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REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

Lotter dated 2 December 1968 from the Permanent Represencative of
Guatemaia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

On instructions from my Govertment, I have the honour to transmit to you the
texts of an official communiqué ‘aanex I) end a report issued by the Goverament of
Guatemala (annex II) in connection with recent events that occurred at the village
of E1l Aguacate in the municipality of San Andrés Itzapa, department of
Chimaltenango.

I should be grateful if you would lLave the attached communiqué distributed as
an otficlal document of the forty-third ression of the Genwral Assembly, under
agenda item 12.

(Signed) Francisco VILLAGRAN DE LEGN
Ambasscdo«
Permanent Reprssentative
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Annex 1

PRESS COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE SECRETARIAT OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
OF THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF GUATEMALA

The Goveranent of the Republic wishes to report to the international bodies
concerned with ensuring strict respect for human rights, to the nations of the
world that have expressed their full support for the process of censolidating the
democratic system to domestic and international public opinion and to the Offtice of
the Procurator for Human Rights:

That, in a reprehensiblco act which totally disregards the most fundamental
principles of humanity, forces which are enemies of our constitutional system,
under cover of the self-styled Organigacién Revolucionaria del Pueblo en Armas
(ORPA) , abducted and subsequently murdcred 21 humble peasants from the villace of
El Aguacate in the municipality of San Andrés Itzapa, department of Chimaltenango.

The events began on Tuosday, 22 November, when military commissioner
Carlos Humberto Guerra Callejas disappeared from his village while on his way to
work in the fields as usual.

When they realized that he had disappearod, relatives and neighbours organized
search parties which, on ‘Welvnesday, 23 November, sot out 1:. differont directions
and also reported the incidont to the national police for the department of
Chimaltenango.

On Thursday, 24 November., one of the parties, which included
Pastor Antonio Olivares as its spiritual guide, established contact with the
torrorists. Thoy were later joined by anothor search party, who wore inmediatoly
held at gunpoint and overcome by the c¢riminals, who operate outside tho law.

Upon learning of the mass abduction, the Guatemalan army, through military
bagoe No. 302 in Chimaltenango, immediately dispatched military units to the villago
of El Aguacate, including a civilian affairs unit to assist the rolatives of the
abductod men, who were poralysed with fear.

It was pot until 26 Novomber that the gruosome massacre of the poasants was
digcovored; their bodies were found in throe makoshift common graves near the
villago.

Tho namos of the 21 unfortunute Guatemalan citizena, the ilnnocent victims ot
unscrupulous criminals, are as follows:
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Francisco Callejaa Tobar

Rosalio Callejas Tobar

Pastor Callejas Tobar

Romualdo Callejas Tobar

Julio Callejas Tobar

Luis Callejas Tohar

Oscar Callejas Tobar

Juan Oswaldo Callejas

Aroldo Callejas Tobar

Horacio Tajtaj Callejas

Cristobal Chuy

Pedro Guerra

Isidoro Castellanos Guerra

José Leonel Callejas

Factor Callejas Guerra

Humberto Callejas Guerra

Leonel Callejas Aspuac

Isidoro Guerra

Esteban Arenales

Carlos Humberto Guerra Callejas

Antonio Olivares Banse (pastor).

The Government of the Ropublic absolutely will not allow the progress achieved
in the past three yvars in consolidating the democratic process and promoting
respect for the individual rights guaranteed in the Political Constitution of the
Republic, to be reversed by armed groups which act on their own outside the law and

under cover of anonymity and surprise attacks, against the population and the
national interest.

The Government of the Republic calls for the most vigorous condemiation of
this reprehonsible act.

Guatemala, 27 November 1988,




A/C.3/743/710
English
Page 4

Anpex Il

REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA ON THE
MASSACRE OF PEASANTS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CHIMALTENANGO

Introduction

The Constitutional Government of the Repubiic of Guatemala submits the
following report concermning the violent eveants which occurred at the village of
El Aguacate in the municipality of San Andrés Itzapa, Department of Chimaltenango,
when 22 peasants were murdered by members of the subversive faction calling itsolf
the Organigzacidn Revolucionaria del Pueblo en Armas (ORPA), a group belonging to
the Unidad Revolucionaria Guatemalteca (URNCG).

The disappearance

On the morning of Tuesday, 22 Novomber 1988, Mr. Carlos Humberto Guerra
Callejas, military commissionor for the village ot El Aguacate in the wmunicipality
of San Andrdés Itzapa, Dopartment of Chimaltonango, went to work in the fields as
usual. Before leaving home, he said that he was going to take a look around the
area for some of his livestock that had strayod.

That night, the family of Mr. Carlos Humborto Guerra Callejas informed the
other villagers that he had disappoared. The villagors, led by
Pastor Antonio Olivares, immediately organized two search parties ot 15 men each,
who gset off at approximatoly 5 a.m. the next morning to find him.

The two search partios wore organizod bocause, according to his relatives,
Mr. Guerxa Callejas suffered trom froguont opileptic fits.

The sgaxch

At duown on Wednesday, 23 Novembeor, the two search parties, ocach consisting of
15 moen from the village of Kl Aguacate, sot out for the aros surrounding tho
village. Aftor howrs of combing the arca, some traces were found, but the
soarchers wore unable to tind the missing villagor.

At 4.15 p.m. tho same day, after a frultless souarch, relatives of
Mr. Cuerra Callejas submittoed s formal roport to the national police station tor
the Department of Chimaltonango. Tho roport was rogistored by the station
sgcretlary.

Encountor with armed mon
The followling day, Thursday, 24 Novembor, the El Aquacate villagers orguanized

three search parties of 10 mon oach, headed by the villeqgo pastor,
Mr. Antonio Olivaros.




A7C.3743/710
English
Page 5

A pick-up truck owned by the psstor war used during the first part of the
gearch., In wmid-morning, one of the parties looking for
Carlos Humberto Guerra cCallejas spotted a group of armed men just outside the
village. It was assumed that they were holding the missiag villager and a first
contact was made with them. The two other search parties wure not aware of this
situation. The first party was busy talking to the armed men and 4id not notice
the second party suddenly appear on the sceme. “The armed men immediately pointed
their guns at the peasants, including the third party which happensd to appear at
the same time.

The abduction

As this was happening, 11 of the 30 villagers from El Aquacate managed to
escape in the pick-up truck owned by Mr. Antonio Olivares, which was parked on the
outskirts of the village.

As the villagers hastily fled in the direction of the capital of the
Dopartment of Chimaltenango to seek help from the military authorities, their
vehicle ran off the road into a ditch, injuring five of them. The six peasants who
were unharmed in the accidsnt managed to get to military bass No. 302 in
Chimaltenango, where they ceported the &bduction and the accident which ! ad just
occurred.

The command of the military base immediately dispatched its units to the
village of El Aguacate to begin an intensive search for the adbducted villagers,
while ordering the immediate transfer of the five injured villagers to the military
hospital in the capital city.

On Thursday, 24 November, the command of the military base alsc dlspatched a
civilian affairs unit to El Aguacate to assist the wives and children of thae
22 abducted peasants.

At 7.40 p.m. on the same day, Mr. Waldemar Figueroa and
Mr, Carlos Arnoldo Guerra llurtarte, who had managed to escape the abduction,
appoared at the Chimaltenango military base, accoumpanied by
Mr. Jacinto Zamora Callejas, military commissioner for the village of Xipalqui, to
give an account of what had happened. This made it possible to verify the ideuntity
of the armed group which had abducted the 22 peassuts from the village of
El Aguacate and to establish that they were members of the self-styled Organizacion
Revolucionaria del Pucblo en Armas (ORPA), belonging to the Unidad Ravolucionaria
Nacional Guatemalveca (URNG). The command of military base MNo. 302 immediately
ordered the necessary military mobilization.

The abducted villagors

The information provided to tha military authorities by two of the poasants
who were able to @scape the abduction included the names of th, 21 peasants from
the village of E1l Aguacate who were at that point in the hands of the subversive
faction, namely:
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Francisco Callojas Tobar
Rosalidé Callejas Tobar
Pastor Callejas Tobar
Romualdo Callejas Tobar
Luis Callejas Tobar
Julio Callejas Tobar
Oscar Callejas Tobar
Juan Cswaldo Callejas
Aroldo Callejas Tobar
Horacio Taj Taj Callejas
Cristobal Chuy

Pedro Cuerra

Isidoro rastellanos CGuerra
José Leonel Callejas
Antonio Olivares Banse
Factor Callejas Guerra
Humberto Callejas Guerra
Lecnel Callejas Asgpuac
Isidoro Guerra

Esteban Arenalas

Cuarlos Humberto Guorra Callojas

The village of El_ayipcate

The villago of El1 Aguacate is situated in the south-west of the Department of
Chimaltonango, four kilometros from the municipality of San Andrés Itzepa. The
terrain is ruggoed and the one road is 80 tortuous snd in such poor condition that
only amall, four -wheel drive vehicles can use it.

Thirty-four families live in tho village. LEveryone is rolated to everyone
elso by blood, by family namo and by a sonse of community. El Aguacate hpa 160
inhabitantsg: 36 mon, 40 women and 90 children. Thoe villagers®' main occupation is
farming.

All of the abduccved men wore hoads of housohold. Atter the abduction, only
throe old moen remainod as heads of families. The housos in the village of
E1l Aguacato aru not close togother but scattorod over an arca of one squaro
kilomotre.

/oo
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That same day,'Thursday. 24 November, the Head of the Depaxtmeant of
Information and Dissemination of the Guatemalan army, Colonel

Luis Arturo Isaacs Rodriguez, called in the press to cover the incident and keep
the public informed.

The geaxgch

As suou as the abduction was reported, the command of military base No. 302 in
vhe Department of Chimaltenanqgo dispatched its units to look for the 22 peasants
abducted by tho Organizacién Revolucionaria del Pueblo en Armas (ORPA). On Friday,
25 Novembex, military patrols came into contact with the subversivs group at
9.30 a.m. At 12.30 p.m. that same day, there was a “urther encounter in which
second lieutenant Manuel Adolfo Molina Gutidrrez was wounded; the wounded man was
transferred immediately to the militsry hospital in the capital city.

At 10.30 a.m. that day, a unit patrolling two kilometres to the south of the
village of El Aguacate, in the area kar = as "Falda del Cerro l.as Minas”, found the
body of military commissioner Cerlos Hunwerto Guerra Callejas, who had disappeared
on Tuesday, 22 November, while on his way to work in the fields to look for
livostock which had strayed from his property.

Piscovoxy of the.common graves

On Saturday, 26 Novomber, military p.irols from the Chimaltenango military
base found threoe common grave:u containing the bodies of Z1 people to the south of
the village of El Aguacate. All tho bodies showed signs of torture and
strangulation. Becauso of tho inaccessibility of the place and the ruggodness of
the terrvain, it was impossible to transfeor the remains to military base No. 302.

On Sunday, 27 November, tho Cffice of the Head of the Dopartiment of
Information and Dissemination of the Guatemalan army brought local and foreign
journalists to tho Chimaltonango military base to cover the story and koop tho
public informed.

Tho 21 bodies found in the three common graves on tho attornoon of Saturday,
26 November could not bo recovered until Monday, 28 Novembor, owing both to the
{naccessibility of the place ani tho constant soige kopt up by the tubvorsive group
during the oporation. The constant attacks against the army troops and helicopters
wh.ch camo to move t.e bodies made it nocossary to bring in Guatomalan Air Force
tightor planes, which made a number of incursions in order to halt the guurr. 1la
attack so that the rocovery operation could proceed as planned.

During the operation, the necessary legal roquirvemonts were fulfilled through

tho prosence of a judge, who launched preliminary inquiries and ovdored tho other
procodures required by law.

Best Copy Avallable /o

it



A/C.3/743/10
English
Page 8

Ou Monday, 28 Novewber, at wilitary base No. 302, the 21 bodies touad in the
three comion graves werxe ideutified by thelr relatives as the peasauts from the
village of El Aguacate who had taken part in the search for
Mr. Carlos Huwberxto CGuerra Callejas, wissing siance 22 Novewber.

Assistagce to relatives

Followinyg the identitication of the vict.ms and the necessary legal action,
the national army extended to the relatives of the 22 peasants murdered by the
Organizacidn Revolucionaria del Puehlo en Armas (ORPA) facilities for their wake
and their burial in Chimaltenango cemetery. It also provided for thoir safety and
tor continuation of the investigations and oyerations aimed at finding those
responsible tor this serious, violent act which violates human rights. The
Constitutional Govermmeant of the Republic, through the Committee fox National
Reconstruction, also supplied food to the widows and orphans and set up a project.
for their transter to the capital of the Departmeat if they so requosted.

otficial xopoxt to the intorpational comnunity

On Sunday, 27 November, the Govermwent of the Republic issued a press
communiqué reporting the incidemt to the international bodies concernoed with
easuring strict respoct for human rights, the natlions of the world that have
expressed their full supporxt for the process of consolidating the demvcratic
systowm, domestic and international public opinion, and the Office of the Procurator
for Hunan Rights, and calling for the most vigorous condemnation of this
roprehensible act, perpetrated by subversives who are operating om their own
illegally in some areas of the national texritory.

Guatemala, 29 November 1988.




