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The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 91: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
(A/C.3/43/%.10/Rev.1}

Draft resolution A/C.3/43/L.10/Rewv.l

1. Mr. RICHTER (German Democratic Republic) introduced draft resolution
A/C.3/43/L.10/Rev.l on behalf of the sponsors. On the occasion of the fortieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the sponsors deemed it
necessary to recall that the International Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid constituted an important iantermational
instrument in the fieid of human rights. Universal ratification of the Convention
would effectively contribute to the attainment of the objectives of the Declaration
and to the eradication of the crime of apartheid. In the current text, as in
previous Third Committee draft resolutions on the subject, the policy of apartheid
had been identified as the root-cause of the conflict in southern Africa, and the
policy pursued by the Pretoria régime had been characterized as a gross violation
of human rights and a crime against humanity, seriously threatening international
peace and security. In common with the vast majority of Member States, the
sponsors considered that the Security Council should take further action in
accordance with Chapter VII of the Charter. They had relied on the findiags
contained in the report of the Group of Three (E/CN.4/1988/32) for a number of
formulations used in the operative part, particularly with regard to the need to
have transnational corporations cease their operations in South Africa and Namibia,
and the adoption of a number of other measures by ember States, the specialized
agencies, non-governmental organizations and the Secretary-General.

2. The sponsors of draft resolution A/C.3/43/L.10/Rev.l hoped that it would find
widespread support in the Thiré Committee.

AGENDA ITEM 8S: QUESTION OF AGING (A/43/583)

AGENDA ITEM 90: POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES INVOLVING YOUTH (A/43/601; A/C.3/43/L.13)
AGENDA ITEM 92: IMPLEMENTATION COF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACTION CONCERNING
DISABLED PERSONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS (A/43/3,
A/43/634)

AGENDA ITEM 93: CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE (A/43/3, A/43/354 and
Corr.1l, A/43/370, A/43/572)

AGENDA ITEM 107: FAWILIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS (A/43/570)
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AGENDA ITEM 144: RESPONSIBILITY OF STATES 10 SAN IN THEIR TERRITORY, AND TO
REFRAIN FROM INSTIGATING OR SUPPORTING IN THE TERRITORY OF OTHER STATES,
CHAUVINISTIC, RACIST AND OTHER MANIFESTATIONS THAT MAY CAUSE DISCORD BETWEEN
PEOPLES AND INVOLVEMENT OF GOVERNMENTS AND THE MASS MEDIA IN COMBATING SUCH
MANIFESTATIONS AND IN EDUCATING PEOPLES AND YOUTH IN THE SPIRIT OF PEACEFUL
CO-OPERATION AND INTERNATIONAL ENTENTE; AND EVALUATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
DECLARATION ON THE PROMOTION AMONG YOUTH OF THE IDEALS OF PEACE, MUTUAL RESPECT AND
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN PEOPLES

3. Mr., OSNATCH (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic), referring to agenda

item 8y, said that the few years remaining before the observance in 1992 of the
tenth anniversary of the adoption of the International Plan of Action on Aging
should be used to give fresh impetus to policies and programmes for the elderly.
As pointed out by the Secretary-General in his report (A/43/583), social action
undertaken by Governments in that area should be supported by international
co-operation for development. The success of the measures adopted would depend on
the attainment of the objectives laid down in such instruments as the Declaration
on Social Progress and Development, the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade and the Declaration on the Right to
Development. Under the requirements of social justice, States and soclety had a
duty to meet the needs oI those who could not work normally. Accordingly, the
disabled and the elderly should be able, to the extent permitted by their physical
and mental capabilities, to hold a job, participate in social life and feel nseful
to society.

4. The development of social consumer funds in the Ukrainian SSR made it possible
for the elderly and the disabled to enjoy a whole range of services and benefits,
and lead a normal life. In particular, any retired person who so desired (as was
the case with one third of the retired population) had an opportunity to perform a
job suited to his or her physical capability and professional qualifications.
Special working conditions were arranged for persons with disabilities. There was
a list of occupations and jobs reserved on a priority basis for the retired and the
disabled. There were so many applicants that they could not all be accepted. The
ongoing reduction of the administrative staff of ministries and public agencies
(reaching 40 to 50 per cent of the staffing table in some casen) posed special
problems in that regard,

5. During the past year, a wide-ranging survey had been conducted in the
Ukrainian SSR with a view to improving living conditions and recreational
facilities for war veterans and retired persons. The survey, lasting six months,
had covered 8.3 of the 10 million retired persons in the Republic. It showed that
for the most part they received the benerits to which they were entitled, but
identified certain operational shortcomings among some of the regional and federal
agencies in charge. During the period, over 1.5 million proposals and requests of
various kinds had been made. More than half of the requests, concerning,

inter alia, improvements in housing conditions, improvements in the supply of fuel
to rural areas, other supply problems, and medical problems, had been satisfied.
That exercise had stimulated activities by social establishments and organigzations
serving the retired. It had been realized that such activities must be on a
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long-term basis. Accordingly, the executive committees of a number of local
soviets had adopted comprehensive programmes of assistance to the disabled and to
persons living alone.

6. The Ukrainian SSR shared the conviction expressed by the General Assembly in
resolution 42/51 that the elderly must be considered an important and necessary
element in the development prccess. It proposed to give fresh impetus to
activities aimed at implementing the recommendations of ihe International Planm of
Action on Aging. It felt that there was a need to strengthen the co-ordinating
role of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs at Vienna, with

regard to the accivities of the United Nations system in the field of aging.

7. Mrs. MUTHUSAMY (Malaysia), speaking on agenda items 89, 90 and 92, said that
for a developing country like Malaysia the invaluable resources of youth, the
experience of the elderly, the social and intellectual contributions of the
disabled and the cohesiveness of families were important ingredients for success.
Drug abuse, malaise among young people, neglect of the aged and the disabled or a
change in family values could have disastrous consequences. Not only the
Government, but also the people as a whole, were under an obligation to ensure that
those issues received the attention they deserved.

8. Malaysia still had a relatively young population, and the Government therefore
had to implement many programmes involving young people. Malaysia subscribed to
the objectives of the International Youth Year and her delegation noted with
interest the report of the Secretary-General (A/43/601), which mentioned the
encouraging follow-up activities to the Year as well as a number of obstacles which
had hindered progress in that regard. In Malaysia young people, who constituted
the majority of the population, played a vital role in the process of economic and
social development and nation-building. The Ministry of Youth and Sports and the
Malaysian Youth Council had the primary responsibility in that regard and provided
moral and financial support so that young people could participate not only in
national socio-economic development but also in regional and intermational
co-operation activities. Young people were also politically active. Malaysia had
taken many steps to strengthen the progrummes and policies mentioned in

paragraphs 18 to 36 of the Secretary-General's report (A/43/601). It was proud of
its policy, which recognized the important role played by young people in national
development.

9. One major area of concern involving young people was drug abuse and illicit
trafficking, which had become a world-wide danger that could not be
over-emphasized. In that regard, the Goverrment was applying strict repressive
measures and implementing rehabilitation and awareness programmes to deter children
and young people from taking drugs. It was a question to which all Governments
should pay attention.

10. As stated in the Secretary-Gemeral's report (A/43/583), the majority of the

world's population aged 60 and over currently lived in the developing countries,
and that proportion would continue to increase. In Malaysia and other countries of
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the region the proportion of the population in that category was relatively small,
but was projected to increase at an accelerating rate in the first two decades of
the twenty-firat century. Her delegation agreed with the Secretary-General that
priorities needed to be lde¢ntified and resources pooled to tackle the consequences
of that phenomenon. It supported the Secretary-General's recommendation that a
world-wide round of activities should be launched on the tenth anniversary of the
World Assembly on Aging in 1992, Malaysia welcomed the establishment of the
International Institute on Aging in Malta pursuant to Economic and Social Council
resolution 1987/41.

11, In Malaysia, the question of aging fell within the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Welfare Services. It was being given emphasis in the Government's
social policies and programmes, and was also being taken into account in the
formulation of a new welfare policy which was expected to be completed early in
1989, Fully aware of tho need to promote the issues relating to the aging in the
development process, her delegation noted with interest the part of the report
(A/743/583) concerning the second review and appraisal of the implementation of the
International Plan of Action on Aging to be undertaken by the Commission for Social
Development in 1989,

12, The gquestion of the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerniny
Disabled Persons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons deserved greater
emphasis, not only by the Third Committee but also by States Members of the United
Nations. Like the Secretary-General, her delegation regretted that only 31
Governments had submitted observations on the recommendations of the Global Meeting
of Experts to Review the implementation of the World Programme of Action at the
mid-point of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. Although her
delegation was aware that the recommendations of the Global Meetings of Experts had
not been unanimously supported, it nevertheless urged Governments to respond to the
Secrotary-General's appeal and express their views on those recommendations,

13. Malaysia had taken action to implement one nf the main themes of the World
Programme of Action by promoting the developmen’. of organizations for and of
disabled persons. The Government provided grauts, operated programmes and supplied
services and a number of organizations and associations supplemented its actions,
The Ministry of Welfare Services had a division dealing solely with the
rehabilitation of the disabled and also encouraged public participation by
promoting new services and facilities for the disabled at the national, state and
district levels. An intor-Ministry committee co-ordinated all governmental
measures for the disabled. The disabled were given various types of assistance and
grants to help them buy artificial aids and find employment, a.d plans were being
made to help disabled persons to participate in land development schemes. It
should be noted that disabled women were given equal opportunities in all sectors.
Local government authorities and public transport agencies took steps to enable
disabled persons to move about easily.
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14. Mr, ZHANG (China), referring to agenda item 89, ohservsd that since the
adoption of the International Plan of Action on Aging in 1982, the United Nations
had consistently undertaken many activ!:ies in that area which, despite limitod
resources and reduced staff, had prodr ;ed appreciable results. Those efforts
should be strengthened and the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs should continue to play a co-ordinating role in that regard.

185. Owing to the aging cf its population, China had set itself a number of
practical objectives and had taken measures adaptsd to tho specific conditions
prevailing in the country. Currently, 90 per cent of the prcvinces, municipalities
and autonomous regions had set up committees on aging. The number of associations
for the elderly (art and sport associations, book clubs) was continually increasing
and there were special radio and televisioun programmes devoted to the elderly. His
Government was creating conditions whereby the elderly cuuld participate in
development by providing advisory services or helping, for example, to educate
young people. Since China was a developing country, the human and financial
resources it could allocate to that sector were still very limited. Since the
question of aging was a relatively new issue for China, it would like to strengthen
its co-operation with the United Nations and other Member States.

16, Turning to agenda item 90, he welcomed the action taken by the United Nations
in that regard, and especially its assistance to developing countries.

17. There were currently 300 million young people in China, 200 million of whom
lived in rural areas. 1In order to enable them to play an effective role in
development, the Crinese Goverament had conducted extensive practical skill
training programmes in those areas, In more than 90 par cent of the counties in
China, 40 million young people had folloed those courses and applied the skills
acquired to agricultural production and ‘' he management of townskip enterprises.
The Economic and Social Commission for asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) had taken an
interest in those activities and in September 1988 had co-sponsorad with the
All-China Youth Federation a meeting of expe-.s on skill training in rural areas
held at Beijing in September 1988.

18, Jurning to agenda item 92, he said that the Global Meeting of Experts to
review the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled
Persons at the MiA-Point of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, held at
Stockholm ia August 1987, had put forward a number of valuable recommendations,
advocating in particular the establishment of a co-ordinating body and an
information centre at the international level, ths strengthening of communication
and co-operation between regional committees and relevant national organizations,
and the promotion of technical co-operation snd perscnnel training. The Programme
was an important instrument, and its guiding principles rhould be widely
disseminated. China had recently drawn up a five-year work programme for disabled
porsons (1988-1992), which set up goals and concrete measures in employment,

ed: ~ation, rehabilitation and legislation.

19. With regard to agenda item 93, his delegation stressed that crime prevention
was an essential factor in social stability. Governments must exchange information
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and views and strengthen international co-operation in that area. The United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held
every five years, had a positive role to play in thac area, and Chinese
representatives and experts had participated in the preparatory work for the Eighth
Congress, to be held in 1990,

20, His Government believed that economic and social development were closely
interrelated, and it therefore attached increased importance to co-ordinating
ef{forts to resolve social issues. As a member of the Commission for Social
Development, China wished to learn from the experience of other Member States and
to strengthen multilateral and bilateral co-operation in resolving those issues.

21, Mr, AUREL (Romania), speaking to agenda item 90, said that tLe preparation and
observance of the International Youth Year had given the United Nations and Member
States numerous opportunities to address the problems of that social group, which
had not always received sufficient attention and whose specific identity was now
recognized. A large number of initiatives had been taken at national, regional and
international levels with a view to seeking appropriate solutioans,

22. The International Youth Year should not, however, be considered as an end in
itself. Moat of the problems affecting young people had still not been solved,
which made it all the more necessary to continue the efforts of the international
community and the United Nations beyond the framework of the Year.

23. In many countries, young people were still suffering from illiteracy,
unemployment, terrorism, violence and drug abuse. Juvenile delinguency had reached
disquieting proportions in a number of countries, and drug and alcohol abuse had
been increasing both in the developed and the developing countries.

24, It was therefore necescary to establish youth-oriented programmes to guarantee
the rights of young people to education, work, culture, information and
participation in decision-making. The younger generation must also be able to take
part in national development efforts and to consider and help settle such vital
international issues as the halting of the arms race and the adoption of
disarmament measures, the preserving and strengtheni. 3 of world peace, the
democratization of relations between States and the establishment of a new
international economic and political order. Other problems affecting young people
would be considered under agenda item 144.

25, Romanian youth was directly involved in the decision-making process in a
variety of flelds of activity and played an active role in implementing economic
and social development programmes. At the international level, Romania's young
people had long been developing contacts with other youth organizations throughout
the world, energetically working for peace, disarmament and the building of a
prosperous future. Among other international activities, mention should be made of
the periodic meetings with young pariiamentarians of the Balkan region,
round-tables on the implications of science and technology for youth training and
employment, as well as various events (chess tournaments and music and dance
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festivals), which had made Romanian youth real messengers of peace. For its part,
his Government had takea a number of measures to provide better training and
educational, housing and employment opportunities for all young people of working
age.

26. His delegation welcomed the conclusions reached by the Secretary-General in
his report (A/43/601). As in previous years, Romania, together with other
delegations, would submit a draft resolution under agenda item 90 calling upon all
States, all United Nations bodies and specialised agencies and the
intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations concerned, particularly youth
organizations, to exert every effort to implement the guidelines for further
planning and su.table follow-up in the field of youth. Romania was ready to
co-operate with delegations in preparing a draft resolution on other youth issues
and to discuss with all interested representatives ways to implement United Nations
recommerdations concerning youth.

27. Mr. FAWZY (Egypt) speaking to agenda item 90, said that peace must be an
emanation of the human spirit, and his delegation therefore stressed the vital role
that young people must play in working towards that goal. His Tovernment
encouraged young people to participate in devslopment programmes in Egyptian
socisty and to fight against problems affecting youth, the most important of which
was illiteracy. At the international level, Egypt promoted contacts between its
young people and foreign youth organisations for purposes of exchanging information
and working towards strengthening peace in the world. As a general rule, his
Government sought to raise the political consciousness of Egypt's young people and
to instil in them religious and moral values. Egypt welcomed Uniced Nations youth
activities and recognized the importance of the Organisation's role in that area
and the need for international co-operation. It had submitted a draft resolution
co-sponsored by Austria, the Netherlands and Caechoslovakia on policies and
programmes involving youth (A/C.3/43/L.13).

28. Turning to agenda item 92, he said that his Goverament Lad set up a
rehabilitation programme for disabled persons and had cireated centers specializing
in vocational training, as well as sports and other assocliations, to enable the
handicapped to become full-fledged members of socliety. Egypt asked those countries
that had acquired experience in the area, particularly in the developed countries,
to let the developing countries benefit from their experience,

29, With regard to agenda item 93, his delegation said that Egypt was modernizing
its judicial investigation procedures. Vocational training centres had been
established in prisons to facilitate the social reintegration of prisoners. It was
important to strengthen the role played by the United Nations in crime prevention
and the fight against juvenile delinquency at the highest level because that would,
in turn, strengthen the policies of Member States in that area. Egypt was prepared
to co-operate fully to make the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders a success.

Ay
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30. BSpeaking to agenda item 107, he said that for the Egyptian Government, the
family was the core and the foundation of all social life. Family ties must be
drawn tighter, and the family must participate in the development of a healthy and
dynamic soclety.

31, M. SJURSEN (Denmark), taking the floor on agenda item 90 as representative of
the youth organisations of his country, said that for more than 20 years, Deamark
had not missed an opportunity to involve young people in United Nations youth
activities so that they could impart the pertineant information to their peers at
home. The areas of importance to young people (housing, education, employment and
social conditions) warranted attention by the United Nations and the specialized
agencies concerned. Young people must have the chance to play a role at all levels
of society. To that end, the democratic system must develop innovative methods of
decision-making if new standards and social structures were to be created,

32, In recent years, a growing number of development projects had been initiated
in Denmark with a view to improving the conditions of young people and involving
them in decision-making. The youth of Denmark was looking forward to new
initiatives in that field.

33. The ecology was of concern to all members of the society and it was only
natural that young people were concerned about creating a better environment. One
could see them mobiliszsing to protect the natural environment and to stop pollution;
there too youth organisations could quite usefully contribute to the dissemination
of information. However, the solution to the problems of the environment could not
be disassociated from the overall development of society. It was therefore
necessary to rethink the planning of infrastructure and industrialization and to
take the ecology into account in all economic and political matters.

34. There should also be concern about AIDS, a disease which threatened all
mankind, without omitting the ethical dimension., Efforts in that field should be
based on the following principles: consent, anonymity, frank, direct and honest
information, security and an absence of discrimination. The case of some African
and Latin American countries especially threatened by that disease was of great
concern,

35. Human rights, which were for young Danes an ideal for humanity, meant to them
the right to a life in which they could influence their own adolescence and the
society of which they were part. Uufortunately, human rights were constantly being
violated throughout the world. Danish youth condemn.. those violations wherever
they took place and could not accept that young people were being persecuted for
wishing to express their opinion or to create what they considered a better
society. Racism and xenophobia directly threatened many young people. Refugees
and immigrants risked being victims of discrimination.

36. In 1988, the Danish Youth Council had organized a campaign of friendship and

tolerance between young Danes, refugees and immigrants under the motto "A stranger
is a friend you haven't met”,
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37. 1In that connection, Danish youth regretted that the condemnation by the United
Nations of the abhorrent system of apartheid in South Africa had not led to the
adoption against that country of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions which was a
necessary step towards creating a democratic South Africa with equal rights for
all, regardless of race. Danish youth were particularly worried about the ban on
political activities, particularly of the South African Youth Congress (SAYCO) and
the United Democratic Front, but above all the intensified persecution of, among
other things, the leadership of SAYCO, whose activities showed how young Africans
could help establish a country based on respect for human rights for all. They
were deeply affected by the detention of hundreds of activists of that movement, by
syastematic imprisonments, particularly of Patrick Flusk, who had several times met
with representatives of Danish youth, and by the immineant execution of four
innocent members of BAYCO.

38. The United Nations working group entrusted with preparing the Convention on
the Rights of the Child would meet in November to take up the second reading of the
draft articles. Danish youth drew attention to the articles dealing with
recruitment into the armed forces and urgently requested that the provisions of
those articles be reviewed so as to offer children and young people the best
possible protection against involvement in hostilities. How could children who
were not otherwise recognised as responsible citisens be sent to the battlefields?
The Convention should in that connection specify a mandatory age limit of 18 years.

39. Danish youth regretted that the last draft Coanvention 4id not contain
provisions reaffirming the rights of the unborn child. It was essential to
safequard against unethical experiments with the human embryo. There should be
rules concerning the use of modera reproduction and genetic techniques, since human
life began at the moment of conception. It was in that spirit that the Danish
Parliament had decided to establish an ethics council entrusted with regulating
biomedical experiments.

40. Fortunately, the international political climate was currently very positive,
especially with reapect to Bast-West relations. Efforts should not, however, cease
and it was necessary to pursue negotiations with a view to achieving a more secure
world. Danish youth hoped that the future session at Vienna of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe would lead to closer East-West co-operation,
particularly among youth organisations. They believed that contacts should be
based on the free movement between countries and hoped for increased youth movement
across borders. The extension, for example, of the Interrail System to the Eastern
Buropean countries could facilitate such coatacts.

41, Aware of the importance of measures to be adopted in the years to come so that
future generations could live in a world without injustice, without danger and
without pollution, his delegation would work towards that goal,

42. Mra., HELKE (United Kingdom), speaking on agenda item 93, said that many
countries, including the United Kingdom, had been very active since the last United
Nations Congress on the Preveation of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders. The
United Kingdom had adopted new legislation aimed at strengthening the

/.ll




A/C.3/43/8R.17
English
Page 11

(Mra, Helke, United Kingdom)

administration of justice by moderniasing extradition procedures, broadening the
scope for the confiscation of the proceeds of crime and improving measures for the
compensation of victims., It had also undertaken a programme aimed at reducing
crime in urban areas, and had established a national voluntary organiazation to
promote and co-ordinate the best crime prevention practices. A major publicity
campaign provided guidance to individuals, iamilies and businesses on how to
protect themselves and encouraged citizens to participate in voluntary activities
aimed at reducing crime, especially among young people. The Government had
published proposals for involving the private sector more closely in the building
and operation of preventive detention establishments and in providing prison escort
services., Systems for the electronic monitoring of defendants on bail were being
studied and a report would be published soon about the reform of the parole
system. There were similar examples in many other countries and that development
had been helped by international contacts with the countrie: of Western Europe and
North America., It was in that field that the United Nations had a clear role to
play by stimulating exchanges of experieuce and ideas, by formulating principles
and guidelines and by providing technical assistance, especially to developing
countries.

43. However, while the United Nations had done good work in that field, its crime
prevention programme was very precarioust the preparation of the Eighth Congress,
the implementation of a viable programme of information and technical assistance
would stretch the resources of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch.
There was a danger that it would not be able to maintain the required standard of
work. In order to avoid any dispersion of efforts and resources, it was essential
to have a clear sense of priorities and a commitment to observing them. As the
United Kingdom expert had indicuted at the August 1938 meeting of the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control, the next (Congress should give priority to
international co-operation against serious crime, especially mutual legal
assistance and extradition, and measures to improve the management of criminal
justice systems and reduce resort to imprisonment. Generally speaking, the United
Nations programme should give priority to the international crime survey and the
proposed information network; the strengthening of regional institutes; better
focused and more effective Lechnical assistance to developing countries.

44. The United Ringdom hoped that Member States would support those priorities as
it itself had done for some years by contributing unreservedly to the work of the
United Nations crime prevention programme, both within its Home Office and in NGOs,
and it would continue its efforts in that regard.

45. Mr. SHAUKAT (Pakistan) noted with satisfaction that despite the financial
constraints facing the Organization, social development continued to receive the
attention it merited; national development of the social sectors and promotion of
international co-operation were essential to ensure the full enjoyment of
fundamental freedoms and rights. It was for that reason that there should be a
rapid and integrated implementacion of the International Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade. Aware that, with growing industrialization, the
problems of urbanization were compounded, and that illiteracy ana unemployment
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aggravated even further the social cituation in developing countries, the
Government of Pakistan had taken comprehensive measures to remedy the situation.

46. Turning to agenda item 89, he said that his delegation supported the
International Plan of Action on Aging and would continue to implement its
recommendations. A national committee on aging had been formed, comprising
representatives of the federal ministries and provincial welfare departments, and
had prepared a national plan of action aimed at enabling the elderly to enjoy a
life of fulfilment in health and security. The plan was being implemented by his
Government in collaboration with non-governmental organizations. Social assistance
was being provided to lower-income families, and vin media had been entrusted with
educating the younger generation to give physical and psycholugical suppc.ot to the
elderly. A grant scheme for voluntary social welfare agencies had been launched to
strengthen their programmes and to provide essencial services to the aging. Out of
concern about the financial decline in technical co-operation and other United
Nations activities in the field of aging, his delegation endorsed the
recommendations contained in the Secretary-General's report (A/43/583).

47. With regard to agenda item 90, he said that a national co-ordination committee
had been created to organisze various events on the theme "Participation,
Development and Peace" with the full participation of youth organizations. A
sizeable proportion of the budget had been allocated for youth welfar> projects;
emphasis was being placed on vocational training centres for young men and women,
and more sports facilities were baing built. His delegation supported the
conclusions contained ian the Secretary-General's report (A/43/601) concerning
activities to follow up the International Youth Year.

48. Turning to agenda item 92, he zaid that Pakistan was working on a number of
projects for employment and rehabilitation of the handicapped. The recommendations
of the United Nations World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons had
been incorporated in the Goverament's national plan of action and were duly
reflected in the sixth five-year development plan. Pakistan had declared the years
1982-1991 the Decade for Disabled Persons. The budgetary allocations of the
federal and provincial governments for the welfare and rehabilitation of disabled
persons had been increased, and & national trust fund for the wei.fare and
rehabilitation of mentally retarded and physically disabled persons had been
instituted by the federal Goveramaat.

49, Since Pakistan was concerned about the problem of disability and attributed
considerable importance to the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons as an instrument for attaining the objectives of the Programme of
Action, Pakistan was concerned about the decline in the lavel of contributions to
the Fund and urged Member States to make contributions conmensurate with their
means. For its part, Pakistan had pledged $US 10,000 to the Office of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for the Promotion »f the United Nations
Decade cf Disabled Persons, His dalegation hoped that the technical co-operation
and assistance programmes of the United Nations and the specialized agencies would
be strengthened.

/ll'
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(Mc, Shaukat, Pakistan)

50. With regard to agenda item 93, Pakistan favoured increased co-operation in the
area of orime prevention and treatment of offenders. There was a need to address
the socio-economic injustices which were often the underlying causes of or
contributing factors in crime, Developing countriss must be assisted in their
economic and social development programmes, but they also needed help in improving
their national machinery for crime prevention and control, particularly through
personnel-training and modern equipment. The political, economic, social and
cultural diversity and the moral, religious and ethical values of each society must
also be borne in mind when formulating standards of criminal justice. His
delegation supported the conclusions contained in the Secretary-General's report on
crime prevention and criminal justice (A/43/572). In particular, the United
Nations should undertake studies on aew forms and dimensions of crime, especially
transnational criminal organizations, and should extend technical co-operation to
the developing countries to help them improve their administrative and law
enforcement agencies.

51, Mrs. WARZAZI (Morocco), speaking to agenda item 90, said that although the
General Assembly had recognized since 1965 that young pevple could make a
contribution to promoting the ideals of peace and understanding among peoples, not
until later had it become truly interested in that age group, whose numbers were
expected to total 1 billion at the end of the twentieth century. Youth hud its own
particular problems and needs and cultural characteristics in different parts of
the world. As to young people in the developing countries, it was understandable
that, faced with poverty, unemployment, illness and even famine, resignation
sometimes was repiaced by rebellion. The situation of young people brought a
realization of the immensity of the tasks before Governments if they were to fulfil
the objectives fixed by the International Youth Year. Although the Year had
awakened an awareness in the international community of the problems of young
people and had led to a mobilization of sorts nationally, regionally and
internationally, the diminishing resource base at all levels had been the main
obstacle to progress.

52, Political decisions could and should be taken at the national levels
Governments must put an end to their paternalistic attitude towards young people
and stop treating them as a negligible factor. It had become evident th. full
participation of all groups was essential and that all human resources must be
harnessed to make the most of natural resources, energy, abilities and enthusiasm.
Numerous studies had demonstrated the need to involve young people in the
developing process at all levels.,

53, However, many countries did not yet fully understand all the advantages of a
national youth policy, despite the fact that young people were an important source
of labour in third world countries. Although they contributed to economic
development, their participation could be greater. The economic contribution of
young people was often "invisible", which explained why they were never included,
valued or recognized. That being the case, it was difficult truly to integrate
their efforts in economic development, and development strategies and programmes
geared to the specific situation and needs of youths were rare, a situation which
must be remedied.
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54, Attention had focused lately on the newbora and young children to the
detriment of older children and adolescents. Development experts must therefore
gather all the statistical information and data needed to evaluate objectively the
situation of children in the latter category and set up the necessary programmes.

55. Morocco recognized the importance of the contribution made by the NGOs to
implementing the guidelines for a follow-up to the International Youth Year. In
the absence of the requisite personnel and financial resources, however, the
effective implementation of those guidelines had become problematical at the
national, regional and even international levels., That was particularly
regrettable in view of the fact that in 1987, military expenditure for the entire
world had reached approximately $US 1,000 billion and, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute two thirds of all conventional weapons
exports in 1987 (amounting to $US 24.7 billicn) had gone to third world countries,
whose resources could have been used more effectively for economic and social
development.

56. The young people of the developed countries should take a greater interest in
the fate of youth in the third world and realize that their own problems were minor
compared to the miserable conditions in which third world youth lived. If young
people in the developed countries were more aware and motivated and showed greater
solidarity, they would be less likely to fall victim to alcohol, drugs or
alienttion. Universities in the developed countries should co-operate with those
in developing countries to promote the welfare of youth. Governments should
encourage voluntary activities by broadening their scope. Non-goveranmental youth
associations and organizations in developed countries might usefully ass’' st their
counterparts in the third world by urging their leaders to support the activities’
planned for the International Youth Year.

57. Despite the difficulties created by the internat‘onal economic situation, in
1986 Morocco had established an international co-operation agency to forge
co-operation ties with friendly countries and sister countries or to strengthen
those already in existence. In 1987, the agency had hosted more than 6,000
students and trainees, including more than 3,000 on fellowships with all expenses
paid, including medical expenses. In 1988, it had approved a project to build an
Africa House for Africans studying in Morocco.

58. The financial situation of the United Nations Youth Fund was such that it
clearly could not fulfil its mandate. In 1987, only one Member State had paid a
contribution to the Fund., Her delegation supported the proposal to include the
Fund in the Annual Pledging Conference in order to facilitate the resource
mobilization efforts undertaken by the Director-General of the United Nations
Office at Vienna, Her Government called upon countries capable of making
contributions to be generous. To reactivate the momentum of the International
Youth Year, an international day should be declared, together with national
activities to highlight the need of young people around the world to grow up and
prosper in progress, justice and peace.

The meeting rose at 11,55 a.m.




