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'STATUS OF A DRAFT CONVENTION O THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

’ _I. Articles agreed in the Commission on Human Righi:s -
The Statés Pa:tigt to the Convention, S

Considering that,| in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter
of the United Natons, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of all members of the human tauily is the foundation of freedom,
justice and peace in the world,

Beari t the peoples of the United Natlons have, in the Charter,
reaftirmed their faithf in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and worth of
the human person, and have detemined to promote social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom,

. mcgg_gizim that the United Nations have, in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and in the International Covenants on Human Rights, proclaimed and
agreed that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein,
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion. national or social origin, property, birth or other
status,

' Recalling tha in the Universal Declaration of lmu_an Rights, the United
Rations had proclaimed that childhood is entitled to special care and assistance,

Convinced that the family, as the basic unit of society and the natural
environment for the growth and well-being of all its members and particularly
children, should be afforded the necessary protection and azsistance so that it can
fully assume its responsibilities within the community,
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vil;anﬂ*rolitisal nights (in pa:ticu 4 in the atticles 23 and 24),
nati@nnl Covenant en'ﬁeanauicf ‘Cocial: and Cultural Rights {in
: icular in its article 10) and in the statutes’ oﬁ . specialized agencies and
ninternational organizations concerned with thc weltanc of . children.

: Lonaidezigg that the child should be fuLly'prepated to live an individual life
in uociaty, and brought up in the spirit of the ideals proclaimed in the Charter of
the United Nations, and in particular in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance,
freedom and brotherhood, ,

Have agreed as follows:

‘Article 1

According to the present Convention a child is every human being to the age of
18 years unless, under the law of his state, he has attained his age of matarity
earlier.

Article 2

1. The child shall have the right from his birth to a name and to acquire a
nationality .

2. - The States Parties to the present Convention shall ensure that their
legislation recognizes the principle according to which a child shall acquire the
nationality of the State in the territory of which he has been born if, at the time
of the child’s birth, he is not granted nationality by any other State in
accordance with its laws.

Article 3

1. In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or
private social welfare institutions, courts of law, or administrative authorities,

the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration,
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\ts, legai guatdians, or other individuals'
#Bd. shall take all app:opriate

superéiiioh'e fficials and pe:sonnel of institutions di:ectly responsibie for the
care of children. ’

Azrticle 4

1. The States Parties to the present Convention shall respect and extend all
the rights set forth in this Convention to each child in their territories without
distinction of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his parents' or legal
guardians' race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or ‘social origin, family status, ethnic origin, cultural beliefs or
pratices, property, educational attainment, birth, or any other basis whatever.

2. states Parties to the present Convention shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure that the child is protected against all forms of discrimination
or punishment on the basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions, or
beliefs of the child’'s parents, legal guardians, or other family members.

Article 5

The States Parties to the present Convention shall undertake all appropriate
administrative and legislative measures, in accordance with their available
resources, and, where needed, within the framework of international co-operation,
for the implementation of the rights recognized in this Convention.

Article 7 |
The States Parties to the present Convention shall assure to the child who is
capable of forming his own views the right to express his opinion freely in all

matters, the wishes of the child being given due weight in accordance with his age
and maturity.

Article 8
‘1. Parents or, .3 the case may be, guardians, have the primacy
responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child. The best interests
of the child will bc their basic concern. States Parties shall use their best
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: viozking paraats amn the tight to benefit: ttoa chnd care setvieu and
fet whieh ‘they uo eliqible., , '

Thse '1mtitetim. services and facilities ntexrtd to in paugnph: 2 and

"3 of this article shall conform with the standards established by ‘competent

i
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authéxities, pa:t.*enhtly in the areas of safety, health,- and ;hr the mmbez and

suitabnity of their staff,

It;. Revised text of remaining draft "'art‘icles being submitted
to facilitate the d:attig nrocess o ‘

b.-.r_t_!s.l.s_i

The States Parties to the present _Canenhion shall recognize thz right of the
child to have his residence to determined by his parents. if the place of
residence specified by the parents is likely to be detrimsrncal to the child‘'s
well~-being, or in the case of disagreement betmn the parents, a competent public
organ, guided by the child’'s well-being, :han éctemine his place of residence.

Articlc 9

1. 'rhe States Parties to Lhe present Convention shall encourage

' opinien-mking quarters to disseminate information which promotes the upbringing of
. children ia the spirit of the principles as hid down in Attich 16.

2. -, The States Parties shall also encouzage puents and guardians to pmvide

: théi: ‘children with appropriate protection if, on account of its contents, the

dismainﬂted information might matiniy attcct. the puysical and moral development
of the chilad.

Article 10

1. A child deprivcd of parental care shall be entitled to speclal protection
and anisum p:ovidod by the State.

2. The States Parties to the present Ccqunuon shall provide appmpﬂatt
environment fuz the upbringing of a child who iz deprived of his natuzal family
environment or whe. on account of his well-being, cannot be brought up in such an
environment. ‘
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parag:apha apply accordinqu. if the
child ,wit Appropriate care because of

S The~3tatea Pa:ties te the prgsent chvention tecogni*e the :ight of a
~nentally or. phyf cally disabled chila to special protection and care, commensurate
with his condition and those’ ot his parents or guardlans, and shall ~extend
‘app:op:iate asliatance to anch a child. :

2. A disabled child shall grow up and ‘receive education in conditions
~deligned to achieve his fullest possible social integration. His special
educational needs shall be cared for free of charge; aids and appliances shall be
provided to ensure equal opgottunity and access to the care services and tacilities
for which he is eliqib&e.»

Article 12 |

1. thg States Parties to the presént Convention shall ensure the child with
health care facilities and, in case of need, rehabilitation facilities of the

highest attainable standard.

2. In particular, States Parties to the present Conyention shall undertake
measures with a view to:

(a) lowering the infant mortality rate,

(b) enauring medical assistance and health care to all children,

{c) providing expectant mothers with appropriate health care services and
ensuring working mothers a paid leave or a leave granting adequate social security
benefits for a reasonable period of time, before and after confinement.

Article 13

The States Parties.to the present Convention shall ensure to every child the
right to social security benefits for which he is eligible on account of the
situation of his parents or legal guardians or another situation and shall take
appropriate legal and administrative measures in order to guarantee the
implementation of this right.

Article 14

1. The States Parties to the present Convention recognize the right of every
child to a standard of living which guarantees his normal physical, mental and
moral develepmunt.‘
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: ~ Y a1l assistance to
t ' g 1 n, special regard to be givcn to
iliea and ehildren deprived of pa:ental care. '

Atticlg -5

R < }?he States Parties to the ptesent COnvention shall guarantee all children
: ccmpuxsoty and ftee education, at least at an elementary school 1eve1. :

5 : 2." The States Pa::ies to the p:esent Convention shall deveIOp various forms
-of se\enda:y, general and vocational ‘education, aiming at a gradual introduction at
this level of free education, so as to enable all children to develop their talents

and interests in conditions of equal opportunity.

Azti;’e;ls

Convention recognize that raising up

lopment of his personality and intensify
1 fzeedous. '

1. The States Parties to the presen
and educating the child should promote dew
his respect for human rights and fundament

.COnvention shall ensure that the child

society, in the spirit of understanding,
ethnic and religious groups and

peace established by the United Natons.

2. The States Parties to the presen
be prepared for independent life in a free
tolerance and friendship among all peoples
educated in harmony with the principles of:

Attiéle 17

The States Parties to the present Convention undettake to ensure to all
~child:en epportunities for leisuve and recreation commensurate with their age.
Parents and other persons responsible for children, educational institutions and
state organs shall supervise the practical implementation of the foregoing
provision.

Article 18

1; " The States Parties to the prcuent Convention undertake to protect the
child against all forms of discrimination, social exploitation or degradation of
his dignity. The child shall not be subject of traffic in any form,

2. The States Parties to the present Convention shall ensure that the chila

be not employed in any form at work harmful to his health or development nor
dangerous to his life, and they undertake to sue persons acting to the contrary.
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: hild shall not be 1lab1e te capi*al punishment. Any other
‘ »adequate to the subaequent phase of his development.

, 3; Thc penitentiary system shall be aimgd at te-aducation and -
're—socialization of the sentenced child. It shall enable the child to serve the
" sentence of deprivation or limitation of freedom under special citcumstances and,
in particula:, in separation from adult oftendets.
| Article 20
The States Parties to the present Coﬁvention every three years shall submit
periodical reports on the implementation of the present Convention to the Economic
and Social Council through the Secretary-General of the United Nati ns. .
Atticlezzl
The reports submitted by the States Partie# to the present Conyention under
article 20 shall be considered by the Economic and Social Council, which may bring
its observations and suggestions to the attention of the General As embly of the
United Nations,
Art‘cle 22
The present Convention is open for signature by all States.
Article 23

The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of
‘ratification shal) be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 24
The present Convention shall remain open for accession by any State.
Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nati@ns.

Article 25

1. The present Convention shall enter into force six months after the date
of deposit of the fifteenth instrument of ratification or accession.
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a:ticle 26

e M depositaty ot the present C’onventien. the Secretaty-seneral or the United
: Rations shan infom all states of-

, ,{.i)" signatures, ratiﬂcations and accessicms undet Attlcles 22, 23 and 24.

, (b) the date of the entty into force of the present COnventicm undet
Article 25. :

: .m_i.sle_zl

- The o:iginal of the present convcntlon, of which the Chimso, ungl:lsh, rtench,
: Russiau and Spanish texts are equally zmthentic. shall be deposited with the

Secretary-General of the United uations, who ‘shall send certified coph: thereof to
all States.




