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Former article 19 (nm., article 20)

The Group considered former article 19 of the draft convention at its
6th "to 11th meetings on 1, 8, 14) 20 and 2;::> Novem1)er 1979.

It had before it the version of the article of the Commission on the
Status of Homen ,-lith amendments proposed thereto (A'/C.3/31.j)'\/G.l/CHP.l), a ne'\>!
S",edish nroposal (l,lith amendments to it) (A/C.3/31.J/1:IG.l/CRP.2/Add.2) and amendments
to l)oth texts proposed by Ecuador (A/C.3/3).j./HG.l/CRP.2/Add.5) Hhich Here later
replaced by a nelV' comprehensive proposal.

After considerable discussion as to vhat text Hould serve as a basis for
discussion, the Group to use a chart containing all three texts
(A/C.3/34rTG.l/CRP.3 and Corr.l) and to proceed Hith the consideration of the
various sections of the texts in the chart before them in Hhatever order the Group
may ,.rish to follov. It vlaS that those sections for vhich ar:reement could
not be reached ",ould be transmitted, in brackets, to the Third Committee.

t1easures at the national level

The 'Yorkin,q; Group considered the section on "Heasures at the national level"
vhich appeared in all paragraphs 1 of the three texts at its 8th meeting
(A/C.3/3h/HG.l/CRP.3 and Corr.l).

Various delep-:ations ,.,ere in favour of the Svredish proposal, vrhich Has
considered to be more comprehensive than the other tvo as it did not make a
reference to "machinery".

Brazil orally proposed the insertion of the 'oJOrd Hall" beti-Teen the Hords
"adope;" and "measures n and the deletion of the I"ords "including the establishment
of procedures".

S'·leden accented the Brazilian amendment and nroposed the insertion of the
"lord "necessary" l)efore the ,·rord "measures".

At its eighth meetinp;, on 14 November, the "Iorking Group adopted paragraph 1
of the S,·redish proposal as revised. The text reads as follo,·rs:

lIThe States Parties undertal<:e to adopt all necessary measures at the national
level aimed at achievinr: the full realization of the rir;hts recognized in
the present Convention. i:

Section on reports on implementation of the Convention

The Horl<:inp; Group considered the section on "Renorts on imnlementation of the
Convention" at its 8th meeting. This section appears in paragraph 2 of the original
version and amendments 'tlwreto, naragranh II of the Svedish nroposal (and amendment
thereto) and parap;ranh 2 of the Ecuadorian proposal (A/C.3/3 ll/FG.l/CRP.3 and Corr.l).
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The discussion focused on the Swedish proposal, in particular on
(b), and on the Australian amendment to it.

Concerninp: subparagranh (b) of parap;raph 4 of the Svedish proposal, views
were mixed regarding the issue of periodicity of reports. l/hile some delegations
"rere in favour of a four-year cycle, which would permit planning and implementation
of national measures, others ,·rere of the vie,·r that it should be a tiw--year cycle
in order to lJlace more pressure on States parties to implement the Convention.
A fe"r delep:ations felt that there 'tlas no need for reference to periodicity, as is
the case in paragraph 40 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The USSR proposed the deletion of the ,,'ords "every four years and ", so that
the subparagraph (b) ",auld read; 11 (b) thereafter "rhenever the (organ) so
requests ".

Bele;iuill proposed the insertion of the ,.rord "further" betveen the ,.ford "and"
and the vord '\lhenever".

The representative of NeH Zealand proposed the follovinr ,·rording:
"(b) thereafter at least every four years and further ,.rhenever the /J;ody7 so
requests!l .

At its 8th meeting on 14 November 1')79, the Horl\.inp: GroulJ adopted the ne",
verSlon of subparagraph 11 (b) proposed by NeH Zealand.

At the same meeting on 14 November 1979, the Horking Groun adopted
paragraph 4 of the S'.fedi sh proposal, as amended. The text reads as follous;

"States Parties undertake to submit to the SecreTary-General of the
United Nations for consideration by the {CormnitteJ, a reTJort on the
lep,islative judicial, adminis-trati ve or other measures vlhich they have
adopted to give effect to the provisions of the Convention and on the
progress made in this respect,

"(a) Hithin one year after the entry into force for the State concprned,
and

"(b) Thereafter at least every four years and further uhenever the
{body! so requests.

"RelJorts may indicate factors and difficulties affectinr; the dpg:ree of
fulfilment of oblip:ations under 1:he Convention."

Concerninr: the Australian amendment to the Svedish proposal, to insert a nevr
penultimate sentence readine;; "The /COffilUi ttee/ P1ay reCluest further inforlYlation
from the :,tates Parties", various deler;ations of the vie\-! that it either
dealt "rith a procedural matter fallinp: \·rithin the jurisdiction of the orrran to be

or that it i·ras "rronp;ly nlaced. Other delep:ations fully sUTJDorted
the amendment, ....rhich in their view, ,·Ias of a substantive nature and "'ould penni t
the establishment of a fruitful dialop;ue as betveen the orGan and the States
Parties.

Australia later "rithdrevl its amendment.
/ ...



Section on the body which considers In
inp: the CO_J2...'::.-ention -

The Uorkin,o; Groun considered the section on the "body '.Thich considers prog:,ress
in implementin,o: the Convention" at its 9th, lOth and 11th meetinp;s. The sec-tion
appears in naragraph 3 of the original version -- top;ether ",ith the Non7ep:ian
amendment - Darap:raph 2 of the S"Tedish proDosal - torether Hith the Libyan Arab
Jal'lahiriya amend-ment to su'uparar:ranh 2 (a) -- and parap;ra-ph 3 of the Ecuadorian
pronosal (A/C.34/HG.l/CRP.3 and Corr.l).

The \<!orkinp; Group first considered the 8J11endment of the Libyan Prab
Jamahiriya to subpara,o;raph 2 (a) of the S"Tedish pronosal.

There Has considerable discussion as to ,.,rhat should be the nroper number of
experts in the (body7. Some delegations favoured a 23-member body as proposed by
the Libyan Arab-Jamahiriya even if this added to the costs, as this number would
be more consonant vith the expanded membership of the Uni-ted Nations and ,wuld
permit a more adequate representation of -the smaller countries "Tithin the
requirements of e;eographic distribution. Other delep;ations were opposed
to the expansion of the membership of the body. I'Thile some of them favoured an
lG-member committee, the others, Hho o-pposf'd the expansion, -vrere of the vieH that
a ,o:reater number ,oJOuld conflict Hith the requirement of 20 States Parties for the
Convention to come into force under article 20, which had already been adopted.
Some members referred to the CERD Committee, which ,.,ras an 18-member committee,
and vhich had done an excellent ,job because inter alia it ,vas a smaller r;roup of
experts.

Follo,·rinE'; a sUGc:estion by France that membership could be enlar,n:ed at a later
stap:e, Sweden pronosed the insertion in paragraph 2 (a) of its m·m nroposal, after
the "70rd ;'consistinp:;" and the Hord "exnerts n, of the follo,·rinr: '.Jords: "at the time
of the entry into force of the Convention of eighteen and Fifter the ratification
or accession of the fortieth State Party, of tloJenty-three".

The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya accepted the S'·Tedish proposal.

The SHedish proposal '.;as later amended, after informal consultations, to
substitute for the number "fortieth" the number "thirty-fifth".

nonrav orally revised its amendment to narao-raph 3 of the oririnal version
to read as folloHs:

"Insert after the Hords Commission on the Status of \-Iomen the loJords or
other body under the Economic and Social Council that the Parties to thE'
Convention may nominate. Subsequent mention of the on the Status
of Homen should be supplemented by or thE' body- under the Economic and Social
Council."

The Horkinp: Group discussed subpara,n-raph 2 (",) of the S,·redish pronosal
relatinR to eXnenses of the body to be established (p/C.3/34/WG.l/CRP.3) at its
lO-th meeting.
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to the wish expressed by various delegations to be provined with
the financial implications of all three nroposals before them, the representative
of the Centre for Social Development and HUT'1anitarian Affairs explained that the
Secretariat I{ould be in a position to do so only when the proposals are formally
before the Third Committee.

The 1'!orl\:iDf<: Groun expressed its disappointment at not having been provided
with this information as it \-Jould have helped them greatly in the discussion of the
matter. It reCluested that this information be made available to the Third
Committee as soon as the report of the T10r16ng Group is transmitted to it.

An exchange of vie\-Js took lllace as to hOI" and by vhom the costs rep:ardinp" the
body proposed by Si'Teden should be borne. Regarding expenses other than services
there Has ap;reement that States Parties should bear such costs. Banr:ladesh
nroposed to use the formula contained in article 35 and 36 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights relatinr; to the expenses of the Human Rip;hts
Committee.

RepardinG the costs of services, vieHs were divided as to i"hether they could
be borne by the United l\Tations under its rer:ular budget.

No ae;reement vas reached on either of these issues.

At its lOth meeting, on 20 November 1979, the I·Torkinp: Group decided to
transmit ·to the Third Committee, in brad.ets, subparagraph 2 (g) of the SiVedish
proposal together Hi th the texts of articles 35 and 36 of the International
Covenant on also in brackets.

The ·texts transmitted to the Third Committee read as follo"\<Ts:
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Orir;inA.l version and 8.r;1pndments

IF-or the nurpose of considering the
pror;;rC"ss made in the ir.l.'plementation of
the present Convention by the States
'Parties, t.he Commission on the Status of
W'of:1.en shall es tllblish an ad hoc Groun

of 10 to 15 persons The'
GrouD shall be elected hy the Conunission
from (L"T1onr; its mm members \..lila are
Scates Pa14 t.ies to the Convention and
from un additional list of persons
nominated by States Pc-rLi es to the
Convention .tho are not members of the
Cormnission, consideration beinr.;: Riven to
the nrinci pIe of equi table geop,raphical
distribution a.nd renresentation of
differinp, lep,al systems. Those elected
to the Group shall serve in their

capacity and shall be elected
for a

Norvegian amendment as revised

"Insert after the .....ords 'Commission
on the Status of Women ' the yards 'or
other body under the Economic and Social
Council that the Parties to the
Convention may nominate.'" Subsequent
mention of the Commission on the
Status of Women should be supplemented
by HOI' the body under the Economic a.nd
Social

Swc-dis'n proposal and amend.ments thereto

(a) For the purvose of considerinv, the vrof,ress made in the
implementation of the present Convention a Committee on the

of Discrimination against Women shall be established
(hereinafter referred to as the Committee) ut the time
of entering into force of the Convention, of eif\hteen and after its
rati fication or accession by the ftb State Party l of twenty-
three experts of high moral and competence in the field
covered by this Convention 1 elected by States Parties from their
nationals 1 who shall serve in their nersonal capacity, consideration
being given to equitable geographical distribution and to the
renresentation of the different ·forms of civilization as \fell as tIle
princinal lev,al systemsi!

(b) '111e members of the Committee shall be elected by secret
ballot from a list of versons nominated by the States Parties. Each
State Party me.y nominate one !lerson from among its own nationals..:..!

(c) The initial election shall be held six months after the date
of the entry into force of this Convention. At least three months
before the date of each election the Secretary-General of the United

shall address u letter to the States Parties inviting them to
submit their nominations within t'Wo months. The Secreta.ry-General
shall prejJare a list in order of all P<'rsons thus
nominated , indicating the States Parties ",.!:!..ich have nominated
and shall submit it to the States Partiesif

(d) Election" of the members of the Committee shall be held at a
of States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United

Nations At that meeting, for which tva thirds of the
States Parties shall constitute n quorum, the persons elected to the

shall be those nominees vho obtain the largest number of
votes and an absolute majority of lhe votes of the representatives of
States Parties present and votingL(

(Tel The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of
four years. However, the terms of nine of the members elected at the
first election shall expire at the end of tva years; immediutely after
the election the of these nine members shall be chozen by
lot by the Chairman of the CommitteeLI

L(f) For the filling of casual vacancies, the State Party
expert has ceased to function as a member of the shall
appoint nnother expert among its nationa15 1 subject to the
approval of tho CommitteeL(

LTg) States Parties shall be responsible for the expenses of the
members_of the Committee while they are in performance of Committee
duties.:.!

LThe members of the Committee shall, the approval of the
General Assembly of the United receive emoluments from
United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the Ceneral
Assembly decide) having regard to the importance of the
Committee's

LThe Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the
necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the
functions of the Committee under the present

proposo.l

'Pa.rap;runh

IFor the purpose of considering
the made in the

of the nresent
Convention, an ad hoc Groun0' the Economic and Social Council of
the United Wations shall be
established consisting of 23 States

l'a.rtie5 to the Convention a.nd
members of the Council. Tn Lhe
composi ti on of ttle workinp,
GrouD, account shall be taken of the
nrinci-ple of equitable v,eoRranhical
distribution and the renresentation
of differinf, socio-economic and
lep;al systems,}

I
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Section on the report of the body Hhich considers prop;ress
in the implementation of the Convention

The Working Group considered the section on the report of the body which
considers prop:ress in the implementation of the Convention at its 8th and 9th
meetings. This section appears in paragraph 5 of the original version, paragraph 6
of the Swedish proposal together "lith the amendment to subnarap:raph (a) nroposed
by Australia and paragraph 5 of the Ecuadorian proposal and
Corr.l) .

Sweden orally proposed a revision of subparaQraph (a), arrived at in
consultation with various delep;ations, to replace all the "lOrds after "on its
activities and" by the words "may make su,o;r,estions and general recommendations
based on the examination of the reports and information received from the States
Parties. Such sue:;p;estions and general recommendations shall be included in the
report of -the {body! torrether with cOnLrnents, if any, from States Parties". The
Australian ame;dment to subparagraph (a) of the Svedish proposal vas later
withdrmm.

At its 9th meeting, on 16 November 1979, the \Jorkinp.; Group adopted the revised
Swedish proposal to be included in all three texts to be transmitted to the Third
Committee.

Rer;ardinp; subparagraph (b) of the S"redish proposal, Belgium orally proposed,
and Sweden accepted the addition of the Fords "for its information" at the end of
the subparagraph.

At its ninth meetinF\, on 16 November 1979, the Horkinp; Group decided to
transmit to the Third Committee the first sentence of subparagraph (a) of all
three proPosals in brackets, the second portion of subparap;raph (a) '\>rhich had been
ap;reed upon for all three texts without brackets, and all subpararoraphs (b)
contained in all three texts - the S,·redish text havinro been revised - in brackets.
The text of the section read as follows:

Grip-inal version

(a) /The ad hoc Group shall
report to the Commission on
the Status of Homen.!

Swedish nroposal

{The Committee shall,
throup;h the Economic and
Social Council, renort
annually to the General
AssemblyJ

Ecuadorian proposal

{The ad hoc Group
shall report annually
to the Economic and
Social Council.l

... on its activities and may make sur,p;estions and general recommendations based
on the examination of reports and information received from the States Parties.
Such sup;gestions and p;eneral recommendations shall be included in the report of the
{body/tor,ether with comments, if any, from States Parties.

/ ...



Orir5nal version

(b) {The Commission shall
transmit the report of the
Group, tor,ether with its ovm
comments, to the Economic and
Social Council.!

-·13-

SvJPdish proposal

{The Secretary-General
shall transmit the reports
of the Committee to the
Commission on the Status of
Homen, for its informationJ

Ecuadorian proposal

{The Secretary-
General of the United
Nations shall transmit
the reports of the
ad hoc Vlorl\:ine; Group
to the COmMission on
the Status of j'Tomen.!

Section on role of the specialized agencies

The Working Group considered the section on role of the snecialized
at its 9th meeting. The section appears in identical terms in parap;raph 6 of the
original version vlhich ,{as sli8htly corrected for the sake of conformity and
parap:raph 7 of both the Swedish and the Ecuadorian proposal (A/C.3/3LI/HG.l/CRP.3
and Corr.l).

The discussion centred on the second sentence of all three texts particularly
(i) on the functions of the reports of the specialized agencies, ,vhich in the view
of some delegations should be for the information of the /body! only, (ii) the scope
of the reports \Vhich, it vas felt, should not cover implE::.TJlentation of instruments
adopted by the specialized agencies but the convention itself and (iii) the_ _
advisabili ty of imposing an obligat ion upon the ae;encies to renort to the {body).

France, referrine; to the formulaGion of article 18 of the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rip:hts, proposed to replace the last sentence by the
follovline; text;

"The Lbodi! can asl\: the specialized aRencies for reports on the implementation
of the Convention increase under their auspices. 11

Sveden proposed a reformulation of the French -proposal as follo'·Js;

IlThe {body] may invite the specialized ar,encies to submit reports on the
implementation of the Convention fallin,a, vithin the scope of their activities.;1

At the 9th meeting on 16 November 1979, the T·-!orkinr. Group ado-pted the above
amendment proposed by Sweden.

At the same meeting, the Horking Group adopted the section on the role of the
specialized agencies, as amended. The text reads as follows:

"Specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the consideration
of the implementation of such provisions of the present Convention as fall

the scope. of their activiti<:s. The may invite the specialized
..l......+,-, .. .... '0-£

,{ithin the scope of their activities."


