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The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 93: SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (continued) 

(a) QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION AND TO YOUTH, AGEING, 
DISABLED PERSONS AND THE FAMILY (continued) (A/47/214-E/1992/50, 
A/47/216-E/1992/43, A/47/339, A/47/349, A/47/369 and A/47/415 and Corr.l; 
A/C.3/47/4) 

(b) CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE (continued) (A/47/80-S/23502, 
A/47/87, A/47/88-S/23563, A/47/232-S/24025 and Corr.l, A/47/312-S/24238, 
A/47/344, A/47/356-S/24367, A/47/379, A/47/381, A/47/391 and A/47/399 and 
Corr.l) 

1. Mrs. RAOELINA (Madagascar), speaking under agenda item 93 (a), said that 
the very disturbing social situation in the developing countries, particularly 
in Africa, which was aggravated by indebtedness, the deterioration in the 
terms of trade, protectionist policies and the restrictive monetary and 
financial policies of the developed countries, was a flagrant violation of the 
recognized right to development. The Human Development Report, 1992 indicated 
that there were enormous disparities between the wealthiest and the poorest 
countries, and showed that the situation was particularly dramatic in Africa, 
where 32 of the 47 least developed countries and 18 of the 20 countries ranked 
at the bottom of the human development index were to be found. The collapse 
of communism had left countries that had placed their hopes in socialism in a 
quandry. Democracy and human rights had indeed gained ground, but, as 
indicated in the report, there were no development institutions managing the 
new integrated world economy, democratically and in the interests of the 
world's people. Similarly, the deterioration in living conditions in the 
least developed countries meant that the feeling of greater political security 
at the international level was accompanied by a growing feeling of insecurity 
at the individual level. The family, the basic social unit, was withstanding 
the pressures exerted on it less and less successfully. Health programmes 
that had been set up, particularly for the benefit of children, were not being 
properly implemented owing to a lack of resources, and, driven by necessity, 
people of whom there were ever greater numbers were laying waste to the 
forests and thus merely worsening their situation. 

2. The external constraints were such that the developing countries were 
obliged to use development models that often conflicted with their peoples' 
interests, particularly their cultural interests. Although the poor countries 
must do everything within their power to ensure that their peoples' basic 
needs were met, the rich countries must, for their part, provide the poor 
countries with effective support. Women, children, young people and the aged 
were the members of society who suffered most as a result of the rigours of 
structural adjustment and the debt burden, which were sources of tension and 
political instability. 
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3. The world summit for social development, which should take place in 1995, 
should seek to improve the living conditions of each and every individual. 
The summit could lead to an integrated social development programme and 
contribute to a significant mobilization of resources, lasting development, 
sustained economic growth and, in particular, equitable relationships both 
between individuals and between States, which was the best way of guaranteeing 
social harmony and, consequently, world peace. 

4. Mr. RATA (New Zealand) said that, in a world that had changed, the United 
Nations was reorganizing to better achieve its fundamental objectives. The 
effectiveness of the United Nations in the areas of international security and 
economic cooperation was linked to its effectiveness in promoting social 
development. The New Zealand Prime Minister, Mr. Bolger, reflecting the views 
of the Secretary-General, who had referred in An Agenda for Peace (A/47/277) 
to the multidimensional nature of security, had indicated that social 
structures and policies that failed to produce justice and economic 
advancement and that marginalized minorities were causes of insecurity and 
conflict at an international level. While United Nations efforts to improve 
the situation of people with disabilities and the situation of the aged had 
had some success, a great deal remained to be done. Similarly, the 
difficulties facing young people required a coordinated international 
response. The United Nations could advance its social development activities 
through a successful world summit for social development; however, if concrete 
and tangible results were to be produced, as New Zealand hoped they would be, 
careful planning was required and there needed to be early agreement on the 
focus for the summit and on the summit's objectives. 

5. Mrs. MOLATLHIWA (Botswana) said that, in view of the deterioration in the 
world economic situation and the calamities, aggravated by civil strife and 
tribal clashes, which were overwhelming Africa and other regions of the world, 
Botswana appreciated the fact that social issues were slowly being brought 
closer to centre stage at the United Nations and could no longer be regarded 
as solely domestic issues. Her delegation welcomed the proposal to hold a 
world summit on social development and, together with other delegations, would 
like issues relating to people with disabilities and the aged to be considered 
at the summit. With regard to preparations for the International Year of the 
Family (1994), it was regrettable that only 40 countries had succeeded in 
establishing national coordinating committees. Botswana had already held two 
consultation workshops and was taking steps to hold a national forum where 
non-governmental organizations would be represented, which should result in 
the establishment of a national programme to address family issues. 

6. In his report on policies and programmes involving youth (A/47/349), the 
Secretary-General gave a depressing description of the problems faced by young 
people (unemployment, alcoholism, drug abuse and delinquency). Governments, 
international agencies and non-governmental organizations must join efforts to 
combat those problems, and the financial burden borne by most developing 
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countries must be alleviated in order to pave the way for the provision of 
socio-economic programmes. Botswana set aside a growing share of its national 
budget for development programmes to curb the drift of the rural population to 
urban areas. Furthermore, education, which was now free and to which over 
90 per cent of children had access, and health care, which was also available 
to a large proportion of the population, were among the priorities of the 
Government of Botswana. A coordination unit had been established at the 
Ministry for Labour and Home Affairs, which had produced a draft policy 
designed to involve young people in the country's social, economic, political 
and cultural affairs, and which had encouraged the private sector and 
non-governmental organizations to set up youth projects in consultation with 
young people. Young people and children made up over half of the population 
of Botswana and had the same problems as young people and children elsewhere; 
in particular there had been an increase in the number of street children. 
The National Development Plan for the period 1992-1997 and the 1981 Children's 
Act for the rehabilitation of young offenders focused on preventive action in 
that connection, and a number of non-governmental organizations would be 
assisted with funds. 

7. Despite the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989 
and the holding of the World Summit for Children in 1990, the world remained a 
place full of danger for children (violence, discrimination, exploitation, 
hunger, homelessness and such diseases as AIDS). Her delegation hoped that 
the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children 
would create a better world for children. The Government of Botswana was 
preparing a national plan of action for submission to the Organization of 
African Unity in November 1992. 

8. Ms. WHITE (Canada), speaking on agenda item 93 (a), said that at the 
International Conference of Ministers Responsible for the Status of Persons 
with Disabilities, held at Montreal on 8 and 9 October 1992, it had been 
agreed that a ministerial working group would be established to define a 
mechanism to facilitate collaboration among ministers in the field of ageing 
and the disabled. 

9. In its latest report. Amnesty International had described the conditions 
faced by children, the most vulnerable members of society. Lack of education, 
malnutrition, famine, gratuitous violence and even executions were evils to 
which children continued to be prey. As a result of the Declaration and Plan 
of Action adopted at the World Summit for Children, Canada had taken concrete 
action for children. In addition to measures already implemented at various 
levels of government (legislation requiring the reporting of child abuse cases 
to the proper authorities and the distribution of milk to elementary schools), 
Canada had, as part of the "Brighter Futures" initiative, ratified the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and approved the allocation of 

$2.1 billion to support working parents. Earlier in the year, Canada had 
issued a national action plan, which had been favourably received by UNICEF 
and the Child Development Initiative, which promoted children's well-being. 

/... 
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10. Because families were . n a state of flux, the International Year of the 
Family, to be celebrated in 1994, was very timely. Canada had already begun 
launching various initiatives to celebrate that event, inspired, in several 
cases, by United Nations proposals. One example was the establishment of the 
Committee for the International Year of the Family, which would plan, 
encourage and coordinate public and private initiatives in Canada and 
administer funds to support community-based activities. Canada was also 
active on the international level, having seconded an official to the 
International Year of the Family secretariat in Vienna. It hoped that the 
publication of Families of the World had promoted a better understanding of 
the family internationally, as well. 

11. The States Members of the United Nations having decided that they should 
pursue their discussions, Canada believed that only international cooperation 
in the economic, political and social fields could promote a new vision with 
greater focus on people's basic needs. The world summit for social 
development planned for 1995 should stimulate such cooperation. It should 
also help to determine how to place people at the centre of development and 
international cooperation. The preparatory work for the summit should benefit 
from the goals already defined in the field of population and in the context 
of the Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000 and the Plan of 
Action of the World Summit for Children. Canada shared the concerns expressed 
by the Secretary-General in his report to the Economic and Social Council 
(E/1992/80). The field of social development was very broad, and the 
importance of developing a concise, limited and well-targeted agenda could not 
be overemphasized. Her delegation had three suggestions. First, in order to 
avoid duplication and an added financial burden, the Commission for Social 
Development or a smaller committee established by it should function as the 
preparatory committee for the summit. Next, the Commission should determine 
the broad outlines of the summit agenda at its February 1993 session, and the 
preparatory committee should submit a specific agenda to the General Assembly 
at its forty-eighth session. Finally, the creation of national committees 
should be left to the discretion of individual countries, who looked forward 
to the holding of the summit and its success. 

12. Mr• ALI (Iraq), speaking on agenda item 93 (a), said that social 
development, which was related to the development of the individual, depended 
on a strong economy. However, the reports of United Nations specialized 
agencies showed that social development was very slow or even non-existent in 
some countries, particularly developing countries. That uneven pace of 
development was widening the gap between developed and developing countries. 

13. Iraq believed the situation was due to several factors, notably the debt 
burden, obstacles to the transfer of technologies to developing countries, 
declining commodity and raw materials prices, rising prices for manufactured 
goods, high inflation rates which were exported to developing countries and 
high interest rates. All those factors undermined the economies of developing 
countries. Iraq therefore believed that the United Nations should develop 
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mechanisms to govern relations between States so that developing countries 
could bolster their economies, a move which would certainly have a positive 
effect on social development. 

14. Iraq wished to thank the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, 
Mr. Somavia, for his statement of 20 October 1992 and his progress report on 
the consultations concerning the world summit for social development, 
discussed in document E/1992/80. Iraq favoured the convening of a summit, 
which would have positive results in the developing countries in particular. 
In a communication to the Secretary-General dated 1 January 1992, Iraq had 
emphasized that social development had been hindered in several countries by a 
number of problems (poverty, illiteracy, famine, unemployment, drug abuse, 
inequality between men and women and pollution) and that the establishment of 
democracy and the improvement of the human rights situation in a country 
depended on the country's level of economic development. The industrialized 
countries should bear their share of responsibility in that area. 

15. All development, particularly social development, had ceased in Iraq over 
the past two years because of the unjust embargo imposed by the Security 
Council. That embargo affected the most vulnerable groups in society (women, 
children and the elderly) and would, if continued, seriously hinder the 
country's development. Nevertheless, against all odds, Iraq intended to 
continue its efforts to ensure social development. 

16. Mr. MARUYAMA (Japan) said that economic and political problems had long 
overshadowed social problems. Although that attitude was changing, and, as 
one speaker had noted, investment in social development was as rewarding as 
investment in economic development, fundamental social problems had changed 
very little. The rapid political, social and economic changes on the 
international scene had not brought about social progress; on the contrary, 
they had made conditions worse for the most vulnerable groups the elderly, 
the disabled, women and children whose well-being was important not only in 
and of itself but also for the peace and stability of society. 

17. In the current period of dramatic change, the United Nations itself was 
undergoing major restructuring. Much remained to be done, however: because 
they were multifaceted, social development issues had been dealt with by 
several bodies within the United Nations system. It was essential to improve 
their coordination in order to avoid duplication and promote the optimum 
utilization of limited resources. The Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs must be strengthened to better fulfil its coordination 
and liaison role, thereby fostering a more integrated and effective approach 
to social development programmes. 

18. The two special sessions of the General Assembly devoted to the disabled 
and to ageing reflected the international community's interest in social 
development. With respect to the disabled and the elderly many speakers had 
stated that the time had cone to change emphasis from consciousness-raising 
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to action. The same held true for other aspects of social development such as 
crime and drug abuse control, youth and cooperatives. 

19. His delegation welcomed the Proclamation on Ageing adopted by the General 
Assembly at its 42nd plenary meeting. Unfortunately, while the United Nations 
Decade of Disabled Persons had come to an end, its goals had yet to be 
achieved. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP), at its forty-eighth session, had adopted a resolution on the Asian 
and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 1993-2002, jointly sponsored by 33 
countries, including Japan and the People's Republic of China. Japan attached 
great importance to international cooperation in that area and had contributed 
$700,000 to the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled 
Persons. The Fund should continue to promote activities for all disabled 
persons, but particularly for disabled women and elderly persons and persons 
with multiple disabilities. 

20. The growth in transnational crime particularly, organized crime linked 
to drug trafficking and in urban violence was a source of mounting concern 
to the international community; those scourges, which the criminal justice 
system was powerless to counter, endangered civilization, democracy and social 
stability and even posed a threat to international security. International 
cooperation was therefore urgently needed, particularly in training and 
information activities. As a member of the new Commission on Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice, Japan would continue to support United Nations 
activities in that important area. 

21. Japan also pledged its continued support for the technical cooperation 
and training activities of the United Nations Asia and Far East Institute for 
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, which to date had 
trained more than 2,000 people. 

22. The world summit for social development, to be held in 1995, was of 
concern to the entire world; Japan shared the view of the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General that its agenda should be limited to 
core issues; in addition, it was vital that a precise budget should be 
submitted as soon as possible to the financial authorities of the 
Organization. Japan hoped that the numerous events planned for 1995 would be 
carefully coordinated to ensure that they all contributed to the promotion of 
social development and social justice. 

23. Mr. TSEPOV (Russian Federation), speaking on agenda item 93 (b), said 
that the changes on the world political scene had enabled States to devote 
more attention to socio-economic and cultural issues and to join forces at the 
international level. The growth of criminal circles, however, which were 
becoming increasingly ingenious and diversified and equipped with vast 
financial resources which had enabled them to move freely across national 
frontiers, posed a real threat to the stability and development of countries, 
particularly those whose political, economic and legal systems were undergoing 
a difficult transition period. 



A/C.3/47/SR.17 
English 
Page 8 

(Mr. Tsepov. Russian Federation) 

24. Turning those difficulties to its advantage, the criminal world was 
displaying great adaptability by operating like an organized corporation whose 
power placed it above State structures. His delegation therefore believed 
that organized crime, at both the national and international levels, was 
rightly included among the priorities of the Commission on Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice. It also welcomed the efforts by the participants in the 
Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting on Strategies to Deal with Transnational Crime, 
held at Smolenice, Czechoslovakia, and the International Seminar on Organized 
Crime, held at Suzdal, Russian Federation. Furthermore, the Economic and 
Social Council, in its resolution 1992/23, had invited States members to take 
due account of the recommendations arising from those meetings. 

25. The Secretary-General's reports on crime prevention and criminal justice 
(A/47/381 and A/47/399) gave a good overview of the problems and a fairly 
complete picture of the activities of organized crime, ranging from the new 
(the dumping of dangerous and toxic wastes, black-market dealings in 
transplant organs and falsification of credit cards) to the traditional (the 
illicit arms trade, drug production and trafficking, money laundering and the 
theft of national cultural properties), one of the most insidious of which 
(links with political power and corruption of the law and government 
officials) undermined the very foundations of the State. 

26. The fight against crime, particularly in its most dangerous form, 
organized criminality, was ~oo serious an issue to be discussed routinely by 
the international community and the United Nations; his delegation therefore 
urged all organizations concerned to give it their closest possible attention 
and to formulate recommendations and proposals that would help Member States 
strengthen their legislation, guarantee the normal functioning of their 
institutions and effectively protect the life, property, rights and interests 
of their citizens. 

27. It was imperative that States should pay closer heed to the Guidelines 
for the prevention and control of organized crime in national and 
international activities, which would become more effective if public opinion 
was mobilized through more active collaboration with non-governmental and 
intergovernmental international organizations. Furthermore, those States 
which had already developed legislation to deal with organized crime (in 
particular money laundering, the tracing, monitoring and forfeiture of 
proceeds of crime and the monitoring of large-scale cash transactions) should 
share their experience with other States that wished to adopt laws or to 
broaden their legislation in those areas. It would thus be possible to limit 
the room for manoeuvring and to ensure better surveillance of the 
transnational activities of criminal organizations which currently profited 
from weak legislations. The problem of organized crime had become 
particularly acute in the Republics of the former Soviet Union, whose criminal 
organizations refused to recognize the sovereignty of the new independent 
States and endeavoured to operate throughout all their territories as if they 
still constituted a single space. Russia and the majority of its neighbouring 

/... 
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States had realized that they could only check that phenomenon by coordinating 
their activities, and they had begun to take appropriate steps, such as the 
Kiev meeting of ministers of internal affairs of the States members of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, which had stressed that only joint efforts 
by the law enforcement bodies of all the States of the former Soviet Union 
could enhance the effectiveness of the battle against crime; the meeting 
resulted in the signing of a cooperation agreement between the ministers of 
internal affairs of the States members of the Commonwealth and of the Republic 
of Estonia concerning efforts to combat the illicit trafficking in drugs and 
psychotropic substances. 

28. The time had thus come for much closer cooperation in combating organized 
criminality and other forms of crime. In that regard, the United Nations, by 
virtue of its authority, had a major role to play by participating in joint 
activities undertaken by the international community. 

29. Mr. Jallow (Gambia). V.ice-Chairman, took the Chair. 

30. Mr. CAMPOS (Chile), speaking on agenda item 93 (b), said that, safety was 
an area of concern of all citizens in any society but one in which the State 
should play a fundamental role. In view of the upsurge in transnational 
crime, however, international cooperation was also required. 

31. A step forward had been taken at the Eighth United Nations Congress on 
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held at Havana in 
1990, and at the Ministerial Meeting on the Creation of an Effective United 
Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, held in France in 
November 1991; those events had led to resolution 46/152, by which the General 
Assembly had adopted the Declaration of Principles and the Programme of Action 
of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme and had 
resolved to establish a new Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice, whose first sessioi had been held at Vienna in April 1992. 

32. Citing the Secretary-General's report on the strengthening of 
international cooperation in combating organized crime (A/47/381), he 
regretted that the classic forms of illicit international traffic such as the 
traffic in narcotic drugs and weapons and money laundering had been 
supplemented by such new forms of crime as the black market in human organs, 
crimes against cultural property and the traffic in toxic substances and 
wastes. Those forms of crime posed a threat to public morality and undermined 
the rule of law and the stability of democratic systems. By distorting market 
dynamics, they also threatened to become a source of economic and financial 
instability, particularly damaging to the developing countries. The growing 
complexity of crime made detection and control increasingly difficult. 
International cooperation, particularly within the context of the United 
Nations and non-governmental organizations, was more necessary than ever 
before. It was essential to harmonize legislations through international 
conventions and to strengthen regional and global cooperation mechanisms. 
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33. Aware of the need to adopt legislation covering the new forms of crime, 
the Chilean Parliament was studying new legislation on drug trafficking, and, 
in particular, money laundering. Chile was also endeavouring to revise its 
adoption legislation, since the traffic in children was also connected with 
organized crime. In addition, the Chilean Parliament would shortly enact new, 
modern legislation on computer-related matters and planned to enact 
legislation on organ transplants, taking guidance from the relevant 
discussions in the United Nations. 

34. Crime prevention also required improvements in education, the eradication 
of poverty, the modernization of the economy and an effective judicial system, 
equipped with the necessary resources. Chile's three major objectives with 
regard to crime were the prevention of crime, the rehabilitation of offenders 
and the prevention of recidivism. 

35. Violence was a recurrent theme in contemporary culture, as reflected in 
the media. It was important for States and societies to respond by 
reaffirming the ethical values which should be the basis of society. 
Accordingly, Chile had initiated a programme to improve the quality of 
education with a budget of $243 million, of which $170 million had been 
financed by the World Bank. It was the first time that the World Bank had 
supported a project of that nature. 

36. Other measures had been adopted or were under consideration: a programme 
to assist female heads of household, legislation on family violence, the fight 
against traditional forms of discrimination in Chilean society, measures to 
assist young people (the creation of a national youth institute, the 
establishment of a fund for cultural initiatives, the funding of youth 
organizations, etc.); moreover, anything which promoted public health, 
housing, social security, sports and recreation also helped to prevent 
criminality. In order to enhance crime-prevention efforts and to encourage 
the rehabilitation of offenders, Chile had remodelled its bail and probation 
regimes and was endeavouring to improve its penitentiary system. 

37. Provisions had been incorporated into the Penal Code which made genuine 
repentance a factor mitigating criminal responsibility. Moreover, in 
accordance with international agreements, juvenile delinquents were no longer 
subject to criminal penalties, but only to correctional measures. Another 
preventive measure, an alcohol control act, was currently in preparation. New 
criminal courts had been established and the material and human resources of 
the police had been enhanced. 

38. The war against crime should not make people forget that criminal justice 
was a means for society to defend itself and that the laws must be enforced 
with due regard for the rights of those who violated them. 

/... 
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39. Ms• PHORNMONGKOL (Thailand), referring to agenda item 92 (a), said that 
her country had initiated a number of programmes and policies to safeguard the 
well-being of children, including the adoption of the National Youth Policy 
(implemented since 1979) and the establishment of the National Youth Bureau. 
The development of children and young people was also one of the objectives of 
the five-year economic and social development plan. The labour laws had been 
revised to specify the kind of work which children could do and the 
permissible working hours and to prohibit the employment of children under 13 
years of age. Likewise, the availability of primary education in rural areas 
and the enhancement of compulsory education had contributed to safeguarding 
the long-term welfare of children. 

40. In 1992, her Government had acceded to the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child and had adopted a National Declaration on Children, drafted in 
accordance with the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and 
Development of Children. 

41. Thailand believed that the constructive integration of youth into society 
was crucial to development and must be addressed as national policy. The 
tenth anniversary of the International Youth Year, in 1995, would be an 
opportunity for the international community to refocus attention on issues 
relating to youth and to stimulate renewed action at all levels. At the same 
time, the World Youth Programme of Action must continue to be supported. 

42. Because of its awareness that the family was the very foundation of 
society, Thailand had established a National Committee on the Family and had 
undertaken a new analysis of family law. At the international level, it had 
participated in the preparations for the Internation Year of the Family and, 
in that context, would establish a National Assembly on the Family in 1993. 

43. Lastly, she expressed her delegation's support for the convening in 1995 
of the world summit for social development, which would be an opportunity to 
take stock of what had been achieved and what remained to be done in that area. 

44. Mr. MARTELLI (Italy), speaking as Minister of Justice and referring to 
agenda item 93 (b), expressed his Government's support for the Organization's 
efforts in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice, and welcomed 
the results achieved in the first phase of the new Programme of Action adopted 
at the Ministerial Meeting on the Creation of an Effective Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice Programme, held at Versailles in 1991. 

45. The growth of crime in Italy had prompted the Government to adopt 
important new measures which had also improved international cooperation in 
that area. Special Public Prosecutor's Offices, both regional and national, 
had been set up to supervise investigations into Mafia crimes; they could 
serve as reference centres for international investigations into organized 
crime. The provisions of the criminal code governing judicial assistance were 
being revised, both in order to overcome the difficulties concerning issues of 
Mtradition and mutual assistance and to develop new forms of cooperation, 
especially with regard to the confiscation of the proceeds of crime, in 
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compliance with recent international agreements in that area. The objective 
was not only to punish crim .nal acts, but also to disrupt the structure of the 
organizations themselves and to exhaust their sources of revenue. The 
confiscation of the proceeds of crime limited the means available for the 
perpetration of further crimes and prevented the transfer of illegally 
acquired assets to legitimate business enterprises. Together with legislation 
on money laundering and active cooperation between financial institutions 
within the framework of criminal investigations, new measures had been 
adopted, such as the confiscation of illegally acquired assets, and more 
radical measures were currently under study. To that end, it had been 
necessary to change the traditional rules governing the taking of evidence in 
criminal proceedings, and to adopt special procedural rules allowing for the 
effective implementation of decisions, as well as measures to combat the 
problem of illegally acquired assets. 

46. In order for measures at the national level to have the desired effects, 
however, it was important to harmonize national regimes with those in effect 
in other countries and to strengthen international cooperation between law 
enforcement agencies and representatives of the judicial authorities. Within 
the framework of the Council of Europe and the European Community, Italy had 
actively supported all initiatives to promote a harmonized, if not a unitary, 
European criminal jurisdiction, and to integrate national justice systems. 
His Government believed that the "regional" European environment was 
favourable to the overcoming of the problems of differing legal systems, and 
that it would be still more favourable once the Treaty on European Union had 
entered into force. 

47. His Government believed that the harmonization of criminal law could be 
achieved in the context of the United Nations in respect of crimes which the 
international community considered to have international importance. To that 
end, consensus should be sought on the definition of criminal activities and 
on intensifying international cooperation, which should not be limited to the 
fight against drug trafficking, but should extend to all forms of organized 
crime. 

48. It was necessary to develop new methods for the blending of investigative 
and evidence-gathering techniques, through cooperation in specific instances 
between authorities of different countries, on the model of the strong 
collaboration between Italian and foreign authorities which had recently led 
to the discovery of major trafficking networks and the recovery of large 
amounts of money. 

49. Likewise, the training of judicial personnel should be given 
international dimension. He had encouraged several initiatives, within the 
framework of the European Community, to improve the technical and scientific 
competence of judicial personnel so as to enable them to face complex 
phenomena such as organized crime and to allow a fruitful exchange of 
experience between countries. 

/... 
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50. He welcomed the result: of the first session of the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice, held at Vienna in April 1992, particularly 
the priority given in the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice 
programme for the period 1992-1996 to organized crime, money laundering and 
the role of criminal law in the protection of the environment. That choice 
had been corroberated by the European Community's adoption, on the initiative 
of Italy, of a resolution on money laundering and the adoption by the Economic 
and Social Council of resolution 1992/23 on organized crime, which requested 
the Secretary-General to continue the analysis of information on criminal 
activities and to promote international cooperation in that area. Italy would 
contribute fully to the implementation of those recommendations. The 
Commission had correctly emphasized training, assistance and technical 
advisory services, taking into account the needs of developing countries. The 
United Nations should not, however, limit itself to technical cooperation, but 
should continue discussing and devising international standards in the fields 
of criminal justice and human rights. 

51. The provisions on the monitoring of the results achieved in 
implementation of the decisions of the Commission should make it possible more 
effectively to adapt the Programme to real needs. For that reason, he hoped 
that additional resources commensurate with the importance of international 
cooperation in combating crime would be made available to the Programme and 
that countries would be encouraged either to provide financial support for 
operational activities or to supply services, technical assistance or advisory 
services directly. It also was necessary to continue cooperating with 
non-governmental organizations. The establishment of the International 
Scientific and Professional Advisory Council, with headquarters in Italy, 
demonstrated the support of the Italian Government for the Programme, which 
also enjoyed the support of external contributions. 

52. Turning to the guestioa of the establishment of an international criminal 
court, which would be dealt with thoroughly in the Sixth Committee, he said 
that his Government support 3d the idea of an international court competent to 
deal with crimes against peace and humanity and certain international or 
transnational crimes. The establishment of such a mechanism would demonstrate 
that States were willing to find a common solution to crimes against the 
international community, strengthen recourse to legal redress as a result of 
the moral prestige of and tie scope of decisions taken by, such a body, and 
thereby would strengthen world peace and stability. 

53. His Government believed that the traditional tools of international 
cooperation, even if strengthened, were not always sufficient to guarantee the 
effective repression of international or transnational crimes. For example, 
the well-known principle of "prosecute or extradite" often was drastically 
hampered by legal and political factors. Several recent cases had shown that 
justice could be paralysed by the conflicting interests of countries and by a 
reciprocal lack of confidence in the respective judicial systems of States. 
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The impossibility of reaching a legal solution could give rise to severe 
international tensions. Unresolvable conflicts of jurisdiction might arise, 
either because the State in which the accused resided for various reasons 
showed reluctance to extradite him, or because the State decided to proceed 
against the individual in circumstances unsatisfactory to the injured State. 

54. The existence of an international criminal court would make it possible 
to avoid such conflicts of jurisdiction and would reduce requests for 
extradition, and the decisions of the court would carry substantial moral and 
juridical weight. The international court also could be called upon to deal 
with transnational criminal acts, in respect of which there could be concern 
that the overlapping of complex national legal systems might hamper 
investigations and the smoo-~h administration of justice. The intervention of 
an international criminal court also appeared useful in situations such as 
armed conflicts, when the normal channels of judiciary cooperation among 
States could not be used or it was not possible to count on the satisfactory 
working of the judicial system of the appealing party in order to guarantee 
the interests of the other party or third parties. For all those reasons, his 
Government, although aware of the difficulty of establishing such a legal 
structure, hoped that the technical difficulties could be overcome, bearing in 
mind the existence of a large body of literature on the subject and the 
urgency of the problem, and hoped that the International Law Commission, whose 
work it supported without reservation, would be given the appropriate mandate 
to prepare, as soon as possible, a draft statute for an international criminal 
court. 

55. Lastly, urgent measures must be adopted concerning the crimes which had 
been committed and were still being committed in the territories of the former 
Yugoslavia and, in that respect, he welcomed the adoption by the Security 
Council of resolution 780 (1992) on the establishment of a Commission of 
Experts to gather evidence of grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions and 
other violations of international humanitarian law. 

56. Mrs. LOPES DA ROSA (Guinea-Bissau) welcomed the end of the cold war, 
which had reduced the danger of nuclear war, and the progress made in the 
field of human rights. Reaffirming the key role of the United Nations, she 
said that it was urgent to take advantage of the new climate of understanding 
and cooperation to resolve regional conflicts and attack underdevelopment, 
which was the cause of instability. 

57. Progress in the social and economic spheres unfortunately had not met the 
expectations generated by the changes in the world order. Millions of the 
world's children were dying daily, malnutrition was disabling innumerable 
people, and poverty continued to prevail in the developing countries. 
Eighty per cent of the world's wealth belonged to 15 per cent of its 
population, while 1.5 billion human beings lived in abject poverty. 

58. The situation in Africa was particularly alarming. Three quarters of the 
least developed countries were in Africa, which was the only region of the 
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globe where debt was higher than economic output; Africa also was the victim 
of terrible natural disasters (including drought and desertification). 

59. The international community must make a greater effort to eradicate human 
suffering as a prerequisite for sustained and equitable social development. 
Economic and social issues were in fact indissociable from one another, since 
the lack of financial resources hampered the implementation of social 
programmes. 

60. She therefore looked forward to the convening of a world summit for 
social development, the world conferences on human rights and women and the 
population conference, the observance of the International Year of the Family 
and the convening of a conference on the African child. 

61. Her delegation believed that development must entail the elimination of 
disparities between nations and within nations, and it supported the 
suggestions contained in the note by the Secretary-General in document 
E/1992/80 concerning the issues to be addressed at the world summit on social 
development. 

62. She welcomed the preparation of a plan of action for family welfare 
within the framework of the International Year of the Family and described the 
efforts which her country had undertaken on behalf of the family despite its 
economic and social problems, which were aggravated by structural adjustment 
policies. 

63. The elderly traditionally played an important role in the society of her 
country. She therefore welcomed the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of 
the adoption of the International Plan of Action on Ageing and the adoption of 
draft resolution A/47/L.5/Rev.l by which the General Assembly had adopted the 
Proclamation on Ageing and had decided to declare the year 1999 the 
International Year of Older Persons; she endorsed the recommendations of the 
Secretary-General concerning the adoption by the General Assembly of 
international objectives on ageing. 

64. Her country considered it deplorable that ten years after the adoption of 
the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the proclamation 
of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, the objectives were far from 
having been achieved. Disabled persons in her country there were many as a 
result of war and disease were cared for by the State and enjoyed social 
benefits. Her delegation supported the proposals by the Secretary-General, in 
particular, those calling for a United Nations system-wide programme of 
action, but emphasized that the developing countries would need additional 
international cooperation in order to implement the programme. Her country 
planned to hold a major celebration in honour of the International Day of 
Disabled Persons proclaimed in draft resolution A/47/L.4. 
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65. Youth should receive priority attention in social development programmes, 
for the future of countries was in their hands. There were more than one 
billion young people in the world, the majority of whom lived in developing 
countries and were particularly threatened by illiteracy, unemployment, 
underemployment, a lack of professional qualifications and disease, all 
factors which contributed to the increase in juvenile delinquency and crime. 
Owing to a lack of financial resources, the International Youth Year had not 
had the expected results; her delegation therefore welcomed the decision to 
celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Year in 1995, for that would provide an 
opportunity to evaluate measures already adopted and formulate a world 
programme of action to the year 2000. 

66. It was impossible to be indifferent to an economic and social order which 
the international community recognized was unjust. Her delegation reaffirmed 
its commitment to the ideals of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 
1948 and to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 1966. At 
the current stage of international detente, the United Nations increasingly 
was called upon to play a catalytic role in the service of peace and 
development. 

67. Mrs. AL-KHALID (Kuwait) said that according to international statistics 
disabled persons made up 10 per cent of the world's population. Unless the 
rights of that population group were respected, it would find itself excluded 
from society, with a concomitant impact on the groups which supplied it with 
social and cultural services. Plans and programmes must therefore be devised 
to protect disabled persons, help them to be self-sufficient, and integrate 
them fully in the life of society. The protection of disabled persons was a 
moral as much as an economic and social question: it revealed the progress 
made by individual societies. 

68. In Kuwait the protection of disabled persons was guaranteed in the 1962 
Constitution which devoted 'ihree articles to equality of opportunities for all 
citizens. That guarantee was expressed in material form in the activities of 
public or private centres and bodies furnishing services or finding jobs for 
the disabled. A disabled person had been elected to Parliament to represent 
that social group and would take part in the drafting of the relevant official 
policies. 

69. The implementation of the international community's programmes for 
disabled persons was encountering difficulties, including armed conflicts and 
the occupation of neighbouring countries. The occupation of Kuwait, for 
example, had led to an increase in the number of disabled persons as a result 
of the explosion of mines or the use of torture in detention centres. 

70. The consequences of the occupation of Kuwait were still being felt. The 
Iraqi regime was still turning the Kuwaitis which it held in detention into 

/... 
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mentally sick persons. The international community must obtain authorization 
for the International Committee of the Red Cross to visit detention centres in 
Iraq to bring pressure to bear on the Iraqi regime and secure the prisoners' 
release. 

71. Despite the suffering which Iraq's aggression had caused, the Kuwaiti 
people had not neglected its humanitarian responsibilities: despite the 
destruction suffered by Kuwait, its social protection centres had continued to 
make their services available to Kuwaiti and other disabled persons, including 
eight Iraqis. 

72. The United Nations must use sanctions to outlaw from the international 
community States which had recourse to physical and psychological torture and 
the use of land-mines, for such practices led to considerabe increases in the 
numbers of disabled persons. It must put an end to the activities of 
aggressor and oppressor States which scorned human rights and continued to 
stockpile weapons of mass destruction. In that connection, her delegation was 
also keenly aware of the sufferings of the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and of the Palestinian, Lebanese and Somali peoples, which had also seen their 
numbers of handicapped persons increase. 

73. In the 1990s the United Nations programme on disability must create the 
conditions for equalization of opportunities for the disabled, especially with 
regard to job openings and to rehabilitation conceived as adaptation to the 
disabled of the environment in which they lived. Information organs must also 
put pressure on the international community to accord greater attention to the 
problems of that population group. 

74. Mrs. VALLE (Cuba) said that, because poverty and despair were the 
lifeblood of an international economic system which wanted to rule for all 
eternity, it had still not proved possible to close the gap between the rich 
of the North and the poor of the South, even though the problem threatened 
international security and stability. 

75. The full realization of the economic, social and cultural rights of 
hundreds of millions of human beings would never be anything but a pipedream 
until action was taken to correct the effects of the deterioration in the 
economic situation in the 1980s, the debt crisis and structural adjustment 
programmes, which had led to a general drop in living standards, increased 
destitution and declines in the main economic and social indicators in the 
developing countries. 

'6. Given that gloomy situation, her delegation attached great importance to 
the convening of a world summit for social development which would enable the 
United Nations to focus its activities on meeting the needs of the peoples of 
the world by stimulating a debate on all the aspects of social problems and 
encouraging the adoption of the concrete solutions which they required. 

/.. 
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77. For more than 30 years Cuba had been wrestling with the difficulties 
inherent in any development process imprisoned by a global economic crisis, 
difficulties made worse by the imposition of an economic blockade designed to 
deny the Cuban people its right to development and better living standards. 
The Cuban people remained nevertheless extremely proud of the great progress 
which the building of an infinitely more just and human society had enabled it 
to achieve in the social field. 

78. Mr. OULD MOHAMED MAHMOUD (Mauritania), speaking on behalf of the 
countries members of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), said that the continuing 
deterioration in the world social situation had disappointed the hopes raised, 
especially in the developing countries, by the upheavals of recent years. The 
growing gaps between the countries of North and South, which stemmed from the 
nature of the international economic system, meant more people living in total 
destitution, more people with no access to health care, and more people who 
could not read or write. 

79. The developing countries had shown that they were ready to cooperate 
fully with the international financial institutions in order to implement the 
proposed economic stabilization policies. However, it must be recognized that 
the problem of the developing countries could be solved only by the creation 
of a new partnership for development. The initiative for the convening of a 
world summit for social development had therefore come at the right time. The 
summit would coincide with the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations and 
ought to provide an opportunity to reaffirm the political commitment to work 
for social progress and the achievement of better living standards in a 
greater freedom. 

80. The current economic crisis was having a particularly serious impact on 
vulnerable social groups such as the disabled, the elderly and the young. The 
case of young people illustrated the gap between the nobleness of the 
initiatives taken by the United Nations for their benefit, such as the first 
World Youth Assembly and the holding of International Youth Year in 1985, and 
the realities of the international economic order which prevented young people 
from participating fully in economic, social and cultural life. Several 
million young people in the developing countries did not attend school. Those 
who left their own localities in the hope of a better life in town found 
themselves, owing to the lack of reception machinery and job opportunities, 
left to their own devices when they did not succumb to the scourges of 
juvenile delinquency, drug addiction and violence. 

81. Only with the help of realistic new international economic relations 
could the developing countries find all the necessary resources for youth 
programmes. But young people were in the best position to identify their own 
needs and express their own aspirations. They must therefore be involved in 
any meetings or activities concerning young people. 
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82. The disappearance of ideological confrontation and the celebration in 
1995 of the tenth anniversary of International Youth Year were an invitation 
to the international community to turn its attention to the problems of the 
younger generation, definitely the most complicated of all the problems which 
every society now had to tackle in the preparation of a draft world youth 
programme of action. The Committee might also recommend the convening of a 
second World Youth Assembly. 

83. The family was the basic unit of society and was therefore the 
institution most seriously affected by the widespread increase in poverty. 
The International Year of the Family in 1994 would provide an opportunity for 
considering the changes which must be made if the family was again to play its 
role of protector of all its members. Tunis, the capital of one of the 
countries of the Arab Maghreb, was to host the preparatory meeting for the 
Year for the African and West Asian region. 

84. Mrs. KAMAL (Secretary) said that in document A/C.3/47/L.12, which 
contained the amendments proposed by Turkey to draft resolution A/C.3/47/L.9, 
the word "Recalling" should be replaced by "Reaffirming". 

The meeting rose at 12.20 p.m. 




