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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m,

AGENDA ITEM 94: ELIMINATION OF ALL PORMS OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE (continued)
{A/41/3 (chap. V, sect. A}, A/41/70-8/17708, A/41/93, A/41/113-S/17760,
A/41/117-5/17765, A/41/138-8/17797, A/41/167, A/41/177, A/41/178 and Corr.1,
A/41/183, A/41/341-5/18065 and Corr.1l, A/41/607)

AGENDA ITEM 95: HUMAN RIGHTS AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS
{continued) (A/41/3 (chap. V, sect. A), A/41/70-5/17708, A/41/183, A/41/316,
A/41/463 and Add.l, A/41/607)

AGENDA ITEM 96: QUESTION OF A CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD (continued)
(A/41/3 (chap. V, sect. A), A/41/70-S/17708, A/4.1/607)

AGLUNDA ITEM 97 INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS (continued) (A/41/3
(chap. I1I, sect, C and chap. VII), A/41/40, A/41/70-8/17708, A/41/113-5/17760,
A/4l/316f A/41/326, A/41/509, A/41/607, A/41/695, A/41/701-S/18394)

va) REPORT OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE (continued)

(b) STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS,
THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAI, RIGHTS AND THE OPTIONAIL
PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS: REPORT
OF THE SECRUTARY~GENERAL (continued)

A DA ITEM 98: KEPORTING OBLIGATIONS OF STATES PARTIES TO UNITED NATIONS
CONVENTIONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/41/510)

AGENDA .TEM 103: TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR
PUNISHMENT: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/41/3 (chap. V,
sect. A), A/41/511, A/41/607, A/41/701-S/18394, A/41/706)

1. Mr., THORSTEINSSON (Iceland), speaking on behalf of the five Nordic countries,
reiterated their strong support for the early completion and adoption of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, being drafted by the open-ended Working
Group set up by the Commission on Human Rights. It was comforting to note that
considerable progress had been made at the last meeting of the Working Group in
January 1986 and that a large number of non-aovernmental organizations had
participated in the drafting and had put forward many constructive proposals. The
Nordic countries would like to thank Poland and the United Nations Children's

Fun¢ (UNICEF) for their preparatory work. A wider country representation from all
regions would be desirable in the preparations. It was essential that the Working
Group should meet in J:nuary 1987, as scheduled, so that it would be able to submit
the draft Convention to the Human Rights Committee in February 1987.

2. The mos* important aspect of the remainina work was the implementation of the
Con 'ention. It was vital that the rules ne formulated so as to establish the most
effective safequards for the rights of children. The Nordic countries were glad

that provisions had been included in the draft to protect children in times of war,
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guch as a ban on the recruitment of children, and to protect them against
unsatisfactory working conditions. Many of the provisions in the draft were
already included in other international instruments and applied to adults as well
as children, WNevertheless, the Nordic countries felt that a Convention dealing
specifically with the vights of children was fully justified in recognition of
their special status.

3. Mr. POERSCHKE (German Democratic Republic) said that over a period of 10 years
the Human Rights Commit:tee had done useful work, establishing important criteria
for the establishment of universal human rights standards and for the equitable
co-operation of States in the application of such standards under their respective
legal systems. The German Democratic Republic had ratified the Conventions on
human rights 10 years ago and from the outset had attached great significance to
the work of the Human Rights Committee. It was glad to note that the number of
States which had acceded to the Conventions had increased considerably, although it
regretted that a number of States had not yet ratified them. It was impossible to
speak convincingly about respect for human rights in other countries without even
being willing to assume obligations for one's own country and while making every
effort to keep live the criminal apartheid régime which had become a symbol of the
negation of the fundamental precept of all human rights, i.e. that all human beings
were equal.

4, There were two factors which explained why the Human Rights Committee had been
able to accomplish such successful and broadly recognized work. The mutual
confiience existing between States and the Committee was obviously rooted in the
Committee's orientation towards co-operation, which found its expression in the
application of the consensus principle, based on respect for differing views and
systems within a pluralistic world. The Committee had not allowed itself to be
persuaded to go beyond its mandate and transform the reporting procedure into a
covert fact-finding or complaint procedure. Such an attitude merited appreciation,
for it was not at all easy to resist the pressure put on the Committee through
interventionist propaganda campaigns organized by States not parties to the
Convention,

5. An important prerequisite for the Committee's success had been and continued
to be the recognition that, in order to maintain a constructive dialogue, both the
Committee and the States parties must be ready to listen to each other. Dialogue
did not end in decisions, judgements, recommendations or obgervations by one side.
His delegation was convinced that the Committee could bring greater influence to
bear if, in considering the reports of the States Parties, it took more care to
identify the specific problems arising for individual countries in the
implementation of international human rights standards. The universality of such
standards as defined in the Covenant was not reflected in their uniform
implementation but in the recognition they they could be implemented in many
different ways according to the social and historical backqround of every nation;
it was also reflected in the international co-operation necessary for their
promotion.
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6. The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomed all efforts aimed at
improving the present reporting system and avoiding duplication. However, it would
have serious doubts if a uniform mechanism applicable to all reporting procedu.es
were introduced. The existing Covenants differed in both their subject-matter and
implementation machinery. Those differences were politically intended by States
when elaborating the Covenants. Consequently, standardization would ignore or
violate the political intentions of States.

7. Mr. ATTEWELL (Canada) said that standard-setting had been the first task of
the Organization in the field of human rights when it started its work in 1946.
The Canadian delegation had consistently viewed the standard-setting phase of
United Nations action as the first element in a longer process. That process had
two additional phases: one involved the translation of agreed standards into
binding obligations; the other involved establishing effective implementation
machinery to ensure that standards were put into practical effect. Those three
steps - standard-setting, treaty-making and implementation - were complementary.

8. While the standard-setting activities of the United Nations had been
impressive, there were several important gaps. Work on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child represented the kind of detailed, intensive standard-setting
and treaty-making activity which could help to broaden the basis of standards.
That was especially relevant given the many innovations in domestic treatment of
that issue in jurisdictions over the last three decades.

9. A much more difficult issue was that of technological development, which had
major implications for human rights and for the evolution of entire societies.
Perhaps the best approach in that and similar cases where the sheer magnitude of
the issue hindered progress was to break the item into complementary pacts. With
respect to technology, for example, one of the foremost implications in the field
of human rights was the impact of technological developments on freedom of
information and on the rights of individuals and groups to protection from
lisclosure of personal and private materials gathered in computerized data bases.
The Third Committee and the Commission on Human Rights should consider that
question more closely.

10. There were several other areas w are standard-setting could be ernhanced, for
exa.aple, the rights of minorities. Although it was important to adopt definitions
and define standards which could be applied to all reginns and situations, the
problemg of minorities in many countries were of pressing lmportance. An example
was the situation of religious minorities in Iran and of Jews who wished to leave
the Soviet Union. In cae sense, those situations reflected a failure to implement
existing standards of hvman rights; in another gsenpoe, a reinvigorated instrument
dealing with the rights of minorities would make it posaible to assess those
situations and monitor violations more effectively.

11. Similarly, the right to promote human rights needed to he accorded greater
importance. Various international instruments already contained guar&ntees
relating to freedom of opinion, freedom of expression and the right to promote
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human rights. In many countries, however, persons were imprisoned, subjected to
internal exile, removed from their jobs or even incarcerated in psychiatric
institutions simply because they advocated that their countries should adhere in
practice to the rights and obligations which existed in theory in their
constitutions. Canada supported the activities of the Commission on Human Rights
regarding the riaht to promote humen rights.

12. His delegation was also in favour of greater involvement by the United Nations
in the elaboration ot standards dealing with the rights of indigenous populations.
The first step would be to adopt a coherent standard-setting strategy which could
apply to all parts of the world in which there were indigenous populations. Then
follow-up work could be undertaken on the binding obligations and the types of
implementation mechanisms necessary to effect a total transformation in approaches
to that issue within the United Nations.

13. His delegation once again praised the Human Rights Committee for its excellent
work. 1In 1986 the Committee had again submitted to the General Assembly a report
which showed the seriousness with which it was fulfilling its responsibilities to
monitor the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. He looked forward to the first report to be submitted to the Economic and
Social Council by the newly established Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights. The membership of the new Committee led his delegation to believe that its
wo: would be as successful as that of the Human Rights Committee.

14. The General Assewbly had affirmed that all human rights and fundamental
freedoms were indivisible and interdependent and that equal attention should be
given to the implementation, promotion and protection of economic, social and
cultural rights ard civil and political rights. His delegation therefore believed
that the two bodies of experts established to monitor the implementation of the
Covenants should receive all possible assistance from the General Assembly in
carrying out their tasks, Both bodies should have summary records in view of the
importance of those documents in publicizing the practice and jurisprudence of the
bodies responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Covenants.

15. Mrs. SARANGERE (Mongolia) said that the International Covenants on Human
Rights occupied a central place in the system of international instruments on the
subject. The entry into force of the Covenants h:. marked a new stage in the
evolution of international co-aperation to ensure respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms. The Covenants proclaimed the right of all peoples to
self-determination, namely their right to determine their own political system and
pursue their economic, social and cultural development, and also the right to
dispose freely of their own natural resources.

16. The genocidal acts of the imperialist countries against sovereign States and
their constant interference in the internal affairs of countries which had :hosen
an independent course of development not only constituted violations of the
Covenants hut also prevented peoples from achieving national and social
emancipation. The right to life was of fundamental importance among human rights.
Currently, with the advances made in space and nuclecar technoloay, it was only by
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building up international trust and security that the necessary conditions could be
created to achieve peace and freedom without sinch threats as “"Star wars”. Her
delegation stressed the importance of the General Assembly's recent decision to
consider in 1987 the provisions of the declaration prnrosed by Mongolia on the
right of peoples to peace.

17. Human rights and fundamental freedoms were universal. Political, civil,
economic, social and cultural rights were interlinked and interdependent. The
recognition of that interdependence was an essential requirement for implementina
the provisions of the International Covenants on Human Rights. There could be no
talk of human rights when in the streets beggars were dying of hunger and exposure
and were being denied their most elementary rights, while millions of dollars were
being spent on the manufacture of arms, which further reduced the already slim
budget devoted to social purposes. Human rights could not be invoked when
assassins were sent to undermine the independence of States and when peaceful towns
were attacked and their inhabitants were killed. It was alarming that some States
did not wish to adhere to the most important instruments in the sphere of human
rights. The United Nations should call upon all States which had not yet done 80O
to ratify the instruments on human right

18. In Mongolia human rights were fully reepected and the Consiitution guaranteed
the equality of rights of all citizens in the economic, social and cultural
spheres. Mongolia, as a State party to the International Covenants on Human
Rights, honoured the obligations it had undertaken and submitted periodic reports.
The report considered in 1986 had been commended by the members of the Committee.
Mongolia, together with other socialist countries, had submitted a proposal for the
establishment of a comprehensive system of international security, since the
security of States was closely linked with the struggle to ensure respect for human
rights, espe-ially the right to life in peace.

19. Scientific and technological progress could make valuable contributions to the
economic and social development of all countries. His delegation shared the views
expressed in General Assembly resolution 40/112 that the resources of mankind and
the activities of scientists should be used for the peaceful economic, sncial and
cultural development «~ yinlei +3 and for improvement of the living standards of
all people. It was important that States should comply with the provisions of the
Declaration on the use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of
Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind, as a means of protecting civil rights and
fundamental freedoms, particularly the right to life. Tn addition, his delegatior
fully endorsed resolution 40/111 concerning the riaht to life and the need for the
international community to make every effort to strengthen psace and to achieve
general and complete disarmament. He was concerned at the increasingly widespread
use of scientific and technological progress for military purposes, and
particularly at the fact that such extensive intellectual and material resources
were devoted to the arms race in outer space, in the so-called "Star Wars" While
the serious economic and social prob’ems in many countries constituted an ohstacle
to the enjoyment of fundamental rights and freedoms, the enormous expenditures on
the arms race cnuld not be justified on humanitarian grounds, as those who
supported the Strategic Defence Initiative sought to do.
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20. With regard to agenda item 96, it was very important to promote the physical
and spiritual development of children. He supported the proposal of Poland that a
convention on the rights of the child should be elaborated as aoon as possible and
welcomed the fact that the forty-second session of the Commission on Human Rights
had made some prog:ess in the elaboration of the draft convention. The adoption of
such a convention would be a testimony to the desire of Member States to improve
the condition of children.

21, Mr. ABDEL RAHMAN (Sudan) said that his country reaftirmed its commitment to
fundamental human rights. The importance of respect for the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of all, without distinction, was repeatedly underscored in the
Charter of the United Nations. Although all States Members of the United Nations
had undertaken to work towards those objectives, some States still had not fully
attained them, while others did not even recognize the validity of human rights. A
number of States continued their systematic violation of human rights because they
received the support of certain Powers.

22. The Sudan attached great importance to the question of human rights and the
protection of those rights was a principle enshrined in the Constitution. Since
the restoration of democracy, the Sudan had acceded to the International Covenants
on Human Rights and would soon accede to the Optional Protocols. Democracy had put
an end to a series of tragic events in the Sudan, which was now beqginning a new era
of hope in which fundamental rights and freedoms, the independence of the judiciary
and freedom of religion, were guaranteed.

23. The Sudan hoped that those Member States which had not yet done so would
ratify the International Covenants on Human Rights as soon as possible and
regretted that 20 years after the adoption of those Covenants, many countries had
still not acceded to them. Those States which claimed to have lofty ideals in the
area of human rights and which prided themselves on respect for such rights should
act in accorda ice with those ideals. Israel was an example of a State which
committed brutal violati ns of human rights and which had no moral authority to
pass judgement on such matters. Its accusations against the Sudan lacked any
factual l.asis.

24. He was concerned at the potential effects of the firuncial crisis of the
United Nations on the work of the Human Rights Committee. It was important that
the Committee should be able to continue to discharqe its mandate and the Sudan
therefore supported the decision adopted at the 696th meeting of the Committee,
concerning the formulation of provisional measures. He also supported the decision
taken at the ninth meeting of the States parties to the International Covenants on
Human Rights that summary records should be prepared for meetings of the States
parties.

25. The Sudan had submitted its fourth periolic report to the Secretary-General
for transmission to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

Some countries had had difficulties in submitting the reports. The report of the
Secretary-General (A/41/510) recommended appropriate measures to assist Member
States in that task. Nevertkeless, an effort should be made to simplify the format
and corresponding quidelines.

VA
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26. The Sudan had signed the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and would ratify it as soon as the neceasary
constitutional formalities had been fulfilled. 1In his «lew, the necessary measures
to eliminate torture should be taken by national authorities.

27. He reminded the States parties to the International Covenants on Human Rights
that it was necessary to keep in mind the criterion of geographical distribution in
the establishment of qroups charged with monitoring compliance with the Covenants,
and he hoped that future elections of experts would ensure equitable geographic
distribution.

28. Mr. TOTH (Hungary) said that the International Covenants on Human Rights were
not mere declarations but instruments that placed legal obligations on States
parties to guarantee fundamental freedoms, and that made them particularly
valuable. The effectiveness of the Covenants depended heavily on the strict
observance by States parties of their obligations thereunder and on the universal
acceptance of their provisions. It was a matter of qreat concern that only about
half of th~ States Members of the United Nationa had ratified or acceded to the
Internatic .al Covenants on Human Rights, since that meant that some countries were
unwilling to facilitate the monitoring activities of relevant bodies, such as the
Commission on Human Rights and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights. The ratification and implementation of the International Covenants,
together with proper reporting on implementation, constituted an integral part of a
country's human rights record.

29, 1In July 1986, the Human Rights Committee had considered the second periodic
report of Hungary. He hoped that the dialogue established on that occasion had led
to a greater understanding of the specific means applied by a socialist country
like Hungary in the implementation of the provisions of the Covenants.

30. The recent amendment of the Constitution, in 1983, had been one of the most
significant legislative events in Hungary, similar to the amendment of the Civil
Code in 1977, which had amplified the protection of personal rights as a result of
the obligations undertaken in signing the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. The text of that Covenant had Leen officially promulgated and
published, and its provisions had been dvly reflected in the law. In addition, on
25 June 1906, Hungary had signed the International Convention against Apartheid in
Sports and was considering the possibility of signing the Convention wjainst
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

31. With regard to agenda item 103, he shared the view that scientific ani
technological progress constituted one of the main elements for nromoting the
effective enjoyment of human rights. Scientific and technologi. il development
conld accelerate overall social and economic development and help to narrow the gap
be .ween vich and poor countries and do away with underdevelopment. At the same
time, one could not forget the posaible danger of misusing scientific development,
which could increase the nuclear threat and endanger the most fundamental human
right, namely, the right to 1life.
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32. His delegation considered it extremely important for children to grow up and
live in peace and believed that it was a common goal of the international community
to ensure that future generations learnesd all the values wihich formed an integral
part of the culture of mankind. His delegation appreciated the dedication of the
Polish experts who were drafting the convention on the rights of the child and
hoped that their work would soon be completed.

33. Turning to agenda item 94, he recalled that the Hungarian Civil and Criminal
Codes declared it an of fence to diacriminate against persons on the ground of
religion. In Hungary, religion was a private affair of citizens, and the
relationship between the State and the churches was characterized by peaceful
coexistence and mutual respect. The Hungarian churches had played a major role in
the dialogue between Marxists and Christians, a process whose significance it was
as yet hard to assess.

34. Mrs. ASHTON (Bolivia) said that she appreciated the readiness with which the
Commission on Human Rights had implemented Economic and Social Council

resolution 1984/32 relating to her Government's request for technical assistance in
human rights matters. Under the auspices of the Centre for Human Rights, the first
national human rights training course had been conducted in La Paz in May 1986,
with the participation of officials from various rinistries and representatives of
the Parliament, the Supreme Court of Justice, the University of Bolivia and the
Permanent Human Rights Assembly of Bolivia. The course provided quidance on
international and regional human rights instruments and briefly reviewed the
Statutes of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and Commission on Human
Rights. Her Government was setting up a permanent commission that would be
responsible for preparing the various reports which Bo via was required to submit
under the international human rights instruments.

35. One of the most serious violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms
was torture. Her Government was concerned that for several decades dictatorial
Governments had been trying to impose their will under the pretext of reasons of
State that ran counter to the sovereignty of the people. 1In Bolivia, the reigns of
terror imposed in the past had left many martyrs to tie cause of freedom and social
justice and many of the survivors of those reiqns of terror had suffered severe
physical, emotional and psychological damage. Bolivia had signed the Convention
against Torture and Dther Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, in
1985, and the National Congress was currently considering its ratification.

36. The Declaration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assembly in
1959 had been a milestone, promulgating principles that would serve as a quic - to
Governments in matters relating to the protection, welfare and respect of

children. Despite the time that had elapged si:ce then, the draft convention on
the rights of the child had still not been compioted. Her delegation took note of
the progress that had been made in that respect and hoped the instrument would soon
become part of the existing system for the promotion of human rights.
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37. Her delegation had taken note of resolution 1986/20 of the Commission on Human
Rights, which called for the appointment of a special rapporteur to examine reports
of incidents and governmental activities inconsistent with the provisions of the
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination
Based on Religion or Belief.

»8, With respect to human rights and scientific and :echnological developments, it
was urgent to take appropriate steps to apply scientific and technological advances
in ways that promoted world peace. Her delegation believed that there should be
greater international co-operation to permit States to share the benefits of
scientific and technological progress. Purthermore, it would be to the advantage
of the third-world countries if advances in science and techn.logy were shared for
peaceful and development purposes. The international community must always b: on
guard against being taken in by advances that were contrary to the interests of
mankind.

39. Despite the serious international financial crisis, which was a result of the
unjust economic system, the constitutional Government of Bolivia was making
enormous efforts to preserve the Bolivian constitutiional system withiai the limited
resources at its disposal and at immense sacrifice. The Government was committed
to maintaining a climate of confidence and security in order to quarantee the full
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

40. Mr. SERGIWA (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or
Belief was one of the most important international instruments reiating to
fundamental freedoms. Sacred Scriptures such as the Koran, the Gospels and the
Torah 4id not differ on essentials, but men distorted their principles to achieve
their political objectives. That was a phenomenon that could be nbhserved in
occupied Palestine, where the Zionists had ben: the¢ Torah to serve their intsrests
and expansionist ideas. The report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories
had provided detailed information on the violations committed in thnse
territories. However, certain events should be mentioned that demonstrated the
religious intolerance of the Zionist entity, such as the violation of holy places,
the premeditated burning of the Al-Agsa Mosque which had been a flagrant
provocation to Muslim Arab sentiment, the aggression against the faithful praying
in its precincts, the Judaization of the holy places, the fact that Muslims were
prevented from practising their religion, and the persecution and oppression of
persons professing the Muslim religion.

41. With regard to human rights and scientific and technol.gical developments, his
delegation believed that all countries should co-operate toc achieve peace and
economic and social development. There must be a halt to the arms race, which was
a grave threat to the peace and security of all the peoples of the world. It
affected the economic situation of many countries and was one of the reasons why
the developing countries could not reap the benefit of scientific and technological
advances except on rare occasicus. It was unfortunate that some of the advanced

[eon



A/C.3/41/SR.47
English
Page 11

(Mr. Sergiwa, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya)

industrialized countries had prevented the third world from succeeding in its
determination to progress in that field, with the result that efforts to draft a
code of conduct for the transfer of technology had collapsed.

42, The United States had adopted a policy of opposition to the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya that impeded the latter's progress in the use of science and technology
for peaceful purposes. He reterred to the embargo imposed on his country by the
United States, which prevented it from receiving material for its petroleum
industry and from importing equipment for civilian and agricultural projects.
Libyan students in the United States were also being prohibited from studying in
fields related to energy and aviation. That and the expulsion of Libyan students
from the United Kingdom were practices contrary to the provisions on the use of
scientific and technological progress for the benefit of mankind.

43. Mr., OGURTSOV (Bselorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that the United
Nations had established guidelines to ensure that the results of scientific and
technological progress would be used for the strengthening of peace and for the
well-being of all mankind. For example, in the Declaration on the Use of
Scientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit
of Mankind, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirtieth session, it was deemed
inadmissible that sclentific and technological achievements could be used to
intensify the arms race, suppress national liberation movements and deprive
individuals and peoples of their human rights and fundamental freedoms.
Consequently, all States should take measures to guarantee that scientific and
technological achievements satisfy the material and spiritual needs of all sectors
of the population.

44. The need for compliance with the provisions of that Declaration was
particularly evident in those western countries where a system of total
surveillance of the population, using technical and scientific methods and
involving terrible experiments on human beings, had been introduced and was being
extended. Moreover, it should not be forgotten that the main obstacle to the
development of peoples was the arms race, especially the nuclear arms race. For
instance, implementation of the "Star Wars® programme by United States scientists
meant the squandering of billions of dollars i{n a world in which millions of people
were dying of hunger and were not receiving adequate medical care or education. 1If
thote resources were used for peaceful purposes, all the peoples of the world,
especially those in the developing countries, would derive bencfit from the
elimination of hunger, illi.eracy and ignorance.

45. Technological progress yielded different results under different political and
social systems. For example, in capitalist societies the consequence of
developments in electronics and robotics was that millions of people, especially
among the young and the educated, were doomed to unemployment, while wealth and
power were concentrated in the hands of an ever smaller number and militarism was
on the increase. Scientific and technological progress should, on the contrary, be
directed solely towards creative purposes and the development of mankind. The
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Soviet proposal of 15 January 1986 on total nuclear disarmament by the year 2000,
which would rid the earth of nuclear and chemical weapons and all types of weapons
of mass destruction, was based on socialist policy whose aim was a creative society.

46. Scientific and technological progress contributed to the strengthening of
peace and security. Byelorussia, in compliance with the provision of the
aforementioned Declaration relating to the strengthening and development of the
scientific and technological capacity of developing countries with a view to
accelerating the realization of the social and economic rights of the peoples of
those countries, was co-operating with many developing couniries. 1Its experts were
actively involved in t*e {ntroduction of modern technology into those countries,
and in the previous academic year 6,000 specialists, mainly from developing
countries, had received higher education in its educational establishments.

47. A condition for the success of scientific and technological co-operation and
the use of progress for development was the strengthening of peace and security
through peaceful ~oexistence, the halting of the arms race, support for the
liberation struggle of peoples opposed to imperialism and the fostering of social
progress on just and equitable terms.

48, Mr. BANDARA (Sri Lanka), referring to the elimination of all forms of
religious intolerance, said that the concept of human rights was derived from the
religious and cultural heritage of mankind, since the great religions emphasized
the oneness of man.

49, In Sri Lanka, a multiracial, multilinguistic aind multireliqious society,
religious harmony was considered to be of vital importance, which was why the
Constitution guaranteed every citizen freedom of religion, encompassing beliefs,
public and private observance, worship and teaching. As a result, there were
separate Ministries of Religious and Cultural Affairs for Hindus and Muslims, all
important holy days of the four religions practised in the country had been
declared public holidays, all religions were taught in schools and religious
institutions dispensed their teaching in thoir own special centres. The Government
of Sri Lanka had adopted a variety of measures to prevent the politicization and
commercialization of religion. He welcomed the study undertaken by

Mrs. Odio Benito on present-day problems of intolerance and discrimination on
grounds of raligion or beljief. Consideration of the report by the Sub-Commission
in 1987 would contribute to mutual respect, understanding, peace and harmony among
peoples of different religions and cultures.

50. With regard to human rights and scientific and technological developments, he
shared the concern of other delegations about the present dichotomy between
sciertific and technological developments and ethical requirements. The developing
countries could not accept complacently the failure of science and technology to
serve the poor and the needy. Scientific and technological progress should be
planned, directed and developed to serve human needs and further national and
international well-being. As long as there was no equitable sharing of the
benefits of scientfic and technological advances by all countries, it would not be
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posseible to talk of genuine realization of human rights in all their
manifestations. Without a global strateqy affording the developing nations access
to scientific and technological knowledge, the disparity between the developing and
developed countries would continue to grow. The international community should
therefore continue to exert its efforts towards a restructuring of internatjonal
economic relations and the equitable sharing of the resnlts of scientific and
technological progress.

51. He thanked the Government of Poland for its pioneering role and active
dedication in the preparatory work for the convention on the rights of the child
and welcomed the progress made in drafting Chc text. Tt was to be expected that,
once completed, the Convention would meet with universal recognition. Meanwhile,
the international community should combat the tendencies towards child exploitation
observed in many parts of the world.

52, Mrs. SANTHOSO (Indonesia) said that religious tolerance, proclaimed by the
United Natinns in the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance
and of Dis (mination Based on Religion or Belief and subsequently at the Seminar
on the Enc  -agement of Understanding, Tolerance and Respect in Matters relating to
Preedom of ..eligion or Belief, held in Geneva in December 1984, had always been
part of the national Indonesian character and been guaranteed by the State from the
first days of Indonesia‘'s independence.

53. Indonesia, the majority of whose population professed Islam, also included
Christians, Hindus and Buddhists. While it did not have a State religion, it was
not a secular society. Under its unique political system, based on the Pancasila
State philosophy, the first principle of which was belief in God, leaders of
various religions were helping so shape the character and personality of the
Indonesian people. They were also participating in the struggle to achieve not
only balanced progress, political stability and economic prosperity, but also
spiritual well-being and moral responsibility.

54. The main task of the Department of Religious Affairs, established in 1946, a
few months after the proclamation of independence, was to maintain the harmonious
relations among the different religious groups, and to foster their ralationship
with the Government. The government policy with regard to religious toleration was
to prevent conflicts and to develop dynamic co-operation between the various
religious groups by such measures as the establishment in 1980 of an Interreligious
Consultative Board, comprising Muslim, Christian, Hindu and Buddhist leaders. The
Constitution of Indonesia guaranteed freedom to every resident to perform his
religious duties.

55. With regard to item %5, on human rights and scientific and technological
developments, scientific progress in Indonesia had been successfully applied to
food production, making the country an - xporter of rice for the first time.
Exper iments were being conducted to develop new energy sources and to improve
transport, telecommunications, medicine and industry, and it was hoped that
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development could be extended to such areas as biotechnology and genetic
engineering, new industrial materials and the use of laser technology.

56. In applying scientific inventions and new technologies, Indonesia was
particularly mindful of the need to increase employment opportunities. It had had
encouraging experience in the use of new technologies to produce low-cost,
labour-intensive goods for daily needs. The advances made in high technology were
also being applied in such areas as aircraft construction and shipbuilding.
Because Indonesia was composed of thousands of islands, priority w.s given to
transport technology.

57. With regard to the question of a convention on the rights of the child and, ‘n
particular, the principle of the protection of the child zgainst all forms of
neglect, cruelty and exploitation, she said that, as long as families and children
continued to live in poverty, barely meeting their daily needs, child labour would
not cease, and children would still be exploited. Although the cumpletion of the
drafting of the convention would not aucomatically solve the problem, it would be a
considerable step, because it would provide useful quidelines for the protection of
the rights of the child.

58. With regard to item 103, Toriure and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, she s-id that Indonesia's commitment to the protection «f
human rights was illustrated by i¢s ratification, 28 years earlier, of the relevant
Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949, which had been promulgated as a national legal
instrument in Law No. 59 of 1958. Furthermore, in 1985 Indonesia had signed the
Convencion against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (A/41/511, annex). Her Government was committed to ensuring the
protection of human rights through the enforcement of its laws. Seminars and
workshops for law-enforcement officials had b~en conduc:ed for that purpuse,

59. Mr. ALVAREZ VITA (Peru) said that the concern for human rights bhad shattered
common conceptions and, because they had been transformed into univer3sal norms,
buman rights had ceased to be exclusively within the internal jurisdiction of
States. The most significant element of that process, initiated with the Charter
of the Uni :d Nations, was the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which had in
turn been the source of the Covenantie. The process continued to evolve together
with the development of the concept and content of human rights.

60. Vvarious trends of thought had shown that, notwithstanding the discrepancies
recarding their legal nature and essence, human rights constituted an integral,
interdependent and indivisible whole, and needed to be exercised simultaneously so
a3 not to be reduced to mere formal categories devoid of meaning. If the premise
was accepted that human rights were inherent in human nature and, for that reason,
predated the very creation of the State, the jurist mus: give them concrete leg:l
form, and society as a whole must spare no efforts to see that the subject of human
rights was no longer widely ignored. Another extremely important task was to
achieve the goal of seeing that human rights, which were the birthright of all
people, were genuinely and effectively exercised by 211 mankind.
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61. The intarr. v onal community's concern about human righ%s was demonstrated by
the activities indertaken in that area. Through the years, not only had
considertble experience bheen gained, but a set of international norms on human
rights had also Len established, corstituting a legal corpus that acted as a code
of conduct for States. It conld be affirmed that there was practically no aspect
of international law which did not directly or indirectly have a bearing on human
rights.

62. Referring to the elimination of all forms of religious intolerance, he said
that that issue had been the subject of strong disagreements among Member States.
The drafting of norms on that type of discrimination had not yet been completed.
The international community could not remain indifferent to the flagrant violation
of human rights in the fori> of religious intolerance. Peru supported the work on
religious into.erance achieved by the Special Rapporteurs for the Commission on
Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities.

63. There was a huge contrast in the contemporar world between North and South,
i.e. netween the developed and the developing wor . However, human rights were
not and could not be the exclusive birthright of the inhabitants of the rich
countries, or of those belonging to particular socio-economic groups. Out of the
new needs of the individual and of mankind arose a set of new rights, which were
necessarily going chrough an itial stage of legal regulation but the assertion of
wulich was not, tor + 1t reas i, less justified.

64. With regard to the draft convention on the rights of the child, Peru, which
had a larqe child population, was particularly sensitive to that issue. It had
participated since the outset in the Drafting Group on tiat convention. There was
a growing need for such a convention, and Peru would continue to lend its suppoit
in that regard.

65. His country was a party to the international human-rights instruments and had
made declaraticns under article 41 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and article 14 of the International Convention on the Elimination
of ALl Forms of Raciar Discrimination. Peru alio believed it was necessary to
continue to support the work of the Human Rights Committee and to promote the work
of the Committee recently established to ensure implementation of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social rnd Cultural Rights. States that had not yet done so
should ratify the Covenants and their optional protoccls.

66. His country had fulfilled most of its reporting obligations. It was only two
reports behind, for the reason that most of its legislation was currently being
brought into line with its new Constitution, which gave special importance to human
rights. It bad submi‘tel to its Parliament the Convention against Torture a 1
Other Cruel, Inhuman r Degrading Treatment or Punishment, to which it was a
signatory, and had participated actively in the group which had drafted that
ingtrument. It was to be hoped that Peru would soon be able to deposit the
instrument of ratification of the Convention.
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67. Mrs. MARCOULLIS (Cyprus) said that since the founding of the United Nations,
progress in the development and elaboration of interna:ional standards in the
various rields of human rights had been notable. The noble principles emodied in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights had acquired binding force through the
establishment of bodies which were intended to supervise the implementation of the
Inter .ational Covenants on Human Rights.

68. Her delegation wished to express its satisfaction at the high quality of the
report of the ‘luman Rights Committee (A/41/40). The members of that Committee
should be praised for their indeoendence, integrity and dedication to the high
goals thev were pursuing in monitoring the implementation of the Covenant. More
publicity should be given to the “ext of the Covenant and to the work of the
Committee, in order to promote the obsgervance and enjoyment of the rights set forth
in the Covenant. Her delegation welcomed the publication of the Committee's
official public records for the period 1977-1978 and hoped that their publication
would continue.

69. A major devel pment in the Committee's work during tne period under review had
been the consideration of the second periodic reports of States parties. Her
country supported the approach and procedure of the Committee for the consideration
of those reports and wished to express its appreciation for the general comment on
the position of aliens under the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights.

70. Regarding the report of the Secretary-General on the Status of the
International Covenants and the Optionai Prctocol, her delegation was concerned
over the slow rate of new ratifications and accessions. Her country had been among
the first to sign and ratify the two Covenants and attached qgreat importance to
their universal application. It therefore urged those countries that had not yet
done s0 to ratify the Covenants and urged the United Nations to consider means that
would help achieve the universal application of those important human-rights
instruments.

71. Despite the achievements made in the elaboration and adoption of many
human-rights instruments, perhaps in no other United Nations activity was there a
higher degree of discrepancy between the resolutions adopted and the realities of
international life. Human-rights violations were not, regrettably, isolated

cases. 1In many corners of the globe, there were mass, flagrant and continuous
violations of human rights, either open or indirect. wWhat wae most urgently needed
was not idealistic declarations; it was important not to spare efforts to find
means for achieving universal application and full implementation of human rights,
especially in cases of gross and mass violations resulting from aggression from
without or upheaval from within.

72, Mr. KWAK (Observer for the Democratic People's Republic of Korea) ob:er-od
that the situation of children in many parts of the world was far from aatisfictory
and that millions of children were suffering because of inadequate socia)
conditions, naturai disasters, armed conflicts, exploitation and hunger. That
situation called for urgent and effective measures on a national and international
1+vel.
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73. Hie Government had paid special attention to children, who were the masters of
the future and successors of the revolution and who were responsible for the
destiny of the nation. Thne, under the iLaw on the Nursing and Upbringing of
Children, State institutions and social and co-operative oraganizations built
nurseries and kindergartens at the best-suited places and furnished them with all
the equipment necessary for the care, education and recreation of childrer..

Through the same channels, children were provided with food and clothing, parks anAd
playgrounds were built for them and the best nutrition, hygiene, physical culture
and living conditions for children were scientifically gquaranteed.

74 Among other measures, his Government had introduced compulsory primary-school
education in 1956, compulsory secondary-school education in 1958 and a compulsory
9-year technical education system in 19€7. In tha development of education, the
“Theses on Socialist Education® set forth by President Kim Il Sung assumed
outstanding significance.

75. His delegation recognized the importance of an international convention on the
rights of the child and commended the delegation of Poland for having made the
firet proporal in that respect and for its strenuous efforts towards completion of
the convention. It also supported the activities of the other members of the
open-ended working group for the completion of the final draft. Similarly, his
delegation recognized the important role of UNICEF and UNESCO in helping the
developing countries, including his cwn, to improve the situation of children. His
Government, which had gained much experience in that field, was prepared to
co-operate with other countries; indeed, it was already co-operating with the
non-aligned and other developing countrieas.

76. Mrs. ARGUILLAS (Philippines) said that the United Nations had made remarkable
progress in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms, especially with
regard to standard-setting. The United Nations was currently facing the important
challenge of seeing to the implementation of the international instruments on the
protection of human rights, and her Government supported all efforts to that end.

77. Her country was « party to the international instruments on human rights. In
1986 it had ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
made the declaration under article 41, by which it recognized the competence of the
Human Rights Committee to receive and consider communications to the effect that a
State party claimed that another State party was not fulfiiling its obligations
under the Covenant. Her country had also acceded to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The Constitutional
Commission uf the Philippires had incorporated the provisions of those instruments
into the new Constitution of the Republic, which would be submitted to the Filipino
people for ratification February 1987. She cited some provisions of the draft
constituticn relevant t¢ e items under consideration, in which the freedoms
enshrined in previous constitutions were guaranteed. She also referred to new
provisions aimed at ensuring the proper implementation of those gquarantees.
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78. With regard to the rights of the child, reports on child abuse and
exploitation, especially in metropolitan Manila and tourist spots throughout the
country, had evoked the indignation of Philippine society and had moved both the
Government and civic organizetions to embark on a national plan of action
integrating all programmes and services pertinent to the well-being of children.

As a part of that plan, on 3 June 1916 the President of the Philippines,

Mrs. Corazén C. Aquino, had signed the Proclamation of the Year or the Protection
of Filipino Fxploited Children. An inter-agency task force had been established to
supervise the implementation of the plan: it included Government offices and
agencies, and private, non-governmental and inte national organizations.

79. Her country had supported the drafting of a convention on the rights of the

child, since it considered that the improvement of the situation of children
throughout the world was a global concern and responsibility.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.




