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The meetine was called to order 2t 6.20 p.m.

ACGENDA ITEN 59‘ INTERMATIONAL YOUTH YEAR: PARTICIPATION, DEVELOP'ENT . PEACE
(continued) (A/35/361 and Add.1: A/34/855: #/C.3/35/3+ A/C.3/35/L.26)

AGENDA ITICH 81: POLICIES AMD PROGRAIMES RELATIMG TO YOUTH (continued) (A/35/503-
AlC.3/35/3)

AGEIDA ITEM T1: PROBLEMS OF THF LLDERLY AND THE AGED (continued) (A/35/130 and
Add.1 and Corr.1l: A/C.3/35/8) .

AGTTDA ITEM T3: QUESTICH OF A CONVENTIOM OM TI'F BIGHTS OF THE CHILD {continued)
(4/C.3/35/L.1k)

AGFIDA ITEM 79: INTERMATIONAL YTEAR OF DISABLED PERSOUS (continued) (A/C.3/35/5
A/35/27h and Add.1. A/35/291. A/35/LLL and £dd.1)

AGENDA ITLM TO: PRESERVATION AND FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURAL VALUES. INCLUDING
THE PROTECTION, RESTITUTION AND NETURN OF CULTURAL AND AFTISTIC PROPERTY
(continued) (A/35/3L9. Af35/419: A/C.3/35/L.22)

AGENDA ITEM 68: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORI'S OF RELIGIOUS INTOLCRANCE (continued)

AGEYDA ITEHM T2: HUI'A? RIGHTS AHD SCIENTIFIC AMD TECHMOLCGICAL DEVELOPIENTS
(continued) (A/35/202- A/C.3/35/L.27)

AGENDA ITEM 76: INTIRNATIONAL COVEUANTS ON HUMAM RIGHTS (continued) (A/35/55
A35/96, A/35/132  A/35/137. A/35/173 A/35/185 £/35/288 T AS35/L3L, A/35/LST.

Af35/L62)
(2) REPORT OF THE HUMAW RIGHTS COMMITIEE (continued) (A/35/L0; A/C.3/35/L)
(b) FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE HUMAN RIGHYS COMMITTEE (continued) (A/35/L1T)

(e) STATUS CF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECCNOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
RIGHTS, THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS AND
THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND
POLITICAL RIGHTS (continued) (A/35/3/Add.2L, A/35/195)

1. br. DRUIMOND (U:-ited Kinpdom), turning to apenda item 71, said that old are
skould not be regarded as a sorrow but as a challenge to pecnle of all apes. Vot
only should the elderly be looked after in their families and ccmmunities, but
people should realize tlhat it was precisely because they had successfully fourht
disease and made life more tolerable for many more people that there was an
absolute and relative increase in the aping populations of the world. But old age
{ was an experience which varied widely with different economic systems, levels of
| development and cultural traditions. Therefore, international initiatives should
rencrate national and repional activities rather than global schemes. [loreover,
past. and present contributions made by so many elderly nersons. who constituted
such a larpge proportion of the nembers of society should not be under-estimated.
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2. His delegation looked forward with satisfaction to the "orld Assembly cn
the Flderly to be held in 1982: in that connexion he hoped that the host country
would not have to draw on funds from the United Mations regular budpet. He also
welcored the draft programme for the World Assembly and was vparticularly interested
in humanitarian issues such as health, housing, education and social welfare,

which vere raised in part 2 of that programme. Perhavs the United llations
Secretary-General should appoint & full-time Secretary-General specifically to
co~-ordinate the preparation and organization of the Horld Assembly.
Non-governmental organizations in the United Kinpdom, in the national tradition,
were establishing an advisory ccmmittee which would act as a catalyst of nationnl

efforts in support of the Yorld Assembly.

3. The United Kinrdom strongly supported the proclamation of the international
Year of Disabled Persons. Although he endorsed the Advisory Committee's report
he thought that the %800,000 cost of a world conference of disabled perscns

would be better spent in funding and organizing more practical ways of helping
the disabled, particularly in developing countries. International co-operation
and the exchange of ideas on disablement and rehabilitastion, not only among
Governments but among specialized non-governmental organizations, could be of
great value. Such organizations, particularly those for disabled perscns or made
up of disabled persons, had a vital part to play and the United Kingdom Government
was therefore providing funds for the establishment of cormittees representative
of non-governmental organizations for the International Year in England, Wales,
Scotland and !'orthern Ireland. A committee representing Government departments
was co-cordinating the inputs of the various ministries.

L.  During the past decade, there had been an improvement in the level of
services and cash benefitc for disabled persons: they now had access to
counselling on personal and social problems arising from disability and assistance
in overcoming the practical effects of disability, for ¢xample, by equipping
buildings with invalid chair ramps or telephones. The social services also had
the task of making arranperents for helping mentally i1l or handicapped people
through prevention and home care services, the provision of training and social
centres and aid to patients and their families., The United Kingdom Government
would try durine the International Year to increase nublic awareness not only of
the problems cof the disabled, but also of their abilities and achievenments.

The practical experience of the United Kinpgdom in those fields mipght be of great
value in the preparations for the International Year. However, the different
cultures. customs and levels of development of "erber States should be taken

into account. United Nations programmes under agenda items T1 and 79 should be
designed to ensure tihnt disabled peonle wvere able to live as independent, full
and normal lives as possible within their communities. It was for such practical
efforts that the United lations would be rerembered rather than for many other
efforts or vhich it spent more time.

5. Mr. MAPP (Barbados) emphasized that the nroblems of the elderly had tecore
more acute following the destruction of the traditional extended family system
as a result of rapid developrent and the superposition of certain social values
which were rerarded as "modern”. Traditionally, Barbadian families had looked
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after their grandparents, who in turn often helped to bring up the children.
Mowadays, however, elderly people had increasingly become the responsibility of
the State and lived in geriatric hospitals or senior citizens' homes. The
Barbados Government had recently instituted cormunity-based orogrammes wvhereby
elderly people could be cared for in their own homes. Specially trained volunteer
home-helpers assisted them at home by cookinm, cleaning end so on. Those
programnes would reduce the number of admissions to geriatric hospitaels and elderly
people could return to their communities, vhere they weculd feel more wented

and more secure. There were also plans for the development of day-care and
recreational facilities. Elderly people had a role to play in the business of
running the country and they would be invited to join verious boards where they
coculd give of their experierce and wisdom.

6. The Government of Barbados supvorted the United Nations World Assembly on

the Elderly and the establishment of a pane’ of experts Lo consider the question
of aging in the context of development. In that connexion, small island
developing countries, such es Barbados, must pet the necessary financial assistance
for the care of their aging populations.

T. his everyvhere in the world and particularly in the Latin American region,

the youth in Barbados were fecing the consequences of inflation and unemployment
and were showing signs of restlessness and alienation. Unemployment was created
not only by an absence of jobs but also by an absence of skills among young people
appropriate to the Jobs open to them. The Government, with the assistance of

the World Bank and certain countries, had set up a skills training programme
divided into a short-term end long-term phase. In the short-term phase, hundreds
of young people had already found employment. The long-term phase of the
programme would deal with occupational trainine and would involve a review of

the apprenticeship system.

8. Rapid urbanization had led to the break-up of established communities and
the spread of a feeling of rootlessness amonp the young. The new residential
developments lacked any spirit of cohesion and were breeding grounds for social
friction and even crime. The ministry resvonsible for community services had
embarked on a proframme for the re-establishment of community centres with the
aim of promoting social cohesion, und had provided them with recreational, sports
and cultural facilities in the hope that they vould become national reservoirs
of leadership and of useful citizens. It must not be forpotten that the youth
of today would be the leaders and ritizens cof tororrow.

9. Barbados had become a co-sponsor of draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.26, thus
demonstrating its interest in the International Youth Year.

10. Mr. ALHDSLECHQEE_{ﬁustriu) supported the Polish Jjovernment's initiative in
submitting the draft convention on the rights of the child and was a sponsor

of the relevant draft resolution. Despite the ¢ffrrts made since 1959, when

the Declaration of the Rights of the Child had been vroclaimed, the living
conditions of children were deteriorating to an alarming extent in various parts
of the werld, as was shown by the studies carricd out in that connexion.
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According to those studies, three quarters of the 1.5 billion children lived in
the countries of the third vorld; of those, only one third had an opportunity to
attend school and, of that one third, only onc tenth would be able to acquire
vecational training. The situation of children was further apgravated by the
fact that women were still disadvantaped, which only added to tne misery of their
children.

11. Referring to the International Covenants on Human Rights, it wes with great
appreciation that his Government had taken note of the Charter of Conduct sipned
on 11 September 1980 at Riobamba by the States of the Andean Group, which had
been acceded to by Costa Rica, Panama and Spain. The Code represented an
encouraging step forwvard in the oprotection of political, economic and social
rights in the region; it also defined the ok)ectives and principies roverning the
search for greater social Jjustice, regional disarmament and the establishment of
a HNev International Eccnomic Order.

12. In view of the growth of elderly population in the developed as well as in
the developing countries, it was becoming urpent to deal with several related
basic problems: health, the environment, social status, income and security.
It was important to stop neglecting the resource represented by the work
experience of older people, vwhich compensated for their declining physical
abilities. Development and economic progress should no lrnger result in
advantages for certain groups of the population, but sheuld help to improve the
living conditions and welfare of all.

13. Referring to agenda item 79 and fenersl Assemblvy resolution 31/123
proclaiming 1981 as the International Year of Disabled Fersons, he drew attention
to. the incrcase in the number of disabled persens in the world, the majority of
whom lived in the developins countries. Useful proposals had already been made
in the frarework of the Plan of Action for the International Year of Disabled
Persons, and mention should be made of the statement delivered from a Braille
text by the representative of Brazil.

1k, tis. FAWTHORPE (lNew Zealand) said that Ler delepation haa followed with keen
interest the course of the discussions the General Asserbly had held since 1048
on the nroblems of the elderly and the aged. The rapid, steady prowth of the
elderly population, vhich was apparent in all norts of '%e world and was largely
due to the propress achieved in medicine and nutrition, called for co-ordinated
action and programmes for the exchanpre of information with a view to improving
the situation of the elderly and facilitating their integration in society.

15. In wview of the diversity of social and cultural systems, the most effective
programmes were clearly those vorked out and nut into practice at the national
and regional levels, since they took into account the snecinl problems of each
country and of cach region. Illovever, since there was much to learn from the
experience acquired by others, New Zealand supported the decicion to convene a
Worla Assembly on the Elderly in 1982 wund in peneral supported the draft
profFramme for the Assembly submitted by the Secretary-General (A/3%/130 and
Add.1). Her delepation was contident that non=povernmental organizations could

P
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play an important role in promotins the objJectives of the Assembly and was
particularly pleased about the role they had nlayed in the formulation of the

draft programme.

16. As was clear from the remort of the Secretary-General, it would become
increasingly necessary to take into account the reeds of the elderly and the aped
in social and economic development nlanning in toth the developed and developing
countries. In that context, it was important to encourage the elderly themselves,
through their activities, to participate fully in society.

17. Preparations for the International Year of Disabled Persons were well
advanced in New Zealand, where a 12-merber national conmittee, chaired by a
woman, who was herself disabled, hand been established. In preparing its programme
of action, the naticnzl committee would be guided, inter alia, by the reports
submitted by the six sub-cormittees formed to examine the difficulties
encountered by disabled persons in various areas: recreation and srnorts,
education, employment, income security, prevention and rehabilitation. Since it
was important to foster positive attitudes tovards the disabled, an information
programme , composed of a series of televised broadcasts, had been prepared with
a view to increasing publiec awareness of the problems of the disabled and
collecting funds to assist them.

18. While in general lNew Zealand supported the draft programme of action prepared
by the Advisory Committee for the International Year of Disabled Persons,
particularly in the information activities, it saw little merit in the proposal

to orpganize a world conference in that connexion. In her delepation's opinion,

it would be more useful to devote the available resources to the execution of
national or regional projects.

19. lew Zealand noted with interest the proposals contained in the repcrt of
the Human Riglts Committee concerning ways of encouraging an avareness of the
International Covenants on Human Rights and of nromoting human riphts throughout
the world. Althouph the publishine of the Human Riphts Committee's official
records would be of great interast, it would also be useful, as a corollary, to
prepare a rore peneral booklet teo inform the public at large about the work of
the Yuman Rights Committee.

20. Vhile it was essential for Stetes reriodically to report on the implementation
of the International Covenants, 1t was also important for the Economic and Soecianl
Council or the Human Ripghts Committee, as appropriate, to consider each report
submitted with the greatest care and to report as objectively and comprehensively
as possible to the General Assembly. That apnlied in particular to reports on

the implementation of the Covenant on Fconomic, Social and Cultural Riphts,

which, the Dconomic and Social Council at its first repular session in 1980 had
decided to consider on a repular basis.

21. New Zealand had ratified both those international instruments in December 1078
and expected tc be sble to submit its renort on the implementation of the Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights early in 1081,

!'I-‘-l-
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22. Irs. NAAIURA (Jupan) said that there was often a tendency to consider the
problems of the elderly and the nped from a purely humanitarian noint of view.
Her delepation had noted vith setisraction that the draft programme prepared for
the Yorld Assembly on the Flderly (A/25/130) also took into account the aspects

related to development.

23. Jananese society traditionally shoved great respect tovards older people,
vhose exnerience and contribution to society deserved to be properly appreciated.
Various measures for the benefit of the elderly, such as the annual week for the
welfare of the aged, had also been taken at the national level. In Japan, the
percentage of those over 65, vhich was currently 9.1 per cent, was rrowins rapidly
and was expected to exceed 10 per cent between 1985 and 1995 and to reach

15.5 per cent by 2005. The grovth of the elderly population, which was accompanied
%W a proportional reduction in the rest cf the population, including the working
ponulation, presented serious nroblems. rhich must be given due consideration

in social and economic developrent planning. They wére related in particular to
the cost of providing social services and to the pension system, vhich was being
put in Jeopardy by the steadily growinpg number of retirees entitled to a mension
and the prorortional decline in the population contributing to pension funds.

2Lk. It was also of the utmost importance not to leave the elderly on the frinpes
of society but to give them an opportunity to particimate fully in community life.
For exariple, they nmust be riven ornortunities for employment to strenpthen their
sense cf verscnal satisfaction that they were continuing to play a constructive
role in netional life, and to enable them to support themselves and their families.

25. lastly, it was essential that the 'orld Assembly on the [lderly should result
in vractical rmeasures to irnrove the situation of the elderly and the ared in
all parts of the world.

26. ir. DAULTANA (Pakiston) said thet his Government attached the utmost
importance to policies and nrorrammes feor youth and was maling every endeavour to
enable the young, wno were the decision-makers of the future, to play a pvositive
role as of now in the social and economic develooment of the country. To that
end it had estatlished a separate ministry te deal with the problers of youth and
student affairs and had crested a national youth crpanization in order to prorote
contacts between the vouth of Pakistan and that of other countries.

27. #As a sponsor of General fsserbly resclution 33/7 of 1078, his delegation
supported the Secretary-Ceneral's recormendation that 1985 should be designated
International Youth Year. That 'rould bring into focus the rroblems and needs

of youth and would ficilitate the formulation of policies for dealinr with the
problers of younr people vhich would result in the realization of the full potential
of youth in all spheres of international activity.

28. In that context special attention should be given on both the natioral and
the internatiuvnal level to the problems of youth in the developins countries,
vhose resources were as yet inadeouate.

22. 1In addition, his delepation fullv surnorted the adootiocn of a convention on
the rights of the child.
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30. VWhile the vnroblems of the elderly and the aped were less acute in Pakistan
than in other countries, the farily system was undergoing chanre as a result of
industrieslization and urbanization: accordinply, the Governrment had formulated a
programme of action rimed at resolvins the special problems of the elderly. Tt
vas also trying to robilize vublic opinion and to encourafe non-governmental
organizations to prorote bprorr-~mmes airmed at improving existing facilities for
the elderly and the nged ond it wvould support all efforts of the internationnl
communiiy in thet rerard.

31. !Mrs. ATKINS (United States of America) caid that although the international
cemmunity should seclt to irprove the quality of lif: for all members of society,
in its efforts to redistribute resources and wealth more equitably, it should
focus particular attention on the needs of certain groups that were cften
overlooked in the peneral context of social and econcmic develrprent. The
elderly, the disabled and the youne were examnles of such groups.

32. The number of elderly persons was increasing rapidly all over the world as
a result of modern scientific teciiniques and improved medical care. Governrents
and the international community must focus their attention on them.

33. The United States Government was planning to hold a White House Conference
cn the Elderly, in 1981, and was thkereforc keenly interested in the work carried
out by the Centre for Gocial Development and Humanitarian Affairs in preparation
for the World Assembly on the Flderly, tovards which it had contributed
$250,000. Her delegation wculd like to add another topic to those propesed in
the draft programme for the "orld Assembly - health, housing social welfarc,
income security, cducation and family - namely, "employrent and retirerent”
since that vas a subject of concern to btoth fovernments and citizens.

3k,  Her Government strongly supported the policy moals of the International
Year of Disabled Persons as set forth in General Asserbly resolution 3L/15k.
It had established a Federal Interarcncy Comrmittee for-the Year, which involved
some 30 government apencies and was supported by an eipht-nerson scretariat led
by a disabled person. In addition, it had apvealed to #1l non-povernmental
orpanizations across the United States to contribute to the International Year
of Disabled Persens and was developing a vast redia campairn in that connexien.

35. VYhile rost of the recorrmendations of the "dvisory Comnmittee for the
Internationnl Year of Disabled Persons - of which bher countr wns a member -
ere deserving of implementation, there were several vhich her Governren'. viewed
as excessive. Onc of those was the proposal to orpanize a Vorld Conference on
Disabtled Persons in 1001 or earlv 10R2. At no tire curinr, the debates i the
General fssembly and the Feonomic ard Socizl Council on the subject had there
been any auestion of both observing an international yenr and holding a world
conference on disabled persons. Her Government could not arree to the
recorrendation of the Advisory Committee, perticularly since vursuant to
resolution 36/15h an international symposium of experts on technical assistance
in the field of disability was scheduled for 1081,

[eos
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36. It was unfortunate that there were no cisabled versons in the Secretariat
which was responsible for irmplementing the goals of the Irternational Year for
Disabled Persons. Ioreover, access to the United Nations headouarters buildinss
in both Vienna and New York was extraordinarily difficult for disabled persons.

That shonuld be rectified as soon as nossible.

37. Turning to the question of the preservation and further cdevelopment of
cultural values, including the protection, restitution and return of cultural

and ertistic property, she said that her deieration suprorted the principle of
restitution and had said so vhenever the issue had been raised. lowever, it vas
opposed to any oblipation for restitution that went beyond the 1070 URESCO
Convention on the Ileans of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, cvpert
and Transfer of Cwnership of Cultural Proverty, in rerard to vhich it had started
the ratification process.

38. The United States had been in the forefront in furthering international action
to preserve and protect mankind's natural and cultural heritage, having taken the
initiative on the World Heritage Convention. In addition, its judizial systenm
provided redress for those who alleged that their nroperty had been stelen. It
would continue to co-operate with individual nations in that rerard.

39. Concerning the issues of youth, her delepation felt that all i‘erber States
should participate actively in the observance of the International Youth Year
throuph an exchange of information on approaches to the problenms of youth that
were responsive to their needs. It shared the view that direct narticipaticn
of youth in the Year vas important and believed that grenter erphasis should be
placed upon activities supportive of adolescence in transition to adulthcod n~nd
less upon the correction of deviant behaviour. Increased opportunity should
also be provided for youth to participate in the United Mations Volunteers
programzme and her delegation strongly supported the role of UiV at the national
level, especially in pilot projects in the development field, as called for in
General Assembly resolution 31/131.

LO. The United Mations should focus on the problem or anernloved youth in both
develeped and developinp countries during the next several years and forrulate
recomrendations for action at the national level. Her deleration was nleased to
learn that the Advisory Committee tor the International Youth Year had beer
appointed and that it would meet as early as feasible in 1081. It looked forvard
to participating actively as a rember of the Committee.

51. Mr. TARASTOUK (Ukrainian Soviet Socimlist Republic) seid that the remarks
nmade by most of the representatives who hed spolien on the situation of vouth at
the present session and at previous sessicns of the General Asserbly testified
to the rrowing interest of the international community in the needs of youth,
who represented a growing proportion of the world populatior. Ukrainian youth
particirated actively in building cornmunism ond made a valuable contribution to
eccnemic. cultural and scientific life in his country. The working

population of the Ukraine included six million young men and women Who £ *counted
for one out of every tvo workers in industry, one in threc in apriculture and
approximately 40 ner cent in the construction industry- alrost 50 ner cent of the
intellectuals in the Ukraine were under 30.
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L2, Younr Ulrninians could narticipate in the sports ard the cultural and
scientific activities of the various youth organizations of the Ukraine. By
freeinp rankind from nll forms of oppression, socialisrm created the conditions
necescary for the phvsical and sniritual development of youth. In that connexion,
he prointed ocut that the Ukraine had alvays sourht to irprove the living conditions
of students and schoolchildren: thus in its current five-year plan it had
allocated mlrost 120 rillion roubles to improving student housinp. Free education
was one of the major achievements of socizlism and testified to the interest which
the Soviet State took in the younpger generations. then they had completed their
prirary, secondary or advanced studies, young people vere entirely free to choose

their occupaticn.

L43. Under article 35 of the 1978 Constitution of the Ukrainian S5R, the minirun
age for marticipation in the election of members of the Supreme Soviet had been
reduced from 21 to 18 years, vhich showed the trust out in young people. The
latter were in fact represented by 107 members under 30 years old, who were
directly involved in the management of the ttate.

L4, Young Ukrainians particivated in the progressive international youth movement
which was fighting actively for oeace, security and co-operation, and against

a return to the cold var. They had been represented at the "oscow Olympic Games,
that important event in international sports, vhich had made it possible to
establish friendly relutions betreen tlic reoresentatives of young people all over
the world and had dermonstrated the will to foster rutual understandine and
friendship between peoples.

L5, In some countries, unrestricted srowth, inflation, unemployment., the
constant rise in prices and in the cost of education, and wage discrimination
were affectinm young people, particularly youns workers. The educational
discrimination apains* the workers' children ir those countrics deprived then of
the rossibility of becoming qualified specialists and rade thenm the victims of
capitalist expleoitation. For example, 40 ver cent of young people (80 per cent
of younr Blacks) were unemployed in the United States, That lack of prospects
led to o deterioration of the roral standards of young peonle, and the growth of
juvenile crime had become a veritable scourge.

LG. His deleration had already smolen in favour of holding the International

Youth Year in 1985, It welcored the establishment of the Advisory Cormittee for
the Year, and expressed the hope that, when drawving up the nrograrmre of preparatory
activities, its members would take into account the need to ensure that younpg
people nlayed an active rart in solving the most urgent oroblems of the modern

wvorld.

47. The Uxrainian SSR unreservedly supnorted the idea of strenrthening co-operation
aron~ young neople and their collaboration with the United Nations but, like other
delepations, it deplored the paternalist tone of some of the proposals on the
subject, especially those in Gencral fssembly resolution 34/163 and in the draft
additional guidelines for the irprovement of the channels of communication betwcen

l!‘-.'!-
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the United !ations end youth and youth erganizations annexed to it. The
activities of the United Nations in that sphere should be aired at forcing links
with youth orpanizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council and co-oneration prorrarmmes should relate to questions vhich werer of
real concern to young recople, such as the strengthening and raintenance of neace,
international détente, peneral end comnlete disarzament, the transformation of
international economiz relstiors on an equitable, democratic basis, and the
strugrle apainst colonialism, nec-colonialism, apartheid 2nd all forrs of raciel
discrinmination. The United lations should make nroposals concernins the real
problems of younsz people, such as their ripht to worl:, cducation and leisure,
their active narticipation in the life of society and their increascd contribution
to the protectior of the environment.

4L8. The Ukrainian SSR supported the vroposals made by some delerations concerning
the Informal '‘ceting of international youth non-governuental orpanizetions to be
held in Geneva. He expressed the hope that the discussions at that meetineg and
the preparations for the International Ycuth Year would move the Governments of
countries which failed to take account of the interests of yocunp veonle to adopt
specific measures to improve their situation.

L9. 1ir. SCOBLE (Australia) said that his delegation was alive to the fact that
the International Year of Disabled Persons provided an onrnortunity te enhance
the dipnity of the disabled and increase the choices available to them.
fustralia, like many other countries, had lonc concerned itself with satisfyin-
the needs of disabled er-service personncl, who had leen receivine socini
security benefits since 1G17. OCn the other hand, only over the mast feu decedes
had the Australisn authorities tlhourhit of nroviding similar advantares for other
disabled versons. The prirary focus of fustralia's social security arranceaents
for disabled —=ecople was on direct payrents to meet a variety of needs. In the
year 1970.1980, those direct benefits had cost over $900 million. In addition.
over one thousand separate projects, svonscred by non-rovernnental orranizationc,
werc supported financially by the Government.

50. Australia's orenmarations for tne International Year of Diszabled Persons
vere beins co-ordinated by the llational Advisory Council for the l'andicapped,
based in the Australian Department of Social Security. Cormittees had also been
formed 2t a nurter of levels. The Australian Covernment was ensuring that the
activities of the Year formed »ert of an inteprated, lonn-terr approach,
concentrating above all on brinring disatled peonle into corrunitv life and
enrenderinr reneved interest in the prevention of disability. In addition to the
ciphasis piven to projects which assisted in the detection of disabilities in
vounr. children, thus enablinr their fomilies to reduce the irpact of disability
in later life, the Australian Covernment was nlso concerned to ensure that
special consideration was extended tc those whose handicap vras conpounded Ly
already beinr in other disadvantaped proups, such as niprants, icpecunious

ared persons and the poor.

51. The fustralian delepation exnected that the Secretariat wvould 2o its utmost
to cnsurc the success of the International Year of Disabled Persons, and was

foos
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similarly looking forward to the llorld Assembly on the Elderly, to be held in 19B82.
It also intended to participate actively in International Youth Year to be held

in 1935, and was pleased to hear that agreement had been reached on the composition
of the Advisory Committee. It hoped that that Committee would be able to produce

a comprehensive programme of breparatory activities in 1981. 1In the course of

its preliminary discussions, the Committee might perhaps take note of Australia's
opinion that such activities, and those of the Year itself, could more effectively
and less wastefully be carried out a* ithe national and local, rather than the

international, level,

S52. His delepation also considered that the success of International Youih Year
could be ensured only by improving the channels of communication between youth
end youth organizations on the one hand and Governments and non-governmental
organizations on the other. Like many other Governments, the Australian Covernrent
had already begun to establish suitsble channels of communication. The Office
of Youth Affairs, which would co-ordinate the amctivities organized in Australis
during the Year, was charg:d vith four basic tasks: to co-ordinate the work
done by different povernment departments on youth matters; to ensure the liaison
between the Government and the non-governmental organizations on those matters:
to build a research and information capacity; and to advise the Government on
youth affairs. His delegation had also been gratified by the success of the
International Year of the Child and hoped that the work on the draft convention
on the rights of the child would soon be completed.

23. Although progress in the drafting of the Declaration on the Elimination of
All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Delief had so
far been slow, his delegation was pleased with the broadly-based support it had
attracted and with the interest shown in it by many developing countries. In

the light of the development of the situation over the past 12 months, & special
effort must te made to complete the drafting at the thirty-seventh session of

the Commission on Human Rights.

54, The Australian delepation attached particular importance to the protection
of those detained on the grounds of mental ill-health, which the Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of !Yinerities was stwdying in the
contt xt of the Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress

in th. Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind. In that connexion,
consideration should be given to the harnful effects of scientific and technologicel
development, including the infrinpement of the ripghts of the individual or of the
group, on respect for privacy and the protecticn of t'c human person and its
rhysical and intellectual intepgrity.

55. Mrs. CANTANDER-DOWNING (Secretary of the Committee) read out a list of the
countries which had Joined the sponsors of the following draft resolutions:
A/C.3/35/L.14 - Dominicen Republic and Venezuela: A/C.3/35/L.16 - Dominican
Republic: A/C.3/35/L.1T - Nali; A/C.3/35/L.20 - Deminican Republic; A/C.3/35/L.21 -
Dominican Republic: A/C.3/35/L.22 - Austria, Conpo, Dominican Reoublic, India,

Sri Lanka mnd United Republic of Tanzenia:; A/C.3/35/L.24 - India, New Zealand and
Nigeria; A/C.3/35/L.26 - Barbados, Congo, Dominican Republic, Guyana, Haiti,
Nigeria and the Sudan: A/C.3/35/L.27 - Afghanista and the German Democratic
Republic.

The meeting rose at 7.50 n.m.



