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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.
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AGENDA ITEM 83: STATUS OF THE CONVENTIOM ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEM: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued)

(a/C.3/35/L.16)

1. Mr. KBATER (Tunisia) said that his delegation had studied with keen interest
the reports submitted by the Secretery-General pursuant to resolution 34/15L4 on the
International Year of Disabled Persons. Ever since independence, his country had
endeavoured to promote the welfare of the human person, which it considered to bte
both the means and the end of any effort to promote development. His Government
had taken measures “o ensure that the disabled had the same rights and obligations
as all other citizens. Twventy~five years previously the Tunisian National Union
for the Dlind had been set up. Subsequently, an advisory committee to assist the
visually impaired had been established to complement that organization, and
legislative action had been taken to ensure that such peovle had access to
education, vocational training end employment. The Government had recently
introduced a bill to give the visually impaired priority in obtaining Jobs as
telephone operators. Likewise, in line with its concern for the disabled, a
national festival had recently been held in which hundreds of peoprle with all kinds
of disabilities had participated.

2.  Special attention should be paid to the disabled in the developing countries,
who formed approximately 75 per cent of the werld's toial disabled. His delegation
was pleased to note that the International Conference of the Visually Impaired held
in Tunisia in September had adopted reccmmendations requasting States Members of
the United Nations to teke legislative measures for the rehabtilitation and
integration of the disabled in the economic, social and professional spheres. It
likewise welcomed the adoption of similar recr mmendations by the League of Aradb
Stotes.

3. His deleration was grateful for the offer made by the Covernment of Argentina
to hust the international symwposium of experts recommended by the Advisory
Committee. Everyone should help to ensure that the International Year Fave a newv
impetus to the common struggle that all were bound to wage to prevent disability
and to rehabilitate the disabled,

‘+  Mrs. SUTHERLAND (Canada) said that the Canadian parliament had established &
Special Ccmmittec on the Disabled and the Handicapped to evaluate the scope and
effectiveness of existing Government programmes for such peonle, the report of
which would be completed before the end of the year. In addition, an Organizing
Committee for the International Year of Disabled Persons had been formed, to which
the Government had made an operational grant of $600,000 and a further grant of

%1 million for specific projects. In the project field, a number of rehabilitation
methods pioneered in her country were in use by the disabled world wide, and her
Government was continuing to concentrate efforts for the development of technology
to assist the disabled. As part of the preparations of non-governmental
organizations in her country, the XIVth Congress of Rehabilitation International
had been held in Winnipeg, Menitoba, in June 1980. Representatives from some 92
countries had attended, as well as disabled people, who had taken the iritial
steps tc form a Vorld Coalition of People with Disabilities in order to enhance
co-operation among them.

N
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5. Her country was a member of the Advisory Committee for the International Year
and had participated in its second meeting held at Vienna in August. With respect
to recommendation 1 (II) contained in the Committee's report (A/35/LLL) on
participation of disabled persons, her delegation believed it was essential to
bear in mind that the General Assembly wished to hold a year "of" disabled persons
rather than & year "for" disabled persons, in order not to perpetuate outmoded
paternalistic concepts. Her Covernment supported the proposal in

recommendation 1 (II) that disabled people should be recruited as stafl members
of the secretariat of the International Year, but stressed that once the
International Year was over, the recruitment of the disabled should be incorporated
into United Nations policy. In the context cf the theme of the Year (full
participation and equality), her Covernment supported resolution 2 (II) in the
belief that it was essentiel that any long-term guideline should take as its
premise the full participation of the disabled. .

6. In the view cof her delegation there had been some confusion in respect of
resolution 2 (II). It should be made clear that a major international conference
vas not under consideration. Her Covernment had made known its views on the
effective use of international conferences in the course of discussions in the
Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. The funds involved might be
better spent on projects for specific activities at the regional or subregional
level. Resolution 2 (II) had been conceived as a means of involving disabled
people themselves in & small-scale meeting during the course of the Internationsl
Year. Her Government believed that it would be more effective to convene a number
of small meetings or seminars at the regional level which would facilitate the
preparation of an etfective long-term plan of action. Lastly, with reference to
resolution 10 (II), her delegation had already exprecssed its reservations about
the appointment of special representatives of the Secretary-General for
irterndtional years. However, should a special representative be appointed, her
delegation would advocate the choice of a disabled candidate or someone whose
personal interest and experience were very closely identified with the disabled.

T. Her delegation was concerned that insufficient funds were available for

the International Year. Her Government was contributing £100,000 for the purpose,
and urged both the secretariat and Governments to ensure that adequate resources
were provided.

8. Mr., HLONGWANE (Pan Africanist Congress of Azania) said that the situation of
youth in Azenie had to be viewed within the context of the aparthe.d system. As
long as black youth in Azania were subjected to humiliaticne in *-e political,
economic and sociel fields, the freedom of young people everywhere was diminished.

9. The youth of Azania had struggled for national liberation since the early
days of foreign invasion. The formation of the Congress Youth League in 1943 had
marked the beginning of the contemporary liberation struggle in Azania. The
League had advocated the formulation of a programme oi action by the national
liberation movement whose obJective would be the atteinment of raticnal freedom
and the establishment of socialism in Azania. The programme had been accepted in
1949 at the annual conference of the African National Congress and its success

leos



A/C.3/35/5R.L6
English
Pape 6

(Mr. Hlonpgwane, 1, C)

could be seen in 1952 when thousands of people had run th2 risk of arrest by
their defiance of six specifie laws. The Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), formed

in April 1959, had adopted the programme of action. The Sharpeville massacre

of 1960 had marked the end of ncn-violent passive resistance and ushered in the
cra of armed struggle: it had also ushered in a period of intense repression. The
first people to be sentencad to life imprisonment had teen young men, most of them
teenapers, members of PAC. Between 1963 and 19680 the régime had continued its
policy of fragmentation through the establishment of bantustans, with a view to
dividing blacks into ethnic units, thus misleading world opinion into believing
that blacks in Azania had political representation and misleading the blacks
themselves. By means of arbitrary laws, the régime had created a climate of fear
within the black community, which had begun to believe that the only lepal
political activity was collaboration. Black ycuth had been instrumental in
reviving black political organizations and opposition in the late 1960s and the
early 197Cs. Many of the leaders who had emerged during that period in the

black consciousness movement had been killed, others had been forced to flee the
country and others remained in detention. However, they had succeeded in reviving
black resistance and in creating a sense of solidarity through various social
prograrmes. The repression that had been intensified by the régime in the early
i970s had not only failed to intimidate the black population but had strengthened
its unity. At Soweto young people had again played an important role, e&s they
were to do during subsequent waves of repression.

10. Black youth were currently struggling against the Bantu education systenm

in Azania. There were more pupils per class in the classes for blacks than in
those for whites and the buildings and equipment for blacks were cheaper- the
teachers were less qualified and received less pay, even if their qualifications
vere the same. FEducation was free and compulscry for whites but blacks had to

pay. As a result of the boycott of the black schools, the régime had closed almost
80 schools in various paris of the country, affecting some 60,000 black students.

11. The Pan Africanist Congress of Azania hoped that the International Youth Year
would highlight the role of youth in the Azanian struggle for national liberation,
mobilize the youth of the world in support of the just struggle of the Azanian
people and raise moral support for the national liberation movement, particularly
for youth projects.

i2. The primary otjective of the liberation struggle waged by PAC was the
liberation of the fatherland, which necessitated the overthrow of the system of
apertheid. The training of youth and the development of appropriate institutions
was imperative. PAC had a Department of Education and Manpower Development that
had been co-operating closely with United Nations agencies in manpower training.
UNESCO had provided scholarships for the education of Azanian students at all
levels, from primary school to university, and ILO had a vocational training
programme for Azenian students who had joined the liberation movement, under which
it was envisaped that some of the students currently receiving vocational training
would bLe sent abroad for further Lraining, so that they could return as instructors
to serve the elucational institutions being developed by the liberation movement.

/...
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13. With the supnort of the Covernment and people of the United Republic cf
Tanzania, PAC had established a transit centre in Tanzania, for which UHDP and FAO
had provided support. The centre not only provided sanctuary for the victims of
fascist repression but also served to provide training in various areas. In
addition, PAC was in the process of setting up an institution of higher learning
in the Sudan, again with the support of the host Government ena UNESCO assistance.

14, Mr. SREBREV (Bulgeria) said that the fundemental principles embodied in the
1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child had reflected for the first time the
democratic and progressive nature of the trends and processes in the developrent of
contemperary international relations and international law in that field. By
proclaiming the year 1979 as the International Year of the Child, the United
Nations head once apain demonstrated its awareness of the overriding importance of
the question. It was, however, imperative that the provisions of the 1959
Declaration and the measures flowing from the International Year should be put

into daily practice and tecome binding law and a national and global responsibility.
That required decisive action and co-operation on the part of countries, and his
country considered the elaboration of a convention on the rights of ithe child

to be an important step in that direction.

15. Bulgaria had played host to one ¢f the outstanding events of the International
Year of the Child, namely, the International Children's Assembly "Banner of

Peace"”, which had become & symbol of friendship and solidarity among children

of all continents. The Assembly had sought to focus the attention of the

cultural world on the absolute necessity to establish the material, economic,
social and cultural conditions for guaranteeing the right of every humen being to
all-round harmonious development.

16. A characteristic tendency of recent decades was the grewing role, significance
and place of culture in the life of modern man. Cwing to the growving flow of
information, the intellectual capacity of the individual was constantly expanding
and science, art and politics had thus become an inseparable element of his life.
In socialist Bulgeria the process of democratization and all-round development

of culture was constantly being pursued through the wides: possible affiliation

of people and culture. That led to the stinulation not only of artistic knowledge,
skills, interest and experience but also of the con%tinusus development and
perfection of the individual's creative mbilities. A long-term propramme entitled
"Harmoniously developed personalities"” had been established with the main objective
of studying the life, creative career and activities of various world-famous
personalities. UNESCO had contributed to the success of the programme.

17. The People's Republic of Bulgaria attached great importance to internationsal
co-operation in the preservation and further developrent of cultural wvalues.
Bulgeriu's achievements in discovering and preserving its cultural heritage and its
readiness to share it with other countries was well known. At the recent UNESCO
General Cenference MMrs. Zhivkova, Chairman of the Committee for Culture, had
reaffirmed the active participation of Bulgaris in the formaticn and promotion

of world cultural processes and the desire of the Bulgarian people to live in peace
and friendship with other nations.

J
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18. Mrs. HOUNGAVOU (Benin) said that her country welcomed the designation of

1935 as the International Youth Year, as young people made up half its population
and that it attached rreat importance to the role of youth in the struggle for the
political and economic liberation of the country and the establishment of a
socio-economic systenm suited to the aspirations of the people. In order for the
abilities of young people to be put to use in economic. social and cultural
development, they must be educated and trained. Although its ' _sources vere
modest, Benin allocated a sipgnificant portion of its budget to primary, secondary,
higher and technical education and to the necessary activities for the physical,
intellectusl and moral development of youth. At the international level, her
country favoured the holding of meetinps and seminars to enable youth from all
countries to become acquainted and exchange experiences. With regard to
preparations for the International Youth Year, it was time to show some concern for
oppressed youth in the territories under colonial domination and military
occupation and under the yoke of racism and apartheid. The important role played
by youth in the 1976 events in Soweto was well known. Her delegation proposed
that the programme of activities of the Year should take into account the special

situation of such young people.

19. With regard to the International Year of Disabled Persons, her delegation
felt that the Year would be a historic event that would give hope and confidence
te more than 500 million disabled persons in the world, most of them in developing
countries., Given adequate means disabled persons could become integrated into the
community and contribute, in equal conditions, to the 1.fe and progress of the
society in which they lived. That would require that society become aware of the
need to make the sociel investments required for the social education of disabled
persons. The International Year of Disabled Persons should take into account the
need to adopt adequate measures aimed at the prevention and speedy diagnosis of
disabling illnesses in Africa, such as onchocerciasis, poliomyelitis and leprosy.
Thanks to WHO and UNICEF assistance vaccination campaigns egainst poliomyelitis hed
been organized periodically in her country, slong with a campaign against
onchocerciasis in co-operation with neighbouring countries. All of that required
the transfer of resources from developed countries to the developing countries, so
as to reduce poverty, which was ove of the main causes of disabilities and which
deprived the disabled of the services they needed.

20. The delegation cf Benin endorsed the Advisory Committee's recommendaticn in
document A/35/LLL/Add.1 on the continuation of the activities of the International
Institute for the Rehabilitation of Disebled Persons in Developing Countries,
vhere®sy UNDP and other funding organizations would bte urged to give favourable
consideration to any request that might be addressed to them for funding the

Institute.

21. In regard to the preservation and further development of cultural values,

his delegatir-n wished to pay a tribute to the work of UNESCO. The idea of
development could not become a reality unless the corresponding social context was
taken into account, in particular the cultural values of the society at large.
Accordingly, Benin was giving priority to the revaluation of its culture, the
rehabilitation of the national languages and the restoration of the national

f‘.i
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heritage. It was to be hoped that the Intergovernmental Committee for Promching
the Return of Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution

in Case of Illegal Appropriation would receive full co-operation from the countries
that held such property and would be able to carry out the task entrusted to it
more successiully. The delegation of Berin had thereforzs decided to co-zponsor
the two resolutions o.. that topic proposed for the Committee's consideration.

22. Mr. ZAYAS QUIALA (Cuba) reculled that the Cenersl Assembly at its
thirty-fourth session had adopted resclution 3i1/151, co-sponsored by Cuba, in
which 1985 had been designated International Youth Year: Participation,
Development, Peace. That initiative was an acknowledgement of the imperative need
o harness the energy, enthusiasm and creative ability of youth to the tasks

of nation building, the struggle for national independence and self-determination,
and against foreign domination and occupation, the economic, social and cultural
advancement of peoples, the implementation of the new international economic
order, the preservation of world peace and the promotion of international
co-operation ond understanding. It was necessary to work to root out the causes
of the alienation of young people, such as racial and sexual discriminaticn,
unemployment, drug abuse, limitation of their rights and the failure to democratize
education.

23. The Cuban delegation considered that Member States should commit themselves
to the formulation of specific national policies and programmes to prorcte the
active participation of young people in the development of society, and believed
that it would be necessary to consolidate and expand the programmes of the United
Nations in support of programmes being carried out in those countries which,
seeking to follow an independent path of ecornomic and social development, had to
wrestle with the consequences of colonialism, neo-colonialisr and under-development.
It would also be advisable to improve the machinery of the United Nations so as to
make it possible for young people, through their representative organizations, to
perticipate in the study and solution of internaticnal and regioneal problems in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

2h. It was important that in the action programme for activities up to 1985
arrangement should be made for the participation of youth orgenizations recognized
as having consultative status with the Economic and Soecial Counecil, but it would
also be necessary to make arrangements for the participation of non-governmental
youth and student organizations in the preparations for the Year.

25. All the activities to be undertaken under General Assembly resolution 34/151
should be related to the need to bring about profound changes in order to solve
the overvhelming problems currently confronting young peonle, particularly in the
capitalist countries and those subject to colonial or neo-colonial domination. The
Cutan delegation believed that the following aspects should be considered: the
problems of young people in the colonial countries end those suffering from the
effects of neo-colonial and imperimlist policy; the problems of youth unermployment
and the right to life: discrimination on grounds of sex and race and the struggle
apainst racism., zionism and apartheid; the right to education and the
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democratization of education: the campaign for healthy physical and mental
tlevelopment; the perticipation of youth in the study of solutions for major
national problems; the premotion of internetional co-operation and understanding,
and the preservation of world peace and egainst the armements race: and the
strugirle for the implementation of a new international economic order.

26. Similarly, a World Youth Confere..e could be keld in 1985 as part of the
ITnternational Youth Year: Participation, Developmert, Peace, under General
Assembly resolution 34/151. A declaration could be adopted in that year vhich
would recognize the rights of youth in the present day world.

27. Cuba attached equal importance to the item on the disabled. It commendcd

the proposal to make 19€1 the Internationel Year of Disabled Persons and was
preparing to carry out activities in accordance with the aims which had led the
Libyan delegetion to propose that important humanitarian activity. Accordingly,

a Cubsn National Committee for the International Year of Disabled Persons had been
established and a wide-ranging programme set up, the aims of which would have an
important effect on care for the handicarped.

28. With regard to the preservation and further development of cultural values,
includiag the protection, restitution and return of cultural and artistic property,
Cuba reted the importance of that topic at its just level, and the Cuban Government
was promoting access by all its people to the various manifestations of culture,
the work of restoring and preserving the country's cultural heritage, and

exchanges with other cultures designed to ielp the people of Cuba to understand
other peoples and cultures, and to strengthen the ties of friendship, sympathy

and mutual understanding among peoples. At the meeting of the Interpovernmental
Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property to i%s Countries of Origin,
held in May 1980 in Paris, Cuba had proposed that, together with their artistic

and historical property, natural wealth should be returned to those free countries
vhose territories were illegally occupied, where there were flora and fauns and
rare species that formed part of their nationel identity.

29, The ureservation and further development of cultural values, including the
protection, restitution end return of cultural and artistic property end the

restitution of natural wealth was of special interest to the countries which were
members of the Non-Aligned Movement. Ir that connexion, the final declaration

of the Sixth Swamit Mesting of that Moverent, held in Havana in September 1980,
contained a passage to the effect that the Conference reiterated its denunciation
of the policies of the former metropolises which, despite repeated decisions by
such specialized internaticnel agencies as UNESCO, continued their systematic
looting of works of art and items that vere part of the cultural heritage of the
countries of Arrica, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.

30. Turning to snother agenda item, he said that the Cuban delegation, in line
with the proposal made by Poland, wished tc stress the necessity of completing,
as soon as possible, the drafting of a convention on the rights of the child,
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an instrument that was particularly pertinent to countries rhere the exploitation

of man by man still subsisted and where hundreds of thousands of children were
currently suffering the effects of hunger and malnutrition, were prematurely

forced into exhausting work, were never able to study, even in elementary school,
were used clandestinely by adults, encouraged to become beggars or thieves, perverted
by unjust societies or subjected to almost unbelievable ill-treatment. ﬂlthough

the solution ley in transforming the economie and sociasl conditions that gave rise
to the problem, the community must first deal with the mest critical aspects

through legal measures.

31. Mr. VERKERCKE (Belgium) said that there were some 450 million handicapped
persons in the world. Although the main thrust of the International Year of Disabled
Persons must be at the national level, one of the fundamental tasks of the United
Nations was providing information to facilitate and encdourage the action at the
national level of Covernments and non-governmental organizations. Member States,

for their part, mmst expand their activities, in particular by establishing national
committees for the Year where they had nct yet done so, and by taking steps to see
that the theme of the International Year: "Full participation and equality”, was
applied, for which purpose special attention should be paid to the participation

of the dissbled themszlves in the activities for the Year.

32. There were disabled persons everywhere, but there were more of them in the
developing countries, where, moreover, the results of their disabllities were often
more serious for the disabled. Accordingly, Belgium attached great importance to
the symposium of experts on technical assistance and technical cd>-operation and
which Argentina had offered to host, since it telieved that it would encourage the
production of equipment and the adoption of organizational measures by the
developing countries. The secretariat for the Year would have to organize that
important symposium and contribute to the formulation of a long-term plan for world
action. Both the Executive Secretary for the Year, “irs. !M'Kanza, and her assistents
had already dme a great deal of work, often in difficult circumstances, and the
Belgian delegation considered that the time had come to strengthen the secretariat
for the Year.

33. Turning to the item on the restitution and return of cultural property to its
country of origin, he said that Belgium understood the desire of other nations, -
which were often young countries with an old civilization, to have o representative
national patrizony. DBelgium and the Republic of Zaire had reached & bilateral
agreement on that matter, and Belgium was a member of the Intergovernmental Committee
of UNESCO dealing with the return and restitution of culturel property and
international co-operation in that field. The Belgian delegation also supported the
invitation contained in draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.33 to drav up inventories of
cultural property.

34. Belpgium, which was not yet a party to the International Covenants on Human
Rights, expected to be able to ratify both Covenaats in the near future, although it
must remark that the machinesry for the submissior and consideration of the national
reports submitted under those Covenants, in particular, the method currently used by
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the Tconomic and Social Committee for the consideration of reports relating to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rizhts was not wholly
setisfactory. Belpgium would shortly transmit its comments to the Secretary-General
on hov the machinery could be modified so as to improve the effectiveness,
independence and efficiency of the working group responsible for examining the
reports and to permit better communication among the States parties to the Covenant.

35. lir. SEUTICI (Vorld Health Organization) said that 2 number of WO prograrmes
vere directed tounrds bettering the health and well -being of youth, and meking youth
not only beneficiaries of but active contributors to national developmernt. The
stress in such pronrarmes was nainly on preventive medicine nnd health education,
since young neople could concern themselves with their own health only if they were
nmotivated and psychologically prepared to make & reasoned choice from among the many
alternatives for health action. and if they really participated in such action. VHO
was carrying out several prograrmes of research on problems connected with the
health needs of adolescents in co-operation with lfember States. The Vlorld [leallh
Organization had teken part in the preparatory work for International Youth Year and
wvould contribute fully, within the limits of its programme and budget (which had
already been approved) to the preparation and implementation of the programme of
international and regional octivities to celebrate the Year. Similarly, !MHC would
co-operate on reauest wvith lenber States in the preparation of their strategy and

the establishment of their national poals and plans in the field.

36. lith regard to the problems of the elderly and the aged, the lorld llealth
Assembly, in its resolution 1MiA/32/2% adopted at its thirty-second session, had
responded positively to the decision of the United Wations General Assenmbly
(resorution 33/52) to organize a lorld Assembly on the Elderly in 1952. The A
resolution stressed the leadership role of WHO jn the health care of the elderly and
expressed the hope that '[HO would take a proninent pert in organizing the lorld
Assembly. UHO had participated in the preparatory -sorl: undertaken within the United
Nations system; in addition to the working paper on pealth policy for the eged vhich
10 had been asked to prepare, it wvould also help to produ.. seven other papers on
specific subjects to be subnitted Juring the Vorld Assembly. Those papers wvould
consider the theme of healtn of the aged as & developmental issue within the
fyamework of the Declaration of Alma Ata and the goal of health for all by the

year 2000. In December 1981 there would be a meeting of directors cf naticnel
institutes of rerontolony to study the problems of health care of the elderly.

37. Until recently. the problems of the elderly and the aped had been thought to be
of concern to developed countries alone, but with the rapid changes in the cultural
patterns and in the demographic structure of the developing countries, those
problems were gradually affecting all regions, and VHO was therefore convening &
number of technical meetings in 1981 to discuss particular aspects of the health
needs of the elderly in developing countries.

38. 1M0's contribution to the preparation of the International Yesx for Dissbled

Percons was wvell reflected in the documents before the Cormittee, but it mipght be
as well to refer to some of the main guidelines of the organization's policy on
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disability prevention and the rehabilitation of disabled nersons, such as the
promotion of effective measures for the prevention of disability within health
programmes at all levels, includin~ primarvy health care: emphasis on those problems
of disebility that could be solved most efficiently and effectively and in a aanner
rost acceptable to the population; and the inclusion of appropriate dissbility
preventicn and rehabilitation methods in the training of all the health workers
concerned. The immortance of such measures was readily apnarent when it was
realized that according to estimates, there were 60 million disabled persons in the
world vho could be helved to lead a better life by an improvement of their
functional cepacity through educational and voeational measures, or at least through
a better understanding of their problems and a wider acccptance of disabled persons
by the comrunity.

39. The CHAIRMAN said that the general discussion on agenda items 69, 81, T1, 73,
79 70, 68, T2 and TG heving been concluded, the Committee would take up the draft
r~zolutions submitted under agenda items 50 and 83.

Canc Verde., Conmo, Cuba. Czechoslovakia, Demccratic Yemen, Dominican Republic,
Dthionia, Guinea- BDissau, Hungary, Iraq, Lao People's Denmocratic Republic, Likbyan
Arab Jamahiriye , lladagascer, llali. Mongolia, !Mozambique, llicaragua, Sao Tome and
Principe, Sierra Leone, Syrian Arabd Republic, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, Viet Lam,
Zanbia, Zimbabwe and her owm delegation, draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.17 entitled
"Praft declaration on the participaticn of women in the struggle for the
strensthening of interrational peace and security and against colonialism, racism,
racinl diserinination, foreipn arsgression, occupation and all forms of foreign
domination™.

L1. The draft resolution she was introducing was based on recognition ol the fact
that the maintenance of world peace, the cessation of the arms race and the strugple
for military détente corresnonded most profoundly to the interests of all vomen and
all ncihers. since perce meant happiness for their families. Many speakers at the
1975 llorld Conference in Mexico City had notec. that peace was a prerequisite of
social progress in pgeneral and of the improvenent of the status of vomen in
particular. The renresentatives of Bulgaria, Congo, Gembia, German Democratin
Republic, Guinea, India, Mongolia, Sri Lanka and Venezucia had submitted a
resolution on wonen's participation in the strengthening of international peace and
security and in the struggle apainst colonialism, racism, racial discrimination,
agpression, foreipn occupation and ell forms c¢f foreign donination, calling upon
Governments, governmental and non-jovernmental organizations and women's
organizations to intensify their efforts for the maintenance of peace,; and inviting
the Secretzary-General to submit a report on the matter to the Ceneral Assembly at
its next session. In its resolution 32/142 the United Nations General Assembly had
reaffirued the appeal made in lMexico City and, in paragraph 5, requested the
Cormicsion on the Status of llomen to elaborate & draft declaration on the
participation of women in the struggle for the strenpgthening of peace and to submit
it to the lorld Conference to be held in 1900. Th= resolution had been adopted by
71 votes in favour, 19 ageinst and 46 abstentions. At its thirty-fourth sessien,
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the General Assembly had referred to resolution 32/1L2 and once arain urged the
Commission on the Status of Vomen to consider at its twenty-eighth session the
question of elaborating a draft declaration on the full and effective enjoynent of
human rights and fundamental freedoias, taking into account the views of Governmmentis
thereon and vieus expressed during the thirty-fourth session of the Assembly. 1In
corntrast to the vote at the thirty-second session, only two States, Israel and the
United States of America, had voted egainst the resolution, while 19 States had

abstained.

L2, ©On 29 January 1979 the Secretary-General had invited States, specialized
arsencies and other international organizations in consultative status with CCOSOC
to subinit amendments ond nroypasals reparding the nature end contcnt ot the above-
mentioned drait declaration; those views and proposals had been incorporeted in the
report of the Secretary-General (document L/CN.G/226 of G January 1200). on

13 June 1079 the German Democratic Republic had submitted the full text of the draft
declaration contained in the above-mentioned report, and the Commission on the
Status of Yomen had transmitted to the General Assembly a text of the draft
declaration on which Governments, specialized afencies and other relevant bodies
had had an opportunity to comment. Tinally, in its resoluticn 11, the Copernhagen
Conference had given a clear mandate to the General Assembly for the elaboration of

the draft declaraticn.

k3. The text of draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.17T was based on the draft declaration
contained in document E/CN.5/626, emended to reflect the views and proposals of
States, and wvas co-sponsored by 20 other States. The need to ensure the
participation of all women in the strugple for peace had been recognized by an
increasing mumber of countries. Since agreement existed in principle appropriate
action should not be delayed, especially in view of recent developments in the world
vhich represented an increasing threat to peace. The uain objectives of the
declaration uvcre to enable wonen throughout the world to participate in the struggle
for peace, and to eliminate all factors vhich adversely aifected peace. The
declaration sugrested that part of the resources released as a result of disarmament
should be used to cater for the needs of developing countries, in particular, for
the protection of mothers and children. It had been calculated that the funds uced
in one weel's arms production would suffice to banish hunger from the world.
Underdevelopnent , exploitation, backwardness, hunger and disease could be overcome
if part of the funds used for armaments were placed at the disposal of the

developing countries.

L4, Her delegation, on behalf of the sponsors of the draft resolution, trusted that
the significance of the draft declaration would be recornized by States and that it
would reccive their generous support.

45, Miss RICHTER {Argentina). introducing draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.20 on behalf
of the sponsors, said that paragraphs 1 to 3 referred to the nomination of the
Director of the International Research and Troaining Institute for the Advancement
of Vomen, the signing of the headquarters agreement and the instellation of the
Institute in the Dominican Republic respectively. The language used reflected the
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sense of urgency which the spensors wished to impart to the nreparations for the
Institute’s move to the Dominican Fepublic and the effective start of its work.
Peragraph U recalled the guidelines roverning the Institute's activities. The
lMultinational Yfomen's Centre for Research and Training of the Inter-American
Commission of liomen had stated that it would prepare model projects in research and
the planning of training courses, information on American women who had been
successful in various professional fields and on the status of women in America, and
bibliosraphies on women's issues. thus contributing to the vork whiech the Santo
Poninge Institute would be carrying out at the world level. The reference to the
Trust Fund vhich appeared in maregraph 5 of the Inglish version of the draft
resclution had been omitted fron the Spanish verczion. Finally, parapgraph G
reouested a report. to be submitted at the beginning of 1981, on the initiation of
the Institute's activities. ;

46. 1liss VELLS (Austrelia), introducing draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.21 on behalf

of the sponsors. said that the draft resolution was based on the conclusions adopted
by econsensus at the Copenhasen Conference with regard to the status of women ,
refucees and displaced women, and sought to ensure that further consideration would
be nmiven to their problems. Perapgraphs 1 to 3 were concerned with the need for

better protection of women. Paragraph b was concerned with increasing the
participation of women in the administration of refunee assistance programmes, vhile
paragraphe 5 end 6 stressed the need for continued study of the situation of women
and the need for the collection and analysis of data. Paragraph 7 recommended that
the United llations !ligh Comnissioner for Refugees should ensure that the number of
omen at all levels on his staff should be increased and that a hirh-level official
bve designated as co--ordinator for wonen's nroprammes.,

27. 'She said that, in the fourth line of pararsraph b, the word “first, which
apneared before ‘asylum”, should be deleted. In the second line of paragraph 5, the
words "the host’ should be replaced by ‘concerned’ and in the fourth line the vords
within situations that force people to become refurees” should be deleted.

48. pfter consultations with the sponsors of document A/C.2/35/L.35, her delegation
had accepted their proposed amendmencs to draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.21, and would
subnit a revised version in due course.

k9. The United Republic of Tanzania and the Sudan had become co-sponsors of draft
resolution A/C.3/35/L.21.

50. Mrs. RODRIGUEZ (Venezuela), introducing draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.23/Rev.l on
behalf of the Statc llembers of the Unit=d Mations which were members of the Group of
77. said that in preparing the draft resolution, which had been adopted by econsensus
by the Group, an attempt had been nade to stress and reaffirm the objectives of the
Horld Conference of the United lations Decade for llomen held in Copenhagen. The

draft resolution contained n specific reference to the principles and objectives set
forth in the Declaration of llexico of 1975, vhich had inspired the objectives

adopted at Copenhasgen. The recommendations contained in the Programme of Action
adopted in Conenhagen nade a major contribution to achieving the objectives of the
United I'ations Decade for llomen. It was, therefore, essential to support the j
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Programme, since its implementation would not only promote equal rights betveen men
and vomen_, the inclusion of women in the development process and the improvement of
the level of living of developing countries, but would also allow women in developed
countries to participate on an equal basis in decision-making on political, economic
and social matters in their respective countries.

51. The sponsors had also wanted to emphaesize the importance of the regional
economic commissions' devoting attention to the status of women by including in
their programmes of worlk seminars, symposia and meetings which would assist in
integrating vomen in the development process and in achieving the objectives of the
Decade. The draft resolution also indicated the need for the Secretary-General to
submit to the Econonic and Social Council at its first regular session in 1981
proposals fcr the implementation of the Programme for the Second Half of the Decade
for 'omen. It also invited the Secretary-Ceneral to submit to the General Assembly
at its thirty-sixth session a report on the measures taken to implement the
resolution and to convene, in 1905, a world conference to review and appraise the
achievenents of the Decade.

52. In paragraph 2 of the Spanish version, the words "Hace suyo" should be replaced
by rndosa .

53. Mr. GOODIN (Jemaica). introducing draft resoluticn A/C.3/35/L.24 on behalf of
the sponsors, said that the draft resolution was purely procedural. It would have
the Assembly note with satisfaction the decisions of the Consultative Committee on
the Voluntary Fund for the United lations Decade for Viomen; express its eppreciation
to the relevant organs of ithe United Nations system for their invaluable assistance
to the ongoing work of the Fund: appeal to Member States to consider giving or
increasing support to the Fund: and request the Secretary-General to continue to
report annually on the managenent of the Fund and to include it as one of the
programmes of the United llations Pledging Conference for Development Activities.

54. Indie and Sweden had joined as co-sponsors of the draft resolution, which he
hoped would be adopted by consensus. In the fourth line of paragraph 5, the words
"thirty-fourth " should be replaced by "thirty-sixth".

55. Mr. IIORDENFELT (Sweden) said that the adoption, at the thirty-fourth session,
of the Convention on the Elimination of Ail Forms of Discrimination against Yomen,
had marked a milestone in the promotion of equal rights for vomen. Draft resolution
A/C.3/35/L.16 reflected the imporiance siven to the Convention and the hope that it
would come into force as soon as possible. The sponsors of the draft resolution

hoped that it would be adopted by consensus.

56. Two wnriections should be made in the draft resolution. In parsgraph 1 “81°
thould be replaced by '797, and in paragraph 2 “eight” should read "nine".

%T. Mrs. DOVNING (Secretary of the Committee) announced that the Congo, the
Dominican Republic and Mali had joined the sponsors of draft resolution
A/C.3/35/L.1T. The Secretariat had taken note of the correction to the Spanich
version of draft resclution A/C.3/35/L.20, which had been introduced by Argentina-
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Argentina, Chile, the Dominican Republic and Nicaragua hed become co-sponsors of
that draft resolution. She had taken note of the revisions to draft resolution
A/C.3/35/L.21 announced by Australia, vhose sponsors had been Joined by Austria, the
Dominican Republic, the Sudan and the United Republic of Tanzania.

58. The Coumittee had taken note of the Spanish text of draft resolution
A/C.3/35/L.23/Rev.l introduced by Venezuela., Ghana, Guyana, India, the Netherlands,
Few Zealand, Nigeria, Sweden, the United Republic of Tanzania and the United States
had Joined the sponsors of draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.2L.

59, As to draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.16, the Secretariat had taken note of the
corrections put forvard by Sweden. Angola, Belpgium,®the Dominican Republic, Italy,
Uranda and Viet llam had become co--sponsors of that draft resolution.

0. Mr. O'DONOVAN (Ireland) said that his delegat1on stood by what it had said when
the draft declaration on the perticipation of women in the strusgle {or the
strengthening of international peace and security and agninst colonialism, racism,
racial discrimination, foreipn azgression, occupation and all forms of foreign
donmination, contained in docwaent A/C.3/35/L.17, had been introduced. It had as yet
received no response from the principal sponsors, despite establishing informal
contact with them.

61. The subject of the ,draft resolution was a serious one, having a bearing on
vorld peace, vhich was an important matter for all countries, whether they belonged
to military alliances or, as in Ireland's case, did not. TDut the text nad its
faults, and consultations should be held on the matter. DIy way of example, he drev
attention to the final phrase in article 3, whose meaning his delegation believed
was unclear. The subject was much better reflected in the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrinmination apmainst llomen that had been adopted the
previous year.

62. The title of the draft declaration referred to ‘occupation‘without stipulating
vhat kind wes meant: he imagined it must be foreinn occupation. The draft
declaration should be consistent with other more important documents that hed
already been approved. In resolution 34/158, the General Assembly had urpged the
Commission on the Status cf llomen to consider the matter: not to discuss a text. but
to consider the question of elaborating a text.

63. It was the first time that a text on the subject had teen circulated at the
General Assembly; the Commission on the Status of Homen had set up a Working Group,
which hod discussed a draft declaration submitted by the German Demosratic Republic
that differed in several respects from that submitted to the Committee. The Vorking
Group had not approved any working text, but had instecd recommended a draft
resolution that took note of Governments' views and prcposals regarding the over-all
problems and referred the matter back to the CGeneral Ass=mbly. He did not,
therefore, wish to propose that the Commission on the Status of Vomen should study
the item again: it had already had the opportunity to co so.
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64. Clearly, the draft declaration contained in document A/C.3/35/L.17 should be
transmitted to Governments for comment, and should then be discussed by the Economic
and Social Council before the General Assembly took action on the matter. lie
proposed the following draft decision:

“The General Assembly decidecs:

1. To request the Secretary-General to seek the views of the Governments of
Member Statés on the draft declaration contained in document A/C.3/35/L.1T and
to submit his report to the first regulaer session of the Economic and Social
Council in 1981 and

2. To request the Economic and Social Council to consider the text of the
draft declaration at its first repular session in 1981 and to sutmit the
revised text to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session.’

65. MMrs. UARZAZI (llorocco) said that her delegation had never been in favour of the
resolutions adopted uver the past tus or three vears concerning the elaboration of
the draft declaration contained in draft resolutien A/C.3/35/L.17. 1In view of the
enormous problem of disarmament and the maintenance of peace throughout the world.
vhich depended primarily on the tuo major Powers that found it so difficult to reach
agrecrnent on a treaty to limit strategic weapons, she wondered what role women could
play. It was probable that they were being used for purely political and propaganda
purposes.

66. Her delepgation fully supported the Irish representative's view that the draft
declaration should not merely be studied in depth by e working group, as had been
the case with the other two drafts, but also be minutely scrutinized by a large
number of Governments, which would doubtless put forward propcsels and amendnents on
the subject. ller delegation would therefore support any proposal directed towards
that end: but it wished to make some amendments to the draft resclution before it
was transmitted to Governments.

67. The draft declaration claimed to cover all aspects of world peace and security,
but in fact contained some important omissions. Her delesation therefore wished to
see the words “apartheid, all forms of racism and raciel discrimination, foreign
military intervention apgainst sovereign peoples and nations, the growins use of
mercenaries’’ included after the word "“colonialism" in the title of the draft
declaration, the rest of the title remaining as contained ir document A/C.3/35/L.17.
The same wording should be added in the fuurth preambular paragraph, vhile the words
“the effective exercise of, and respect for, the right of all peoples to self-
Aetermination" should be added in the fifth preambular paragraph. The sixth
preanbular paragraph and the operctive paragraph should incorporate the change
already proposed for the title, as should articles 1 to L. Moreover, the same
changes should be made in the third and fifth subparagraphs in part II of the draft
declaration, as well as in the poragraph that nade up part III.
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68. The CHAINMAY requested the lloroccan delegation to submit its amendnents in
vritinz, in conforaity with the rules of procedurec.

0. After a procedural discussion in which lliss SADLZLER (German Democratic :
Henublic]ﬂ 1i~s. SUTHERLAND (Canada), Mr. (TUCORLIR (Liberia). and ilr. HARKI (Cnan,
took part, the CHAIRMAN declared the meeting closed.

The neeting rose at (.15 n.m.




