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AGENDA ITEM 48

Manifestetions of raciel srejudice end notions! ond religiovs
initelerance (A/5129, A/C.3/L..1006/Rev.3, A/C.3/L.1008-
1009) {continved) :

GENERAL DEBATE (countinued)

1. Mr. KOCHMAN (Mauritania) introduced the third
revision of the text of the draft resohstion concerning
an international convention on the elimination of racial
discrimination (A/C,3/L.1006/Rev.3). The new text
differed from its predecessor mainly in calling for
the preparation of a declaration on the elimination of
all forms of racial discrimination, to be prepared for
the eighteenth seasion of the General Assembly, and
for a draft convention on the same subject to be sub-
mitted to the nineteenth session. In addition, a more
realistic date of 15 June 1963 had been fixed for the
submission by Governments of their recommendstions
regarding the proposed couvention. The scope of the
two documents had been restricted to racialdiscrimi-
vation in all its formoe, since it was felt that religious
discrimination would be dealt with separately by the
Commission on Human Rights.

4. In conclusion, he appealed o al} delegatiocns to
support the draft resolution and to submit suggestions
for improving it further.

3. Mr. BOUQUIN (France) recalled that although the
item before the Coramittee had its origin {n the anti-
Semitic demonstrations which had occurred in a num-~

ber of countries in 1959 and 1560, the resolution which’

had emerged from the subsequont deliberations of the
Sub=-Commission on Prevention of Discriminstion and
Protection: of Minorities, the Commission on Human
Rights addi the Economic and Social Council (Economic
and Social Council resolution 826 B (XXXII)) had been
broadened to cover all manifestations of racial preju-
dice and pational and religious intolerance.

4. Discrimivation, which could be found in many
difforent fields, was a complex problem. It could
originate in the law or in practice, 2nd result irom
the scts of public suthoritiss ss well as those of pri-
vete individuals and groups; it could be manifested
dirsctly or indirectly, as the work of the Sub~Com~
mission showed. Legisiative measures were in some
cnses indispesnszbie hoth i order to reform laws that

were themselves discriminstory or conducive to dis~
crimination and in order to prohibit and discourage
doctrines and {deas that would lead to discrimination.
Even in a country such as France, slander and insult
were punished more severely when committed to
incite citizens or nationals to hatred of a2 group of
persons belonging, by origin, to a particular race or
religion.

5. Legislative steps alone, however, were not enough,
for it was in the minds of men that racial prejudice
and intolerance were borp, and the lawwasnot always
able to change states of mind. It was neceasary to
teach, particularly in the schools and universities,
the origins of discrimination and intclerance so that
those evils could be analysed and methods evolved of
combating them. A successful beginning had already
been made by UNESCO and it would be interesting
to hear a report on the subject from the UNESCO
representative.

6. Education in the narrow sense was not sufficlent
either. As recent history had shown only too wividly,
whole peoplee, even of a high level of culture, could
be led into the way of prejudice and discrimination.
It should be aimed at instilling, in the minds of men,
civic feeling, mutual understanding and a sense of
individual responsibility. It shouldbe orientodtowards
democracy. There the non-governmental organizations
had an important role to play, not merely through
international conferences on-discrimination, valuable
as those were, but through constant daily effort. The
information media, particularly the powerful audio~
visual media deriving from recent advances in tele-
communications, could also do much in the fight
against discrimination, in which no method should be
overlooked.

7. It was for those reasons that the French dele~
gation welcomed and would vote for the draft reso~
lution recommendod in Economic and Social Council
resolution 826 B (XXXII). It also welcomed the three-
Power amendment to that resolution (A/C.3/L.1009),
since it shared the spounsors' concern that operative
paragraph 3 of the resolution might, in its existing
form, be used as an excuse for suppreesing fresdom
of expression. The wording of the French version of
the amendment was, however, somewhat imprecise
and could perhaps be improved: the phrase “sous
quelque forme que ce soit® should not relsts to the
creation or propagation of prejudices and intolorance
but to prejudices and intolerance themselves. It would
also be more logical to place the word “cremtion®
before. "propegation and dissemination®; in that con-
aexion, he failed to see much difference batwoen the
words "propagation” and "dissemination®.

8. The Costa Rican ameandment (A/C.37/1.1008)
seemed somewhat unnecessary as it ®#0odd, vinte e
periodic reports on human rights mibinitted every
three yeirs by Governments mada a TbIe “Ppro-
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priate channel for reporting on compliance with the
resohtion.

9. He was glad to see that the sponsors of the draft
resolution concerning an internaticnal converntion on
the elimination of racial discrimination had retained
the reference to discrimination based on religion tc
which the Saudi Arabian representative had objected
(1166th meeting). Apart from the fact that it was right
to show that discrimination affected many different
fields, the question of religious intolerance covered
equally well the case of agnostics and atheists,

10. The draft resolution did not mention which body
was to prepare the ‘draft declaration, an omissicn
which ocught perhaps to be corrected. With regard to
the proposed convention on the elimination of racial
discrimination his delegation was a little perplexed
sbout the form which such a convenmtion could take.
As had already been pointed out, a convention was an
instrument with precise legal provisions and a global
convention on discrimisation would raise a2 number
of problems. Discrimination had to be examined in
terms of Yuman rights, since it consisted inthe denial
of tnose rights. Where there were no human rights,
there was no discrimination. It was by analysing each
right that it was possible to see where discrimination
could operate in regard to that right and how it could
be prevented. The whole task of the Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities had been to dissect the Universal Declara~
tion of Human Rights in that manner. Its work had
led, in particular, to the preparation of the UNESCO
Conavention sgainst discrimination in education, adop~
ted in Paris on 14 December 1960.Y Furthermore,
the Commission on Human Rights had produced the
draft International Covenants on Human Rights which,
when adopted, would carry precise legal obligations.
1t was a little difficult to see what scope was left for
a global convention on the elimination of discriminn-
tion. However, his delegation entirely agreed with
the sponsors' objectives and welcomed the fact that
they had brought such an important point to the Com~
mittee's attention. It was only the question of methods
which gave it cause for hesitation.

11. Mrs. DEMBINSKA (Poland] said that war, colo-
nialism and racism were the most urgent problems
that could be eliminated by the joint efforts of the
international community, whick in so doing would
serve the couse of peaceful coexistence and help to
put an end to the cold war. The Polish delegation
therefore warmly welcomed the draft resohstion
recommended in Economic and Social Council reso~
hution 826 B (XXXII) which served that end.

12. It also welcomed the revised draft resolution
concerning a cooveuntion ou the eliminatiov of racial
discrimination which concentrated on the problem of
ractsm. Racism was an evil which, through the propa~
gation of hatred and denial of the equality of races,
was used to justify exploitation, domination and colo-
nialism and ultimately led to aggrossion and war.
Unfortucately, however, it was still wide-spread and,
in the form of the concept of white supsriority, was
used to justify the enslavement ofthe cSlvared psoples
and to delay their emancipstioli. Within toubtries with
mixed populstions, ft repruseited s violstion of the
rights and freedoms of millions of itidividuals, Llmped-
ing their developmemt and dabasing their economic

4/ Sea \NESQD, Geveral Cosfesrvace, Elaventh Sensien, Purts, 1900,
Basbusony, soctios B

situation. Raciam In all its forms must therefore be
fought at both the national and the international level.

13. Despite the efforts of the United Nations, much
stil) rergained to be done. The revised draft resolution
was a step in the right direction and he would there-
fore vote for it. The international convention proposed
in it should includé provisions making it obligatory
for contracting States to revoke all discriminatory
laws directed against any one group of the population,
prohibit racial discrimination by law, eliminate ad-
ministrative discrimination and take long-term edu-
cational action among both youth and adults.

14. Mr. REYES {Philippines) said that the history of
the item under discussion, as set forth in the note by
the Secretary~-General (A/5129), indicated that the
Committee had two distinct tasks to perform. The
first was to consider urgent measures which could
be taken, or at least initiated, immediately by Gov~
ernments, specialized ageacies and non-governmental
organizations to deal effectively with actual manifesta~
tions of racial prejudice and national and religious
intolerance and to prevent their possible recurrence.
Economic and Social Council resolution 826 B (XXXII)
pertained to that aspect, while the revised draft reso-
lution addressed itself to the second task of consider-
ing further measures, mostly of a long-range char-
acter, conducive to the final and total elimination of
all such manifestations,

15. In accordance with the position consistently taken
by the Philippines, his delegation would support the
draft reschtion recommended by the Council; it asso~
ciated itself fully with the profound concern uxpressed
therein, it subscribed to the condemnation of all such
manifestations as violations of the Charter of the
United Nations and of the Universal Decleration of
Human Rights, and it welcomed the recommendations
for specific measures. The operative part spelt out
the action Governments should take, and brought out
the fact that, as in most mastters relating to the ob-
servance of human rignts, the sincere co-operation
of Governments was a crucisl factor. While there was
no lack of lip-service to the Charter andthe Universal
Declaration, there was insufficient co-operation inthe
form of faithful compiiance with their provisions, The
measures envisaged in the resclution fell within the
area of domestic jurisdiction, and Governments should
make sn honest and searching self-examination to
determine where they might have fallen short of per-
fection. Racial prejudice and religious intolerance
died hard; hence the emphasis ‘n Guneral Assembly
resohtion 1510 (XV), and in the Council's resvlution,
on the need for sustained and concerted efforts to
educate public opinion and the younger generstion with
a view to the extirpetion of those desp~rovted evils.

16. With reference to the revised dralt resshuion,
his délegation was not opposed in principle to the
drafting of additiona]l international cotiventices vo
human rights, whenever appropriste o nectshary.
However, the lengthy process of formulating Buch an
instrument should not preclude practical S&on by
Goveriments, specialized aganties snd nou=govern-
mental and peivite organizitions alony the linee
recommendsd in the Cooscil's resolRion. He
glad that the draft resoliion, 1n Ria vevised Torm,
s T T et o R
() ¢ oh, T0F th -
esiith weasion of the Geoeral Asssmibly, 61 % G-
tich on the elminmtion of al) forms @ YRETR @~
crimingion, peoding the formulikicn o the propoist
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international conventiou. His delegation welcomed the
Costa Rican amendment to the Council's draft reso~
lution, since it stressed the need for practica} action,
and also the three~Power amendmnent, which brought
the text of operative paragraph 3 more inline with its
own position.

17. Mr. MOUNGALA (Congo, Brazzaville) ¢baerved
that racial diacrimination was a major social prob-
lem, since it constituted an obstacle to progress and
peaceful coexistence. It was also an acute human
problem which must be approached with the utmost
"concern. Racia) discrimination did not exist in his
country, which regarded all men, irrespective of the
colour of their skin, simply as human beings. It was
incredible that man, who had come so far in many
respects, should be unable to see beyond his own
selfish interests and admit that all men were equal.
He was pained to see the great numbers of people
made to suffer because of the colour of their skin,
despite the many proofs that they were not inferior
to the white man., If the desire for predominance on
the one hand and the feelings of iuféeriority on the
other could be eliminated, the white and coloured
pecples could advance peacefully together towards a
better life for all,

18. The United Nations should, through a universal
declaration first, and a couvention later, urge those
nations which atill clung to the idea of white suprem-
acy to renounce it in favour of the principle of univer-
sal brotherhood. He commended those Governments
which were making serious efforts to bringthe fanatic
proponents of racism back to reason, He stated his
desire, in conclusion, to become a co~sponsor of the
revised draft resolution.

19. Mrs. KIRILOVA (Ukrainian Soviet Socfalist Re-
public) noted the great importance of the present
item. The United Nations had taken a correct attitude
in combating discriminstion, but much practical action
was still needed. A positive factor in that regard was
the resolution recommended by the Economic aund
Social Council, operstive paragraph 2 of which setout
the minimum requirements for legislative measurea.
Legislation should be fully utilized in the fight against
discrimination because it was official action of the
State which provided the necessary framework for
the protection of rights and freedoms, Ukrainian law
prohibited all propaganda preaching raciai or national
exclusiveness and hostility. She would vote for the
resolution recommended by the Council sndfor thetwo
amendments to it which had been submitted,

20. She would like to see more, however, than simply
the adoption of resolutions, and she therefore wel~
comea the proposal to prepare a convention for all
Govarnments to sign with a view to easuring the
extirpation of racial, natfonal and religious hatred
and the prohibition of racist and fascist propaganda.
She accordingly supported the revised draft reso-
htion and hoped that thoe Committee would at the
seventeenth sossion indicste, for the guidance of the
Commission on Human Rights, the kind of coavantion
it dosired. She emdorsed the Czechoslovak represen-
tative's suggestions regarding the contents of such
convention and hopad- that a working peper ou that
:ﬂ:mwmub.uﬁmmwommmam

21. Mr. DIAZ CASANUEVA (Chils) pointed out that,
in the title of tha itom under discussion,ths emphasis
was placed on "prejudice® and “imtolerance®. Hence

the Committee must look beyond sdiscrimination” and
delve into its underlying causes, Racial prejudice
engendered racial discrimination {nitsvariousforms,
while national and religious intolerance engendered
hatred, hostility and violence. Chile had no problems
in that connexion, but it appreciated the magnitude of
the problem throughout the world and would co-
operate in any United Nations action tc stamp out
those social evils. His delegation considered that the
two most effective means were internstional edica-
tional work and the imposition of specific legal obli-
gations on States to prevent manifestations of racial
prejudice and national and religious intolerance.

22. The mesning of the term "national intolerance®,
however, was not entirely clear, and religious in-
tolerance was so complex and vast a subject that it
should receive special treatment; he would therefore
confine his remarks to racial prejudice and discrimi-
nation. The Brazilian representative had made avalu~
abhle statement (1165th meeting), and Brazil wasafine
example of racial integration; other Latin American
countries had also made tremendous progress in
eliminating racial discrimination which, in colonial
times, had gone hand i\ hand with social and economic
discrimination and exploitation. With the development
of the Latin American republics, the Indians and
Negroes had been progressively integrated into the
national community; for it was not enoughto eliminate
racial hatred: all must be equal before the law,
assured of social justice in a democratic society, and
{reed from poverty and ignorance.

23. Racism, a5 the term was currently understood,
had been the result of European economic expansion
which, in establishing the plantation system intropical
regions, had at the same time instituted slavery or
forced labour. Although slavery had subsequently been
abolished and colonialism had assuzmed paternalistic
forms in some areas, tke relailonship between Euro~
peans and the coloured races had remained based
upou the white man's money and the coloured man's
sweat. To thos» econamic circumstances had later
been added such racist theories as that of Nordic
superiority, culminsiing in the Third Reich, the
collapse of which had led to 2 new appreciation of the
value of the human person, whatever the colour of his
skin.

24. Racial prejudice would not disappear overnight.
The best of laws might be enacted, but what was
needed was to reach and cleanse the hearts and minds
of the masses. That would be a long and patient
procesas, because prejudice was irrational and was
rooted in the darker areas of the human persoanality.
Psychologists had shown that racial prejudice was
not instinctive; it did not exist in children, bt was
acquired by socanl cootagion; it was an smulioanl
complex which mght erupt in mass hysteria and in
criminal acts, lynchings and genocide. Nevartheless,
it had been shown that in countries whith snatied
laws conducive to racial harmouy, where the touftsw-
as was currently the case in the Unitad Stitev—atr-
getically enforced their decision, and wheretheislor-
mation media and educstional institutions tampiifned
against racial prejudice, such prejudice waned wnd
eventually disappeared, and discrimimition was
‘bou.h’do

25. Racial prejudice also had soclosectvdmic av-
pects, in that it was fostered to protwct and Prederve
the privileges of a whita minoritywan SbBard wnad
tragic situstion tatamount to wuicite on e faR &
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those so blind that they did not hesitate to exposs
their children to future violence at the handa of racial
majorities grown weary of oppressioa.

26. Just as colorialism at its zemith had gone hand
in hand with the myth of white superiority, so the
twilight of colonialism was accompanied by & new
European- attitude towards the cultures of other
peoples. There was a cultursl intér~penetration be-
tween the various races, which increasedthe spiritual
heritage and progress of all mankind,

27. Racial prejudice and discrimination took various
forms, from apartheid—the most repugnant of all—to
outbreaks cf neo-Nazism and overt or disguised prop-
aganda. The United Nations should intensify ita studies
oa = world scale of the apecific forms of racial preju-~
dice in the various areas of discrimination. Much
excellent work of that kind had already been done by
the Sub~Commission on Prevention of Discriminstion
and Protection of Minorities in its studies of discrimi-
nation in education, religion and political rights.

28. He fully supported Economic and Social Council
resolution 826 B (XXXI), since it called for the edu~
cailon of children and of public opinion and for action
by Governments. Subjocttothe reservatious expressed
at the 1166th meeting and at the informal discussicns
which had taken place,he alsc supported the revised
draft resolution, despite his doubts concerninga single
couvention.

29. It was the Committee's duty to promote positive
and effoctive measures to eliminate manifestations of
racial prejudice, and UNESCOdeserved specislthanks
for the tremendous work it had accomplished in that
respect. He was confideat that the United Nations would
play its part in evolving & new humanism, which would
sllow men to develop their personality to the full,
whatever the colour of their skin, and to contribute
on equal terms to the advancement and well-being of
all peoples of the world.

30. Mr. MENDOZA LOPEZ (Bolivisa) observed, with
reference to the statements of the Israel and Jordanian
representstives (1185th meeting), that his country had
been one of thefirsttoopenitsdoors to large numbers
of Jewish immigrants at the time of their persecution
by the Nazis. Hiz country had never discriminsted
sgainst those imuaigrants, although, to the country's
disadvantage, they had devoted themselves to com-
merve after having immigrated as farmers. He could
uot agroe with the Israel representstive that the
victors in & war hed the right to subjugate the van-
quished and that ths laiter must accept the counse-
quonces of their defeat. Bolivia had suffered becsuse
of a philosophy of that kind. The existence of the
United Nations showed that mankind preferred justice
to the law of force.

31. The Indians in his own ¢ » who had had a
highly developed civilizstion of their own, had been
harshly subdued by the “conquistadores,® and it hed
not boen until the present centuiy thatthe Government
led by the Natiocualist Revolutiohary Movement, had
put an end to racial and religious dscrimination.
Today, all Bolivians were truly free und equal. He
accordingly gave his ful) support to the révised draft
resolution.,

32. Mr. GONZALEZ GUTIERREZ (Costa Rica) bu-
dorsed the rovised draft resslidion and observed thit

county had for & cebtdry hafdia sxem
::»:q i which the ¢ w:nﬁyddiﬂﬁmtmphr?im

That achievement was closely bound up with the fact

that 100 yesrs earlier Coata Rica had instituted com~

pulsory un:versal education. As the country knew what
it mesant to live in peace and harmony, #t was anxious

to see that no other nation suffered the painful conse~

Quences of racial and religious animosity. Ho there-

fore aupported the draft resolution recommended by

the Economic and Social Council and introduced a re-

wised and strengthened version of his own amendment

to it (A/C.3/L.1008/Rev.1),

33. Mr. KANE (Senegal) said that his delegation, as
& co-sponsor of the revised draft resolution had been
guided by a feeling of concern at the continusnce of
racial and religious prejudice and discrimination even
after the world had witnessed their horrible conse-
Quences in the last world war. Racial discrimination
was still the rule in the African colonial territories
and in South Africa, and was not unknown in other
parts of the world. His delegation refused to believe
that a fraction of the population, however large, had
the right to lower the dignity and violste the funda-
mental rights of another segment of the populstion on
the ground of an alleged racial superiority. Senegal,
which held that the rights of all groups and all indi=
videals had to be assured, was in the front line of
those countries which attacked discrimination wher-
over it existed, The time had come to bring all Statee
into that struggle, and in that regard & convention on
the elimination of racial discrimination would .be of
the greatest usefulness, His delegation also supported
the draft resolution recommended by the Economic
and Social Council,

34. Mrs. MANTZOULINOS (Greece) said that she
was prepared to subscribe to any proposal which the
Committee deemed useful for the elimination of reli-
glous and racial discrimination, since anti-discrimi~
natory action was in accordance with her country's
principles. Both in law and in practice the religious
freedom of all was guaranteed. All communities
carried on their spiritusl, social and cultural activi-
ties under the constitutional guarsntee of freedom of
congcience. Aliens eanjoyed full rights under private
lav’ and meny of the rights in the scbere of public
law. The Conetitution did not even mention distinctions
on the ground of race or religion soforeign were they
to the spirit of the people.

35. Legislation was an indispensable weapon ageinst
raciel and religious discriminstion, and an imterns-
tional cenventicn calling for such legisiation would no
doubt be useful. She could not agree with the Chilean
representative that a single cotvention would jevp-
ardize the compulsory character of the Charter of
the Unitod Nations and of the Univerasai Declarition
of Human Rights. It was ik view of the geberal siture
of the printiples laid down in the Thnrter ¥n? e
Universal Detlaration that sd maky tofivestiond on
particular issucs doalt with in those R hwl been
elaborated by the United Natichs and s wpachalived
sgoncios, Shis agreed th religitus 36f ¥FEEI) S~
crimination wad & vas mbjst, W5t enilly soversd by
a convention; Bt ale taEAIRGG the TRpoitince oF
such & ouvettioh. Edctiich b FENIE tEleTante
and racial non-aivcriminition #hou)a befiven Bpetn
emphiasis. A dsclhrstion, whith ©6u)a Be #6800 exe
FohErh) SutEive

pikined 1n schitols as o a R} 4 -
camPiign to Wit ot m%ﬂ MRl WHIEL Wikt
as & Pl to a) proples W88 s, Wokih Sirely
cottriliite to the achiovement (e SEHEHEEISRIVS.
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36. She also supported the resolution recommended
by the Economic and Social Council and the two amend-
meunts to it.

37. Mi. YANCY (Liberia) proposed that, to bring the'

operative part of the revised draft resolution into line

with its preamble, the word "racial® in oporative
paragraphs 1 and 2 shou!d be replaced by the word

*such®,

The meetig rose at 1 p.m.



