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AGEHDA TTDM GO: TORTURE AIlD OTHER CRUSL, LNIMRIAN OR DICPADIHG TREATIENT OR
PUHISIERT (continued) (Af32/130 AFC.3/32/L.13, L.1k, L.15 an¢ L.23)

1. The CHaTIAY sugsoested that ip order to =eet the wrishes ermressed b o nunther
o Celerations in copsultations with her the Cenerel Asserbly should reguest the
Secretary- General to tronsiit the draft cofde of conduct in document A/377127 to all
Covernments for their corments, vhich should he considered by the Assemblv ob its

thirty third session,

2. It vas so decided,

7. The CPAIRMAY invited the Cormittee to tae un the draft resclutions under
azenda item G0 and anpounced thet Colonbis Costa Mieca, Lesotho and ‘ozsibicue had
hsecgme spongors of draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.13 and that Costa Rica =nd Cyvorus
had becose sponsors of ¢reft resolution M’l‘.: 3/372/L.23. Ghe then invited those
felegptions thet vished to Go so to sneall in exmlanation of vote before the vote.
and su;rested that all four <reft resolutions should be declt with in the same
steterent.

b, rx. LI "en-chuan {China) noted that ranv renresentatives had sternly condeined
the atrocities of the South African racist ré=iire vhose nersecuetion of the South
African black nationclist fishter, Stevhen Tilo, had resulted in his Ceath. Dis
Celemntion firmly summorted draft resolution AJC.3fI2/L.27 concernins that question
ant® wished to exmress its deepest symmathy in cornesion with Stechen Zile's
untimely death.

9. Stenhen Jilc had been the Fonourary Chairian of the Jlact: Pegole's Convention
of South Africa and the founcer of the Zovth Africen Students' erranization, as
vell as o leader of lops; standin- in the strus~le arninst the Sguth Africen
rémine, is death, which resulted from cruel trestient received in nrison, had
touched off nev developments in toe intensifvinm anti racist stru-nle of the
neamies of southern Africe. The Vorater ré~ine had rencted wvith sonic by
arbitrarilv banninz 10 anti apartheid orpanizations, closing &o'm two nzusoDapers
snansored by blacl. Africans anpd arresting well-nown olack lezdern. The use of
even cyrueler measures in the future 'ms threatened. Those atrocities showed not
onlv how brutal apd reactionary but also howr weal:, isolated and desnerate the
Vorster régine a3, The Azanian masges would rerain undaunted, hovever in their
heroie strucsle asainst the belepsuered reactionrries of the South African rérine.

. 3ilio and the recently arrested leacders had previously ensep~ed in An onen
struznle snainst aporiheid ond brutal recist rule, end although many of therm had
fave red pon--violent st :ltru.c._.lc, the reactionary authorities continued to arrest and
persecute then by violent aeans. Fron such experiences the Azanien neonle had cone
to realize that they could harbour no illusions about the extrenelv roactionary
recist répime and nust use revoluticnary vislence arainst reectionarr violence,
daly throush ared strucsle onm the nart of the broad rasses could they overthrow
the Lloody reirm of the South African racist rési=e,

7. Hlis felepation resolutely suprmorted the neonle of South Africn in their Just
strugrle for national liberatian. It called unon the South Africen euthorities to
f...
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nut an irmediate end to wue persecution of the nationalist Tiphters. to release ell
those arresteds and to ounish severely £11 those responsible for their deaths.

C.  ixrs. SEAHAYI (Fhilippines) was glad that the item on torture had been
nroninent on the Cormittee's egenda. Mer owm country protected hu—an rights,
especinlly those of persons held in custady for subversion, and took easures to
ensure that they would not be sublected to torture or other cruel treatment. In
the Fhilizrines no cpne was ever detained for hiz politicel beliefs, only for actual
crimes of vioclence coomitted against the public order. Her Government had, in faet,
requssted commetent non-governmental organizations concerned with the human rights
of detained persons to investigate the aituation in the Philippines, for it wvas
confident that they would find that those rights were being respected. Her
delenation would vote in favour of the draft resolutions under consideration.

9. .r. LOPATIA (Poland) said that his delegation would co-sponsor dreft

resolution A/C.3/32/L.13 becavae it agreed thet the world situation was ripe for

the preparstion of an intarnational convention on torture and other cruel treatment
ané that the Cormission on Human Rights was competent to prepare one. It vould also
vote for draft reselution A/C.3/32/L.1L ealling upon States to indicate how they had
implemented the Declaration on torture contained in Generel Assembly rescluticn

52 (3¥X). His delegation felt that the provisions of draft resolution
A/C.3/32/L.15 vere already covered in draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.1%, but it had no
objection in principle to it since Poland hed teken even stronger measures than
those called for in that deaft. It aleo sironnly supported draft resolution
AfC.3/32/L.23 in the hope of encouraring those who were fighting for equality and
freedon in South Africa.

10. Mr. RIOS (Paname) said the fact that Panama had had no opportunity to
participate in the debate on torture did not mean that it wes indifferent to it.
On the contrary, Penama was interested in co-opersting in every possible vay to
elirinate that abhorrent practice and would strongly support the draft resolutions
relating to it. It was essential that the internatiopal commmity should take
mepsures to end that practice. Hodern technology had armed irresvonsible régimes
with sophisticated tools for inflicting increasingly refined cruelty on innocent
people. Torture wos imnoral, covardly and repulsive because it was practised
azainst defenceless persons and against political prisoners of conscience., Panama
itself had teken eappropriote messures to prevent its use, His delegation would
Join in sponsering draft resolution ASC.3/323/..13.

11. Mr. RUWMBOS (Venezuela' said that the fact thet he had not spoken in the general
debate did not mean that Yenezuels was unawvare of the importance of the question of
torture. is delegation would support mll of the draft resolutions under
consideration, but regretted that there wes no draft resolution proclaiming
unanimous rejection of torture.

12, Hr. HORDFIFELT (Sveden) thanked the reprezentative of Peru lor his conciliatory
spirit in refreining from subaitting an amepdment to the lourth preambular

perasraph of draft resolutien ASC.3/32/L.13, vhich reflected the work done by the
comzittee on Crime Prevention an? Control om the draft code of conduct (Af32/138),
and said that he homed that draft resolution wvould be adopied by consensus.

foos
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13, lir. VOLA (Custexela) gaid that his ow country's Constitution contained
nrovisicns aiued at the prevention of torture and other cruel treatient which vere
based upon the particuler conditions and traditions of Latin Amerieca. [is
delegation therefore joined many jurists in having reservetions with resmect to
the draft code of conduct for lev enforcement officiels (A/32/13<) in so far as it
might be inconsistent with nationel laws. However, it trould support all four draft
resolutions.

1k. Draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.13 was acfonted.

15. Ildss RICUTIR (Armentina) susmested that pararsroph 3 of draft resclutieon
AfC.3/32/L.1k should be deleted because it was & repetition of erticle 3 of draft
resolution AJC.3/32/L.13, vhich had just been ndonted.

15. Iir. SIDLESZ (Hetherlands) said that although he had not consuited the other
sponsars of draft resolution A/SC.3/32/L.1L, he felt that Arrentine's suggesticn wvas
logicel end wvould not object to it.

17. Draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.1L, as smenced, 'as adonted.

16, . SHIRROV (Union of Soviet Socialist Renublies), referrinc to draft

resolution A/C.3/32/L.15, suggested the deletion of mararraph I because it too
repeated the content of paragraph 3 of draft resolutiop ASC.2/32/L.13.

19, Draft resclution AJC.3/32/L.15, as soended, was adooted.
20. Dreft resalution ASC.5/32/L.23 wvas edopted.

£l. !'lr. FAURIS (Francel), speaking in ermlanation of vote, said that his delenstion
vould have abstained on draft resolution ASC.J/32/L.1% if there 1:a" been o vote
because althouch Freneh lesislation strongly econdemned and prohibited the use of
torture, the French Government could pot undertale, throush & unilateral
decleration, obligations vhieh, if incormorated into & convention, 'rould renuire
parlianentary action under French lav.

22. Miss RICHTEM (Arrmentina) seid that her felerstion had sunnorted draft
resolution AJC.3/32/L.1" because thet text auite properlvy recornized that no
prosress in dealing with torture and other cruel punishment was =ossible without
tae co-oneration of States. It bad reservations, hovever, 'with resnect to the
fifth preanbuler paracrach, viose reference to other entities exercisinm effective
nowver'’' wag eryptie, to say the least. %She alac had reservations regnrding the
gixth preambular paragranch because it hiad been deafte? wvith fanperocus ambimuity
except in the pore broadly vorded Frepch version.

23. Mrs. ICATCRI (Togo) seid that her delepation vould have abstained hed there
been o vote on draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.15% bhecause the Genercl Assenhly coule
not irmose the adomtion of & declaration of that !ind on +enber States. Toso had
always supoorted human ric<hts . but ench State rmst cecide for itsel’ hoow it srguld
imolerent then.

21, Mr. COATFRATE (German Deoweratic ftenublic) saicd ther his deleration heed
veleosped wnd sunoorted drsft resolution A/C.3/3%/0L.1% in the Move tE=t il would
encoura’ e nther Stoutes to assuwe the smae interpationn] Ie=n) ohliraiions with

f...
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respect to torture snd other cruel punishment that his own country had undertaken in
becoming a party to the Internatiopal Covenant oo Civil api Political Rights.

25. Mra, KING (United States of America) said that her delegation was pleased to
support draf*t resoclution ASC.3/32/L.23 beceuse it was a reninder that many persons
were dying under wnknown circumstances in South Africa as part of a pattern of
intimidation against freedom fighters.

26. Mr. SMIRKOV (Union of Soviet Socimlist Republics) said that his delegation
had not objected to the adoption without a vote of draft resolutions
AfC.3/32/L.13, L.1L, L.15 and L.23 because torture end other cruel treatment vere
incompatible with the very concept of husan rights. His delegation staunchly
supported draft resoclutien ASC.3/32/L.23 because it recognized the fact that thone
practices continued in Scuth Africa. Tt also regrettcd that Israel and Chile
continued such practices, ms part of a deliberate policy of stifling sspirations
to freedom. The international community must renew its condesnation of those
rractices and his delegetion felt that the draft resolutions under consideration
could be very helpful. The practice of torture vas already prohibited in the
International Covenant on Civil and Pelitical Rights, which wvas binding on its
signatories. The time had ecome to ensure that its provisions were scrupulously
obeerved,

27. Mr. RAKDTORAIVO (Madagascar), supported by lirs. HARICO {lali]), Hr. SADY

{United Reputlic of Cameroon), Mrs. HOUNGAVON (Benin) and Hr. RUMBOS ([Vepezuela),
said that he woguld have abstained if there had been a vote on draft resclution
AfC.3/32/L.15. The draft resclution called upon Governments to undertake a specific
¢bligation to make a unilateral declaration. He hed teen obliged to seck
instructions on the point and must therefore reserve the position of his Government.

28. Mr. McGREGOR (Canada) smid that hic delepation had been pleased to support all
four of the draft resolutions just adopted by the Committee. 'ith repgard to draft
resolution ASC.3/32/L.23, he said that the Canedian GCovernment regarded the
Government of South Africa as responsible for the death of Stephen Biko. He urpged
that Government to destiroy the vhole practice and nhilosophy of apartheid so that =
climate conducive to meaningfil and peaceful change could be created in South Africa.

29. Miss RUABAZAIRE (Uganda) said that, while her delegation welcomed the edoption
of draft resclution A/C.3/32fL.1L, she must nevertheless reserve her Covernment's
position on its fifth and sixth preasbular parapraphs.

30, Mr. SIBLESZ (Metherlands) said that the death of Stephen Bike had deeply shocked
the people of the lletherlands. His delegation supported in particular the demand
contained in draft reuclution A/C.3/32/L.23 thot all politicel priscners in South
Africe should be released without pre-conditions.

Jl. Miss BEAGLE (Mew Zealand), supported by Mr. O'DONOVAN (Ireland), said that her
delegation would like it to be confirmed that regerdless of the decision taken by the
Committee Lo delete parsgraph 3 of draft resoluties ASC.3/32/L.14 and paragraph b of
draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.15 the ites on torture would be considered at the thirty-
third session of the General Assembly in nll its aspects end not solely for the

purpose of reviewing the progress achieved in nccordance with draft resolution
AfT. 373201,
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32. iir. EDIS (United Kingdom) said that, in Joining in the sdoption of draft
resclution AJC.3/32/L.15, be hed wished to pleee on record that the United Kingdes
Governoent interpreted article 10 of the Decleration edopted by the General Assesbly
in resolution 3452 (30X), s bein- in conformity with common prectice in the

.nited Kingdom, vhersby the cosipetent authorities retained their discretion te
bring proceedings in eny particular case.

33, Hr. SAIGEAVOIGS (Lao People's Democratic Fepublie) said that his delegation
vould heve abstained if there hed been 1 vote op Graft resolution ASC.3/32/L.1k;
the sixth preasbuler parsgraph was unacceptable, ms it left the door open to
outside ipterference. Furthermsre, the procedure stipulated in paragraph 1 of that
draft resolution was too complicated for implementation by developing countries.

3. Miss SHAMKAR (Iren) seid that her delegation had reservations on the sixth
preezbular naragraph of draft resolution A/C.3/32/L.1L, as it was nct sufficiently
precise in its wording. Her delegation would not have agreed to the elimination of
parsgrach & of draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.15 if there had been any question that
discusgion of the iten on torture at the thirty-third session of the General

Assembly would be limited in any way.

35. xr. DOUXOUTE {Guinea) said that his delcgation had reservations om the sixth
presmbular paragraph of draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.1%, as well as on draft
resolution ASC.3/32/L.15: if there had been & vote on tihe latter draft resclution,
his delegation would have abstained.

3. rir. SANOM (Deputy Director, Divisicn of Huzmen Rigats), replying to the
representative of Hev Zenland, gaid that it vas his understanding that the iteo
vould be inscribed in the agenda of the thirty-third session of the Generel Asserbly
as ™Porture and other cruel, inauman or degrading treatzeat or punishwent”. The
views vxpressed by delegations vould be reflected in the annotated agends of the
thirty—-third sessicao.

I7. prs. KULKARNI (India) said that it should be made clear thot the item on
torture would be included in the arenda of the thirtv-third session of the
Geoeral Assesbly for discussion in detail rather than be kept licited to B Derc
review of vork in connexion with the proposed conventicn.

38. The CHAIRAAM sai¢ it wvas her understanding that the annotuted agendn of the
thirtr-third session of the Gencral Assembly vould make it guite clear that the
reports wnde- the itep took fully into arcount the requests of the Coomittes and
of the Geperal Assembly in relation to a1l the resolutions sdopted under the itek.
She hoped that that explesnation vould setisfy the Committee that the next
discussion of the item, at the thirty-third session, would deal with the speciflic
aspects of the subject reised in relation to each of the rezoluticns vhich had
been adopted.

¥, irs. KULYASMI (India) seid she was zatisfied with the Chairman’s statesent ond
-auwested that it showlu be felly reflected in the record.
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Lo. Iirs. COLLINS (Liberia) proposed that the word "apperent” should be iuserted
Fefore the word "ourder” in draft resolution AJC.3/32/L.23.

Ll. The CHAIRUAN said that, if the resresentative of Liberis wvished to nropose o
further apspdoent to a draft recolution already adopted by the Committes, she
should do so vhen the item vas raised in the plenary General Asseebly.

Lz. ilr. VINTCR (Chile) uid that bis delegation cust protest et the fact that the
represeatative of the USSR had talen edvantare of the discussion of th: item to
persist in s political ettack on his country.

L3, The CHAIRMA:! said thaot tie Cocmittee had concluded its considersticm of
iten ©O,

AGLTA ITEN] T6: ALTERUATIVE APPROACFIS AND WAYS AJD IEANS UITHIA THE ULITEDL
NATIONS SYSTLIL FOR IMPROVLIC TLE EFFCCTIVG ENJOYILNT OF HUMAE RIGHIS AlLD
FUUDAMEITAL FRCTDO.S: REPOPNTS OF iHL SECRCTARY-GFIERAL (A/10235; Af32/71, 178,
179 A/C.3/32/L.17).

Ly, .ir. SAWON (Deputy Director, Division of Huaan Jighte), introducing the iter,
said that it was en essentisl ospect of the process vhereby the Jnited rietions asd
been reassessing its role and orconizational structure. In such an ioportant field
as husan rights, it vas icportent to cxemine resulerly existing needs and polieles
in the search for effective umys and means of takin; ection.

5. The itern izd a long history. The General Assesbly had considered the guestim
of the creation of tne post of High Cousmissioner for Eunan Rip. ts frou its
twentieth to its twenty-eipnth sessions. In‘resolution 33 (IXVIIIJ, ths
Acsernly had reeffirmed its conviction that furtiior icesures should Bo considerce
ta ensure universal realization of huusn rights ono fundacentel freedos and had
decided to keep under review the consideration of rlternative approaches and weys
and peans within tie United setions systea for i.proving the ::"I'cct'.:‘ve en jortent
cf inucen rights and fundazental freedo=s. In resolucion 3221 (SRIA:, the

ansemhly had reguested the Secretorv=General to solicit tue views of lechber Statel,
the specialized agencies and regziomsl intergovernmental organizations on the_
subjcel, ang had also ipvited non-governmentzl oranirations Lo submit =Aterial,
The Cecretary-Ceneral®s report bosed on those views and material wes contained in
document AS10235. An upkisted version of that repart, subt:itted in accordance

with fzsembly resolution 3451 (:33), vas contained in document AS32/175,

Jocument AJ32/179 elso submitted in sccordance vith that resoluticn, contadned o
report by the Secretary=Genersl on the stotus of tie intermationsl coaveniicns

in the rield of hwasn rights for vhich e acted as depositary.

L&, He Lriefly outlined the structure of docurents AF10235 and AS32/1735, toth of
wiich folleved the same pattern. The various srerosals for neow instrg.ents wod
crudies (Af10235, paras. 9B-108, 132-133 ond 1i2-185; A/32/1T8, nares. So-0d

aig 13421170 Lisat serve ns e basis for future staneard-setting sctivities. it
hae tlso been suprested (4710235, rara. 113) tost work be undertalien te Jeterrine,
Lo tie basis of all Jnited .ations human riguaie instrunents, the fundasmentsl norss
wnich ecul? oe pecarded as perecitory norms of in.ernational huean i Lts lav.
shnt weuld sale it possille for States o Loy vhere Lhey steod and uvnat
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oblizations vere incuzbent upon them. The pruposals for intersessiopal activity

by the Cocmizsion on Human Rights (Af10235, paras. 109-122; Af32/178, paras. 20-Lk)
slso deserved careful consideration.

47. There appeered to be cuch merit in the suggestion (A/32/178, para. 65)
concerning the consideration of periodic reports on humen rights. The proposals
for & Dore careful evaluation of periedic reports received by the Commission on
Huﬁsg Richts (A/10235, pares. 134=139; A/32/178, parss. 63-67) also merited serious
study.

LB, ‘The proposals for the estmblishrent, in regions vhere it did pot already exist,
of regional machinery for the promotion of husan rights (A/10235, paras. §3-97;
Af32/178, puras. 107-111) might be especielly important ot the present time.
Regionel machinery could complement the work of the United NHaotions, providing
hotopenecus settings for the considerstion of local and regicnal human rights
questions. Such machinery, which already existed in Latir America, Europe and

A:u@ countries, could slso erhance co-ocperation between the United Hations and
regional organizations. .

L%. The sdvisory services component wms one of the most important parts of the
human rights programme; education, treining and dissewination of information were
vitel in eliminating the root ceuses of human rights vicloations. The Assembly
nipht therefore wish to give particular attention to that enpect of the

programoe {Af10235, paras. 186-188 end 151-193; AS32/178, paras. 118-123 and 130).

50. Toe Divizsion faced a particular difficulty in icplementing its prograczme of
adviscry services, vhich had been drastically cut back to the point where the very
existence of the progrecme was endengered. That gquestion was particularly
deserving of attention by the Genersl Asseably.

1. The Assembly might also wish to> bear in mind the parallel consideration being
given in the Commission on Human Dights to the gquestion of “Further proootion and
encouragenent of human rights and fundamental freedoms, i~ Juding the question of
the prograzme and methods of work of the Comzission", m question which had been
before the Commission for several years. The views of liember States on that
gquestion had been submitted to the Cocmission in document EfCH.L/1168 and Add.l-3.
The Secretary=-Genergl had nlso submitted to the Commigssion, at its request, five
reports (E/CN.L4/1180-1193) concerning verious human rights matters. One of those
reports (C/CH.L/11E0) surmarized the deliberations and decisions of the Seneral
Assepbly copncerning alternative approaches and vays oand peans of improving the
snjoywent of human rights.

2. He drew attention to the provisions of Econcmic and Social Council

resclution 1992 {LX). cocncerning the methods of work of the Commission on Human
Rights, and to document C/CN.L/12L3, contmining the report of the Buresu of the
Comzission. He also drev attention to decision & (XXXIII), in which the Commission
hed reguested the Secretary-Ceneral to subnit a repcrt analysing the pronosals put
forvard in connexion with the further promotien of human rights; it had alse
decided te establish at its thir y-fourth session B workine group to study :hat
repeft and to subsit recoEmendations.
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33. The entry intec force of the Internationel Covenants on Humap lights and the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishzent of the Crime of
Apartheid, and the coming into operation of the Hupan Rights Committee, had beea
malor steps forward. He did not think, however, that any existing procedures
could be said to have become obsolete; they gll hed their distinct roles and the
need for them would continue in the foreseesble future.

OTHER MHATTERS

Sk. ifr. VOICU (Romania) pointed out that the Firth Committee, in its consideration
of the proposed programsme budget for the biennium 1978-1979, had before it

documert ASC.5/32/26, relating to the implications of the recommendations of the
Committee for Progracme and Co-ordination (CPC). Paragraph 9 (a) of that

docusent contaiped the Secretary-General's proposels for ioplementing the
recommendations of CPC on the gocial development and humenitarien affairs
progrezmes. The proposals in subparagraph 9 (a) (i), if adopted, would curtail a
nusber of activities related to youth.

55. The resson why he vas drewing the Committee's attention to those proposcls
was that, since the Third Committee would shortly be discussing the guestion of
youth vnder agenda item 8L, hiz delegation wished to appeal to all intereasted
mechers to contact the Fifth Committee in order to request it to refrain from
taliing & decipion until the Third Committee had concluded its copnsideration of the
question. That procedure would sccord with established practice.

56, Mr. SHARAHI (Philippines), Mrs. de BARISH (Costa Rica) and
srs. BEXTRAGD de BROMLEY (Honduras) supported the proposel by the representative
ef Nozania.

5T. Miss CAO-PINNA (Italy] alsc supported that proposal. At the same time, she
wished to point out that other programmes were also in danger of being domgraded.
For exnmple, the proposals in document ASC.5/32/26, paragrapk 9, would alao affect
the European Sgeial Developoent Prograsmse.

58. Eﬁe feclt that the matter night e teken up under item 12, on the report of the
cconomic end Spciel Council. In her view, the recommendations adopted by CPC vere
premature, since the question had not been fully explored by the competent body,
which was the Third Committee.

The oreting rose st 5.25% p.o.




