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The mesting wvas called to ordar at 3.10 p.m.

ACENDA ITEM 73: REVIEW AND CO-ORDIMATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROCRAMMES OF ORGANIZATIONS
IN THE UNITED MATIONS SYSTEM AND CO-OPERATION VITH OTHER INTERMATIOMAL PROGRAMMES IN
THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS (A/36/3/ADD.23 (PART I); A/36/116 AND CORR.1 (EWGLISH, FRENCE
AND SPANISH OWLY), ASC.3/3&6/2) .

ACENDA ITEM 79: ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND MEANS VITAIN THE UNITED MATIONS

SYSTEM FOR IMPROVING THE EFFECTIVE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

ﬂﬂ?ﬂ:ﬂn.: (PART 1I): A/3S/116 AND CORR.1 (ENCLISH, FRENCH AND SPANISH OMLY); AJ36fAB2:
36/584

(a) IMPLEOMEWTATION OF GENERAL ASSEMILY RESOLUTIONS 34746 AND 35/174: REPORT OF THE -
SECRETARY=GENERAL (AJ36[462)

(b) RATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTLON OF HUMAM RIGHTS: REPORT
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (AS36/440)

1. Mr. WYAMEEYE {Deputy Dirsctor, Division of Human Rights), introducing the two itemn,
said that tha subjpct of itsm 73 had been included in the sgends of the thirry-third
session of the al Asssmbly. The Assembly had adopted Tesoluticn 33/54 requesting
ths Comaission on n Righte to consult with spacialized agencies snd other bodies of
the Tnited Hat system s wwll as othar ragional intergovernmantal bodiss On thair
buman rights activities and programses and their modes of co-ordimation, co—opsration and
communication, Ecopomic and Socfal Council, at its first regular session in 1979, oo
of the Commission ou Humsn Rights (resolution 22 (XXXV)}, had decided
, sion's tarms of TefaTence to enable it to assist tha Council in
co=-ordinating b rights activities. At its thirty-ssventh ssssion, in Harch 1981, tha
Commission on Humen Rights had considersd tha Secretary=Ceneral's teport on tha question
(E/C.4/1433) and Yecided (resolution 23 (XXXVII)) to contioue work on tha analysis of
the co~erdination of mman rights activities st its thirty-sighth sassion in 1982. The
informal consultations bheld pariodically among the secratarists of the United Nations

organizations and other international and vegiomal bodies coocernsd with human rights
had proved axtrescly valuable.

2. With regard to agenda item 79, he recalled that tha Husan Rights Programms of the
United Mations had been significantly broadensd and despened during the current medium-
term period: the concept of human rights had besn sxpanded; efforts had been made to
devise a atructural spproach to husan rights questions, dealing with their underlying
economic and soclal causes, and pot merely with the symptoms or vicolations; human rights
bhad besn integrated with other areas of sctivity of the United Marioms, such as psace,
disarmament and development; & grass-roots approach to human rights wvas being developsd
by making the public swars of their own rights 3o that they eould defend the Tights of
othars; education, teaching and training wers baing strassed; efforts wera being made to
find solutions to problems of viclations of haman rights, including seasures for urgent
sction by the Dnited Nations through the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discriminatiom
and Protection of Minorities, the Commission on Human Rights, the Economic and Social
Council, the Genaral Assesbly acd ths Security Council, direct contacts with Covercmsnts,
the good offices of the Secretary-Genaral and other means; and regional, nationsl end
locsl institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights wers being encouraged.
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3. The Secretary-General's report on the subject (A/36/462), now bafore the Committee,
had been prepared pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 34/46 and 35/174, with dus
regard to tha rules om comtrol and limitaticon of documentation and the need to take into
account relevant inforsation already available in the United Hations. Its essential
message wvas that all human activities, vhether natiosal, local, regional or
international, should be inspired and guided by the urgent need to promote and protect
human rights and fundsmental freedoms.

4. He aleo drew attenticn to the repore of the Sec:_ tary-Cemeral (Af36/540) on the
Seminar on Hatiomal and Local Institutions for tha Promotion and Protecrion of Human
Rights, held in 1978,

5. The General Asssmbly, in resolucicn 32/130, had decided that the experisnce and
contribution of developed and dewsloping countrias should be taken into account by all
orgona of the United Nations systzm in thelr work on lnman rights and fundamental -
fresdoms. It tecognized the importsnce of national snd local instirutions am a valuable
means of exchanging expesrience on the promotion sod protaction of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. -

5. The analysis now g uodertaken had iccreassd reacognition of the relationship
batween humasn rights, e and developsent. At the raquest of the GCensral Assesbly
and the Commission on Human Rights, the Secretary-Genaral had organizred an international
seminar on human rights,| pesce and develspment ar Hesdquarters from ) to 14 August 1941,
the report of which was gvailable in docussnt ST/HR/SCR.AS10.

AGENDA ITEM 75: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE (continued)
(AJ36/137, 158, Af36/3/A0d.23 (PART I): AJC.3/36/L.4, L.37)

AGENDA ITEM 85: HUMAN RIGHETS AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHMOLOGICAL DEVELGPMEWTS: REPORT
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (AF36/429 AND ADD.l AND 2; AJC.3/36fL.31, L.32,
L.35) i

AGENDA TTEM B6: QUESTION OF A CONVERTION OM THE RICHTS OF THE CHILD (contiousd
(Af36/3/ADD.23 (PART I); A/C.3/36/6; AJC.3/36/L.14) (contioued)

AGENDA ITEM B7: TINTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON HUMAM NIGHTS (continusd) (AS36/63, 417,
434, AJ35/3/ADD.23, 25 AND 26; A/36/5B4; AfC.3[36/L.36) [87

(a) REPORT OF THE HUMAK RIGHTS COMMITTEE (A/36/40)

(b} STATUS OF THE INTERMATIORAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AMD CULTURAL RICHTS, THE
INTFRMATIOMAL COVEMANT OM CIVIL AND POLITICAL RICHTS AND THE OPTIOMAL PROTOCOL TO
THE INTERMATIOMAL COVEMANT OM CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS: BEPFORT OF THE SECRETARY-
GENERAL (AS36/455)

(c) ELABORATION OF A SECOND OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERMATIONAL COVEMANT ON CIVIL
AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, AIMING AT THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY: REPORT OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/36/441 AND ADD.Ll; ASC.3/36/L.33}
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ACEWDA ITEM 91: TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNLSHMENWT
(continuad) (Af36/3/ADD.19 AND 23; A/C.3/36/L.34, L.39)

{a) UNILATERAL DECLARATIORS BY MEMBER STATES ACAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAR
OR DETRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT: REFORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (Af36/426
ARD ADD.1)

(b) DRAFT CODE OF MEDICAL ETHICS: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/36/140 AND
ADD.1-4; AJC.3/36/L.38)

7. Mr. JANI (ZIMEABWE) said that technological improvements, which used up a
substantial amount of the world's scarce resources, should be designed to ensure
mankind's survival in a heslthier envirasment.

8. 1In the context of survival, which involved peace and war, overcoming world hunger

and povarty and the alarming gap between the living conditions of the rich and the pnn:. .

he viewed with apprehension investment in armaments at an annual cost of owver

$500 billion, while official development aid accounted for less than 5 per cent of that
figure. It was an unreasonabls and misguided consumption of the world's rescurces aod
an unoeceasary vaste of technical expertise and techoologlical advance, which endengered
peace, disrupted the development of good ecoomic ralatiohs and retarded the growth of
prospericy. It was ironical that, at a tise when serioup efforts were belng made o
establish a pev interoationml economic order, the most rapid transfer of sophisticated

equipment and technology from rich to poor ¢countries had| been in the machinery of
death,

9, It was pot encugh to ban war: mass poverty and ipsecurity sust alsc be bamned
befcre they led to chacs and lawlessness. Technical and| technological advances sust be
used to better the lives of peoples, not to pu:h thes ko the briok of extincticn.
Statiatice showed that oce-half of one year's world milirary expenditure would pay for
all tha equipment needed to increase food preductcion .na ackieve pelf-sufficiency in
low-income countries by 1990. The cost of a modern tamk, about 51 million, would
provide storage facilicties for 100,000 tons of rice or classrooms for 30,000 children.
The major arms-producing countries, both West and Bast, must be perscadesd that their
efforce should be directed to development, which was the only gusrantee of man's
sutvival., Technological advances should be used to encure a more frugal consumption
of the world's declining vital resources.

10. The violation of human rights was undoubtedly one of the most important snd
thorniest issues before the Committee. Despite ratifications of the Internacional
Covenants on human rights aznd signatures of the Optional Protocol, certain obligations
were still not being meticulously fuifilled. There vere cases on all the continents
vhere rights recognized in the Covenants were frustrated by the judiciary, the police
and the armed forces. The sctivivies of dictators such as Bokagsas and Idi Amin on his

own continent of Africa were a shameful legacy. The way in which States discharged
thelr responsibilities needed critical examination.

11. TImplementation of the provisions of the Covenants would be facilitated if they
could be trenelated into the lenguages accessible to ordinary people. In view of the
finsncisl difficulties of most States, consideration might be given to the possibility

: A
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of seteing up a fund for thac purpose within the United Hations framework. The idea
could also bBe considered in the context of implementing projects for youth, wvomen and
minoricies.

12. 1In Zimbabwe, separate ministries had been established for youth and women, as a
step tovards enlightening those traditionally segregated classes on their rights in
society and their important role in the country's development and economic well-being.
Ho looked forward to the tims when the Covenants and the Protocol were household texts.

13. Hr. AVILES (Nicaragua), referring to agenda item 87, said that following the recent
revolution, which had put an end to an era of infamy and terrer, the Government of
Nicaragus had focused attention on the protection and promotion of humsa tighta for all
the people. In that coomexion, he quoted from the report of a mission of the
International Commission of Juristcs which had visited Nicaragua to investigate the human
rights situation. Tha report described the régime of corruption and reprassion of the
unscrupulous Somoza family - the Somora GCovermment had even laid hands on tha
international aid sent to victims of the earthquake in 1%72 - vhich had held power for
45 years, with internatiocal support, particularly from the United States, which had
regarded it as & bulwark against comsunism,

15, It had been a 'Erl’ii'll of dictatorship, rup’:u‘ninn. certure, viclation of women,
political imprisonment, with opponents of the regise - mainly workers, peasants amd
students - subjected to persecution, arbitrary detention and even murder, and a clisste
of official corrupcion in all fields which had ensbled cthe Sowoza family to build wp
ics fortune and ics ermy.

15. All that had eneded on 19 July 1979, Hational Liberation Day. On 20 July the
Covernsent had adopted a naticnal Statute, replaciog the 1974 Constitution and the lawva
of the former rfzime, and on 21 August 1979 the Government had adopted Decree No. 52
establishing the Scatute on Rights and Safeguarde for All Micaraguans, which esbodied
the principles established by the Interpational Covenants ¢n Human Rights, the American
Convention on Human Rights and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The
Incernational Commission of Jurists® mission had lisced in its report & number of the
husan rights that were incorporated in the Scatute and hed made useful comments and
recommendacions copceroing measures for their isplementation aod fof the monitoring and
evaluation of the pational legislative system:

16. Nicaragua discussed human rights in all the appropriace forums and welcomed
constructive criciciom. It was a party to the American Convention oo Human Rights,
the Intarnational Covenants on Human Rights and the Optional Protecel and aieo the
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its Frotccol and the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forma of Racial Discrimination, and it had just signed the
Convention of Elinination of All Forms of Discrimication againat Women.

17. In view of Nicaragua's past history, his Governmeant was concerned about what was
happening to certain oeighbouring pecples, vhose Governments ignored the appeals of

the international organizations. He had in mind the case of Urvguay, wilchk warn mentioned
in a report of the Humsn Rights Committee (Af35/40).

lo..
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18. Mrs. CUELMAN (Uruguay), speaking op & point of order, appealed to the rapresentative
of Nicaragua to confine his Temarks to the subject of agenda item BY and to speak on the
general situation, mot oo the situation in any particular country. She wished Lo reserve
her zight of reply.

19. The CHAIRMAN said t-'h-ll'.' he took it that the representative of Uruguay was not asking
for a ruling. He requested the representative of Nicaragus to note the statesent by tha
representative of Urugusy.

20. Mr. AVILES (Nicaragua) said that his country was conceraned sbout what was happaning
te brothers in other countries vhose buman rights were being violated. He would not
specifically discuss events in Urugusy, although the case was mentioned in the documents.
HBe urged the Comnittee to appeal for a cessation of human rightz viclations.

21. Mr. CAPPAGLI (Argentina), speaking on agenda items 75, 86 and 85, said that the
right to practise religion had been recognized in Argentina's Constitution for mora

than 150 years. Argentina's population included people from many parts of the world,
with many different faiths, and freedom of religion had always besn respected and
Fostered. He thersfore welcomed the proposed Declaration on the sliminaticn of all
forms of religious intolerancs and supported the principles it embodied. He regretted
that, because of differances on minor pointe which he felt could be overcome, it had not
been possible to reach a consensus, In the circumstances, he had doubts on the
advisability of a vote on tha declaration, and urged that a Final effort should bs made
to reach a consensus during the present General Assembly. -

21. He also hoped that a consensus would be reached oo the proposed Convention on the
rights of the child. A point that needed careful study wvas the sge limit of childhood.
Argentins considered thar it was important to maintsin the distinction betuveen
childhood, adolescence and the age of minority. Childhood and sdolescence applied
essentially to stages of psycho-biclogical development, whereas ainoricy vas a legal
state and should therefore not be included in che proposed instrument. The distiactions
between childhood and adolescence sust be clearly reflscted in che Comvention. It
would be advigable for the Working Group to have a full week before the thirty-eighth
gession of the Commission om Muman Rights and poesibly further meetings during the
session, S0 that the draft convention could be completed in 1982.

23. In connexion with agenda item 85, he said that implementation of the Declaration
on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of Feace and for
the Benefit of Mankind by Member States would furthear developmant, leading to a
dignified life for all peoples, and promote international peace and secoricy. His
delegation trusted that the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, in the study referred to in resclution 28 (XXXVII) of the
Commission on Human Rights, would produce new ideas and soluticns on vays of usicg
scientific and technological developments to safeguatd the right to work and the righe
to development.

24, 1f cthe comsunicacions wmedia could promote and copsolidate knowledge of the ideas
embodled in the Declaration there would be eal progress towards building a better
world fer all.

o
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25, Mr. MATELJAK (Yugoslavia) said that he wished to comment on the text of che drafc
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discriminacion Based
on Religion or Belief (A/C.3/35/L.4) now before the Committes and on the situation with
regpect to religion and religicus comsunities in Yugoslavia.

26. Article 174 of the Constiturion stipulated that tha profession of religion should
be free and an individual's private affair; that religicus communitiss should he
| separate from the State and fres to conduct religiouvs affairs and religiocus services,
that religious communities could found seminaries for the training of clergy, that abuse
of religion and religious activities for political purposes was unconstituticnal, that
the putlic was free to provide financial help to religicus communities, and thac
' religious communities had the right to own resl property within specific limits
determined by statute. Those provisions meant that cveryone in Yugoslavia wvas
guaranteed the right to fresdom of religion or belief, and alse to non-belief. Believers
aod the clergy, like other citizens, had recourse to all available legal instruments if
they thought thet their raligious rights had been viclated or jecpardized. Since the
separation of religion from the State vas based on the recognition of freedom of thought
and belief as a private matter and on the Tecognition of the squality of all raligicus
communities as private inscitotions, religlous communities could not perform public
functions and there could be oo monopoly by a eingla religion or religious community.

27. There vere more than 35 religious comsurdities in Yugoslavia served by approximately
20,000 professional personnel who practised their religion on the basis of the cbove-
mentioned principles; they received their training in 30 seminaries, 1 college and

11 faculties. Religious comsunities publis nanetous religious publications in
million of coples and owvoed wore thac 20, churches and other religiou: buildings,
several chousand of wvhich were protected and |maintained as cultural apd historical
ponuments. According to post-World War II figures, some 12.5 per cent of the total
population consisted of non-belisvers, but recent research indicated that the percentage
had increamed markedly in the past two decades.

28. The clergy had orgsnized a mmber of prqflllinml associations in Yugoslavia, which
| protected their professiooal, cultural and material interests, and promoted toleration
and co—cperation mmong the religious comsunities. The religicus communities also
maintained contacts with their countarparts abroad sud participated in the varicus
incer-church gatherings.

20, Faderal and local commissions looked after relations between t'e Scate and
religious communities, ensured the implementation of reguletious relating to the
activity of religious comsunities acd recommended measures for promoting Church-State
relations.

30. Turning to the draft Declaration, he said that its text wis basically acceptable
and that ics adoption would furcther contribute to the promotion of human rights. He
also stressed that Yugoslavia's Constitution strictly prohibited any kind of
discrimination based on nationality, race, sex, language, belief, level of education
or soclal status.

31. While the draft was basically consistent with his country's laws, sub-paragraphs (b)
and (h) of article VI differed from the legal provisions which reguiated the status of

f'l-'l
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religious communities in Yugoslavia. In comnexion with the former, he pointed out that
in his country social welfare was exclusivaly the responsibility of the community.
Religious communities were prohibited by law from establishing organizations and |
institutions to conduct activities which did not serve their own direct needs or those

of religious believers. With reapect to the latter sub=paragraph, he said that since
religion in Yugoslavia was a private matter apnd religicus persons were free to observe
raligious holidays, those holidays were private and the right to days of rest could not
be based on them. His delegation cherefore had reservations concerning those
sub-paragraphs.

32. Finally, his delegation considered thar the drafc ]}ullrntiun'; comprehensiveness
wvas adversely affected by the fact that it contained no provisions to protect the rights
of non-bellievers.

33, Mr. CASCAIS (Portugal), referring to the status of the International Covenants on
Human Rights, said that his delsgation hoped that the States which were not yet parties
would nevertheless regard thelr provisions as a minimum standard for their humen rights
policies. Those instruments were of viral importance because they meant that the
cbgervance of human rights was no longer merely a matter of domescic jurigdictiom and
that, at least for che signatories, violators could be called to account|not only before
world opinien but alsc in international forums. His country accepted its|commitments
under the Covenants and understcod that respect for human rights and fundjmental freedoms |
meant carefully balancing the rights of the individual against the power of the State

and must iInclude a deep respect for man's spiricual and physical dignicy] The

provisions of the Covenants must therefore be observed integrally rather than

selectively and Portugal vas unremiccing in irs effores tc implement those provisions
wore effectively,

34. Turning te the report of the Human Rights Commictee (AS36/4D0), he lalid that his
country had high regard for the mapmer in which the Commictee had discharged its task
and zpscial praise for the comatructive dialogue which it maintained with States
presenting periodic reports. It was to be commended for drafring general guidelines
concerning the form and content of those reporta. In his view, the freqguency with which
reports should be submitted, recommended by the Committes, was appropriate. His
delegaciocn wvas alec pleased to note thet the Committee continued to strive Eor uniform
standards in the isplessntation 9f the provisions of the Internatiopal Covenant on Clvil

and Political Rights and wvelcoaed the measures taken by the Secretary-General to improve
publicity for the Committee's work.

35. His delegation welcomed the organizational arrangements proposed by the Sessicnal
Working Croup of Covernmental Experts on the Implementation of the Internatfional

Covenant on Economic, 5ocial and Cultural Rights at the spring session of the Economic
and Soclal Council, bt believed that sddicional progress could be made and therefore
supported the decision adopted by the Council in May 1981 concerning the future review
of the compositicn, organization and administrative arrangements of the Sessional Working
Group. In that connexion, his delegation supported the request to the Secretary-General
to continue to take all possible steps to ensure that the Division of Human Rights wvas
able to provide effective sssistance to the Human Rights Committee and the Council in
implementing their respective functions under both Covenants.

o
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36. " Turning to the Secretary-General's Teport sntitled "Elaboration of & secopd
optioosl protocol to the Internstionszl Covenant on Civil and Folitical Righte, aiming
at the abolition of tha death penalty™ (AS3I5/443}, he maid that it deslt with & questicn
to which his commtry ateributed tha utmost importance. Admictedly, different cultural,
religious, social and political conditions, as well as different historical sxperiences,
might make it Jifficolt for some countriss to abolish the death penalty. Bowaver, it
wvas essential to give top priority to smsuring rYempect for the right-to life bacause it
was basic to all other rights. PFortugal was proud that it had abolished the dsath
penalty aa early as 1B47.

37. Eis Government was convinced thit in the long Ttun public opinfon would support
abolition of the decath peoalty just as it had supported the abolition of slavery and
condemned racial discriminacion. His delogation thersafore Fully supported the view
that an optional protocol to that sffect should be discussed at che thircy-ssventh
session of the General Assembly in the light of relevant developments.

38. Portugal's palitinn against torturs and other ¢ruel, ichuman or degrading trsatmant
or punishment had besan reflected in previcus General Assembly resclutions on tortute;

it completely rejacted torture in its legislation and in practice. His delegation
therefore welcomed the fact that increasing oumbers of States had been making unilateral

declarations agaicet thatr offence to the dignity of mankind, but also regratted thac some

had failed to live up to their moral commitsent £ stamp it out. That moral commitment
must therefore be backed by a legal commitment and completion of a draft convention
against corture and other cruel, inhussn or Jdegrad punishment should accordingly ba

given tha highest prioricy.

39. An important part of the struggle to eliminate torture vas the draft Code of
Medical Ethica (AS36/140). His delegation would joih others in sponsoring a drafe
resolution on the aubjsck.

40. With regard to the question of a convention om jthe rights of the child (A/C.3/36/L.14),

his delegation welcomed the progress already achieved in preparing che text of such an
instrument and hoped that the drafc would scon bs :-u'rpl-l::d.

§l1. His delegacion earpestly hoped that the present text of the drafr Declaration on the
Eliminacion of All Forms of Intclerance and of Discrimination based on Religion or Belief
(A/C.3/36/L.4) would receive full support from delegations because its adoption would
mark an isportant step in the promotion of human rights and fundasente’ fresdoms for all
mankind.

2. Hr. GARVALOV (Bulgaria) said that international human rights iostrusents could pot be

effective unless they were vaiversally applied and all relevant views and concepts were
taken ioto account in the drafting, particularly when the moral commiteents of diffsrent
societies were involved. "
£3. That wvas particularly applicable to tha draft Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Raligion or Belief (A/C.3/36/L.4).
The text as it stood required further drafting improvements if it was to be adopted by
conaensus. The informal working group astablished by the Commission on Human Rights to
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prepars the Cext had violated itz =andate by sbandoning the primciple of ‘comeensud and
adopting three of tha articles by a vore, an spproach which vas subasquently repratad ;
with respect to articles € and 7. Had s compromise been resched instesd, the Tesult "
would have been a belanced text reflecting all views and concepts. As it stood, it eould
be interpreted as dealing only with freedom of religion without placing religion on an :
equal footing with other beliefs. That sambiguicy could hava heen avoided had a definition’
of the concepts "religion" and "belief” bren incorporatsd in article 1, as proposed during
the meetings of the working group. Since that definiticn vas lacking, the text must b
interpreted as covering mot only all religions but all beliefs, including non-religiocus

or atheistic baliefs. Article 5 clesrly implied that the text was in substance a dracit
declaration on the fresdomof religion rather than the elimination of all forms of .
{ntolerapce and of diecriminatficn based on religicn or belief. i

4%. Furthermora, article 7 vas not consistent with articla 1. Instead of guarantesing
that no ona should be subject ‘to coercion which would iwpsir his or her fresdom to have
or to adopt a religiom or belief of his choice, the draft attempted to force societies
and individuals which professed on-religious or atheistic beliefs to adopt religious
belisfs.

45. NHis delegation was prepared to consider any relevant suggestions designed to enhance
the effectiveness of that text by ensuring its universality. 5

46. WVith regard to agenda item 86, he suid that the Declaration of the Rights of the
Child adoptad by the General Asgembly in 1959 expressed most pracisely the need for
international co-operation in the education and development of children for the future
rested with them. His country attached great importance to that task and not only
provided material conditions to ensure the adequate physical development of the child
but & comprehensive systeam of education designed to promote creative learning and to helf
children adjust to their envirooment. 1t also had teken an important step to promote
international co-cperation afmed st comtribucing to the spiritual development and
improvement of children by organizing snd hosting, during the International Year of the
Child, x major international event, namely, the Children's Assembly entitied "Banner of
Feace”, vhich extended beyond the pericd of the Internaticnal Year.

-

47. His delegation had also welcomed the proposal put forvard by Poland at the
thirey-fourth session of the Comsission cn Buman Rights for a convention of tha rights
of the child, and hoped that despite delays a draft text would be completed and adopted
by the thirty-ssventh sessicn of the General Asssably in 1932

48, Mims BAZIYAKA (Rvanda) referring to agenda item 87 on the Interoational Covenants :
on Human Rights, expressed gratification chat morTe States had racifiled the Covenants i
and sppealed to those which bad not.done so to ratify it as scon as possible.

49. Ber delegation took note with great satisfection and interast of the repert of Lae
Human Rights Committee in document AS36/40 and commended the Committee on the high
quality of that report, the careful and detsiled anslysis it had made of the initisl
reports and additional information submittad by States parties under article & of the
International Covenant on Civil and -Political Rights and cm its willingness to help Staces
parties fulfil their commitments under that Covenant. It was particularly pleased that
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the Committee had seressed that that Covenant applied in emergencies as well as in norsal
times beiause article & and article 40, paragraph 2, contained provisions concerning
particular situations.

50. Her own country's cormltment to defend fundamental human rights and freedoms vas
tefleceed in ita Constitucicn, whose articles guaranteed the right to work, the equality
of all cirizens before the law, Ereedom of the human person, freedom of religion,
consclence and thought and freedom of asscciation.

51. Joining its efforts to those of the international comeuniry to ensure the protection
and promsotion of huen rights and fundamental freedoma both at home and abroad, it had
ratified the Internaticual Covenants and submicted its inftfial report on implementation
in January 1981. In order to ensure the effective protection of human rights at home,

it had undertaken the difficult task of developing the country primarily through batter
use of husan rescorces. Those efforts had resulted in significant progress in education,
healeh and 2 pombar of economic sectors crucial to the safeguarding of economic rights.

£2. In ite effort to ensure the protection of civil and political rights her Government
had adopted a new penal code replacing the old colonial one, reorganized and improved

the court system, and was preparicg a oew fanily code to deal with the problems resulting
from urbanization and development. She stressed in that connexion that her Government
had intensified its efforts to solve the material and personnel problems impeding the
reorganization and improvemenc of the judiclary.

53. The Constitution protected the voting rights of citizens over the age of 18 and the
Governsent was promoting the development of democratic imstitutions. Constitutional
elections had already been held, and legislative elections were scheduled Eor

Decembar "1981. From local to nariooal levels, the people of Rwanda elected its
reprasentatives either directly or through intermediaries.

54. Whils applauding the efforts of the United Nations to protect twman rights and
fundamental fremloms, her delegation deplored their continued violation in variocus parce
of the world and appesled to all members of the interoational commumnity tc intensify
their effores to pinimire those violations.

S5. Mr. BJERMDAL (Norway) said that his delegation tooka positive atticude towarde the
elaboration of a second optional protocol to the Intermational Covenant on Civil and
Folitical Rights, aiming at the abelition of the death penalty. Ic was, however, aware
of the argusents againat establishing such & protocol and agreed that the ides needad
further study. Obviously, it would not be possible for the General Assembly at the
current session to take a final position on the question and his delegation thersfore
hoped that broad agresment could be reachod on a procedural resolution referring the
question to the Commission on Human Rights. It vas equally important for the Commission
on Human Rights to deal with the question of summary and arbitrary executions. All
international efforts to minimize or abolish the usa of the death penalty should be
seen in 4 broader context and the Commission oo Fusman Rights wvas especially qualified
te do so0. .

6. For almcst two decades, negotiations had taken place within the United Matlons on
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a declaration or convention against religicus intoleranca. In the view of many delegations,
the adoption of the draft Declaration on the Elimination of All Forwms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief by a vote in the Commissionon Human Rights had

been an historic event. He hoped that it would be adopted by consensus by the General
Asgeably without substantive changes.

57. The Working Group of the Commissfion on the draft Convention on the righes of the
child had made considarable progress at the last session of the Commission. There was
wide support in all regions for the elaboracion of a draft Corvention and his delegation
believed that a relatively detailed convention in that field would have a meaningful
impact at the national and international levels. His delegation had expected the Working
Group on the draft Convention.against torture and other cruel, ichuman or degrading _
treatment or punishment te have concluded ite work at the last session of the Commission.
It should, however, be posaible to find an accepteble compromise on a final cext at the
next seselon of the Commiseion. Norway was a sponsor of draft resolution A/C.3/36/L.34
in which the Commiseion on Human Rights was reuqeated to complete, as a matter of urgency,
the drafeing of a convention against torture. It also supported the draft resolution on
the eacablishment of & code of medical ethica.

58. Hr. VOICU (Romania) said chat any evalustion of implementation measues to give effect
the International Covenants on human rights should be made in the light of the far-
ching changes which characterized cthe contemporary world as well as the great diversity
political, economic and socio-cultural conditfons which actuslly characterized an
efnational community comprising Eome 160 Statea, HRomanis believed that the concern of
United Nations with respect to buman rights should be forused on resolving the

tal human issues and on effectively securing those fundamental rights and

edoma by putfing an end to the exploitation of man by san, eliminating social

quality, discributing income equitably among the various social categories,

ranteeing the right to werk and to equitacle remuneration, especislly in countries

ere unemployment was chronic, and guaranteeing the right to education and to decent
1:I.1ir:ln; conditions for all citizens.

-

59. FEomania believed that the effective exercise of bhumsn rights required that no
people should ba subjected to domination by another, the abolicion of colonialism and the

imperialist policy of force and the threat of force, and the creation of a peaceful
world devold of weapons and war,

60. As a party to the Internstional Covenants on human rights, Romania had submitted to
the United Nations reporte on how those instruments were being implemented throughout
Romanian society. The most recent report of Romanis had just been examined by the
Sessional Working Group of the Economic and Social Council and all reports submitted by
Romania had been published snd distributed am official United Hacions documents.

6l. One of the priorities of Romsrian general policy was to ensure the full development
of the individual. That was reflected in the progrese made in raising the general
standard of living, both spiritual and materin., of all citizens of the country. HRomanis
had established a new type of democracy, ensuring dialogue and direct participation of
the population in the political, economic and socisl life of the COUnETY. ;
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62. Romania attached great importance to international co-operation with respect to
youth because of the role of the young generaticn in contemporary society. The
international community should make avery effort £o emsure that youmg people in
all countries had the right to education and work so that they could play an active and
~ productive role in soclety and participate in public life. Accordingly, Romania
believed thac the United Nations and all countries should exertc effores to inculcate in
youth the ideals of freedom and equalicy, social juscice, friendship and sutual Ieapect
 and dedicatior to the cause of peace and progresa. At the same time the young
~ genecation must be protected against the negative influence of neo-Fascists and racists
ard the proponents of hate and vioclence. Efforta should alse be made ro combat the uss
of druges and pormography which debased the human person both physically and morally.

63. OF course, international co-operation could not be concefved or developed without
taking into account certain phenomenn which jeopardized 1ife, It was indisputable that

- colonialism, neo-colonialism, the policy of force, foreign occupation and dominatiom, .
the armg race and under-development, economic crises and unemployment had a negative
influence on the promotion and protection of bumen Yights. The fact that considerable
resources and sclentific rescarch were devoted to the atms race was a seriocus threat to
world civilization and to the human species.

54. A study of the documents prepared by the Human Rights Commitcee and by the
Sessional Working Group entrusted with studying the reporta of States parties to tha
International Covenant ¢n Economic, Socisl and Cultural Rights showed the need to ensurs
that those bodiesa concentrated more directly on the esaential aspects of the promorion
and protection of human rights and fundssental freedoms. The right ko a free and :
fndependent existence was the first fundamental.Tight of pecple and nations, Aceordingly,
Romania believed that science and technology should be used for the benefir of sapkind
and for the promotion of the inalienable right to life and peace. The effective exercige
of human rights and fundamental freedoms required concrete mction for the building of a
new internacional order based on justice and equaliey, international peace and aecuricy,
the permsnent cutlawving of the use of force, the slimination of international conflices
and the last vestiges of colonialism, disarmament and, above all, ruclear digarmament.

At the international level, in any responsible approsch Ec the problems of buman rights,
priority should be given to the elimination of the seriocus social anomalies in manY
countries, the flagrant political, econcmic and soclal inequalities and illiteracy, disease
and unemployment.

65. FRomania believed cthat the general comments made in the Human Rights Commictes
, Ahould be sent to all Scates parties to the International Covensant on Civil and Political
. Bights, mo: just to a selected few. Under the Covenant, the Human Rights Committee did pot
have competence to make value judgements as such a selection implied. Indeed, the activity'
of cthe Committee should be rigorously circumscribed by the provisions of the Covenant '
- which, in article 40, paragraph 4, stipulated that che Commitrees "shall study the reports
submitted by the Etates parties™. At the sams time, greater concern should be shown
with respect to the tendency of certain members of the Committee to base themselves
on documentation other than the legislation and internsl practices of States parcies.
They risked infringement of the provisions of article 40 of the Covenant because the

implication was thet greater prerogatives were given to a body which had been established
enclusively to study the reporcs of States parties.
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66. With regard to the Sessional Working Group of the Econcwmic and Social Council for
the iwplementation of the Internstional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
his delegacion believed that the decizions adopted at the first regular session of che
Council for 1981 would improve 'che work of the Working Group so that it could carry out
the mandate for which it had heen established. In order to improve the corposition of
the Sessiccal Working Group, due consideration should be given to the cricecion of
equictable geographical distribution and to the increased number of States parties to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Culeural Righes.

67. His delegation believed that the proposal to elaborate a second optionsl protocol
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of
the death penalty raised several political and legel difficulties. The guestion should
be studied first by specialirzad bodies such as the Commission on Human Rights snd the
Committes on Crime Preventioo and Control before any discussion was initiaced in the
Third Committee.

68. Mrs. BOOTO (Zaire) waid that her delegation welcomed the success of the International
Year of the Child, and the progress made in the elaboration of a convention on the rights
of the child. All nations had the obligation te establish conditions favourable for the
developaent of children because they were the mcst vulnerable grovp and aeeded special
protection. Her Governsent supported the initiatives taken towarde that end and hoped
that drafe resolution AfC.3/36/L.14 would be adopted by consensus.

6%. Zalire was gratified that the number of States parties to the International Covenants
huzan rights had increased. - Zaire had scceded to tha Internationsl Covenant on
enoeic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Coveoant on Civil and Folitical
Rights and its Optional Protocol because the Constitution of Zaire guaranteed che
promotion and protection of husan rights and fundamental freedoms. With regard to the
elaboration of a second opticnal protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Folitical Rights, her delegation's point of view on the aboliticn of the death penalty
had been clearly stated at the thircy-fifth sesuion of the Gensral Assembly. Any attempt
to introduce an instrument on that subject to be uniformly applied throughout the world
was clearly unwarranted, the more so sioce most countries had not abolished the death
penalty, and the issie had philosophical, culcural, historical, religicus and legal
foplications which could not be deale wich supecficislly without calling into question
the principle of the sutonowy and cultural identity of peoples. Furthermore, only
21 countries had pubmitted their views in pursusnce of General Assembly decisdion 35/437
and ic vas obvious that a8 decision on the macter would be inappropriate for the time
being. :

70. Hr. ALSAYAGHI (Yemen) said that no ¢ s challenged the fact that the human personality
was forged in childhood. It was for chat reason that Yemen attached great importance to
the ¢hild in its attempt to build a society free of aocial 1lls. Even though many
countries had made great strides in the protection of the child, many children still
lived in poverty. “he complex problems involved increased from day to day and should be
resclved through international co-operation and oot through regional projects which did
not reach all children throughout the world.

T
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71. Yemen had achleved great successes with respect to universal educaticon and the
building of hospitals, social centres and kindergartens for children and in its attempts
to increase cultural and vocatiopal training cectres for orphans and juvanile offenders.
Hiowever, it uwas pot satisfied wich that modicum of success and would intensify its efforts

to improve the livea of children and young peopla.

72. 1In elaboratinog a convention on the rights of the ¢hild, the international community
should bear in mind the situation of children in Namibia, Scuth Africa and occupied
Palestine, where children were being killed or deprived of love and >f opportunities for
a peaceful, stable and dignified life. Special attention should be paid to those
childeen in elaborating any convention. His delegation hoped that States which had
achieved much sugccess in the protection of children would help thoae unfortunate
Palestinian children mo that future generations could live in paace.

73. His delegation joined Jordan in urging tle Copmittee to attempt to induce the
Uniced States Government to free the young Falestinian militant now in prison in the
tnited Scaces, wvho was threatened with being handed ovar to the Israeli authorities;
everybody knew the fate that awaited hism should that ocecur.

74. Hra. KI (Democratic Ksmpuchea) said that her delegation, representing a country
wvhich had been completely devastated by the Vietnamese hordes, welcomed the progress made
8t the interpational, level to guarantee civil, political, wseclal, econcmic and cultural
tights., It also weltomed the preparation of an international convention on the rights of
the child and an incgrnational convention agalinst torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment.| It was encouraged by the efforts of the international community to
guarantee enjoyment ©f huvman rights to future generations in what was hoped would be a
peaceful and free world, in vhich the physical and intellectual capacities required for
the constant progresy of sankind could be developed. The experience of other countries
in implementing hmmrl rights would be teken into consideration in Kampuchea's national
reconstruction.

75. Democratic Kampuchea was a country in vhich the most elementary human rights had been
violated with unpreckdented brutality for nearly threa years by the Vietnamese invaders,
with Soviet support. In resclution 11 (XXXVII), the Commission on Human Rights had
condemned the Vietnamese invasion and’ the continued foreign occupation which prevented the
Kesmpuchean people from exercising their right to self-determioation. Her delegation

also welcomed cthe adoption of deaft resolution ASC.3/36/L.10.

T6. The Vietnamese invaders were continuing to commit their barbarous crimes. Over

2.5 million citigens had thus far been massacred, and such mazsacres went on daily, A

Vistnamese non-commisaioned officer had told the press that he had seen soldiers cutting

‘ off the heads of their captives and staking thems on fences. Every Xampuchean had losc one

or more vesbers of his family, and tens of thousards of families had been decimaced,

Children would be affected all their lives by the physical and moral suffering they had+
undergone.

77. The growing mmber of prisons in the towms controlled by the invaders were full to
bursting point with persons imprisoned without trisl, who were being tortured and who
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«ad not beer informed of the length of their imprisonment. Hundreds of them had bacn
taken to unknown destinations and had never returned. Thers were a number of death
caaps outside the towms.

78. Tha wvilest crisa committed by the Vietnasese invaders vas the deliberate creation of
famina s & weapon of extermination. Article 1 of tha International Covenant ¢n Civil
and Political Rights stated: "In no case may a peopla be deprived of ice own means of
subsistence”. The Vietnamese invaders had resorted to all possible means to starve the
Kampuchesn people in the hope of crushing nacional resiscance. They had destroyed or
plundered animals and crops, and during the rainy season, they had fenced in the village
populations to prevant them from producing their crops. Thousands of people seeking food
from the Red Cross or from the western frontier had been arrested or killed by Vietnamese
soldiers. Such action was parc of a policy of genccide, and had nothing te do with
flooding or drought, as the Vietnesese administration at Phnom Penh hed claimed. That
adninistration's appeal for assistamce "to the pecple of Kampuchea" was merely 8
manceuvre aimed at the continued diversion of interpational humanitarian ssalstance Lo
the Vietosmess forces of aggression. The invadera continusd to abuse the genercsity and
humanitarisn fealings of millions of dopors throughout the world, turning all thelr
contributions into a weapon for the extermination of tha ¥ampuchesn people and nation.

79. Omn 14 October, the Red Cross of Democratic Kampuchea had appealed to all the
competent United Nations agencies, GCovercments, international humanitarian organizaticns,
pational Red Crasa committees and all persons conc for pesce and justice to take
effactive steps to help the Kampuchean pecple, emphasizing the nesd to ensure that the
assistance wvent dirsctly ko the people who needed it and mot through the Vietnamese
adainiscration at Fhmom Penh.

0. Thera was irrefutable proof that the invaders had used chemicsl weapons. Evidence
to that effect had been given by a number of Via & army deserters or prisoners,

and the Govermment and Red Cross of Democratic Kampuchea had transmitted the necessary
information t¢ the Secretary-General, in accordsnce with General Assembly resclution
315/144 C. Document AS3I6/254 described che effects of the Soviet chemical weapons used,
wvhich had caken the form of toxic gases, chemical powders spread by aircraft and poisons
dissolved in drinking water. The toxicity symptoms described in chat document
corresponded ¢o those described in che note of 14 September 1951 from the Permanent
Representative of the United States (A/76/509). The use of such products, which hzd
already caused the desths of tens of thousands of people, was being intensified.

81. The expansionists were carrying out s systematic Vietnamization of Kampuches and its
iphabicants. Children were being taught only Vietnamese, women were being forced to
tecome concubines of Vietnamese goldisrs, and Vietnasese nacionals were being sent to

Kampuchea to form colomles, the Kampuchean people being driven from their homes and
herded into enclosures, vhere meny died of hunger or disease, The final objective vas

the extinction of the Kampuchean people and aacion.
82. All those crimes against the Kampucheam people were ci’ses against humanicy, yat the

vietnamece expansioniste had receuntly scceded to the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide with the cynical sim of concealing such crimes.

feda
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83. In December 1979, a national congress had decided to restructure the Government of
Democratic Kampuchea, and had adopted a new political strategy aod Programma guaranteeing
full democratic freedom to the people under a liberal pavlissentary tegime with a
naLlional asseably elected by free, universal and dirsct suffrage and secret ballot. Her
country's geopolitical conditions made it abaolutely necessary to contious to apply that
policical programme in order to guarantee independence and national soversignty after its
liberation, and to reconstruct it with international azeistance and co-operation.

B4. 1t was for all tnoss reasons Chat the Govermment of Desocratic Xampuchea had signed
the Incernational Covenant on Economic, Social and Gulturil Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Folitical Rights.

85. The application of the political prograeme in the areas under the control of the
Government of Democratic Kampuchea, vhich at present comprised 50 per cent of the naticnal
territory, with 1.7 millica inhabitants, and the conssquent strengthening of securicy,

had enabled willages, as they wers liberatad, to revive thair ecooomic, educational,
cultural and health sctivicies, and to resume their 1ifa.

B5. The people'’s sufferings wvera the result of the fanarical degire of the Vietoamess

expansionists co destroy Kampuchea's independence and integrate the country into the
Viatnasege empire as part of tha "Indo-Chinese Federation", which they euvphemistically

called the "Group of Indochiness countries”.

BY. The General Asseably had recently adopted, by an overvhelming majoricy, reso
35/5, endorsing the Declaration and resclution of the Interoatfional Conference o
hampuchea. All the relevant United Hatiooe tesolutions called for an immediate ¢
of the Vistpamese invasion and the coepliete withdrawval of Vietnamess forces from
to allow ths Kampuchean psople freely to decide their future without foreign
ioterfersnce. That wvas the only just and lasting soluticn for ending the long-dr
out suffering in her country amd enabling it to recover all its sscred naticnal righes.
Human rights could then be fully isplemented in the interest of tha social, ec
cultural progress and well-being of the Xampuchean people and nation.

BS. Mrs. EL-ALT (Syrian Arab Republic) reviewing the case of Ziad Abu Ein, which had been

ocutlined by the representative of Jordan at the Committeec's 33rd mecting, stressed that

the United States Government wvas usicg his arrest, detention without bail and proposed

extradition to Israsl as a test case designed to close a loop-hole in extradition

treaties vhich made ap exception for political offences. In thar comnexicn, sh~ drEH

attention to the vass of a member of the extremely viclent Irish Republican Arey, vho

had oot basn extradited in May 1979, even though he had sdmirted responsibility for a

. facal bombing. The United States Govermment had net chilleoged that decision directly,
because it had not wvished to be unpopular with Irish-Ametricans. However, it did not wish

to becoms & haven for terrcrists, sither, and it wvas therefore using the case of

Ziad Atu Ein as a highly charged anti-terrorist hearing. In wviev of che curreat

anti-Falestinisn Arab accitude in the United States, no public ocutccy against that

extradiction had been expected.

89. Deapite the suspicious pature of the confession that had implicatml Ziad Abu Ein,

despite the affids.its retracting that confession apd despite the fact that Israel had
not provided sufficient svidence, the judge handling the case had refused Lo accept

!“-I
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the affidavics as evidence and had ruled that Zisd Abn Ein could be extradited to lsrael
for trial. Independent legal experts weras convinced that the lew favoured Ziad Abu Ein,
but powerful political forces with extra=legal cbjectivas were sgainst him.

90. Her asscertioos wers fully confirmed by the statement issued by the American-ATab
Anti=Discrimination Commictee, which indicated that Ziad Abu Efn was not receiving due
process of law, to which he was entitled under the United Scates Constitution, primarily
because he wag an Arab. Presumably, an Arab could not get a feir hearing in tnited
States courts, when the ioterests of Israel were at stake. The actitude of the Uniced
States Department of State was clearly prejudiced against Ziad Abu Eln; it vas completely
distegarding his rights. :

91. She drew ottention to the irony of the situation: a young Falestinian Arab wvas to
be extradited to Israel, where he could not possibly get a fair trial, while Israel's
bombings of southern Lebanon snd its scarvation curfews were killing hundreds of ionocent
civilians. Along the same lines. she drew sttention to an arcicle published in

The Hew York Times of 29 October 1981 concerning the death of a young Arab in the West
Bank from injuries ha had suffered during interrogation by Istaell ofFiciasls.

92. In accordance with articles 10, 11 and 12 of the Univergal Declaration of Human
Rights, she expresasd the hope that the United States Covernment would ceke all the
necessaTy measutes to £Tee Zisd Abu Ein, and mot to hend him over to Iscael, which vas

persecuting his people.

g3, Mr. CHINUZU (Malswi), spaaking on agenda items 75, 85 and 86, said that his country
Lelieved in and practised freedom of religion and that various relgions had been practised
in Halawi for years. Since Malewi's accession to indepandence, the Government had been
responsible for providing the educational and medical ssrvices, vhich religious
organizations had formerly provided for their ovm membars. The Government's proframms
was especially important for children whose parents did not belong to a religion chat
provided such services, and it had thus helped to prevent social problems.

94, His Aelegation appreciated the inclusion in the draft Declaracion on the elimivation
of all forms of religious intolerance of article I, paragravh 3, recognizing Che fxreedom
to manifest religions and beliefs, subject o the limitations prescribed by law in arder
to protect public safecy, order, health, morals or tha fundamentsl rights apd freedoma
of othera.

55. His delegation considersd tha quastion of human rights and scientific aod
techoological developments to be of immediate inportance for national development and

for the tranafer of technology to the daveloping countries, particularly in the field of
sgriculture. His country tharafors continued to focus on the training of locai research
workers and co-opeérated with other irtsarested Covernments and international organizaticos
to that end. Sufficient food, clothing and shelter were his Government's principal
priorities.

96. Clearly, the full development of the child would balp to ensure the welfare of
sankind, and the celebration of the International Year of the Child in 1979 had provided
an opportunity tc assess Malavi's performanca in that connexion. With a view to
contipuing the activitiss conducted during the Year, his Government had established a
gtanding Mational Commission of the Child. The national medical service also focused om
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preventive medicine for children and on providing heslth education for nuraing mothers.
Handicapped children received either spscial or regulsr sducation and trafning at
appropriate centrés. Moreover, there were reformatory institutiona which provided
Juvenile delinquents with the education and training they needed to pursue normal lives
upon their release. The efforts to elaborate a convention on the right= of the child
were, thersafore, in line with his country's owm practices.

97. Mr. KHORASAMI {Iran), referring to a atatemsent made at an earlier meeting by the
United Kingdom representative, sald that, alnce the Iranian revolution, no Bahal had ever
been prosecuted, tried or persecuted for his opinlon. Section 1, article 14, of the
Iranian Constitution recognized the rights of religious minorities. It did not, however,
protect criminals whe, os accomplices of the Shah, had plundered millions of dellars of
public revenuve and deposited them in foreign banks. TIn an Islamic Court, no privilege
could be accorded to anyone, not even to members ¢f parliasent, and the Bahails wveres no
exception to that rule, He would Tefrain from asking the United Kingdom represencacive
to comment on the deaths of 60 hunger strikers, or on the torture of 1,0{0 pecple in
Horthern Ireland. He would no doubt describe as "false allegations™ the attacks by
British police officers on coloured demonstrators fn England, as showm on televiaion
screens in Iran.

98. He was shocked at the support being given to criminals. The Asseably should guard
againgt the Human Rights Committee becoming a human wrongs committee. He had expected
the United Hations to be engaged in solving the probleas of the innocenc people of
Palestine, Afghanistan, Hamibia and other countries, and he could not have imagined that
some delegations would support only the corrupt, criminals and murderers. Somas
representatives might oot know what a crims meant, but the United Kingdom representative,
who was well aware of vhat wvas taking place in tha intertugation centres of WMorthern
Ireland, vas not one of them. He himself had seen students shot dead on tha universicy
‘campus, and had kept records to show to the rest of the world. Delegations shovid ensure
that thefr concern for human rights was not used to provide privilege for the enemien of
mankind. It would ke & strange situation if the Committee was to be unable to distinguish
betuween the prey and the predator.

99. Repressntatives of the third world were well svare of the precise meaning of the
concept of human rights. During the days of the British Empire, they had had sore than
enough experience of British humanicarisn.values. Iran, Pakistan, India, the Far Esst,
Africa and the Middle East had had a surfeit of British and American democracy. Algeria
had hed enough French democracy, and Afghanistan encugh Russian democracy. None of
those democracies were wanted. Moslems wvanted to live as Moslems.

100. The allegations made by the United Kingdom reépreseptative were meraly an sxcuse to
undermine the Iranian revelution. When the United Fiogdom was on the verge of
bankruptey, in the wid-1570s and was saddled with a surplus of Anglo-American Chrysler
vehicles which it could not dispose of, thousands of such vehicles had been bought by the
Shah and sald to government employees at a vast profit, thus ensbling the United Xingdow
Covernment to survive the crisis. It had been easy in those days for many pnlit:l.-cj,nm

to support traitors, their Bahai friends, but those days were over.

101. He wished to draw che United Eingdom rapresentative's attention to the case of
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an Irsniam chemistry student in the United Kingdom who had contracted cancer from &
carcinogenic substance om which he hed besn instructed to carTy out Tesearch. His
supscvisor had stated in court that it wes a common practice to assign work on such
substances to foreign students. Ba invited the United Kingdom representative to
explain that criminal mct, wvhich had resulted in the desth of the studsot, in terms of
husan righte.

102. He was not surptissd to hear the Vnited Fiagdom rapresentative cpeaking so
syspathetically for the Bahais, but in defending thoss traitors, he vas sttacking

35 aillion people who had wvaged an uoarsed fight against tanks sand machipe-guns to rid
themselves of the puppet téeime of the Shah: & nation whosme property had been transferred
to tha safes of Zicniet bankers: & nation with 60,000 martyrs and 50,000 disabled Piﬂﬂﬁlll
s nation which had survived three pro-American coups 4'&tar plots in less than two years,
vhich vas labouring under inhuman economic sanctions, which was couragaously defending
its dignity along m 500-kilometre battlefront and which was striving to feed snme

two million Afghani rafugess and two-and-a-half aillion war rafugpess. Membors of the
Committes could judge for themselves who were Che Teal proponents of human righte: Che
Iranisn people or those who attacked them, Be sssurad the United Kingdom reprasentative
that Irsn did net persecuta imnocent parsons; its rastraint wvas guided only by Islamic
priaciples.

103, Mr. BYKOV (Unicn of Sovist Soclalist Bepublics), speaking in exercise of the right
of raply, pointed out » At the Commitcee's Jith mesting, the repressntative of the
United Staces had again ed his right o speak and had disrsgarded ths agends itsms
undar consideration by hing s slanderous propaganda attack sgainst the Soviet Unlon.
Ha scorafully rejectad sa comments, which could scarcely be called a statement, and
felt sorry for the United| States rapressntative in as such as he had bemm obliged to
speak sbout momething whikh, ha bad admitted, ba did oot believe in, Ha would have dona
better to make his own sthtemént ‘on anti-Semictiem and on the current United States policy ;
of poisoning tha in ional climate. He had not had anything to say on tha substance
of the items under consideration which many countries obvicusly considered to bs vary
isporcant. - |

104. Real problems existed im the United States, especially in the field of mman rights. .
For exampls, it was no secret that tha Uoited Stetes suthoricies conducted large-scals |
progremmas in which thousands of insocent people ware kept in psychiatric hospitals !
acd prisons, whersa thay wers forced to parcicipatc in experiments to tast chemicals,
poisons and the like. A particularly well-known case wvas that of the Federal Frison in
North Carolins where behaviour sodification experimsats and experimants on states of
consclouscess had bess conducted oo iokates. In eddition, & repressntative of the
iperican Indian sovement had stated oo television that the Fedaral Govarmeent had used

his people for the testing of bacteriological and biological weapons. HMass

sterilizations had also besn conducted under simtiler programses.

105. In conclusion, he drew atteation to an areicls published in the Tribune de Genive
about a man vho had been hald in an Aserican priscn for 19 years, without trial sod
without sentencing. He ssked how many othars were being similarly detained. He reminded
the Tnited States Tepressntative of tha words of the Eaglish poet, Alexander Pope, to the
affact that a liar did cot Tealize tha great burdes he wvas assuming, becsuse to
subsatantiste one lie, he would.be forced to fabricate another 20.
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106. Mr. MORATT (Isracl), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said cthat tha
representative of Jordsn had again sought to alsnder Istacel with his Arab hats propaganda.
The Israeli Goveroment rejected that slander out of hand. It was easy to make blanket
accusatioas aod, slthough such sccusations bad besn disproved time and again, thay had
never been retracted. Quite the contrary, they were merely freshened up and used agaln.

107. Iszsel was & Stete where law and order prevailed, its society was cpen, and its
coutts were frae and independent. FHe asked how many other countries in tha Middlas East
could soy the ssme. Except in the casa of a Nazl var crimioal, no death santences had
even besn handad down. Tortura was abhorrent to the Isrseli judicial syetem, and torture
such ap that described by the representative of Jordan, sixplw 414 not exist in Israel.
Qu.te the contrary, detainess had the. right to counsel and to be visited in private, for
exanple, by a repraseotative of the Interoational Cowmittee of the Red (ross.

108. He drev attsntion to the fact that the representative of Jordan had failed o sention
the tresatsent Jotdan had seted cut to FLO terrorists in 1970, when some of the terroriscs
had fled fo lsrael rather than be subjettsd o such tresalment. Morsover, there were no
mdss arrests in Israsl, an assertion which Jordan and other Arab countries could not
substantiate: atrocities wvare Jdally occurrences in those comtries.

109. The representative of Jordan wes not concerned about the real tragedies being
considered by the Committes. The Arabd countries should deal wvith the charges of inhuman
treatment they levelled against sach other, instesd of directing such charges st Israel.

110, Mr. SHAMMA (Jordan) said that his dale
exercise of the right of reply on the fol

112. Mr. AL-QAYSI (Iraq), spasking in exerc
comments nsde by the representative of at the Commitrea's 33rd mesting concerning

the close relationskip betwess human rights and Che cana of Ziad Abu Ein; that case was
patt of a very painful tragedy, involving agroas viclation of husan rights, im particular,
the right to life. Ha askad hov many countries practised violaticns of human rights
similar to those commitesd by cha Zionist ultntlt:r. :

tion vished to rassrve its right to spesk in
ng day.

of the right of reply, supported the

113, In reply to the repressntative of Tsrael's remark concerning mass sxscuticns in ths
Arab countries, hs naeded maraly to draw attention to ths viclaiions of human rights
commitind in occupled Palestine by the Zioplwet milictery forces.

114. Mr. TERZI (Cbsarver, Palestiom Liberatiom Orgenizaciom), speaking in exercise of the
right of Teply, said thar, slthough the rapresentative {rom Tel Aviv had stated that no
Jeath sentencas, had besn hamded down, except in the case of a Nazl wvar criminal, history
showed that Tel Aviv's satire policy was bassd on mass surder and genocide, similar to
that practised by the Maxis, For sxaspla, 400 innocent civilians had recently been
killed in Befrut.

115. Mr. FURSLAND (United Kingdom) pointed out that the statement vhich his dalegation
had made in connexicn with sgenda items 75 and 90 and fo which the representative of Iran
had veferred had been delivered on behalf of the 10 wembar countries of the Buropesn
Economic Community.

The meet rose at 6.40 p.m.




