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The oreting vas called to ordes at 10.30 n.3.

AGENDA ITEM 77: CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTAOL (comtinued) (Af32/3, chap. VI,
sect. A, A/32/163, 1/32/199; EfCH.5/535; A/C.3/32/5 and Corr.l; A/C.3/32/L.18,
L.19, L.20, %..21, L.22 and L.2L)

1. lr. OZADOVSKY ekrainien Soviet Sociamlist Republic), introducing drart
resclution AFC.i732/L.15 on behslf of the sponsors, said that the draft ‘
resclution was mainly procedural, its prircipal aim being to improve Upited ilations
action in the field of crime [ evention and control. Its provisiras were clear and
self-explanatory. The preamble noted that crime haspered the econozic, social and
cultural development of peoples and threatened the enjoyment of fundapental rights,
reaffirmed the right of each State to formulete its own policies in the field of
crime prevention and contiol, and noted the importance of co-operation among Mexber
Sestes and the need to co-ordinate the actiot of United Hations bodies in that
field.

2. FReading out the oper=tive part of the draft resolution, he pointed out that?
marsgranhs 1 and 2 snsght to ensure the participation of the competent
intergovernmentsl oryans, in particular the Committee on Crime Preventicn end
Control, the Commission for Social Development and the Lconomic and Social Council
in the preparation of the United Hations Congreszes on the Prevention of Crime en.
the Trestzent of Offenders.

3. The sponsors of the draft resolution had held consultations with many

deleg “funs and with representatives of the regiomal groups and they had taken into
seepunt all the suggestions that had been smde. They were alsc ready to consider
the amendments which had been proposed. He expressed the hope that the draft
resolution would be adopted by CONaensus.

L. Mrs. PAPAEFSTATHIOU (Greece) said that the tventieth century was marked by a
pusber af evils - aleoholism, drug sbuse apd violence, to mention only a few -
which had led to an increase in crize. PRapid industrislization and the alienation
of individuale and groups had been generally recognized as being among the main
causes of that situation. Moreover, as a result of the speed of cormunications,
certain manifestations of crime {(smuggling, drug trafficking, the theft of works of
art, currency speculation) nov wvent beyond national frontiers. Although crime
assuzed different forms in different countries, it should be possible to devise &n
integrated approach to the proble=.

5 Internaticnal co-operation in the field of the prevention of cioime and the
treatment of offenders had been a concern of the United llations since 19L6. The
First United Fations Congress on the Frevertion of Crise and the Treatment of

Of fenders had been held in Geneva In 1335, Since that tises, ooe of the zajor
concernd of the United 'iations had been to clarify the relationship between crioe
ard socio-economic development. !loreover, in the Tield of the administration of
Justice, it had adopted a number of instruments (the Univeraal Declaration of Huzman
Righta, the International Tovenant on Civil and Folitical Righis, the Standard
dinimmm Rules for the Treatsent ¢f Frisoners, etc.) the provisions of which were now
irpcluded in the legisletion of a larse mumber of countries. The United fMations also
played an ixportant role in the rrovision of technical assistance and the
elaboration of poliries. /
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£. The reports before the Committes (A/32/199 and E/CH.5/57%) showed that there
wvas & real escalution of crime in the world, that the problem affected all
countries, and that the traditional means used to cozbat it wvere proving ipadequate.
Thus, there wvas s need, clearly emphasized in dreft resolution 3 in documen®
AS32/163, to strengthen internationsl co-operation in that field in order to devise
joint solutions. In thot connexion, she was gratified to note that the Committee
on Crime Prevention and Control had been eble to prepere a draft code of conduct
aimed at preventing corruption, the abuse of force or suthority, violence and
brutelity amsong lav enforceoent officials.

T Although Creece was not seriously affected by the problenm of crime, it
nevertheless believed that it was essentirl to promote exchanges of information in
that field, under the auspices of the United Hations. It wms important to make a
concerted atteck on the root causes of cripe, particularly since one of the main
geals of the Sccond United Nations Deve.opment Decade wvas the ioprovement ol the

guality of life.

6. lfr. SMIROV (Union of Soviet So~imlist Republies) reiterated his country’s
position of principle, which had already been stated in detail at the Fifth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crize and the Treatment of Offendera, on the
role vhich the United lintions should play in that field: it should develap
co-operation emong Member States apd strergthen the sctivities of crgans concerned
with crize prevention. In so doing, the Upit=d lations should be guided by the
provisions of the Charter, in particular the principle of non-interference in the
interpal affeairs of States. The frequently edduced theory that urbanization and
industrial development were the root causes of cripe hesd no scientifie foundation.
The causes of erime lay in social and economic conditions mpd in the diviesion of
society into classes. Crime had different characteristics in different countries
anl the pethods adopted to eradicate it therefore also varied from one country to
ancther. The elatoration and applicetion of those methods == the prerogative of
States.

9. His delegation cculd not accept the thesis in the report of the Secretary-
Gereral (A/32/193) that as societies coanged, expanded and developed, crime assumed
new dimensions and new forms. That thesis led to erronecus cobclusions regarding
the inevitable nature of crime. Horeover, in view of the method sdopted in the
report, it was not possible to drav well-founded copclusions on which appropriate
proposals zould have heen based. In parsgraph 36, for exaonle, the attempt made to
view crize in = spcic-=conomic context wvas too timid.

10. Im the Soviet Unien, the Great October Fevolutiorn had eliminated the
fundamental causes of crime by abolishing the former ¢lass structire. [Drug abuse,
counterfe ting, and professiocnal crime wvere unknown. As for gangsters, they were
kncwn to the Soviet people only through files and detective stories from the Western
countries. The healthy atmosphers which prevailed in socialist society had
contributed to the climination of the anti-sccial phenooencon of crime. Crime
control vas tased on the reinforcement of socialist lav and o~der. The nev
vonstitution eophasized that all State organs, all collective crpanizations and all

faoa.
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citizens vere bound to respect the lav., Moreover, the Soviet Union had launched a
genuine socinl erime prevention programe as part of the national economic and
socinl development effort.

11. His delegation agreed to the presmble to dreft resolution B in document
Af32/163, but it had certain comments to make regarding the gperative part. For
exazple, chapter I of the report of the Fifth Congrecs contained a szeries of
recommendations which fell within the competence of the Committee on Crime
Pre~ention and Control, the Commission for Social Development, the Commission on
Marcot,. Trugs and the Cosmission on Human Rights. It wvas therefore up to those
organs to eonsider the recommendations and to submit them to tlie General Aasembly.
Accordingly, the provision that the Secretary-General should transmit to the
Eronomic and Social Council and its Munctional commissions, as well as to all other
United Nations crgans and organizations concerned, those conclusiens of the Fifth
Congress that fell within their spheres of competence was sufficient. ‘“loreover,
the Commission for Social Development had barely considered the tuvo draft
resolutions in document AS32/163, He suggested that m small working group composed
of interested delegaticas should be establiszhed to draft the final text, taking
into account the propoced smendments (ASC.3/32/L.18 and A/C.3/32/L.20)}. The group
could alsc consider the draft resolutions submitted by various delegaticns.

12. He ohserved that since the United Hations had begun to denl with the problem
of erime prevention and contrel, on the basis of Guaeral Assembly resolution

k15 {V), the composition of the Organization had changed substantially but its
practices had changed very little. In particular, intergovermmental organizations
did not participate in the preparation of congresses oo erime prevention organized
under the mugpices of the United Hations. It wvas also surprising that the netionml
liberation movements were not invited to participate in the Sixth United llations
Coagress on the Prevention of Crise and the Treatment of Offenders. Referring to
docusent ASCONF.BT/INF.1, he chserved that no decision had been taken regarding the
date and venue of that Congress either by the Gereral Assembly or by other United
Nations orpans. Moreover, the sgends had been established in advance, vhereas thet
question still had to be considered. Lastly, the rules of procedure vere very
different from those of other similar meetings organized under United Naticnos
auspices and it wvap no mere chance that the Fifth Congress had recommended the
revision of the rules of procedure of the Congresses with e viev te bringing them
into line with the practice fullowed in the United Hations. ‘'loreover, the mexbers
of the Committee on Crime Prevention end Control were appointed by the Economic and
Social Couneil on the recocmendation of the Secretary-General, vhereas they should
be elected opn the principle of eguitable geogranhical distritution. In wiew of
those comments, hip delegation supported draft resclution ASC.3/32/L.19.

13. The Soviet delegation was not oppesed to the substance of dmaft respclution
AFC.3732/L.21, but felt that some amendzents should be cade to the text in order to
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improve the vording. Th. fifth preambular paragraph, vhich had no direct bearing
on the substance of the gquestion, should be deleted. Faragraph 1, vhich was nct
gufficiently specific, could be worded as follows: "Recalls that, in accordance
with General Assesbly resclution 2857 (XXVI) and Econcmic end Social Enu.nﬁil
resolucions 1576 (L), 1TL5 (LIV) eand 1530 (LVIII) the eain obJective ... .
Operative paragraph L should be addressed to the Cammittee on Crize Prevention and
Control rather than to the Sixth United Nations Congress on the Frevention of Crize
ppd the Treatment of Offenders. It could be worded es follows: "“Proposes that the
Cosmittes on Crime Prevention and Control should discuss, ...". Lastly, it was too
early, at the present stage, to establish the priority to be assigned to the
question of capital punishment. He therefore suggested that, in onerstive ]
peragraph 5, the words “with high priority” should be replaced by the wvords "with
suitable priority”. He was ready to teke part in consultations to consider the
draft resclution further, so that it could be adopted without a wvete.

1. Mr. DAGRA (Niger) said that, as was rightly pointed out in the Secretary-
Genernl's report (Af32/199), as societies changed and developed, crime assumed nev
dimensions and nev forms. It was therefore only natural that the interpational
comunity ghould be increasingly concerned with means of controlling crime.
Whatever forms it took, and vherever it appeared, crime reflected a crisis in
society.

15. Each State had the right, as vas stated in document Af32/199, to formulate and
implement, in =ccordance with its own eonditions and pational requirements, the
rolicies and measures necessary to prevent crime. Higer, being concerned about its
developeent, lad opted for a policy of both prevention end cure for the probles.
The Governmert hed set up n Re-education Centre for minors which smve them
vocetional “reining and t.ught them ebout national realities, in order to heal the
sears of the cultursl agegression committed spainst the developing countries. His
Government's ehofce reflected its Cirm determination to ermdicate from
post-colonial society such problems as illiteracy, unezployment, exodus from rural
areas, ete,, which led to a decline in morals and encouraged wayvard behaviour and
anti-socinl acts.

16. Crime had nov assumed world-wide dimensions because of the permeabllity of
frontiers, vhich necesaitated real international co-operation. His country woul-d
welcoze any initistives, particularly from the United Hations, vhose role in that
field wes irreplaceable.

17. Wr. MeGRECOR (Canada) said that consideration of the iter n crime prevention
and contrel involved discussion not only of the phencmencn of rime but of means to
prevent crise, of lav enforcesent, of treatment of offender. and of judicial
procedures. The forms and extent of criminal activity +2r particulsr te each
society. Therefore varistions in methods of crime prevention should be expected.
Ever 50, the poal should be justice and respect for th-~ human rights of oll.

19. Punishzent plone hed proved ineffective to elimimate erize. Its social
origins =ust slso be attacked. Crime wvas a syompto~ of scriety's problenms, such as

F
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~copomic and social inegquality. Despair over lack of copportunity could well be at
the 100t of juvenile delinquency, in vhich case the solution would be to provide
Jobs and equal opportunities for all. A new international ecoromic crder would
perhaps nct be sufficient to epsure s crimeless society, but it was certainly an
eszentinl step towards that goal. It was cssential to co-operate at the
interprational level to defent international crime, but it was smlso necessary to

promote apd proserve Justice.

15. Every Government had an chligation to ensure that people held in detention were
not subjected to eruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. Hovever mistreatment,
physical and psychological torture vere permitted to occur as s deliberate policy of
some Governments. When the question of torture vas discussed in terms of
priociples, no one made any effort to defend it, but there vere some who argued that
the intermational community's concern about the practice of torture wvas an
infringement of their national sovereignty. His delegation believed, to the
contrary, that the international comounity had an obligation to be concernsd about
torture vwherever it ceowrred, mnd to do everything possible to elisinate the
practice. It therefore wvelcomed the three draft resclutions submitted to the
Committes on the sublect (A/C.3/32/L.13, L.1k and L.15). However it must be
realized that those resolutioos would mot put an end to the practice of torture.

It vas essentinl that the international cesmunity remained wipilant and contipued

te consider more and better ways of discouraging the use of torture.

20. Mr. HTAKIBIRORA {Burundi) szid that his Government shared the alarm of the
interwational comzunity at the rise in crime, Although Burundi was a very noor
country, with problems of flliteracy, inadequate hygiene and widespread
underemployment, erime was virtuslly non-existent in traditional scciety, vhere the
cocin]l prop of parental authority resained Cirm. In the towns, howvever, crine uvas
rife. His Government had taken strong measures to reduce the Tactors contributing
to ¢rime. For exagple, it hnd leid down strict regulstions governing liquor smles,
created community work camps for young peoole te restore contact with the
traditiconal seccinl envircoment and, in order to yreserve ancestral values, it
controlled cultural asctivities.

21. With regard to economic crimes, Burundi supported the recommendotion made by
the Fifth United Haotiong Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders in paragreph B of its report (A/CONF,56/10}. Economic criminality would
only be a minor problem if transmational corporations or poverful trading partners,
vhich oeezed immune frop the lew, vere not also involwved.

22. Since the newly independent and developing countries could not successfully
attack the problem of erime, Burundi fully supported the proposal concerning the
establish=ent of o United Nations institute for crime prevention and control to
service countries of Africa south of the Sahara. The institute would provide an
ppportunity for useful exchanges of informatiszn and experience with developed
couwltries. However, the lack of funds to help the repional institutes responsible
for studying ways and means of redecing crime vas disturbing. UNDP should pive
priority messistance to the Governments of African couniries south of the Sahara in
the event that the institute was established. In eny case, his Government wished
to make the best possible use of the scarce resources at its disposal.

foo.
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23, Co-operation vith the Western countries would slso be helpful fer the
eleboration of an internaticnal code of copduct for interpational teading partners,
which would spare the developing countries much trouble and annoyance.

2L, Among the Deasures epumerated in document ESCN.5/536, sociml control wes the
one best suited to th=: situation confroating Burundi. In the matter of the
admipistration of jJjustice, Burundi was guided by the general principles laid dowm
in most of the international instruzents adopte by the United Hations, including
the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. In the few ceses of
violation of those rules that had ocecurred, it had meted out severe punishment.
Alsc his CGoverament had just eastablished a Depertment of Administration and
Management of Prison Work, ond held regular semipars for judges and priscn

EOVEITOTS .

25. Him delegation welcomed the elaboration by the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control of the draft code of conduct for law enforcement officials, in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 3453 (XXX).” It was in favuur of the
draft resolution recommending the adoption of that code, vhich esppewred in

document EfCH.5/536, and of all the other draft resclutions end relevant smendsents
before the Cormittee.

26. He joined previous speakers in requesting that substantial sssistance should
be provided for the United Natiooms Trust Pund for Social Defence and for rogional
end interregicnal institutes for erime control,

27. The CHATIRMAN announced thaet Feroguay hed joined the sponsors of draft

resolution AJC.3/32/L.18.

28. Mr. YEFES ENRIQUEZ (Ecuador) expressed his appreciation of the report bty the
Secretary-General AJ32/108). The volume , importance and usefulness of the
information collected hed enabled & statistical survey to be made of the world
crime pituation which vould perve 23 & basis of comparison for subsaguent studies.

Most jzportant of ell, the information would provide an cpportunity [or analysis
af the underlying causes of crime s0 that they could be understood and remedied.

29. Ecundor endorsed the part of the report concerning Latin America, but felt
that the conceptual framevork could be improved and, ia particular, that account
should be taken of regicmel replies in order to ioprove the situstion described.
In that connexion, it would be very useful to convene s regiopsl preparatory
meeting in Latin Azerica before the Sixth United Nations Copgress on the Prevention
of Crime and Trestment of Offenders was held at Sydney in 1980, Ecusdor therefore
supported emendment ASC.3/32/L.18 to dreft resclution B of the Ecouomic and Social
Council (A/32/163). It also wished to place on record its extreme setisfaction
over the work of the Latin Azerican Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatoent of Offenders vhich, although only recently established, had held

four specielized ipternational meetings and provided technical assistance to
varinus countries in the region.

30. Eeusdor also supported amendment ASC.3/327L.20 to draft resolution B of the
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Eeonomiec and Social Couneil, It was, however, surprised that while meption was
pade of the Declaration on the Protecticn of All Persons from Being Subjected to
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhusman or Degrading Treatment or Punishzent, there wvas
no refersnce to the source of that Declaration, which was the fifth United Hations
Congreas on the Prevenmtion of Crime and the Treatmepnt of Offenders.

31. Ecundor had participated regulerly in United Hations ectivities designed to
elizinate capital punish=ent, vhich Ecuador bad abolished in 1906, since the
practice was a depial of the fundazental right to life, of all persons without
which the other fundsmental riphts which the iatermationsl community claimed to
uphold and mpply had no meaning. Besides, it had been amply demonstrated that the
death penalty had no deterrent wvalue "wt, oo the contrary, mede the criminal far
more dengerous. One could discourse indefinitely on the disadvantages and useless
eruelty of the denth pepalty end point out, for exmmple, that modern criminologists
considered that crime should be dealt with not Ly punishment but by a system of
rehabilitation and reintegration of the offender in society. He would merely
remark that in paragraph 177 {e) of its report {ASCONF.56/10) the fifth United
Hations Congress on the Frevention of Crime and the Treatzent of Offenders had
advocated sanctions that were less eggressive in their applicetion. All throse
ccnsiderations had led his delegation to Join the sponsors of draft resclution
ASC.3/32/L.21 which, it hoped, would receive wide support for basicamlly
bumanitarian reasons.

32. Hrs. Mair (Ja=aica) took the Chair.

33, Mr. CANTAVE (Haiti) said that eriminelity was currently reaching crisis
proportions. Crime was becomitig more frequent, core mobile and less easy to
control, core scientific and less remediable, more subtle and less secret.
Criminals were tougher, more sophisticated, better educated; vwiolence characterized
the most diverse types of erime. Given that multiplieity of aspects of crime,
there could be ne wniversnl sclution. reover, the problems of delinguency varied
dependinrg on the age of the iodividual and the environmen.. Hegardless of the
legal provisions designed to curb erimipal activity, the rate of crime was
increasing and, to make the problem more scmplex, everyone had within himself vhat
might be called "the seed of erime”: anycne could become a eriminal, because of
Jenlousy or ambition, for example. He felc, in addition, that a way must be

found to put en end to gomes of chance, usury and prostitution, vhich were the
pillars of organized erime, as also illicit treffic in drugs.

34, The guestion of criminality should be studied in depth from an objective

viewpoint. The problem of identification - vwhich was very important in the field
of eriminology because proceedings could not be instituted without sure knowledge
of the identity of the accused - had been solved only at the end of the past
gentury, thanks tc th2 stubborn efforts of Alphonse Bertillen ond Gerlton; similarly,
i* would teke yemrs of patient effort to reach the point wheére a method of crime
prevention could be rececmended in certesin countries,

315. To eschieve success in that field, it vould be necessary to solve the sajor
socinl problezs with the co-opersticn of the entire community. To that end,
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rehabilitation centres to wiich first offenders would be ment pust be established.
If they did pot subsequently correct their ways, the courts would apply the
provisicns of the lav of the country end, vhile respecting the fundemental
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and of eriminal Justice,
could impose severe penslties op recidiviste who constituted a danger to society.
The purpose of rehabiliteticn measures applied by the judicial suthorities should
be to prevent young people from going astray and beccming delinguent. Therefore,
civie apd moral education prograzmes in the schools should be expanded.
Freventative educational measures should te preferred to punitive omes. To
strengthen materis) security, raise the cultural level and identify those in need
of help so as to educate them and give them o sense of their human dignity should
constitute a progremme that could commapd the enthusisstic support of all who
sought & better world.

36, His delegation velcomed the report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Contrel (Af32/199) and whole-heartedly endorsed the ideas set forth in draft
resolution B centeined in docurent Af32/163, which it hoped would receive the

" support of all Hembers so that the Secretary-General would be ehle to take the
desired measures to prepare the Sixth Upnited Nations Congress on the Prevention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders. )

37. Hr. FAURIS (Framce) praised the quality of the documents before the Committee,
for they reflected st the international level concerns vhich were also felt in
France at the patiopal level: firgt and foremost, the need for scientific
expctitude, making possible s better knowledge of the realitis=s of erime, with a
viev to the adoption of appropriate ,clicies. France sought en objective approach
to criminality which would make it cossible, for example, to determine trends, teo
define types and categories, to estihlish the cost of erimipality snd to cake
studies on agpravating factors. He wished to stress the value of internstional
exchanres of technical knowledge and experience and he noted the unigue rele which
the United Nations eould play in that connexion.

38. Secondly, the international ceemunity's interest in vays and means of crime
prevention was shared by the French Govermment, vhich was seeking a better systenm
of tocial prevention of the phepamena of violence and delinquency. He cheerved

in that connexion thet the vhole orgenization of poeiety should be preventive,
including the femily, the scheol, employment, public services or legal rules. In
order to avoid excessive compartmentalization end ipadequate co-ordinetion in the
catter of crime prevention, it wpuld be necessary to recognize the omutual
interdependence of the various administrations which were engaged in social action,
including those in the fields of employment, Justiee, police, health, gocinl
affairs, youth and sports, education, culture, environment and public services and
guide their activities in the light of an analysis of social reality, at both the
naticnal and locel levels. Thus it was planned to establish in France a national
committee for the general prevention of eriminality - including representatives of
the parliscentary essemblies, local ccemunities, professions, trade unions and
representative mssocistions, as well as central administrations - which would be
entrusted with studying and proposing ceasures to be taken to ensure the better
manage=ent, in the short term, of the protection of the national cczzunity and, in
the longer term, to reduce the factors vhich propoted the emergence and development
of delinquency. At the local level, it was intended to establish decentralized

loee
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bodies entrusted with preventing the phencmens of viclence, studying their
manifestations and proposing resedies in the light of local conditions. Finally,

it vas planned to btrosden the role of the Judicinl ipstituticns, notably the
tribunaux d'instacce (cantopal courts), which were closest to the persons concerned,
To them would be entrusted, in sudition to their Jurisdictionsl functions, a
broader task of concilistion or even arbitration, of s non-binding character,

to vhich citizens could freely have recourse.

39. VWith referepnce to the report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Contrel

on its fourth session (EfCH.5/536), France would participate in the work of the
Sixth United "mtions Coogress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
pffepders {chap. IV). It had no objection in principle to the code of conduct for
lav enforcement officials {chap. V), =ll of the provisions of vhich were alreedy
ecbodied in France's internal lavs and regulations. With regard to the problem

of safeguarding humen rights in the administration of justice (chap. VI), he said
that French legislation was eptirely in conformity with the international texts

on the matter. In that coonexion, be observed that France witached the greatest
importance to the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons frog being Subjected
to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

LO. His delegaticn could not st that stage express an opinicn on draft rescluticon
AfC.3/32/L.19, vhich dealt with & very technical matter and called for a thorough
exemination. In any case, General Assembly resclution 41% (V) should continue to

be the basic text.

Ll. Hrs. PIZZANELLI (Uruguay) said that her country attached the greatest
importance to the question under consideration, for rampant criminality threatened
gneial stability, progrees ond econcmic development. In Uruguay delinguency wvas
nov declining and was con:’'ned primarily to adult males.

42. In the study of crime prevention, factors such ms economic planning end social
plunning, including urbanization, were of particuler impertance, for increasing
crize wvas linked to industrielization and urbanizstion, as well es to mass
migretion from rursl ereas towvards ipdustrimlized urban eentrea. Thers was no
universal sclutfon to that problem. Howvever, crime in its most dangerous forms
knew no frontiers, end international co-operation wves therefore imperative.

L43. She drev attention to the successful work of the United Nations Institute far
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in Latin America established
in 1975 in conformity with resclutions T31 F (JDWIII) end 1548 (L} of the Economie
and Socisl Couneil, which gave effect to n long=-cherished aspiration of the
countries of the region to set up & common fund of date derived from experience.
That Institute organized training progracmes for planners, administrators,
specinlized technical personnel and perscns responsible for formulsting poliecies
for the prevention of crime mnd the treatment of offenders, including theoretieal
and practical studies and courses, seminars apd symposiem, on such subjects as the
planning of socirl defence in the context of nationel development, human rights in
the pdministration of Jjustice, penal practices end training of persenn~l. It
promoted exchanges of techniques, knovledge &nd experience and hed initicted
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systematic, multidisciplinary and specific syrveys on the trends of erimirality in
the region and related factors. IL eRCOUrSg.) Goverrnments to adopt and spply the
norms, guidelines and methods reccemended by gpe United Metions, contributed to the
establishment, adaptation and implementetici of prime prevention and crizinal
Justice policies ond programmes in the regivj,, in peccordsnce with an interpational
plan of acticn and other United Hetions reci.myepndations and, lastly, extended
technical assistance to Governments.

LL. Uruguay, vhich attached particular Impupyanes to mll efforts to abolish the
death penalty in order to guarantee fully tle pight to life proclaized in article 3
in the Universal Declaration of Fumen Righte, yould vote in favour of draft
resolution ASC.3/32/L.21. 'The provisions of peragroph 4 in particular, requesting
the Sixth United Hations Congress on the Prespption of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders to discuss, under the eppropriate |jeq on its egenda, the verious aspects
of t.+ use of capitel punishment and the Poiw|ple restriction therecof, including

= more generous application of rules relatin. tg pardon, coomutation or reprieve,
end to report thereon, with recae=endations’, |5 the General Assesbly at its thirty-
fifth session, were very useful. Uruguay sy aholished the death penalty 70 years
earlier and the prohibition against that FEhulty had been included in all the
constitutional texts adopted simce then {nrt;rIE 26 of the present Constitution)

in order to protect the right to life which wpp the precondition for the enjoyment
of all other fundamental rights.

L5. Uruguey would likewise support the dralt ppgplutions submitted by the Econamic
end Soeinl Council {.ﬁ..."32fl53]‘ It was one of the SpPONIOrs aof draflt resolution
AfC.3/32/L.19 ond the amendmert in document &r¢, 3/92/L.18 to draft resolucicn B
(Af3¢/163) which stressed the importance of trpional meetings of experts and
represeatatives of Governments thet facilital.y preliminary exchanges of
information ard experience and the co-ordinalun or preparations for the Sixth
Congress.

Lé, [fr. SCHWEITZER {Chile} said that the Utlipg Hations had been deeply concerned
about the problem of crime for many years. ‘in. Secretary-Geperal's report on that
question (Af32/199), and the obscrvetions in iye report of the Comittee on Crime
Prevention and Control (E/CH.5/536) containiny measures aimed st preventing

erize rather then punishing criminals and &t wypporating minioum rules for the
treatnent of prisonsrs to protect them ageineg abuses, painted s very cleer picture
of the question under consideraticn. The neeq ty devote m great desl of attention
to crime prevention measures, which by their *rry nature alsc applied to che
treatment of eoffenders, had long oefn recognicmg,

L7. The Secretary-General's report revieved Ly gifficulties encountered in
underteking a serious end scientific study of e cpuses of crime [A/32/19%,

peres. 13 and 14). It was indispensable, hoWuppr . to collect dsta which Taithfully
reflected the extent of crime, particularly iy, \pe case of juvenile delingquency.
Chile for its part had since 1928 accorded Siupinl tresteent to minors and had even
relt it edvisable to replace the expression “lﬂvenile delinquency” by the expression
"minors in an irregular situstion”. Offences ,emitted by minors frequently vere
caitted froo crice statistics, with the resull (pas the nuober of juvenile
delinquents might appear to be less than it weyyally was. Furthermore, the
Secretary=General’ report stressed a number of contemporary phenomena linked to
criminelity - drug ebuse, pelitical crime and yepporism, transrstional crime of a
frevdulent kind such as tax evaesion = for vhi., realistic solutions must be fournd.

Jann
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LS. It would be utopian to think that criminality could be totaluy eliminated once
and for all. It was possible, on the other hand, to remedy an actual situation by
adopting measures placing more emphasis on the preventztive than on the remedial or
pucitive aspect, such ms those vhich were ou'lined in paragraph 50 of the Secretary-
Generel's report. In that context it was clear that economic and secial factors
were not the only ones that had to be considered. Criminoclogists themselves agreed
that pamy cther fectors were involved in criminality. Furthermore, the eriminal
cotes of differert countries must be revised by eliminating infrections which were
not serious enough to be regarded as criminsl offences and by adopting less punitive
categories of sanctions. In that connexion, the Chilean Institute of Criminal
Sciences had orpanized in 1973 a meeting of professors of criminal lev from the
countries of Latin America with a view to the preparation of & common crimipal code
for the countries of the region, which would provide a stendard for undertaking
that type of referm in the national legiszlations of the various countries. It had
been deemed useful to consider penalties other than the traditional ones, such as
house arrest, obligatory week-end community work and measures of an econonic aature
vhich appeared to be the most effective in the majority of cases. Apart from ’
questions of substance, procedural provisions must also be revised so as to
guarantee the pwift administration of justice and to ensure the maximin number of
ruarantees and remedies for persons convicted. Chile for its part vas vorking in
that direction and a project establishing modnlities of that kind vas currently
under consideration.

LG, At the internationsl level, he felt that efforts should be focused on specific
points a0 as to maximize the benefit of internaticnal exchanges, and in that
conne=jcn he drev the Copmittee's attention to paragraph 107 of the Secretary-
General's report (A/32/199).

50, Finelly, Chile whole-heartedly endorsed the general concluzions drawn by the
Secretary-General in pacagraph 7 of his report and supported the draft resolutions
submisted on that question, nlthough it had reservations regording certain legal and
scientific aspects of those drafts.

1. Mra. SATO {(Japan) seid that the United Nations had sn important role to ploay in
the rield of criminality, vhich vas a matter of serious concern to many countries,
by setting international stendards and targets, by facilitating the exchanpe of
information and experience and by elaborating internationel training and research
programmes, In that connexion, the report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control (E/CH.5/535) and the report of the Secretary-General on Crime Prevention

and Control (Af32/199) constituted & very useful contribution and it was to be

hoped that they would be kept up to dete on & continuing basis.

52. A grest deal of attention hed recently been given to the relationship between
urbanization, industrislizoetion and socio-economic development on the one hand and
the erime rate on the other. The fact was that in certain cases social change had
been sccocpanied by an increase in crice and in others by a decrease. The probles
should be studied lurther through an exchanse »f information at the international
level.
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53, The pro=ction of internationel prograzsmes was an important aspect of the
internsticnal co-operation in the field of crime prevention. In that connexion,
role being played by the United Hations Asie and Far Esst Institute for the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, establfqhed in Tokyo in 1
under the joint gperation of the United Nations and the Government of Japan,
be mentioned. That Institute disseminated informatiom, provided training and
engaged in research on crime prevention and the treatment of offenders. It
organized annual training couraes las*ing from one to three months in vhich ec
officinls or experts froo the countries of Asia and the Pacific partitl?ﬂl'd' Id
Japanese Government would continue its efforts to make the Institute a succeaR lE t
locked forwerd to the continued co-operation of the countries of the region to tha
end.

ol
ahould

54, The draft resclution entitled “Crime prevention and control™ (afC. 37321010
seemed to have icportant implications and should be given careful conpideration.
As to draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.71, Japan shared the wiew that the number of

offences for which the death penel. s might %¢ imposed should be restricted, ao ‘E:;F
it would be inflicted onl. in extreme cases. However, it hnod reservations r:“:;, '
b

the phrase "with a view to the desirability of abolishing this runishment”
end of parsgraph 1. In some cases the death penalty was necessary for the
application of Justice. Accordingly, her delegation would abstain on the draflt
resolution if it was put to o vote.

55. r. LAMB [Australis) said that his delegation joined many others in hopins that
the vork of the Sixth Congress on the Prevention of Crize and the Trestment of
Offenders to be held in Sydney would be successful and was prepared to co=oparate
vith all "ember States to that end. Furthermore, it wished to reiterate the hol®

it had expressed in the Fifth Committee in 1976 that the provisions taken LO
transfer the staff of the Centre for Socisl Development and lumanitarian Arfalre
fro= Hew York mnd Ceneva to Vienna in 1978-1979 would not interfere with the
preparations for the Sixth Congress.

56. The CHAIRMAN drew attention to document A/C.3/32/L,2L containing the asL. 10
sdministrative and finsncial implications of the amendment in docusment ASC. 33/ i
to draft resolution B in docu—ent A/32/163, end announced that the Upper Yolta ha
Joined the sponsors of draft resolucion ASC.3/32/1.19.

AGERDA ITEM 80: TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAE OR DEGRADING 1BFATF%T OR
PINISRENT (continued) {AF32/138; AFC.3/327L.13, L.1-, L.15 -nd L.P?)}

5T. The CHATRMAN announced that the Upper Volte had joined the sponpors of draft

resolution A]C.BIEEIL+13.

58. Mrs. !EATCHI (Toge) speaking en behalf of the African Group and Cuba, lunrary.
India, Italy, Jemaica, Jorden, Kuvait, “exico, lorway, Pakistan, the Pholippines,
the Socialist Republic of Viet la=, Sweden, the Syrian Arsb hepublic, Democrativ
Yemen and Yugoslaevin, introduced draft resolution ASC.3/32/L.23 depouncing the
persistent use of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
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punishment by the minority racist régime of South Afriea, vhich had been repeatedly
conde=ned by the General Assezbly, the Security Council and other United Nations
bodies. The recent desth of Stephen Biko, the violent causes of vhich had been
established by medical experts, vas another example of the repugnent methods uged
by the Vorster rfgime to perpetuate its racist dcmination ip Scuth Africa. The
internaticoal community accordingly had the duty strongly to condezn thet murder
and to insist that the racist mivority régice of South Africa should put an
immediste end to the disgraceful practice of subjecting political prisoners and
other opponents of apartheid to torture end other cruel, inhuman and degracing
treatoent or punishment. The martyrdom of Stephen Biko mand all the other victims
of the Seuth African régime who had fought to defend the ideals of freedom, peace
and huz=an sclidarity, would continue to enrich the faith of the oppressed peoples of
southern Africa and the entire world in their struggle for justice, sguality and
human Aignity. The sponsors eernestly hoped that draft resolutien ASC.3/32/L.23
vould be adopted without a vote.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.




