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AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT OF' THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (continued) (A/42/3,
A/42/67, A/42/121; A/42/296-S/18~Jfr.~!1~(~g\~1A/42/402-S/18979;A/42/488,
A/42/496, A/42/497, A/42/~~8 i~hd:~det;l, A/42!49'9, A/42/S04, A/42/S06, A/42/556 and
Corr.l, A/42/568, A/42/612 and Add.l, A/42/641 and Corr.I,A/42/645, A/42/646,
A/42/648, A/42/658, A/42/661, A/42/667 and Corr.l, A/42/677, A/42/685, A/42/690,
A/42/725, A/42/734-S/19262i A/C.3/42/l, A/C.3/42/6i A/C.3/42/L.2, L.S anu L.8)

1. Mr. RICHTER (German Democratic Republic) said that where co-operation in t~e

field ~f human rights was concerned his country was guided by the concept embodied
in General Assembly resolution 32/130. The report of the Economic and Social
Council (A/42/3) once again cited a great number of mass violations of human rights
throughout the world and referred specifically to violations perpetrated by the
apartheid regime in southern Africa and by Israel in the occupied Arab
territories. As a matter of principle the German Democratic Republic maintained a
position of solidarity with the oppressed peoples of those regions.

2. The situation of human rights in Latin America was influenced by the
hegemonistic aspirations of a major imperialist Power in the region. His country
fully endorsed the procedure for the establishment of a firm and lasting peace
signed by the Central American Presidents in August 1987, the main aim of which was
to preserve the norms of international law, notably the principles of sovereignty,
self-determination and non-interference in the internal affairs of States. All
parties should now translate the Guatemala Ag~eement into ~eality.

3. It was a matter for regret that ther~ had been no improvements in Chile in the
recent past. On the contrary, a statement by the World Council of Churches in
March 1986 spoke ~f hunger, unemployment, violence and fear characterizing everyday
life in Chile. In 1986 more people had been arrested by the police and the army
than in the previous 10 years and, according to the World Council of Churches, as
many as 109 persons working in church institutions had been tortured.

4. Under the state of emergency, the regime used in its policy of terror both the
executive branch of Government and paramilitary commandos. More than
33,000 arrests had been made in 1986 and more than 1,000 persons tortured or
maltreated. Among those arrested was Clodomiro Almeyda, the former Vice-President
nnd Foreign Minister of the Allende Government and Secretary-General of the
Socialist Pa~ty of Chile; his delegation demanded his immediate release.

S. !~ the light of those alarming reports, his country supported the
recommendation that the mandate of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on
Human Rights should be extended for another year, on the understanding that his
report should reflect the human rights situation as it really was and should
cC)'1tiiin proposals for effective measures against the dictatorship.

6. El Salvador too was far from being a democracy, as was evident from the
~~rike~ and mass demonstrations which had taken place in the first half of 1987 in
"'lpport of political and economic changes, and from the assassination of
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Herbert Anaya, the Preddent of the Human r ·,ts COll'lllission of El Salvador. In
contrast, the readiness for dialogue of the ~~pular forces united in the Frente
Farabundo Mart! para la Liberaci6n Nacional-Frente DemocL'tico Revolucionario
(Ft~N-FDR) to find a political solution to the conflict wae a very positive factor.

7. The Gem.an Democratic Republic reiterated it" oolidarity with the stru~gle of
th~ Korean p~ople. The constructive proposals submitted by the Democratic Pecple's
RepUblic of I,area could facilitate a reduction of tensions in the peninsula.

8. The phenomenon of unemployment in several industrialized capitalist countries
could not be overlooked in any consideration of violations of human rights.
According to the forecasts of the organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OEeD), the n~mber of officially r~gistered unemployed persons was
expect.ed to rise to 19.75 mill ion by 1988, the highest figure recorded since the
end of the Second world War. If to that figure were added the numbers of family
members af fected, some 80 mi llion people were af fl icted by the scourge of
unemployment. The situation was further aggravated by what was called "chronic
unemploymenl:" and "flew pcverty".

9. The imperialist arms drive not only absorbed enormous material and scientific
resources for non-productive purposes but alse aggravated the financial crisi~. AS
to the enjoyment of human rights, the right to work was not guaranteed and the
exercise of all other rights - economic, sooial, cultural, civil and political ­
was also jeopardized. It was highly revealing that the representatives of
courtries which disparaged the values and achievements of other States remained
unwilling to list those inhuman practices in their catalogue of human rights
violations.

10. Accordingly, the indivisibility and interdepenJence ot all human rights must
cease to be a mere proclamation in the human rights documents of the United Nations
and become a reality.

11. Mr. Tobar ZALDUMBIDE (Ecuador) noted with satisf3ction the adoption in 1986 of
the Declaration on the Right to Duvelopment (General ~88embly resolution 41/128)
and the ent[y into force of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which had b~en approved by his country's
Congress. In a broader context, the COl1l1lission's normative activ.1ties were a
reason for satisfaction and had his country's general sup~rt.

12. Ecuador did not accept that h~man dignity should be used for merely politi~al

or propagandistic purposes. The sttirile process of accusing some countries of
violating human rights and remaining silent about one's own sometimes serious
violationo undermined the desired universal obaervance. His country therefore
reiterated once again its view that the United Nations S~cretariat should draw up
~n annual report On the observance of human rights in each and every Member State.
The format of such a report might well be based on that of the reports on the world
social and economic situation.

/ ...



A/C.3/42/SR.57
Engl ish
Page 4

(Mr. Tobar Zaldumbide, Ecuador)

13. Constructive contributiond to that same end coul~ be made by regional
intergovernmental forums and tha monitoring bodies set up under existing
interr,ational instruments on human rights, and by the il"f.Jrmation furnished by
non-governmental organizations. The contributions must in all cases be objective
and well founded, for vague and inac~urate assertions impaired the calm, impartial
and apolitical consideration of human rights.

14. With that objective in Vlew, Ecuador had also proposed that in the debates on
human rights Scates should inf~rm world public opinion about the observance of
human rights in their own territories. Human rights were fully respected in
Ecuador and any rare exceptions to that rule were investigated and punished.

15. His country renewed its urgent appeal for the restoration of the observance of
human rights in the countries dealt with in the reports submitted by the
Commission's Special Rapporteurs or by tl'le Special Representatives of the
Secretary-General. At the same time, the progress achieved in those cases in which
the situation had continued to improve should be recognized and encouraged, and
support should be given in particular to the efforts to bring peace to whole
regions. The attainment of that objective would depend to a large &xtent on the
full observance of human rights.

16. Mrs. MARCOULLIS (Cyprus) said that the question of missing persons was an
international problem which had preoccupied the international community and several
bodies concerned with human rights, as shown by the various international
conventions in that sphere.

17. In recent years, various United Nations bodies had exp~essed the concern of
the international community about persons missing in Cyprus as a result of armed
conflict. For its part, the General Assembly, in several resolutions on the issue,
had expressed its grave c,'oncern about the fate of a considerable number of Cypriots
who were missing, and had requested the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), to assist in tracing the missing
persons.

18. In order to carry out that task, the Assembly had decided to establish a
Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus, including a representative of each
community and a third member appointed by the Secretary-General and designated by
ICRC. The Committee, which initially had encountered procedural difficulties, had
finally been able to begin it~ work on 2 May 1984. Since then, it had had before
it 169 cases which were being investigated.

19. So far, however, the Committee had not reached a finding or d~ision on a
single case, which was a source of serious concern to the Government of Cyprus, and
eRp~cially to the relatives of the missing persons, who, after 13 years, still did
not know what had become or their loved ones.

2J. In such a tragic situation, it was imperative to find an early solution to the
problem. That meant tracing those who were still living and accounting for those
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who had perished. There was evidence - based on ICRC reports, photographs published
in the press, films taken by correspondents and radio programmes - that a number of
those missing had been alive long after the cease-fir.e in July-August 1914. It
might perhaps be appropriate for the Committee o~ Miasin~ Persons in Cyprus to
adopt a new methodology which would mak~ it~ work more effective.

21. It was not her delegation's intention to engage in any polemics, as it
considered the problem to be a purely humanitarian one. The Committee on Missing
Persons had no mandate to apportion blame for any deaths which Itere ascertained.
Its purpose was to inform the families of those missing about their fate.

22. Her Government was unreservedly committed to the full trotection and guarantee
of hu n rights, and strongly condemned the involuntary disappearance of any of its
citizens. It would continue to support all efforts to ascertain the fate of all
the citizens of the Republic of Cyprus, regardless of their ethnic origin.

23. Mr. FERM (Sweden) said that the protection and promotion of human rights was
an unequivocal responsibility of the United Nations. The results obtained by the
Organization in setting standards in the {iald of human rig~t~ constituted one of
its most significant achievements. Its efforts should now focus on the monitoring
and implementation of the norms and principles which had been laid down.

24. In that respect, the efforts of the vatious working gro~;s and ~~cial

rapporteurs or representatives had proven to be particularfy important, especially
the work carried out by the Work\ng Group on Forced or Involuntary Disappearances,
which in 1986 had considered almost 2,000 new cases. It was necessary for the
working Group to be able to fUlfill its mandate in a pragmatic way without
limitations of any kind.

25. His delegation believed that the work of the Unit~d Nations in the field of
human rights should be based increasingly on dialogue, awareness of where the
problems originated, and recommendations by independent expprts on how to solve
them. The Commission on Human Rights and the Qentre ~or ~uman Rights should play
an extended role in that legard.

26. It was regrettable that no progress had been regist2r~d with regard to th~

abolition of the death penalty, an inhuman and irrever&ille punishment. He hoped
that the ~roposal for an optional protocol aimed at the abolition of the death
penalty coul~ be considered by the Commisaion on Humdn Rights without further delay.

21. The appalling phenomenon of making children the targ~ts of h~man rights
violations was ~~coming more and more frequent. An example of that was the
apartheij regime's brutal war against children, who had become ~he target of
barbaric repression since they had gone on strike 111 ouer SOuth Africa to demand a
better e(l~cational system and better school facilities. Since the emergency
regulaLions had been introduced in June 1986, the police had detained about 25,000
persons, 10,000 of whom were children under 18 years of age. The number of
children awaitIng trial was much larger, perhaps as many as 60,000.
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28. Severe human riSflts abuses weL not exclu81ve to SO'lth Africa. At a hearing
organized in Sweden on children in Chile, several children had testified that their
parents, relatives or 'riends had been shot before their eyes. Tn other instances,
children had had to endure forced labour.

29. According to reports, in territorie~ occupied by Israel, children no ~~re than
10 or 11 years old had be~n detained and subjected to physical and psycl~logical

maltreatme~t d"-ing interrogation and imprisonment. There was also a case
involving 300 Kurdish children and adolescents wh·") had been arrested and had
disap~ared in Iraq in 1985) the execution of children in Iran) a~ the use in
Afghanistan of booby-trapped toys which exploded upon being touched. Another
alarming fact was the nunmer of chi~1ren who had been recruited in recent years as
soldiers in the war zone. of Asia, Africa and Central America.

30. With respect to the human rights situation in Afghanistan, he welcom~d the
fact that the Afghan authorities had allowed the Special R&pporteur to visit the
country. The ~ar in Afghanistan had laste~ almost eight years and had entailed
incalculable losses of life and material resources. During those years, the Soviet
troops had committed serious violations of international law, and according to
reports, there had been many groBs violation~ of human rights, including torture
and sULwary or arbitrary executions. The most important prerequisite for enabling
th~ Afghan people freely t~ determine their own future was the prompt withdrawal of
Soviet forces from Afghan.telritory.

31. With respect to the situation in Iran, the number of violations of the right
to life seemed to have continued to decrease, while on ~~e other hand, the
treatment of prisoners and the violations of the principle of fair trial continued
to be matters of concern to his delegation.

32. In Chile, there had also been some positive developments, but the situation of
human rights and fundamental freedoms continued to be very grave. The same could
b~ said of El Salvador, where the judiciary d~d not function independently, human
rights violations were not inve8tigat~d and torture and disappearances s~ill

occurred.

33. With respect to the human rights situation in r.uatemala, it was necessary to
state that, despite some achievements, reports of murders and the illegal detention
and maltreatmant uf prisoners were abundant, ~specially concerning trade union
leaders. Although it was clear that the human righta violations were contrary to
thH intentions of the Government, the hc':. that army and security forces ;"ere
involved demonstrated that those forces wer~ not 8ub)ect to full and eff3ctive
government control.

34. Thus, in his Government's opinion, therft were strong reasons for the
international community to continue to follow the developments in Guatemala.
Sw~den was looking forward to the report that would be SUbmitted to the Committee
in 1988 by the recently appointed expert.
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35. Universal respect for human rights must not be only a distant goal referred to
on solemn occasions. I~ was essential that all states should reLpect in practice
the principles laid down by the united Nations concerning human rights and
fundamental fr.adoms.

36. Mr. BUZO (By.loru8sian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that the debate on
human rights in the Third Committee demonstrftted that the States Membecs of the
United Nations utilized different criteria in applying the norms contained in the
.elevant covenants and conventions, whic~ s~emed natural, given the diversity of
social and political systems and levels of development in t~1 contemporary world.
Nev~rthel~~s, such differences should not become motives for groundless
controversies, nor should they give rise to accusations or diVide the deleg~ti~ns

into teachers and students.

37. The ByelorU88ian SSR had reviewed the measures it had adopted to strengthen
the legal and material guarantees that ensured the f:lll exercise of human rightfl in
its tetritory. Unfortunately, many Western countrie8 had not followed its
example. It could therefore be asked what policies the Governments of those
countries applied in ord~r to eliminate hunger, housing shortages, illiteracy and
unemployment among tens of millions of their citizens.

38. At the Committee'S previous meeting, the United States representativ~ had
refp.~red to several matters, but had carefully avoided making any comm lt regarding
the exercise of human rights in his own country, where discrimination against
black8 and othor minorities, persecution of political dissid~nts who were
considered dangerous, and arbitrary and unlawful acts by the police and the Ku Klux
Rlan constituted a cruel affront to the freedom that the country's founders had
promised future generations.

3q. rn the United States freedom meant that 20 million citizens of th~ r~chest

capitalist country in the world were free to die of hunger, ~ome 3 mi~li~n were
free to be homeless, and 14 million children were free to be undernourished. In
the United States freedom was synonymous with money and money was synonymous with
power.

40. According to an article by Cyrus Vance, a former United States Secretary of
state, published in the journal Foreign Policy in late 1986, the definition of
human ri9hts had been distorted to the point where it was unrecognizable. In that
context, it should be added that political rights should also include the right to
food, housing and health care.

41. Consequently, the Byelorussian SSR supported the resolutions and dec~sions of
the Economic and Social Council aimed at promoting the right to housing, as well as
the protection of children, youth, the elderly and the handicapped, and was
prepared to ~o-operate in their future iMplementation.

42. His dp.legaticn had also joined the majority of States Members of the United
Nations in calling lor an end to South Africa's criminal policy of apartheid, wl.ich
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constituted a direct contradir.tion of the purposes and principles embodied in the
Charter and a crime against humanity. It also called for an end to the violation
of the human rights of ~he Namibian people and the immediate recognition of the
inalienable right of the Namibian and palestinian peoples to self-determination.

43. During the forty-third session of the Commission on Human Rights, the
Byelorussian SSR had supported the resolutions and decisions on the hU~3n rights
situations in Chile and El Salvador, as well as the extension of the ~andates of
the respective Special Rapporteurs.

44. The report on the human rights situation in El Salvador (A/42/64l) had
mentioned serious human rights violations in that country, including the death of
Mr. Anaya, President of the Human Rights Commission of El Salvador. His delpgation
considered that the conflict in El Sal~6dor could only be resolved through
cessation of outside interference, implementation of ~~e Esquipulas 11 Agreement,
introduction of profound economic and social reforms and recognition of the
l~gitimacy of the demands of the FMLN patriots.

45. The Byelorussian SSR also supported decis'-n 1987/149 of the Economic and
Social Council on the appointment of an expert from the Commission on Human Rights
to assist the Government of Guatemala in taking the necessary action to guarantee
respect for human rights in that country.

46. The -question of human rights in Afghanistan-, had been raised with clearly
political motives. Tha Afghan representative to the Committee had described on
several occasions how the young RepUblic of Afghanistan, in order to defend itsp.lf
against the counter-revolution supported by imperialist forces and their
mercen&ries, and in exercise of its legitimate rights in accordance with the
Charter of the united N~tions and bilateral agreements, had requested assistance
from the soviet Union.

47. As had been reiterated on various occasions, Soviet armed forr.es would
withdraw from Alyhanistan through a decision of the Afghan Government, when
imperialist intervention cease~. It should be emphasized that the nat~onal

reconciliation policy adopted by the Afghan Government gefered refugees the
opportunity to return to their country with diynity.

48. The Byelorussian SSR considered that the report on the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan (A/42/667) was not objective and reflected a total lack of
understanding regarding the goals of the -April revolution- and the national
reconciliation policy. The draft resolution on Afghanistan sponsored by the
Western countries was also not objective. The continuous, unfounded attacks by
Turkey against Bulgaria were also clearly politically motivated.

49. His delegat\on welcomed the appointment of a Special Rapporteur from the
Commission on Human Rights to study the question of mercenaries, and hoped that his
report would make a positive contribution to the work of the Sixth Committee.
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50. Mr. GUTIERRRZ (Costa Rica) said that Costa Rica's concern for human rights wa:
born of its long democratic tradition and its conviction that the protection of
human rights was, together with the maintenance of international peace and
security, one of the baeic reasons for the existence of the United Nations. Costa
Rica therefore enthusiastically welcomed the advances made in that regard,
including the entry into force of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment, which Costa Rica had signed and ratified. He hopec
that an lncreas;ng number of States would sign and ratify the Convention each year,
until eventu~lly all Members of the Organization had done so.

51. The conventions on human rights develope~ and broadened the general concepts
contained in the Charter; the latter, however, should always be considered the
basis for the jurisdiction of the United Nations over aac~ and everyone of its
States Members, empowering it to act in cases of serious human rights violations.
Hence, Costa Rica was pleased that the four States to which Special Rapporteurs hac
been sent had recognized the jurisdiction of the UnHed Nations and had co-operatec
with the respective Special Rapporteurs.

52. Nevertheless, it was undeniable that there had been different degrees of
c?-operation, and the United Nations should not be satisfied with minimum
co-operation. The fact that. for the first time, there had been no absolute
rejection of the activities of the Special Rapporteurs did, however, constitute a
noteworthy advance for international jurisdiction in the area of human rights.

53. The Special Rapporteur system, the advantages of which wer D undeniable, was
characterized by one problem: the impossibility of avoiding selectivity with
regard to the cases to which a special Rapporteur would be assigned. Costa Rica
had therefore suppo.ted the pro~sal to create the post of United Nations High
Co~~issionel for Human Rights, similar to the post of the United Nations High
Commissioner for ~efugees, whose usefulness had been amply demonstrated. Only
through creation of such a post would it be pO~8ible to complete the task of
equipping the Organization with all the elements necessary for the universal
promotion of respect for and effective exercis~ of human rights.

54. With respect to the report on lluman rights in the ISlamic Republic of Iran
(11./42/648), while welcoming the fact that the Iranian Government had increased the
partial coo-operation it extended to the Special Representative through both written
material and p~rsonal cont~cts, he regretted that such co-operation had not
attained the level repeatedly requested by both the General Assembly and the
Commission on Human Rights in their resolutions on that matter.

55. His delegation supported the conclusion of the Special Representative to the
effect that acts continued to occur in Iran which were inconsistent with the
international instruments to which that country was bound. Furthermore, his
Government was astonishe~ that the Iranian Government did not consider the Baha'i
community as a religious minority, whereas in Cost~ Rica, a country with a Catholic
majority, that community was recognized as a religious minority, in spite of the
fact that its popUlation wr3 obviously much smaller than in the country of its
or ig in.
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56. With re~pect to AfghanistAn, h~ wished to stress, among the positive aspects,
the wide co--operation extended by the Government to the Special Rapporteur, as well
as the poli<;y" of lIaU"nal reconciliation declared by the Afghan .1uthorit .es, which
had resulted in some improvement in the human rights situation.

57. Nevertheless, the following facts, citert by the Special Rappo,.teur in his
report (A/42/667), wre not to be forgottenl seriouB contraventions of humanitarian
lrw and human rights continued to occur in combat areas, there were still many
political detainees, brutality in prisons continued to be commonplaceJ and
trp.8tm.nt of pr.isoners was not in conformity with humanitarian law. Furthermore,
there had been an increase in terrorist acts against Afghans within and outside
Afghanistan, and the new draft constitution contained ~o real guarantees for the
effective realization of the entire range of human rights.

58. With respect to the human rights situation in Chi lp, his delegation was
pleased that the Government UL Chile ha. provided ample facilities to the Speci81
Rapporteur for the accomplishment of his mandate, that it had decided not t~ allow
the National Information Agency to continue to hold detainees on its premises and
th~t i~ had authori7.ed the International Committre of the Red Cros~ (ICRC) to make
periodic ins~ctions of the deten~10n ~entres, particularly preventive-detention
centres.

59. In contrast, Costa Rica was concerned tnat the Chilean judiciary continued to
be sevp.rely restricted and co~~itioned by the extraordin4ry and excessive powe~s

conferred on the executive ~.anch ~y the Constitution. Other ~larming facts were
the various examples of violence cited by the special Rap~rteur, t~e precarious
situation of the Chilean press, the number of allegations received by the Special
Rapporteur regarding very serious violations of human rights, and the fact that the
application of the two states of emer.gency (state of emergency ~nd state of danger
of disturbanc.~ of law and order) were soul~ces of frequent infrin9~ments on the
exercise of human rights.

60. His delegation believed that the plebiscite of 1989 would serve to demonstrate
conclusivelJ whether the Chilean people could freely exprells lheir opinion
regarding the current Government and to determine whether th~ country was actually
in transition towards a representative democracy like that which, in the past, had
made that country an example of liberty for Latin America and the world.

61. With respect to the report on the sit~ation of human rights in El Salvador
(A/42/641), it was worth noting on the positive side, the concern of the
constitutional powers with the respect for human rights and the creation of the
International Verification and Follow-up Commission ~n accordance with the
EJquipulas commitments. Regrettably, those advances were tarnished by conditions
which were of intense concern lo Costa Rica, namely, the deterioration of economic,
social and cultural rights owing to various factors, the occurencp. of inhuman or
degrading treatment during police interrogations of political rrisoners, the
unsatisfactory nature of the criminal-justice system, and the abductions and
summary executions, including in particular that of Mr. Anaya, Chairm~n of the
Salvadorian Human Rights Commission.
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62. Finally, Costa Rica applauded the brAve and encouraging return to El Salvador
of the leaders of the civilian, left-wing opposition of that country in order to
participate in the rnlitical p~ocess. The fate of not only the implementation of
human rights ill El Salvador but also the Centra 1 Amer iean peace prncess depended on
the results of the actions or those leaders.

63. Mr. MOUNKHOU (Mongolia) said that the Commission on Human Rights and the
Economic and Social Council had done praiseworthy work with regard to the serious
human rights violations caused by racism, discrimination, apartheid and the
anti-popular and aggressive policies of some Governments.

64. Among tho~e situations, the United Nations had to give ~riority attention to
the elimination of apan:heid. The situation in South Afr -:, demanded the adoption
of immediate and effective measures, in the form of comprehensive and mandatory
sanctions.

65. In Chile, El Salvador, South Korea and Guatemala, there continued to be
serious human rights violations. Notwithstanding, the ThiLd Committee, instead of
concentrating its attention on those situations, wasted time slandering countries
which, like Afghanistan, were attempting to achieve better living conditions for
their pe"Ples.

66. Mongolia assigned the highest priority to international co-operation in the
humanitarian and human rights fields, aimed at promoting the well-being of
individuals and their fUll development. Such co-operation must be based on the
obserVance oZ the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and other
instruments of international law, in particUlar the principle of non-interference
In the internal affairs of other Slates.

67. He was referring, in particular, to the double standard which some cOlll,tries
applled to the subject of human rights. Such cpuntries demanded that other
countries respect human rights while they themselves tolerated discrimination and
violated the rights to employment, housing, saucation and health. Those countries
called themselves democracies, while the true democracies were those which fought
for national liberation and self-determination.

68. With reference to incernational co-operation in the field of human rights, he
sud that: ~ ,('h co-operation promoted peace and the well-being of peoples. For
the Lr part, '! .•, socialist countries had taken the initiative to promote an
internatic,nal order of security and co-operation based on humeri rights and the
elim~lIation ot dis';rimination and apartheid. N..'lertheless, they believed that the
defence of human righl's could not be used as an p.xcuse for im"erference in the
internal affairs of sovereign States.

69. In that connection, the report on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan
(A/42/667), although different from the previous ones on that subject, shared their
lack of impattiality. It did not explain that the difficulties facing Afghanistan
originated in the war being waged against that country.

I ...



A/C. 3/42/SR. 57
English
page 12

(Mr. aotounkhou, ~1'lIij"li~)

70. The Afghanistan Government had set itself the objective of reconciliation and
peace in order to ensure respect for human rights. Nevertheless, the draft
resolution concerning the situation in Afghanistan (A/C.3/42/L.40) was not designed
to promote that objective. Conse~uent1y, his delegation waa unable to aupp~rt it.

71. Mr. MEZA (El Salvador) said that the historic agreement signed by the five
Central American Presidents in Esquipulas gave hope of a solution to the crisi~ in
Central America. The Central American Gov~rnments were fulfilling the commitments
thfty had assumed on behalf of their peoples.

72. In that connection, the award of the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize to
President Oscar Arias S'nchez of Coata Rica as the originator of the agr~ement

showed that the whc-·le world realized Central America constituted a threat to world
Pftace and that the best way to solve the crisi~ was for the Central American
peoples themselves to take a hand.

73. In everyone of the Central American countries, the political and ~ven the
armed opposition had senped that the will for peace was serious, clear arid
determined and that the time had come to reconcile differences through democratic
political compromise.

74. In fulfilment of its undertakings, the Government of El Salvador had set up
national commissions to handle the various stages in the procedures provided f.:Jr in
the Esquipu1as Agreement and had tried to secure the support of all aectors fOl the
cause of national reconciliation, despit& obstacles put in its way by the
ultra-right minorities and the violent action by the ultra-left minorities.

75. The people of El Salvador, like all the Central American peoples, longed for
peace, an end to internal violence ~nd the removal of all the obstacles to peaceful
and friendly coexistence in Central America.

76. To that end the Government of El Salvador had taken a number of measures t~

end mi 11 tary operations, which had been respected by the civil defence ar.d armed
forces. Arrangements had also been made for humanitarian and material assistance
to be given to the armed rebels - members of PMLN-FDR -, who tOOK advantage of the
amnesty that had been de~lared and for their sick and wounded to be cared for in
public hospitals.

77. Yet the rebel forces had responded to the cease-fire order by a show of force
and belligerency that was very different from their protestations of peace in
international circles. The Special Representative of the ')mmlssion on Human
Rights for El Salvador had himself witnessed the acts of provocation by sectolS of
the far left while the Government had been engaged in talks with the opposition.

78. The Government of El Salvador shared the concern aroused by the deal~ of
Mr. Anaya Sanabria, which the extreb.e left had hastened to attribute to government
forces. The assassination had also been laid at Lhe door of Aector~ of th~ extreme
right, and the extreme-left organization8 themselves were nut beyond suspicion.
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79. Central America deserved a breathing-space, and thft Government of El Salvador
des~rved recognition of its supreme efforts to bring about democracy, justice and
peace i~ the country. It would be discouraging if the Assembly adopted a
resolution on the lines of those adopted in the past four years, disregarding the
steady improvement in the situat:,n in El Salvador, which the Special
Representati"e of the Commissio~ on Human Rights had described in his report, and
the Govecnrner-t'c adherence t~ international humani~arian instruments.

80. He wel~om~& the statement by the r.presentative of Denmark on behalf of the
member countri~s of the luropean Eccnomic Community, putting the Government's
actions in their proper perspective in relation to the subject under discussion,
and the statement by the representative of Brazil, urging that no one should
projudge the results of the broad progra~e of co-operation for peace and justic8
under way in Central ~merica, in which the que.tion of human rights was one of the
principal elements. He therefore urged Lhe Committee to support draft resolvtlon
A/C.3/42/L.62.

81. Mr. KIVIMAKI (Finland) expressed great concern at the massive human rights
violations that persisted in many States. The principles of the United Nations
Chartsr, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the other human rights
instrum,'nts were still far from being generally l.mplemented, although all Member
States, including those which were not parties to the International Covendnts on
Human Rights, hRd pledged themselves to promote the enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

82. The codification of human rights norms undertaken since the Second World War
had produced impressive results. There were still, however, tasks to be done, in
:'articular the drafting of a convention on the rights of the child, which should
cover crisis and war situations. Finland w.s also participating in the ~reparation

of a socond optional protocol to the International Covenant on Civil anu Political
Rights aimed at abolishing the death pena:ty.

83. Other important Questions included the drafting of an international convention
on the protection of the rights of all migrant wo=kers and their families, the
protection of the human rights of minorities and ~he drafting of a declaration on
the right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs to promote and
protect human rights.

84. The Ullited Nations should strive for impartiality in its response to
allegations of human rights violatio'lls in Member States. In recent years, however,
the subject of human rights had taken on d~.tinct polit~c.l and selective overtones
which weakened the impact ot the United Nations and the co-operation between
Gover:,...... ;.s which was essential in promoting human rights.

85. Pinland had emphasized thp responsibility of States in improving the
implementation of human tights and fundamental freedoms. What was needed now was
for the Governments concerned, th3 united Nations S~cretary-Genetal, the Commission
on Human Rights and the special r~presentativea and rapporteura to join forces to
make the United N~tions human rights machinery produce more effective results.
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86. The .ystem of special rap90~teurs was ono of the major achievements within
that machinery. Although reports varied in quality and approach, they contained
condensed and 6ubstantiated information not available from other sources. It was
therefore regrettable that some Governments did not co-operate fl'Uy with the
Apftcial rapporteurs. Finland considered that once Governments had ratified the
tnternational Covenants on Human Rights they Were under an obligation to co-operate
with the United Nations in implementing them.

87. Ms. CLARK (New Zealand) said that, as a result of the work of the United
Nations, it was now cle~ ly established that international law concerned not only
relations between States, but also the standards to be followed by each State in
the treatment of its own citizens. At the current stage in the work of the
organization, it was necessary, first, to decide how the f~rther elaboration of
human rights standards should proceed and, .econd, to consider the best way to
ensure the implementation of existing norms.

88. Any new stan~ard should represent a high degree of international consensus.
New definitions Hhould be subject to precise criteria. Repetition and duplication
of material in different instruments might cLeate uncertainty about the application
and interpretation of the instruments and reduce their effectiveness. In that
context, New Zealand referred to the work of the working Group on Indigenous
Populations. That was a case where the existing provisions of. international
instruments were no\ always being fully taken into account.

89. Anothu factor which frequ.ntlY complica\'.ed standard-setting wo¥k was the
ill-defined relationship of group rights to individual rights. The Charter Ol the
United Nations did not state exactly what a human right was. The universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Rights could
serve as a g"idft in that regard. 'they, like other United Nlltions instruments,
emphasized the rights of the individual citizen.

90. On that basis, certain delegations argued that group or collective riqhts
could not be considered human rights. New Zealand felt that, although group riqhtR
were not "classical" or "tradition~l" human rights, it was logicallY necessary to
recognize that international law was evolving. Furthermore, it might be argued
that it was not strictly true that collective rights were not recogniZed under
existing instruments.

91. As examples in that regard, mention should be made of article 1 (2) of the two
International Covenants on Human Rights, article 25 of the Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and article 27 of the Int~rn&tional Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights. It should also be pointed out that the right of minorities
was a well-established concept (the Sub-Commission on Prevention of o:scrimination
and Protection of Minorities had been set up in 1946).

92. New Z@aland, moreover, did not accept the view that support for collective
rights would necessarily lead to a weakening of respect for individual rights. Her
country did not support collective rights simply for reasons of utility. AltholJqh
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the proce£~ of standard-setting was continuous, a proliferation of inRtruments
might ultimately do more harm than good for the protection of human riqhts.

93. New instruments shOuld be de'eloped only w~ere there was a proven need to
protect I:ights not already protected. Otherwise, that would lead'" 'y to
inconsistency, imprecision or ambiguity, which was not desirable.

94. The Working Group on Indigenous Populations, therefo.e, miqht do better to
concentrate on clearly defining the rights already provided for under international
law and the ways to monitor and improve their implementation, and should add new
rights only where ~hey were unique to the situation of'indigenous qroups.

95. Standard-setting was a crucial Zunction of the Unitftd Nations. The monitorinq
of the implp,·t-ation of such standards was no less important. The reporting
proce(~res a fundamental aspect of that process. The supervisory mechanisms
were facing Jor difficulties owing to overdue reports, hudgetary problems and the
failure of some States parties to cn ' with their financial obligations. It was
imperative that solutions should be ) to th0se difficulties.

9~. New Zealand supported any sensible rationalization of the reporting
procedures, including lengthening of reportinq cycles, consolidation of overdue
reports or prOVision of technical assistance to Governments, although she suspected
that the only realistic solution was the first one.

97. Her country attached particular importance to the work carried out hy the
Ad Hoc Workinq Group of Experts on human rights in southern Africa, which
investiqated charges of torture and ill-treatment of pri~oners and persons in
police custody in South Africa, and also allegations of violations of trade union
rights in South Africa. That country war. the worst example of the denial of rights
to a large qroup on racial grounds. The international community, therefore, should
categorically condemn that inhuman system.

98. Referring to the position to be taken hy the international community
concerning specific cuses of serious violations of human rights, she said that
measures based on political factors should not be adopted. Nor should anythinq be
done without first establishing the facts. That gave risp. to the importance of
appointing special rapporteurs or replesentatives. Furthermore, it was essential
that the Governments concerned l!hould co-operate with them. Otherwiae, they would
only be prejudicing their own ~ases.

99. Mr. ORAMAS OLIVA (Cuha) said thL , in order to arrive at a just and
comprehensive approach to human rights questions, it was not enouqh to eliminatp
the causes of the violations of those rig~ts. Rather it wan np.cessary to strive to
achieve international co-operation based on ml'tual respect ISnd non"interferencp i.n
the internal affairs of States, always bearing in mind th~ ill'livisibility ",nd
interdependence of the various rights. Making the exercise of one type of rights
Rubject to the enjoyment of others would limit and undermine the concept and scopp
of human rights under current conditions.
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100. The existence of social structures which intrinsically qave rise to inequality
and the international ~~itions which impeded, and, in many cases, pr~vented in
the most brutal manner the development of peoples underscored the importanc.- of
analysing the relationship between the different types of rights. The millions of
parsons who died of hunger, malnutrition and epidemics in Asia, Africa and Latin
America could not consider the so-called formal rights their first priority. It
was a question of guaranteeing the right to life, and that right was the primary
one, the crucial and most important one.

101. Although it was true that development was e3sential in order to achieve the
full exercise of economic, social and cultural rights, it was also a fact that the
re~iRtrib~tion of the income and resources accumulated through the development
Pl JCess constituted the basis for achieving a certain degree of justice at the
domestic level which would enable all sectors of society, without distirction or
discrimination, to attain a quality of life in keepinq with the desired objectives.

102. In that context, one could not maintain either that the societies which were
divided into classes, where a few had access to all the goods and services and the
rest had access to nothing, were the must capable of progressing towar~s the
achievement of such objectives.

103. Human rlght~ should not be used to divert attention from the real objectives.
The defence of the "formal rights" to the detriment of the geniune purposes was a
Pos ... tion which must be opposed.

104. In that regard, the Commission On Hyman Rights continued to promote a fair and
cOlllllendable approach to the question. The appointinq of special:apporteurs was a
positive practice in that field, although Cuba considered that th~ number of such
rapporteurs should not be increased indiscriminately.

105. The reappearance or increase of certain racist and Fascist tendencies in some
Western countries, based on racial tn:.olerance, the false superiority of one race
over another., hatred and terror, w~r~ an alarming phenomenon. It should not be
forqotten that over 50 years earlier, similar situations had given rise to fascism
and nazism which had led to the greatest holocaust ever witnessed or p"dured in the
history of mankind. The violations of human riqhts in South Africa and Namibia and
in the occupied Arab territories also caused Cuba deep concern.

106. Despite the Guatemalan Gove,nment's desire for peace, the Esquipulas 11
Agreement had been ignor~d in word and deed by the Guatemalan army, wtich
maintained that Lt was not applicable to that cou~trv and hampered the civilIan
Government's effor"ts to achieve a cease-fire, as well as to further progress in
puttinq an end to violations of :luman rights.

107. There continued to be numerous rep ts of murders for political motives, cases
of torture and disappearances, the vast lllajority of which were attribute~ to the
security forces ana the army. All that, ~nfortunately, restricted the
opporturuties for bringing geniune democracy to Guatemala.
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108. Various parts of the special Representative·s report on the situation of human
rights and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador (A/42/641) were biased especially
with respect to sources of information.

109. Moreover, the Special Representative had failed te perform the specific task
entrusted to him by the General Assembly and the Commi6~ion on Human Rights to
report on government attacks on hospitals and wounded and disabled persons Although
there had been ratheL alarming occurr~nces of that kind.

]10. In that connection, mention should be ma~e of the destruction of an FMLN
nllitary clinic on 13 June 1987 by troops ~f the Raman Belloe~ battalion. In th~

clinic were four wounded soldiers, being lookod after by' two auxiliary health
workers. The ~unded and one of the health workers were murdered by the soldiers
near the village of San Fernando, the other health worker was still missing, That
and other cases of abuse against those wounded by the war and the health personnel
and military hospitals of the FMLN constituted violations oC ~he Geneva Conventions.

111. Th~ Special Representative's report also tried to justify political detentionR
with misleading arguments. The alarming figures published by the Government
itself, according to which those detentions numbered 253 a month, were also
omitted.

112. All the above showed clearly that the human rights aituation in El Salvador
was still very worrying and called for continUed study by the United Nations and
other specialized international organizations. To that elld, the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities of the Commission on
Human Rights had adopted a resolution r.questin~ the Special Rerresentative to
include in his next report the information submitted by humanitarian organizations
on the alarming magnitude of the se=ious and brutal violations of human rights in
El Salvador.

113. New facts had confirmed the concern expressed by the Sub-Commission, .ncluding
the murder of Mr. Anaya, Chairman of the Commission on Ruman Rights of El Salvador,
alld the promulgation of the amnesty law, which had eliminated the possibility of
arresting officials responsible for violations of liuman rights, so that the armed
forces, which were accused of seriolls violations, woul~ remain unpunished and
unpurged. The miiitary must respect the rule of law.

114. The situation of human rights in Chile, far from improving, continued to
deteriorate. The violence Characteristic of the Pinochet regime had increased to
such a point that barbarous acts were comm~tted, such aa burning alive defenceless
citizens. The situation was sr clear an~ obvious t:lat there could be no possible
doubts of any kind.

115. It was therefore incomprehensible and lamentable that the Special Rapporteur
in his report (A/42/556) had again failed to study with sufficient riqour all the
factors which made up the sad reality of Chilean life. The report was at times
extremely ambiguous, and at other times superficial.
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116. Consequently, Cuba felt bound to repeat that 8eriouB violations of human
rights continued to be oommitted in Chile, tortl're, ill-treatment of detainees,
searches, raids, individual and mass arrests, murders of political opponents,
disappearances and banishment of opponenta of the regime to towns in the interior
of the country.

111. All that constituted an affront to human dignity and was made possible, by the
continued economic and military support which the Pi,nochet r'gime had been
receiving from the United States Gover~n:.nt, which defended it, as it defended the
racist regime in South Afrioa and so many other repressive, dictatorial regimes
throughout the ~rld.

118. Yet, in such circumstances, the Pinochet regime had the effrontery to submit a
draft resolution attacking Mexico, one ~f the most democratic countries in the
continent. That was an insult to the M~xican people and was merely a clumsy
attempt to intimidate a Government which tht'oughout history had resisted pressure,
ignored threats, had been consistent in tile positions it adopted at the
international leve. and et the same time ha~ maintained a resolute, praiseworthy
and courageous policy in defence of tho most noble causes.

119. To attack Mexico, as the precedi~ day it had attacked Cuba, was to use human
rights as a crude political weapon agai1at any country with which it disagreed or
which was intent on holding firm, independent positions. One day it was Mexico,
the next it could be any other State represented in the Committee.

120. He reminded the Committee that, at .the ~receding meeting, the author of the
book Silent Missions had delivered a st6teinent 28 paragraphs in length, with four
paragraphs devoted to Cuba, in which h~ accused that country of c~imes, torture and
violations of human rights. The former deputy head of the CIA, who had been
responsible for several bloody coup d"ta~ in Latin America, seemed to forget that,
when the dictat~r Batista was committing murder in Cuba, the Un~led States had
supplied him with arms and police advis8i.9.

121. The "champion" of human Lights also forgot that the North American specialized
agencies, in the name of democracy or the Pax Americana, sent thair advisers to any
vile dictatorship to teach the most brutal and cruel methods o~ torture for use
against those who dared to rebel against tn~ current r'gime.

122. Nor had the United States representative in the Committee, brandishing the
banner of human rights, refrained from c.iticizing Cuba, apparen~ly forgetting that
the records of the United States Congress contain~d evidence of the 4tc~ck8

organized by the CIA against Cuban leaders. It would be better for the United
States if it joined the fight against apartheid and the dictatorships in Chile and
Paraguay, instead of attacking Cuba and suppotting the counter-reVolutionary forces
of Nicaragua.

123. The United States repreoentative attach~d no importance to the measures being
adoptp~ in Cuba because they did not sat~sfy the wishes of his country. R~t lies
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and calumnies harmed the cause of human rights. Reason and prudence must prevail,
campaigns of misrepresentation must cease and the principles for which so much
blood had been shed must be respected.

124. Mr. AMSELEM (United States of America), speaking on a point of order, said
that the tradition of freedom of expression which ruled in the Main Committees of
the General Assembly made it permissible to attack the Governments of Member states
or their policies. However, personal attacks on those representing their countries
wer~ not to be tolerated. It would be easy to comment on members of the Cuban
delegation. He would, however, refrain from yielding to the temptation of doing
so, since it would in no way contribute to the Committee's work.

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.


