He had therelore asked the
Sawli Arabian delegatun to comvey 1o the Commintee
the Egyplian delegation’s thanks for 1ths generous ex-
pressiona of sympathy that had leen offered,

51, Mr. GONZALES (Uhilippines ), supported by
M. TSALDARIS (tireeoe ), formally propased thal
a commiltee of five should be set up to draflt a resoly-
tion of condulence to be transndited to Mr., Azmi's
family and 1o the Egyptian Guvernnient, He supgested
that the Chairman shouhbl clect the members of the
commiller,

It was g0 decided.
The mecting rose a1 1212 pm.

Primted is ULSA.
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