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The meeting wvas called to order at 10.55 a.r.

COHMEMOFATION OF THE SIXTIETH ABNIVERSARY OF THE GREAT OCTOBER SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

1. The CHATRMAN said that £21 gitizens of the Union of Soviet Socialict Republies
and of socialist republics throughout the world were celebrating the sixtieth
anniversary of the CGreat ODctober Socialist Revelution. The incernationsl

community recognized the importance of an event which had transformed the lives of
illions of men and women, Inspired Governsents and peoples throughout the wurld
und changed the course of history. She congratulsted the Governments and peoples
of the Soviet Republics.

2. Hisz ZELCICKA (Czechoslovakia), speaking on behalf of the People's Rejiblie
of Bulgaria, the Supgarian Feople's Republie, the German Democratie Republic, the
Republic ef Cube, the Polish Pecple's Republic, the Mongolian People's Republic,
the Socaialist Republic of Romsaia ani the Czechoslavak Socialist Republic,
corgratulated the Union of Seviet Sceialist Republies, the Byelorussian Soviet
Sacinliot Republic and the Ukreinian Soviet Socimlist Republic on the occasion of
the zixtieth anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution and wished thes
success in their enterprise: the building of seocialist society. The Great

Q¢ ober Revolution weas an event that had changed the course of histery not only in
the USSE but throughout the world. It had helped to eliminate exploitation of
man by ran and to proote respect for human dignity, freedom, brotherhood and
equelity, and it had jmd striking repercussicns throughout the world. As the
culmipation of the struggle of the proletariat against the oppression of the
governing clasces of Toarist Russia, the October Revolution ha' mlsp served to
liberate oppressed peoples. Its victories agoinst repctionary aad aggressive
forces had enabled mankind to take & palor step tosard- peace and progress.

3. The sccimlist countries and the countries that had litorated themselves frop
the coloniel soke knev frow experience that the Loviet Union wvos engoged in
establizshing peaceful relations with sll peoples and that it was working for
internpationsl détente, particularly in the military gphe: .. In that connexion,
ske referred to the proposal submitted by the Soviet Union at the current session
el thke General Assembiy on the consolidation and prosotiia of interpational
détente and preventing the danger of nuclear war, i, conforpity with the objectives
of the October Nevolution. Moregver, thwe Soviet Union had slways endeavoured to
resolve its foreign policy problems by negotimtion and in a apirit of peaceful
co-operation, wvith emphasis on respecting the rights of peoples end human rights.
That policy strengthened the efficacy of the Charter of the United Hations and
other instriuments embodying those peaceful principles, vhich were reiterated in
the newv Constitution recently adopted by the USSH, A constitution whieh not only
reflected socislist reality but slse testified ... the aotrength of the doctrine on
which it was founded and to the progress of oi-diad tovard socialism.
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L., . SRV (Union of Soviet Sociamlist Republics) said that the ccmmemoration
el the Craat Uctober Sosialist Jevolution hed a very special significance for

ell Soviet citizens and pro,ressive peoples. Sixty years earlier Russian vorkers
and measants, under the leadership eof Lenin, had overthrown capitalist power, thus
merking the first victory of the Socialist Rewolution in the Listory of mankind.
Thai had been o historiec event for the world, and it had led to considerable
cearamic and cocial progress, to ending the exploitation of man by man, to giving
socievy ownership of the means of production and to establishing a scientifically
plannel economy. In that wvay & buge, econcmically backwvard country had besn able
to bogose in a few ghort years a developed agricultural and industrial country.

3. Ope ' the greatest victories of the October Revolution had been to establish
firmly the principles of equelity and social Justice which guaranteed to the Soviel
citizen tne full exercise of his rights and freedoms: he was therefore sure of

teing able to take @n ective part in political life, to choose & profession
corresponding to his abilities and skills, and to enjoy ever-improving conditicns
of life and work and professional, medical and social security in a sociely in
wiich his rights wers protected and his dignity as a man and citizen respected.

The pew Constitution adonted on T October 1977 Mully reflected those facts of Soviet
cociety.

&. e Scviet Power hai been born under the sign of peace, as Lenin's Decree
on Peace demonstrated. Sipc+ that time Lhe USSR had been pursuing & peacelul
policy directed to ensuring the security of 811 peoples and internaticnal
co-operation, and it wvas proud of having advocated detente throughout the 19T0s-
the process of détente should be further strengthened by adopting nev specific
measurcs. That indeed was the mim of the proposal submitted by the Soviet Union
at the current session of the Geperal Assembly. That wvas also vhat the Fresident
of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, Mr. Brethnev, had meant when
on & Jdovember 1977 he had proposed that all Govermmeni= should decide to suspend
rimultanec.sly the manufacture of nuclear wveapons, to prohibit ouclear-wveapons
testing within a specific pericd and to declare o moratorius on explesions fer
peaceful purposes. It ws only by removing the threst of another world war and
guaranteeing lasting peace that the aecessary conditions could be provided for
solving the = sblems facing a1l mankind, such ms the sumply of commodities, raw
taterials end energy sources in sufficient quantity, and overcoming the economic
backwnrdness of the cruntries of Asia, Africa snd Latin America, the legecy of
capitalis=, zo a3 to prooote the norsal development of relations among States and
the progress of all markind.

7. In comclusion, speaking on behalf of his own delegation and those of the
Syclorussian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Ukrninimn Soviet Sccimlist Republie,
he thanked the Chairman and the reprezentative of Czechoslavakia for their
congratulations.
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AGENDA TTEM 77: CRIME FREVENTION AND CORTROL: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-OENERAL
{contirued) (A/32/3, chap. VI, sect. A, Af32/163; Af32/199; EfCN.5/536; A/C.3/32/5
and Corr.l. AfC.3/32/L.18, L.19, L.27 and L.21}

. Mr. MERXEL (Federsl Republic of Germany) said, with reference to item T7, that
the exchange of experience on crime prevention end control constituted an icportant
task for the United Bations; in that connexiecn, the Fifth United Hations Congress
in Geneve had been very constructive. His delegation had supported draft
resolutions A end B in dncu=ent A/32/163. It had becoze & sponsor of the

amenduent (ASC.3/32/L.18) to the latter of those draft resplutions end vas slso
prepared to become a sponsor of the draft reasplution submitted by Sveden on the
geestion of capital punishment (AfC.37/32/L.21).

8., A preparatory Europesn meeting for the Gixth United Hetiens Congress had been
held at Bono froam 10 to 1L October 1977, the participants in which had been all
the Burcpean countries, the United States, Canads and Australis. Experts from

the Council of Burope and Interpel had also attended the meeting, as had
representatives of 10 non-governmental organizations. A degree of agreement had
ezerged At the meeting in spite of the different social and legel systezs
represented.

14, During 'he discussion oo effective strategies for erime prevention and
control, it had been felt thet there was a need for the work of the Judiciary and
lav cpforcement agencies to be complenen*sd by a strategy involving cross-

sectoral crime preveaticn efforts by Gov  nment and the population. While
juvenile eriminality ccatinued to be a serious phenomencn, increasing ecphasis
geemed to be given to prevention rather than repression. Tt was for that reason
that maggistance to families mand parental counselling were being perceived as & very
effective Torm of social contral. Moreover, it had been recornized that certain
eategori+s of erime = 'wvhite collar” erime, abuoes of economic, sociol or oolitieal
pover - sheuld be dealt with in a rore adequate wey in criminal codes. In =meny
countries corporate crimina. liebility did not exist. Moreover, while previous
discussions haed :cncentrated on the treatment of priscners and the humanization of
ioprisonm~—t, emphasis had recently shifted to the question of vhether priscons had
s negative effect on inmates and vhether they sheuld not be regarded only as a

1ast resort. In other words, the guestion was vhether deprivation of liberty
really constituted the beat appronch to the problem.

11. The need had become apparent for nev international worms in the ares of
criminal Justiece, with the following prieorities:

1. Minimu= rules for the treatment of offenders in the coczunity;
2. Inpate grievance procedures for prisoners;

4 conventicn to facilitate the return of persons convicted of crimes
abroad to their domicile for the serving of their sentences,

L. Guidelines for the expeditious and equitable handling of criminal cases;

fa..
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©. Stapdards to improve the situstion of persons detained by the police or in

prison before trial, ineluding safeguards ageinst arbitrary interference with
correspendence and {reedom of expression;

6. Guidelines ror the prevention of intermational terrorism, counterfeiting
and drug traffic and for protection mgainst freudulent exploitation of erdtural
values and of the national heritage.

12, In sddition, it had been thought apprapriste that the Sixth Congress, to be
held in Sydney, should explore prssibilities for furthesr restricting the use of the
death penalty and of elaborating safegumrds against abuse. Witk respect to torture
and other eruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, which all penal
codes regarded as criminal offences, it lad been stressed that both national and
internationsl action was nesded to secure their totel elisination.

1%. Mr. VOICU (Romenin) noted that crime had become a problem whose naticonal and
international Implications could not be underestipated. It vas therefore the duty
of the United Wations to promote and strengthen internationsl co-operation in that
aren, ag it had undertaken to do. However, sz had been stressed in all the
documentation on the subject prepared by the Secretariat, each State had the right
to formulate and implement, in the light of the circumstances, the politicel, legal
and edministretive measures needed to combat crimes mnd offences. That fundamental
precept had been reiterated at oll the majer interrational meetings held on the

subject under consideration.

ik, The studies pade in Aomanie on offenders and the reasons for their offences
showed that crime was on the decrease in that ecuntry, because of the {sprovezent
of living conditions and of the establiched sociel structure. As part of ite
policy in eriminal matters, which was an integral part of its genersl policy of
economic and socinl development, the Romanian Uovernment was stressing the
prevention of crime mpd the re-education of of fenders through work and through a
series of cultural and political measures combined with punitive measures. Jt was
convinced that, hovever perfect it might be, & strictly penal system o[ Justice was
rot enouvgh vffectively to counteract crime., That presupposed increasingly close
co-operation between the organs of social Justice and the general publiec vho,
through woerkers' collectives, themselves organized in sociamlis® units the
rehebilitation and reintegration of offenders. Except in the case of offences
which were extremely harmful to society and vhich vere punished by sentences of
imprinonment , effenders were no longer subjected to the penitentiary syostem. The
people’s courts thus formed would be required to docide - with or without the
participation of & judge, depending on the seriousness of the case - most penal
cases which hed previously been within the excluzive competence of the regular
courts. In those matters, the collestives ensured the involvement of all citizens
and would thus become an effective instrument of prevention.

1%, However, efforts to combat crime could not stop at .ne frontiers of ¢ country,
they should therefore be the subl)ect of internationnl co-operation. As
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President Cemusescy hirself had stated, Rozenia vanted to perticipate in such
co-cperation, particularly is order to combat e nusber of rampant phenomena which
were hermful to the physicel and rorel kealth of people and of young people in
particular - drugs, perncgrophy, propegaticn of violenes, hatred and recism -
which were degrading the buman person and soviog discord amonp naticns.

16. The Romanian Governoent was already epplying the nuserous standards and
guidelines of the United Naticns on the sublect of zriminal Justice and it
eonsidered hat those standards were cocpatible wiih regionel ones end reflected the
growing desire to guarantee human rights ie relntion to criminnl Justice.
Considering that public opinion vas one «. *he principal forces likely to promote
the maintenence of lav mnd crder, the Romanisn Government had organized = vhole
educational process tn supplesment the information cezpaign vhich it was condueting

through the cass media.

17. The lomanian delegation endorsed the conclusiops et out in document
Af32/199. A1 studies on ecriminal tendencies and the documentation of the United
Kations confirmed the theory that efforts umderteken in that ares wnder United
Fatioas auspices should be part of the general «fforts to construct a nev
international order, since there was po doubt that economic disparities, by
incremsing sorial ipeqguality and tension end preventing homoreneous development,
wvere conductive to crime. In addition, if meetings on the sublect were to produce
results, they should be legs general in nature. Jn that coapexien, the Sydney
Copgress must really live up to the expectetions of Member States. His delegation
therefore supported draft reselution ASC.3/22/L.19, vhick it hoped vould be
adopted by consensus. It also fully supported the draft resolutions irn

docuzent AS32/163,

18, Mr. WEERASINGHE (Sri Lanke) smid that his delegation noted with satisfacticn
thke progress made in United Notions activities concerning crime prevention end
econtrol, and particularly the wvork of the United {dations Asia and the Far East
Ipstitute for the Prevention of Crime and Trestment of Offenders. That Institute,
which was manaped and funded entirely by the Japanese Govempent, pleved en
important role at the regional level and its activities should be expended.

1%. The report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control shoved that low
priority was given Lo crime prevention projects in national planning programmes
and that there was a lack cf funds for United Nations technical essistance for
thase projects. That was particularly worrying vhen crime was ipcresasing in zany
developing coumtries. The United Nations should see that the situetion was
remedied. Internationel conferences mnd reports wore not enough, end technical
arpistance was also peeded. He stressed the role which could be played by
interregional advisers in social defepce, working with national development
plennera; the services of the edvisers had been discontinued sooDe years praviously,
although they were in the best position to bring pressure to besar on Governoents in
that area. The cost of those advisory services had been met from the regular
United Netions budget; in order to restore them it would be sufficient to make
slight adjustments in the sanning table, within the limit of the total budget
allocation for the Office of Technical Co-operation.
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20. In Sri Lanks, where meagures to deal with crine were taren vithin the context
of national developu=nt planning. the concept of punishment had been replaced by

the concept of social rehabilitation of the offender. The laws and procedures of
the country had given effect to that concept. Suspended sentences of imprisonaent,
performance of community service, open-air prison camps and the |rivilene of huae
leave for long-term prisoners had been introduced with s view to improving the
treatzent of offenders. In eddition, one mensure taken by the Government to combat
erime in the metropolitan area of Coleabo hod been to set up apecial crime detection

bureau .

1. While welcoming the measures taken by the United Nations in the area in questicn,
he wazs surpriged that the Secretery-General's reports on the question never mentioned
one of the root causes of crime - raypid urhanization. Yet the United pations, which
20 yesrs previously had alresdy been considering that question through several of

its organs, had recognized the link between the two phenooens. It had subsequently
recormended that Goverpments should check =igretion to rural sreas md drav up
comprebensive rural and coorunity development prograsmes in crder to revitalize
rurni econooies and ensure a suitable balance of population between urban and rural
areas. The developing couptries were urbanizing more rupidly than the

industrialized ones, so that by the end of the 2entury one half of the population

of six Billion which would inhabit the planet would be living in urban areas. It

vas therefore time for the United Mations to give thought to that problem: it would
have mn opportunity to do so at the Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention
of Crime mnd the Trestment of Offenders, which was to be held in 1990 In Sydney.

22. Since the two United Mations Development Docades had not produced the hoped
for results, the acceleration of economic growth could hardly be expected to end
the evils that plagued the developing countries. During those WO Decades the

nopuistion of those countries had grown rapidly and migration to wrbdn &Teas,
from diminishing, had incressed, leading to uncentrolled urbanization Lhat wa3

posing ipcreasingly scute problems. He suggested that the United lations Social
Defence Hesearch Institute should organize o resesrch meeting on nrbanization in
relation to crime within the rramework of the next Congress. That suggestion could
be poted for implementation by the Secretary=General in connexion with paragraph B
¢t +%ae resolution on the report of the Fifth United dations Congress on the
Mreveution of Crime and the Treatment of Offepders.

{far

23, Hr. AL JASSIM (United Arab Dmirates] said that erime control, which involved all
the means used by society to protect itself mgainst criminals, must be combined with
study of the causes of crime. Those causes, wvhether personal or social, ghould be
understood, and penal codes should be prepared on the basis of in-depth studies o7
all the elements relating .o the personality of the offender and his epnvironment.

The establistment of penelties was not encugh to control crime. The offender must
be re-educated and re-integrated into the life of society. Fenal legislatior wal
often based on n misconception in 8o far as it regarded offenders as enemies to be
subdued and therefore recommended LhAt they be isolated. However, of fenders should
rather be concidered 23 sick people who needed care and could only be Jdiasunded
froo wvrongdoing by aporopriete treatment. loprisenment, for from reforming the
prisoner, intensified his hatred for society and prompted him to pommit Turtier
crites.
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=k. His country attached great impartance to the rehabilitation of criminals. The
detention centres in his country vere conceived with a view to rebabilitating the
criminal by modern methods, of whick work was m basic ccoponent. At the Dubai
detention centre, for example, prisoners worked and received wages whose value vas
primarily sysbolic, but which they eould use as ther wished. In most cases crime
orizinated froom ignorance and An educated periom, who realized the significance of
his mcts, would be better capable of finding his plece in aociety. The prisoners
had therefore been provided with reading rooms, were ahown films and could watch
television. Furthermore, religious education wvas not neclected. Senerally
speaking, the Hinistry of the Ioterior sought to modify penal methods in the light
of seieptific progress and to raise the level of the officinls responsible for the
applicetion of the pepal system. It also did everything pos..ole to epnsure the
aecurity of its citizens. His country wes a member of an Arnb organization for the
protection of society vhich provided its member countries with information on the
activities of criminals and on the most mcdern methods of crime prevention and
control. His country wves alss & member of Interpol.

25. HMrs. CASTRO de BARISH {Costa Rica) expressed her gratitule to Mr. Hueller,
Assistent Dircctor, Crime Prevention apd Criminal Justice Branch, who had

introdured the item under consideration. He had stressed the most striking sspects
nf the work of the Fifth United Mations Congress on the Preveation of Crise and

ihr Treatzent of Offenders, whose purpose had been to draw up an internatiocual code
af ethica for law enforcement officials. e had also mentioned the work of the
Coemittes on Crime Prevention and Control, vhich had sought to bring the text of the
code ipte line with the United Nations instruments dealing vith the often delicate

gaestion of police abuse in the Tield of human rights.

26. She noted with satisfaction documents A/12/163 apd A/32/197. vhich had been
submitted pursuant to General Assezbly resolution 3021 (XxVII}. Her delegation
whole=kcartedly endorsed the conclusions in paragprapk 7 of document Af32/199 mnd the
copclusions snd measures proposed in chapter V, especislly in parsgraph 108, whick
referred to regional co-operation. It attached great importance to the role to br
played by the United Bations, vhich could not only enable States to derive benefit
froc their commop experience but could also provide countries with technical
sasistance and advisory services on request.

27. She recalled that in 1950 ber country had called for the estsblishzent of &
regional inatitute for the prevention of crime and the trestment of offenders which
would help the countries of the regiocn to cope vith the increase {n crime and 123
remedy the deplorable situstion in the prisons. However, it wuz anly in July 1975
thet the Latin American Ipstitute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders, whose hesdquarters was in San José, had been eztablished by mn agreenent
betvween the Upited Mations and her Government. Among other things, the Inatitute
organized semicars apd courses, devisrd trainiog prograssmes, gathered information,
carried out surveys 13 assist in ¢rime control planning and provided techrical
assistance mervices to GCovernDents on requeat. Since its establishaent it had
performed those diverse tasks successfully and had in particuler carried out a modrl
survey on the causes of offences in a given area and had published right docubents

/..
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on that problem. It ves currently collecting statistics on eriminality in ]
latin Americs and intended in coming years to serve the vhole region by co-operating
vith Covermments to engure that the Latin Amerizan countries achieved balanced

econrmic and social devalopoent.

24. Her delejation supported the tuo draft resolutions submitted by the Zronomie
and Social Council to the General Assezbly which were annexed to dicufienl AfI2/1€1.
Draft resolution A contained imporian: recozmencations aimed at strengthening the
role of the "nited Yations and increasing the means available to it, especially the
United Mations Trust Fupd for Socisl Defence. Oraft resolutfon B recalled, amonf
other things, the primordisl responsibility of the United Kations in the Field of
crine prevention. Furthermore, her delegetion vhole-heartedlv summorted the
amendment {AJC.3/32/L.18) to paragraph 8 of draft resclutisn B, for each recion

hai specinl characteristics and trends in the evolution of criminality, vhish
should be studied separately. The amendaent vas essential if the Sixth Unitad
Hitions Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Trestment of Offenders, to be
held in Australis in 1580, was to be properly prepared. Her delegation also
vighed to become a sponsor of draft resolution AJC.3/32/L.21 on capital punishment
and hoped that that draft would be edopted by consensus. Ip conclusica, her
delegation wan ready to Eupport any steps aimed at strepgthening the United Nations
syntem,

26, Th= CHAIRMAN reminded the Comnittee it had before it the draft resolutions
conteined in docusent A/32/163, together with the relevant asendsents issucd in
docupents AMC.3/32/L.10 and L.20, and 4raft resclutions A/C.3/32/L.1% and L.21
fine ingquired whether the Committes wvas ready to take 3 decision on those draft
resolutions.

3I0. Mr. SUIRNOY (Union of Soviet Socimlist Republics), supported by !r. ALFOMSO
{E.‘uhnj., proposed that the afoption of the draft resolutions relating to agends )
items TT and B0 should be postponed until the Folloving =meeting, sincs consultations
vere still under way.

1. It was so decided.

12. The CHAIRMAN announced that Morvay and the Federal Republic of Uermany had
ecome sponsors of dreft resolutions AfC.3/32/L.13 and L.1% respectively.

The meeting rose at 12,20 p.m.



