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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m Assembly had declared that the enjoyment of civic and
political freedoms and of economic, social and cultural rights
) ) ) were interconnected and interdependent. The Declaration on
Tribute to the memory of Mr. Zorig Sanjaasuren the Right to Development also linked the two types of rights,
1. The Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, paidand the connection had been reinforced in the Vienna
tribute to the memory of Mr. Zorig Sanjaasuren, MongoliaReclaration and Programme of Action. As a result, there was

democratic leader and human rights activist. a growing interest in looking at the whole of development in
terms of a rights-based approach and an increasing tendency

f see social developmentin particular not as a discretionary
act of charity but as a right of individuals in society. It had
been found that when a rights-based approach was taken,
progress was faster. In the case of the rights of the child, for
example, much of the early thinking had been based on
3.  Mr. Desai (Under-Secretary-General for Economic andltruism or charity, but more recently the focus had been on
Social Affairs) said that the Committee would be conductingrogrammatic actions for children in the context of the
its deliberations in the context of a world situation which wa€onvention on the Rights of the Child. In the case of the
extremely uncertain. The sharp decline in growth rates hadvancement of women, a rights-based dimension and a
led to a huge increase in poverty and unemployment. Socpalogrammatic dimension had moved in parallel, and in the
services were under pressure, and cipexcwhich had been Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, women’s
built up with great difficulty over many years were beingights had been recognized as an integral part of human rights.
eroded and lost. A rights-based approach had also been taken to disabled

gfsons and to ageing. Efforts were being made to reach a

4.  The system built up over the past 50 years was bas%I q h h ah d to desi
on an implicit social compact that if national economies we ared agreement on the corpus of human rights and to design

to be opened up to global competition, so as to maximize tHéogra'mmatic.interventions to reinforce thosg rights. T'he
possibilities for growth, Governments would accept a otential of a rights-based approach was that' it could br.|n9
obligation to protect social standards, so that there would pse two ;trands together, .and. the Cgmmlttee was in a
an accelerated reduction of poverty and unemployment afigque position to tackle the vital issues involved.

a greater capacity to meet basic needs and promote social ] ) ) ]

cohesion. The current crisis could not be viewed simply égem_ja item 190: Social development_, mcl_udlng

a financial crisis; it was also a social crisis which waguestions relating to the world social situation and to

challenging the underlying social compact. That dimensigiPuth. ageing, disabled persons and the family
must be kept in mind when searching for solutions to t /53/3, A/53/63-S/1998/100, A/53/72-S/1998/156,

crisis; policies must be developed which could revive {H&/53/95-S/1998/311, A/53/97, A/53/294, A/S3/350,

prospects for development and for enhanced action on pové?()53/356’ AI53/378, A/53/416 and A/53/425)

eradication and social development. The answer to the crigis Mr. Langmore (Director, Division for Social Policy
was not to retreat from the forces of globalization andnd Development, Department of Economic and Social
liberalization; that approach had been tried in the past and haffairs) said that the extent of the economic and social
failed. At the same time, measures directed at maintaininggsmage from recent international financial turbulence was
reviving confidence in capital markets were not sufficient. till growing, but it was clear that many tens of millions of
was necessary to consider issues of production, distributiggeople were losing their jobs, being forced into poverty or
employment and poverty, and in that context, the Committediging excluded from school or health services. It was also
work was central to ensuring that social issues were ngear that the international financial system was flawed and
overlooked when addressing the problems of the current crigigist be changed.

in the world economy.

2. Attheinvitation of the Chairman, the members of th
Committee observed a moment of silence.

Statement by the Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs

7.  As the political heart of the international system, the
5. It was 50 years since the adoption of the Universalnited Nations had the responsibility of articulating shared
Declaration of Human Rights, and while there had beeni@ternational socio-economic goals, priorities and policies.
tendency, in the intervening years, to see human rights issdé® ultimate goals set by the World Summit for Social
largely in terms of political and civil rights, the InternationaDevelopment were the eradication of absolute poverty, the
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights must alaghievement of full employment, and the fostering of secure,
be borne in mind. In resolution 421 (V), the Generadtable and just societies. A new strategy was required which
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recognized that the constant and complete integration ofthe meeting the goals and expectations obyadtlang
social dimension of policy with the economic dimension was pragmatic macroeconomic policies must be championed.

needed; that international financial stabilization Was,  The implications of the ageing of society for labour
imperative for social development; that priority must be give licy, health care, patterns of production, consumption,

. ) . 0
to social programmes, such as basic education and health Q\dings and investment, and for the family, and society at
social protection; that more countries should consider th ! '

. . . large, were considerable and unprecedented. The
establishment or renewal of a national social contract, wq ternational Year of Older Persons should increase

clea_r, consensual aims :_and comprehensive polic_ies for thg\'/{}areness of the demographic changes that were occurring
achievement; and that in order to encourage pnvate SECd of the need to adopt policies that would facilitate the
growth, Governments must ensure that credit was read

: . Yogrammes of the future. While activities for the Year would
accessible, at manageable interest rates. be initiated primarily at the national level, it was to be hoped
8.  The principal subject for the Committee’s consideration that there would be tangible results which could be applied
at the current session was preparations for the International in policy-making and programme formulation and in
Year of Older Persons, which had been launched on 1 evaluation. That would require support for additional research
October 1998 at United Nations Headquarters. Worldwide onthe implications of ageing societies, policies that dealt with
preparations for the Year were outlined in the report of the the dual concepts of active ageing and appropriate caregiving,
Secretary-General (A/53/294), which included and the establishment of guidelines to support individual
recommendations for the exploration of principles and/or lifelong development. Quality of life was no less important
practical strategies towards “a society for all ages”, through thagdvity. The special session of the General Assembly
consultation with national committees for the Year. to be held in 1999 could make a valuable contribution to

9. Mr. Donokusumo (Indonesia) said that the globaldetermining long-term strategies on ageing.

decline in mortality and birth rates was leading to an 12r. Mahubani (Singapore) said that, although the
increased ageing of society. The transition was occurring future was unpredictable, the number of babies born in the
faster in developing countries, which had weaker social safety pastfew decades who would survive and become old people
nets and safeguards, than in developed countries. One concept had inevitable demographic consequences. Bl4a8e year
which was present in all United Nations initiatives on the one third of the world’s population would be over the age of
issues of youth and ageing was that of individual lifelong 60. In meeting the needs of its ageing population, Singapore
development and the implicit recognition that health and well-  followed a set of key principles. The first principle was
being in later life were inextricably linked to opportunities personal responsibility, namely, that every citizen must
and healthy development during the formative years. His assume responsibility for planning for his or her old age.
delegation welcomed the adoption of the Lisbon Declaration Workers were required to contribute 20 per cent of their
on Youth Policies and Programmes and was committed to income to the Central Provident Fund and that contribution
implementing it effectively, while anticipating its contribution ~was matched by employers. The money went into a private

to a long-term strategy on older persons. account and was intended only for individual use; Singapore

10. There was an urgent need to create employméjrw not believe 'Fha_ltyvorkers s_hould pontribute to a common
opportunities for youth, as a central factor in alleviatin©°) @S that diminished the incentive to save. The second
poverty and marginalization. His delegation was deep |_nC|pIe was th_at_ Fhe fam|ly, not the State, should_take
concerned that, despite the goals set at the World Summit fJiMary responsibility for its aged members. The Chinese
Social Development, approximately 30 per cent of th3aying that “having an old person in the family is like owning

world’s workforce was either unemployed or underemployeai;reasure sumBm(id up thitradltl?]nal IAS|an "?]tt 't# (:]e (tjowardz
No significant effort had been made to promote fyfp'der persons. Believing that such values, which had serve

employment in the developing countries, at a beneficial wad@St Asian society well through 4,000 years of histongusd
rate; in fact, for some developing countries, contractionaRy SUStained, Singapore had enacted legislation to ensure that
policies in pursuit of economic stability had led to a furthel '€ family remained the primary caregiver for older persons.

increase in unemployment. There was a need to promJtre‘e third principle was that the Government could enhance
young people’s access to land, credit, technologies am%f ability of individuals to look after themselves in old age.
information. The agreed conclusions adopted by tHe 0'tS Were being made to extend retirement age and
Commission for Social Development had laid out varioud€nerate appropriate employment opportunities for elderly
means of generating employment opportunities for youth aR§"SONS- At the same time, special incentives, such as tax
vulnerable groups in society. In order to make progress in
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relief and housing incentives were being given toilées to  and recreation filtties; reduced transportation fares for older
assist them in taking care of their older members. persons; exemption from income tax; and concessional

13. His Government's goals for the International Year ¢} €Ctricity, gas and water rates.

Older Persons were to enhance the public awareness ofthe 18. Although the world was ageing, there werengore y
challenges and implications of an ageing society, to promote people than ever before. A nurturing environment for young
the concept of “productive ageing” and to foster people would not only help them to fulfil their potential but
intergenerational ties. It had already formed a committee to  also make the future more secure. Her delegation therefore
study the critical issue of how to balance the competing commended the Government of Portugal for having hosted
demands of the young and the old as society aged. the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth in
ghugust 1998, and supported the measures proposed in the
dbon Declaration on Youth Policies and Programmes. It

elderly people. The implications were not only political anaISO welcomed the recommendations of the Third World

economic but also psychological and spiritual. Member Statggu_th Forum of the United Nations_S_yst(_am, which were
would have to pool their experience and draw on the Wisdogr?s'gned to promote youth participation for human
velopment. Social development was the bedrock upon

that came with age to find both the right questions and tﬁ@_ . ; !
fight answers. which peace, progress and prosperity were built. Sustained

efforts must therefore be made to achieve it.
15. Ms. Ferdaus (Bangladesh) said that as the world

community looked forward to the ye@000, it 1ould review 19. Mr. _PeII _(Unlted States of Amerlga) said that ageing

the goals and objectives set at the World Summit for SociYps aserious issue which deserved national and international
Development in 1995. Social disintegration, endemic pover ’tentlon. Older persons Sh_OF"d e"_‘J‘?y_ff?eqom' mdepender_me
unemployment, crime, drug abuse and an unstable glo Idthe free exercise of individual initiative in managing their
economy continued to impair social development efforts. THVN Ilve_s_. They shquld a's‘? be given employment
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) were facing grav%ppor_tun_mes, protection agamst abuse_,_ neglgct and
difficulties, and older persons, the unemployed, women aﬁéplqgatmn, and_éhe opport;Jnlty t9 pfarltlc_lpate 'T anld
children were the most seriously affected. To ensure socfgntr! _ute ':O adW' e range IO meaningiul civic, cu tural,
development for all, a renewed commitment was necess&Rpcational and recreational activities.

at both the national and the international level. 20. Member States should work with the United Nations

16. Itwas acommon perception that older people requir@éiStem and non-governmental organizations to promote

higher levels of welfare and were a drain on society. The?rOIidarity among generations and to bring about “a society for

ability to contribute to social development through theiftll ages”. His delegation encouraged Member States to inform

wisdom, values and knowledge was often overlooked. Hepd e_duc_ate the general public abo_ut ageing; to rgcog_nize_ f[he
delegation believed that the International Year of O|dé:pntr|but|on ofolder_ persons to S(_Jc'ety; to engage |_n_SC|ent|f|c
Persons would help to change negative perceptions abB‘?ﬁe,arCh and planning for longevity to mget the individual and
ageing. Her Government welcomed the Secretary-Generﬁ‘éc'a‘I ngedg of older persons, and to mcorpqrate a gender
report on preparations for the International Year (A/53/29 prspective into preparatlon's'for the Internat|onal Year of
and agreed that policies were needed which would bd der Persons. Whether sufficient resources existed to care
strengthen individual lifelong development, focusing on self‘-)r older persons and hoyv those resources should be managed
help and independence, and create an enabling environm@ffe also questions which must be addressed.

of families, communities and social institutions. 21. On a more positive note, 77-year-old Senator John
17. Her Government remained committed to thg;lenn, who had been the first man to orbit the Earth 36 years

International Plan of Action on Ageing and had madgreviously, was about to travel into space again, aboard the

elaborate plans for the commemoration of the InternationgPace Shuttle. His flight was h'?hly symbolic artisid help .
Year. In the coming months, it would approve a national pldf ¢féate a positive image of ageing. Moreover, it wou

for meeting the welfare and health care needs of older pers&ﬁ’gt”bme to scientific research on the ageing process. The

and would propose a South Asian Regional Plan of Action iﬂternatlonal Year of Older Persons was a fitting occasion to

Ageing covering the following areas: family integration, onour older persons around the globe for their many

public awareness of the welfare needs of older persor‘f?nt”buuons to their communities and to the world as

special medical and health care services; poverty alleviatid}f"€nts: grandparents, workers, volunteers and role models.
a social security system for older persons; housing; reading

14. The world was moving into uncharted territory. Nev
before had so many societies had such large proportion
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22. Although discussions such as the present one were action strategies and policies for those population groups was
valuable, they must not be seen as the ultimate goal. Member inconceivable. Indeed, one of Cuba’s fundamental
States must focus on and produce results. They must take the achievements of the past three decades had been to guarantee
ideas put forward in the United Nations system and adapt social equity and equal opportunities for all members of
them to their own conditions. His Government remained society. Cuba had been working to implement the World
committed to working with the United Nations, other Programme of Action for Youth to the 2&&0 and
international  organizations and non-governmental Beyond, both nationally and internationally, and welcomed
organizations to create a society which was truly for all ages. the results of the recent World Conference of Ministers

23. Ms. Nishitateno (Japan) said that Japan's rapid?espc_)nsible for Youth. His delegation hoped that the
population ageing was making it difficult for families to takecommitments made at the Conference would be endorsed by

care of their older members. The Government, therefore, V\}Qse Genergl Assembly and incorporated as guidelines for
taking systematic, comprehensive measures to provide all R](?chy-makmg on youth empowerment.

services required by older people. It had enacted legislation 28. Cuba welcomed the proclamation of the International
covering such areas as work and income, health and welfare, Year of Older Persons and pledged to contribute to its
learning, social involvement and the living environment. It ceess. In that connection, an event entitled

was also engaged in various preparations for the International GERONTOVIDA 99 was to be held in Havana from 27
Year of Older Persons, which it hoped would contribute to  September to 1 October 1999 and would include both the
the realization of a true “society for all ages”. third Latin American Congress of the International

24. Today's young people would be instrumental iﬁkssociation of Gerontology and the second Ibero-American

achieving that goal. It was therefore increasingly importallweet'ng QfO'der Adults. Cuba’s pohues W'th_ r_egard to qlder
to devote greater attention to youth-related issues. In tH§E"SONS '”Y‘_"Ve_d bc_)th th? creation ofopp_on_rtlm; for th_elr
connection, theacent first World Conference of Ministers@ctive participation in soglety and the provision of assistance
Responsible for Youth had been a timely and significartﬁ’_those who_ needed it. Qlder persons were Quara”te_ed
event. International cooperation was essential for makitlﬂé"versal medical and hospital coverage and social security

inroads against the problems confronting contemporaryyounfe,nef'ts' C“_ba also supported associations of d|sa_bled
especially drug abuse and organized crime. The actiQgrsons and implemented programmes for such persons in the

participation of young people in all fields of endeavour, an@reas of health, education, employment, artistic and cultural

especially in solving their own problems, was also essenti&l?t'v't'es and sports.

as was mutual understanding and friendship among young 29. His delegation reiterated its proposal for the drafting
people of different countries, to which end Japan was active of an international bill of human rights for théleemium

in promoting international youth exchange programmes. which would emphasize the promotion and protection of the

25. Awareness of the issue of disabled persons had bémts_Of the main_social groups requiring special atteption.
enhanced in Japan by the United Nations Decade of DisabBﬁSp'te_ economic. hardsh|ps gxacerbated_ by the illegal
Persons and by the Asian and Pacific Decade of DisablEFPNOMIC, commercial and financial blockade imposed by the
Persons, which was due to end in 2002. Japan had IauncH ited States of America, Cuba’s Government continued to
its own action plan for persons with disabilitiesi895 and devpte a S|gn_|f|cant and growing proportion of its budget to
was a contributor to the United Nations Voluntary Fund ofic¢ial protection programmes. In 1997, 35.03 per cent of the

Disability. It would also continue to support the internationefhlow‘lI thdgeg had_bee_?hallocated to dsoc_nﬁl securlt()j/, _pUb“C
mine-clearance and victim assistance effort. ealth and education. That contrasted with the trend in most

) ) developing countries, where social spending had declined as
26. Lastly, Member States must continue their efforts t result of the application of neo-liberal policies, the

prepare for the overall review and appraisal of thfaduction in States’ economic capacity and resource
|mplem§ntat|0n of the outcome of the 1995 Wo.rld SUMMyyailability, and the rapid decrease in official development
for Social Development. She expressed gratitude to thgsjstance (ODA). Cuba’s people would never abandon the

Government of Switzerland for its generous offer to host th&sential humanism that had guided its social agenda for the
special session to be devoted to that review in the year 20Q@st three decades.

27. Mr. Reyes Rodriguez(Cuba) said that his Government3g,  Ms. Castro de Barish(Costa Rica), speaking on behalf
was particularly interested in the welfare of young peopl@gthe Central American States, welcomed the statement made
older persons, disabled persons and families. A socig}the Under-Secretary-General to the human dimension for
development programme which did not include affirmativeconomic and Social Affairs. As indicated in the Secretary-
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General's report (A/53/294), the observance of the adeordance with the principles of Islamic law, were among
International Year of Older Persons was based on the the primary concerns of his country’'s Government. All
concepts and strategies emanating from the World Conference persons were encouraged and helped to overcome any
on Ageing, held in Vienna in 1982. The Division for Social physical, psychological, mental, social onomic

Policy and Development had made substantial headway since difficulties which they might face in becoming full and
then in promoting those concepts and strategies, in productive participants in the life of society. Appropriate
cooperation with Governments, United Nations agencies and institutions provided vocational and professional training,
members of civil society. The fact that the launching of the families were encouraged to provide care for children in need,
International Year of Older Persons had coincided with the services for disabled persons were available, and financial,
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human technical and administrative assistance was provided where
Rights was a timely reminder that older persons had human required. Voluntary organizations and the private sector were
rights too. major factors in that connection, working alongside official

31. The action taken by the Central American countrid@vernment agencies. There too, th_e lSI"’_‘m'C_ religion
with regard to older persons was based on the IC)Oliciggcouraged private benevolence and social solidarity, and the

pursued by the Regional Social Commission and the Cent%ﬁ)ver_nmen_t sought Fo fost_er suc_h actions by pr_owdmg
American Integration System. In preparation for thgubgdles. Disabled children, in particular, had benefited and
International Year, her own country had established a natiorﬁ:ﬁn_tlnued t? g)en(;af:jt_ frobT\ dbOth goverfnrnental and prlva_ts q
committee to coordinate events and activities. A plan of acti(?r?s'StanC(_a' nadeed, disabled persons of all ages were provide
for older persons was also being developed. However, théﬁ’gh vocgtlonal and other ”a'”'”g’ enabling the_m to become
were already many health and social services avaiIablem’:JOdUCt'Ve members of society. Both private sector

older persons in Costa Rica. Echoing the theme “A soci€ terprises and government agencie§ were given incentives
for all ages’”, young people receiving Governme employ such persons, to the benefit of all concerned.

scholarships were expected to work with the elderly. The aim  36. Social development in Saudi Arabia had proceeded in
was to teach young people how to relate to older persons, farcordance with the Declaration and Programme of Action
the benefit of both groups. adopted at the World Summit for Social Development, held

32. The Government of El Salvador saw the Internationtl Copephagen In 1995. There _had been substant_|al
Year as an opportunity to help young people learn more ab&ﬁcomph;h_ments in all areas of social development, while
the valuable role of older persons. Activities to mark the yerlﬁ'la_m'c re_llglt_)us and moral values h%‘?‘ been respected. T_he
included publicizing the United Nations Principles for oldef"aNn 0*?19?“‘“9 was tp help all citizens assume their
Persons, the human rights of older persons under the Farﬁﬁ?pons'b'l_'ty of becoming integrated, productive memt?ers
Code and the International Plan of Action on Ageing‘.’f squety, in a context of all-round deve_lopment providing
Commemorative postage stamps were to be issued in 19§gnity and an adequate level of well-being for all.

Older persons would also be encouraged to take part in  3%s. Li Sangu (China) said that the International Year
voluntary activities. of Older Persons would play a key role in drawing attention

33. The Government of Nicaragua was conducting 4 the issues of ageing and the need to provide services for

exhaustive analysis of the progress made in meeting the ne%’?r persons, both of which would create significant social,

of older persons in that country. Such persons enjoyg&onomic and cultural problems in the twenty-first century

comprehensive medical care, were exempt from taxes gid Would also have an impact on global peace and
property and unearned income, paid reduced rates for watgy€loPment. In the case of China, a developing country with
and telephone service and received pensions and fanﬂ@/underdevelqped economy, the current rapid increase in the
allowances. Cultural, recreational and other programmeswé)ljger population would pose a serious challenge. ng
helping older persons to make the transition to an active aﬁ&).v('a'rnment therefore gttached great |'mportance to its
healthy later life. activities in thg field of ageing and had gchleved remarkaple
results. For instance, it had established a system-wide
34. The Central American countries saw the Internationgbtwork of institutions working in that field, as well as a
Year of Older Persons as a starting point for launching a longygijg| security system in which the State, society, the family
term policy for the new millennium which recognized thgyng the individual all endeavoured to promote the welfare of

potential and contributions of older persons. older persons. In that context, the special needs of older
35. Mr. Al-Sudairy (Saudi Arabia) said that socialPersons were gradually being metand their quality of life was
development and the well-being and dignity of all citizendmproving constantly. Government policies and guidelines
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on ageing were also publicized regularly, helping to raise tremendous number of people had been disabled by the
public awareness of ageing and of the need to respect and care  explosion of landmines planted throughout Kuwaiti territory
for older persons. by the Iragi forces. It was also implementing policies and

38. Numerous celebrations and preparatory activities wollifasures aimed at PrOteC“”g dl_sabl_gd persons from_the
be launched in connection with the International Year cPstChOIC_)g'Cal and SOC""}I eﬂeCtS_Ofd'S"’_‘b"'ty anq ?ter?hanc'”g
Older Persons. China had that day signed the Internatiohdf!" €njoyment of all rights, with a view to eliminating the

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and stood ready tgbstacles to their full social integration. In that connection,

increase its exchanges and cooperation with the internatiof§l GOvernmentwas guided by the statement on the various
community and the United Nations system in the field d}eeds of disabled persons contained in the programmes and
» platforms for action of the World Conference on Human

ageing with a view to establishing “a society for all ages”." ) )

o ) ] Rights, the International Conference on Population and
39. Ms. Alvarez (Dominican Republic) said that herpeyelopment, the World Summit for Social Development,
country had taken a number of steps to promote and obsegyg| the Fourth World Conference on Women. It also took into
the International Year of Older Persons. It was, howevefecount the proposals contained in theng-term Strategy to
important to realize that the Year was not an end in itself, bihplement the World Programme of Action concerning

must serve to focus continuing attention on older persons.fjisapled Persons to the Year 2000 and @y,
that connection, the Secretary-General's report on

preparations for the International Year (A/53/294) reflected Ms. Sibal (Uni_ted Nations Educat_ional, Scientific and

society’s changing attitude towards older persons. It was %Jltural_ Organlza_ltlon (UNESCO)) said that the concern at
longer just a question of what society could do for oldet|he soqlal exclusion of o_Ider persons wh_|ch had led to the
persons, but of what they could contribute to society. TH@unchmg of the International Year was directly relevant to

Year could thus be the beginning of steady progress towartag mandate of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
“a society for all ages”. Cultural Organization (UNESCO), whose commitment to the

empowerment of older generations had become intertwined
40.  In most developing countries, the traditional familypith a new approach to education that went far beyond simply
based support system for older persons was being undermiegyiding literacy courses and education for all throughout
by urbanization, industrialization and migration. In planningfe Men and women were now being asked how they thought
for worldwide population ageing, it was essential to take th@ghey could improve their own lives. Opportunities for
situation into account. If a demographic catastrophe wasdeonomic self-sufficiency should be available to everyone.

be averted, older persons must be brought into th§e nternational Year offered an opportunity to discuss what
mainstream and included in policies and programmes acrqggs meant by “a society for all ages”.

the board. The task was a daunting one, but it could not be
avoided. The power and influence of the media could be used: : ) . o ,
to eliminate stereotypes and create a new image of ol derstanding with the American A;soglathn of Retired
persons that was more in keeping with contemporaryrealitiéas(.ar,Sons (AARP?’ the largest or.ganlzayon In 'the world
The International Year could serve as a starting point for tﬁ@d'cated to .the issues of an ageing society, V\_/h'Ch focqsed
necessary change in perceptions that must precede p0|i%9_adU|t learning and the role of older volunteers in promoting

making, by casting ageing in a far more positive light. a‘culture of peace.

UNESCO had just entered into a Memorandum of

41. Ms. Al-Awadhi (Kuwait) said that the provision of care?>: Turning to the current state of basic education, which

for disabled persons was an essential part of the soclids relevant to all the items under discussion, she said that
security system in Kuwait and extended beyond financidlcréased investment in education had recently been

support to include rehabilitation, health, education and spofgcdnized as one of the prites for meeting the challenge

International support was also received in the form &f glob.alization. Since.international Ipans for providing

information exchanges and means of improving the welfa?éjucat'on were und_eswable, Ed.UCE,':lth.n _fgr all must be
of disabled persons. In that connection, the recent enactmbpgnced by a reshaping of countries’ priorities. She hoped
of legislation covering a wide range of disability—relate(ﬁhat the recent initiative adopted by African ministers of

issues was an important achievement, signalling the Stat@@uclat'on' a|r|ne.d at f|nd|rr]1g local solutions to educatlonz;]ll
growing attention to that area. problems, would inspire other education ministers around the

world.
42. Her Government was endeavouring to alleviate the sh | d United Nati & i
severe impact of the Iragi occupation, which had led to arP: e welcomed United Nations efiorts to coordinate

increase in the number of disabled persons. In particular%’%tUth policies. UNESCO had recently coordinated an
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international campaign in which young people would mobilize
their peers for a twenty-first century free of drugs. A youth
charter, based on contributions from young people the world
over, had been drafted as the main instrument of the
international campaign. In the context of making education
a tool for youth empowerment and eliciting the views of young
people on educational reform, UNESCO was organizing
several major events and had participated actively in the Third
World Youth Forum of the United Nations System. It had also
been involved in the first World Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Youth, held in Lisbon in Auguk®98, which
had adopted the Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and
Programmes, to which UNESCO had made an important
contribution, particularly under the segments on education
and peace, and had called for active youth participation during
the celebration of the International Year for the Culture of
Peace. It was tlmugh such activities that UNESCO was
seeking to conceptualize social development and to develop
and implement policies and action strategies.

The meeting rose at 5.35 p.m.



