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The mesting wvas called to ordar at 3.10 p.m.

ACENDA ITEM 73: REVIEW AND CO-ORDIMATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROCRAMMES OF ORGANIZATIONS
IN THE UNITED MATIONS SYSTEM AND CO-OPERATION VITH OTHER INTERMATIOMAL PROGRAMMES IN
THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS (A/36/3/ADD.23 (PART I); A/36/116 AND CORR.1 (EWGLISH, FRENCE
AND SPANISH OWLY), ASC.3/3&6/2) .

ACENDA ITEM 79: ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND MEANS VITAIN THE UNITED MATIONS

SYSTEM FOR IMPROVING THE EFFECTIVE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

ﬂﬂ?ﬂ:ﬂn.: (PART 1I): A/3S/116 AND CORR.1 (ENCLISH, FRENCH AND SPANISH OMLY); AJ36fAB2:
36/584

(a) IMPLEOMEWTATION OF GENERAL ASSEMILY RESOLUTIONS 34746 AND 35/174: REPORT OF THE -
SECRETARY=GENERAL (AJ36[462)

(b) RATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTLON OF HUMAM RIGHTS: REPORT
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (AS36/440)

1. Mr. WYAMEEYE {Deputy Dirsctor, Division of Human Rights), introducing the two itemn,
said that tha subjpct of itsm 73 had been included in the sgends of the thirry-third
session of the al Asssmbly. The Assembly had adopted Tesoluticn 33/54 requesting
ths Comaission on n Righte to consult with spacialized agencies snd other bodies of
the Tnited Hat system s wwll as othar ragional intergovernmantal bodiss On thair
buman rights activities and programses and their modes of co-ordimation, co—opsration and
communication, Ecopomic and Socfal Council, at its first regular session in 1979, oo
of the Commission ou Humsn Rights (resolution 22 (XXXV)}, had decided
, sion's tarms of TefaTence to enable it to assist tha Council in
co=-ordinating b rights activities. At its thirty-ssventh ssssion, in Harch 1981, tha
Commission on Humen Rights had considersd tha Secretary=Ceneral's teport on tha question
(E/C.4/1433) and Yecided (resolution 23 (XXXVII)) to contioue work on tha analysis of
the co~erdination of mman rights activities st its thirty-sighth sassion in 1982. The
informal consultations bheld pariodically among the secratarists of the United Nations

organizations and other international and vegiomal bodies coocernsd with human rights
had proved axtrescly valuable.

2. With regard to agenda item 79, he recalled that tha Husan Rights Programms of the
United Mations had been significantly broadensd and despened during the current medium-
term period: the concept of human rights had besn sxpanded; efforts had been made to
devise a atructural spproach to husan rights questions, dealing with their underlying
economic and soclal causes, and pot merely with the symptoms or vicolations; human rights
bhad besn integrated with other areas of sctivity of the United Marioms, such as psace,
disarmament and development; & grass-roots approach to human rights wvas being developsd
by making the public swars of their own rights 3o that they eould defend the Tights of
othars; education, teaching and training wers baing strassed; efforts wera being made to
find solutions to problems of viclations of haman rights, including seasures for urgent
sction by the Dnited Nations through the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discriminatiom
and Protection of Minorities, the Commission on Human Rights, the Economic and Social
Council, the Genaral Assesbly acd ths Security Council, direct contacts with Covercmsnts,
the good offices of the Secretary-Genaral and other means; and regional, nationsl end
locsl institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights wers being encouraged.
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3. The Secretary-General's report on the subject (A/36/462), now bafore the Committee,
had been prepared pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 34/46 and 35/174, with dus
regard to tha rules om comtrol and limitaticon of documentation and the need to take into
account relevant inforsation already available in the United Hations. Its essential
message wvas that all human activities, vhether natiosal, local, regional or
international, should be inspired and guided by the urgent need to promote and protect
human rights and fundsmental freedoms.

4. He aleo drew attenticn to the repore of the Sec:_ tary-Cemeral (Af36/540) on the
Seminar on Hatiomal and Local Institutions for tha Promotion and Protecrion of Human
Rights, held in 1978,

5. The General Asssmbly, in resolucicn 32/130, had decided that the experisnce and
contribution of developed and dewsloping countrias should be taken into account by all
orgona of the United Nations systzm in thelr work on lnman rights and fundamental -
fresdoms. It tecognized the importsnce of national snd local instirutions am a valuable
means of exchanging expesrience on the promotion sod protaction of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. -

5. The analysis now g uodertaken had iccreassd reacognition of the relationship
batween humasn rights, e and developsent. At the raquest of the GCensral Assesbly
and the Commission on Human Rights, the Secretary-Genaral had organizred an international
seminar on human rights,| pesce and develspment ar Hesdquarters from ) to 14 August 1941,
the report of which was gvailable in docussnt ST/HR/SCR.AS10.

AGENDA ITEM 75: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE (continued)
(AJ36/137, 158, Af36/3/A0d.23 (PART I): AJC.3/36/L.4, L.37)

AGENDA ITEM 85: HUMAN RIGHETS AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHMOLOGICAL DEVELGPMEWTS: REPORT
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (AF36/429 AND ADD.l AND 2; AJC.3/36fL.31, L.32,
L.35) i

AGENDA TTEM B6: QUESTION OF A CONVERTION OM THE RICHTS OF THE CHILD (contiousd
(Af36/3/ADD.23 (PART I); A/C.3/36/6; AJC.3/36/L.14) (contioued)

AGENDA ITEM B7: TINTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON HUMAM NIGHTS (continusd) (AS36/63, 417,
434, AJ35/3/ADD.23, 25 AND 26; A/36/5B4; AfC.3[36/L.36) [87

(a) REPORT OF THE HUMAK RIGHTS COMMITTEE (A/36/40)

(b} STATUS OF THE INTERMATIORAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AMD CULTURAL RICHTS, THE
INTFRMATIOMAL COVEMANT OM CIVIL AND POLITICAL RICHTS AND THE OPTIOMAL PROTOCOL TO
THE INTERMATIOMAL COVEMANT OM CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS: BEPFORT OF THE SECRETARY-
GENERAL (AS36/455)

(c) ELABORATION OF A SECOND OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERMATIONAL COVEMANT ON CIVIL
AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, AIMING AT THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY: REPORT OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/36/441 AND ADD.Ll; ASC.3/36/L.33}
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ACEWDA ITEM 91: TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNLSHMENWT
(continuad) (Af36/3/ADD.19 AND 23; A/C.3/36/L.34, L.39)

{a) UNILATERAL DECLARATIORS BY MEMBER STATES ACAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAR
OR DETRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT: REFORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (Af36/426
ARD ADD.1)

(b) DRAFT CODE OF MEDICAL ETHICS: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/36/140 AND
ADD.1-4; AJC.3/36/L.38)

7. Mr. JANI (ZIMEABWE) said that technological improvements, which used up a
substantial amount of the world's scarce resources, should be designed to ensure
mankind's survival in a heslthier envirasment.

8. 1In the context of survival, which involved peace and war, overcoming world hunger

and povarty and the alarming gap between the living conditions of the rich and the pnn:. .

he viewed with apprehension investment in armaments at an annual cost of owver

$500 billion, while official development aid accounted for less than 5 per cent of that
figure. It was an unreasonabls and misguided consumption of the world's rescurces aod
an unoeceasary vaste of technical expertise and techoologlical advance, which endengered
peace, disrupted the development of good ecoomic ralatiohs and retarded the growth of
prospericy. It was ironical that, at a tise when serioup efforts were belng made o
establish a pev interoationml economic order, the most rapid transfer of sophisticated

equipment and technology from rich to poor ¢countries had| been in the machinery of
death,

9, It was pot encugh to ban war: mass poverty and ipsecurity sust alsc be bamned
befcre they led to chacs and lawlessness. Technical and| technological advances sust be
used to better the lives of peoples, not to pu:h thes ko the briok of extincticn.
Statiatice showed that oce-half of one year's world milirary expenditure would pay for
all tha equipment needed to increase food preductcion .na ackieve pelf-sufficiency in
low-income countries by 1990. The cost of a modern tamk, about 51 million, would
provide storage facilicties for 100,000 tons of rice or classrooms for 30,000 children.
The major arms-producing countries, both West and Bast, must be perscadesd that their
efforce should be directed to development, which was the only gusrantee of man's
sutvival., Technological advances should be used to encure a more frugal consumption
of the world's declining vital resources.

10. The violation of human rights was undoubtedly one of the most important snd
thorniest issues before the Committee. Despite ratifications of the Internacional
Covenants on human rights aznd signatures of the Optional Protocol, certain obligations
were still not being meticulously fuifilled. There vere cases on all the continents
vhere rights recognized in the Covenants were frustrated by the judiciary, the police
and the armed forces. The sctivivies of dictators such as Bokagsas and Idi Amin on his

own continent of Africa were a shameful legacy. The way in which States discharged
thelr responsibilities needed critical examination.

11. TImplementation of the provisions of the Covenants would be facilitated if they
could be trenelated into the lenguages accessible to ordinary people. In view of the
finsncisl difficulties of most States, consideration might be given to the possibility
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of seteing up a fund for thac purpose within the United Hations framework. The idea
could also bBe considered in the context of implementing projects for youth, wvomen and
minoricies.

12. 1In Zimbabwe, separate ministries had been established for youth and women, as a
step tovards enlightening those traditionally segregated classes on their rights in
society and their important role in the country's development and economic well-being.
Ho looked forward to the tims when the Covenants and the Protocol were household texts.

13. Hr. AVILES (Nicaragua), referring to agenda item 87, said that following the recent
revolution, which had put an end to an era of infamy and terrer, the Government of
Nicaragus had focused attention on the protection and promotion of humsa tighta for all
the people. In that coomexion, he quoted from the report of a mission of the
International Commission of Juristcs which had visited Nicaragua to investigate the human
rights situation. Tha report described the régime of corruption and reprassion of the
unscrupulous Somoza family - the Somora GCovermment had even laid hands on tha
international aid sent to victims of the earthquake in 1%72 - vhich had held power for
45 years, with internatiocal support, particularly from the United States, which had
regarded it as & bulwark against comsunism,

15, It had been a 'Erl’ii'll of dictatorship, rup’:u‘ninn. certure, viclation of women,
political imprisonment, with opponents of the regise - mainly workers, peasants amd
students - subjected to persecution, arbitrary detention and even murder, and a clisste
of official corrupcion in all fields which had ensbled cthe Sowoza family to build wp
ics fortune and ics ermy.

15. All that had eneded on 19 July 1979, Hational Liberation Day. On 20 July the
Covernsent had adopted a naticnal Statute, replaciog the 1974 Constitution and the lawva
of the former rfzime, and on 21 August 1979 the Government had adopted Decree No. 52
establishing the Scatute on Rights and Safeguarde for All Micaraguans, which esbodied
the principles established by the Interpational Covenants ¢n Human Rights, the American
Convention on Human Rights and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The
Incernational Commission of Jurists® mission had lisced in its report & number of the
husan rights that were incorporated in the Scatute and hed made useful comments and
recommendacions copceroing measures for their isplementation aod fof the monitoring and
evaluation of the pational legislative system:

16. Nicaragua discussed human rights in all the appropriace forums and welcomed
constructive criciciom. It was a party to the American Convention oo Human Rights,
the Intarnational Covenants on Human Rights and the Optional Protecel and aieo the
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its Frotccol and the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forma of Racial Discrimination, and it had just signed the
Convention of Elinination of All Forms of Discrimication againat Women.

17. In view of Nicaragua's past history, his Governmeant was concerned about what was
happening to certain oeighbouring pecples, vhose Governments ignored the appeals of

the international organizations. He had in mind the case of Urvguay, wilchk warn mentioned
in a report of the Humsn Rights Committee (Af35/40).

lo..
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18. Mrs. CUELMAN (Uruguay), speaking op & point of order, appealed to the rapresentative
of Nicaragua to confine his Temarks to the subject of agenda item BY and to speak on the
general situation, mot oo the situation in any particular country. She wished Lo reserve
her zight of reply.

19. The CHAIRMAN said t-'h-ll'.' he took it that the representative of Uruguay was not asking
for a ruling. He requested the representative of Nicaragus to note the statesent by tha
representative of Urugusy.

20. Mr. AVILES (Nicaragua) said that his country was conceraned sbout what was happaning
te brothers in other countries vhose buman rights were being violated. He would not
specifically discuss events in Urugusy, although the case was mentioned in the documents.
HBe urged the Comnittee to appeal for a cessation of human rightz viclations.

21. Mr. CAPPAGLI (Argentina), speaking on agenda items 75, 86 and 85, said that the
right to practise religion had been recognized in Argentina's Constitution for mora

than 150 years. Argentina's population included people from many parts of the world,
with many different faiths, and freedom of religion had always besn respected and
Fostered. He thersfore welcomed the proposed Declaration on the sliminaticn of all
forms of religious intolerancs and supported the principles it embodied. He regretted
that, because of differances on minor pointe which he felt could be overcome, it had not
been possible to reach a consensus, In the circumstances, he had doubts on the
advisability of a vote on tha declaration, and urged that a Final effort should bs made
to reach a consensus during the present General Assembly. -

21. He also hoped that a consensus would be reached oo the proposed Convention on the
rights of the child. A point that needed careful study wvas the sge limit of childhood.
Argentins considered thar it was important to maintsin the distinction betuveen
childhood, adolescence and the age of minority. Childhood and sdolescence applied
essentially to stages of psycho-biclogical development, whereas ainoricy vas a legal
state and should therefore not be included in che proposed instrument. The distiactions
between childhood and adolescence sust be clearly reflscted in che Comvention. It
would be advigable for the Working Group to have a full week before the thirty-eighth
gession of the Commission om Muman Rights and poesibly further meetings during the
session, S0 that the draft convention could be completed in 1982.

23. In connexion with agenda item 85, he said that implementation of the Declaration
on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of Feace and for
the Benefit of Mankind by Member States would furthear developmant, leading to a
dignified life for all peoples, and promote international peace and secoricy. His
delegation trusted that the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, in the study referred to in resclution 28 (XXXVII) of the
Commission on Human Rights, would produce new ideas and soluticns on vays of usicg
scientific and technological developments to safeguatd the right to work and the righe
to development.

24, 1f cthe comsunicacions wmedia could promote and copsolidate knowledge of the ideas
embodled in the Declaration there would be eal progress towards building a better
world fer all.
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