United Nations

_ Y THIRD COMMITTEE
GENERAL 67tk meeting
ASSEMBLY N held on

Tuesday, 25 FNovember 1980
THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION AN at 10.30 a.m.
Official Records® s NS New York

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE €T7th MEETING
Chairman: Mr. GARVALOV (Bulgaria)

CONTENTS
EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE IN CONNEXION WITH THE RECENT EARTHQUAKE IN ITALY

AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT OF TYE ECOROMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (continued)

_ *This gecord is subject %o correction. Cor rections should be sent under the Distr. GENERAL
signature of a3 member of the delegation concusned within one month of the dete
of publication 1o the Chief of the Official Records Editing Section, room A-3550, A/C.3/35/sR.67
866 Uwited Nations Maza (Alcoa suilding), and incorporated in a copy of the 8 Decemder 1980
record. o ENGLISH
Corrections will be issued after the end of the session, in a separate fascicle for ORIGINAL: SPANISH

each Committee.

&.sms I...



A/C.3/75/SR. 63
¥nalish
Fage 2

The meeting was called to order at 10.50 a.r
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FYPRFSSIONS OF COYDOLETICR 1" COMNEYIOT TITH THFY RECENT FARTHOUAKF IF ITALY

1. The CHAIRI’AN, speaking on behalf of the rembers of the Cormittee. expressed
condolences to the Governrea* and pecnle of Itely in connexion vith the tragic
loss of human lives =s & result of the recent eerthqua'e.

AGENDA ITIZ1 12: REPORT OF THFE ECOMO™'IC AMD SGCIAL COMMCIL (continuved)
(A/35/3/n44.2, 18, 22, 23 and Corr.1, 27, ?6 33. 3h, 37 ené Corr.1l: A/35/120,
13, 109, 231. 259, 265, 265, 2FF, 267. 21N, ?7 2, 273, 336, 3k0. 348, 363, koS,
h19, u2€. %31, 450, 522, 5k3 and Corr.l, 61h, §22- A/C.3/35/1 10, 11 12-
£/19€0/14- E/crl L /1355, E/cr' L/135K, Alt' 3/35/:..59/Rev 1, L.Sh, L. 60 1.61. L.6h,
L. gg) L.66 L.€9, L.70, L.7T1. L.7h, L.76 L.77. L.78, L.79, %..54 L.85, L.86.
L.68

2. Hr. ACUINRE (Chile) said that his country hed elaborated en economic and
social strategy in vhich man was the prime mover and his spiritual and material
tell-being was the principel otjective. "ithin that context. the fundamertal aims
of Chilean social development policies were to provide equality of onncrturity for
all Thileans and to eliminate extreme poverty: to promote employment: and¢ to
achieve full orrticipation and integrstion of the rorulation in the benefity of
develonment.

3. An effort wes being made to redistribute income by establishin~ a propressive
taxaticr srstem end reorienting fiscal resources so that the entire population
could have access to education public health an® housing services® 53 per cent

o1 the 1979 fiscal budret hd been allocated to programmes for immrovins comnonents
of the quality of life. Folicies for eliminsti=g extreme poverty were beins
imnlemcnted bv the nrovision c¢i” subsidies throuzh nutritional, social housin~.
social welfare 2ud other nrograrmes.

L. With rerzrd to education an atte~pt vas bheins made to establish eenuine
eauality of opportunity for the entire nopulation. and the fiscal contribution to
+he sector had been substantially increased. In 1978 school attendence had heen
06.3 per cent. '!ith rerard to health_  the princinal causes of diserse and infant
mortality had diminished, and infant mortality had declined from %3.5 mer 1 00O
live births in 1268 to 3.7 in 175. Poliomyelitis had heen eradicated and there
hed Leen a considerahle decline in feneral mortelity and maternal mortality.

5. Cerpaigns were being undertaken to elirminate child malnutrition. and
extensive research on the subject was being curried ovt. The most obvious result
had been the shzrp drov in nmalnutrition in general: and in morticular there were
far fewer children in en advanced state of undernourishment. In the context of the
activities of the United Nations Universitv Chile was mnarticipating in three
subprogrecmes of the lorld Propgramme to Eradicate lluneer and Malnutrition and had
invited 18 fellows from other develoning countries to undertake studies on the
questlon. In the fi~ld of housirg, a social housin~ vrogzramme had been wder way
since 1975 to meet the needs of the least advantaged sections of the population.
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In 1979 10 000 honsing subsidies had bcen granted, without prejadice to the
country's housin~ plans.

6. Promotion of emplovment was to be achieved by implementing policies to improve
social security and also the labour mer¥et. The high rate of unemployment of
recent yeers was declining: in the neriod August.October 1670 it hed fallen to
10.C ner cent the lowest figure in the past four Years. One of the principal
ceuses of the high rate of unemployment was the abnormallv rarid growth in the work
force. resulting from massive emnloyment of women. part-time vorkinc by students and
the phenomenon of Gual erployment. Those phenowena in turn vere cdue to the fact
that. in a lively economy broad sectors of the vopula*ion could now obtain the
nurchasin® oower to acquire consumer goods vwhich were formerly available only to a
minority. "“orkers' reel inco'e had improved. as vas recornized in the ¥orld Bank
studr on Chile. Real income hod risen by 12.5 per cent as compared with 1270.
Inflation had also fropred. Annual price increases, vhich had fluctuated between
700 an@ 2.00C per cent in 1973, were novw anvroximately 35 per cent.

7. To allow every Chilean to achizve full personal development, his Government ‘as
implementing nolicies to enatle workers to particinate in the management of
enternrises, policiec for the develonrent of commnity and trade union associations
sports and recreation policies, cte.. All that ha® been accompanied by &
substeatial growth in the fross national prcduet which had risen by an averare of
some 8 per cent over the last three years, anc was nos equivalent to an annual

per capita income or $1,920.

3. Fis delegation attached particular importance to questions of social
developrent . and thought that those questions vere not receiving cue priority in
the vork of the Third Committee. It was true of course that those questions
vertained mainly to the national sovereignty of States: but the internationsal
commmity also had sn important part to play, esnecially if the ouestions were
approached in the lirht of the indivisible nature of the develorment. nrocess.

Q. The revwort of the Ad lfoc Vorking Group on the Social Aspccts of the Development
Activities of the United llations (¥/19€1/2) was the product of excellent work., His
delegation had studied the report and agreed with the viev that the development
process should be oricnted towards the different rrouns of society, since they were
to be both its beneficiaries and its agents, and since in social matters the
approach could not be reduced to the so-called *basic needs criterion”. VYhat was
lacking was a scheme which reflected the priorities of social objectives. since the
effectiveness of the vhole system could be impaired by allocating the sare arownt

of resources to different objectives.

10. The Chilean deleratior had taken note of the renorts submitted Ly Mr. Dhar,
Assistant Secretary-General for Development Research and Policy Analvsis, on
izprovements in the methodology for observing social trends and on incone
distribution in rural and urban areas. It also agreed with the final comments of
the report contained in document A/35/231, because the Government of Chile vas
itself promoting an agrarian policy aimed at achieving a considerably higher level
of production which would help the most baclkward and least favoured sectors.
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11. kMr. YALTAXT (letherlands), referrins~ to questions of sozial develonment in the
context of arenda item 12. said that his delerrjon had ta“er note with rreat
interest of the report of the Ad 'oc Yorkine Grour on the Social Asmects of the
Develorment Activities of the United MHations (T/1001/3). In ius viewr the nrobler
of mizrant wosker: “ras in princinle a rerioral —atter: and, fcecrdinels. the most
effoctive means of providinz adeqrate protection Jor wisrant workers and their
faailies was %o conclude regionral or bilaterz) tresties. ‘Tere were inceed
uiversal norms to be anvlied 211 over the world, but there would see™ to he rore
appronriate fora to derl with thc protecticn of risrsnt Jabour thar the linited
Jations Ceneral Assemdbly. Ilis deleration wondered vhether it was “ruitful to
continuve the work of the Yorking Group in view of the poor resvits it had vielce®.
If it was decided 2o continue the "orkine Group, tne latter should try to cdraft &
univercally acceptable text which contained sore meneral and not tco detailed
orovisions and would rot contredict existing intemmational instruments uxisting
fundsrental rigts snd saferuards for mirrant vorkers and their fomilies shou'?d be
rearfirmed, and s=ccin) attention niven to the question of the extent to whizh
econonic and social rifits shoul® he accorded to those vorkers ard their families.

12. As rerards the other Vorking Group. whic* dealt inter 2lia with the draft
decloration on the rights of non-citizens. '.i3 Celersstion corsidered that the work
accomplished so far had failed to do full justice to the irportarce of the subject.
He hoped that the work would continue in 1231. and that the General Asserblv would
he adble to adort the text of & declaraticn. Such a text rust incinde an erticle
vhich would fully ruarantee the existing fundarentsl rirhts and freedoms to which
aliens were alrerdy entitlcd wnder national ond international law. His delep~tion
had submitted a dreft article to thct effect in cdocument A/C.3/35/G.2/CT>. T vhich
it stronsly recomiended for adoption.

13. As a consequence of resolution 3L/44, the Secretery- General hsd orranized in
June 1980 a s~minar on the effect of the precent unjust internaticnal ecororic
order on the econornies of developins countries £nd the obs<acle twaich thst
constituter for the ippleuentatior of human righ's. anC 2n indenendient exveit
nomninated by the Yetherlands Government had particinaties in the meminar.
Unforturately the semirar hed not contridbuted to = further clarification of the
many intricate problens concerning the question. especially those relating to the
richt to develomment. [iis Government would cortinve to co-operate in the efforts
to circumscribe the scooe ané simificance of the rirht to dsvelomment.

1b. Mr. XAVIFAT™A (Sri Lanka), referring to the subitem on the right to education,
said that in 177D Sri Lonka hod co-spoasored resolution 23M/170- and his deleration
now rladly supported the efforts of the deleration of Rowania to c¢raw attention to
tke paramount irportance of education for the full development of the human
personality, as well as the major contritution it made to social orogress and
rational develorment. The educational process droadened man's understanding »f
other cultures and social and political systens and thus became an essential piller
of international) co-operation and an instrum~nt for the strenrthening of peace and
international securily. The importance of the achievenent of wniversal and
compulsory basic schooling one¢ the eliminaticn of illiteracy had bdeen recornized.
The right to educaticn as a basic human right vas currently so widely accepted that
it vas difficult to remember how, less than SC years aso, education had in many
parts of the world been a privileve enjored orly by a limited stratum of society.
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15. Sri laniz recormized the importance of the richt to crducation and enjoves

A comnrehensive svstem of frec educetion, ircludin” ecducation at the wuniversity
le-ral, vhich ves aveilable to all citizeps vwithovt aiscrimination. In the previous
ycar the Covernrent hnd decidel to provide school text--bcoks te students completely
fres of cherge s a rosvlt of such neasures. the level of literacy in Sri Lenka
vas (0 per cert for mer snd women alike: and there was nov thereforc an extremely
vell Geveloned sense of molitical consciousness or the oart of the nopulation and a
desire to particivate activelr in the politisal process. It i1»d thus been mossible
to maintain the steady commitrent to the system of parliamentary derocracv vhich
had nrevniled in Sri Lanke since the achieverent of independence in 10k8.

1. llis delemtion vclcomrad the efforis made in the field of education by WNFTCO
vhich hzd heen able to adapt to changinr flobal trends and new emerzing needs.
MTSCO ad mode its most significant cortribution in the arcs of the vhilosophy
of education. The relevance of the worl: pursued by UNESCO towards the realizstion
of the goals of the internctionzl ecoromic order was illustrrted in the note on
endorenous dGevelo ment culture and society vhich had heen vrcpared for the
Freparatory Comittec for the ile'r International DNeveloprent StraterY.

17. 'r ZAIWAL ABIDIi! (':alaysia), referring to the ousstion of narcotic drugs.

said that the seriousness of the problem of drug abuse in “‘elaysiz. vhere the number
of »ddicts ac well as illicit trafficking had escalated since 1975. had led his
Government o cormit appro:irately £10 million to national proerarecs to combat

that menace. i'i3 deler~tion wes 2lso concerned that the efforts of the
i+ternational corramitv - and in particular, those of the United fations - to
a”’ress the pirobler: had nct chovm sims of success in containing, much less
eliiirnting. a pioblea' thich in sore cases had reached a critical stage.

1%, Drus abuse arg illicit trafficking in @rugs had hitherto been regarded as a
social mroblen anc “ec been iven inadequate zttention. It vwas only row taat abuse
of an”® illicit trafficking in Grugs had heen recosnized as evils which could be
elimin=ted onlr hy concorted intcrnational action. MNis delegeticn was convinced
that. 2 social or roral apprcach alorne was not adequate to confront a nrodblem vaose
cor-osive effects vere extremely grave and threa*-~ ( the national security,
stability, and resilience of l'emter States.

19. The international corzmmity shoul! clearly reccgnize that nev dimens’on of
arur ahuse and illicit traffickinzg in dérugs. vhich called for more deteriined
collective nctior urser the auspices of the United lNations to combat th: danger.
In the ares of sourcc of supnly or procuction of drugs or psychotropic sudbstances,
consideration should Le giver to the vwossiblity of vlacin~ every asvect of tae
rroGuction of such substances under effective international supervirion while. in
the field of education and research. any long-term plan must inclure prosframmes
which-voulé warn people of the destrvctive effects of drurs and induce thea to
reroumnce their use.

0. Togethar with octher countries. "alaysia considered that tn~ most successful
efforts so fer had been thos> Gesisned to curd illicit trafficking and to
rehabilitete ond treet drug users. At best. horvever, those represented only
partial recsures: the willineness to consider common and effective stratecies
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depended to a large extent on a global change in ettitude towards viewing drug
ahuse as a vroblem effectinr naticral security and stability. Th~t head already
been recornized »r the Commonvealth lHeads of Government of the Asian Pacific
rerion vhen. in Sentermber 1980, they had met in liew Delhi and issued o comnuniqué
security. stability anrd resilicnce of a nation. They had noted also that drusg
abuse was not rerely a socigl nroblem, but that thore was a cleer link: betveen
drur; trafficking and other types of organized crime., including illegal
trafficking in arms, vhich would pose a serious security problen in some
cowntries.

21. It was therefore time for the Unite< [lations to viev drurs as harmful by
definition and similer to the danrers presented by nuclear weapons sand chenical.
snQ bacteriolorical varfare. There vwas a need for the United Mations te
re-exanine the marnitude of the problem. vwhose rea) impact on llerber States called
fcr an effective franevork: of action under !nited "2tions auspices.

22. Hr. MATFLJAK (Yugoslavie). referrine to the efforts beins made by a numher of
organs and agencies of the United llestions svstem to promote the further development
and more consistent anmmlication of existinys international instruments in the field
c¢f hunan rights, said that his delegation attached particular irportence to the
seminar on the affect of the nresent unjust internaticnal econoric order on the
economies of develoning cowuntrics and the obstacle vhich that constituted for the
implementation of human rights and funcamental freedoms. That scminar. which had
heen held nt Geneva in July 1980, had further ciaborated the concent of the right
ts development e&s a human right =2n had stressed the importance of crcating the
necessary conaitiona. at the national and interneticnal levels, for achieving a
more complete realization of huran rifhts and fundamental freedoms throuch the
establishment of the new international economic order and other necessary measures.

23. liowever the achievement of those objectives should not entail the
estatlishment of nev bodies or the strengthenins of the internetional human
rights supervisory mnchinerv. for two reasons: reygardless of its strenrth, such
machinery could not be effective in the absence of adequate conditions* and
excessive develonment in that direction wouid definitely encourage tendencies
tovards interference in the internel affairs of indivicdual covntries. Past
experience had shown that the activities of United Mations bocies in that field
requirsd maximun flexibility ané goodwill on the part of all concerned. For that
very reason he commended the excellent vwork performed by the VWorling Group on
"issinr, Persons. establiched at the thirty-sixth session of the Commission cn

Human Rights.

24, Turning to the question of the protection of the rights of misrant workers

znd their families, his delegation believed that, despite the intensive activity of
the Intcrnational Labhour Organisation in that field, discussions in the Third
Comnittee and other United i'ations bodies ha® confirme’ the need to elahorate and
adont a convention on the orotection of the rights of mirrant workers and their
families. In order for a Araft resolution relatinz to such a convention to
succeed, it would be necessary for both the host countries end the countries of
oririn to shovw flexibilitv and roodwill.
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25. 'ith re~ard to another aspeci of humen rizhts. his deciegation had always
believed that social and economic development represcnted tvo sides of the same
coin and thet social rights vere an insenarable port of the totality of human
rights. 'is delecation therefore attached great impertance to the work of the

A lloc Yorkirs Group of experts, established by Economic and Social Council
resolution 1079/k5. whose activities were described in the Groun's report
(E/1901/3). The renort 1=id emphasis on popular pairticipation and the fact that
social espects should be trected in the context of development and, consequently,
in the context of the establishmen: of the newv internationel economic order. His
delecatioa sunvorted the view exnressed in the report concerning the necescity for
better co-ordination of the activities of various United Metions bodies and
snecinlized arencies as well as co-crdinetion betweer thoce bodies ond the
recional cormissions. An expansion of the Icono.iic end Social Council's menbership
to include 211 ilerber Stetes would streonrthen tihe role of that organ and Lelp to
vromote the consideration of soci=l cunestions vwithin the fru~evor®: of the Unitad
Kations systen.

2G. Defore turming to other matters rel:sted to human rights, his delecation wished
to pay tribute to ‘frs. lelvi Sinild, Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitariap Affairs. who would soon be leaving her post as head
of the Centre for Socieal Development and Fumanitarian Affairs, for all she had done
for the nrorotion of the social aspects of development vwithin the United Hations
and for the zeal with vhi~h she had cerried out her responsibilities. At the

sarie time his delegation velcomed the appointrment of ! rs. Letitia Shahani,
Ambassador of the Philinpines =n@ well-known in United ilations circles, as the
successor to lirs. Sipila

27. “ith reference ic the situation of human rights in Chile, his delegation felt
it necessary to point out thut, in the seven years since the military coum in
Chile had overthrown the democraticaily elected socialist Government of

President Salvador Alleude, the Chilean peoplc had been condemned to e life
deprived of human rights and funcdamerntal freedo:s. ™:e latest report on the
situation in Chile subiitted by thc Special Rapporteur in dociment A/35/522 showed
that there had not only been no improvement in the field of human rights in Chile
in the past year but that there haé even been an aggravation of the situatios in
certain areas. The nilitary junta had intensified its repressive meesures, in
particular by the enactment of nev decrees, including Decree-laws Hos. 3,166 ana
3 451, of January and July 1900 respectively. According to the report. in recent
months there had been an increese in arrests, torture, including the torture of
foreign citizens, intimidatiop and threats. Academic and trade union freedoms
continued to be repressed, trade unions were being dissolved and trade wmion
leaders arrested. The poorest strata of Chileen society vere esvecially affected
by poverty, illness, high mortelity and unenvloyment.

28. In his view the elaboration and contents of the new Constitution. as well as
of the plebiscite, constituted a flagrant violation of the fundorental hunan rights
of the Chilean people. The results of the plebiscite sugrested a defeat for the
military junta, given the fact that those who had failed to participote in the
plebiscite or had voted against the Constitution had exposed themselves to
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consi-izrable Janser. ‘The ‘muited '={iors shoul. continue to hrins pressure to ven
v the Juanta vith = v.evw to cowpelling it to restore humen richts and fundamental
rreeoms in (ile. As A minimm the “hird Coumittee should edont dreft resolution
A/C.3/35/T.C2, in vhich the Cormissio~ on Kuren Pirhts was invited to extend the
wsnuate of Lhe Special Hopporteuvr and should approve the Special Rauvortenr's
recarriencetions contained in his revort (A/35/522). sthing short of that woule

only eacourare the Junta to continue and even :.ntensxt‘,f its volicy of repression
arainst the Chilean veople. Tor that re~son his celegation could not a23ree to the
ororcsal couteined in draft resclutior A/C 3/35/L.55. whica sourht to extend the
iaancate of the United Tations Trust Fund for Chile and convert it irto a Yoluntary
Fund of the United Jctiors for Victius of Cross and Flazrant Violations of Human
Nizhts. His celegation believed thet the Third Committee should continue
intensifyin~ its effortc to prolor.c the life of the Fund and make it successful.
Althouth his countrvy fac2a serious econonmic prodlems, it had contributed to the
fund vithin the limits of its capabilities, vhereas other countrics had not done
so. In that connexion he nointe2 ,ut that sone Jdelepations tended to overlook
ti> frct that Liwwen rights although vniversal in character, were irplemented in
different sccial, ecorowic, historical and cultursl ervironments rnd that, 2« 3
conseavence, verinus csnects af those rirstts did not have the same value or
priorities in dilfercnt socio economic svstems. To irmorc that fect could only
le=d to ideolesical confrontziion, which vould be very hsrmful to the ceuse of
huran richts ané the vork of the Cormittee.

e

/130, '\aragra"»h 1 (e). that Soviet and Vietnsmese a grressinn areinst Afrhenistan
and “eroecratic Narmuchea. thie illepsl occupation of Arab territories by Israel and
of Ffaydbia Ly South A"nca the rivalrv of the supet--Powers for ~lobal hegemony
end ther interference in t‘xe interrel affairs of other cowntries, vhich undermined
the indepencence,. sovereigntv snd rirjit to natioral selt-—detem*natmn of those
contrics, constituted wss end flacrant violations of hunen rights that had led
to = messive exodus of refugees in South-East Asia, Souti: Asia. the Hiddle East end
Mfricz, and seriously tireatened world perce.

29. irs _SU Yiji (China) s2id thot it folloveé from General Assembly resolution

0. 7o of the sravest instances in waich world neace and security had been
underuired aad ‘uncainentsl huwen rirhts hadé been rrossly violated in the nest tuwo
vears had taken nlac: ir jemocratic Xamouchz2a snc Afrhanistan. Hovwever, cespite
the repeated appials to the Soviet linion and Viet Ea» in the CGeneral Assembly and
other iaternationil forums to withdrav their troors firom Af{rhenistan and Democratic
Zampuckea. the Soviet anC Vietnanese hegemonists continued to refuse to comply.
er delezation firily supnc:-ted :11 resolutions and proposels that conderned
._L"%s’xon, called for troor with¥raval and unheld the funda-ental rights of the
neoples o. Afchanistan and Lormocreiic rampuchea. Her delegation elso hoped that the
um. ed Jctious wculd adopt etffectisec pmeasures to ensure the inplementation of the
relovent rosoluticas.

T1. Erother ur~eal human rights ia.ue concerned the death sentence imnosed in
Captember 1770 on the Scuth Korean ratriot Fim Dae Jung by the Chun Poo Hwan

rilitary ricime, which had also sentoncod 23 other patricts to 2 to 20 years of
irmrisonient. ller celz2zation believed that the illegal trials and consequent

/oo,
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convictions represented a political witch huwnt and a chellenge to basic human
rieits., Fin Dae Jung had elweys fousht heroicellyr for the cause of freedom and
Cemocracy ané for the pesceful wification of the mation in the face of ruthless
resrennion by the foscist dictators. Vhen his sentence hz2d been annownced. there
hed heen strone reactions. not oaly in Yorth and South lorea but also in meny
otl.er comntries of the world. Jurthermore, at the session of the Sub-Commission
on Preveation of Discrimination =n¢ Protection of !Yinorities held in Ceneve in
Septerber 1080, wany delesations had expressed their grave concern over the
sentence end had Genounced the atrocious actions of the South orean authorities.
lier delegation urged the internaticaal community to acpeal to the South lorean
authorities to desist from their vlanned execution of Kim Nae Junf and to restore
frcedon immediately to him and all other detained netriots.

32. lis. WELLS (Australia) saic¢ thot her country had consistently demonstrated its
strong, conviction that internationn) co-operation wes.the most effective means

of combating cdrur sduse and illicit drug trafficking. In edéition to contridbuting
$0 the rerular budget of the United Wations Fund for Drug Abuse Control sinze 1273,
her Government had recently race available the suvn of $A 700,000 for speciel
projects sponsorcd by the Fund. It therefore considered that the problem of
maintaininc a world-vide balance betveen the supnly of narcotic drugs and the
leritincte demand for thosc drugs for xedical and scientific purposes should be
solved by means of interrctional coasultetion and co--omeration. JIn its viewv,

the Sinzle Convention on Harcotic Druss, 1961, and the 1972 Protocol Arending

the Sinrle Convention rust be the corner-stone for curreat efforts to ettain 2
wnified approach to the question of nercotic drig control at the international
level. Her deleration avaited vith interest the outcoue of the study that the
International ilarcotics Control Boarc waes to undertake, and, for the reasons Just
mentioned, it was nleaced to co-spoasor draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.77.

33. "ith regar? to the guestion of veys of improving at a practical level the
orotection of the rishts of individuals, the debates on human rights that had
takcn place during the current year in the Cormission on Human Rights ané the
Feononic and Social Cowmcil had been focused on systemotic and flagrant violations
of jwman rights and. in particuvlar, on particular symptoms that tenced to be
prevalent in certain situations. In order tc focus the debate on those syuptoms.
it was essential to have reliable snd well--docurented information available, a&nd.
in that connexion, the remort of the Smecial Rapporteur had been invaluetle for
assessment of the human rights situation ir Chile.

34. Despite the difficulties caused by the lack of ra2lieble information on many
issues, in the case of the sra2cific question of missing and disappeared nersons a
large amount of information had been received, thus ma*-ing it possible to tske
action in thst regard. She avaited with keen interest the rerort or that question
vhich the Working Group established by the Commission on Human Rights vas to submit
to the Commissicn st its thirtv-seventh cession.

35. Rer Government had noted with narticular concern the groving volitical

violence afflicting countries such as Molivia, Guaterzla and Tl Salvacdor, as well
as the continuiny repression of the people of Afrhanisten, a situation that bor
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witness to the extent to which certain States were prepared to violzte humen
rights for political and ideological purnmoses. It believed, however, that it was
not sufficient to study tre sycptoms of situations of gross violations of human
Tishts: the causal factors must also be considered. It was evident that the locel
factors that gave rise to human richts violstions vere almost as diverse as the
situations theaselves. It served no nurpose to make generalizations and to
ide..*ify as the causes such factors as the capitalist system of the international
economic crisis; it “sas necesscry to analyse, assess and understand the true
causes of human rights viclations. lloreover. it must above all be recognized
that the funcamental inpulse and vrotection must inevitably core from the moral
Judgerrent and commitnent of individusls, especially those in positions of pover.

36. lier delecation recornized the validity of various philosophical approaches
to tha auestiorn of human richts. It was particularly concerned that a consensus
should be maintained on such questions vherever possible. The breaking of that
basic conSensus was usually an indication of the introduction of extraneous
issues serving a political purpose. almost invariasbly of a short-term nature.
Hovever. it vas in the international community's long-term interest that States
should@ co-operate in the promotion of respect for human rights. That truth was
dermonstrated by the trend towards the establishment of rzgional arrangements for
the promotion and protection of huzsn rights. The Curopean Commission of Human
Tights =nd the Inter-Awerican Conmissionn on Humen Rights were extremely active
in thet connexion. Furthermore. the Organization of the Islamic Conference had
established a cormmittee of experts to consider a draft Islamic Charter on Human
Rights, which wouwld finally be considered by the Islamic summit conference.
Progress hed 21so been mede in Africa. under the auspices of the Organization of
Africen Unity, tovards the establishment of an African commiszion on human rights.
Her delegation had noted with interest from th: introductory statcment made by
the Director of the Division of Human Dights chat a MHember State in the Asian
rerioca had offered to host a seminar that vwss likely to be held in 1981. Her
country wvould gladly participate in such a :eminar and awaited with interest
further iaformetion concerning preparatory arrangerents.

37. ir. DUT (iiorwvay) said thst there was currently general agreeument that the
concept of development musy include economic and social components and that the
proonotion of distribuvtional equity was of particular importance in the
improvement of living cocditions for all vopulation groups. The United Nations
had an irportant role to play in that kind of work and in the promotion of
co-operation between countries in that field. lionitoring of social trends was
of the utmost irrortance to the international community's ability to evaluete
the direction and quality of social development. Considerable prorress had been
made in the techniques for monitoring those trends since the United iations had
started publishing its reports on the world social situation in 1952. Document
A/35/340 considered in a realistic manner the msny methodological problems still
to bo solved. For cxamnle the extensive use of gross national product per cavita
as a proxy indicator for socio-economic progress could de considered es a result
of tine lack of more exact social data and must therefore be complenented by data
expressing the distribution of benefits and opportunities and data reflecting
najor aspects of social change.
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38. Like the corresponding report for 197k, the 1978 Report cn the Vorld Social
Situation included an assesszment of distribution of income among and within
nations and a presentation of trends in patterns of official expenditure on
social services. His delegation assured thet the Secretariat would pursue its
vwork on questions of income distribution, particularly with regard to the effect
of public policies. Over the past 190 to 15 yvears sut *antial resources had been
devoted in a great number of cowntries to studies rel) .ting to income distribution,
and the United Nations should take full advantage of those studies in its work

on social development.

39. WHith regard to the report on the distribution of income between rural and
urban areas (A/35/231), his delegation hoped that the Economic and Social Council
would continue to devote attention to the pioblems dealt with in that document,
since the report clearly indicated the need for further studies in that field.

40. His Government believed that, in order to achieve well-balanced regional
development within a comtry. it was of the greatest importance to ensure
equitable income distridution between urban and rural areas. Of course, the
policies to be sdopted would very considerably fron country to country. but it
was useful to exchange experiences and views at the international level on the
kind of mechanisms that could contribute to rural-urban economic imbalances and
on the different options there vere for rectifying such imbalances.

41. Mr. SPINELLI (Italy) thanked membe:'s of the Committee for their expressions
of sympathy in connexion with the disaster that had struck his country and
assured the Cormittee that they would be transmitted to the Covernmuient and
‘people of Italy.

The meeting rose at 12.35 p.m.




