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Former article 19 (now article 20)

The Working Group considered former article 19 of the draft convention at its
Gth to 11lth meetings on 1, 8, 1L, 20 and 22 November 1979.

It had before it the original version of the article of the Commission on the
Status of Women with amendments proposed thereto (A/C.3/34/NG.1/CRP.1), a new
Swedish proposal (with amendments to it) (A/C.3/3h/WG.1/CRP.2/Add.?) and amendments
to both texts proposed by Ecuador (A/C.3/34/WG.1/CRP.2/Add.5) which were later
replaced by a new comprehensive proposal.

After considerable discussion as to what text would serve as a basis for
discussion, the Working Group asreed to use a chart containing all three texts
(A/C.3/34/1G.1/CRP.3 and Corr.l) and to proceed with the consideration of the
various sections of the texts in the chart before them in whatever order the Group
may wish to follow. It was aecreed that those sections for which agreement could
not be reached would be transmitted, in brackets, to the Third Committee.

Measures at the naticnal level

The Working Group considered the section on 'Measures at the national level"
wvhich appeared in all paragraphs 1 of the three texts at its 8th meeting
(A/C.3/34/WG.1/CRP.3 and Corr.l).

Various delegations were in favour of the Swedish proposal, which was
considered to be more comprehensive than the other two as it did not make a
reference to "machinerv™.

Brazil orally proposed the insertion of the word "all' between the words
"adopt" and ''measures’ and the deletion of the words ‘'including the establishment
of vprocedures’.

Sweden accewnted the Brazilian amendment and nroposed the insertion of the
vord 'mecessary' before the word 'measures’.

At its eighth meeting, on 14 November, the Working Group adopted parapgraph 1
of the Swedish proposal as revised. The text reads as follows:

“The States Parties undertake to adopt all necessarv measures at the national

level aimed at achieving the full realization of the riphts recognized in
the present Convention."

Section on reports on implementation of the Convention

The Working Group considered the section on "Reports on implementation of the
Convention at its 8th meeting. This section appears in paragraph 2 of the original
version and amendments thereto, paragranh 4 of the Swedish vnroposal (and amendment
thereto) and paragranh 2 of the Ecuadorian proposal (A/C.3/34/WG.1/CRP.3 and Corr.l).
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The discussion focused on the Swedish proposal, in particular on
subparagraph (b), and on the Australian amendment to it.

Concernine subparagravh (b) of paragraph 4 of the Swedish provosal, views
were mixed regarding the issue of periodicity of reports. 'hile some delegations
were in Tavour of a four—vyear cycle, which would permit planning and implementation
of national measures, others were of the view that it should be a two-year cycle
in order to place more pressure on States parties to implement the Convention.
A few delesations felt that there was no need for reference to periodicity, as is
the case in paragraph 40 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The USSR pronosed the deletion of the words 'every four years and', so that
the subparagraph (b) would read: "(b) thereafter whenever the (organ) so
requests"”.

Belgium pronosed the insertion of the word "further'" between the word "and"
and the word "whenever".

The representative of New Zealand proposed the following wording:
"(b) thereafter at least every four years and further whenever the /body/ so

requests',

At its 8th meeting on 1L November 1979, the Working Group adopted the new
version of subparagranh 4 (b) proposed by New Zealand.

At the same meeting on 1L November 1979, the Working Groun adopted
paragraph b of the Swedish proposal, as amended. The text reads as follows:

"States Parties undertake to submit to the Secrevary-General of the
United Nations for consideration by the Lpommitteg/, a renort on the
lepislative judicial, administrative or other measures which they have
adopted to give effect to the provisions of the Convention and on the
progress made in this resvect,

"(a) Within one year after the entry into force for the State concerned,
and

_ (b) Thereafter at least every four years and further whenever the
/body/ so requests.

"Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of
fulfilment of oblisaticns under the Convention.”

Concerninp the Australian amendment to the Swedish proposal, to insert a new
penultimate sentence reading: "The /Committee/ may reauest further information
from the States Parties", various delemsations were of the view that it either
dealt with a procedural matter falling within the jurisdiction of the orran to be
established, or that it was wrongly nlaced. Other delegations fully surmorted
the amendment, which in their view, was of a substantive nature and would permit
the establishment of a fruitful dialosue as between the organ and the States
Parties.

Australia later withdrew its amendment.



Section on the body which considers progress in
implementing the Convention

The Uorking Groun considered the section on the "bodv which considers progress
in imnlementing the Convention' at its 9th, 10th and 11th meetings. The section
appears in varagraph 3 of the original version - together with the Norwegian
amendment - waragraph 2 of the Swedish pronosal - together with the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriyva amendment to subparasraph 2 (a) - and paracraph 3 of the Ecuadorian
proposal (A/C.34/WG.1/CRP.3 and Corr.l).

The Working Group first considered the amendment of the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya to subparasravh 2 (a) of the Swedish pronosal.

There was considerable discussion as to what should be the proper number of
experts 1n the Zbody/. Some delegations favoured a 23-member body as proposed by
the Libyan Arab Jamghiriya even 1f this added to the costs, as this number would
be more consonant with the expanded membership of the United Nations and would
permit a more adequate revresentation of the smaller countries within the
requirements of equitable geographic distribution. Other delegations were onposed
to the expansion of the membership of the body. While some of them favoured an
18-member committee, the others, who opposed the expansion, were of the view that
a preater number would conflict with the requirement of 20 States Parties for the
Convention to come into force under article 20, which had already been adopted.
Some members referred to the CERD Committee, which was an 18-member committee,
and which had done an excellent Jjob because inter alia it was a smaller sroup of
experts.

Following a supgestion by France that membershin could be enlarred at a later
stage, Sweden proposed the insertion in paragraph 2 (a) of its own pronosal, after
the word “consisting’ and the word "exmerts", of the followina words: “at the time
of the entry into force of the Convention of eighteen and after the ratification
or accession of the fortieth State Party, of twenty-three™.

The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya accepted the Swedish proposal.

The Swedish nroposal was later amended, after informal consultations, to
substitute for the number "fortieth" the number "thirty-fifth'.

Morway orally revised its amendment to narasraph 3 of the oripinal version
to read as follows:

"Insert after the words Commission on the Status of “Vomen the words or
other bvody under the Tconomic and Social Council that the Parties to the
Convention may nominate. Subsequent mention of the Commission on the Status
of Women should be supplemented by or the bodv under ithe Tconomic and Social
Council.”

The Working Group discussed subparapraph 2 (&) of the Swedish pronosal
relating to expenses of the body to be established (A/C.3/3L/WG.1/CRP.3) at its
10th meeting.



Referring to the wish exvressed by various delegations to be provided with
the financial implications of all three nproposals before them, the representative
of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs explained that the
Secretariat would be in a position to do so only when the proposals are formally
before the Third Committee.

The Working Grouv expressed its disappointment at not having been provided
with this information as it would have helped them greatly in the discussion of the
matter. It requested that this information be made available to the Third
Committee as socon as the report of the Working Group is transmitted to it.

An exchange of views took mlace as to how and by whom the costs regardine the
body proposed by Sweden should be borne. Regarding expenses other than services
there was apgreement that States Parties should bear such costs. Bangladesh
nroposed to use the formula contained in article 35 and 36 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights relatine to the expenses of the Human Rights
Committee.

Regarding the costs of services, views vere divided as to whether they could
be borne by the United Wations under 1its repular budget.

No agreement was reached on either of these issues.
At its 10th meeting, on 20 November 1979, the Working Group decided to
transmit to the Third Committee, in brackets, subparagraph 2 {g) of the Swedish

proposal together with the texts of articles 35 and 36 of the International
Covenant on also in brackets.

The +texts transmitted to the Third Committee read as follows:



Original version and amendments

3wedish proposal and amendments thereto

Tcuadorian proposal

Paragranh 3

[for the nurpose of considering the
progress made in the implementation of
the present Convention by the States
Parties, the Commission on the Status of
Women shall establish an ad hoc Group
consisting of 10 to 15 persons. The
Grour shall be elected by the Commission
from among its own members who are
States Parties to the Convention and
from an additional list of persons
nominated by States Parties to the
Convention who are not members of the
Commission, consideration being given to
tne principle of equitable geopraphical
distribution and revresentation of
difrering lepal systems. Those elected
to the Group shall serve in their
personal capacity and shall be elected
for a two-year term./

Norvegian amendment as revised

"Insert after the words 'Commission
on the Status of Women' the words 'or
other body under the Economic and Social
Council that the Parties to the
Convention may nominate.'” Subsequent
mention of the Commission on the
Status of Women should be supplemented
by "or the body under the Economic and
Socinl Council™.

Paragraph 2

/{a) For the purvose of considering the progress made in the
implementation of the present Convention a Committee on the
Eliminetion of Discrimination egainst Women shall be estmblished
(hereinafter referred to as the Committee) consisting, at the time
of entering into force of the Convention, of eighteen and after its
ratification or accession by the thirty~-rifth State Party, of twenty-
three experts of high moral standing and competence in the field
covered by this Convention, elected by States Parties from amons their
nationels, who shall serve in their personal capacity, consideration
being given to eguitable geopraphical distribution and to the
representation of the different Torms of civilization as well as the
orincinal legal systems;/

/(b) The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret
ballot from a list of nersons nominated by the States Parties. Each
State Party msy nominate one person f{rom among its own nationals:/

/(c) The initial election shall be held six months after the date
of the entry into force of this Convention. At least three months
before the date of each election the Secretary-General of the United
Yations shall address a letter to the States Parties inviting them to
submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-General
shall prepare a list in alvhabetical order of all persons thus
nominated, indicating the States Parties which have nominated them,
and shall submit it to the States Parties;/

LIH) Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a
meeting of States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United
Nations Heedquarters. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the
States Parties shell constitute o quorum, the persons elected to the
Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of
votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of
States Parties present end voting;/

/Te) The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of
four years. However, the terms of nine of the members elected at the
first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after
the first election the nemes of thege_nine members shall be chosen by

lot by the Chairman of the Committee;/

[?T) For the filling of casual vacancies, the State Party whose
expert has ceased to function as a member of the Committee shall
appoint another expert from among its netionals, subject to the
approval of the Committee;/

[{g) States Parties shall be responsible for the expenses of the
members_of the Committee while they are in performance of Committee
duties./

[ﬁﬁe members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the
General Assembly of the United Nations, receive emoluments from
United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the General
Assembly may decide, having regard to the importance of the
Committee's responsibilities./

[Ehe Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the
necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the
functions of the Committee under the present Covenant./

Paragraoh 3

/For the purpose of considering
the progress made in the
imolementation of the nresent
Convention, an ad hoc Working Groun
of the Economic and Social Council of
the United Wations shall be
established consisting of 23 States
being Parties to the Convention and
members of the Council. Tn the
composition of the ad hoc Working
Groun, account shall be taken of the
nrinciple of eaquitable georravhical
distribution and the renresentation
of differing socio-economic and
leral systems./
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Section on the report of the body which considers progress
in the implementation of the Convention

The Working Group considered the section on the report of the body which
considers progress in the implementation of the Convention at its 8th and 2th
meetings. This section appears in paragraph 5 of the original version, naragraph 6
of the Swedish proposal together with the amendment to subvaragraph (a) proposed
by Australia and paragraph 5 of the Ecuadorian proposal (A/C.3/3L/WG.1/CRP.3 and
Corr.1l).

Sweden orally proposed a revision of subparasraph (a), arrived at in
consultation with various delegations, to renlace all the words after "on its
activities and" by the words '"may make supggestions and general recommendations
based on the examination of the reports and information received from the States
Parties. Such suggestions and general recommendations shall be included in the
report of the /body/ togmether with comments, if any, from States Parties"”. The
Australian amendment to subparagraph (a) of the Swedish proposal was later
withdrawn.

At its 9th meeting, on 16 November 1979, the Working Group adopted the revised
Swedish proposal to be included in all three texts to be transmitted to the Third
Committee.

Resarding subparagraph (b) of the Swedish propesal, Belgium orally proposed,
and Sweden accepted the addition of the words '"for its information™ at the end of
the subparagraph.

At its ninth meeting, on 16 November 1979, the Working Group decided to
transmit to the Third Committee the first sentence of subparagraph {(a) of all
three provposals in brackets, the second portion of subvaragravh (a) which had been
agreed upon for all three texts without brackets, and all submaragraphs (b)
contained in all three texts - the Swedish text having been revised - in brackets.
The text of the section read as follows:

Original version Swedish proposal Ecuadorian proposal
(a) lThe ad hoc Group shall [The Committee shall, the ad hoc Group
report to the Commission on through the Tconomic and shall repoEE_aﬁgﬁally
the Status of VWomen./ Social Council, revort to the Economic_and
annually to the General Social Council./
Assembly./ -

on its activities and may make suggestions and general recommendations based
on the examination of reports and information received from the States Parties.
Such suppestions and eeneral recommendations shall be included in the report of the
/body/ topether with comments, if any, from States Parties.
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Teuadorian proposal

Orieinal version Swedish proposal
(b) [fhe Commission shall [fhe Secretary-General /The Secretary-
transmit the revort of the shall transmit the reports General of the United
Group, together with its own of the Committee to the Nations shall transmit
comments, to the Economic and Commission on the Status of  the reports of the
Social Council./ Women, for its information./ ad hoc Working Group

to the Commission on
the Status of Women./

Section on role of the specilalized agencies

The Working Group considered the section on role of the specialized agencies
at its Oth meeting. The section appears in identical terms in paragraph 6 of the
original version which was slisghtly corrected for the sake of conformity and
paragraph 7 of both the Swedish and the Ecuadorian proposal (A/C.3/34/WG.1/CRP.3
and Corr.l).

The discussion centred on the second sentence of all three texts particularly
(1) on the functions of the reports of the specialized agencies, which in the view
of some delegations should be for the information of the /body/ only, (ii) the scope
of the reports which, it was felt, should not cover implementation of instruments
adopted by the svpecialized agencies but the convention itself and (iii) the
advisability of imposing an obligation upon the agencies to report to the /oodv/

France, referring to the formulation of article 18 of the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, proposed to replace the last sentence by the
following text:

"The /body/ can ask the specialized agencies for reports on the implementation
of the Convention increase under their auspices."

Sweden proposed a reformulation of the French proposal as follows:

“The /body/ may invite the specialized agencies to submit revorts on the
implementation of the Convention falling within the scone of their activities.’
At the 9th meeting on 16 November 1979, the Working Group adopted the above

amendment proposed by Sweden.

At the same meeting, the Working Group adovted the section on the role of the
specialized agencies, as amended. The text reads as follows:

"Specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the consideration
of the implementation of such provisions of the present Convention as fall
within the scope of their activities. The /body/ may invite the specialized

apencice ke eukmik repcrho on kb impleomandiakicn, A€ dkhe Qonscendisn falliag

within the scope of theilr activities.'



