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AGENDA ITEM 48

Menifestations of rocial prejudice end netional ond rellgious
intoleronce (A/5129, A/C.3/L.1006/Rev.4, A/C.3/L.1008/
Rev.1, A/C.3/L.1009/Rev.}, A/C.3/L.1010-1012) (con-

tinyed)

GENERAL DEBATE (continued)

1. The CHAIRMAN suggested that, in accordance
with rule 116 of the General Assembly's rules of
procadure, the list of speakers should be ciosed.

It was so aecided,

2. Mrs. RANA (Nepal) said that manifestations of
racial prejudice and national and religicus intolerance
should be combated by all countries that had under-
taken 0 apply the United Nations Charter, which
called for respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoma for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion, At issue were the bataful con-
sequences of colonialism, as was evidenced Ly the
fact that Nepal, a small country which w=s composed
of many different religious and linguistic ocom-
munities and which had never been and never allowed
itself to be dominated by a cclonial Power, had never
known religious or racial conflicts, Nepal was fitmily
opposed to colonialism,

3. Some representatives had stated that education
played a greater part in the fight against racial dis-
crimination than legal sanctions. She belisved on the
oontrary that education and legislation were in-
divisible. Even in countries where the level of eduva~
tion was therc was often an atmosphere of
intolerance, which showed that education was not suf-
ficlent in itself to solve the problem,

4, The time had come, in her view, for a complete
reappraisal of colonial policies in all their forms ard
for the ecstablishment of friendly relations between
countries in the interests of ali mankind, In thst
spirit her delegation endorsed the vevised draft
resolution calling for the preparation of a conven-
tion on the elimination of racial discrimination (A/
C.3/L.1006/Rev.4) and would vote also for the druft
resolution recor nended in Eoconomic and Social
Council resolution 826 B (XXXII), together with the
emendments thereto submitted by Costa Rica and the

United Kingdom (A/C.S/L.IOOO/R”J) and by the
three Powers (A/C.3/L.1009/Rev.1;.

5. Mias OROZCO (Mexico) said that disorimination
could not be justified in the light of either the prin-
ciples stated in Article 1, paragraph 3 of the Charter
of the United Nations or the most rudimentary buman
rights, Present-dsy civilizstion offered effective
means of action, by radio, television and the cinema,
to awaken the public conscience; all countries should
therefore avail themselves of those means to eliminate
discrimination in whatever form {t might exist,

6. Racial disorimination was unknown in ber own
country, where the equality of all was guaranteed by
the Constitution, Any alien living in Mexico was
protected by the law, and there was absolute freedom
of wo:ship, Mexico was nevertheless aware of the
scourge which racial discrimination represented in
other countries snd for that reason her delegation
would support any proposal that would help to eliminate
manifestations of racial prejudice. She would there-
fore vote for the draft resolu‘ion recommended by the
Economic and Social Council, as well as for the two
amendments thereto and the revised draft resolution
calling for the preparation of a convention,

7. Miss GRINAN (Cubs) observed that the Revolu-
tionary Government of Cuba was opposed to all forms
of discrimination. Following in that respect in the
footsteps of the socialist Republics, it authorized
the existence of religious sects and forbade only one
attitude—the anti-revolutionary attitude, Her dele-
gation thus warmly endorsed the Council's draft
resolution and would vote also for the amendments
thereto.

8. Believing that a draft convention would contri-
bute materially tothe eliminationof racialdiscrimina-
tion, her delegation would support the revised draft
resolution on that matter and wished to be counted
among its sponsors,

9, Lastly, she generslly endorsed the Czechoslovak
working paper (A/C.3/L.1010), on whioch she would
comment in greater detail if necessary.

10. Mr, ILVESSALO (Finland) associated himsell
with delegations which had condemned manifestations
of racial prejudice and national and rsligious in-
tolerance, He stressed that racial disorimination
was slien to the traditions of Finland and ofall
Scandinavian oountries; indeed, Finland weloomed
s oontri‘ution of various outside ethnic and religious
elements, which had enriohed tae national culture,
He wished to emphasize that point, for it was not
enough tc view the lack of discrimination as the goal;
rather, the advantages derived from {olerance and
diversity should be emphasized,

11. He oonsidered that a deciaration on the elimina-
tion of racial and religious discrimination ocould
serve as a guide for countrics and usefully supple-
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essentially responsibllity citizens,
and that could not be the subject of & comtractaml
obligation ainong nations,

13, His dolegation :.:..rsed the draft resolution of
the Economic and Sccial Council and commended the
sponsors of the three-Power amendment for stressing
the lLinportance of education. He pointed out to the
sponacrs of the other amendment to the same draft
resolution that the Sub-Commission, which was com-
powed of independent experts, was the best oquipped
to deal with any manifestations of discrimination and
intolerance, He therefore hoped that the amendment
. would not in any way circumscribe or hamper the
activities of the Sul.-Commission in that fleld,

13, Miss MARTINEZ BONILLA (Dominican Republic)
remarked that racial discrimination was completely
unknown in her country and that the Dominican
Constitution guaranteed freedom of comscience and
worship to both individuals and groups. The absence
of discrimination was, moreover, less the result of
Government efforts than of a historical processwhich
had its origin in the colonial period. To the three
basic elements of the Dominican population—in-
digenous Indians, white settiers and African slavea—
had been added Chinese, Arabs, Haitians, Japanese
and _uropeans, including Jews, so that the Dominican
society had finally become multu::hl, wmlaol:
groups taking an equal part, under protection
the law, in the country's social, economic, political
and cultural life.

14. Unfortunately, there were countries in which
racial intolerance found expression in a despotism
which was completely incompatible with the spirit
of the Charter and with the most rudimentary prin-
ciples of human coexistence. Discrimination could
not, of course, disappear overnight, but would do so
only when man regarded his fellows as his equals, not
in deference to the law but because his conscience
demanded it

15. In that spirit, her delegation endorsed without
reserve the draft resclution recommended by the
Council as well as the amendments thereto, as thnse
enhanced the original text and gave it a more prac-
tical charscter., Her delegation also endorsed, in
principle, the revised draft resolution which would
effectively aid in the liquidation of discrimination.

16. Mr. EL-AHDAB (Lobanon) said he would -t dis-
agree that colonialism constituted a form of racial
disoriminaticn, as several speakers had noted; but
it should not be forgotten that colonialism was on the
way out; the proof was that the membership of the
United Nations had more than doabled since 1945, His
delegation sincerely hoped that deoolonization would
proceed without obstructions set up for political
motives, ;

17. There were, however, other aspects of dis-
crimination which to him appeared mors complex.
The Economic and Social Council had been well aware
of that when, in its resolution 826 B (XXXII), it had
oalled upon Gevernments to take alt necessary steps
to rescind discriminstory laws and to make sustained

of millions of indigenous
persons who were still viotims of appalling injustice,

18, His delegation was strongly opposed to all forms
of disorimination, Lebanon had never practised dis-
crimination, and all communities in the country en-
joyed the same rights. They were protected by a
tradition of tolerance and a body of equitable laws.
Lebanon was one of the few countries in the Middle
East where over ten religious communities lved in

perfect harmony.

his views and to hark back at length to the

of Nazism; but the Israel representative
by the same token grant other delegations the
right to speak of the mzssacres of Palestine Arabs

United Nstions Charter, they should not hesitate to
violate it.

2). The CHAIRMAN announced that the delegation
of Liberia had submitted an amendment (A/C.3/
L.1012) to the revised draft resolution and should no
longer be considered a co-spoasor of the latter,

22. Mrs. ROUSSEAU (Mali) pointed out thatoperztive
paragreph 1 of the third revision of the draft resolu-
tion calling for a convention {A/C.3/L.1006/Rev.3)
had been omitted from the text of the fourth revision

of mankind had not yet been wholly conquered; indeed,
some went so far as to defend colonislism as the
natural domination of the blacks, who were said to be
less intelligent, by the whites. The extreme form of
discriminatory policy was apartheid, which was as
rwch a crime agzinst bumanity as the crimes of the
Nazis had been.

24. The extermination of millions of Jews haddeeply
shocked ali the countries of Africa and of the Near
and Middle East; those couiatries were extremely
perturbed also at the recent manifestations of anti-
Semitism and at the dissemination of neo-fascist pub-
lications in Eurcpe and elsewhere, However, the feeling
of outrage which anti-Semitism aroused in them did
not 1inean that they approved of the Zionist policy of
expansion, In her view, manifestations of anti-
Semitism, regrettable as they were, were the work
of a tiny minority, and it was for those countries in
which they took place to put a speedy end to them.
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But it must be borne in mind that millicos of lanan
beings in Alrics and elaewbare suffered from the worst
kind ol discrimination in that they wers regarded as
inforiors in their own coumtries, She fslt, therefore,

without mhﬁmhmmbﬂuw&
same was true of the savage régime in Rhodesis,

25. Uniortunately, the majority of countries, while
categorically condemning the policy of apcctheid,
hesitated to adopt positive measures to put an end to
it; but if the United Nations was to keep pace with
history, it must take action to extirpate
discrimination, The argument of racial supremacy
mus: &3 demolished once and for all, and every coun-
try must work 10 bulid a better worldbased on dignity
and brotherhood. For that reasom, thes preparation

ferences had been gettled in 1958 by a treaty which
had reconociled the two political parties. Thus, Colom-

now devote its whole attention to its social
and economic development and to smoothing out the
ew racial difficulties still existing among its people.
The Colombian delegatioh was therefore in full agree-
ment with both the draft resolutions and the amend-
ments before the Committee, and it would vots for

victim of colonialism, was ready to forget its evils
and to apply itself only to what might draw mea closer
together. That was, in fact, one of tae reasons why the
spcnsors of the draft resoluticn calling for a con-
vention on the elimination of racialdiscrimination had
made s0 many concessions in order to arrive atsa
revised text aocepiable to al?! Consequently, hisdele-

tory of mankind and on an act of faith on the paxt of
all Members of the United Nations,

23. It would be unrealistic, however, to think that
the soourge of discrimination would end with the
adoption of the draft resolution, The delegation of
Niger believed, therefore, that an attack on dis-

H+f in equality, so that future generations might not
ghare the shame of the present, His delegation would
T the three-Power amendment. He

i
g

in Scuthern Rhodesia. It was understandable that the
United Kingdom should strive to the utmost to pre-

serve vesied interests in Rbhodeals, but it was in ite
own joterest that that country should not go the way
of Algeria, ’

29, His delegation fully supported the draft resclu-
tion recommended in Council resolution 826 B XXXII)
and also the amendment submitted thereto by Costa
Rica and the United Kingdom,

30. Mr. KIRWAN (ireland) whole supported
the aims of Economic.and Social Council resolution
826 B (XXI), but at the same time deplored the
events which had made it necessary toadopta resolu-
tion of that kind, Racisl prejudice and national and
religious intolerance were not of recent growth and
it would, perhaps, be too much to kupe thatany
measures adopted by the Third Committes would
cause a problem of such antiquity to disappear over-
night; nevertheless, resolution 826 B (XXXII) marked
an important stage in the struggle against ecis which
outraged the conscience of all,

31, In connexion with the specific measures called
for in the draft resolution, he wished to place partiou-
lar emphasis on the importance of educating public
opinion, Such education must begin as early as possi-
ble; the child must not only—to use the words of the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child {General Assem-
bly resolution 1386 (XIV))—be protected from practices
which might foster racial, religious and any othe: form
of discrimination; he must also be brought up ina
spirit cfunderstanding, tolerance and i.-iendshipamong
pooples, However, such educational work must not be
confined to children; too often, the end of school life
marked the of a stage where the young adult,
under the influence of economic, social and other
factors, adopted the reprehensible attitudes of the
soclety in which he lived or surrendered himself to
feelings of intolerance., Governmoats, therefore, and
all those who had a part to play in moulding public
opinion, had a duty to continue such education among
aduits, Hence his delegation endorsed operative para-
graph 1 of the draft resolution, and it was also in
favour of paragraph 2 and of the amendment to para-
graph 3 submitted by the three Powers. The amend-
ment greetly improved paragraph 3, sinoe it indicated
clearly where the duty of governments lay and re-
rwved one of the major defects of the original text,
which might have constituted a threat to freedom of
information and opinion, The Irish delegation would
also support the amendment of Costa Rica and the
United Kingdom,

32. He had studied with interest the revisod draft
resclution and agreed fully with its underlying ideas
and with its aims. Although his delegation shared
the doubts expressed by some delegations in regard
to the technical difficulties involved in drawing up a
conventiva on the subject, it would support the draft
resolution and would give careful consideration to
the Czechoslovak working paper. It would also give
full consideration to the Liberian amendment.

33. Miss WACHUKU (Nigeria) said that her delegation
attached the greatest importance to the item under
consideration and was shocked that, in a rapidly
changing world, racial prejudice and naiional and re-
ligious intolerance should still be so wide-spread,
It was curfous that those who engaged in such prac-
ticos were precisely those who claimed righteous-
ness and superiority of mind and soul, whereas they
ought to be concerned to help these who were less
fortunate, The reason was simply thet they knew that,

/5¢
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34. The Ni avian delegation would therefore sup-
port with enthusiasm the Economic and 8~cial Com~
cil's draft resolution and the amendmenmis thereto;
the draft resolution was a further of tne

35, Some delegations had expressed doubts oon-
cerning the efficacy of legislation against racial pre-
judice. She did not see why the persecution and ex-
ploitation of a minority—or of a majority which had
not the means to defend itself—should not be punished
by law in the same way as a crime or misdemeanour,
Even if the eradication of the prejudices which still

37. Lastly, she said that there was no discrimina-
tion of any kind in Nigeria, although one-half of the
tion was Moslom, while the rest consisted of
Christians in the main, together with adherents of
some other religions. Religion piayed no significant
part in national life, but the Constitution guaranteed
mryperaonthorlghsbwnhipuhechou.

38, Mrs, TREE (United States of America) stated
that ber country was proud of its diversity in unity,
expressed in its motto E unum, Thanks to
3 people, wko
had come from all parts of the world, the United

past
in the field of hvman rights, particularly in combating
di-cﬂmlmﬁm.mmremmwbem.

39, She agreed with many members of the Committee
that education and infor?&gm \velx: cgowerfn!mpo:.u
in the ce, W men's
e a1 comtey s
respected, shc also believed that legisla-
make a very effective contribution in

changing attitudes, y, her delegation would
support the revised draft resolution and believed that
a convention and a declaration vn the elimination of

.%
T

all

She would also support tbs draft resolution recom-
mended in the Council’s resolution 826 B (XXXII),
together with the amendment thereto.

40. Mr. GABR EL DAR (Sudsn) said that he was glad
to see that the Committee was unanimous and sincere
in its wish ‘o0 eliminate for ever the racial prejudice
and national and religious intolerance still to tefound

and Social Council and the ameriments to it, as well
as the revised draft ressiuiion, which his delegation
wished to co-sponsor.

42. Mr. BELAUNDE MOREYRA (Peru) said that the
position w’th regard to discrimination, particuvlarly
racisl discrimination in his country was the same as
in the other Latin American countries, whose civic
and political systems had been based, situce inde~
pendence, on ths equality of everyone before the law,

43. In Peru, which had been independent since 1821,
slavery and the native tax—a typicaily discriminatory
tax inherited from the ooloaial régime—had beea
abolished by the revolurion of 1854, Since then, Peru
oould be regarded as one of the most liberal countries
in the world from the racial standnoint, despite its
extremely varied population, Its laws pruaranteed the
equality of al' and protected, in spme respeets, the
less favoured ethnic sectors; in particuiar they pro-
tected the indigenous communities, which enjoyed their
own logal status and whose landed property was
governed by a special community system of pre-
Columbian origin, Becauseof its legislation, therefore,
Peru oould support all the proposed international
measures against racial discrimination, and the
Peruvian delegation would vots for the two draft
resolutions before the Committee,

44, However, there was always a gap between legis-
lation, however liberal, and the actual situation within
the society which it governed. That was 80 throughout
the world and particularly in Peru, where there re-
mained problems which were not strictly racial but
which constituted, rather, the ethnic aspect of the
over-all problem of social and economic under-
development. Just as it had been fleeting wealth—
connected with the discovery of the commercial value
of guano~which had facilitated social reforms in the
past, 20 it would be impossible to resolve the still
existing problems completely until there was lasting
economic prosperity. Throughout the world, prejudice
and racial hatred were the product of past or present
frustrations and of a fear of the fulure, and they were
often of eoonomic origin, The most serious racial
problem—the maintenance, in backward living con-
ditions and ignorance, of whole ethnic communities--
could not be resolved without the assistance of
enormous economic resources, and should therefore
be examined within the framework of the United Nationa
Development Decade,

45, Mr, MURAYWID (Syria), whose delegation was a
sponsor of the revised draft resolution on the elimina~
tica of racial discrimination said that he atiached
considerable importance to the humanitarian and social
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consequences of that draft resolution sad hoped thatit
would obtain the unanimous support of the Commiites,

48, Like all coumries which bad recently attained
independence, Syria an? the oluar Arab oountries, in
order to free themselves completely, had hadtobattle
against the prejudice zad intolerance of the colonial
era, For that rszason they condemned all manifesta-
tions of r=3ial superiority and the policy of oppression
whisa was being ma'ntained by brute force in Angola,
Southern Rhodesia and South Africa.

47, For the very reasons that they had condemned
the polioy and practices of ihe Nazis, those countries
todsy ocondemned the Zionist policy of intolerance
and discrimination directed against the Arabs of
jsrael—a policy which was even more horrible than
that of nazism and of which, mogeover, many nca-
Zionist Jews disapprovad, The Zionists cloaked their
pursuit of their own interests inideslistic pretensions
and thus abused international generosity.

48, The Syrian delegation supported both the draft
resolution presented by the Economic and Social
Council and the proposed amendments to it.

49. Mr. BEN MEBAREK (Algeriaj regarded racial
discrimination as one of the most painful and explosive
human problems of the present time., Some pecple
siill clung to the borrible pseudo-acienti’ic theory
of the Nazis that there was a superior race, Unfortu~
nately, the destruction of a myth was not enough to
changs the reality of facts. Although the very existence
of the United Nations proved that men of different
races oould understand each other and work together,
some oountries still besed their legislation on racial
disorimination, The basic reasons for segregation
were not biological but economic; and the cruellest
example was that of South Africa, whose laws con-
stituted defiance of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the Charter of the United Nations,
and where two million men ruled as absolute masters
over ten million Africans and Indo-Pakistanis. As
the Algerian Minister for Foreign Affairs had told
the General Assembly (1151st plecary meeting) the
Algerian people was determined to combat that situa-
tion in every possible way, as well as the situation
existing, likewise for economic and to some extent

cal reasons, in Angola, Northern and South-
ern Rhodesia and Mozambique, Colonialism was s
universal taint, the symptons of which had been
brilliantly described by Franz Fanon in his book
Les damnés de lIa terre, and it was the real origin of
racialism,

50, With regari to the problem of Palestine, he re-
culled that Algeria had been unwilling to transform
its fight for independence into a racial war and that
the Jews had taken part in the struggle to
liberate the country. In Algeria there were no anti-
semitic toendencies. However, Zionism flouted funda-
mental freedoms and Algeria believed that it was
essontial to resettle in their own homeland the
Arahs of Palestine, who were now living in exile
in atrocious conditions which the Algerians, unfortu-
nately, knew from experience,

51. Algeria, which had itself been the victim of racial-
ism, knew that it was useless to bese a policy on the
phenomenon of race and therefore granted the same
rights to and imposed the s«ume duties on all Algerian
citizens, regardless of their origin or religion,

52, The Algerian delegation warmly supported the
two draft resolutions before the Committee, since

they would undoubtedly contribute towards & practical
solution of the problem. It also wished to join the
other sponsors of the revised draft resolution,

Mr.sAlbuguergue Mello (Brazil), Vice-Chairman,
fook the Chair,

53, Miss KUBOTA (Japan) recalled that the Japanese
Government had always been against racial dis-
crimination. In 1919 the Jspanese delegation had pro-
posed including in tho preamble to the Covenentof the
League of Nations a clause providing for equality of
treatment for the nationals of all Memier States, with=
out any racial or other distinction. For Japan, rscial
discrimination was a scourge ttat had tobe eliminated,
sinoce it delayed the of bumanity and pre-
vented the final establishment of peace.

54. Unfortunately, the evil was so deeply rooted that

a whole series of national and internationa]l measures
waa needed in order to eliminate it, The effort must
be directed mainly at youth, which was why the
Japanese delegation supported the draft resolution
put forward by the Economic and Sooial Council in its
rosolution 826 B (XXXII) and the amendment therets
submitted by Mali, Mauritania and the United Kingdom.

55. The Japaness delegation aloo epproved, in part,
the revised draft resolution, as it was convinoed that
a declaration on the elimination of discrimination
would help and guide countries in their fight against
that evil, With regard to the preparation of a conven-
tion, the Japanese del shared the doubts ex~
pressed by other delegations. Priority should there-
fore be given to the declaration, However, it would
vote for the draft resolution, sinoe it considered that
a oonvention on the elimination of disorimination, if

- drafted with great care, could be of some use,

56. Mr. SITA (Congo, Leopoldville) said that the
proposed amendments to the draft resolution recom-
mended by Eoonomic and Social Council resolution
826 B OXXXII) fully satisfied his delegation, which
oould therefore support it without reservations,

57. He thought thai the sponsors of the revised draft
resolution on manifestations of racial prejudioe should
be oongratulated on their desire for objectivity and
he would be happy to join them in submitting that
resolution, which, unfortunately, still seomed to be
causing a oertain amowmt of diffiouity for a number
of delegations, He would like to pointout that, although
legal considerations had their vusdoubted importanocs,
the Committee should guard asainst excessive formal-~
ism. In the opinion of eminent jurists, the faot that
the principle of non-discrimination had already been
sanctioned by the Charter of the United Nations and
by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in no
way barred the preparation of draft oonventions relat-
ing tp particular aspects of that principle, His dele-
gation was prepared to vote for the draft rosolution
under discussion although it did not mention the need
to eliminate religious intolerance; it saw no reason
why an international declaration and convention on
the elimination of that partioular form of intolerance
should not be prepared at some future date, The
Liberian amendment would, however, make it possible
to eliminate all problems in that oonnexion and he
hoped that the Liberizn representative and the spousors
of the revised draft resolution would reachagreement
about that matter. In any case he saw no reason for
voting that amendment, Sinoce the amendments
of Saudi Arabia (A/C.3/L.1011) as their sponsors ad-
mitted, would affect only the form of the initial text,
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they could in no way change the attitude of his

§9. Mr. MAAMOURI (Tunisia) feltthatthe Committee
had bsen right to piace the problem under discussion

its agends, since it was the Commitice's task to
a frul ‘ul state of peaceful coexistence

in all its forms, Tunisia was proud
it had never used hatred

u:wupoa.andhndthubonnbhhmhhhd—
foctive co-operation between individuils, He also
wished to point out that the Tunisian peopls, although
pmdbbebngﬁothoAnbmhdmoonM
jtself a pure race, sinoce Tunisia, Hke many other
oamtriu.munam-phoommm-
fering races and individuals that had all contributed to
the formation of the national perscoality.

their spirit of intolerance and their desire for racial
discrimination,

61, Mr. HETMAN (Central African Republic) and
that, in order to illustrate the importance of the
mmmmmhonoodon!ymumm
atrocities committed millions of pevsons
during the Second World War and the crimes which
peoples were led to commit when they imagined that
they belonged to a superior race, nationality or re-
ligion, While the manifestations of racial hatred
attained their climax under the Nazi rézime, it must
not be fo that disorimination was something
very old and had, in fact, always been advocated by
certain strata of society. Even today some people
stil]l upheld the myth of raciai inequality, which was
tantamount to a ‘enial of human dignity, South Africa,
disregarding the formal provisions of the Charter,
persiated in applying a policy besed ca segregation
and apartheid. His country attached particular lmpor-
tance to the principle of equality for all men, and
condemned dis>rimination in allitsforms. According-
ly he could not but support unreservedly the draft
resolution recommended hy the Economic and Social
Council and the revised draft resolution concerning
the preparation of a convention on the elimination of
racial discrimination.

€2. Mrs, NIKOLAEVA (Urion of Soviet Socialist Re-
publice) insisted, first of all, or the capital importance
of the question under study andon the need to mobilize
and take ensrgetic measures to elim-

inate discrimination, The Soviet State had, from the
firet days of its existenoce, put an end to discrimina-
tion anc liberty and equality for everyone
in all fields, incluiing the political, economic, social
and cultural, Ata time when the exploration of space
and the discovery of new sources of energy were
man's horizons in an extraordinary way,

whon certain oountries knew the benefits of socialism—
an eminently ive way of life~and when the
former oolonial peoples were freeing themssl-es
from their yoke, it was strange that it was still nec-
essary to study the problem of discrimination and
prejudice, It was, however, & fact that racialism
and intolerance were continuing to wreak havoc, They
were which were linked wita the exploita-
ticn of man ard which found their extreme expression
in oolonial servitude, There was no doubt as to their
historical origin. The slave-drivers and colonizers
who had wisiied to seize the gold and wealth of Africa,
Asia and America bad asserted the superiority of the

5
§s

time oountries where racists tried to main-
tain their privileges and racialist organizations like
the Ku Klux Klan or the Nazi party were flourishing.

63, 1t was essential to fight discrimination and racial
prejudice energetically, espécially at a time when
fascism was raising its head—as could be seen in the
Federal Repubiic of Germany, where Nazi groups had
been re-o where former agents of Hitier,
inspired with the spirit of revenge, oocupied leading
posts in the Press, the cinema, the police and the
magistracy, and where the Bundeswehr was led by
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gonerals who had been found guilty of crimes against
the peoples of the USSR, Czechoslovakia, Poland and
France, The recent wave of swastikas was merelyone
sign of the recrudescenve of fascism, but it showed
that it was time to take firm action, In the opinion
of her delegation, the time had come to galvanize the
efiorts of ail and to take legislative measures to
eliminate discrimination,

64. She therefore supported the draft resolution
recommended in Economic and Social Counctl resolu-
tion 826 B (XXXIJ). She ocould nok, however, support
the three-Power amendment, which weakened the
original text, since the words "in every possible way"
were very general and left the States compietely
free in their choice of the means to be adopted. The
measures listed in the amendment in question were
certainly opportune, but they were already mentioned

in operative paragraph 1 of the Council's resolution,
Her delegation would therefore be grateful if the
sponsors of the amendment did not press it. She was,
on the other band, in favour of the revised draft
resolution, as the preparation of a convention on the
eliraination of racial discrimination would be of great
value,

65, In oonclusion, she wished to stress the useful-
ness of the debate on racialism. She would partiou-
larly like the Secretariat to distribute the full text
of the speechas made by the Czechoslovak and Mauri-
tanian delegations, as it would help those who would
be given the task of preparing the convention if they
oould refer to those two statements,

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.
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