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Chapter I

DECISIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

1. At its 20th and 21st (closing) plenary meetings the Con~erence adopted the
Programme of Action (sect. A below) and the resolutions and decision (sect. B
below) the text o~ which is set out in this chapter.
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INTRODUCTION

1. The mandates for the Progr~~e of Action for the Second Half of the United
Nations Decade for IJomen: Equality, Development and Peace are as follows:

(a) General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975~ in which the
Assembly decided that' in 1980 ~ at the mid-point of the Decade, a world conference
would be convened to review and evaluate progress made in implementing the
recommendations of the World Conference of the International I'Tomen's Year, held in
1975; and to readjust programmes for the second half of the Decade in the light of
new data and research;

(b) Economic and Social Council resolution 2062 (LXII) of 12 May 1977, in
which the Council requested the Secretary-General to prepare for the consideration
of the Commission on the Status of Homen, at its twenty-eighth session ~ a report
outlining a programme of concrete action for the second half of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace;

(c) General Assembly resolution 33/185 of 29 January 1979, in which the
Assembly decided upon the subtheme, liEmployment, Health and Education;1 ~ for the
vTorld Conference and recommended that the Conference should place emphasis on
elaboratins action-oriented plans for integrating women into the developmental
process, particularly by promoting economic activities and employment opportunities
on an equal footing with men ~ through, i:!1~.e!...ali~~ the provision of adequate health
and educational facilities;

(a) General Assembly resolution 33/191 of 29 January 1979 by which it was
decided that the I'Torld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen: Equality,
Development and Peace would be held in Copenhagen.

B. .q!?!1~_ctives of the .U,nited_ Na~ions Decade for
Homen : Eq.1?-al i t u __Dev~ lo-pment and Peac e

2. In 1975, International Women 1 s Year ~ a World Conference vas held in Mexico City
vrhich adopted the Horld Plan of Action for the United Nations Decade for 1;lomen:
Equality ~ Development and Peace> 1976-1985, and the Declarat ion on the Equality of
Homen and their Contribution to Development and Peace. The principles and
objectives proclaimed at the Mexico City Conference for the Decade for Women:
Equality j Development and Peace are still relevant today and constitute the basis
of action for the Decade. They were further reaffirmed by a number of United
Nations regional, sectoral and international meetings as well as by the social and
economic recommendations of the Conference of Non-Alisned and Developing Countries
on the Role of Homen in Development held in BaGhdad in Hay 19790 which were endorsed
by the sixth summit of Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned Countries.

3. Equality is here interpreted as meaning not only legal equality) the ."
elimination of 51e .iur~ discrimination, but also equality of rights, responsibllltles

and opportunities for the participation of women in development~ both as
beneficiaries and as active agents. The issue of inequality as it affects the vast

.·4· .



majority of women of the world is closely related to the problem of underdevelopment
which exists mainly as a result of unjust international economic relations. The
attainment of equality pre·"supposes equality of acces s to resources and the pO'vTer
to participate equally and effectively in their allocation and in decision~,makin(t,

at various levels. Accordingly" it should be recognized that the attailli~ent of
equality by ,{Omen lone disadvantaged may demand compensatory activities to cororect
accumulated injustices. The joint responsibility of men and women for the welfare
of the family in l3eneral and the care of their children in particular should be
reaffirmed.

if. Development is here interpreted to mean total development, including
development in the political, economic) social? cultural and other dimensions of
human life" as also the development of economic ancl other material resources ancl
also the physical, moral, intellectual and cultural growth of the human person.
The improvement of the status of women requires action at the national and local
levels and within the family. It also requires a chane;e in the attitudes and roles
of both men and women. Homen is development should not only be viewed as an issue
in social development but should be seen as an essential component in every
dimension of development" To improve the status of women and their role in the
process of development, such development should be an integral part of the ~lobal

project for the establishment of a New International Economic Order based on equity~

sovereign equality, interdependence, common interest and co-operation among all
States.

5. Hithout peace and stability there can be no development. Peace is thus a
prerequisite to development. Moreover~ peace will not be lasting without
development and the elimination of inequalities and discrimination at all levels.
Equality of participation in the development of friendly relations and co·-operation
among States will contribute to the strengthening of peace, to the development of
women themselves and to equality of richts at all levels and in all spheres of life,
as well as to the struggle to eliminate imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism~

zionism, racism, racial discrimination, ?partheid, hegemonism~ and foreien
occupation, domination and oppression as well as full respect for the dignity of
the peoples and their right to self-determination and independence without foreign
interference or intervention and to promote guarantees of fundamental freedoms and
human rie;ht s .

6. In compliance with the mandates given above, the present Programme of Action
has been dra.m up for the second half of the Decade, 19Bo-1985, to promote the
attainment of the three objectives of equalitY9 development and peace 9 with special
emphasis on the subtheme - namely, employment, health and education - as significant
components of development, taking into account that human resources cannot achieve
their full potential without integrated socio-economic development. The Programme
aims at strengthening comprehensive and effective strategies to remove obstacles
and constraints on women's full and equal participation in development 9 including
actions to solve the problems of underdevelopment and of the socio-economic
structure which places Homen in an inferior position and to increase their
contribution to the strengvhening of world peace.

7. The following Proeramme of Action, formulated at the mid-point of the Decade,
recognizes that considerable efforts have been made by the majority of countries

-5-
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in furtherance of the objectives of the Decade, but tha-t progress has been
insufficient to bring about the desired ~uantitative or ~ualitative improvements
in the status of women. On the assumption that the three main objectives of the
Decade - E~uality, Development and Peace - are closely interlinked with one
another~ the purpose of this Programme of Action is to refine and strengthen
practical measures for advancing the status of women, and to ensure that women's <
concerns are taken into account in the formulation and implementation of the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade.

9. Although the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives
of the International Women's Year 1/ already contains a comprehensive list of
measures necessary to achieve thos; objectives, it is evident, and has been
further borne out by the review of progress made over the past five years, that
they cannot be achieved in such a short span of time and that periodic reviews are
needed to strengthen the strategies and objectives of the Plan in line with major
world developments. Therefore, the possibility of a second decade could be
envisaged for the period 1985-1995. The recommendation to hold another conference
in 1985 has already been made by two of the regional preparatory meetings - those
of the Economic Commission for Western Asia and the Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific.

8. The present Programme focuses on ensuring women's increased parti~ipation
in the realization of the objectives of the World Plan of Action. The
recommendations seek to indicate the interrelated nature of actions that need to
be taken simultaneol1s1y on several fronts such as those related to world economic
issues for the International Development Strategies for the Third United Nations
Development Decade and the implementation of the Prograrr@e of Aotion for the
Establishment of the New International Economic Order thus elaborating the approach
adopted in the World Plan of Action. In particular, the World Plan of Action gives
high priority to improving the conditions of the most disadvantaged groups of
women - especially the rural and urban poor and the vast group of women workers
in the tertiary sector. This Programme gives high priority to improving the
conditions of the most disadvantaged groups of women, particularly those
disadvantaged because of socio-economic and historic conditions, with emphasis on
rural and urban poor and on the subtheme: employment, education and health. An
attempt has also been made to recommend practical measures to be incorporated in
all aspects of the development of society.

11 See Report of the World Conference on International Women's Year, Mexico
City,-19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l,
document E/CONF.66/34, chap. 11, sect. A.

-6- J
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T. HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

A. The roots of inequality of women: the problems or
development and equality of participation of women
and men in development

10. The causes of the inequality between women and men are directly linked with a
complex historical process. The inequality also derives from political, economic,
social and cultural factors. The form in ~rhich this inequality manirests itself
is as varied as the economic, social and cultural conditions of the world community.

11. Throughout history and in many societies women have been sharing similar
experiences. One of the basic factors causing the unequal share o~ VC~Fn in
development relates to the division of labour between the sexes. This division of
labour has been justified on the basis of the childbearing function of women, which
is inherent in womanhood. Consequently, the distribution of tasks and
responsibilities or women and men in society has mainly restricted women to the
domestic sphere and has unduly burdened them. As a result, women have often been
regarded and treated as inferior and unequal in their activities outside the
domestic sphere and have suffered violations of their human rights. They have been
given only limited access to resources and participation in all spheres or life,
notably in decision-making~ and in many instances institutionalized inequality in
the status of women and men has also resulted.

12. The inequality of women in most countries stems to a very large extent from
mass poverty and general backwardness of the majority or the world's popUlation
caused by underdevelopment which is a product of imperialism, colonialism"
neo-colonialism and also of unjust international economic relations. The
unfavourable status of women is aggravated in many countries, developed and
underdeveloped, by de facto discrimination on the grounds of sex. 2/

13. It can be argued that the predominant economic analyses of labour and capital
insufficiently trace the linkages between production systems in world economics and
women's work as producers and reproducers; nor is the subjection, exploitation,
oppression and domination of women by men, SUfficiently explained in history.
~~men are not simply discriminated against by the productive systems, but subject to
the discrimination that arises by virtue of being the reproductive force.

14. While women's childbearing function and their traditional nurturing roles are
respected, in many countries there has been little recognition or women's actual or
potential contribution to economic activity. The role of women within the family~

combined with a high level of unemployment and underemployment of the POFul~tion

in general, often results in priority being given to the employment of men in
economic activities outside the family household.

15. These cumulative processes of discrimination within and outside the family
characterize the dual oppression that women surfer on the basis of their sex and

~/ Which in a group of countries is called sexism.

-7-



social class. PoverLy and und~:!'development have sharpened and continue to sharpen
these inequities.

16. The effects of these long-term cumulative processes of discrimination have
been accentuated by under-development and are strikingly apparent in the present
world profile of women: while they represent 50 per cent of the world adult '
population and one third of the official labour force, they perform nearly two
thirds of all working hours, receive only one tenth of the world income and own
less than 1 per cent of world property.

B. Review of progress achieved in the first half
of the Decade: lessons for the future

17. The review and appraisal of progress achieved durirtg the past five years
indicates that the integration of women into development has been formally accepted
by most Governments as a desirable planning objective. Many countries have made
significant efforts, undertaken a number of activities and measures and established
institutional and administrative mechanisms to integrate women in development.

18. The accomplishments of the first half of the Decade include sensitizing
planners and decision-makers to women's needs and problems, conducting research and
building a data base on women, and promoting legislation safeguarding women's
rights. However, with the general exception of the countries with advanced social
services, serious problems, such as inadequate allocation of financial resources,
lack of skilled personnel, and so on, continue to exist in many countries. This
constraint is to a considerable extent - especially in developing countries - due
to the general economic problems, such as scarcity of resources and/or
under-utilization of existing resources. In many cases it reflects the priority
Governments accord to issues concerning women. Another major constraint facing such
mechanisms is their limited mandates. Thus, several existing mechanisms do not have
strong executive and implementing authority. Similarly, the terms of reference
given to such mechanisms tend to restrict them to welfare activities traditionally
associated with women and thereby reinforcing stereotyping of women's roles and
attitudinal prejudices. The sensitizing task of these special mechanisms has, as
yet, insufficiently resulted in an actual integration into policy planning and
implementation by Governments and international organizations of the question of
sharing all responsibilities between the sexes.

19. The review of legislative enactments and provisions reveals that a significant
number of Governments reported new constitutional and legislative provisions which
guarantee or promote equal rights of women and men. However, legislative provisions
are not always matched by adequate enforcement measures and machinery. In many
countries specific measures have been taken to redress past discrimination and to
promote equal opportunities for women, especially in the fields of education and
employment.

20. In the developed market-economy countries significant progress has been made
in establishing national machineries, while achievements in the subtheme areas of
education, health and employment are impressive. In many countries, new
legislation has ensured the legal rights of women in social, economic and political
aspects of national life. The percentage of women in positions of' policy
formulation has increasE~ significantly. Women have joined the labour force in
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increa.sing numbers; enrolments have achieved parity in secondary, university and
graduate education in many nations, and expansion of primary health care has
reached most rural areas of the various market-economy countries. Current studies
on work of comparable value, occupational segregation and valuation of household
work are positive signs of further progress in the second half of the Decade.
Acknowledgement of the double burden has enabled women and men to move forward to
challenge existing stereotypes and to develop social programmes aimed at effecting
full equality of women and men.

21. In the developing countries, despite their resource constraints and the
adverse effect of the world economic structure and the world economic situation,
initiatives have been taken for integrating women into development, including the
establishment of national machineries and legislative enactments and efforts to
overcome prejudices against women. The economic contribution of rural women to
agriculture and national development is increasingly being recognized in national
and rural development plans and policies. Research and studies have been undertaken
to identify the critical needs of women and to formulate and implement programmes
and projects for them. In many developing countries efforts have been made in the
pUblic sector to increase the participation of women and representation at the
decision-making levels. There has been an increase in the enrolment of girls in
educational institutions at different levels, an increase in the availability of
health care to women and efforts have been made to improve the work conditions and
the employment needs of women.

22. In the countries with centrally planned economies a further advancement of
women took place in various fields. Women in those countries actively participated
in social and economic development and in all other fields of public life of their
countries, including the active struggle for peace~ disarmament, detente and
international co-operation. A high level of employment, health, education and
political participation of women was achieved in countries with centrally planned
economies, in which national mechanisms are already in existence with adequate
financial allocations and sufficient skilled personnel.

23. Women in all countries love peace and women all over the world have conducted
active struggles for peace, disarmament, detente and international co-operation
against foreign aggression and all forms of foreign domination and hegemony. Homen
have played and can play an active role at the national and international level to
strive for detente and to make it a continuing and universal process of an
all-embracing scope so that the goals of the Decade might be achieved .

24. The review and appraisal of progress achieved during the past five years
indicates that in many countries the situation of women in the so-called
"backward" sectors has worsened. In particular, i't has worsened with respect to
the conditions of employment and education for women in the rural and the so-called
marginal urban sectors. In many countries the actual number of female illiterates
is increasing. In fact, illiteracy rates for the female population appear to have
increased and are projected to increase in several countries. In terms of the
percentage of enrolment that women constitute of the total enrolment, at the first,
second and third levels of education, progress in the participation of women has
been made in most countries; however, declines have been reported by several in
female participation at the second level. It appears that, in many countries, only
in the higher and middle socio-economic strata did women gain some significant
increases in educational opportunities. However, this improvement has not been
followed by a parallel increase in levels of employment, even in certain developed
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countries and in those developing countries with highpr in~uc~rialization rates.
In employment, there is evidence of increasing numbers of women being :furced into
unemployment or bein~ transferred outside the formal sectors of the economy into
the peripheral labour market in the developed countries and into the informal
sectors of sUDsistence agriculture, handicrafts, and so on. This move from the
formal to the informal market is evidenced by estimates of the International Labour
Organisation and projections for over-all activity rates in the economies of the
developing countries.

25. In many instances, transfer of inappropriate technology has worsened the
employment and health conditions of women; displacement of labour occurs, and
foreign models of consumption accompany such transfer. In certain large industries,
some of them operated by transnational corporations, new discriminatory labour
practices have appeared in both rural and urban areas, while in the urban areas
increases in the employment of women have been largely the result of an increase in
the exploitation of cheap, semi-skilled labour of young and unmarried women, related
to increases in the migration of young women to the cities.

J:,I'

26. In many countries, women have not been integrated into national development
plans. Where special programmes have existed, they have failed for the most part in
achieving significant results, owing to their narrow focus on stereotyped sex roles
which have further increased segregation based on sex.
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29. The review of implementation of the objectives of the second United Nations
Development Decade as well as of the progress of negotiations on the establishment
of the New International Economic Order shows that hopes and expectations in I,
connexion with the International Development Strategy and establishment of the New ]1
International Economic Order have not been fulfilled. Instead of a gradual
resolution of the world economic situation and encouragement of accelerated economic
development of developing countries, the crisis in the world economy has become more

27. Finally, the current world economic crisis has contributed to the worsening of
the situation of women in general. Women's employment in industries which have high
levels of female labour has been negatively affected by protectionist measures. In
developing countries the negative impact on women is even greater than in developed
countries.

@ There have been some significant achievements in the implementation of a
number of recommendations of the World Plan of Action both at the regional and at
global levels in the first half of the Decade. Of particular significance was the
establishment of the Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women and the preparatory
work leading to the establishment of the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women. A joint interagency programme for the
advancement of women was prepared and regional programmes were implemented in
accordance with the regional plans of action adopted in Mexico. Several United
Nations organizations were involved in these activities, including the United
Nations, regional commissions, UNICEF, UNDP, UNCTAD, UNIDO, UNFPA, ILO, FAO,

UNESCO and WHO. It is apparent that such programmes can be strengthened and that j./'.

greater efforts could be made to introduce a more multidisciplinary approach in
these programmes. In a number of conferences held under the auspices of the
United Nations system, linkages were established between women's status and the
priority areas of concern, including population~ food, water, primary health care, '
education, rural development and agrarian reform, employment, industrialization and
over-all development.
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acute. This has affected developing countries in particular and
9

because of the
real economic and social situation in these countries, it is women who are most
adversely affected. The international development conditions have deteriorated and
become an even more limiting factor for the development of developing countries,
specially restricting the implementation of the objectives of the World Plan of
Action.

30. The lessons for the future to be learnt from this review are many. First, it
proves that any measures for women isolated from the major priorities, strategies
and sectors of development cannot result in any substantial progress toward
attaining the goals of the Decade. Second, legislative and developmental action j

unless accompanied by positive and concerted action to change attitudes and
prejudices, cannot be fully effective. Third, mere provision of equal rights,
development services and opportunities will not, by themselves, help women to benefit
from them without simultaneous special supportive measures, e.g. legal aid,
earmarking of benefits, information and knowledge, institutional innovation etc.

31. 'Ihe three main objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women - equality,
development and peace - are closely interlinked \·rith one another. Progress towards
anyone of these has a beneficial effect on the others. In turn, failure in one
sphere has a negative impact on the others. Since the primary objective of
development is to bring about a sustained improvement in the well-being of the
individual and of society and to bestow benefits on all, development should be seen
not only as a desirable goal in itself but also as a most important means of
maintaining peace and of furthering equality of the sexes. However, the present
world is by no means tranquil and there exist factors detrimental to peace. Women
in some countries are still suffering from wars of aggression .

32. Thus, the universal strengthening of world peace and international security,
struggle against foreign interference, aggression and military occupation, respect
for national independence and sovereignty, the curbing of the arms race, the
achievement of the goals of general and complete disarmament and a reduction of
military budgets, the achievement of detente, the establishment of the New
International Economic Order and increased co-operation among States, on the
basis of equality, will advance the economic, social and cultural development of
countries and the situation of women, while still recognizing their special
vulnerability. Consequently, it is only under conditions of peace that it is
possible to move forward to the full implementation of the other ~wo objectives of
the Decade.

33. In accordance with their obligations under the Charter to maintain peace and
security and to achieve international co-operation in promoting and encouraging
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, bearing in mind, in this
respect, the right to live in peace, States should help women to participate in
promoting international co-operation for the sake of the preparation of societies
for a life in peace.

34. Similarly, a close relation exists between the world economic situation,
development and the strengthening of international peace and security, disarmament
and a relaxation of international tension. It is imperative that resources
released as a result of disarmament be used for promoting the well-being of all
nations and contribute to bridging the gap between developed and developing
countries, thus increasing favourable conditions for improving the situation of al~

members of society. In this context partiCUlar attention should be given to the
advancement of women and the protection of mother and child.

·-11-



35. The lack of progress in the establishment of the New International Economic
Orde: has had a direct effect on the socio-economic situation of women. Recent
stud:;-es on t~e. impact of interna.tional economic problems on the employment and
worklng condltlons of women show that in fact the adverse effects on the wage
levels and job stability of WOmen are more extensive than on those of men. For
example. Homen are the first to lose their jobs on plantations that produce crops
for export and in the textile) clothing and electronics industries, which are more
sensitive to price fluctuations and to protectionist measures recently introduced
by some developed countries.

36. The realization of all the aims mentioned above would provide new possibilities
for a more intensive promotion of the status of women. An improvement in the
status of women is of over-all national importance, and responsibility for this
rests upon the State and all sectors of society. Such an improvement can be
realized only if it is carried out in accordance with national needs and conditions,
as a sovereign right of each country, without any country imposing its own model.

31. In the traditional and agricultural sectors. the effects of such factors, when
associated with rapid displacement and changes in women's basic tertiary activities
and a lack of appropriate compensatory measures and especially with the lack of
corresponding efforts for the inte~rated development of rural areas and more
intensive integration of women in such development, are even more detrimental. In
other words, the lack of access to land, credit and financial and technological
resources worsens the impact of rapid displacements in the work activities of women.

38. On the one hand, the recent expansion of capital- and technology-intensive and
large·-scale agricUltural estates. often operated by transnational corporations,
adversely affects women ~ s work in basic tertiary activities, such as those related
to small-scale urban, semi-rural and agricultural trade, which are crucial income
generating activities and are essential for community self-reliance. Indeed, in
many cases this process has actually jeopardized food production and the
distribution of food and basic subsistence goods. On the other hand, in the modern
sectors of developing economies, although the expansion of industries operated by
transnational corporations has in certain cases increased employment opportunities
for women~ it has nevertheless also brought new problems both for women and for
over-all development. Care should be taken so that the redeployment of industry in
the developing countries is not used as a means of providing a cheap labour force,
especially women, or that the redeployment of obsolete and "dirtyl' industries
is not carried out in the developing countries. Industrialization should be
carried out in accordance with the over-all national aims. priorities and
aspirations of the developing countries, as a part of a process vrhich will contribute
to the transfer of technology to the developing countries. Women's right to
participate in and benefit from the industrialization process on equal terms with
men must be secured.
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39. In fact, there has been some concern about future trends in export oriented
i ndustri es and their impact on employment in developing countri es. Such industries
are said to be more sensitive to the needs of the international market than to
those of the host countries. Although important for creating employment and
prOViding foreign exchange earnings, in other respects their impact on the ~omestic
economy is minimal, since virtually all their input is imported and all theu output
exported. The Governments of host countries seem to view such enterprises, for the
most part, as short· run solutions to the problem of generating employment, but for
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B. The interrelationship of the objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Homen and the subtheme of the World Conference:
"Employment 2 Health and Educationll

46. The experience of the Decade has clearly revealed that the objectives of
equality and peace cannot be realized without an unequivocal commitment at national,
regional and global levels to women's integration in all aspects of development.
~le objective of development, which incorporates the principle of socio-economic
and political equality, is closely related to stability and peace, which is more
than an absence of violence within or between countries. In selecting the subtheme
of the World Conference: employment, health and education, it was recognized that
these interrelated aspects of development are of crucial concern to the advancement
of .romen. The principles of the right of women to work, to receive equal pay for
work of equal value, to be provided with equal opportunities for training and
education were clearly stated in the World Plan of Action. It was also stressed
that the full participation of women in development required that they should be
given adequate and equitable access to health, nutrition and other social services
including family planning and child care facilities. In all countries there is
need for continuing attention to the implementation of these principles. For the
remainder of the Decade, they should be given a high priority in Governments'
planning and programmes. The level of development depends upon international
conditions and national efforts towards integrated development particularly in the
fields of employment, health and education, these being fields of exceptional
significance for the under-developed sectors, of which women constitute the major
segment. In fact, the sectors of employment, health and education, especially for
women workers in the agricultural and industrial sectors of the economy, offer a
stark index of the levels and quality of development in any given country. As
reproducers of the labour force, 1'1Omen' s socio-economic and health conditions are
crucial determinants of the prospects for development. Their employment and
educational opportunities not only reflect the extent to which a given society
offers women the possibility to develop their full potential and eliminates
inequalities but also the extent to which countries are maximizing their endogenous
technical and economic resources, especially in times of acute economic crisis which
threaten world stability. The strengthening of regional commissions by adequate
institutional arrangements which would also ensure intersectoral programming and
co-ordination of activities for women is essential. The improvement of linkages
among the organizations of the United Nations system with a view to co-ordinating
implementation where there are separate programmes is also essential.
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Part Two: The Programme of Action at the national level

III. NATIONAL TARGETS AND STRATEGIES FOR THE FULL PARTICIPATION OF
WOMEN IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

A. National strategies for accelerating the full participation
of women in economic and social development

47. The improvement of the status of women requires action at the national, local
and family levels. It also requires a change of men's and women's attitudes
towards their roles and responsibilities in society. The joint responsibility of
men and women for the welfare of the family in general and the care of their
children in particular should be reaffirmed.

48. Governments should explicitly state their firm commitment to accord high
priority to legislative and other measures for accelerating the equal and full
participation of women in economic and social development with a view to eliminating
the existing inequalities between men and women in all sectors.

49. National strategies should as a matter of urgency integrate women into their
efforts towards the New International Economic Order and a new international
development strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade by:

(a) Studying and identifying new areas for national projects that would
accelerate socio-economic growth and at the same time enhance the socio-economic
participation of women by fostering economic and. technical co-operation among
countries;

(b) Providing advisory services for accelerating national self-reliance in
co-operation with United Nations organizations; also ensuring that women assist in
determining that technology transfer has a positive impact on the socio-economic
situation and health of women, as well as on their working conditions;

(c) Providing women in the most disadvantaged sectors of the population with
the ways and means of increasing their access to infrastructure, basic services and
appropriate technology in order to alleviate the heavy workload imposed by the basic
requirements and demands of their families and communities, women should also be
provided with opportunities to gain new skills and with job opportunities in the
construction and maintenance of the above-mentioned services, as well as in other
sectors;

(d) Adopting measures to make equal opportunities for development and
services available to women in rural areas and to women in urban areas by reversing
processes of unequal economic growth, implementing special investment and incentive
programmes in disadvantaged sectors, controlling mechanisms for the transfer of
resources from one sector to another and, where possible, preventing the rural
sector from being impoverished to the advantage of the urban sector.

50. Governments should, where appropriate, design certain special transitional
strategies and establish, compensatory mechanisms aimed at achieving equality of
opportunity in education, employment and health as a means of overcoming existing
inequalities in national administration, the educational system, employment, health
services and the like, it being clearly understood that the special strategies are
designed to correct imbalances and discrimination and will be phased out when such
imbalances and discrimination no longer exist.
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1. National development plans and pOlicies

51. Governments should undertake the following:

(a) The establishment of qualitative and quantitative targets for the second
half of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace;
projections for the planning cycles of 1985-1995 should be made where appropriate,
and reviews conducted in 1985 and 1990. These should especially seek to remove the
gap between the attainments of men and women, between rural and urban women and
between all women in underprivileged population groups, and other women in all
sectors and particularly in the fields of employment, health and education;

(b) Systematic and sustained linking of efforts to integrate women into
national development planning and policies, particularly in the sectors of
employment, education and health, and in the allocation of adeQuate material,
technical and personnel resources within each sector of national developmemt;

(c) The establishment of appropriate arrangements for monitoring and
evaluating the extent to which women participate in and benefit from both general
and sectoral development programmes. Reliable data should be collected and
technical services provided for periodic reviews of the progress made at all levels
of society in every major sector of the national development programmes; targets
should be established along with the allocation of physical and financial resources
in every development programme, in order to ensure a more just distribution of
benefits to women;

(d) The development and improvement of infrastructural technology, basic
services and incentives, particularly for the rural sectors of the population and
the urban poor; women should be given equal rights of land ownership, equal access
to credit and financing, basic sanitation, safe water and energy resources, and
the skills to maintain and build community self-reliance. Special attention and
additional services should be given to women in the area of health;

ji:O 'vit:
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processes
implement

(i)

Initiate where necessary, as a result of socio-economic conditions,
of integral agrarian reform, which will subsequently make it possible to
measures for promoting the development of women in rural areas:

To mobilize women, particularly poor women, in rural and urban areas;
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(ii) To organize learning and productive activity and access to needed
developmental services and inputs (e.g., education, primary health and
child care, skill development, credit and marketing facilities);

(iii) To organize working women, including those in the unorganized sectors, for
protection against exploitation, for socio-occupational mobility through
education and training and necessary supportive services for children;

(f) Systematic efforts to promote and assist grass-roots level organizations
as one of the instruments of development;

(g) The establishment of incentives and concrete programmes for increasing
the participation of women in decision-making processes at all levels and in all
spheres of national development;
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(h) vTherever possible time-tables should be established for the achievement
of particular objectives;

(i) 'Vhere appropriate, initiate consultations between government and
employer and employee organi zations as 1·rell as community groups to examine and
improve conditions for women workers.

2. National machinery

52. Where it does not exist, national machinery preferably at the highest level of
government, where appropriate, should be established. By national machinery should
be understood not only the establishment of central institutions at the national
level but furthermore~ where appropriate, the establishment of a comprehensive
network of extensions in the form of commissions, offices or posts at different
levels~ including the local administrative level because of its better capacity for
dealing with specific local situations, as well as working units in the relevant
branches of administration, in order to ensure the effective implementation of
action programmes ensuring the equality of men and women with a view to:

(a) Upgrading its capacity and role in national development plans;

(b) Achieving a more central location within the existing institutional
arrangements for the formulation and planning of and strict compliance with
pOlicies and programmes and for monitoring their implementation and evaluation;

(c) Conceptualizing women's problems in an integrated manner within each
sector of development and at the same time developing effective methodologies,
pOlicies and mechanisms for affirmative action, where appropriate, to ensure an
integrated approach;

(d) Ensuring the full participation of women in measures taken by government
or other agencies.

53. Effective institutional links between national machinery and national planning
units as well as national women's organizations, should be established with a
view to:

(a) Increasing their decision-making powers;

(b) Increasing their technical, financial and personnel resources;

(c) Advising on new approaches to accelerate the full participation of women
in every sector of the development process, according to national priorities;

G.J Drawing up national programmes for women in the priority areas of
employment, health and education so as to make possible their full participation at
the national level. These should also aim at intensifying over-all efforts to
promote technical co-operation among countries and development in the areas of
science and technology, water and energy resources among others, in line with the
strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade and the programme of action
for the New International Economic Order.

-18-
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54. Women should be represented on the basis of equality in all bodies and
institutions dealing with development so as to be able to influence national
policies at their inception - all this with a view to advancing the status of
women and their participation in development.

55. The national machinery should increase the participation of grass-roots
organizations, such as women's and youth associations, rural workers' organizations,
community organizations, religious groups, neighbourhood associations, as well as
trade unions, both in decision-making and in the implementation of projects and in
this regard should serve as a liaison unit between appropriate government agencies
and grass-roots organizations.

56. The national machinery should implement effective programmes aimed at ensuring
that women participate in and benefit from the implementation, at the nationel,
regional and international levels, of the relevant recommendations of such major
conferences as the World Employment Conference, the World Conference on Agrarian
Reform and Rural Development, 3/ the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development, ~-and the International Conference on Primary Health
Care. 2J

57. The national machinery should also provide appropriate channels of
communication between women's organizations and other organizations, in order to:

(a) Help women's groups to obtain financial and technical assistance from
international and bilateral funding sources;

(b) Provide reliable data on the socio-economic and political participation
of women to both governmental and non-governmental organizations, including those
that act as formal and non-formal educational agencies, with a view to sensitizing
society to the importance of the contribution to be made by women to development

nt and informing the public of the obstacles to equality of opportunity.

58. To ensure that the national machinery serves its purpose, it is advisable to
~ carry out studies and interdisciplinary research on the actual status of women,

drawing on the experience already acquired in some countries with women's studies
programme s .

3. Legislative measures

59. All remaining discriminatory legislative provisions in the social, economic and
political spheres and in penal and civil codes should be examined with a view to

:e
tion

3/ See Report of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
(WCAARD/REP), transmitted to the General Assembly by a note by the Secretary
General (A/34/485).

4/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
~el;pment, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E. 79 .1. 21 ) .

'2../ Report of the Internat ional Conferenc e on Primary Health Care. Alma-Ata,
6-12 September 1978 (UNIDO/IOD.255).
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repealing all laws and regulations discriminating against women with reeard to
rights concerning nationality~ inheritance, the ownership and control of property,
the freedom of movement of married women, the custody of children and the like or
which inhibit their effective participation in or planning, implementation and'
evaluation of economic transactions.

60. Governments should develop programmes to inform women of their legal rights
and should point out ways in which women can use these rights. Where appropriate,
Governments should establish commissions to assess women's legal rights and the
establishment of priorities for legislative measures and to identify, specify and
classify the necessary legislative measures that have not yet been enacted.

61. In countries where large sections of the population are governed by customary
law, Governments should carry out investigations into the degree of protection or
oppression and amOill.lt of discrimination experienced by women under customary law,
in order to deal with or reject such practices by statutory legislation at an
appropriate time.

62. Governments should implement the provlslons of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

63. Procedures should be provided - or, where they already exist, strengthened 
for effectively implementing social legislation, especially that affecting parents.

64. The protection of the social function of parenthood and of maternity should be
guaranteed in legislation. Both in the public and in the private sector, the
definition of maternity leave should be understood to be the period Which is
required by expectant mothers for the protection of their health before childbirth
and by mothers for the recovery of their health after childbirth. Recognizine; that
the raising of children is a joint responsibility of parents and the community at
large, efforts should be made to provide for parental leave, available to either
parent.

65. Legislation should also be enacted and implemented in order to prevent domestic
and sexual violence against women. All appropriate measures, including legislative
ones, should be taken to allow victims to be fairly treated in all criminal
procedures.

66. Educational and informational programmes on the socio-economic implications of
laws should be launched among various professional groups, especially the legal and
judicial professions, in order to prevent; where possible, the law from bein~

applied inequitably.

67. Programmes of counselling and legal aid should be developed and implemented to
enable women, especially those in the disadvantaged sectors, to have effective
protection through legislation. Broad programmes to publicize legislation should
also be implemented to make women and, in partiCUlar, those in the poorest sectors
&lrare of their rights and obligations and of the institutional guarantees therefor.

68. The necessary steps should be taken to ratify or accede to all international
instruments of the United Nations and its specialized agencies that deal with
women's rights, in particular the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women. Those affecting the poor, such as those concerning
the rights of rural and agricultural women workers, are particularly important.
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Participation in the political and other decision-making processes

69. Every effort should be made to enact, before the end of the Decade,
legislation guaranteeing women the right to vote, to be eligible for election or
appointment to public office and to exercise public functions on equal terms with
men~ wherever such legislation does not already exist. In particular, political
parties should be encouraged to nominate women candidates to positions that give
them the possibility equally with men to be elected.

4. Participation in the political and other decision-making processes, and
participation in efforts to promote international co-operation and strengthen
peace

75. Special attention should be given to ensuring that formal or informal
:;ld practices which result in de facto discrimination against women in the selection of
~Jrs candidates for political office or in their exclusion from formal decision-making,
efer. particularly in bodies such as public councils, boards or informal committees,

should be eliminated.
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70. Governments and the organizations concerned should foster knowledge of civil
and political rights, promote and encourage political organizations which carry out
programmes involving the participation of women and implement broad programmes for
the training of political officials.

71. Governments and political parties should, where appropriate, establish goals,
strategies and time-tables and undertake special activities for increasing, by
certain percentages, the number of women in elective and appointive public offices
and public functions at all levels, in order that women should be equitably
represented.

72. Special governmental instructions should be issued for achieving equitable
representation of women in the different branches of Government and in departments
at the national, state and local levels. Special activities should be undertaken
to increase the recruitment, nomination and promotion of women, especially to
decision-making and policy-making positions, by publicizing posts more widaly,
increasing upward mobility and so on, until equitable representation of women is
achieved. Reports should be compiled periodically on the numbers of women in pUblic
service and the levels of responsibility in their areas of work.

73. l'1omen should be equitably represented at all levels, especially the senior
levels, in delegations to international bodies, conferences and committees dealing
with political, economic and legal questions, disarmament and other similar issues.
Governments should encourage and support increased employment of women at all
levels, technical and professional, in the Secretariat of the United Nations and its
subsidiary organs and specialized agencies.

74. Uhere special qualifications for holding public office are required, they
should apply to both sexes equally and should relate only to the expertise necessary
for performing the specific functions of the office.

,-.e;,.-.*-
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Participation of women in efforts to promote international co operation and
strengthen peace

76. Women of the entire world should participate in the broadest way in the
stl uggle to strengthen international peace and security, to broaden international
co-operat ion and develop friendly relations among nations, to achieve detente in
international relations and disarmament, to establish a new economic order in
international relations, to promote guarantees of fundamental freedoms and human
rights, and in the struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid,
foreign domination, foreign oppression, foreign occupation. High priority should
be given to providing training and educational opportunities at all levels. These
might include university or college courses, lectures on international affairs,
panel discussions, conferences, seminars and other educational activities.

77. Solidarity campaigns with women struggling against colonialism,
neo-colonialism, racism, racial discrimination and apartheid and for national
independence and liberation should be intensified; such women should receive all
possible assistance, including support from agencies of the United Nations system
as well as other organizations.

78. The efforts of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
strengthen international peace and security should be intensified in every way. The
active participation of women in the activities of such organizations should be
supported. Exchanges between the national organizations of different countries in
favour of international co-operation and the strengthening of peace should be
promoted.

79. Intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations should examine more
comprehensively the consequences of disarmament for social and economic development
in general and for improving the status of women in particular. The results of such
studies should be made available to as many women and men as possible and must be
given practical effect.

80. In view of the importance of eliminating international inequities,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations should continue to study the
impact of the activities of transnational corporations on the status of women and
to make use of the results of such studies in practical programmes.

81. Governments should also be made aware of the results of such studies so that
they realize and prevent the negative effects on the status of women which are
caused by the activities of transnational corporations, as is the case in South
Africa where transnational corporations sustain the system of apartheid by their
investments.

82. Support should be provided by all women of the world in proclaiming solidarity
with and support for the Palestinian women and people in their struggle for their
fundamental rights. Moral and material assistance should be extended by the United
Nations system to help Palestinian women. Specific programmes and projects should
be carried out to fulfil that aim.
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5. Measures relating to education and the dissemination of information

83. Independent organizations, inclUding women's organizations at the national,
regional and international levels, should study the ways in which the mass
communications media, including the news media and advertising, treat the status of
~men and women's issues. Evidence that women are being treated in a sexist or
demeaning way should be brought to the attention of the media concerned for
correct ion.

84. Every effort should be made to encourage the fullest and most active
participation of' women at all levels of policy-making and decision-making within
media organizations. Governments should use the opportunities they have by way of
appointments to regulatory bodies and broadcasting networks to ensure that women
~e equally represented in senior decision-making.

85. Special efforts, for example, training programmes to sensitize media personnel
at all levels, should be made to ensure that women are portrayed as persons in their
own right and that the portrayal of women and women's issues reflects women's
rights, needs and interests.

86. Educational programmes and campaigns using the media should be instituted in
order to eliminate prejudices and traditional attitudes that limit the full
participation of' women in society. Such campaigns should also inform women and men
of their rights and ways of exercising them. Women's organizations and other
non-governmental organizations, political parties and trade unions should play an
active role in the process of educating women politically in order to increase their
capacities for participation in decision-making bodies. Special attention should be
given to the role the media can play in reaching the migrant women. Women should
~so have access to training in the use of various forms of the media, in order to
be able to present to as wide a public as possible their own perceptions of their
needs, ideas and aspirations.

87. Governments should encourage the mass media to support the increased involvement
of women in efforts to strengthen international co-operation and peace and to
broadcast programmes that make women more aware of the activities and positions of
their Governments in vital questions of international affairs, thus enabling them to
fulfil their roles in strengthening international peace and security and in opposing
colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all
forms of' foreign domination.

88. Special campaigns should be undertaken to encourage the increased participation
of women and girls in rural community and youth development programmes and in
Political activities.

89. The mass media should promote the Programme of Action for the Second Half of
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, as well as
other international, regional and national programmes for women, so that the public
is made aware of' such programmes and thus participate to a greater extent in their
implementation.

90. Bearing in mind the fact that one of the impediments to promoting the status of
\ women lies in social attitudes and the evaluation of women in society, the mass

media offer great possibilities as one means of promoting social change. They can
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help remove prejudices and stereotypes, accelerate the acceptance of the new role
of women in society and promote their role as equal partners in the process of
development.

91. In all fields of activity, the mass media should become one of the basic means
in society of overcoming the contradiction in, on the one hand, the presentation of
women as passive, inferior beings having no social significance and, on the other
hand, an accurate picture of their increasing role and contribution to society at
large. The mass media should also recognize that both parents have equal duties
and responsibilities for the training and education of children and for household
duties. Governments, as communicators, in preparing communications to or about
their countries should ensure that the contents reflect government commitment to
status of women issues and concerns.

6. Improvement of the data base
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92. All data-collecting agencies should give a sex and age breakdown of any
information they gather, wherever relevant.

93. Some of the concepts and analytical tools of research, particularly those
relating to economic processes - evaluation, labour, work, employment, social
productivity, household, family and the like - should be re-examined so as to
improve tools for the analysis and conceptualization of the economic and social
roles of women within the home and outside.

94. Priority should be given to research concerning those groups of women that
have been neglected in social research - namely, rural workers in agriculture and
allied activities and working women in the underprivileged sectors of society.
These are women who, far from being the dependants they have generally been assumed
to be, have always had to perform multiple roles in order to ensure the survival of
their families. For better evaluation of development progrrorrmes, access to and
utilization of data need to be ensured.

95. National and regional indicators should be developed and improved for
determining the degree to which women have actually been participating in
development, as a means of measuring their actual contribution to the development
process. A set of statistical indicators should be established by Which progress
towards equality between the sexes can be monitored. In establishing such a set of
indicators, Governments will need to take into account the current state of their
country's statistical development as well as their individual policy priorities. A
system should be devised for placing a monetary value on unpaid work, in order to
facilitate its reflection in the gross national product.

96. The level of economic growth in general and the sectoral structure of that
Growth should be established so as to determine employment openings. Data on the
composition of populations (e.g., age structure and the relation between rural and
other sectors of a population) should be collected so that the need for employmem
openings) health services and edu~ation can be identified.

97. Current statistical operations and practices should be reviewed to ensure that
they are free from sex-based stereotypes.

98. Where appropriate) permanent advisory committees to national statistical
authorities should be established to improve the quantity and relevance of data
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pertaining to the situation of women, their participation in development and
equality between the sexes. The work of such advisory committees may be
supplemented from time to time by the organization of larger meetings of users and
producers of statistics to address specific issues of mutual concern.

99. Research and testing of new or revised concepts and classifications should be
designed or expanded to improve the usefulness and relevance of the statistics
needed to describe the role and status of women, their participation in the
development process and equality between the sexes. Such research and testing,
whether carried out by the national statistical services or by university or other
research groups, would need to involve both the users and producers of such
statistics and would need to encompass both methods and procedures for data
collection and those for the analysis and presentation of data.

7. Role of non-governmental organizations

100. There should be mutual co-operation between Governments and non-governmental
organizations, women's and youth groups, employers and workers unions. voluntary
agencies, community organizations, including religious groups, the mass
communication media, political parties and the like, in implementing the Programme
of Action for the Second Half of the Decade.

101. Governments should take account of the activities of non-governmental
organizations and should support, where appropriate, the efforts of all relevant
ortanizations, institutions and other associations concerned ,dth the welfare and
status of women.

102. Governments should recognize the importance of the role of women's
organizations, encourage and assist them and provide them with financial and other
assistance. particularly at the grass-roots level, to enable them to perform their
functions which include activities such as:

(a) The mass mobilization of women and, in particular. poor women in rural and
urban areas;

(b) The provision of all development services and facilities (education.
health and child care. expansion of credit and marketing capabilities and
facilities. information on social, political and economic rights. etc.);

(c) The establishment of organizations for women workers in non-trade-union
occupations both in rural and urban areas as a means of protecting them against
exploitation and providing the necessary auxiliary child care services.

103. 'Vith regard to the follow-up of the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, Governments should:

(a) Make possible the publication and dissemination of the results of the
Vorld Conference and of the Forum of non··governmental organizations;

(b) Enable non-governmental groups to become involved in the realization of
, the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade;
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(c) Consider the role and resources of non-governmental groups in the
implementation of international, recional and national pla~s for the improverrent of
the situation of women~

(d) Consider as a plan for the future, and establish strategies for their
implementation~ the input and particular recommendations of non-governmental grOUpSj

(e) Give financial resources to non-governmental groups so that these groups
can make a contribution towards the implementation of the Programme of Action.

104. Non-Bovernmental organizations should support governmental efforts by:

(a) Investigating the problems of different groups of women;

(b) Assisting and promoting organizations of women at the grass-roots leve~. ~

especially those established among poor and uneducated women to promote learnlng
and productive and other developmental activities;

(c) Providing liaison services for such groups with educational and other
development agencies;

(d) Promoting attitudinal change among men and women;

(e) Promoting solidarity among women's groups;

(f) Influencing and informing the mass media and political groups;

(g) Developing new analytical methodology;

(h) Launching programmes and activities to serve~ in particular, rural women;
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(i) Promoting public acceptance of family planning, including sex education; 1. Er

Object:

111. ~

the le

(j) Informing their members of government pOlicies and development plans as
well as of international standards and programmes for improving the situation of
women.

Grass-roots organizations

105. In accordance with the regional plans of action and with a view to implementing
the World Plan of Action, Governments and agencies on other levels should, where
appropriate, promote the establishment of grass-roots organizations of women as ~
integral part of their over-all development efforts and should provide adequate
financial and personnel resources for such efforts to succeed. Such grass-roots
organizations of women will serve as forums for women to develop self-reliance and
will eventually enable women to obtain real access to resources and power and to
shoulder greater socio-economic and political responsibilities within their
communities and their societies.
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of
B. Objectives and priority areas for action taken

in connexion with the subtheme of the World
Conference, "Employment, health and education ll

Introduct ion

106. The objectives and priority areas of action for improving the employment,
health and education status of women in every country should be promoted within the
over-all context of national planning and development for the whole population.
Improvement in the condition of women in these areas is also instrumental in the
development of the country. Furthermore, the improvements in anyone of these
sectors also affect the situation in other sectors. Recognition of this
interrelated nature of the programmes is essential if their effectiveness is to be
maximized. Socio-cultural values should not suffer as a result of physical economic
development. Therefore, integrated and innovative programmes and new methodologies
should be explored.

107. The programmes should also invariably include measures for building the
cA.padties of 1.omen themselves by their training and information programmes and by
their organizing themselves, with the assistance of Government and other
socio-political forces, to make full use of new opportunities, policies and
programmes.

108. Labour pOlicies and action taken in favour of women workers should form part of
over-all employment policies and measures for the entire working population, men and
women alike, with a view to overcoming the problems that affect women only and
preventing measures of protection which discriminate against them. Employment
pOlicies for underprivileged population groups, such as urban fringe groups, the
low-income sector and indigenous population groups, should include references to the

nj specific situation of women workers.

1. Elnployment

Ob,iectives

teg

109. To promote full and equal opportunities and treatment for women in employment,
bearing in mind that this requires that both women and men have the possibility to
combine paid work with household responsibilities and the caring for children. To

I ensure that women and men receive equal remuneration for work of equal value and
equal educational and training opportunities in both rural and urban areas, so that
women may obtain more hiBhly skilled employment and become integrated into the
development of their countries with a view to more rapid and balanced growth in
agriculture, industry and other non-traditional sectors, with the aim of ensuring
better over-all working conditions for women, achieving more rapid and balanced
growth in both agriculture and industry and integrating women in development.

110. To increase and promote employment opportunities for women as part of national
efforts to bring about a more just international economic order, with a view to
achieving national self-reliance, increasing economic and technical co-operation
among developing countries and the full utilization of the labour force for their

I olm benefit and promoting the socio-economic development of their own countries.

111. To improve the working conditions and occupational mobility of women worlrers in
the lower and middle levels of the sectors in which the majority of women work.

1

I
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112. To ens~re equal rights and opportunities for the gainful employment of rural
women both 1n agricultural and non-agricultural jobs under proper working
conditions) improve the capabilities and productivity of rural women workers~

increase food production, diminish migration in countries where this is necessary
and ,..hose population policies contain explicit provisions to this effect, promote
rural development and strengthening of self-reliance programmes; to extend labour
and social security legislation to women working in aericulture.

113. To promote effective pOlicies for increasing employment opportunities~ to
improve existing ones and enable women to obtain jobs involving more skills and
responsibility, particularly at the managerial level, in all sectors of the
economy, to promote occupational mobility for women, in both rural and urban areas,
by encouraging the provision of maternity protection, child-care facilities,
technical training and health protection, with a view to achieving the
industrialization targets for the third United Nations Development Decade.
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114. To facilitate paid employment of women by encouraging increased involvement of
males in sharing domestic and child care responsibilities.

115, To take measures for the implementation of legislation relating to working
conditions for women.

116. To formulate and implement national and local training and employment
programmes and projects which take particular account of the need to give women
access to gainful economic activity and to improve their employment situation in
priority areas for the economic and social development of their countries.

117. To adopt measures for ensuring that women's entry into certain sectors of the
labour market does not result in lowering the working conditions, remuneration and
status of those sectors.

118. To promote technology that will improve the labour productivity of women while
decreasing their work time and to guarantee that women workers are the ones who
benefit from such an improvement.
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119. To review implicit and explicit job evaluation criteria with a view to
overcoming difficulties and obstacles to the job advancement and careers of women.
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Priority areas for action

l~!l. Special action should be taken to ~nsti~ute programmes whi<:h would inform
' ....omen workers of their rights under leg1slatlon and other remedl~l measures. .The
importance of freedom of association and the protection of the rl~h~ to organlZe.
should be emphasized, this being particularly relevant to th~ pos1tlon. of wo~en In
employment, Special measures should be taken to rat~fy and Implement 1n,natlonal
legislat ion the relevant conventions and recommendatlons of the Internat10nal
Labour Oreanisation concerning the rights of women as regards acc~ss to e~u~l
employment opportun~ties, eClua~ pay for work of equal value, work1ng condltlOns, job

security and maternlty protectlon.

120. To ensure that, in all sectors, the economic returns from women i s work accrue

directly to them.



ral

i

reas.

at of

g

n
in

the
and

#1

122. Information programming should be instituted aimed at making women, especially
those in the rural areas and in socio-economically disadvantaged groups 9 aware of
employment opportunities and of the opportunities for education, training and skill
acquisition.

123. Measures should be taken to ensure that development agencies in different
sectors of national planning include larger numbers of women in their staff as a
matter of policy and, as part of that policy, allocate resources to progrromnes for
women's employment and training, the provision of supporting services and other
essential inputs.

124. Legislative and/or other measures should be adopted and implemented which
guarantee women protection against any sexually-oriented practice that endangers a
women's access to or maintenance of employment, that undermines her job performance
and thus threatens her economic livelihood.

125. Legislative and/or other measures should be adopted and implemented to secure
for men and women the same right to work and to unemployment benefits, as well as
to prohibit, through inter alia the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the
grounds of pregnancy or of maternity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the
basis of marital status. Legislative and other measures should be adopted and
implemented to facilitate the return to the labour market of women wbo have left it
for family reasons and to guarantee the right of women to return to work after
maternity leave.

126. Measures should be taken to ensure on a basis of equality of men and women the
right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions, including the
safeguarding of the function of reproduction. Special protection should be provided
to women during pregnancy in types of work proved to be harmful to them.

127. Measures should be taken to ensure that migrant workers enjoy equal treatment
"hile and access to vocational training as nationals of the host country, and to improve
) the status of women who, in the process of migration, accompany the migrant workers

as members of their family.
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128. Vays should be investigated in which the unpaid work in the household and in
agricultural tasks which women and men perform can be recognized and reflected in
official statistical data collections.

~9J Urgently needed infrastructure services should be developed and provided, such
~~dequate housing, safe water, energy and child care centres, for families and
poor communities in rural areas and urban slums, in order to alleviate the workload
traditionally imposed on women in their performance of tasks essential for the
survival of their communities, and to increase their levels of gainful employment
and productivity, it being understood that the benefits of higher productivity should
accrue to women workers and their families.

130. Where appropriate. flexible formal or informal training programmes should be
designed and implemented for women in non-traditional areas in order to widen their
employment opportunities and to enable them to generate income through the
production of goods and services.
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131. The access of women to special technical training programmes should. be
increased and women so qualified should. be helped to obtain jobs suited to their
individual skills; legislative measures should be enacted and a~propriate legal
as sistance provided to prevent exploi.tation based on sex, race ~ age, marital stat
or motherhood in both the traditional and modern sectors. In addition, measures Us

should be taken to ensure that women are introduced, on the same footing as men t
new types of training in the advanced technologies which are now being widely , 0

developed.

132. Measures should be taken to provide for part-time workers levels of
remuneration and social security benefits which are proportional to those of fwl.
time workers, and the same levels of working conditions and standards of
protection.

133. ~There necessary, measures should be taken to develop and/or accelerate much
needed changes in policies in the tertiary sector, which includes the informal
subsectors of small-scale trading, domestic services and the like in both urban ~d

rural areas, especially by (a) extending the coverage of labour legislation, in
particular for domestic services workers; (b) guaranteeing the right to organize
trade unions and other appropriate organizations, such as credit and marketing
co-operatives controlled by the women concerned; and (c) increasing access to
managerial and technical training and to financial resources, credit facilities and
other inputs in order to improve the working conditions of women and increase their
occupational and educational mobility as well as their productivity and economic
returns.

134. Measures should be adopted which guarantee that, when transfers of technology
take place ~ account is taken of the factors of production available in the country
to which the transfers are made in order to avoid any labour force disruptions,
which usually affect women more severely. Research should be promoted on
appropriate endogenous technology which takes account of national characteristics
and, in particular, those of developing countries. New programmes and appropriate
policies should be developed concerning industrialization and the transfer of
technology aimed at maximizing benefits and preventing adverse effects from the
transfer of technology on both the employment~ training, health and nutrition
of women and over-all development. Standards should be instituted to ensure that
technologies transferred are safe for utilization and recipient countries are
alerted to the hazards of particular forms of technology.

135. Studies should be carried out on the pOlicies, programmes of action and
expanding operations of transnational corporations to ensure that they offer
greater employment opportunities for women and to prevent their negative effects.

136. The access of women workers to recreation and culture should be increased since
their double workload prevents them from having enough necessary free time; it is
therefore essential that household chores and family care should be shared by men,
and special emphasis should be placed on the obligation of couples to share
household tasks with a view to facilitating the access of women to gainful
employment.

13'T. Measures should be taken to ensure that in economic recessions the employment
market is not less accessible to women than to men. ~leasures taken under soci~
legislation concerning unemployment should not directly or indirectly lead to
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ineQuality between women and men. Retraining facilities should be provided for
unemployed women, preferably in growth sectors.

to
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138. To ensure that women and men are able to harmonize their occupational
activities with their family life, child-care facilities and amenities for
adolescents should be provided, the length of the working day reduced, and flexible
working hours introduced.

139. The number of women at the decision-making level in both national and
international workers' organizations and advisory bodies should be increased at
least until the proportion corresponds to the number of women carrying on an
occupation.

140. Equal employment opportunity programmes should be developed to promote the
access of women to all levels of management and decision-making positions and
effective programmes should be devised that will promote the access of women and
girls to non-traditional skilled trades.

2. Health

Ob,] ectives

~ir 141. To improve the physical and mental health of all members of society through:

(a) An improvement in the health status of girls and women, as a necessary
aspect of over-all socio-economic development;

ri
ry (b) The formulation of demographic policies;

(c) An improvement in health care for women throughout their life cycles;

:e (d) The increased participation of women and men, not only as beneficiaries of
the promotion of health but also in the formulation and implementation of policy
decisions regarding health at community and national levels;

(e) Studies of the causes of diseases, the establishment of clinical and
epidemiological research programmes and the organization of services to deal with
national problems;

(g) Training human resources for health programmes of the required quantity
and Quality;

nee

(f)
forms of
from the
assault,

The development of pOlicies and programmes aimed at the elimination of all
violence against women and children and the protection of women of all ages
physical and mental abuse resulting from domestic violence, sexual
sexual exploitation and any other form of abuses;

t

(h) The inclusion of the mental health aspect, as well as programmes for
curbing the abuse of alcohol and drugs, in over-all health programmes for women.
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~riority areas for action

142. Promote primary health care with the participation of the communities as the
overridinB healtll priority and as a fundamental vehicle for achieving the health
goals and objectives of the World Plan of Action.

143. Give high priority to meeting the health needs of women within primary health
care, with particular attention to the special needs of women in rural and
depressed urban areas and monitor health programmes in order to secure that women's
health needs are properly met.

144. Formulate official pOlicies to involve women in the planning and execution of
health programmes at all levels, particularly to increase the participation of women
at decision--making levels.

145. Ensure accessibility for all women to maternal health care (including care
during pregnancy and childbirth and post-natal care), nutrition (including measures
to control nutritional anaemias), family planning, prevention and treatment of
infectious diseases - inclUding sexually transmitted and non-communicable
diseases - and parasitic diseases, through the establishment of a comprehensive
family health, nutrition, and health education network, in order to give women
better access to health care.

11+6. Develop, implement and strengthen child welfare and family planning programmes
and family planning information for inclusion also in school curricula for girls and
boys on safe and acceptable fertility regulation methods so that both men and women
can take the responsibility for family planning, to promote the health, safety and
welfare of mothers and infants and to enable women to exercise the right to decide
freely and responsibly for the number and spacing of their children. Family
planning should be facilitated as one means of reducing maternal and infant
mortality where high risk factors prevail> such a.s high parity, too frequent
pregnancies, prpenFlllr·-j PH t:LL t:hp cxL.l:c>mes of the reproductive age, and the frequency
Rnn "<>n5'::J. u£ ::''''l..:l'etly performed abortions.

147. To promote the physical and mental well-being of women, prOVlSlon should be
made for additional research over the next few years to facilitate analysis and
assessment of the status of women.

148. Develop programmes to improve the training and utilization of community health
workers, especially women, traditional medical practitioners and birth attendants
and elderly village women; support women in their contribution to primary health
care both within the family and the community, particUlarly with reference to sel1'
care and self-reliance in health.

149. Draw the attention of doctors and other health professionals to the health needs
of women in general, not only in relation to pregnancy and childbirth; emphasize
preventive medicine and the need to share responsibility and decision-making with
professionals in other disciplines and with women themselves.

150. Establish official incentive policies to sive women greater access to training
in the medical professions and in health-related research in accordance with local
and national needs.
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151. Develop simple economic, social and cultural indicators in order to obtain
better data on trends in morbidity and mortality among women and their access to

:he and utilization of health services. Establish a national basic health information
:h system to provide up-ta-date and reliable indicators of prevailing conditions,

future trends and resource productivity.

~th i 152. Give high priority to the formulation and implementation of food and nutrition
policies based on the needs of women, particularly pregnant and lactating women, and

~en's those of women and children of lower socio-economic status in both rural and
depressed urban areas; establish educational programmes through vocational schools
and community agencies to improve the quality, availability. preparation,

: of preservation, rational use of and distribution of food, especially locally grown
\..c::~ food.

153. Protect the health and safety of women and their families from contamination,
spoilage and adulteration of foods, harmful additives and preservatives,

~es mislabelling, deceptive packaging and irresponsible promotion of foods of low
nutritional value and of breast milk substitutes. High priority should be given to
the enactment and enforcement of comprehensive legislation, where appropriate, and
the creation of appropriate standards of safety, health, product information and
quality, including standards for the preparation, preservation, packaging and
labelling of foods and other products sold in the markets. Women and men should be
instructed as to the right and hygienic use of such products. Information as to the

I!£es right to such protection should be widely disseminated through schools. the media,
s ~i and village and community organizations.

ana 154. Develop explicit programmes at national and local levels to improve hygiene,
sanitation and access to safe water supplies and shelter as fundamental bases for
good health.

155. Develop policies to ensure a safe working environment both in the home and in
=ncy the work place and provide appropriate technology +-0 relieve the workload of women.

Carry out specific studies on labour hygiene and safety~ particularly in branches of
activity in which the health of women might be affected.

156. Introduce legislation aimed at eliminating occupational health hazards likely
to affect reproductive functions, reducing environmental pollution~ and controlling
disposal of toxic chemicals and radioactive waste.

ltb

, ~

.d-

157. Promote extensive health education programmes, inclUding special efforts to
encourage positive traditional practices, especially breastfeeding, and to combat
negative practices detrimental to women's health .

158. Formulate specific programmes for the prevention of maternal and infant
mortality, giving priority to depressed rural and .urban areas and to most vulnerable
population groups.

159. Encourage the formulation and implementation of social support measures such as
maternity and parental leave, child care, breast feeding breaks etc. to enable women

J:g and men to carry out parental roles in the optimal and healthiest manner,
J.

160. Direct special attention to the needs of elderly women, women living alone and
disabled women.

I
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161. Es·tablish programmes giving full medical attention to adolescent women, since
adolescence is a critical time in women's biological and psychological development
and also involves a change in their relationship to the social environment in which
they live.

162. Prevent mutilation practices which damage women's bodies and health.

163. Promote research into the extent and the causes of domestic violence with a
view to eliminating it; take measures to eliminate glorification of violence against
and sexual exploitation of women in the mass media, literature and advertising;
provide effective help for women and children who are victims of violence, e.g. by
the establishment of centres for treatment, shelter and counselling victims of
violence and sexual assault.
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164. Formulate a plan of action for the protection of women against abuse of
alcohol, tobacco and drugs and also excessive use of certain medicaments,
princ ipally by informing them of the hazards these substances present for them
their children.

3. Education and training

and

P:iority

1'4. Educ
mjor req
€3tablisl1
l~tainmen

:iteracy

165. To provide equal access to educational and training opportunities at all levels
of all types for girls and women in all sectors of society, thus enabling them fully
to develop their personalities and to participate on an equal footing with men in
furthering the socio-economic aims of national planning and to achieve self-reliance,
family well-being and improve the quality of life.

166. To contribute to a change in attitudes by abolishing traditional stereotypes
of men's and women's roles and stimulating the creation of new and more positive
images of women's participation in the family, the labour market and in social and
public life.

167. To take into consideration in educational programmes and methodologies the
special perspective of education for non-violence, mainly with regard to
relationships between women and men.

168. Include in educational programmes and methodologies a special emphasis on
education against violence, particularly violence in relationships between women
and men.

169. To provide for women and girls innovative programmes and methodologies which
stimulate creative development, promote the right to freedom and develop the ability
to communicate through the eradication of illiteracy, while at the same time
UPGrading functional skills and basic information about employment and health
related matters as well as their political, economic and social rights.

170. To establish transitional links between school life, apprenticeship and
working life, whenever possible, in order to ensure for women and girls better
interaction between education, training and employment.
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171. Formulate and implement education programmes with final-y~ar courses a.oAJ!t.ed
to the specific needs of the economic and social development of the country,
designed to improve and increase the access of women to gainful employment and give
them opportunities to take part in non-traditional activities.

172. To increase the opportunities and facilities Which promote participation of
women in science and technology through education and training in these fields.

1~3. To devise means of encouraging girls to stay at school longer and to ensure
tLat courees chosen by girls are in a range of fields inclUding the prOfessions,
mallagement, economics and the sciences which vrill enable them to achieve positions
0:' :.nfluence in the decision-making process.

P:iority areas for action

1'4. Education, specifically literacy, being a key to national development and a
mjor requisite for improving the status of women, efforts should be made to
Eltablish targets for the abolition of differentials in the literacy and educational
fjtainment rates for girls and boys within over-all national efforts to increase
:iteracy and education for the whole population.

-75. National educational accreditation and equivalency programmes should be
Qesigned to encourage the return of women and girls who have dropped out into the
:'ormal education system.

1~6. Promote education programmes for children, particularly those of pre-school
:1 a~e ~ as well as young people, aimed at strengthening women's contribution to society

aJd at changing the traditional roles assisned by social and cultural norms to
WOllen and men.

177. Establish targets for the expansion of educational opportunities and
facilities for women, including courses and institutions with adequate personnel and
materials, for which resources have been earmarked.

17i . Provide new formal and extracurricular education to enable women to combine
tr2ir household duties with the opportunity to improve their educational level.

J(9. Encourage, through legislation, free and compulsory education for girls and
'~ys at the primary level, with the provision of assistance to establish co-education
'hen possible. Provide trained teachers of both sexes and, if necessary,
cransportation and boarding facilities.

180. Increase the enrolment of female students in education courses and, in
particular, in science, mathematics and technical courses, and in management
training courses in the areas of science and technology, especially by encouraging
them to enrol in such courses.

181. Provide for equal access to all levels of general. education, vocational
education, and training for all types of occupations, including those traditionally
accessible to men, and to new training schemes and other facilities such as on-the
job training, scholarships, inexpensive boarding and lodging facilities and
accessible child care arrangements, ensuring equal job opportunities after completion
of vocational education or training for ooth entry and re-entry, after a periOd of
absence, into occupational activities.
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~82. Examine curricula and learning materials with a view to removing sex-bias and
tne stereotyped portrayal of the roles of girls and women and promote the
development of non-sexist resources and curricular materials.

183. Establish targets for the na~ion-wide implementation of the learning materials
developed to optimize the potential of women for countries which have started the
work since 1975.

184. Include courses on women's issues in university degree programmes.

185. Develop programmes at the secondary, tertiary and adult education levels to
encourage a basic understanding of human rights, including the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant instruments. Such courses should
stress the fundamental importance of the elimination of discrimination on the basis
of race I3.nd sex.

186. Train guidance counselors and teachers to assist girls and boys in choosing
occupations according to their personal capacities and not according to stereotyped
sex roles.

187. Design and promote teacher training courses to alert teachers to the
stereotyped assumptions which inhibit choice in school subjects and to the neeQ to
widen the options available to women and girls in their future training and
occupational choices. Provide, whenever possible, counseling services for the
benefit of parents, teachers and pupils as well as for workers and employers.

188. Encourage parity of men and women in teaching and administrative positions at
all levels of education.

189. Identify the situational constraints on different culturally or socially
underprivileged target groups (e.g. girls of school age who are not attending
school, illiterate adults or adults who are engaged in home responsibilities and
need additional or diversified education, working women of different age groups in
rural and urban areas, mature women and immigrant women) and formulate and
implement programmes for such groups.

190. Monitor programmes and take measures for improving the data on drop-out rates
of girls and women and their causes, and on course content and levels of skills
acquired, in order to facilitate the introduction of remedial or accelerated
measures and to generate greater commitment to the policy objectives within the
system.

191. Where appropriate, provide for particular target groups, g1v1ng priority to
those needing them most, counseling and supportive services and certain necessities
(child care, earning and learning schemes, transport, clothing, books,
supplementary nutrition, reading centres, special tuition in basic subjects such
as mathematics, scholarships and stipends and the like), on the basis of
situational analyses, and include resources for such services as priority items in
educational budgets.

192. Provide for education for women in the context of life-long education in all
major development sectors, in developed and developing countries, and take
specific measures for obtaining the necessary funds and personnel.
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193. Promote instruction and interdisciplinary research on women and the
implications of the goals of the Decade as an input to the educational process,
particularly in institutions of higher and teacher education, in order to dra",f OL

the experience acquired in some countries with women's status and to eliminate all
attitudinal and conceptual biases and prejudices, especially those relating to
class, that hinder understanding of the role and situation of women.

194. Urge Governments to encourage women to enrol in all their technical institutes
and to promote, through every means available to them, the establishment of
intermediate technical courses.

C. Priority areas requiring special attention

1. Food

Ob,iectives

195. To enhance and stimulate the key role performed by women in all phases of the
process of food production and their contribution to the economic and social
development of their countries, at the same time raising their status.

196. To ensure proper planning of the agricultural production sector so that the
agricultural output covers as a matter of priority the supply of products that are
socially and nationally necessary for the nutrition and food requirements of women
in rural areas.

Priority areas for action

197· Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Promote the incorporation of women in all phases of the agricultural
prOductive process, inclUding post-harvesting processing, up to and inclUding the
marketing of products;

(b) Provide women with the necessary skills and appropriate technology to
enable them to participate better in the process of subsistence food production;

(c) Establish a link between food production and food consumption processes
by providing information on the nutrients required for the development of the
population and in particular of children and by making rural women aware of the
need for proper nourishment. Eliminate inappropriate consumption patterns which
have developed as a result of ignorance or manipulation by commercial advertising;

(d) Promote the participation of women, especially in rural areas, in
agricultural policy-making, leading to the production of basic foods for family and
national consumption;

(e) Ensure access to and use of appropriate technological model of
agri cult ural production for both sexes without di stinction :

(f) Stimulate the participation and full voting rights of women in
co-operatives and other forms of organization relating to the prOduction,
processin~, distribution, marketing and consurrption of basic food products;
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(g) Ensure access for women in conditions of equality with men to financing
mechanisms covering all phases of production, up to and including the marketing of
food products;

(h) Support forms of marketing of basic foods for family consumption which
will be conducive to the opening up of priority markets for the sale of their
prod.ucts.

,(

Prior:

200.

I

provi~

2. Rural women l
benef:

ObJectives

198. Enhance the effective contribution of rural women to the economic and social
development of their countries in cases where they are hampered by their inadequate
access to appropriate technology, by the inadequate social infrastructures in rural
areas and by the double workload they bear through their participation in working
the land and their performance of household duties.

199. Improve the living conditions of women in rural areas, and to this end:

(a) Acknowledge the contribution which women make to the economic and soci~

development of their countries, and take steps to ensure that rural women
participate equally and effectively in the development process as beneficiaries and
as agents for change by affording them participation as policy-makers, organizers
and implementers of development programmes;

(b) Give rural wcmen at all levels. access to forITal andn~n-formal courses
in leadership and decision-making, as well as to programmes that teach skills
appropriate to their lifestyle and skills which could be utilized, if necessary,
for paid employment;

(c) Provide rural women with basic human needs, including clean water
supplies, effective sanitation, adequate food and nutrition, basic health services,
shelter and appropriate fuel supplies. They should have access to formal and.
non-formal education programmes, which should be available at minimum cost and
inconvenience to already overburdened women. They should also have assured access
to technology at all levels, particularly in relation to food storage and
preservation, transport and marketing and labour-saving tools and devices;

(d) Provide rural women with access to improved transport and communication
systems, and to all forms of media;

(e) Extend to all rural women free and equal access to credit facilities
where these are available;

(f) Aid donor countries and recipient Governments should consult on ways of
developing programmes at the village level for involving local women in their
planning and implementation. Care should be taken to ensure that development
assistance programmes do not exclude women from technological training.
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Priority areas for action

200. Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Eliminate from legislation on rural development, where necessary,
provisions that discriminate against women;

(b) Make rural women aware of their rights so that they can exercise and
benefit from them;

(c) Ensure access for rural women to the use, enjoyment and development of
land, in conditions of equality with men, by according to women the same practical
and legal rights as those of men in access to ownership and the use and management
of land, in the production of goods from land by means of agriculture or grazing
and in the disposal of any such products or of the land itself;

(d) Allocate sufficient financial resources to carry out research, especially
field research, which will provide a sound basis for initiating, expanding and
strengthening concrete and integrated actions aimed at promoting the development of
rural women and their integration in economic and social activity in rural areas;

(e) Examine carefully the possibility of devising statistics which measure
rural women's contribution on an equal basis with men's, including labour in the
sphere of agricultural production, unpaid family labour and food production for
family consumption, as well as monitor the impact of development so that negative
and unforeseen consequences, such as increased workload and loss of income earning
opportunities, can be identified;

(f) Provide rural women with the appropriate technology and suitable training
enabling them to improve and promote their traditional small-scale in-home
industries;

(g) Encourage the participation of rural women, in all forms of social
organization of labour, with a view to their achieving, inter alia, control over
their wage levels, participation in the production process and greater equality in
working conditions;

(h) Foster the effective participation of rural women in the cultural,
political, economic and social activities of the community;

(i) Create and strengthen the necessary infrastructure to lighten the
workload of rural women, through, inter alia, the application of appropriate
technology but ensuring that such measures do not result in occupational
displacement of women;

(j) Design and carry out literacy and training campaigns for specific rural
areas, promoting the effective participation of women in such campaigns;

(k) Improve employment opportunities for women in agricultural and
non-agricultural jobs in rural areas by providing training and ensuring an adequate
allocation of material, technical and financial resources, so as to provide an
alternative to migration to urban areas and ensure a balanced development in the
other social services with a view to narrowing the existing development gap between
rural and urban sectors, thereby preventing migration and its harmful consequences;
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(1) Examine and strengthen rural women's participation and contribution in
and benefit from development and diversification of the forest economy; 4. Migran

(m) Establish special schemes to provide basic education for children and
adults in remote, sparsely populated or very underprivileged rural areas, for
example, by setting up children's hostels which provide board and lodging?

(n) Increase rural women's access to rural services by broadening the range
of agricultural training and extension programmes to support women's roles in
activities of agricultural production, processing and marketing and by increasing
the number of women in the training and extension prograffimes of development
agencies at all levels;

(0) Promote the processing of agricultural products by national, community,
State or mixed enterprises; create jobs for rural women and families in the
agro-industrial sector; and design and implement national plans for the developmerlt
of the agro-industrial sector and rural industries.

3. Child care

Objectives

201. To develop or extend government-supported early childhood services appropriate
to the individual family's needs.

202. Enable women, and especially working women, to discharge their
responsibilities with regard to their children, and combine their work outside the
home with their responsibilities as mothers. Special efforts should also be made
to enable fathers to assume their share of family responsibilities.

Priority areas for action

203. Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Include provision of community-based, work-based and work-related child
care services 9 out-of-school hours and holiday care, crisis care and care for those
families engaged in shift work;

(b) Improve the existing services by improving the competence of the persons
providing them, the quality of the services provided, health conditions and the
material aspects of the services;

(c) Create new services suited to the needs and conditions of working women
and undertake the necessary studies to determine the real nature of those needs;

(d) Provide the necessary services at the lowest cost so as to match the
resources and possibilities of women with limited incomes;

(e) Involve mothers in the planning of those services, and in their provision
and assessment on a continuous basis so that they can be developed;

(f) Encourage child care centres in shopping centres to cater for occasional
care needs.
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4. Migrant women

Objective

204. Migrant women~ including wage earners and the family of migrant workers,
should have.the same access to education, training, employment and support and
health serVlces as the national population.

Priority areas for action

205. Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Provide language and literacy training facilities in the community and at
the work place. Access to these courses should be facilitated by income
maintenance and child care services;

(b) Provide orientation and information progrronmes, including information on
employment and training to all migrant women, in their own languages where
necessary, to assist them in settling into the host country;

(c) Establish vocational training and counseling programmes~ where necessary,
including interpretation services;

(d) Ensure that social support and health services provide interpreters or
bilingual workers;

(e) Encourage and assist union and employer organizations to inform migrant
women about industrial legislation, procedures and rights;

(f) Provide culturally appropriate child care services to meet the needs of
migrant and minority children and their families;

(g) Ensure migrant women~ on a basis of equality with the national
population, general education and vocational/professional training. Measures
should be taken to improve the level of education and training of migrant women
through language and literacy courses upon arrival in the host country. Special
education and training facilities should be provided for marriageable daughters of
migrant workers who are of compulsory school age but who for various reasons do not
attend school in the host country. Special attention should be given to reacbing
migrant ~men, for instance through the mass media, notably radio. Supplementary
training and special guidance is necessary for social workers and teachers. In
most cases these will, of necessity, have to be women;

(h) Ensure, on a basis of equality with the indigenous population, equal
health care for migrant women. Measures should be taken to improve the health
status of migrant women, paying special attention to stress-related ailments caused
by differences in cultural, social and religious conditions. Provide additional
training for domestic health care work on the differing cultural and religious
attitudes migrant women may have towards health and ill-health.
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5. Unemployed women PrioritJ

Objective

206. Governments should take steps to ensure that unemployed women have access to
secure employment.

Priority areas for action

207. Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Provide formal and non-formal training and retraining to equip unemployed
women with marketable employment skills. Such training should include personal and
vocational development programmes;

(b) Guarantee to unemployed women social security benefits, adequate
accommodation, and medical services on the basis of individual need.

6. Women who alone are re~ponsible for their families

Ob,jective

208. Governments should ensure that women who alone are responsible for their
families receive a level of income sufficient to support themselves and their
families in dignity and independence.

Priority areas for action

209. Governments should take the necessary measures to:

(a) Provide training and retraining for secure employment through programmes
which should include income maintenance, child care, parental leave and personal
and vocational development programmes;

(b) Assist women who alone are responsible for their families to obtain
secure and appropriate accommodation;

(c) Guarantee favourable access to finance and credit, medical and health
services.

7. Young women

Ob,jective

210. Promote specific government policies for the education, health and employment
of young women so that, in view of the role they play in revitalizing and carrying
on systems of behaviour, attitudes and values, they receive the guidance and
support they need, during the time when they are planning their future lives, to
act wisely in crucial situo.t.ir>r1s, such as the adoption of values and attitudes; the
choice of fl hucbaw.1; the birth and rCi.itiing uf Lllcir fir-tit child; access to their
first Job; and electinn to office.
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Priority areas for action

211. Governments should take the necessary measures to:

(a) Give special attention to the education of young women, who are the only
human resource with a possibility of bringing about change in the future, with a
view to ensuring that they are consciously involved in social and political
development; that they enjoy and exercise the right responsibility, deliberately
and willingly to found a family; and that they are given more and better
opportunities to take part in the process of production;

(b) Give priority attention to young women in matters relating to food and
health in general in order to improve the living conditions of present and future
generations and to permit the exercise of the right to health.
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Part Three: The Programme of Action at the international
and regional levels

IV. INTERNATIONAL TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

212. International targets and strat~gies both at the regional and the global
levels should be based on a clear recognition that peace. security and national
independence are essential prerequisites for an environment wherein the rights,
responsibilities and roles of women can be promoted and the three objectives of
the Decade - equ~lity, development and peace - can be attained.

213. The perpetuation of glooal economic inequalities and economic dependence,
which are the product of an economic system that is unfair and incompatible with
the development of countries. slows down the process of development of all nations,
particularly of the developing countries, and inhibits the full utilization of the
material and human potentials of those countries, including women. The elaboration
o~ an international development strategy for the third United Nations Development
Decade, formulated within the framework of the new international economic order ant
directed towards the achievement of its objectives, is thus of fundamental
importance for the achievement of the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women.
It is essential to establish 1:.Jals enyis'1.0;inc~ the aS3um:rtion by ;;,omon of full
economic, political. cultural and social responsibility.

214. Progress towards disarmament can greatly contribute to the achievement of an
adequate economic, social and cultural environment and enhance the development
process through the reallocation of resources, particularly to the developing
countries.

215. One of the concerns of the international community has been the need to
restructure and reformulate the policies of the economic and social sectors of the
United Nations system so that it can help speed up the establishment of the New
International Economic Order, the development of developing countries, and the
promotion of the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women.

2l6. The restructuring has taken into account the need for decentralization of
certain activities and the strengthening of regional programmes, particularly in
the areas of economic and technical co-operation, in advisory services and training
and research, data collection and analysis. The past few years have also witnessed
the formulation by the regional commissions of regional plans of action for the
integration of women into development and programmes aimed at implementation or
some of their provisions. Of utmost importance, however. is the need to integrate
women at both regional and global levels into the priority areas mentioned above
in a programme of concerted and sustained international action for the second half
of the Decade and beyond. until the plans to attain women's integration in
development are fully implemented.

21T. Member States are increasingly looking to the United Nations and to
organizations in the United Nations system to take more dynamic international
action in promoting women's full and equal partnership in development, both as
contributors and beneficiaries. This is evidenced by the increasing number of
resolutions~ plans and policy declarations. Commensurate with the need for more
dynamic programmes and policies is the need for co-ordination of activities of the
various organizations in the United Nations system as well as the appropriate
institutional arrangements, within them, involving, "ih;'rcvcr necc::;sary, structural
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transformations. There is also a need for the development of relevant
methodologies for integration of women in all their programmes and activities.
In line with the integrated nature of the development process itself and with
the need to reduce both isolated actions and overlapping of activities the
Programme of Action aims also at greater cohesiveness and co-ordinatio~ of efforts
of the various organizations.

218. The Programme seeks to outline essential strategies and broad areas for
international action. International action in this context includes regional
action. However, some recommendations are addressed specifically to regional
commissions and to other organizations concerned in the United Nations system for
action at the regional~ sUbregional and national levels in order to assist
Governments and supplement national programmes.

V. INTERNATIONAL POLIC IES AND PROGRAMMES

219. All organizations in the United Nations system, in closer co-operation with
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned, should support
efforts towards establishing, strengthening and implementing national, regional and
global programmes aimed at women's integration in development, revising and
redefining, if necessary, development concepts, objectives and policies to achieve
it. These programmes at the international level should take into full
consideration the essential linkages in the develo~lent process at national,
subregional and international levels, and with adequate communication between
institutions and machineries related to women and major planning units at all
these levels.

220. In order to achieve the targets envisaged for the third United Nations
Development Decade, all development planning should take due account of the
potential contribution and the interests of women. This consideration will lead
to more appropriate development programmes which will increase productivity, whilst
at the same time guarding against "the possibility of any adverse impact which the'
transfer of technology and the redeployment of industry may have. Development
projects should strongly emphasize the indigenous capabilities of the developing
countries and enhance their creative capacity.

221. New approaches should be developed for increasing the mobilization of women's
resources both for advancing their socio-economic status and increasing
productivity. To this end, they should offer, inter alia, special incentives to
develop co-operative movements, particularly among women of the pocrer sectors of
society, aimed at developing co-operative technology enterprises for community
self-reliance in water, energy, health, sanitation and housing, day care centres,
and other basic services.

222. Multilateral and bilateral development and other organizations as well as
non-governmental o~ganizations working in the field of development should continue
to provide development assistance to programmes and projects of developing
countries which promote women's integration and participation in all aspects of
the development process, also within the framework of technical co-op~r~tion among
developing countries. In this connexion efforts should be made to ut~l~ze fully
locally availnble expertise in project design and implementation and to ensure
greater quality in the project results through, among ot.hers, flexible
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implementation procedures. These programmes and projects should inter alia focus
on efforts to strengthen developing countries' capabilities to plan and implement
programmes for women~ including capabilities to develop alternative technology~

research and the application of renewable sources of energy.

223. The United Nations Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women should continue to
intensify its efforts to give special support to women most in need, and to
encourage consideration of women in development planning. Contributions to the
Voluntary Fund will need to be greatly increased during the second half of the
Decade if demands now being made on its resources are to be adequately met.
Adequate development funds should be available for activities specific to the
acceleration of the full participation of women in economic and social development
at national~ regional and international levels.

224. Studies should be undertaken by the United Nations organizations concerned to
identify new ways and means of facilitating the integration of women 9 especially
of the poor sectors of society, into the mainstream of development, including
women workers in agriculture and industry. The 110. in co-operation with bodies
such as UNCTAD, UNIDO and FAO, should develop studies to assess the working and
employment conditions of rural women with a view to assisting Governments to
revise national and international policies concerning wage and labour policies, as
well as trade agreements and prices of those commodities where women's and men's
wages ~e adversely affected by and also affect the exchange earnings of the
developing countries as obtained from'the export of such CCl:n-:ocUties. UImSCO, in
co-operation with other United Nations organs and organizations concerned, should
continue to prepare studies and sponsor projects ,lith a view to assisting
Governments to assess progress made and obstacles that women face in gaining
access to and enjoying primarY9 secondary Lnd post-secondary educational
opportunities and to contribute to the development of research and teaching about
women at the university level and in non-formal education. WHO. in co-operation
with United Nations organs and organizations concerned should continue to assess
progress made and obstacles women face in gaining access to health care,
particularly progress in the development of primary health care.

225. The United Nations Secretariat should undertake a comparative compilation of
national legislative measures which are aimed at promoting sex equality. Such a
compilation would assist in the introduction of new laws designed to integrate
women into all fields of activities by generating ideas and exerting persuasion.
The compilation should be issued within the framework of the United Nations
Legislative Series.

226. International and regional organizations should provide assistance, if
requested, to national machineries for wonen, for improving their capabilities and
resources to accelerate inteGration of women in the development process and take
up programmes and projects for them.

227. In the framework of bilateral development co-operation efforts should be
made, in conformity with national priorities, to strengthen national programmes
aimed at the full participation and inteGration of women in all aspects of
development, including participation of women at the grass-roots level. In all
bilateral development activities women should participate in the preparation and
implementation of programmes and projects.
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228. The eleventh special session of the General Assembly on economic development
should take into full account the women's role in economic development· the
forthcoming United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy, the
programmes for the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, and
other forthcoming international conferences should also take into account issues
of particular interest to ,,!Omen.

229. The United Nations and its organizations should~ in co-operation with national
Governments, develop strategies for increasing women's participation in the socia~,

economic and political life, ensuring full and effective participation of women
in all sectors and at all levels of the development process~ including planning,
decision-making and implementation, and, in keeping with these objectives, seeking
to:

(a) Reduce the burden on women of tasks traditionally performed by them in
the home and in food production and child care through appropriate technology and
a fair division of labour between women and men;

(b) Counteract factors which tend to keep girls and women out of schools
and training centres;

(c) Create new employment and occupational mobility opportunities for women;

(d) Increase the economic returns to women for their labour, and implement
the principle of equal pay for work of equal value;

(e) Recognize the important contribution of women to economic development,
raise the productivity of women's labour for their own benefit and the benefit of
their own families, and at the same time undertake appropriate structural changes
to prevent women's unemployment;

(f) Recognize the vital role of women in agriculture and guarantee them
equitable access to land, tecbnology, water, other natural resources, inputs and
services and equal opportunities to develop their skills;

(g) Promote equal participation of women in the industrialization process,
counteract possible negative effects of industrialization, and ensure that
scientific and technological development will benefit both women and men;

(h) Ensure women's active participation in and access to primary health
care, in the light of their specific health needs.

230. International programmes and policies - including regional ones - are groupea
into five areas. Each is covered below in a separate section.

A. Technical co-operation. training and advisory services

231. Technical co-operation programmes for women should be conceived in the context
of over-all development and not as welfare programmes.

232. Technical co-operation activities should be directed towards assisting and
complementing Governments' efforts aimed at enhancing the development of human
resources partiCUlarly among the most disadvantaged groups of popUlation with a
special emphasis on women.
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233. All organizations of the United Nations system, including the regional
commissions, should:

(a) Review existing and proposed plans and projects in this area with the
aim of integrating the issues of concern to women in all programmes and project
in order to improve the effectiveness of those projects as well as to improve t~e
status of women;

(b) Encourage and support Governments and non-governmental organizations
including research institutions, in elaborating appropriate technology project~
and in identifying ways in which women can participate in and contribute to the
effectiveness of development projects and improve their own economic and social
condition;

•
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(c) Organize seminars and workshops on the issues related to women and
development and ensure that the topic of women and development be included in the
substantive discussions of international conferences;

~~ Assist Governments in organizing more training courses with the
assistance of the International Research and Training Institute for the Advanc~em

of l'!omen (INSTRAW) for improving women's planning, technical and managerial skills
in different fields, especially of functionaries implementing programmes and
policies for women. Promote fellowships and other special educational and training
programmes to increase the capacity of women workers and planners so that they
can gain better occupational and social status;

(e) Assist national and regional prograrnmes benefiting women in rural a.reas. )
Programmes for women should be viewed as an investment in the process of
development and women should be included as active participants in the design,
planning and implementation of projects in all sectors and not simply as
beneficiaries of services;

(f) Ensure that technical co-operation, training and advisory services by the
organizations of the United Nations system are in conformity with national
objectives and with policies outlined in the World Plan of Action and the Pro~~e

for the Second Half of the Decade.

234. UNDP should intensify its efforts to encourage and assist Governments to find •
innovative approaches to achieve their development goals through incorporating
and benefiting women by:

(a) Instructing resident representatives to advise Governments on issues in
country programmes of particular interest to women, and to monitor regularly
existing prog~ammes and promote project development, co-ordination and
co-operation among United Nations and other organizations so as to further the
achievement of the goals of the Decade;
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(b) Continuing to promote regional, subregional and national projects
through regional commissions, national machineries for women and research and
training centres, especially activities leadin~ to the introduction and
dev310pment of new programmes in order to achi~ve the intecration of women in
development;

(c) Continuin13 its support for the Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women,
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235. Governments should formulate, as part of their developffient co-operation
policies, guidelines for the implementation of the Programme of Action for the
Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women.

1. Mobilization of human resources

236, Efforts should be intensified within the programmes of organizations of the
United Nations system to involve more men in programmes for attitudinal change
in all the relevant sectors, particularly employment, health, education, rural
development and political participation. Men should be involved in health
programmes to ensure that the responsibility for improving the situation of their
families and communities is not the sole responsibility of women.

237. The effective participation of women, particularly in the developing
countries, in the programmes of organizations in the Uni.ted Nations system should
be encouraged, including their participation in interregional and regional
seminars and meetings.

238. Women at all levels, especially those from gr~ss-roots organizations, should
be encouraged to play a more effective role at the decision-making level in
international organizations.

239. United Nations organizations and Member States are urged to take the necessary
measures to increase the proportion of women by nominating and appointing women,
particularly from developing countries, for posts in decision-making levels in
secretariats and expert bodies. Member States are also urged to increase the
proportion of women on their delegations to all United Nations meetings, including
meetings of preparatory committees for international conferences and to prepare
women to take an active role in such conferences. In this regard, Member States in
co-- erl,rel,tion vrith United Nations bodies should make arrangements for the inclusion
of items on lifonen; s issues in the agenda of such conferencQ8.

240. Measures should be taken to reinforce efforts of Member states, specially
developing ones, to develop and strengthen endogenous capabilities and capacities
for the ,elaboration of policies for science and technology and for their
application to the solution of problems of development, vrith special emphasis on
the disparities in the access of women to scientific and technical education and
training.

2. Assistance to women in southern Africa

241. The recommendations are addressed to United Nations organizations, the
specialized agencies, Governments, international and regional intergovernmental
organizations, women's and anti-apartheid groups, non-governmental organizations
and other groups.

242. The assistance provided will be channelled through the southern African
liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity. It is
divided into the following categories of assistance:

(a) Legal, humanitarian, moral and political assistance to women inside
South Africa and Namibia persecuted under repressive and discriminatory legislation
and practices and to their families and to women in refugee camps;



(b) Training and assistance to integrate women into positions of leadership
and support within the national liberation movements in the struggle for
liberation;

(c) Training and assistance for women to play roles in all areas after
liberation in the reconstruction of their respective countries;

(d) International support for and co-operation with the southern African
women's struggle;

(e) To disseminate information about apartheid and racism and its effects 00

women in southern Africa in particular, and to involve all women in efforts to
eradicate apartheid and racism and to promote and maintain peace;

(f) To assist in the strengthening of women's sections where they already
exist in the national liberation movements and the creation of such sections where
they do not currently exist as a means of accelerating the achievement of equal
opportunity for women and their full integration in national life. Such women's
sections through the national liberation movements should, in consultations with
the United Nations organizations, the specialized agencies, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, determine and make known their policy and progr~e

priorities.

243. To call on Member States of the United Nations which have not yet done so to
ratify the 1973 International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid.

3. Assistance to the Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied
terr i tor ies

244. The United Nations organizations, the specialized agencies, United Nations
organs and funds, Governments, international and regional intergovernmental
organizations and other groups are called u~on to provide assistance in
consultation and co-operatiom ,Tith the Ealestine Liberation Orcanization~ the
representative of the Palestinian people:

(a) To undertake studies and research pertinent to the social and economic
conditions of the Palestinian women with a view to identifying their specific
needs and to formulate and implement relevant programmes to meet their needs and
to develop resources and potentialities of women;

(b) To provide legal, humanitarian and political assistance to Palestinian
women in order to allow them to exercise their human rights;

(c) To establish, expand, and diversify educational and training programmes
for Palestinian women with partiCUlar emphasis on expanding technical and
vocational training;

(d) To safeguard and promote the Palestinian heritage and values as the c&e
of the educational content with a view to preserving the Palestinian national
identity.
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(e) To eliminate all restrictive legal and social measures that hinder
Palestinian women from having access to available employment opportunities and
equal pay for equal work, and to provide them with equal training and employment
opportunities so that they can contribute effectively to the formation of an
integrated Palestinian labour force;

(f) To assist materially and technically women's organizations and
associations, and to provide support to the General Union of Palestinian Women
with a view to develop their institutional capabilities to undertake extension
programmes, adult education and literacy progrromnes for women and child care
services;

(g) To formulate and implement integrated health and nutrition programmes;
to train Palestinian women in the various medical and paramedical professions and
to strengthen existing health services provided by the Palestinian Red Crescent,
particularly those related to maternal and child care;

(h) To collect and disseminate information and data about the effect of
Israeli occupation on the social and economic conditions of the Palestinian women
and their struggle for aChieving self-determination, right of return, and right to
national independence and sovereignty.

4. Assistance to women refugees and displaced women the world over
~o to
~ the 245. Humanitarian assistance to and resettlement of refugees, regardless of sex,

race, religion or national origin, and wherever they may find themselves, is an
international responsibility which all nations concerned should help bear.
Because the overwhelming proportion of refugees are women, who generally suffer
more radical changes in role and status than male refugees, the United Nations and
other international organizations are urged to address themselves specifically to

)Os the problems and vulnerabilities of women.

246. The following recommendations are addressed to the United Nations High
~ Commissioner for Refugees and, within their competence or special interest, the

organizations of the United Nations system, specialized agencies~ international,
regional and intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations,

~ic women's groups and all other relevant institutions, competent associations, and
Governments.

and
247. The United Nations High Commissioner and other bodies mentioned in
paragraph 246, as appropriate~ in assisting women refugees, are requested to

lian formulate specific programmes relevant to them in all phases of refugee life:
relief, local integration. resettlement, and voluntary return to their homes. All
Governments concerned are invited to help, thereby easing the burden on countries

mmes of first asylum in particular. Third countries should be urged to receive refugees
for resettlement without discrimination on ~he basis of sex or lack o~

qualifications. There is a particularly urgent need for senior level
responsibility for the special needs of refugee women, including monitoring, in

~ core the UNHCR and other agencies and orgl3..nizations involved in refugee relief. These
l progr~es should also apply to displaced women, wherever appropriate.

248. It should be recognized that in refugee situations and of displaced persons,
women and children form the bulk of the refugees and have particular needs.
Therefore special efforts are necessary to ensure their survival and well-being,
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and to prevent their abuse and exploitation. The traditicnal disadvantages of
many women in society are intensified in refugee situations as well as for
displaced persons. This must be recognized in formulating any programmes of
assistance. The assistance provided through the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees or through bilateral intergovernmental channels as far as resources
permit should include the following categories of assistance:

(a) Legal. humanitarian and moral assistance to "TOmen refugees ensuring for
them the fullest respect for their human rights in accordance with the principles
of the Universal DeClaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, to prevent exploitation of their ignorance of their
rights and of their comparatively weak position;

251. The
activiti;

252. Eve:
United Ni

(a)
Forms of
resoluti,
early da'

(b) Special relief efforts directed to refugee women and children, and
particularly to handicapped persons, to ensure that available aid reaches them;

(c) Assistance and counselling to women refugees at an early phase of their
arrival in the country of asylum, with emphasis on the development of self
reliance;

(d) Special health care measures and health counselling, inclUding family
planning services on a nationally acceptable and voluntary basis for women
refugees, as well as supplemental feeding programmes for pregnant and lactating
women, provided through means relevant to their culture and traditions, and by
women medical workers where necessary;

(e) Training and educational programmes, including orientation, langua~e and
job training, designed to facilitate the necessary adjustments of women refugees
to their new life and the preservation of their cultural links with their country
of origin;

(f) Special national and international efforts to facilitate family reunion
and support for tra(~inc~ prcfTmnr;s;
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(g) Skill development programmes for refugee women so that they may learn
to employ their potential for income-earning activity;

(h) The UNHCR should encourage Governments in whose territory abuses of
women refugees take place to bring to justice the perpetrators of such abuses.
Host country Governments should be encouraged to allow sufficient international
personnel in refugee camps to discourage exploitation or any attacks upon women
refugees.
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250. The role of women refueees in the operation and administration of refugee
camps should be substantially expanded, including distribution of food and other
supplies, and the design of training and orientation prosrammes. The UNHCR is
urged to develop policies which actively involve refugee women in self-help
programmes in an effort to utilize their sl'dlls and talents fully.

249. Assistance should be provided in strengthening the counselling programme for
women refugees, both in rural settlements and urban centres, and the design of
special sac ial work programmes to reach women refugees, where such programmes do
not at present exist. Special orientation programmes should be provided for women
refugees awaiting resettlement in third countries.
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251. The United Nations system should give high priority in its pUblic information
activities to the need to assist refugee women and children the world over.

B. Elaboration and review of international standards

252. Every effort should be made by the United Nations and organizations in the
United Nations system to encourage Governments:

(a) To sisn and ratify or accede to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women adopted by the General Assembly in its
resolution 34/180, of 18 December 1979. so that it will come into force at an
early date within the period of this Programme,;

(b) To sign and ratify or accede to, if they have not yet done so. all
conventions of the United Nations and specialized agencies which relate to
women. §j

253. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women should keep
under review the reporting systems under the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women once it comes into force. The Commission on
the Status of Women should keep under review the reporting system for the
implementation of the World Plan of Action and the implementation of tbe Programme
for the Second Half of the Decade.

254. The United Nations and organizations in the United Nations system shoUld. in
the t'crmulation of irtcrnational standards in areas '\-There they do net exist ~ take
into account the needs of women.

255. The specialized agencies should submit reports on the implementation of the
Convention in areas falling within the scope of their activities. when requested
to do so, and should attend the meeting of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women when invited to do so.

256. Measures should be taken by bodies and organizations in the United Nations
system, particularly UNCTAD, UNIDO, the Centre on Transnational Corporations, the
International Labour Organisation and the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, to include specific provisions relating to women in the
international codes of conduct for transnational corporations and on the transfer
of technology aimed at diminishing any adverse effects of redeployment of industry
and technology.

C. Research, data collection and analysis

~ The United Nations, the specialized agencies, and the regional commissions
should give high priority to undertaking multisectoral and interdisciplinary
action-oriented research in relevant and important areas where information does
not already exist on the ways of integrating women in development, with a view
to formulating development objectives, strategies and policy measures responsive

6/ See, for example, Human RiGhts: A Compilaticn of International
Instr~e"1ts, He,v York, United Nations 0 197'8; L~nd InternatioEal L,bour
Organisation, International Labour Conventions and Convention on the Elimination
of All ForDS of Discrimination against Women, United Nations, New York, 1979;
and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
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to the needs of women and men. Such research should utilize existing institutions
such as the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women as well as more use of joint institutions which deal with questions
concerning status of women. The research should be aimed at developing effective
methodologies of planning for women's development and at evaluating the
participation of women in the informal sectors of the economy; the health status
of' women; the double burden of' working women and data on the degree of absence of
women because of maternity, educational opportunities or lack thereof for women, in
particular factors contributing to illiteracy, full access of women, including
drop-outs among the female popUlation, to all types and all levels of education;
the conditions of the female-headed household; the participation in the formal
sectors of the economy; political participation and the nature of the contributions
o~ women's organizations. Emphasis should also be given to fuller and more
systematic analysis of all the interrelationships between women's roles in
development and demographic phenomena. Research should also be conducted on
employment opportunities projected for a periOd of five or ten years after the
Decade for Women, and on training/educational programmes that will meet the need
for the specific work force so identified.

258. Taking into consideration that international migration has become an enduring
process in the labour market, the special problems of migrant women, as related to
their economic functions, legal and social status, difficulties arising from
language barriers and the education of the second generation deserve special
attention. The ILO, in co-operation with bodies such as UNESCO, FAO and WHO,
should continue and develop studies to assess the employment, health and
educational conditions of migrant women with a view to assisting Governments in
reviewing their national and international policies concerning employment, soc~al

security, housing, social welfare policies, and the preservation of the cultural
heritage as well as the use of mass media as supportive channels of information for
migrant women.

~ The United Nations, in close collaboration with specialized agencies and
regional commissions and on the basis of the work done by INSTRAW, should prepare
and make available compendiums of statistics on women, containing the most recent
data, time-trend analyses where available, as well as national and international
measures designed to improve the situation of women. The Directory of
International Statistics, prepared by the Statistical Office, Department of
International Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, should
include a special section indicating where relevant data exist by which progress
toward eQuality between the sexes can be monitored.

~:-}The Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities of the Administr~tive ~ornmitte7 on
Co-ordination, in agreement with INSTRAW, should, as soon as POSS1ble, lnclude 1n
its programme of work consideration of statistics relating to women and develop
sbort- and long-range goals for improving the quality and relevance of data
pertaining to the conditions of women. Such discussions should include plans to
update data concerning women with a particular e~phasis on the d:v:lop~ent,
evaluation and updating of estimates and proj ect~ons of the partlclpat10n of women
in all areas of nationa.l life.

261. rrhe United Nations should, in close collaboration with the specialize~ .
agencies, the regional commissions and national Governments encourage statlst:cal
operations and practices that are free from sex-based stereotypes and approprlate
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research methodology that would have relevance to the participation of women in
development and equality between the sexes.

262. The United Nations, with the concerned specialized agencies, should pay
special attention to the industries in which the overwhelming majority of employees
are female, analyse the causes of their existence and the possibilities of neW
technological patterns leading to deep changes in the respective branches.

263. At the regional level the regional commissions, in collaboration with the
specialized agencies, should:

(a) Assist the countries of the region to establish indicators by which
progress toward equality between the sexes can be monitored. In establishing such
a set of indicators, Governments should be advised to take into account the social
and cultural realities of the country, the current state of the country's
statistical development as well as their individual policy priorities;

(b) Prepare for each region an inventory of social, economic and demographic
indicators relevant to the analysis of the status of women in the region. For a
better eValuation of development programmes, the utilization of, and access to,
such data should be ensured;

(c) Assist countries in the development of surveys carried out as part of the
national household surveys capability programme, including batteries of questions
of special relevance to the participation of women in development and equality
between the sexes;

.n1 (d) Increase their level of investment in long-range fundamental research on
11 women and development t without violation of national priorities, so as to provide a
I hi sound scientific base for development planning.

D. Dissemination of information and experience
re
nt 264. The respective specialized agencies of the United Nations, during the second
1 part of this Decade t should give special consideration to the conditions of work of

women, including the problems of working hOUTS and working norms for women t and
bring their conclusions to the attention of member States.

ou1:

s 265. The United Nations and UNESCO should ensure the inclusion of wellen in tr.p
current work undertaken in preparation for the new international information order
as both recipients and participants in information systems in which their problems

ee and issues are considered. In the definition of new communication pOlicies the
in participation of women and their positive and dynamic image must be emphasized.

266. The United Nations system should ensure that women's issues form an integral
part of the existing international information systems and data banks (such as
AGRIS, INRES, INTIB, DIS), particularly the Info:rms,tiDl1 System Unit within the

:;!l Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, in order to facilitate
free exchange of experience and knowledge among international organizations and
their member States.

:1 267. The Joint United Nations Information Committee in carrying out its
responsibilities for programmes of social and economic information should:
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(a) Ensure that its annual plans of action take into consideration issues and
topics of particular interest to women, matters which particularly affect women, as
well as their participation in information activities such as press, pUblications,
radio programmes, film and television projects, reportage of field trips, seminars,
etc.;

(b) Advocate that an information component be built into projects such as
those assisted by the Voluntary Fund for the Decade and by other organizations of
the united Nations system, and which would be disseminated by the Department of
Public Information, specialized agencies etc.;

(c) Ensure that guides and directories of the United Nations Information
Centres contain relevant data and information about programmes and activities of
the United Nations relating to women.

268. The United Nations and other organizations in the United Nations system such
as UNCTAD, UNDP, UNFPA, UNEP, UNIDO, UNICEF, UNITAR, the lLD, FAO, UNESCO, WHO, and
WFP, should include in their publications, media support activities, training
programmes and seminars etc., specific guidelines on issues and topics of particular
interest to vomen and those in which women could be successfully integrated. In
particular, United Nations agencies concerned with development, education,
employment, health, population, food production etc., should increase their
information output on matters affecting wcmen, especially in developing countries,
with emphasis On reaching mass audiences in rural and isolated regions and
countries where women tend to be cut off from the main media channels.

269. In its programme on major political, economic and social issues as well as on
human interest stories, United Nations radio should include contributions and
participation of women in all these areas. The present weekly radio programme on
women should be continued through the Decade or longer as the need may be, with
adequate provision being made to adapt it in different languages and distribute it
more extensively. Co-production agreements between United Nations visual service
and local networks to expand the number of films on United Nations topics should
include co-production with women producers in developing countries on films related
to women's issues.

270. The United Nations should issue booklets, pamphlets and publications with
periodic progress reports on Decade activities and encourage the exchange of
information and experience between women in Member States through study visits and
the distribution of publications. The United Nations Handbook on the New
International Economic Order should include data and information on aspects of
women's participation. The Develo~ment Forum and other publications should contain
items related to the Decade. The United Nations Information Centres 3hould improve
their library materials on women and disseminate information on women more
actively, especially in developing countries. Information on women should be on the
agenda of meetings of the directors of the Centres throughout the Decade.

271. The United Nations and organizations of the United Nations system dealing with
development should strengthen their information components relating to women in
development and highlight the communication component of development projects.
Well-documented and built-in communication components should be included in all
development programmes or projects for the integration of women in development, and
more adequate evaluation of the uses of media in development support to spread
knowledge and increase the possibility of transfer. The United Nations and
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organizations of the United Nations system should collect and disseminate
information on training programmes in development communication with special
reference to programmes for women,

272. Information including detailed bibliographies of studies and other materials
produced by the United Nations and its specialized agencies on women in the
development process should be widely distrituted to member nations and appropriate
private research oreanizations to facilitate access to such information.

E. Review and appraisal

273. The United Nations system should continue to carry out a comprehensive and
critical biennial review and appraisal or progress achieved in implementing the
provisions of the World Plan of Action and of the Programme for the Second Half of
the Decade. The central role in the carrying out of this review and appraisal

d should be played by the Commission on the Status of Women, The reporting system as
well as the measures for dissemination of information should be designed for the

~. effective use of the result of monitoring by all bodies concerned.

274. The Commission on the Status of Homen and the Branch for the Advancement of
Women should be strengthened by resetting priorities within existing budgetary
resources. The integrated reporting system should be improved, as should the
Commission's ability to consider communications and the capacity for publicizing
its work.

275. vlith a view to achieving the full integration of women into the over-all
development planning of the United Nations, the review and appraisal of progress
made in implementing the World Plan of Action and the Programme of Action for the
Second Half of the Decade should be part of the procedures for the review and
appraisal of progress made in the implementation of international development
strategy for the third United Nations Development Decade.

.....

r

276. The specialized agencies and organizations of the United Nations system as
well as other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned should
consider the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade and assist in
its implementation.

277. The existing special mechanisms within the United Nations bodies and existing
specialized agencies should be strengthened to implement the Programme of Action,
to increase the incorporation of women's needs into all their programmes and
activities and also to increase women's participation in and benefit from those
programmes and activities.

278. The secretariats of all organizations within the United Nations system as well
as of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned should amend
their recruitment, training, promotion and remuneration pOlicies as necessary in
order to ensure equal treatment and status for men and women employed by the
organizations whether as temporary, fixed-term or permanent employees or as
consultants. Such organizations should, when requesting data on women's employment
from member countries with a view to publication, provide and publish comparable
data on the situation as regards women's employment within the organization
concerned.
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279. Guidelines should be established wherever they do not already exist for the
study of programmes and projects in respect of their likely impact on women. and
measures should be taken for monitoring and evaluating such programmes with respect
to their benefits to women,

280, Co-ordination and co-operation among the specialized agencies and United
Nations bodies should be effected by increasing use of the Inter-Agency Programme
for the Decade for Women and of the Branch for the Advancement of Women,

281, The regional commissions in their periodic reviews and appraisals sUbmitted to
the Economic and Social Council should report fully on specific aspects of the
situation of women in every sector of their development progrmmnes on the basis of
replies to the questionnaire on the implementation of the IVorld Plan of Action and
the PrograJnme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade. These should be
supplemented by appraisals of specific sectors undertaken by the regional
cOlnmissions and specialized agencies, reports of relevant regional meetings of the
United Nations and other documents and independent research.

282, Regional commissions should submit reports regularly to the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat on this
Programme as part of the over-all review and appraisal of the World Plan of Action.
There should be a close co-ordination of the regional programmes for the
advancement of women with United Nations Headquarters to ensure a better use of
resources.

283. Regional commissions should ensure that the high-level regional
intergovernmental and expert meetings Which they periodically convene should
inclUde, in their over-all periodic appraisal, an assessment of the situation of
women as a fundamental prerequisite for planning action programmes to meet the
objectives of the th2rd development decade and the New International Economic
Order 0

284. Special efforts should be made by the United Nations and regional commissions
to assist Governments of Hember States which have difficulty in providing resources
to complete the questionnaire and submit data required for the review and
appraisal.

VI. REGIONAL POLICIES AND PROGRM·1MES

2850 The international policies and programmes outlined above have clear
application at the regional level and should also be regarded as regional
priorities. In addition, the regional commissions, in co-operation with the
regional offices of the specialized agencies, have specific responsibilities to
provide assistance to Governments and non-governmental organizations for developing
pOlicies, strategies and programmes for the second half of the Decade in the lieht
of the review and appraisal of progress achieved in the first half.

286. The strengthening of appropriate regional action programmes for women should
be based on the development of co-operation between the countries of the region
with the aim of promoting the principle of self-reliance. The formulation of
regional pOlicies and programmes is a multidimensional process requiring the
adoption of action·-oriented measures that are both bilateral and multilateral in
scope and which require an increase in financial) technical and personnel resources
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~~= to implement effectively regional programmes and priorities. To this end, regional
~~: commissions should adopt the following measures:
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(a) Integrate the recommendations o~ this Programme into the work programme
of their respective sectoral units so that its implementation contributes to the
development strRtegy of the third United Nations Development Decade;

(b) Promote fellowship and other special training programmes~ particularly in
the tertiary sectors which comprise the majority of the female labour ~orce both in
rural and urban areas, so that women can improve and/or gain occupational and
socio-economic status;

(c) Strengthen the information and data collection systems with a view to
providing better analysis of data on the situation and work of women, including, in
particular, improved national, regional and subregional reviews of progress
achieved in the implementation of this programme of a~tion; and providing a basis
for more effective advisory services to Governments regarding programmes for women;

(d) Intensify their activities in promoting adequate national social
infrastructure allowing women and men to discharge their dual role in the family
and in society;

(e) Undertake Itskilled womenpower" inventories at natioEal _ sul)rceional and
regional levels so that trained women can have equal opportunities to be recruited
in jobs related to main areas of the development process at national~ regional and
international levels.

Institutional arran~ements

28,. Measures should be taken for:

(a) Strengthening the offices of the regional commissions by recruiting women
for posts at a high level of decision-making and responsibility. Such posts should
include those of programme officers provided for in regular budgets and not only
from extrabudgetary sources, and responsible for implementing the programmes for
the second half of the Decade. The regional commissions should establish posts at
a high level to co-ordinate and implement policies and programmes relating
specifically to the status of women;

(b) The reinforcement of the regional centres for research and training.
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B. RESOLUTIONS ~~D DECISION ADOPTED BY THE CO~WERENCE

1. Family planni.E&

Hhereas WO!'1en constitute half the population of the 1vorld but remain victims
of sex discrimination, which is fundamentally unjust. an infrine;ement of human
rigJ1tS and an offence against human dignity,

Hhereas the International Conference on Human Rir,hts held at Teheran in 1968
affirmed for men and 'ramen the Ilbasic human right to clecide freely and responsibly
on the number and spacing of their children il

, 7/

\ihereas the United Nations World Population Conference held at Bucharest in
1971.~ 8/ ~panded this right to include access to information, education and means
for w~men to determine their own fertility,

Whereas the Horld Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Obj ectiyes of
the International Women vs Year adopted. at Mexico City in 1975 2! reaffirmed this
:r.irht because it has a deciSive impact on the ability of women to take advantage
of educational and employment op~ortunities and to participate fully in community
life as responsible citizens. w1d because of the well-recognized effects of fami~

planning and child spFtcing on maternal anc'l child health,

l~ereas, despite these exhortations, millions of women throur,hout the world
are still in need of family planning services, and

~fuere~, inadequacies of Governments and societies to provide the family
planning education and services desired by millions of ..romen is one of the obstacles
to tbe socio-economic development of their countries and the attainment of a better
quality of life for their people,

Acknowledging that the International Conference of Parliamentarians on
Population and Development held at Colombo from 28 August to 1. September 1979 has
recommended an annual target of one billion dollars in international assistance to
be achieved by 1984,

Therefore, the \'lorld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen:
~18.1ity, Development and Peace,

1. Calls upon Governments to take all appropriate measures, including
legislative ones, within the frame1'lOrk of national policies ~ to provide information,
ed.ucation and means to enable 'mmen and men to exercise freely the right to
determine their family size;

2. Recommends that contributing Governments should set aside an appropriate
proportion of their resources for :population programmes.

11 Final Act of the International Conference on Human Rights, Teheran 22 April·,
13 Hay 19h3, United Wations public'1tion, SaleS No. h8.XIV.2, resoluticn XVIII.
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2. Improving the situation of disabled worof:'!,:.._of el.f_~

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality~
Development and Peace,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1921 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975~

requesting prop;rammes for preventing disability and rehabilitatinG: diss.b1t'd persons ~

Recallinp; General Assembly resolution 3447 (XXX) of 9 December 1975,
proclaiming the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons,

Recalling resolution 13 of the World Conference of the Interna.tional Women r s
Year entitled "Social security and family security for ,romen, including the
elderly and the handicappedtr , 10/

Recalling General Assembly resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976, proclaiming
the year 1901 "International Year of nis8.bled Persons",

Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and DevelopmFnt approved by the
General Assembly in its resolution 2542 (XXlV), especially its article 19 (d),

Recallin~ General Assembly resolution 34/154 of 17 December 1979 entitled
i1International Year of Disabled Persons 11, with the theme r1full particiuation and
equality",

Recalling resolution 2 (XXVIII) of the Commission on the Rtatus of v~men of
11 Harch 1980, conveying concern over the situation of disabled women to the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for 1Jomen held in Copenhagen,

Noting with appreciation the activities of Governments, United Nations
organizations, the specialized agencies, and non-governmental organizations in
connexion ,nth the International Year of Disabled Persons,

Bearing in mind the importance of co-ordinated activities at the international,
regional and national levels for the ~urpose of programmes for disabled persons
to prevent disability and for rehabilitation,

Recop:nizing that, 1-rhile disabled vomen and men have the same rip:ht to enjoy a
decent life, including general and vocational training and employ~ent, disabled
women of all aees encounter particular difficulties in developing their individual
abilities and skills to the maximum, in becoming as self-reliant as possible and
in participatine fully in social life,

Bearing in mind that certain countries, at their present stage of development,
can devote only limited efforts to this end,

1. Appeals to all women and men of the world to su~port and contribute to
the success of the International Year of Disabled Persons 1981 and the
implementation of the Plan of Action for the Year;

10/ Re"port of the Horld Conference of the International Homen I s Year, Mexico
L'i.ty,-19 June-2 July 1975, UniteCl Nations publication, Sales ]\To. E.76.IV.l,
p. 85.
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2. Requests Governments t the United Nations and other concerned United
Nations organizations, in order to ensure the i~plementation of the Plan of Action
for the International Year of Disabled Persons, 111 to give special attention to
disabled women in order to promote their full participation and integration in all
fields of normal life and to provide them with recreational activities;

3. Requests that programmes of all Member States of the United Nations for
the International Year of Disabled Persons should explicitly take into consideration
the special needs of disabled women of all ages for medical, social and vocational
rehabilitation with the object of:

(a) Assuring the prevention of disaoility through education, particularly of
parents so as to avoid disablement caused by genetic, congenital and accidental
factors;

(b) Providing general, vocational and health education for disabled women,
including adequate assistance, care and guidance;

(c) Enlarging the scale of vocational skills and training facilities in order
to enable disabled women to perform jobs reQuiring qualifications, including
non-traditional jobs;

(d) Providing conveniently situated training and employment facilities,
wherever possible, in the proximity of the familyi s home, in order that parents may
more easily arrange for the training of disabled children and that disabled women
with family responsibilities can participate in such programmes and activities;

(e) Providing technical and financial support and social services to assist
disabled persons in their domestic responsibilities and to enable disabled mothers
to bring up their children;

(f) Acknowledging the special needs of women who have disabled children or
provide full-time care for disabled relatives for appropriate support services,
including relief programmes;

(g) Encoura~inf, s~ecial attention to the particular problems of disabled
women of all ages in study and research projects designed to facilitate their
practical participation in daily life as well as in trainin~ and on the labour
market;

(h) Facilitating the immigration and care of disabled refugees and disabled
displaced persons;

(i) Encouraf,ing and supporting research on appropriate technological aids
needed by disabled women with the aim of maldng these aids a.vailaole at low cost;

4. Requests the specialized agencies, in particular the Horld Health
Organization, the United rTations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
the International Labour Organisation, the United Nations Industrial Development
Organi zation. the High Commis 8 ioner for Refugees and other United Nations oodies

111 See document A/34/158.
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and prograJrl.rlcs concerned to take into consideration in their activities and
pro0ra~es. ~he needs of disabl~d vomen of all ages' and the necessity to improve
theu SJ.tuatlon throul;h nreventlve /lnd rehabilitative rneaSUres and to co-ordinate
their activities in this ana: •

? .Helcomes . the efforts of non-·r;overnmental organizations. particularly those
or('8nlZatlons of dlsabled persons themselves and their families and asks for pUblic
and financinl Rssistance' '

a:

..., ,

6. Decides th~t, in imnlementin~

of the United Nations Decade for t·ToP.len:
of disabled Homen of all ages should be
regionally and nationally;

the Pror,ramme of Action for the Second Half
Equality, Development and Peace, the needs

taken fully into account internationally,

7. neouests the Advisory Committee for the International Year of Disabled
Persons in draftin~ the lon~-term World Programme of Action related to the Year, to

i take into account the snecial needs of disabled u-omen of all ap:es.

3. Nip;rant women

The ,",orld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Affirminp; the need to establish international co-operation by resolvinr;
international problems of an econoI'l.ic. social, intellectual or humanitarian nature
and by developinr and encouraginp; human rights and fundamental freedom for all
without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,......

~n Recallinf! the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrirn.ination Against Homen,
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

necogni zi nr:. above all the economi c and social contribut ions of migrant 1-TOmen
workers as "rell as men to the economic and social rehabilitation ano. developPlent of
the host country,

Considerinp, the tligrant Horkers Convention, 1975, and the Recommendation
concerning ~,;i{"rant "Torkers, 1975, adopted hy the General Conference of "the

: International Labour Orc;anisA.tion,

Aware of the special problems vrhich confront mi~rant women and vmich call for
special attention in addressing the general problems of migrant workers,

Expressing its deep concern at the fact that, despite the r,eneral effort made
by the tlernber States of the United Nations, the regional intergovernmental
orr';Rnizations and the various ae;encies of the United Nations, T"igrant ioTorkers, and
particularly wo~en, are still not entitled in ~any countries to exercise their
fundamental rir,hts,

~ecallin~ that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society
and is ('nti tIed to nrotection by society and the State and that, in that context, the
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families of mip;rant Horl~ers - both men and Vlop'en - are entitled to the same
protection a.s the migrant workers themselves,

Noting with appreciation the efforts of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organiza.tion in the field of education of migrant workers
and their families,

Bearinf'~ in mind the need for the Governments of host countries and of countries
of origin to co-operate with a view to findinp; satisfactory solutions to the problems
of migrant workers, and migrant ,-Tomen particularly, and taking note of the efforts
being made to achieve that goal by many countries,

!"Ia.vinr: taken note of General Assembly resolution 34/172 of 17 December 1979 on
measures to improve the situation and ensure the human rie;hts and dignity of all
migrant workers and their families,

1. Calls upon all States, taking into account the provlslons of the relevant
instruments adopted 1W the International Labour Organi sation, of the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Ae;ainst ~lomen, to take
all necessary measures to prevent and put an end to all discrimination against
migrants and to ensure the implementation of such measures;

2. Recommends that all States concerned should adopt the following principles
as a basis for their action relating to migrant women:

(a) The Governments of host countries should devote particular attention to
the problems of migrant women when defining and implementinr: the measures aimed at
eliminating all discriminations between man and woman as regards their access to
the labour market;

(b) All appropriate measures should be adopted for preventing any and all
discrimination, also de facto, against migrant '·Tomen in connexion with the conditions
of their stay and employment;

(c) The Governments of host countries should e;uarantee to mir;rant ,wmen equal
rights to accede to orientation, vocational training and permanent education courses;
they should furthermore enable migrant women to benefit, to the same extent as
national women ,vorkers, from the facilities for vocational qualification and
retraining ~ranted by the competent national hodies;

(d) The Governments of host countries should promote, in co-operation with
the countries of origin under bilateral agreements, all measures aimed at fostering
the professional advancement of migrant women, should they change their type of
employment in the host country and their reintegration upon their return to their
country of origin;

(e) Should medical examinations be required as a -precondition for entering
the country or the employment market, the host country shall ensure that such
medical examinations do not discriminate against women and do not affect their
dir:nity;

(f) Both the countries of orlc~n and the host countries should, throu~h close
co-operation betvreen them, provide to migrant women, in Et language understandable
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to them" both be fore their departure and durin,,,; their stay, the necessary
infor~atlon on the ,liv~ng and labour conditions in the host coun'try, as ,reIl as on
the rlghts and obllf,atlons provided for in the national legislation and on the
lec;al and admini strative procedures offering: the nest protection of their rights:,

(g) The Governments of host countries should ensure full equality of access
for mirrants and nationals to health and social services and should furthermore
encourage the development of a social service nehrork capable of concretely
assistinc mir:rant vomen to adapt to the local social environment;,

(h) rlithin this framevork, the Governments of host countries should
facilitate the access of migrant women to the services and facilities ~ranted to
unmarried mothers on a basis of full equality with their nationals;

(i) In particular, the host countries should create reception centres,
",herever they are necessary and in relation t.o the size of tl1e communities of
migrants, and should provide them \olith the necessary means for meeting the needs of
migrant 'wmen;

(j) TI1€ Governments of host countries should adopt all necessary measures to
make possible in their territories a normal family life for migrant workers, men
and women, by reuniting families~

(l~) The Governments of host countries should ensure to migrants full equality
both ~·ri th their nationals and bebleen men and ,,/Omen, CLS regards access to social
mrellings and to facilities for buying a home, in conformity with the laws of the
host country;

(1) The Governments of host countries should promote the cultural development
of migrant women and their communication with the social environment of the host
country, above all through the teaching of the local language in order that they
should be able to overcome the particular problems confronting them, a.nd these
Governments should make a particular effort to enable migrant workers, both men and
1romen, to meet their educational responsibilities with respect to their children
in a different living environment;

(m) The Governments of host countries and of the countries of origin should
co-operate and adopt the necessary measures for !l'aintaining the social, cultural
and linruistic ties between ~igrant women and their families and their country of
origin, also ,rith a view to faciIi tate their reintegration if they should return
to their home countr,y;

(n) Hithin the frameworlt of the measures aimed at protectinp.: the rir:hts of
"omen, the Governments of host countries should actively endeavour to prevent and
prosecute all violations of the rights of all migrant women vithout exception, also
as regards violence, exploitation and ill-treatment to which they may be
particularly exposed;

(0) All St8tes should give the maximum possible publicity, also throup,h the
mass media, to all information aimed at promoting an increased a1vareness and a
better understanding of the specific problems of migrant women, in pursuance of
the princi[iles contained in this resolution;

(p) The Governments of host countries should adopt~ also in co-operation
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l;ith the countries of origin, all necessary measures for contributing to an
J.J;lc):rov:d protection of mierants from the exploitation connected with illegal
11l1.",ratlon, Hhose consequences affect particularly miGrant women, taking into
account the provisions contained in the International Labour Organisation
r'Jr;vC'ntion ....10. 1!~3 and other international instruments of the ILO on the protection
:n' m:i r;rant i!arkers ~ -

3. Further recommends, ,·dth a view to promoting the implementation of the
above principles, that the Horking Group to be established by- the General Assembly
et its thirty-fifth session to elaborate a draft convention on the protection of
the rights of migrant workers and their families, should devote particular
Dxtention to the nroblems of migrant women.

4. Elderly w0!'1en and economic security

The Harld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Devclo~)ment and Peace,

Recop,nizin~ that in many societies, because of longer life expectancy,
elderly women are a fast growing segment of national populations,

Considerinr: that in many states !1embers of the United Nations this phenomenon
has not been dealt \:ith comprehensively,

Takinr-; into account the value and worth of the elderly populations of the
\wrld and concerned by reports of neglect and denial of basic economic security for i
the exp8.ndine; elderly population of the ..rorld, including vTomen,

Recallinr: the spirit of resolution 13, "Social security and family security
for ,",omen" including the elderly and the handicapped ll

, that was adopted by the
Horld Conference of the International \:Tomen' s Year in }·~exico City in 1975, 12/

Recallin~ General Assembly resolution 34/l53 of 17 December 1979 calling for
a 'V-Jorld As sembly on the Elderly in 1982 and the request that the Secretary-General
::md relevant a.p:encies collect data on the elderly ~

PecalliUf:r the conclusions of the study prepared for the Secretariat concerninp.
wo~en and international conferences 13/ discussed at this Conference,

1. Re(]uests States Members of the United Nations to ensure that women are
included in the planning process for Rnd are Rppointed as members of their
delec:ations to the Horld Assembly on the Elderly in 1982;

2. Requests r1ember States and the Secretary-General of the United ~Tations

to pay. in-:;;rQceec1ings of the said Horld Assembly, special attention to the
nror'lems that elderly ,"omen face in their societies;

12/ Report of the Horld Conference of t,he International Hornen' s Year, Hexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.7b.IV.l,

p. 85.

13/ t!CONF.91+/1C) and r,orr.l and 2.
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3. Requests the SecretarY-General l in collecting data on the situation of
the aging as called for in General Assembly resolution 34/153 to incorporate
speci fically, data on elderly 1wmen ~ -

4. Further requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the relevant
internatio~al agen~ies, to prepare a comparative study on the availability of social
and econonllC securJ. ty for elderly Homen and their need for a minimum standard of
social security:

5. Requests that these data should be submitted to Hember States
participatin~ in the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, to
the World Assembly on the ElderlYl to the Commission on the Status of Women at its
twenty-ninth session, with a view to recommending necessary action related tn the
pliBht of elderly women throughout the world.

5. Battered wo~en and violence in the family

The "'orld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Ifomen: Equality 2

Development and Peace,

RecallinR paragraph 131 of the liorld Plan of Action for the Im~lementation of
the Objectives of the International Women's Year in section F concerning the
family in modern societYl 14(

Considering that violence in the home and in the family as well as in
institutions, and in particular physical, sexual and other forms of abuse of
women, children and the elderly constitutes an intolerable offence to the dignity
of human beine.s as well as a grave problem for the physical and mental health of
the family as well as for society,

Recognizing that domestic violence is a complex problem for vhich the causes
vary, but "\-Those contributing factors include geographic or social isolation,
financial difficulties, irregular employment, alcohol or drug abuse and low self
esteem,

Recognizing that long-held attitudes that diminish the value of women have
resulted in virtual immunity from prosecution of persons who commit acts of
violence against members of their families and against women in the care of
institutions l

Believing also that improved communication among and within ~~ember States of
the United Nations has drffifn increasin~ attention to this serious problem,

Aware that b8tterin~ of family nembers must be recognized as a problem of
serious social consequences that perpetuates itself from one generation to the
next,

1. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in co-operation

14/ Report of the Horld Conference of the International Women I s Year, Hexico
City,:L9 June-2 July 1975, United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l l
p. 27.
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with all the relevant organizations of the United Nations system, to prepare a
study on the extent and types of physical, sexual and other forms of abuse in
families and institutions and on existin~ resources available for dealing with this
problem;

2. Becoromends that the Secretary-General of the United Nations should
submit this study to the Commission on the Status of Homen at its twenty-ninth
session for consideration of appropriate further action;

3. Further urges tIember States to consider, .There appropriate, establishing
fa~m.ily courts, staffed wherever possible with personnel, including women~ trained
in lav and in various other relevant disciplines, as well as those .rith special
expertise and experience;

4. Urp;es Hember States to adopt measures to protect the victims of family
violence and to implement programmes whose aims are to prevent such abuse as well
as to provide centres for the treatment, shelter, and counselling of victims of
violence and sexual assault and to provide other services such as alcohol and drug
abuse rehabilitation, housin8, emnloyment, child care, and health care.

6. Pevievr and evaluation of prov,ress made in the implementation
~!-,!;he ..World Plan of Action at the national level

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality.
Development and Peace,

Noting that for the Conference the Secretary-General had prePRred under
agenda item 8 (a) extensive reports, lfhich ,.;rere presented as official Conference
documents, 15/

Recognizing the valuable work done by the Secretary-General of the Conference
in preparing these reports, based on the replies of 93 Governments to the
Questionnaire on the implementation of the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Homen's Year, as well as on
other relevant information,

lIavinp; noted thfLt documents A/CONF.94/11 and Add.l and Add.l/Corr.l and 2 do
not contai.n information on existin~ national machinery and legislation in a munber
of States t1embers ~

Considering that these reports are a useful source to everyone interested in
the situation and status of women at the mid-point of the Decade and also serve as
baseline data for evaluatine the progress during the second part of the Decade,

1. Invites delegations of countries which have not so far provided
information on their national machinery and legislation to do so by 31 August 1980:
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2. Reccrr.mends that the 8ecretary~·General should seel{ to ensure that the 16/ nE
City,19 Jl
P. 8 et sec

15/ A/CONF.94/30, A/CONF.94/8/Rev.l, A/CONF.94/9~ A/CONF.94/10, P/CONF.94/11,
A!CONF.94/13 and A/CONF.94/25 with addenda and corrir,enda.
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documents on reviev and evaluation of the nrogress achieved in the implementation
of tbe T!orlcl Plan of P.ction at the national level ~ includine: thf' statistical Hnne.:~.

':n"e pllbli-:,hcc! in a sinele docuJ'lent as soon as feasible after thE' Conference in 1.,

fOPl ensi1y flccessible to the lar~est nossible number of persons.

7. The role of 1~l'1en In the preparation of societies
for life in neace

The Horld Conference of the Hnited nations Decade for f·roMen: Equality,
Develonment and Peace,

Proceedin~ from the lofty purposes and principles of the Charter of the
llnited Nations,

Reiterating the validity of the Forld Plan of Action for the Implementation
o~' the ObJectives of the Internl"!.tiona1 1'Tonen's Year, 16/

Recallinl"" the Declaration of IJexico on the Equality of Fonen and their
i~()ntribution to Develo"Pment and Peace, 1975, 17/

Helco!1linr; the United nations Declaration on the Prepflration of Societies for
Li fe in Pence 18/ &s consonant with the p:uidinc; theme of the Conference: "Equality <

Development andPeace l1
,

Recopnizin~ that peace amon~ nations is humankind's paranount value, held in
the hi~h~9t esteen by all principal nolitical, social and religious movements,

Convinced that every nation and every hurJ~n bein~, rf'rardless of race,
conscience, lanc:uar;e or sex, has the inherent ri~ht to li fe in peace and that
resnect for that right, as Hell as for the other human rif"hts, is in the corrmlOn
interest of all humankind and an indisDensable condition of the advancement of all
nations, lar".e and snall, in all fields,

Reaffirmin{!' the increasinrly h~portant :role of iWIDen as ar:ents of national and
international political, social and economic changes in buildin~ more just
rational societies, and in the strur:~le for fundamental national ri~hts and self
determination of peoples and against Fars of ar;gression, in strenrrtheninr peace,
detente and security, enbancing nisarmament and establishinE, a new international
economic order,

Convinced that colonialism, racism, apartheid, alien domination, racial
discrimination, acquisition of land by force, foreic;n occupation, the armanents
race and preciudices of all kinds iI'lnede the active participation of VTOl1len in all
fields of 1,uP1an endeavour,

~ ":' ,
: ...... . I

l6! Report of the Uorld Conference of the Interoe.tional Homen' s Year, )'exico
('1.t~r, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 76. IV.l 0

"11. 8 et seC].

17/ lbi (1., 21. 2.

Ifl! ('-ene1'a1 Asser.'lbly resolution 33/73 of 15 .Decf'wber 1978.



Reco~nizin~ the efforts of women as individuals and in groups towara.s the
Ipro:lc:tion of f~iendly ~elations among nations, international co-operation and the

j

,.,t"L.<l.nm.lent 0-: lnternat~onal peace, as well as their great role, to 'be played at
" 1 1r>v"ls d t' t" .. -" .. -. to., en e uca ~ng, ralnlng, advocatlng and decision-making for peace,

;. r:.courar;inl!: more active participation by "Tomen in international governmental
and ncn-governmental organizations "Torking for the strengthening of international
neace and co-operation,

. Noti~p,. the imJlort~nce of the mass communication media and the schooling systems
~n deterJllln~ng the attl tUdes and values of the community, as well as their great
potential as a vehicle for social change 'Hhich can exercise a significant influence
in hel-ping to remove prejudices and stereotypes, thereby accelerating the acceptance
of women's expanding role in society and promoting equality,

Believing that the family, as a. basic unit of society. remains an important
factor of social, political and cultural change,

l. States that peace is a precondition of' life and survival and that the
n:reparatian of societies for life in peace calls for a special kind of education,
the ultimate goal af which is to bring about a situation in which all the future
r;enerations "\-Till live in lasting peace and in their attitudes towards other nations
will not have to overcome the legacies of ignorance and prejudice of the past
epochs;

2. Considers that one of the tasks of States a.nd international organizations
in their endeavour to make the world involvement of women in all spheres meaningfUl
is to pursue disarmament efforts, eliminate economic inequality, discrimination
and exploitation, aggressive wars, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid,
mass and flagrant violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms which
::ontradict the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and
the very notion of the preparation of societies for life in peace;

3. Recognizes that impedins the economic, social and political participation
of women is contrary to the ideals of the preparation of societies for life in

peace;

4. Stresses that preparation for peace starts 'YTith and in the family> where
\olOr.1en and men should be encouraged to instil in their children the values of mutual
respect and understanding for all peoples, tolerance, racial equality, sexual
equ.ality, the right of every nation to self-determination and the desire to
maintain international co-operation, peace and security in the world;

5. Appeals to all women, including in particular those involved in the
public and political life of their respective countries, to make every effort to
di scouTage ~md eliminate incitement to racial hatred, prejudice, national or other
discrimination, injustice or advocacy of violence and 1-lar;

6. Appeals also to women artists. vlri ters > journalists, educators and civic
lCR.clcrs to act perseverinr.:ly and consistently with a view to implementing the. 's
ncble ideas of preparing societies for li fe in peace, an important part 0: wh~cb ~
elimination of the bias and stereotypes prevailing in different quarters lnte~~
't,y the revision of textbooks and school curricula and the adaptation of teachJ..ng

::.('~:hods :,
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[. ~alls upon all States, in a concerted effort, with due regard for the
constitutional rights and the role of the family, the institutions and organizations
concerned;

,!ste~

at

,e
on,
tr·e

a.ti:::

(a) 'I'o ~rovide Homen Hith ne~.r opportunities to become more closely involved,
both on a natlonal and international plane, in the process of prenaring societies
for life in peace;

(b) To ensure that their relevant policies, includinr, educational nrocesses
:'ll1d teachinp- methods as vlell as information activi ties, in~orporate cont~nts
compatible ~"ith the task of the preparation for peace of entire societies and, in
particular, the young generations;

(c) To develop various forms of bilateral and multilateral co-operation, also
in international governmental and non-governmental organizations, vdth a view to
enhancing the preparation of societies for life in peace;

(d) To utilize to the fullest the media channels in continuing the educational
process of goodwill and understanding among all peoples~

8. UrRes all Governments, national and international organizations, both
governmental and non-governmental, the mass media, educational bodies and all
individuals concerned, to strengthen their efforts to distribute information on
~wmen and their contribution to the promotion of the processes of preparing
societies for life in peace;
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Jg:~ Consiclerinr; further that census and survey forms do not contain the necessary
breakdovn of data for evaluatinp; the pror:ress made by women tm.rards development,

'r'

8. Gatherinp> of data concerninF, women throu~h

census questionnaires

The 110rld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

9. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations to take due account in
his rport to the General Assembly, under resolution 33/73, of vomen's contribution
to the implementation of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life
in Peace.

Decides to suggest to Governments and, through the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, to internaticnal organizations that are co-operating in the
formulation of generally accented rules for the taking of censuses and surveys, that
they should review and revise-the forms and questionnarires so as to provide
separate data on "HOmen that can be used for measuring their pror:ress towards
jntegration in development.

Considering also that this difficulty has arisen because statistics concerning
Fomen are unavailable except in so far as women form part of family units,

:;:.

~hejj,

:'".::.~uD Considerinr; that one of the obstacles encountered in the majority of countries
in the first five-year period vas the difficulty of completing appraisal
oues ti onnai res,



9. Intensification of drought control in the Bahel

The Forld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen: Equality,
Development and Peace,

cone
wer~

sou1

Considerin~ that, in Africa, the phenomenon of desertification and the
encroachment of the Sahel are permanent threats to the countries south of the in €
Sahara, the

at I
Considering also that, because of the resulting drought, living conditions are the

becoming steadily worse and thus damaging the health of, and demoralizing, the
populations of these regions,

attE
Considering further that, in such circumstances, women are the first to suffer in I

from unemployment, migration and the abandonment of their families, for whom they matf:
become solely responsible, although they do not have the means or education
necessary for their care,

Convinced that, in such a social and economic context, there can be no progress
in the advancement of women in terms of the minimum objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Having regard to resolution CM/RES.808 (XXXV), which was adopted by the summit
meeting of the Organization of African Unity held at Freetown (Sierra Leone) from
18 to 28 June 1980 and which called for increased assistance to the African
countries suffering the effects of drought, desertification and other natural
disasters,

1. Decides to request the United Nations and its specialized a~encies to
intensify their efforts to combat desertification and drought in the Sahel;

2. Suggests that this aim should be pursued not by the establishment of new
bodies, but, rather, by providinr the existing regional bodies engaged in this work,
such as the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel and
the United Nations Sahelian Office, with additional technical and material.
resources.

10. Assistance to Lebanese women

The ,",arId Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen: Eq,uali ty.
Development and Peace,

Proceedinr. from the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace and considerin~ the internati0nal co-operation
necessary to achieve these objectives,

Conscious of the problems of destruction, displacement, economic stagnation
and social and family dispersion suffered by Lebanon during the last five years,

Recalling Security Council and General Assembly resolutions and, in particular,
Security Council resolution 425 concerning the repeated Israeli attacks against
southern Lebanon.
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Emphasizin~ that the effects of such problems on the deteriorating living
conditions. including job opportunities, health services and educational conditions,
were and still are felt more deeply by Lebanese 1wmen in general and by women in
southern Lebanon in particular,

Havin~ regard to the recommendation concerning assistance to Lebanese women
in general and women in southern Lebanon in particular 19/ which was adopted by
the Regional Preparatory Meeting of the Economic Commission for Western Asia, held
at Damascus from la to 13 December 1979, and 1-rhich is included in its report to
the Horld Conference,

Urges the United Nations and its specialj,zed agencies to give the necessary
attention to the needs of Lebanese women in general and women in southern Lebanon
in particular, to study means of meetins those needs and to provide financial,
material and technical assistance from various international sources.

19/ A/CONF.94/18, sect. Ill, para. 3 (e).
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11. Fomen 1 s 1")articination in the stren!\then~nf;~ of interna0·onal

;eeace a:.n_'l. securit.:i._~nd in the strur-tr;le s,e;ainst.colonialism"
racis.mJ racial discrinination, foreign a!\~ression an~

occupation and all forBs of foreir,n do~4nation

The World ConfereJ..1.~....Q£. the United Nations ~ecade for. Women: Equality,
Deve}.0Ement and Peace,

Rea~firming the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women~ i.e.,
equality~ development and peace" the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women
and their Contribution to Development and Peace, 1975, the World Plan of Action and
other relevant decisions adopted at the World Conference of the International
Women's Year, 20/

Taking into account that secure peace and social progress, the establishment of
a new international economic order as well as the full enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms reQUire the active participation of women, their eqUality and
development,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/158 of 17 December 1979 and Economic
&1d Social Council resolution 1980/36 of 2 May 1980 concerning the question of
elaborating a draft declaration on the participation of "lTomen in the struggle for
the strengthening of international peace and security and against colonialisB,
racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of
foreign domination,

Taking into account the views expressed by the Commission on the status of
lV'omen~its twenty-eiGhth session"

Regue~ the General Assembly, in conformity with Economic and Social Council
resolution 1980/36 of 2 May 1980 to further at its thirty-fifth session the
elaboration of a draft declaration on the participation of women in the struggle for
the strengthening of international peace and security, against colonialism, racism,
racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign
domination on the basis of the views and proposals contained in the Secretary
CCUI::.l.'tW. f S report W concerning the nature and the content of such a draft
declaration.

12. The situation of women refUg~es anQ displ~ced women the world~

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equalit~,

pevelopment and Peace,

Noting the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 22/

~ecoenizing that the problems of refugees and displaced persons affect every
continent and place special burdens on developing countries,

20/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l, pp. 2
et seq.

21/ E/CN.6/626 and Add.l.

22/ A/CONF.94/24.
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Aware that the substantial majority of refugees in most areas are women and
children ~

Bearing in mind that displaced and refugee women suffer more radical changes
in roles and status than refugee men~

Recalling the special requirements of women refugees~ especially pregnant and
lactating women, women with small children and women as heads of families and
households ~

Deeply concerned that existing assistance to refugees and displaced persons
does not adequately address the special needs of refugee women and children,

Aware of the erfects of separation or death on refugee families, especially
refugee women and children,

Shocked by reports of physical abuse of refugee women and girls,

Recallin~ the principles of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees 23/ and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees 24/ and
mindful ofthe need to apply them to refugees wherever they find themselves ~ without
discrimination as to sex, race~ age~ religion or country of origin~

1. Urges all States to recognize their responsibilities and to share the
burden of refugee assistance, whether in providing first asylum, permanent
res~ttlement opportunities or financial support;

2. Strongly urges all States to co-operate with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees in order to assure full implementation of his mandate to
protect women and children in particular, and further strongly urges States
receiving refugees to protect their well-being and legal rights under international
law and national legislation;

3. Strongly urges Governments to bring to justice those who abuse refugee
women and children, and to take every possible step to prevent such abuses;

4. Urges the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees~

in co-operation with other concerned United Nations agencies and international and
non-governmental organizations~ to establish the programmes necessary for dealing
with the special needs of displaced and refugee women, especially in the areas of
health, education and employment;

5. Recommends that the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, in collaboration with other organizations within the United Nations
system, should establish special health and nutritional programmes, particularly
for pregnant and lactating women;

6. Requests that family planning information and methods should be available
on a voluntary and nationally acceptable basis to both refugee men and women;

7. Ur~es the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to

23/ Unitcr' ilJ.tjons. :'::r:;2.~~c.Y3!..~.!j._c~s_. voL 1J9 ~ Yo, 1~)6 _ p. 150,

24/ Ii:;id. voL CoG .. TTo, 13791, 1) 0 26"(.
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work with host-country Governments to encourage the participation of' ,Tomen in the
adlninistration of refu~ee hum.anitarian assistance programmes, including distribution
of' food and other supplies in first as;y-lum countries and in the design and
manat?;ement of vocational trainin~ and orientation programmes in first-asylum and
resettlement countries;

8. Urr;es the Office of the United JlTations High Commissioner for Refugees,
in co-operation with other United Nations and non-·governmental agencies and the
States concerned, to develop and implement programmes of resettlement and family
reunification, including special programmes for reuniting unaccompanied children
with their faruilies;

9. Calls upon the organizations of the United Nations system, and the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in particular, to give high
priority in their pUblic information activities to the need to address the spe~ial

requirements of displaced and refugee women and children the world over;

10. Recommends that the Office of the United Nations High Cow~issioner fG~

Refugees should increase the number of women at all levels of its staff, and
establish a high-level position for a co-ordinator for women's programmes. In
addition to ensuring that refugee programmes meet the needs of displaced and
refugee women and children, this Office should co-ordinate the collection ~d

analysis of data and conduct case studies on women refugees.
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13. The situation of displaced and refugee
women the world over

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality,
Development ann Peace,

B,otin..£ the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 25/

Notinr; also with great concern that more and more refugees and displaced
persons are being forced to leave their countries and that women and children
constitute a vast majority in most cases,

Saddened to note that the influx of refugee women and children and displaced
women bas been increased by foreign aggression 5 racism, oppression~ apartheid,
colonialism, neo-colonialism, the use of inhumane weapons and methods of war and
indiscriminate hostilities,

Recognizing that tbe particular needs of o.isplaced and refugee 1-TQmen, as
mothers, emergent heads of single parent families and in the context of many
societies, require a constructive recognition by all parties to their relief,
repatriation and rehabilitation,

Aware that this recognition has not yet been accorded or acted upon because
the change in the pattern of refugee movements and the lack of studies for
analysis,
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Reco{l;nizing also the particular vulnerability of displaced and refugee women
to intimidation, exploitation? physical abuse and rape,

Shocked by reports of physical abuse and rape of refugee women and girls,

Recognizing that voluntary repatriation in safe and honourable conditions is
the best and most humane SOlution to the problem of refugees,

Aware that because displaced and refugee women now are to be found in
developing countries in South-East Asia~ South Asia, the ~liddle East, Africa and
Latin America, an excessively hea.vy burden is placed on the economies and the
infrastructure of these developing countries,

Recognizing that these countries cannot by themselves bear the cost of
providing adequate shelter, nutrition, health care, education and employraent
opportunities,

Noting with appreciation the role played by the voluntary humanitarian
organizations, the United Nations system and in particular the United Nations High
Comnlissioner for Refugees, the World Food Progra@ue and the United Nations
Children's Fund in rendering assistance to the best of their limited resources,

Noting also with appreciation the humanitarian aid extended both bilaterally
and through the United Nations system by many Member States,

1. Condemns foreign aggression, racism, oppression, apartheid, colonialism,
neo-colonialism and the use of inhumane weapons and methods of war~ calls for a
cessation of their use and for efforts to ensure that women and children are not
the target of indiscriminate hostilities;

2. Calls upon all States to implement fully and immediately the relevant
Dnited Nations resolutions relating to the solution of various international
situations which have given rise to the problem of refugees and by so· complying
to create conditions enabling the refugees to return to their homes in safety and
in honour:,

3. Urges all States to extend at the regional and international level,
through bilateral and international channels, all possible humanitarian assistance
to ensure that the needs and interests of refugees in general and in particular of
the majority constituted by women and children refugees are adequately
safeguarded;

4. Demands that Governments bring to justice those vho abuse refugee women
and children and take every possible step to protect them by preventing such
atrocities;

5. Urges the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
bearing in mind its overriding commitment to ensure the survival of all refugees~

to draw upon the expertise of all concerned United Nations bodies and, in
consultation with the host countries, to carry out detailed studies and. research
leading to special procranwes dealing with all facets of the relief effort which
should be especially directed to the critical needs of displaced and refugee women;

·.'n --



6. Reconmcnds that the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
~efugees and other United Nation:; agencies concerned with relief efforts should
ensure that the number of women at all levels in their staff, from policy planning
tc implementation in the field, are increased and equitably distributed.

14. Integrated approach to the health and welfare of women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind that one major aspect of the World Plan of Action for the
implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year 26/ concerns the
improvement of health, nutrition and other social services for women which are
essential to the full participation of women in development activities, to the
strengthening of family life, and to a general enhancement of the quality of life,

Reaffirming the relevant resolutions adopted at the World Conference of the
International Women's Year, in particular resolution 15 entitled "Family planning
and the full integration of women in development", 27/

",RecaJ.-U"Qg that the United Nations Water Conference of 1977 set as a target the
provisi'on--of an adequate supply of safe drinking vlater and sanitary conditions for
all people by 1990, and further declared the 1980s as the International Drinking
Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, 2~/

Recalling also that the Declaration of Alma Ata 29/ adopted in 1978 states that
primary health care is the key to the attainment of the world target of an
acceptable level of health by the year 2000 that will enable all people to lead
socially and economically productive lives,

Bearing in mind the need for equitable sharing of responsibilities between men
and women in improving family health and welfare,

Recognizing that improved family health and welfare will, in turn, greatly
enhance the opportunities for women to participate fully in the social and economic
development of their countries,

Being concerned, however, that the progress so far achieved in these respects
is still far from sufficient in many countries, particularly in under-served rural
and urban areas,

26/ Re art of the World Conference of the International Women's Year. Mexico
City, 19 June - 2 July 1975, United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.7 .IV.I,
pp. 8 et seq.

27/ Ibid, p. 87.

28/ Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar Del Plata,
14-25:March 1977, United Nations pUblication, Sales No. 77,II.A.12.

29/ E/ICEF/L.1387, annex 5 sect. V.
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1. Urges all Governments of the countries that have not yet done so to
recognize the necessity to review, improve and co-ordinate all the programmes of
action for the attainment of health and welfare of women;

2. Recommends that Governments should seriously consider formUlating and
implementing the necessary concrete measures to meet the specific requirements of
women, including better access to education and training, the supply of safe
drinking water, public health services and nutrition programmes;

3. Further recommends that Governments of the countries that have not yet
done so should develop, in accordance with their national plans and policies,
integrated programmes of family health and welfare, consisting of policies and
measures relating to nutrition, environmental hygiene and sanitation, maternal and
child health care, prenatal care and family planning, including provision for
women and men to exercise their right to decide hm\T many children they will have and
the timinG and spacing of their children's births. These integrated programmes
should be incorporated as appropriate in the national plans of action;

4. Urges the organizations of the United Nations system, Governments and
non-governmental organizations, to continue and intensify co-ordinated efforts to
promote all such integrated programmes.

15. International Center for Public Enterprises in
Developing Countries

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considerin~ the ~rowing role of the public sector which is becoming in some
developing countries an ever more important factor of economic and social
development, and a very significant device for co-operation among developing
countries,

Considering also the role and position of women as a factor in development and
the responsibilities of public enterprises for improving the situation of women,

Recalling the efforts of the International C~nter for Public Enterprises in
Developing Countries, as a joint institution of developing countries, in the field
of management policies, education and training of personnel, planning in public
enterprises, financing, participation, transfer and development of technology, and
development policies of the public sector in general and public enterprises in
particular, in the framework of which the subject of the role and position of women
as a factor of development has been integrated.

Stressing the importance of research which is oriented towards practical action
for the inte~ration of women in development,

1. Emphasizes the importance of co-operation among develoDin~ countries
through the Center as an institutional form of te~hnical and economic co-operation
among developing countries~ especially irr furtherlng the advanceme~t of.the rOle.
and position of women as a factor of development in public enterprlses ln developlng
countries;
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2. yequests the organizations and agencies of the United Nations system to
continue to co-operate in the activities of the Center, especially in the
implementation of the programme of the Center concerning women as a factor of
development and the responsibilities of public enterprises in this regard;

3. Urges developed countries which have an interest in the sUbject of the
management of public enterprises or which carry on activities in this regard to
continue to co-operate with the International Center for Public Enterprises in
Developing Countries also on this particular subject.

16. International Conference on Sanctions against South Africa

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Referring to General Assembly resolution 34/93 C of 12 December 1979 concerning
the International Conference on Sanctions against South Africa,

Gravely concerned over the status of women in southern Africa,

1. Urges that the proposed International Conference on Sanctions against
South Africa should be held as soon as possible with a view to having economic and
other sanctions against South Africa, under Chapter VII of the Charter, applied
universally;

2. Considers it important that the said International Conference should pay
special attention to the grave situation of women and children under the apartheid
policy of the Pretoria regime.

17. International legislation to prevent the
abandonment of families

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality,
Development and Peace,

Recognizing that freedom to move easily from one country to another in steady
migration flows brings about considerable changes in the organization of society
and, consequently, in the family,

Noting that, in many cases, such migration leads to the abandonment of
families and directly affects women by forcing them to assume the responsibility
of supporting their households,

Aware of the serious problems caused by such migration, which leads to the
abandonment of minor children, who are left defenceless,

Bearing in mind that the majority of women do not have the necessary financial
resources to appeal to foreign courts in order to claim their rights,

Decides to urge Governments to take the necessary measures, by concluding
bilateral and multilateral agreements, to ensure that alimony will be paid to the
abandoned wife in accordance with procedures decided upon by the Governments
parties to the agreements.
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18. Situation of women in Chile

The 1;-Torld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace ~

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights ~ of 10 December 1948, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, all of which raise the fundamental human
right s to the category of principles adopted by international law,

Further recalling resolutivn 34 of the 1;vorld Conference of the International
Women r s Year, 30/

Noting that all Governments have an obligation to respect and promote human
rights in accordance with the responsibilities they have undertaken under various
international instnunents,

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 34/179 of 17 December 1979, as
well as resolution 21 (XXXVI) of the Commission on Human Rights of 29 February 1980,
with regard to the violations of human rights in Chile, which, inter alia, noted
wi th deep concern the conclusion of the Special Rapporteur that, in general, the
situation of human rights has not improved and that it even has deteriorated in
several spheres,

Deeply concerned to note that the whereabouts of many persons who have
disappeared in Chile since 1973 because of repression for political reasons remain
unknown, notwithstanding the fact that the international community has urged the
Chilean authorities to put an end to this situation and to punish the guilty
people,

Also concerned with the violations of human rights to which women are
subj ected in Chile and particularlY the degrading conditions to which imprisoned

l and convicted women are subjected.t
Observing also that Chilean women are denied the most elementary rights, as

was made evident by the aggressive acts carried out against them in Santiago de
Chile on 8 March 1980 on the occasion of the celebration of International TtTomen' s
Day,

1. Strongly urges the authorities of Chile to respect and promote human
rights in accordance with the obligations they have undertaken under various
international instruments;

2. Rei terates the views expressed in the aforesaid resolution 34/174 and
specially its deep concern about the viOlations of human rights to which women in
Chile are subjected, in particular the degrading and humiliating conditions of'
imprisoned and convicted women;

3. Urges the Chilean aut.horities to investigate and clari1'y the fate 01'
persons reported to have di sa.ppeared for polHical reasons, to inform r elatives of'
the outcome and to institute criminal proceedings against those responsible for
such disappearances and to punish those found guilty;

30/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year 'Mexico
City,19 June-2 JUly 1975 ~ Dni ted !lTations pUblication Sales No. E. 76. IV.l: p'. ll?
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4.' Appeals to the Chilean authorities to allow women to exercise their
rights fully~ in particular the right to carry on the struggle for equality,
development and peace as well as to show themselves in favour of solidarity;

5. Jnvi tes the General Assembly to continue to pay careful attention to the
situation of human rights in Chile and, through the Special Rapporteur, to observe
developments in Chile, in farticular those concerning the situation of women and
children in that country.

19. Situation of women in El Salvador

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace~

Bearin~ in mind the principles embodied in the United Nations Charter and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Bearing in mind, in particular, Article 62, paragraph 2, of the United Nations
Charter,

Considering that the serious violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms which have taken place in El Salvador as a result of attempts to curb
popular unrest have led to the deaths of thousands of persons, including women and
children,

Convinced that the extremely serious events taking place in that country are
creating a climate of insecurity and that the civilian popUlation and, in
particular, women and children lack the most basic guarantees,

Deeply shocked by reports of the degrading and humiliating conditions to
which women and children are being subjected and by the practice of harassing the
families of persons who are being sought with a view to forcing the latter to give
themselves up,

Deeply concerned about the danger faced by a large number of detainees,
including women, who do not know i{hat their fate will be,

Considering that any international assistance which encourages the arms race
and involves the sending of military equipment and advisers to El Salvador
aggravates the injustices and repression to which the people of that country are
being SUbjected as they struggle to ensure respect for their most fundamental
hunan. rights,

1. Expresses deep concern about the serious situation of human rights and
fundroaental freedoms in El Salvador;

2. Ur~es the Salvadorian authorities to adopt the necessary meaSures to
guarantee full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in that country;

3. Condemns the murder, rape and repression of women and children in
El Salvaa.or;
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4. ~rf,e~ the Salvadorian authorities to provide information on the situation
of persons who have disappeared and~ in particular, that of women detained for
political reasons;

5. Re~~~~ the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session to consider
violations of human rights in El Salvador and to adopt measures that will quickly
lead to the restoration of human rights and fundamental freedoms in that country.

!he World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Tfomen: Equality!>
Development and Peace,

Mindful of the legal action now being taken to control the illicit drug
traffic,

~w~e of the serious effects which the production and marketing of drugs is
having on large sectors of the female population and on young people and children,

Convinced that, until now, Governments, international organizations and
groups- of individuals have had limited success in their efforts to control this
traffic) which is harmful to the health of peoples and the security of States and
encourages the proliferation of social evils in the most noble sector of society,

1. Calls on Member States to intensify their efforts to control illicit
traffic in drujis by means of stringent legal measures at the national level,
taking into account the need for the rehabilitation of drug addicts and for
increased co-operation at the international level;

2. Invites the Governments of countries where such measures do not yet exist
to exercis; strict control on the cultivation of narcotic plants and on the
manufacture of synthetic drugs.

21. Strengthening the wom~~rogrammes and appointment of women
in the Secretariat of the !eg~onal~~issions and agencies
of the United Nations

The Iforld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen: Equality,
R~Y~Jopment and Peac~,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, which
emphasized "the importance of regular reviews and appraisals of the progress made
in meetine the goals of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year,

Recalling also the declaration by the General Assembly of the period 1976-1985
as the United Nations Decade for Homen: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recallin~ also General Assembly resolution 3524 (XXX) of 15 December 1975,
Which recommended that all organs of the United Nations system as well as the
specialized aeencies should give sustained attention to the integration of women
in the formUlation, design and implementation of development projects and
proe:ramme s ,

-83--



TakinG account of the efforts made by the re~ional commissions to promote
programmes~-and--awareof the scope of the programmes undertaken and the limitations
imposed on the regional commissions by the lack of sufficient funds and staff?

1. Urr,es the General Assembly to provide from the regular budget of the
United Nat'ionsincreased financial resources for programmes and personnel,
includinr; senior wumen J:ll'ugramme officers currently supported by the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade for Ifomen, necessary for the effective
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations
Decade for Women and resolutions adopted by this Conference~

2. Requests the Secretary-General: as an interim measure, to explore the
possibility~~'r-edeployingvacant posts within the regional commissions to the
women's proeranunes should resources not be readily available to permit the
establishment of the required new posts;

3. Also ur~es the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the executive
heads of Unit~d Nations organizations and specialized agencies to appoint more
uonen to rec;ular posts in their organizations, in particular in policy and decision
makinr, positions at the regional level including the United Nations resional
commissions and the regional offices of the United nations Development Prograrrune,
the International Labour Ore;anisation? the United ITations Ec.ucational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, the \'!orld Health Organization, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the United Nations Children's Fund in
accordance with General AsseNbly resolution 33/143 of 20 December 1978, which
requested that the neL:essary mea,sures should be taken to increase the number of
iwmen in regular posts throughout the United Nations system.

The World COE1!erenc~ of the Uni~ed p_~j...sms. Dec:§.?-_e for \vomen: Equality,
J.?ev~~opment an..9-_ Peac~.)

~2pside;E..iEr; the need to strenethen the capacity of United Nations bodies to
promote the status of women? particularly for the United Nations Decade for Homen
and the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade in implementation of
the TIorld Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the
International \Tomen! s Year,

( . .!3~_~.9gnizinf~. the roles of the Commission on the Status of Homen, and also the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs) the International Research
and TraininG Institute for the Advancement of Homen and the Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade for Women"

Empha~~~~Eh the importance of the roles of the specialized agencies and
organizations and the regional commissions and other United Nations bodies in
i~plementin~ the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations
Decade for Women,

Emphasizin~ that the concerns of women should be an integral part of the
!:(·lls{cleration ·0"£'- all issues, policies and programmes in all spheres of United
~r[ll~, i ons activity"
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Recognizin~ the need for a new approach to the co-ordination of the diverse
efforts of all t~ese agencies and the United Nations bodies and for a reordering
of priorities ~ithin current bUdgetary allocations in order to further efforts to
raise the status of vomen,

.9_~}-l-...s.?E the Secretary-General and heads of specialized agencies and
orr;anizations severally anc~ "rithin the Administrative Committee on Co~.ordination
to consider the implications for organizations within the United Nations system
of the Prof,ramme of Action adopted at the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Homen: Equality, Development and Peace and requests the Secretary
General to report to the thirty-,fifth session of the General Assembly on what
arrangements should be made to implement the Programme and to ensure efficient
co' ordination) monitoring and evaluation of implementation.

BearinG in mind the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenants o~an-Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Homen,

'raldng into account the Commission on Human Rights resolution 20 (XXXVI) by
\.rhich" a ,"oritinc,"Group was established to examine questions relevant to enforced
or involuntary disappearances of persons,

Gravely concerned at the increasinG number of missing and disappeared persons 7

including women and" Children ,

Stressing that women and children are affected both as direct victims and as
relatives of~ictims~

1. .9all~~ all Governments to take vrhatever measures may be necessary in
resnonse to any reliable evidence of the disappearance of a person. including:

(a) The provision upon reQuest of all information at their disposal
relatinr, to such disappearances;

(b) All le8al~ material and other assistance towards alleviating the
situation of relatives and protecting them against persecution and harassment;

2. Requests all Governments to take the necessary measures to ensure
security f~-all in order to prevent the disappearance of persons;

3. Urges the Commission on Human Rights to give full effect to its mandate,
thus contrib~t1n~ to the solution of the problem of disappeared persons)

40 Draws the attention of the \forking Group of the Commission on Human
I1iC;htf, to the--e-ffects on women 7 both as direct victims and as relatives of victims,

:; "

Hji-';hts'
A2pe~~~_ to all Governments to co-operate with the COlmnission on Human

1Tor1';:ing Group;
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6. Reguests the Secretary-General to transmit this resolution to the Horking
Group at its next meeting and to the Commission on Human Rights at its thirty
seventh session.

Homen in the United Nations Secretariat

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women:
-'-'-'~~_"'=";;;<"';;';';:=::...::.>Jt..

pevelopment and Peac~!

Considering that the realization of the goals of equality, development and
peace requires the fUll participation of women in both the formulation of policy
and the implementation of pro8rammes at all levels of activity of the United
Nations and of the Member States, and recognizing that the United Nations cannot
lead in this quest for the full participation of women unless it provides a model
for such participation;

Rememberin~ that the General Assembly in resolution 33/143 (Part Ill)
established as a" target for 1982 that 25 per cent of all professional posts subject
to ~eo~raphical distribution shall be held by women,

Noting that considerable progress remains to be made in the implementation of
that resofution,

1. .9alls on the Secretary·.General and the heads of the specialized agencies
and other United Nations bodies to designate co-ordinators in their respective
organizations to:
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Review policies on the recruitment, promotion, career development,
and remuneration of women, with the objective of ensuring equal treatment
and men in all spheres of activity;

peel
of" sanit~

particul~

(b) Ensure that women employed by the United Nations and its specialized
agencies are not subject to sexual harassment in the workplace or otherwise on
account of their sex;

(c) Receive information on kinds of grievances submitted by women to the
panels or other bodies dealinG with discriminatory practices within the Unit~d

Nations system;

(d) Implement the recommendations of the General Assembly and the Joint
Inspection Unit and, in particular, promote the recruitment and hiring of women in
secretariat professional posts at middle and high levels, whether as permanent,
temporary or fixed-term appointees, or as experts and consultants;

2. UrGes that, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 33/143 9 the
Secretary-General of the United Nations) all specialized agencies of the United
Nations and United Nations bodies should set and pursue tarr;ets for the recruitment
of staff which will ensure more equitable representation of women in professional
posts subject to geographical distribution, in J::ursuit of the objective of
25 per cent by 1982, pror,ressively raising that target beyond 1982, and giving
particular emphasis to increasing the proportion of women at the higher levels ~
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3. Yn:;es Member States of the United nations to talce into account the
efforts of the United Nations to redress the current imbalance in recruitment levels
between women and men by all appropriate means, in particular by the dissemination
of employment information through formal and informal networks to which women have
access;

ld
lcy

I
4. Re~ests_ that reports on the situation and the progress made in the

implementation of the above measures should be submitted periodically to the General
Assembly as well as to the meetings of the governinr, bodies of the specialized
aGencies, with specific proposals for the full achievement of the objectives
mentioned above.

lot
)del The v,forld Conference of the Unit~.<l. Na~=0ns De_~~de for 1-1omen: Equality,

p~velopment at:J.j.__Peace_,

lbject
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~c~si~~~~ng. that the United Nations Decade for Women was proclaimed in order
to draw attention to the problems faced by women in their daily lives,

Realizin~ that women of the world may spend as much as one third of their work
day l;cating and transporting water for drinking, agriculture c food production
and preparation and family hygiene,

Considering that the majority of people of the world have severely limited
access- :to- ade-quate safe drink.ing water ~

Deeply concerned that insufficient water and unsafe drinking water and the lack
of sanit~iion-'facilit-ies contribute to a high rate of disease and mortality
particularly among women and children)

Reco~nizin~ that to achieve the health and nutrition goals of the United
Nations-Deca~l~:rorWomen it is essential to meet such basic needs as an adequate
daily safe water supply,

Considering that success in establishing and maintaining water supply systems
can b'e-promoted-by encouraging active community participation of women in designing,
establishing, maintaining and utilizing such supplies,

1. Stron~ly encourages Member States of the United Nations and international
orBanizati;ilS-:;--includIng- spe'c'ialized agencies as well as non-governmental
organizations, to promote the objectives of the United Nations Lecade on Drinking
Hater Supply and Sanitation ~

2. Urges Member States to commit funds and programme development efforts to
these objectives and to co-ordinate the programme with other related sectors of
development in order to make it more effective;

3, Calls on Member States and United Nations agencies, including specialized
ae;encies, to promote full participation of women in planninG, implementation and
application of technology for water supply projects;

4, Recommends that the United Nations Development Progrronme, as co-ordinator
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for the United Nations Decade on Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation~ should
review in its annual report the progress in attaining the goals of this resolution,
includine in particular the extent of community participation by women and their
involvement in designing, maintenance and utilization of water supply;

5, J:!!_e.~5l_ the Horld Health Ore;anization to support fUlly the programmes
submitted by countries on drinking water supply and sanitation systems,

:::6, 9~he r.:ight of all couEtri~.!9_.se~.£dev~lopmentassistanc:.~

.from any and all sour~~L.!ree from threats and attacks

The l-lorld Conference of the United N~tions. Decade for Homen: Equa~it;y,

Develo~ment and Peace,

lLo~in~ that several developine; countries have been subjected to threats,
destabilization and even violent attacks aimed at preventing their acceptance of
development assistance from certain other countries,

COE~ider.inp; that such attacks are contrary to the principle of the right of
all independent States to determine their own foreign policies and to seek all
peaceful means to develop their countries~

Bein£_aware that such attacks damage women and children ereatly, and seek to
deprive them of development assistance which they desperately need,

1. Reaffi~s the right of all developing countries to decide freely from
which countries and international agencies they will seek development assistance;

2, Condemns all acts of destabilization, economic or political blaclanail,
threats, sabotage and violence against developing countries used as a method of
intimidation in order to prevent them from choosing freely their sources of
development assistance.

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
pevelopment and Peac~,

NC?~J.ng that the lJorld Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives
of the Internat ional Homen' s Year states that national plans and strategies for
the implementation of the Plan should be sensitive to the needs and problems of
different categories of women and of women of different age groups, ]1)

Recall~ng that the Forld Plan of Action also states that special measures
should be adopted on behalf of women whose legal and social status is the result
of particularly discriminatory attitudes, 32/

31/ Re~ort of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City~:l9 June-2 JUly 1975, United Nations pUblication~ Sales No, E'16,i~1, p. 14,
para, 32,

~2/ Ibid., para. 33,

-88-

!t~~n~
populat ion g
transformati
equitable ~

Affirmi
part i cular 9

Order ~

Urges E
integratewi
development
health and E

economic, pc
integration
consciousne~

equal right E

participati<

The HOJ.._--
Develo~ment

I'Telcom:.._--
the Convent:

Takine;
establishmel
of human ri l

equality an

Confir:-_..-
di scriminat
strengtheni
and co-oper
economic sy
rights of vi

Hir,hly
social lifE

Notinf
adopted by
promoting t
still pers:

Convil----All Forms (



do
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neir

!'.51cognjzine; the importance of the younr.;er age group? both quantitatively as a
population eroup and qualitatively as a political force and agent of chanee and
transformation to a society that is economically independent and socially more
equitable,

~ffirming the importance of ensurine the participation of youne people and, in
particular~ young women in efforts to establish the New International Economic
Order J

Ur~es States to identify the needs of the new generations of women, and to
integrate within an all-comprehensive perspective general policies to promote the
development of youth in all fields? to promote access by young women to education,
health and employment, to stimulate their organization and participation in
economic, political 0 social, cultural and professional processes, to promote their
integration in the decision-millcing process to encourage their self-awareness and
consciousness regarding their potential for development as human beings possessing

of equal rights with men and to make possible their active and responsible
participation in the development of society.

; of
~l

~k to

'om
lnee:

28. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination A~a{nSt Women

The Forld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen: Equalit;y:"
Development and Peace,

}felc9mi~~ the adoption by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session of
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Homen, 33/

.il, Takinr; into account the fact that a just and durable peace and social progress,
of establishment or-a ne;-[nternational economic order as well as full implementation

of human rights and basic freedoms require the active participation of women, their
equality and an improvement in their status,

Conlirming that elimination of _~~~~heid~ of all forms of racial
discrimination, colonialism, neo-colonialism, foreign occupation and domination,
strengthening of international peace and security, general and compl~te disarmament~

and co--operation among the women of the world irrespective of their social and
economic systems are necessary for and contribute to the full implementation of the
ri~hts of 1-TOmen and men,

tives
Hir;hly appreciatinG the contribution by women to the political~ economic and

social life of society,

lit

Noting however that, despite the resolutions, declarations and recommendations
adopted by' the United Nations and its specialized agencies for the purposes of
promoting the equality of women and men, considerable discrimination against women
still persists,

Convinced that the entry into force of the Convention on the Elimination of
All F~~mS--;fDiscriminationABainst I'lol'len will contribute to the attainment of the

]]J General Assembly resolution 31~/180 of 18 December 1979.
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basic objectives of the United Nations Decade for Homen: Equality? Development and
Peace?

1. Calls upon all States to SiGh and ratify the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms'ofDi"scrimination Against Homen 9 and to take all the necessary measures
for the effective implementation of its provisions and to pUblicize it~

2, Calls upon all States to continue to contribute to the cause of
eliminatin~-discriminationagainst women in order to achieve their full and equal
participation in the process of social development:

30 .!?yj~~~ specialized asencies and non-eovernmental organizations to
initiate and ta}~e part in action to publicize the provisions of the Convention
nationally and internationally.

1~_~.J!.?!1-~~on!~re~_c_~~_~p~__!:!pi!-_~.~l..!I]'.?-_-t::- ions_p.ecade for \'Jomen: _~9ua].i t:'(?
D_e'y~_~oJl.P.1.r::n...t._ and Pea~~"

~~~~~derj_np, that extreme poverty makes it impossible for the individual to
enjoy the fund8IDental human rights and results in cultural? social and political
exclusion~

Considerine; also that in many regions of the 'vorld, in developing and developed
countries, the-pove~ty of some sections of the population has worsened during the
first half of the Decade for Uomen 9 depriving the women of all means of personal
and cODmlunal development; this impoverishment is due mainly to the consequences of
colonialism and neo~.colonialisIi1~ inequitable international relations and the
aftermath of uncontrolled industrialization and urbanization 9

Reco~nizin~ that mankind is thereby denied the collaboration of millions of
women-'capable -o-i makine; a unique and vital contribution to development,

!3elievinfl that all national and international institutions and pUblic opinion
should be kept informed of the participation of the poorest women and the
circmTIstances vThich continue to exclude them)

1. ~rgently app~~.;!-_~ to all women and all men to concern themselves primarily
with the rights of women who, with their families still live in intolerable
conditions of poverty~ Rnd to all Governments to stu~y and eliminate the
socio~economic causes of their poverty;

20 Ur("~_~ ,vomen to take more action in support of the efforts made by the
poorest women in pursuit of their aspirations and interests and their right to a
voice and participation in pUblic affairs" to social progress, to development and
to the enjoyment of world peace:

3. ~pea~~ to all Governments to try to associate all under..privile~ed social
zroups still livinr in intolerable poverty with development efforts and to promote
social justice through equal opportunity and equitable income distribution,
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4, !:Trges Governments, governmental and non-go ernmental organizations the
United Nations and its specialized agencies to ensure as a matter of priorit; that
all development programmes and proj ects allow for the needs of the poorest women"
in other words, that such programmes and projects are designed with a view to
eliminating that poverty;

5. Recommends_ that all States Members of the United Nations submit every f'ive
years to the Commission on the Status of Women as an item in its prosramme a
detailed report on major socio-economic policies and programmes concerning the
status of women and the results achieved, with particular emphasis on the progress
made with regard to the poorest women.

30. Promotion of equality ~n educa~ion and trainin~

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peac~,

Considering that the right to education is a fundamental human right which must
be guaranteed~ irrespective of sex, on the basis of equality, as a prerequisite f'or
cultural, social, technological and economic progress,

Recalling that discrimination against women is incompatible with human dignity
and with the welfare of the family and of society, prevents their participation:> on
el}ual terms with men, in the political, social, economic and cultural life of' their
countries and is an obstacle to the full development of potentialities of women in
the service of their countries and of humanity,

~eaffirming the urgent need to continue to seek and implement effective
programmes and objectives which provide women with the same opportunities as men to
accede to and enjoy the benefits of education and, thus, contribute more fully to
the achievement of the New International Economic Order,

Recalling the importance of education as a decisive factor in development,

Reaffirming that each country is primarily responsible for its development
plans and proirainmes and, accordingly, for its educational plans and programmes"
although it may benefit from international co-operation,

Considering that all people irrespective of sex should have equal access to all
levels of formal and non-formal education and vocational training in all sectors of'
urban and rural economy,

~cknowledging that the introduction of training in new technology sectors
should keep pace with advances in traditional sectors,

Noting that in many countries the level of education of girls and women is
much lower than that of boys and men ~ particularly in the technical field. whereas
the training of girls and women in new technologies is particularlY important :>

Aware that attitudinal and financial constraints constitute major impedirnetlts
to the achievement of educational equality of the female population in many
countries and that teachers and guidance ccunsellors have a special role to play in
promotine a process of attitudinal change,
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Recognizing the important role international. governmental and non-governmental

organizations have to play in the promotion of educational equality,

Recognizing that as non-formal education also has an important role to play in
the educational process, measures should be taken to ensure that such non-formal
education programmes also have the objective of promoting educational equality of
e;irls and boys,

1. Requests Governments which have not yet done so to adopt programmes for
the elimination of illiteracy with the aim of eradicating it before the end of the
century and, to that end, to adopt special innovative measures to eliminate the
illiteracy among women, who are, in this respect, in the majority;

2. Also reguests Governments to try to increase their education budgets up
to an adequate percentage and, where they have not yet done so, up to at least 7 or

,8 per cent of their countries' gross national product, whenever possible, according
to their national plans and programmes, so that existing short-comings can be
eliminated and education can contribute fully to development and become its driving
force;

3. Further requests Governments which have not yet done so to introduce the
necessary reforms in their national plans and programmes to ensure that education.
and in particular that of girls and women, gives fresh impetus to the teaching of
the sciences and to the strengthening of the ties between the educational system and
the working world, taking due account of the aspirations and cultural values of each
people, and accordingly, to ensure that educational planning promotes the
participation and integration of all groups and institutions involved in formal
or non-formal educational activities, and invites Governments to work towards
ensuring conditions enabling national minorities to receive pre-school and
elementary education in their mother tongue;

.4. Decides to request Governments to devote particular attention to the
promotion, organization and programming of vocational training for girls and women
at both the elementary and advanced levels, especially in sectors traditionally
reserved for men in order to ensure effective equality of opportunity, and to permit
and encourage equal access to and acquisition of necessary Clualifications and skills
to enable the full and equal participation of girls and women in the economic and
social development of their countries;

5. Urges Governments to develop, in particular, pOlicies and programmes to
enhance th~olment of girls and women in all technical institutes, courses and
training programmes, particularly those for the development. operation and management
of new technologies~

6. Urges Governments and United Nations agencies concerned to promote, as a
matter of priority, the increased and accelerated access of women, particularly in
developing countries, to training in economic, scientific and technological fields,
in order to facilitate their real and equal participation in the decision-making
processes and the economic and social development of their countries;

7. Recommends that Governments should take steps to facilitate the access of
women desirous of re-entering professional life to all levels of education, e.g. by
developing informal, recurrent) continuing educational programmes together with
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,tal' special counselling and facilities, taking into account the family responsibilities
of such women;

in 8. Recommends that Governments should consider, in co-operation with the
specialized agencies of the United Nations system, in particular with the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, measures aimed at
reducing and eliminating financial carriers to equal education of the sexes, such
as free schooling at all levels and at all public educational institutions, free
procurement of educational materials and special allowances for poor families, as

le well as scholarships for girls and women, wherever feasible;

or
lng

Lug

9. Also requests States which have not yet done so to include in their
national objectives and plans measures to increase educational services, in
particular, for the most underprivileged sectors of the population in the rural and
urban areas where women are primarily affected, such as the introduction of
compulsory schooling at the primary level, open systems of education for adults.
decentralization and expansion of facilities, promotion of boarding facilities,
introduction, whenever possible, or development of free or inexpensive means of
transportation and introduction of mobile or travelling schools;

lE' 10. Encourages Governments to take into account, in the organization of the
1~ educational systems of their countries~ special living conditions of the female

population, and to consider supporting measures such as the intrOduction of
and flexible time-schedules in the educational facilities and the establishment in
~ach sufficient number of day care centres for young children~

11. Recommends that Governments should take steps to increase the role of
teachers and guidance counsellors in the promotion of educational equality of the
sexes by inter alia: (a) increasing the number of teachers, guidance counsellors
and administrators at all levels and ensuring a balance of women and men in these
positions and increasing in particular the number of female staff~ where women are
still under-represented; (b) introducing and expanding in-service and pre-service

~n training for teachers and vocational guidance counsellors (including those outside
the school system) to sensitize teachers to the problems which impede educational

'l::Jit equality, 'in Farticular to stereotyped as sumptions which inhibit girls t educational
,lIs opportunities and to enable them to widen educational and vocational choices of
l girls;

12. Urges Governments to take all necessary measures to eliminate stereotypes
on the basis of sex from educational materials at all levels;

'zem, 13. Urges Governments in a position to do so to provide special assistance
to developing countries, if they so desire it, in the implementation of measures
designed to promote educational equality~ and as necessary to increase such

a assistance;

5, 14. Reguests the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to make the 'necessary arrangements to ensure that, at the next General
Conference, priority is given to matters relating to the education and technical
training of women.

of
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The '''orld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equa.lity,
p~yelopment and Peace,

Mindful of the particular needs of the I11aj ority of the world I s female
population, who suffer discrimination based both on race and on sex,

Recognizing the significance for women of the Convention en the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination,

Gravely disturbed by the fact that, because of this discrimination, women
suffer disproportionately from poverty, illiteracy, unemployment and poor health,

Acknowl~dgi~that discrimination due to race as a fundamental cause of the
sUbjugation of women merits singular consideration~

Believing that the stress on family members is compounded by the dual forces
of racial discrimination and sex discrimination,

Considering that the fundamental issue of abolishing discrimination du~ to
race and its impact on economic development, peace and e~uality is comprehensively
expressed in the World Plan of Action adopted in Mexico City in 1975~ and in the
Declaration adopted in Mexico City in 1975,

1. Reaffirms its condemnation of all racist regimes and of all countries
which co-operate with these regimes, mostly in economic, military and nuclear
fields;

2. Condemns also countries which practise forms of discrimination based on
race other than apartheid~

3. Calls u~on the United Nations and its specialized agencies to take
positive steps to overcome the dual burden of discrimination based both on race
and on sex in all their programmes in developed and in developing countries;

4. Calls upon all Member States to give special consideration to the
elimination of discrimination based on race as well as on sex in develormAnt
programmes and in all activities that promote women's social, economic and
political integration, particularly in areas of health, employment, education and
rural development,

5. Urges all countries which still have not done so to subscribe to and
ratify the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination.

32. Condemnation of South African aggression against
the People's Republic of Angola

The World Conference of the United Natiqns Deca~e for Homen: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that the racist South African regime is oppressing tbe black
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people of that country by the odious, inhuman, retrograde and reactionary system
of ~artheid and is illegally occupying the territory of Namibia? contrary to
resolutions adopted by the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity
and against the ardent and militant will of the Namibian people fighting under the
leadership of the South-8est Africa People's Organization.

Noting that the People's Republic of Angola is in many ways supporting the
Namibia~peopleis fir;ht for liberation under the leadership of the South-t4'est

n of Africa People's Organization,

Aware that the People's Republic of Angola has on many occasions been the
victim of South African aggression committed under the pretext of the hot pursuit

hi of bands of the South-Hest Africa People's Organization ,)

e Considering that the victims of those acts of aggression are generally
Angol;;-people and Namibian refugees, and mostly women and children.

es 1. Decides to denounce the criminal acts of the cynical and reactionary
~partheid regime before the international community;

2. Decides to express its solidarity with the Angolan people and its
e~ Government, Which, in giving assistance to the South-West Africa People's
e Organization, are subjected to violent? destructive and criminal attacks, murder

and pillage by the racist South African regime.

33. Question of convening another world c~~ference on women in 1~85

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Bomen: Equ~ity,

on Development and Peace,

Notin~ the progress achieved and obstacles encountered since 1975 in the
attainment of the objectives of the Decade,

Noting also with appreciation the valuable expertise offered and the
contribution made by intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental
organizations and various women I s organizations to the achievement of the
objectives of the Decade,

Jaking in~o consideration. the proposals made in the Programme of Action for
the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality~ Development and
Peace 1981-1935,

Recommends that the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session should
consider the convening in 1985 of another world conference on women to review and
appraise the achievements of the Decade.
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34. Assistance to Sahrawi women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace~

Recalling. General Assembly resolution 34/37 of 25 November 1979~

Reaffirming the principles enunciated in the Charter of the United Nations and
particularly the right of all peoples to self-determination~

as!
edl

I
j
j

~

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of lL~ December 1960 containing
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Mindful of the profound concern of the United Nations~ the Organization of
African Unity and the non-aligned countries about the decolonization of the Western
Sahara and the right of its people to self-determination~
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Considering that Sahrawi refugee "Tomen are forced to live under difficult
conditions because of that occupation,

3. Expresses the hope that the efforts made in the Organization of African
Unity will contribute to the realization of the inalienable national rights of the
people of the Western Sahara and invites the Secretary-General of the Organization
African Unity to keep the Secretary-General of the United Hations informed of the
progrpss made to that end;

2. Reaffirms that the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el Hamra
and Rio de Oro (Polisario) ~ representative of the people' of the Western Sahara,
participates fully in any sE>arch for an equitable, lasting and definitive political
solution to the question of the Western Sahara, in accordance with the resolutions
and declarations of the United Nations, the Organization of African Unity and the
non-aligned countries;

4. Also expresses the hope that any settlement of the problem of the Western
Sahara will make it possible to alleviate the particularly distressing living
conditions of the Sahrawi women refugees;

Seriously concerned about the situation of the people of the Western Sahara~

and especially Sahrroii refugee women, resulting from the continuing occupation of
their territory~ which constitutes a denial of their right to self-determination
and independence~

1. Expresses its solidarity with and support for the just cause of the
Sahrawi people's self-determination and independence;

6. Invites the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to include in
his assistance programmes practical measures for improving thp living conditions of
the Sahrawi women refugees and their children;

5. Calls upon women throughout the world to redouble their efforts at the
national, regional and international levels to help the Sahrawi women to regain
their rights and di~nity;
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7. Appeals to the international organizations concerned to initiate
assistance programmes for Sahrawi women and their children in th~ fields of
education, training and health.

35. International assistance for the reconstruction of Nicaragua

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling the priority given by the Member States of the United Nations and its
specialized agencies to the integration and participation of Homen in development,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 34/8 of 25 October 1979 on
international assistance for the rehabilitation, reconstruction and development of
nicaragua,

Bearing in mind resolution No. 4 on support for the development of women in
Nicaragua adopted by the Second Regional Conference on the Integration of Homen into
the Economic and Social Development of Latin America,

Recognizing the efforts being made by Nicaragua to rebuild the country,
overcome the serious economic crisis that affects it and eliminate the enormous
foreign debt it inherited from the Somoza dictatorship,

Recognizing the outstanding role played by women in Nicaragua during the time
When their country was endeavouring to regain its rights and the role they are now
playing in the process of its reconstruction,

36. Women and development assistance pro~ramm~s

2. Urges the international organizations and, in particular, the United
Nations Development Programme to provide Nicaragua with financial and technical
assistance through their development assistance funds and programmes, placing
special emphasis on women.
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Urges the Member states of the United Nations to provide much-needed
for projects for national reconstruction, economic and social development
achievement of the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women;
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The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/155 of 17 December 1979,

Recalling the objectives of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of
the Objectives of the International Women's Year adopted by the World Conference of
the International Women's Year, and subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly
at its thirtieth session, 34/

~/ General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975.
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Hecognizing that ,.,omen constitute a vast potential force for positive economic

and social change~

Reiteratin~ that accelerated development requires the real and effective
?articipation of women and m~n in all aspects of the development process,

Aware that the review and appraisal process of the 1980 "'orld Conference of
the United Nations Decade for Women has shmm clearly that women's potential has
b(~en underutiliz('d in the development of their countries and that the effectiveness
of development programmes and projects has been adversely affected as a result,

Em'Phasizing the need for women to be actively involved in development pl.anning,
policy and implementation at all levels,

Aware of the importance of multilateral and bilateral development assistance
programmes in the development process,

Aware furthermore that many programmes have in the past ignored the
contribution which ,.,omen can make as active participants and that such programmes
can have a detrimental effect on women's economic, social and political status,

Emphasizing that all training programmes should be linked with employment
opportunities, particularly in developing countries,

1. Ap'Peals to both recipients and donors to ensure that the interests of
women are taken into account in all development programmes and projects and that
such programmes and projects do not adversely affect women;

2. Calls on aid donors to make more resources available for progranunes
specifically designed to benefit wcmen bearing in mind that 'Tomen suffer particular
disadvantages and 'that efforts to overcome thesE' disadvantages require sensitive
planning of projects. including projects for assisting women to develop decision
making and leadership skills;

3. Calls further on aid donors to provide capital funding for the
implementation of projects in which women can develop skills while employed in
income-generating activities;

l~. Ur~E's both recipients and donors of devPlopment assistance to involve
,mmen, inclUding women who will be affected by such programmes, from the earliest
stag~s and at all levels of planning and implementation of aid programmes;

5. Further urp!;es rf'cipients and donors of development assistance to examine
and consult on ways to achievE' these objectives and to establish mechanisms for
their early impleml?i1tation, such arrangements to be regularly reviewed and
evaluated.

37. Health and well-bein~ of the women of the Pacific

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality)

Develo~ment and Peace,

Recallinp; that the subth€'me of the Conference is "Employment, Health and
Education n ,
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Gravely concerned that the continued testing of nuclear weapons constitutes a
serious . hazard to the environment and the health of present and future generations
of mankl.nd,

. Reiterating its convi:tion that the cessation of nuclear-weapon testing in all
envl.ronments would be a maJor step towards the attainment of world peace,

Considering that the continued nuclear testing in the Pacific Ocean constitutes
a serious hazard to the health and well-being of the peoples of the Pacific,

Recognizing that the health of women and children is of primary importance for
the achievement of the aims and objectives of the Decade,

Calls upon all nuclear-weapon States to refrain from conducting any testing of
nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices in the Pacific and calls upon
all States to support the conclusion of the comprehensive test ban treaty to bring
about the cessation of all nuclear testing.

38. The International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling resolution 26 of the World Conference of the International Women's
Year 35/ recommending the creation of the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women, and the subsequent resolutions of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council on the matter,

Recognizing the importance of the Institute as a centre for the collection and
dissemination of information and data about women in their societies and as an
international focal point for research and training geared to the full participation
of women in development in all its aspects,

Recognizin~ the need for the expansion and strengthening of such an
organization in order to assist in identifying, formulating and implementing new
approaches in the fields of training, research and information for, by and about
women in their societies,

1. Notes with satisfaction the establishment of the Institute in pursuance of
resolution 26 mentioned above and the commencement of its operations and
implementation of the work programme adopted by its Board of Trustees in
October 1979, and the efforts made towards the appointment of the Director and the
installation of the Institute in the Dominican Republic;

2. Recommends that:

(a) The Institute should identify and undertake research and training
programmes in all regions and countries as appropriate thus facilitating the

35/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City,-Y9 June-2 July 1975, United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.76.IV.I~ p. 102.
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implementation of the relevant parts of the Programme of Action adopted by the
Conference and make them known through its information activities;

(b) Regional seminars should be instituted by specialized agencies and other
United Nations bodies and organizations and by Member States s so that they can
carry out training and research programmes on the needs of women s both at the
national and regional levels;

3. Urges the specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies to
co-operate with and assist the Institute in carrying out research, training and
information programmes relevant to the needs of women;

4. Appeals tc all Member States and concerned organizations to assist the
Institute in its programmes by, inter alia, providing voluntary contributions to
its Trust Fund.

39. Establishment and strengthening of machinery for the
integration of women in development

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Paace,

Considering that the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year provides that interdisciplinary and
multis€ctoral machinery should be established to accelerate the achievement of
equal opportunity for women and their full integration in development, 36/

Recalling that the World Plan of Action recommends the establishment within
government of machinery with adequate staff and budget for the achievement of the
objectives of the World Plan of Action,

Considering the report of the Secretary-General on the "Review and evaluation
of progress achieved in the implementation of the World Plan of Action: national
machinery and legislation", 37/

Considering also Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/35,

Aware that local, national, subregional and regional machinery has a role of
prime importance to play in the integration of women in the development process,

Recognizing the need to promote women's organizations and to enable them
effectively to play their role,

Recommends that:

(a) Appropriate machinery should be established wherever it does not yet
exist and that financial, technical and human resources should be provided for it
by international organizations and government agencies;

36/ ~., p. 14, para. 31f.

37/ A/CONF.94/1l and Carr.l and Add.l and Add.l/Corr.l and 2.
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(b) Every effort should be made at the international, regional, subregional,
national and local levels to ensure the full co-ordination of the activities
llndertaken in order to enable the machinery for the integration of women in
development to achieve the priority objectives of the World Plan of Action.

40. strengthening the role of the Commission on the
Status of Women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Develo~ment and Peace,

Having considered the institutional aspects of carrying out the World Plan of
Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year,

Aware of the growing role of United Nations bodies whose terms of reference
have a bearing on the implementation of the World Plan of Action,

Bearing in mind the useful contribution of the Commission on the Status of
Homen to the attainment of the objectives of the Decade and to the progress made,
and the obstacles encountered in that field,

L Req,ue8ts the Commission on the Status of Women to pay particular
attention to the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Half of
the United Nations Decade for vlomen and other recommendations of the Conference and
to the formulation of proposals and recommendations for the Economic and Social
Counc il based on all the relevant information, and, for that purpose, to assume
responsibility for co-ordinating the resulting material in conformity with the
integrated reporting system;

2. Further requests the Commission on the Status of Women to contribute,
through its work, to the establishment of the new international economic order and
the formulation of the international development strategy for the third United
Nations Development Decade;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to consider appropriate measures enabling
the Commission to fulfil that function and strGngthcriing the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs so that it can effectively help the Commission
on the Status of Women to carry out the tasks assigned to it in paragraphs 1 and 2
above.

41. Women and nutritional self-sufficiency

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that 85 per cent of women in many developing countries are engaged
in agriculture and are the principal protagonists in the attainment of nutritional
self-sufficiency at the family, community and national levels,

Considering that rural women produce at least 50 per cent of the world I s food
output and that the purchase and preparation of food are left to women,
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Recalling the conclusions of the Horld Food Conference held in Rome in 1974,

Recalling also the ProGramme of Action as adopted by the World Conference on
Ac;rarian Reform and Rural Development which was endorsed by the General Assembly in
its resolution 34/14 of 9 November 1979.

Recallinp; also the provisions of: the Plan of Action which was adopted at Lagos
in April 1980 by the Second Summit Conference of African Heads of State and
Government on economic questions and which gives top priority to nutritional
self-sufficiency,

Invites Governments to:

(a) Review the food situation from the point of view of food consumption,
quality and distribution and identi fy nutritional needs at all levels, especially
that of the community;

Cb) Establish priorities and draw up proe;rammes allocating the necessary
resources for them in order to increase women's productivity with a view to
ensuring adequate and proper food supplies for families and ccmmuni ties;

(c) Provide rural women with the necessary means and access to resources for
aericultural production: instruction in appropriate technologies, highly
specialized marketine and transformation techniques and practices ensuring optimum
utilization of resources;

(d) Increase the number of nutrition and food hYGiene courses in school,
1'unctional literacy and mass education programmes and use the most appropriate mass
media to prevent food waste at all levels, from production to consumption;

(e) Promote the effective participation of women in rural organizations
involved in the system of food production, distribution and utilization;

(f) Establish machinery at all levels to monitor and evaluate progress with a
view to achieving nutritional self-sufficiency at the family, community and national
levels;

(g) Strengthen international co-operation to remedy inequalities in food
resources.

42. Voluntary Fund for the Dni ted Nations Decade for Women

The Vlorld Conference of the United Nations Decade for vJomen: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recallinp; General Assembly resolution 31/133 of 16 December 1976 containing
the criteria and arrangements for the management of the Voluntary Fund,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 34/156 of 17 December 1979,

Conscious that, through financial and technical support, the Fund was designed
to supplement development activities for women at the national, regional and global
levels in co-operation with the appropriate organs of the United Nations system,
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RGcognizing the necessity for continuing financial and technical support to
development activities which respond to the sp,::cific needs of Homen in developinc
countries and the importance of incorporating concern for women in national,
subregional and regional development plans, policies and programmes,

Noting the advice of the Consultative Committee on the Voluntary Fund that
continuation of cxtrabudgetary posts financed from the Fund after 1981 is
dependent upon the- regi onal commissions mA-king available, senior "'lOmen' s programm('
officer posts from the regular budget of the United rTations,

1. Expresses its appreciation for the support given by the Fund to projects
in developins countries;

2. Expresses its appreciation also to the regional commissions, the United
Nations Development Programme and the specialized agencies of the United Nations
system for their assistance in project development and oxecution;

3. Reaffirms the decision of the General Assembly in its resolution 34/156
of 17 December 1979 to review the decision concerning the location of the Fund at
its thirty-sixth session on thE~ basis of the rf'port to be submitted by the
Secretary-General on his consultations iorith the Consultatiw' Committee, the
Administrator of thp Unitpcl Hations Development Pror:ramme and other United Nations
agencies directly concerned, as well as of the vievs to be submitted by i'l!ember
States by 1 June 1981;

4. ExPresses its desire that the activities dev~loped by the Fund should
continuE' beyond the United Nations Decade· for Women;

5. Appeals urgently to all the rLgional commissions to make policy-level
posts available to the lfomcn's prosramme from the United Nations regular budget;

6. Expresses its appreciation for the voluntary contributions pledg0d by
States Eembcrs of the United Nations and appeals to States rIembers to consider
giving or increasing their support to the Fund.

43. Exploitation of the prostitution of others and traffic
in persons

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that traffic in women and children forced into prostitution
remains a continuinc evil,

Considering that women and children (girls and boys) are still all too often
~ing victims of physical abuse and sexual exploitation constituting virtual slav0ry,

esi[Uei
~:lobal

teo l

Notinr-; that the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and
of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others 'Tas approved by the General
Ags~mbly in resolution 317 (IV) of 2 December 1949,

Notinr-; that the vJorld Conference of the Int€'rnational Hompn r
5 Year in r,4(~xico

in 1975 adopted a resolution on I1Prevention of thE' C'xploitation of Homen and
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girls i
! 38/ reli.uesting 'the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in co-operation

with other asencies, to undertake a world-wide survey of prostitution and the
maltreatment involved in it,

Considering also that, although section II (Specific areas for national
action), subsection I (Other social li.uestions), of the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International l'!omcn' s Year refers to this
matter in three different places, 39/ the measures and decisions talcen in this
connexion have not yet had the desired effect,

Noting that the Commission on the Status of Women, at its twenty-eighth
session, reminded the Secretary-General that a report on the subject should be
submitted without delay,

Deplorin~ the scant interest shown by Governments and international
organizations in this serious problem,

Believing that it would be desirable to improve the procedures and expand the
activities of organs in the United Nations system, the Commission on the Status o~

Women, the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control and the Working Group on
Slavery of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
~unorities of the Commission on Human Rights, Which could help to prevent forced
prostitution, suppress its exploitation and facilitate the rehabilitation of its
victims,

1. Invites Governments to take appropriate measures with a view to
ratifying the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others and to submit to the Secretary-Genera~

the information specified in article 21 of that Convention;

2. Ur~es the Governments of States Members to recognize that women and
children are not a cOIllIllodity and that every woman and every child has the right to
legal protection against abduction, rape and prostitution;

3. Further reminds Governments that women and children prostitutes have the
right to legal protection against maltreatment which they may be subjected to for
the sole reason of their being prostitutes;

4. Reminds the United Nations, non-governmental organizations in
consultative status and all international organizations that they should make
concerted efforts to ensure the success of the campaign against this scourge;

5. Invites the Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders to make concrete recommendations in regard to the
relationship between development, prostitution and exploitation and traffic in
persons;

38/ Re ort of the World Conference of the International Homen's Year, Hexico
City,:l9 June-2 July 1975, United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.? .IV.l, p. 79,
resolution 7.

39/ Ibid., J? 30.
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6. Recommends that the Secretary-General of the United Nations should
invite the Governments of States Members to take action against international
networks of traffickers and procurers;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the twenty-ninth session of
the Commission on the Status of Women and to the next session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations the requested report on prostitution throughout the
world, its causes and the social and economic conditions which encourage it.

44. Women in agriculture and rural areas

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality~
Development and Peace,

Recalling resolution 21 of the World Conference of the International Women's
Year 40/ and General Assembly resolution 3523 (XXX) of 15 December 1975,

Understanding the need for rural and peasant women to participate in the
development process and the importance of addressing the specific needs of the
rural world and particularly rural women,

Recognizing that rural women throughout the world must be ensured access to
water, to health services, to education, to employment, to transportation and to
land on terms of equality with rural men and with urban people,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 31/175 of 21 December 1976 on
effective mobilization of women in development, in which the Assembly urged Member
States inter alia to ensure that women have equal access in agriCUlture to
co-operatives and credit and loan systems, as well as equal opportunities to
participate in policy-making in the economic field, in commerce and trade and in
the advanced efforts of industry, .

Extremely concerned that the review and appraisal of the economic and social
situation of rural women contained in the report of the Secretariat 41/ reveals
that little or no positive improvements have taken place since the first half of
the Decade,

Aware that, although in many countries women grow, process and market food,
rural women lack production and management skills and access to information and
related support services,

1. Urges Governments, United Nations organizations and other funding
organizations to give special attention to the needs and priorities of rural women
as determined by rural women themselves;

2. Recommends that all development processes and activities should give due
regard to community orientation with the aim of making it possible for rural women
to remain in their own communities, thus minimizing the flow of migration from
rural to urban areas in countries where this is necessary;

40/ Ibid., p. 96.--
41/ A/CONF.94/28.
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3. Requests Governments to ensure that rural women:

(a) Are provided with education, technology and training suitable to their
needs, as identified by them in order to improve employment opportunities in rural
areas;

(b) Have access to credit and financing mechanisms on a basis of equality
with men, and flexibility in the institutions which deliver credit services to
rural women;

(c) Are encouraged and assisted to attain key leadership roles in rural
communities and organizations;

(d) Are encouraged and adequately trained to participate actively in
co-operatives and other organizations concerned with marketing;

(e) Have free access to participation in rural industrialization programmes;

4. Further requests Governments to have trained professionals, rurally
oriented and specially concerned with education, health and employment, available
in rural areas;

5. Urges Governments to give priority to research and action programmes :for
landless rural women and their families;

6. Also requests governmental and non-governmental organizations to
encourage and support the cultural, economic and technical co-operation between
rural women in developed and developing countries and among developing countries;

7. Calls on rural women throughout the world to become aware of their rights
in order that they can exercise and benefit from them;

8. Also calls on rural communities to endeavour, in collaboration with the
mass media, to reflect a more realistic picture of rural living, its problems and
possibilities;

9. Urges the United Nations and organizations in the United Nations systelIl,
in particular the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and t.he
International Labour Organisation, to:

(a) Assist Governments to train women at the para-professional level in basic
agricultural techniques as field workers so that they can travel and 8xchange
appropriate technology as well as remain in their own environment and become
direct links of communication '\-Tith rural women in their fields and homes;

(b) Review their funding policies and priorities, especially with respect to
action programmes for women, and in the next five years devote more funds to t.he
unstinting development of rural and agricultural women;

(c) Seek to employ many more highly qualified and skilled women in
agriculture from all parts of the world at the policy-making level within United
Nations agencies.
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45. Apartheid and women in South Africa and Namibia

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Noting with regret that since 1975 the status of women under the apartheid
regimes of South Africa and Namibia has deteriorated,

Bearing in mind the provisions o~ the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Ji:partheid, 42/

Recalling the resolutions adopted and proposals made by the World Conference of
the International Women's Year held at Mexico City in 1975,

Recalling also resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations, in
particular resolution 3411 C (XXX) of 28 November 1975, by which the Assembly
proclaimed that the United Nations and the international community have a special
responsibility towards the oppressed people of South Africa and Namibia,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/189 of 29 January 1979 placing the
effects of apartheid on the status of vlOmen in South Africa and Namibia on the
agenda of the World Conference,

Noting that attempts being made by women throughout the world to implement
programmes under the United Nations Decade for ~"'omen have not dealt satisfactorily
wi th problems faced by women under the oppressive racist regimes of South Africa
and Namibia,

Further noting that the Plan of Action for the Integration of Women in
Development for the region of the Economic Commission for Africa 43/ did not
satisfactorily attend to problems faced by women under the oppressive racist
reeimes of South Africa and Namibia,

Also noting that the peoples of southern Africa and the world are facing the
threat of world instability and lvar because of the rapid mili tarization of
South Africa and the arms race while the avowed principle of the Decade is peace,

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General on "The effects of
apartheid on the status of ,wmen in South Africa and Namibia", 44/ "'The role of
Homen in the struggle for liberation in Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa" 45/
and "Measures of Assistance to Homen in Southern Africa" 46/ and the Declarations
and recommendations of the Hemispheric Seminar on Fomen under Apartheid (r-lontreal)
and the International Seminar on women and Apartheid (Helsinki),

42/ See General Assembly resolution 3068 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973.

43/ Report of the Horld Conference of the International Women's Year,
f.1exicoCityo 19 Jlme-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l,
pp. 64 et seq.

44/ A/CONF.94/7.

45/ A/CONF.94/5.

46/ A/CONF .94/6.
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Reaffirming that, unless the peoples in South Africa and Namibia are
liberated and are also able to participate in the global struggle for peace,
e~uality and development, the over-all strategy objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women cannot be fully realized,

Considering that the observance of the United Nations Decade for Women must
lead to an acceleration of concerted action by the women of the world for the
complete eradication of apartheid in South Africa and Namibia through the
assumption of power by the people,

Reaffirming that apartheid would have long been destroyed were it not for the
economic and military assistance granted by the major Western countries to the
regime of South Africa,

Asain reaffirming that the States which give assistance to the racist regime
of South Africa become accomplices in the inhuman practices of racial
discrimination, massacres, detentions and death of thousands of women and children
in these countries,

Further affirming its full solidarity with the women of South Africa and
Namibia in their struggle for liberation under the leadership of their national
liberation movements,

Noting with appreciation the sacrifices of the Frontline States of Africa in
their support of the liberation struggles in South Africa and Namibia,

1. Rejects as inhuman and intolerable all policies designed to perpetuate
apartheid, racial segregation or other policies based on theories that racial
groups are or may be inherently superior or inferior;

2. Strongly condemns the imprisonment, torture and killings of school
children demonstrating for equality in education in South Africa as an outrage to
the conscience of the world;

3. Pays tribute to the great sacrifices of the women and children in South
Africa and Namibia in the struggle for the inalienable rights and their national
liberation;

4. Calls upon the women of the world to pressurize their Governments:

(a) To sever all links - political, economic, diplomatic and military - with
the apartheid regimes;

(b) To disseminate information on the effects of apartheid as widely as
possible;

5. Urges the Security Council to enhance and intensity world-wide support
for an effective oil embargo and comprehensive economic sanctions against South
Africa;

6. Welcomes with gratitude the contribution by the Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade for Women to a legal defence fund for women suffering under
the system of apartheid and colonial domination;
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7. Condemns the vicious acts of aggression of the Pre~oria regime against
the Frontline States o~ Africa, and the killings of refugees, including women and
children;

8. Urges all organizations of the United Nations system, Governments,
international and regional intergovernmental organizations, women's and
anti-apartheid groups, non-governmental organizations and other groups to give the
highest priority to the questions of measures of assistance ~o women in South
Africa and Namibia during the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women;

9. Endorses the comprehensive programme for measures of assistance to women
in South Africa and Namibia as contained in document A/CONF.94/6;

10. Also endorses the Declaration and Recommendations of Helsinki and
Montreal International Seminars on Women and Apartheid and commends them for the
urgent attention of Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations;

11. Calls for the immediate release of all political prisoners in South
Africa and Namibia;

12. Urges all trade unions to refrain from hand.ling any merchandise,
weaponry and any goods of economic value going to South Africa and Namibia;

13. Appeals to all Governments and organizations to support the various
projects of the national liberation movements, and front-line States, especially
those designated for women and children. More assistance should be channelled
through the South African and Namibian liberation movements recognized by the
Organization of African Unity;

14. Urges all concerned United Nations organizations to strengthen the
existing voluntary fund to be used for the legal defence of political prisoners in
South Africa and Namibia and assistance to their families;

15. Commends the Special Committee against Apartheid for giving special
attention to the plight of women and children under apartheid;

16. Recommends the full utilization and strengthening of existing machinery
to monitor, co-ordinate and follow up on the fullest implementation of the
measures of assistance to women in South Africa and Namibia during the second half
of the United. Nations Decade for Women adopted in Copenhagen;

17. Appeals to all Member States of the United Nations which have not yet
done so to ratify the 1973 International Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.

46. The situation in Bolivia

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that the objectives of the United Natiori~-'Decade for Women include
the integration of women in development, par~icularly at the political, economic
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and social d~cision-making level, on equal terms in a world of more equitable
economic relations, and the full enjoyment by women of their human rights,

Considering that, in Bolivia, under the leadership of a woman,
Lidia Gueiler de Tejada, the foundations were laid to enable that country
democratically to elect a government that was truly representative of the Bolivian
people, but that that process was violently interrupted,

Resolves to condemn most vigorously any action designed to prevent the
Bolivian people from achieving the goal it had freely set for itself and, thus, to
hamper the full exercise by Bolivian women of their political rights and delay
their participation in their country's development process.

47. Implementation of the goals of the United Nations Decade
for Women within the framework of the United Nations
efforts to achieve the New International Economic Order

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that inequality and the economic dependence of developing
countries hamper the development of the national economies of such countries,

Emphasizing that the problems of women are also the problems of society as a
whole and that they are intimately related to the level, structure and pace of
over-all development, which has hindered progress in achieving legal equality of
women and that the efforts and actions undertaken in a number of countries to
promote the status of women have not produced in practice the expected results,
primarily because of the lack of adequate economic and social development,

Bearing in mind the position adopted at the World Conference of the
International Women's Year, held in Mexico City in 1975 and subsequently endorsed
by the General Assembly, that the realization of the goals of the United Nations
Decade for Women: "Equality, Develop[cnt and Peace" depends largely on the
establishment of just international economic relations as an essential
precondition for the comprehensive economic and social development of the
developing countries and the world as a whole,

Considering that a number of conferences were SUbsequently held within the
United Nations system as well as by the non-aligned and other developing countries
at which the recommendations of the Mexico Conference were further elaborated,
thus creating a basis for the adoption of political decisions at the national and
international level, with a view to improving the economic situation in the ~(orld,

including improvement of the status of women,

Recognizing the need to accel~rate the over-all development of developing
countries, speciallY in those areas that will strengthen the basic productive
capacity of their national economies, i.e. the development of the food and
agro-industrial sectors, basic industries, science and technology, indigenous
energy sources, fertilizers, agricultural machinery and transport services, in
order to adequately satisfy the nutrition, health and educational needs of all
women and men on an equal basis, as well as to provide a high level of employment
within the framework of their own national plans and priorities,
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i, to

.~on~E~d about the political as well as the economic and monetary crisis in
the world that affects. above all, the developin~ countries and hence the majority
of women, the consequences of which have also been reflected on women in the
developed countries,

CO~.y':in£.~C!. that current world economic and rolitical problems cannot be
resolved by methods used and measures undertaken so far, while the cumulation of
these problems endanp;ers international security and tvorld peace.

Reaffirmin~ that the international community has accented joint responsibility
for development--and therefore has launched co-operative efforts in the t~o United
Nations Development Decades and is now enf.a~ed in economic ner,otiations that will
lead to the full achievement of the New International TIconomic Order,

1. C~l-s uP,?~ all States Members of the United Nations:

(a) To integrate. in all Dlans and programmes, at the national and
international level ~ the aims established by the \forld Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International \Tomen' s Year, further
elaborated by the V10rld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen in the
Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade~

(b) To create, by utilizing their national resources and promoting collective
self·-reliance ~ conditions for economic and social progress. and in that way to

~s a improve the economic ~ social and political status of women,

of 2. Urges all Governments, especially those of the developed countries~ to
conduct in-the---spirit of constructive co-operation the :round of economic

i. ne~otiations related to the international development stratepy for the third
United Nations development decade and to bring the global nep,otiations to
satisfactory a~reements, with the object of restructuring the world economy and
eliminatinf, economic .causes that threaten world peace, so that the objectives of

'sed the United Nations Decade for T"!omen can be achieved~

,ns
3. Requests_ the Secretary··General of the United Nations to transmit to the

eleventh special session of the General Assembly on development and international
economic co-operation the final documents of the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Homen, as a component part of the documents for this session
and for the strategy for the third United Nations Development Decade.

e
des

and

rld, I The \florId Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen:---_._._--
~~~~~Jty. Development and Peac~,

Havinp, met in Copenhagen from 14 to 30 July 1980 at the invitation of the
Government-clf Denmark,

Having reviewed and evaluated the progress made and obstacles encountered in
the attainment of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women,

ent !Iav~!!..p; ado~ a Prop:ramme of Action desir;ned to achieve in the second half
of the United Nations Decade for Homen the objectives reflectinr: the asnirations
of the women of the world"
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1. Respectfully presents its thanks to Her Majesty Q,ueen Margrethe IT of
Denmark for havinf.; gracedthe opening meeting of the Conference with her presence
and for having made an inaugural address;

2. Expresses its profound ~ratitude to the Government of the Kin~dom of
Denmark for havinr, made it possible for the Conference to be held in Copenhagen
and for the excellent facilities ~enerously placed at its disposal"

3. !3..eq~ts the Government of Denmark to convey to the authorities of the
City of Copenhagen and to the Danish people the gratitude of the Conference for
the hospitality and warm welcome extended to the participants in the Conference~

1/.. Decides that, the Programme of Action adopted by the Conference shall. be
known as the lfProgrannne of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade
for Homen : Equality ~ Development and Peace".

DECISION

Credentials of the represe~~a}iv~?~o the Conference

At its 19th plenary meeting on 29 July 1980 the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality~ Development and Peace approved the
report of the Credentials Corr~ittee (A/CONF.94/L.24 and Corr.l and 2).
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Chapter 11

ORIGINS OF THE CONFERENCE

2. The origins of the Conference are traceable, in the final analysis, to the
:,re· occul,ation lrhich has for lo~g been expressed, in virtual;Ly every cOlmtry and in
increasing measure, with questions concerning the position of women in society, in
the family, in national economic, cultural and political life and on the
international scene. In the United Nations system of organizations the subject of
the status of women has been receiving increasing attention at almost every level
ever since the establishment of the Organization. The relevant discussions and
resolutions of the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and its
subsidiary bOdies, especially the Commission on the Status of Women, the
specialized agencies, the regional commissions, ad hoc international conferences
and many other bodies affiliated to the system reflect the growth, especially
since 1975, of the interest of Governments in the situation of women at the
international and national level. In addition, many intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations have for many years been pressing for a greater
recognition of the importance of the role of women in all walks of life.

3. It was in response to the great interest manifested throughout the world in
the status of women that the General Assembly adopted, on 18 December 1972, its
resolution 3010 (XXVII) by which it proclaimed the year 1975 as "International
Women's Year" and recommended certain action to achieve the objectives set out in
the resolution. Subsequently, on 16 M~ 1974, the Economic and Social Council,
acting on a recommendation by the Commission on the Status of Women, adopted
resolutions 18)-1-9 (LVI) and l851 (LVI) concerning the convening of an international
conference during the "Year" as a focal point of the international observance of
the Year. The General Assembly took action on these proposals at its twenty-ninth
session, 1/ and at the invitation of the Government of Mexico the World Conference
of the International Women's Year was held in Mexico City from 19 June to
2 July 1975.

4. That Conference adopted the "Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women
and their Contribution to Development and Peace 19751

', a "World Plan of Action for
the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year", several
regional plans of action, and a number of resolutions and recommendations. 2/ In
order to maintain the momentum it had created, the Mexico Conference recommended,
inter alia, that the General Assembly should consider at its thirtieth session the
convening of another world conference on women in 1980. 1/

5. In the course of that thirtieth session the Assembly adopted, on
15 December 1975, resolution 3520 (XXX) by which, inter alia, it took note of the

1/ ReSOlutions 3276 (XXIX) and 3277 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974.

2/ See the report of the Conference~ document E/CONF.66/34, United Nations
pUbli~ation, Sales No. E.76.IV.l.

1/ Ibid., p. 113.
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report of the Mexico Conference and endorsed its proposals for action, proclaimed
the period from 1976 to 1985 as the I1United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace?; to be devoted to effective and sustained national, regional
and international action to implement the World Plan of Action and related
resolutions of the Conference; and - as recommended by that Conference - decided to
convene in 1980, at the mid-term of the 'i1 Decade ll

, a world conference of all States
r:to review and evaluate the progress made in implementing the objectives of the
International Women's Year as recommended by the World Conference of the
International Women's Year and, where necessary, to readjust existing programmes in
the li~ht of new data, and research available:1.

6. By resolution 32/140 of 16 December 1977, the General Assembly referred,
inter alia, to action taken by the Economic and Social Council 4/ with a view to
advancing preparatory work for the 1980 Conference, in particulir to the Council's
decision to establish a preparatory committee for the Conference.

7. In the course of its next session, the General Assembly adopted several
resolutions, all dated 29 January 1979, relating to the Conference. In particular,
it adopted resolution 33/189, the annex to which set out the provisional agenda
for the Conference and by which, inter alia, it specified the States, organizations,
bodies and movements to be invited by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to participate in or to be represented at the Conference, and requested him to
appoint the Secretary-General of the Conference and to make the necessary
arrangements for the provision of services to the Conference. By the same
resolution the Assembly also decided on the organization of the work of the
Conference.

8. By resolution 33/185, the Assembly inter alia invited the specialized agencies
and other bodies concerned in the United Nations system to review progress made as
well as constraints and specific problems encountered in their technical and
operational areas in the achievement of the objectives of the "Decade;! and to
suggest appropriate programmes for the second half of the "Decade" and called for
regional preparatory meetings to suggest such programmes.

9. By resolution 33/191, concerning the venue of the Conference, the Assembly
decided to accept with thanks the offer of the Government of Denmark to act as host
to the Conference and decided that the Conference would be held in Copenhagen in
1980. '2J

4/ Council resolutions 1999 (LX) of 12 May 1976 and 2062 (LXII) of 12 May 1977.
By it; resolution 2062 (LXII) the Council established the Preparatory Committee
consisting of 23 Member States. The following were designated by the President:
Australia, Brazil, Cuba, Egypt, German Democratic RepUblic, India, Iran~ Japan,
Madagascar, Mexico, Netherlands, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines,
Senegal, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Venezuela and
Yugoslavia.

2/ It was subsequently decided by Economic and Social Council decision 1979/4
that the dates of the Copenhagen Conference would be 14 to 30 July 1980.
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10. On 12 February 1979, the Secretary-General appointed Mrs. Lucille Malr
(Jamaica) as Secretary-General of the Conference. She took up her functions
officially on 1 April 1979.

11. The Preparatory Committee of the Conference had held its first session in
Vienna from 19 to 30 June 1978. 61 It held its second session at United Nations
Headquarters from 27 August to 8-September 1979. 11 At its first session the
Committee elected as its Presiding Officer Mrs. Lena Gueye (Senegal), who was
succeeded at the second session by Mrs. Maimouna Kane (Senegal).

12. At its thirty-fourth regular session the General Assembly took action
concerning a number of questions related to the Conference. By resolution 34/162
of 17 December 1979 it approved the Preparatory Committee's recommendations (in
the report on the Committeeis second session) concerning activities preparatory to
the Conference and inter alia requested the Secretary-General to provide the
budgetary funds necessary for certain specified purposes, including the convening
of a third session of the Preparatory Committee. By resolutions 34/160 and 34/161
of the same date the Assembly decided to add an item entitled "Effects of Israeli
occupation on Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories:
(a) Review of the social and economic needs of Palestinian women; (b) Special
measures for Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories Si and a
sUb-item concerning the situation of women refugees the world over to the
provisional agenda which it had settled at its previous session. By
resolution 34/158, also of the same date, the Assembly called on all Member States
to give their support to the Conference, requested the Preparatory Committee to
intensify its work in preparing an effective programme of action, and urged the
Commission on the Status of Women "to consider at its twenty-eighth session the
question of elaborating a draft declaration on the participation of women in the
struggle for the strengthening of international peace and security and against
COlonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and
all forms of foreign domination, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 32/142, and for the full and effective enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, taking into account the views of Governments thereon and
views expressed during the thirty-fourth session of the Assemb1y li. At its first
regular session of 1980, the Economic and Social Council, acting on resolution IV
of the twenty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women, adopted
resolution 1980/36 of 2 May 1980 by which it referred to the General Assembly the
question of elaborating such a draft declaration and invited the Assembly to
consider the question at its thirty-fifth session.

13. The Commission on the Status of Women had earlier, at its twenty-seventh
session, given consideration to an item relating to the agenda of the Conference
and had recommended) as a subtheme of the Conference, the subjects ~!Employment,

Health and Educat ionF? , as well as the inclusion of an agenda item concerning
TlEffects of Apartheid on Homen in southern Africa". At its twenty-eighth session
the Commission gave extensive consideration to the documents prepared for the
Conference.

6/ For the report on that session see document A/CONF.94/Pc.ll..

1/ For the report on that session see document A/CONF.94/PC.12.
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14. Another relevant resolution adopted by the Assembly at its thirty-fourth
session was resolution 34/204 of 19 December 1979, for in one of its provisions it
called upon the Conference to include in the programme of action for the second
half of the Decade measures for the integration of women in development.

15. The Preparatory Committee for the Conference held a third session from
7 to 18 April 1980~ at United Nations Headquarters, the presiding officer being
Mrs. Maimouna Kane (Senegal), at which it considered substantive reports relating
to specific ~tems on the Conference's provisional agenda, reports of regional and
sectoral meetings preparatory to the Conference and questions concerning the
organization of the Conference and other matters. ~/

16. Preparatory meetings at which the role of women was considered and certain
recommendations were adopted were held in the various regions, under the auspices
of the regional commissions. 2/

17. The Secretariat of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women
co-sponsored the following seminars in May 1980 in preparation for the World
Conference: the Hemispheric Seminar on Women under Apartheid, in Montreal (with
the United Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid); the International Seminar
on Women and Apartheid, in Helsinki (with the Special Committee Against Apartheid
and UNESCO); and the Seminar on Women and the Media (with UNESCO).

18. A Conference of Non-Aligned and Other Developing Countries on the Role of
Women in Development was held in Baghdad from 6 to 13 May 1979. 10/ The agenda
included, inter alia, items on national development strategies, rural development,
the impact of migration, the role of women's organizations, and the participation
of women in the political, social and economic life of their countries and their
contribution to the consolidation of peace.

19. The OECD organized a high-level meeting on the employment of women in OEeD
countries which was held in Paris on 16 and 17 April 1980.

~/ For the Committee's report on its third session, see document A!CONF.94/23.

2/ See:

Report of the seminar on the participation of women in the economic
evolution of the ECE region (A/CONF.94/14)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (A/CONF.94/15)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Economic Commission for
Latin America (A/CONF.94/16)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Economic Commission for
Africa (A!CONF.94/l7)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Economic Commission for
Western Asia (A/CONF.94/18).

10/ See A/34/321.
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Chapter IH

ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

A. Date and place of the Conference

20. The World Conference of the Dnited Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, was held at Copenhagen from 14 to 30 July 1980, in
conformity with General Assembly rcsclution 33/191 o~ 29 January 1919. During that
period the Conference held 21 pl€nary meetings.

B. Pre-Conference consultati:ms

21. Pre-Conference consult:J.tions open to all States invited to participate in the
Conference were held at Copenhagen on 13 July 1980 to consider a number of
procedural and or6dnizational matters. These and other informal consultations were
conducted unr.~r presidency of Ms. Maimouna Kane (Senegal), Chairman of the
Prepare+~ry Committee for the Conference. The report on the consultations
(A/cuNF.94jL.2 and Add.l) was submitted to the Conference and was accepted as the
bctsis for the organization of its work.

C. Attendance

22. The following 145 States were represented at the Conference:

Afe;hanistan
Albania
Algeria
Aneola
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belgium
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burundi
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
Canada
Cape Verde
Cpntral African Republic
Chile
China
Colombia

Comoros
Congo
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Democratic Kampuchea
Democratic People's Republic of Korea
Democratic Yemen
I:enn:ark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
France
Gabon
Gambia
German Democratic Republic
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
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23. The United Nations Council for Namibia and the Special Committee on Apartheid
were represented at the Conference.

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Holy See
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Kuwait
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Lebanon
Lesotho
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
MozambiQue
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicara8ua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Panama
Papua New Guinea

Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Qatar
Republic of Korea
Romania
Rwanda
Samoa
Saint Lucia
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Seychelles
Singapore
Somalia
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Thailand
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland
United Republic of Cameroon
United Republic of Tanzania
United States of America
Upper Volta
Uruguay
Venezuela
Vietnam
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

25.
At:rj

26.
thrc

21.
Conl

28.

29.
org

24. The Palestine Liberation Organization and the South West Africa People's
Organization attended the Conference in the capacity of observers.
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25. The fol1mdng national liberation movements were represented by observers:
African National Congress (South Africa), Pan Africanist Congress of Azania.

26. Members of the secretariat of the following United Nations offices were present
throughout or during part of the Conference:

Office of the Director··General for Development and International Economic
Co-Operation

Department of International Econcmic and Social Affairs

Department of Technical Co·-operation for Development

Department of Political and Security Affairs

27. The secretariats of the following regional commissions were represented at the
Conference:

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for Latin America

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Western Asia

28. The following United Nations bodies and programmes were also represented:

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)

United Nations Children 1s Fund

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Fund for Population Activities

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office

United Nations University

World Food Programme

Federation of International Civil Servants Associations

29. Representatives of the following specialized agencies and related
organizations participated in the work of the Conference:

International Labour Organisation

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizntion
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World Health OrgRnization

"\-lorld Bank

30. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented by observers:

Caribbean Coremunity SccretRriat

Commonwealth Secretariat

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance

Council of Europe

European Economic Community

International Center for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries

League of Arab States

Nordic Council

Organization of African Unity

Organization of American States (Inter-American Commission of Women)

31. A large number of non-governmental organizations in consultative status with
the Economic and Social Council, or on the Roster, attended the Conference. The
list of participants is given in document A!CONF.94/INF.3 and Add.l.

D. Opening of the Conference and election of its President

32. The Conference was opened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. In
the course of his address he stated that global problems were so interlocked that
efforts for their solution must proceed simultaneously along several paths. The
three goals of the Decade for Women - ~1Equality, Development and Peace [i - were
those of the United Nations itself, and their attainment demanded increased
international collaboration. Without peace, there could be no true equality nor
genuine development. In a climate of fear, tension and instability like the one
prevailing at present, the arms race proceeded a pace at the expense of programmes
of social development. Deterioration in international relations was compounded by
the sombre outlook for the world economy. Such was the gravity of the situation
of the Third World that international political stability would be further eroded
if rapid changes were not forthcoming in economic co-operation between nations.
He urged vigorous efforts to achieve the consensus required for establishing a new
international economic order.

33. He said that these were issues in which women were as much involved as men.
Issues apparently specific to women could not be dissociated from the broader
questions of development and peace. He expected the Conference to make a realistic
appraisal of what had been achieved since the Mexico Conference in 1975 and what
yet needed to be done to fulfil the goals laid down in the World Plan of Action.
The progress that had been made should not be overlooked. There were signs that
stereotyped attitudes about the respective roles and positions of the male and
female halves of society were being steadily reformed. There was increased
recognition on the part of Governments and international institutions that women's
participation was critical to the achievement of their goals of progress. Equality
between women and men was being better ensured through legislation and various
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national machineries, At the same time~ it was to be recognized that gaps occurred
between laws and social practice and that these needed to be prevented through
sustained social action, resources and political will. In many respects, women

ers: still suffered discrimination in employment and education. In developing countries,
they were especially vulnerable to chronic poor health and inadequate nutrition.
These realities should encourage a redoubling of the admirable efforts made by
women in many parts of the world to help each other and work for the progress of
their societies. While acknowledging the support given to these efforts by many
Governments, he made an appeal for increased contributions to the Voluntary Fund
for the Decade for Women.

34. Concluding, the Secretary-General said that humanity had reached a stage
where the strengths and energy of women needed to be utilized in the collective
domain if universally accepted goals had to be attained. He hoped that the
Conference would succeed in formulating programmes motivated by idealism and also
achievable in practice, It would thus make a contribution to the international
effort for releasing humanity from the bondage of hunger and disease, hate and
prejudice, conflict and injustice.
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35. In an inaugural address~ Her Majesty Queen Margrethe 11 of Denmark said that
the Conference was an important event not only for the participants but also for
Denmark as the host country. She expressed the hope that women all over the world
would benefit from the work of the Conference, which marked the mid-point in the
United Nations Decade for Women and which provided an opportunity for reviewing
results achieved in the five years that had elapsed since and for planning future
action. The Plan of Action adopted at the Mexico Conference envisaged the full
and real participation of women in economic, social and political life. People
everywhere would now look to the Copenhagen Conference for positive and
constructive results in its work for the enhancement of the status of women,
especially the least privileged among them. The Conference was taking place at a
time when national societies and the international community were developing
rapidly, with far-reaching consequences for the structure and balance of societies.
Hence it was more imperative than ever that all sectors of the population should be
able to participate actively in the shaping of humanity's common future. Efforts
to achieve\equal rights and opportunities for men and women should take due account
of the personal capacity of the individual. Attitudes towards the role of men and
women in society should be flexible, and rigid concepts of stereotyped roles for
either sex should be avoided. Proceeding, Her Majesty stated that women were
experiencing the necessity of establishing their own premises for an active
contribution to the development of society. They felt that they must draw up their
own demands and themselves specify under what human conditions and in what kind of
society they wished to live. They were urging men to take this as a challenge and
to realize the possibilities inherent in a new family pattern where the role of
each member of the fami~ unit was no longer hampered by fixed ideas. It Was
eQually important that education and employment, both public and private ~ should
offer incentives leading towards the sharing of opportunities and responsibilities,
both outside and inside the family.

36. The World Plan of Action adopted in Mexico was based upon the concept that, in
a broader perspective, efforts for the advancement of women could not be pursued in
a political vacuum, but must be closely related to parallel international efforts
for strengthening the plans for international development and peace. Her Majesty
expressed the hope that all participants in the Conference would remember that they
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';.]"(~:r·e dealing with human individuals, each woman or man a separate personality with
hopet> and. fears? ,i oys and sorrows, each one unique. She hoped that the Conference
uoulcl provide a fresh and strong impetus towards a progressive realization of the
ot',k,:ti vea of the Decade.

31. His Excellency; lvIr. Anker J(LIrgensen, Prime Minister of Denmark, in an address
t,) the Conference stated that the Conference offered an opportunity to bridge the
varied vievrs on the concepts of i7Equality, Development and Peace' which existed in
different parts of the world. He believed that democracy was the system most
conducive to the achievement of these three obj ectives. But also in this system
the objectives of equality, development and peace should be pursued consistently
and determinedly. Assessing the results during the past few years, he rec~gnized

that progress had been slow. \\Tomen in the developing countries were faced with by
fur the greatest difficulties. It was Quite natural, therefore, that the
Conference should focus first and foremost on the possibilities of women to
influence the social and economic development of those countries. He expressed the
'best wishes of the Danish Government for the success ful outcome of the Conference
for the benefit of all women of the world~, especially women in the least developed
countries, and assured it of his Government is readiness to do its best to help the
Conference to fulfil its tasks 0

38. The Conference elected by acclamation Mrs. Lise 0stergaard, Minister for
CuI tural Affairs of Denmark and head of the delegation of Denmark, as President of
the Conference.

39, In thanking the Conference for her election, the President said that, ever
since the establishment of the United Nations, it has been one of the objectives of
the Organization to contribute to the advancement of women. The outstandine; event
in the history of its efforts in that direction had been the adoption of the Horld
Plan of Action at the Mexico Conference in 1975, as a result of which public
opinion had become increasingly conscious of the important part women could play in
the development process. It was the task of the Copenhagen Conference to take
action tending to improve the conditions of poverty under which millions of ivomen
"rere living, the consequences of which were illiteracy, poor health and lack of
access to remunerated employment. In stressing that equality was a prerequisite of
ivholesome social, economic and cultural development, she considered nevertheless
that account should be taken of possible differences in concepts of values between
women and men. In referring to the economic situation of women, she said that
preJUdice and other factors still accounted for the inferior and dependent status
of women in many societies - a phenomenon not confined to the developing countries.
Efforts to establish a new international economic order should aim, therefore, not
only at redressing the balance between rich and poor countries but also at
rectifying the inequalities between the sexes. She expressed the hope that the
Copenhagen Conference would recommend international action and ensure that
der.isions concerninG development strategies would never more be made without taking
into account their effects on the living conditions of women.

future societ:
all matters 0:

41 . An appea:
of' the Nordic
Nations. The
an end to all
that the reso'

42. In respo:
appeal. the s

E. Messages

43. The Conf
Heads of Stat
Dominican Rep
Ireland. J apa
Nigeria. Paki
the United St
Zimbabwe.

F. Other me

44. A messa€
Liberation Or

G. Adoptior

45. At its j

provisional l

(A!CONF.94/2

f1The COl
Vice-Pn
a Rappo:
Committl
Deputy:

H. Ado-ptio

46. At the
agenda (Alco

1. Op

!.~()" She ernphas ized. that the conclusions of the Conference ought to be such as to
be universally fLcceptable, for only then would its decisions and recommendations
produce effects ivorld-wide. Accordingly, she hoped that the deliberations of the
COnfe1'f.:'JlCe vrould be conducted in a spirit of dedication to the connnon cause of
ensurinG that Homen tool\: an active part; on a par with men, in the shaping of
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future societies. As President she would spare no effort in seeking consensus on
all matters of substance relevant to the agreed subjects of the Conference.

41. An appeal, in the form of a petition signed by more than half a million women
of the Nordic countries was presented to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. The petitioners urged prompt action to achieve disarmament and peace,
an end to all aggression and to the power struggle of the great Powers, in order
that the resources so released might be used for constructive purposes.

42. In responding, the Secretary-General said he had been deeply touched by the
appeal, the sentiments of which he echoed.

E. Messages from Heads of State or Government

43. The Conference received messages wiShing it success addressed to it by the
Heads of State or Government of Bangladesh, Bulgaria, China, Congo, Czechoslovakia,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, France, Gambia, Guyana, Iceland, Indonesia,
Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Libyan Arab J amahiriya, MaldiYes, Mongolia,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic,
the United States of America, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Zambia and.
Zimbabwe.

F. Other messages

44. A message for the success of the Conference was received from the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

G. Adoption of the rules of procedure (agenda item 3)

45. At its first plenary meeting on 14 July 1980 the Conference adopted the
provisional rules of procedure recommended by the Preparatory Committee
(A/CONF.94/2), subject to the amendment of rule 6 to read:

:k of
lisite:
leless
betllei:
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statu;
ltUltrk
lre. m: H.

liThe Conference shall elect the following officers: a President, a
Vice-President in charge of co-ordination and 23 other Vice-Presidents and
a Rapporteur-General, as well as a Presiding Officer for each of the Main
Committees provided for in rule 42. Each Main Committee shall elect three
Deputy Presiding Officers and a Rapporteur."

Adoption of the agenda (agenda item 4)

, the

It tflkJ

as t",
,tions
of the
of

of

46. At the same meeting the Conference adopted as its agenda the provisional
agenda (A/CONF.94/l) recommended by the Preparatory Committee, viz:

1. Opening of the Conference

2. Election of the President

3. Adoption of the rules of procedure

4. Adoption of the agenda

5. Election of officers other than the President
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6. Other organizational matters

(a) Allocation of items to the Main Committees and organization of work

(b) Credentials of representatives of the Conference 1.

ll.

Elect

7.

8.

9.

(i) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee

(ii) Report of the Credentials Committee

Elfects of apartheid on women in southern Africa

(a) Review of the situation

(b) Special measures for assistance to women in southern Africa

Review and evaluation of the progress made and obstacles encountered in
attaining the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, at the national, regional and
international levels, from 1975 to 1980, in keeping with the World Plan
of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International
Women I s Year:

(a) Review and evaluation of progress made and obstacles encountered
at the national level in attaining the minimum objectives set forth
in paragraph 46 of the World Plan of Action

(b) Review and evaluation of regional and global programmes of the
United Nations system of organizations aimed at promoting the
objectives of the Decade

Programme of Action for the second half of the United Nations Decade
for \'lomen: Equality, Development and Peace, 1981-1985, designed to
implement the World Plan of Action

(a) National targets and strategies for women's integration and
participation in economic and social development, with special
emphasis on the subtheme IlEmployment, Health and Education It

(i) Planning and monitoring

(ii) National machineries

(b) Regional and international targets and strategies, taking into
account the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education"

(c) The situation of women refugees the world over

~7. At it
Mrs. Helge
co-ordinat
Barbados,
Iraq, Ken:;
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Zimba.bwe.

~8. Ms. J

~9. The (
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Committee
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Presidin~

Mr. UmaYJ
(Zambia)

J. Oth~

10. Effects of Israeli occupation on Palestinian women inside and outside
the occupied territories

(a) A review of the social and economic needs of the Palestinian women
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(b) Special measures for assistance to Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied territories

11. Adoption of the report of the Conference

T. Election of officers other than the President (agenda item 5)

47. At its second plenary meeting on l5 July 1980, the Conference elected
Mrs. Helga Horz (German Democratic Republic) Vice-President in charge of
co-ordination and the following 23 States as Vice-Presidents: Australia, Austria,
Barbados, China, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Ethiopia, France, Ghana,
IraQ, Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America, Venezuela,
Zimbabwe.

48. Ms. Anasixta Gonza1es de Cuadros (Colombia) was elected Rapporteur-General.

49. The Conference elected Mrs. Maimouna Kane (Senegal) Presiding Officer of
the First Committee and Mrs. Shiela Kaul (India) Presiding Officer of the Second
Committee.

50. The First and Second Committees elected their Deputy Presiding Officers and
Rapporteurs:

, Itne

'~~nd~

':E t,~

]

,~::"ial

First Committee

Deputy Presiding Officers:

Rapporteur:

Second Committee

Deputy Presiding Officers:

Rapporteur:

Officers of the Commdttee of the Whole

Ms. Rafidah Aziz (Malaysia)
Ms. Leonidas Paez de Virgili (Paraguay)
Ms. Maria Groza (Romania)

Ms. M. Van Hemeldonck (Belgium)

Ms. Maria de Lourdes C. E. S.
de Vincenzi (Brazil)

I~. Chavdar Kiuranov (Bulgaria)
Ms. Nermin Abadan-Urat (Turkey)

~tr. Ali Benbouchta (Morocco)

51. The Committee of the Whole established by the Conference 11 elected as its
Presiding Officer Ambassador Ifigenia Martin~z (Mexico). It elected
~tr. Umayya Tukan (Jordan) as its Deputy Presiding Officer and Ms. Inonga Lewanika
(Zambia) as its Rapporteur.

J. Other organizational matters (agenda item 6)

l. Allocation of items to the Main Committees and organization of work

52. At its 1st plenary meeting the Conference further decided:

(i) That items I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 11 would be considered in plenarYmeetin~s;

1/ In conformity with a reccrr®endation by the pre-Conference consultations
(see A/COrJF.94/L.2/Add.l).
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(ii) That items 7 (a), 8 (a), 9 (a) and 10 (a) would be considered by the
First Committee;

(iii) That items 7 (b)9 8 (b), 9 (b), 9 (c) and 10 (b) would be considered by
the Second Committee.

53. In addition, at the same meeting the Conference decided to establish a
Committee of the Whole whose terms of reference would be to consider Part One
"Background and framework ll of the Programme of Action contained in document
A/CONF.94/22 and Corr.1 9 and to report to the plenary.

2. Credentials of representatives to the Conference: Appointment of the
members of the Credentials Committee (agenda item 6 (b) (i))

54. In conformity with rule 4 of the rules of procedure the Conference at its
1st plenary meeting established a Credentials Committee composed of the following
States: Belgium, China, Congo, Ecuador, Pakistan, Panama, Senegal, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America.

K. Tribute to the memory of the late President of Botswana

55. At its 2nd plenary meeting on 15 July 1980 the Conference observed one
minute's silence in tribute to the memory of Sir Seretse Khama, President of
Botswana, whose death had been announced.

L. Implications of Conference decisions for the programme budget of the
United Nations

56. At the 20th plenary meeting on 30 July 1980, before the consideration of the
reco®nendations made by the Committees and of other draft resolutions, the
Secretary of the Conference stated that any provisions of the Programme of Action
or draft resolutions that had implications for the programme budget of the
United Nations would be brought to the attention of the General Assembly by the
Secretariat at the time when the Assembly considered the report of the Conference.
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Chapter IV

SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL DEBATE

57. The general dcb:J.tc, wllich took place in the course of 18 plenary meetings
of the Conference, from 14 to 29 July 1980, covered the whole range of' the topics
that were referred for more specific consideration to the Committees established
by the Conference. The passages which follow give a brief account of the points
that were stressed by speakers in the debate.

58. The representatives of States and the observers who addressed the Conference,
as well as the representatives of specialized agencies, regional commissions
and other United Nations bodies, programmes and offices who made statements
commented on the central issues before the Conference. Some intergovernmental
organizations also made statements in the plenary. A statement was also made on
behalf of a number of non-governmental organizations. In addition, statements
were made in the plenary by the representatives of nine non-f,overnmental
organizations.

59. Many representatives referred to the adoption by the General Assembly of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women l/ as
an event of great significance. A large number of the representatives who spoke
in the general debate announced that they had been authorized by their Governments
to sien the Convention on behalf of their countries at the ceremony arranged, in
conformity with Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/34, to take place
during the Conference. 2/ They added that the signature and ratificat ion of' the
Convention by as many States as possible and its early entry into force would
promote the achievement of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for
l'lomen.

60. In an inaugural statement, the Secretary-General of the Conference said
that the 1975 Conference of the International Women I s Year, by unanimously
approving the World Plan of Action, had affirmed the comprehensive scope of
women's concerns. Inherent in the Vlorld Plan was the recognition tha.t, if' women
were a critical component in every aspect of national life, it was necessary to
involve them in planning and implementation in every sector, inclUding tho se
traditionally perceived as masculine. This was eQually true at the international
level. Accordingly, just as the Conference would consider specific sectors such
as employment, health and education, it should also examine what progress had been
achieved in making the new vision of women as agents and participant s as well as
beneficiaries a national and international reality.

61. Responding to a decision of the Mexico Conference, she said the United Nations
system had assembled for the mid-Decade review the most complete data yet available

!I General Assembly resolution 34/180 of 18 Dec~ber 1979.

gj The signing ceremony took plac e at the Bella Center , Copenhagen, on
17 July 1980.
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on the condition of women. The emerging picture permitted of no complacency, for
there was evidence that in the main the targets established in the World Plan vere
still as elusive as in 1975; however, by its greater detail ~nd clearer focus, this
picture should provide the basis for practical, action-oriented strategies ~or

the rest of the Decade, and the motive for mobilizing national and international
resources behind them. Improved research and analysis, carried out by experts from
a wider range of regions, had also served to confirm the hypothesis that the
situation of women in any country was conditioned by global economic and political
situations. Both the current world economic crisis and international political
tensions were probably having an adverse impact on efforts for the advancement of
women.

62. In the field of employment, increased participation of women had not brought
increased rewards, for the majority of women were confined to low-paid, sex
stereotyped and insecure jobs. In many instances technological change had actually
set women back, and continued failure to redefine economic activity had meant
that much of women's productive work remained uncounted and ignored by economists.
As regards health, the data revealed widespread chronic ill-health among women,
and women's greater vulnerability to certain diseases. As regards education, in
spite of increased female enrolment parity had not been achieved; the drop-out
rate for girls was high, while women's workloads often precluded their access to
adult education programmes where these existed. Moreover, the content of
education frequently tended to reinforce, rather than to change, attitudes which
inhibited improvement in the status of women.

63. The Secretary-General of the Conference further stated that the General
Assembly, recognizing that women were both participants and victims in political
struggles, had directed the Conference to consider three issues - the effects of
apartheid on women in southern Africa, the effects of Israeli occupation on
Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories, and the situation of
women refugees the world over - and to formulate special measures of assistance
in each case. Each of these situations was being dealt with in other United Nations
bodies; the Conference, therefore, had the responsibility of identifying the
special needs of the women involved, and of devising means of aiding them which
neither duplicated nor detracted from existing programmes.

64. The major part of the Conference's work, she said, would be the adoption of
a programme of action at the national, regional and international levels, designed
to ensure that the targets of the World Plan were met by the end of the Decade.
The review indicated that at all three levels the lack of structural change had
impeded efforts. At the national level, mechanisms established had tended to
remain advisory, and to be hampered by a lack of resourc es. At the regional and
international levels, there had been some progress: programmes and resource
centres had been established within the regional commissions, and in the United
Nations and the specialized agencies the growing recognition that women were
important to all developmental concerns had been reflected both in their programmes
and in intergovernmental meetings. structural changes at these levels, however,
had not been adequate even to carry out the activities recommended in the World
Plan, let alone the further initiatives recommended by the regional preparatory
meetings for the Conference. There was still too great a tendency to regard
programmes for women as a separate exercise within a given institution or
department, too great a reliance on extrabudgetary sources to fund such programmes,
and insufficient co-ordination among them.
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65. The object of the draft Programme of Action before the Conference
(A/CONF.94/22 and Corr.l) was to suggest priorities for the rest of the Decade.
Its thrust was twofold; first, toward integrated planning at all levels and in
all sectors, with the provision of necessary resources, and second toward
establishing adequate institutional arrangements both to implement'plans and
programmes and to monitor their implementation. The draft Programme of Action
further sought to increase the participation of women at all levels and in varied
ways, and was intended to be complementary to the efforts of Governments in
attaining the objectives of the Decade.

66. The over-all situation, although by no means satisfactory, nevertheless
contained positive elements. Governments and international organizations had come
to recognize that both women's problems and their potential for problem-solving
must be taken seriously, and were beginning to see new possibilit.ies for linking
women I s advancement to the solution of global problems such as the formulation of
a n~w international development strategy, which the General Assembly would shortly
be considering. It was appropriate that the considerations of the Conference
should find a place in that process.

67. In opening the general debate the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs stressed the historic significance of the
preceding eight years when women had made the first meaningful contribution to
world affairs at the international, regional and national levels. The Mexico
Conference had been the first and only World Conference where women had formed a
large majority among the government delegations, most of which had been headed by
women. The World Plan of Action adopted at the Mexico Conference was the most
comprehensive socio-economic and political programme ever devised in order to
improve the situation of human beings.

68. In reviewing the first part of the Decade for ~>J'omen she singled out the maj or
achievements. In the field of eq,uality the adoption of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women in December 1979 had been
a big step forward. In the field of development some visible achievements were:
a growing awareness of the important role of women; the increasing realization
that the situation of women crucially affected the situation of children and
~amilies, including future generations; the concentrated efforts, with considerable
results, to enlarge the data base, research and analysis with the object of
identifying the linkage between the situation of women and other issues related to
the development of society; the significant interest in the implementation of the
World Plan of Action and the programme for the Decade as part of the national
and international development plans and programmes; the increasing number of
non-governmental organizations involved in the implementation of the programme;
the growing and concerted commitment by women the world over to becoming a major
force in the development of the national and international societies.

69. So far as peace was concerned, she said that successes had been less striking~

but women had contributed to friendly relations among States and to the elimination
of threats to peace.

70. Two new programmes for the advancement of women and new contributions to
development were direct results of the Mexico Conference: the Voluntary Fund for
the United Nations Decade for Women, and the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women.
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71. She add.ed that the secretariat unit responsible for implementing the
recolnmendations of the Mexico Conference needed to be strengthened. The second
part of the Decade should fully reflect women's increasing participation in all
national and international affairs, and women should not let the responsibility
for the future remain solely in the hands of male leaders. The desire to
create a better future for themselves, their children and families united women
all over the world, but they had to be fully involved in all affairs affecting
the common destiny of all humanity.

72. The words of Matthew Arnold quoted in the Hexico Conference, "if women of
the 1yorld will once unite, there will be a power which the world has never seen,"
had really become true. She hoped the trend would continue towards the creation
of a more human world for all.

73. The delegations which spoke in the ensuing debate agreed that the Conference
was an important opportunity to assess the progress which had been made since the
Conference of the International Women's Year in Mexico. Many representatives
stated that the Conference could have a substantial impact on the efforts of
Governments to achieve the goals of the Decade.

74. Many participants recognized the close relationship between the three themes
of the Conference: equality, development and peace, for in their opinion it was
a condition of the realization of these objectives that women should play an
important part in their achievement.

75. Other representatives held the opinion that the Conference represented the
expressed will of people and Governments to eliminate poverty, all forms of
discrimination, injustices and inequalities. They stated that peace, detente,
international co-operation, general and complete disarmament, especially nuclear
disarmament, and national liberation, as well as respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms constituted the indispensable conditions for the emancipation
of women.

Equality

76. Almost all representatives supported the principle of the equality of women
and men in all fields. They considered that there had been progress and some
success in combating the inequality of the sexes. Some speakers stated that more
concrete and practical suggestions were needed aiming at ensuring a higher degree
of equal opportunities and that equality should be translated into economic and
social terms. A number of delegations stressed that education should inculcate
a spirit of equality - racial and sexual equality. Many delegations considered
that, for deep historical, social and economic reasons, it would probably not
be possible to achieve full legal and factual equality of women and men all over
the world during the Decade. Other representatives considered that equality for
women would become possible if men and women together shared in the construction
of a new international economic order. In this connexion one representative
stressed that women's efforts to achieve equality in the developing countries
were firmly linked to the struggle for the right of national self-determination
without any outside intervention or exploitation. Many delegations stated that
the reco~nition of the equal place of women in society was the objective of the
most progressive social and political movements in history. They added that
nowadays women's movements were not confined to the narrow framework of purely
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llf . . " tt .emlnlne ma ers but const~tuted an active factor in the achievement of economic
and social progress. As a contribution to the attainment of women's eQuality
many delegatio~s ~ged that action should be taken to eradicate hunger, disea~e,
unemployment, llllteracy, ignorance and baclcwardness in countries where these
evils still existed.

77. Many delegations referred to the function of the State as the\ultimate
guarantor of the rights of all citizens of either sex and to the inlltitutions
which in t~eir countries were responsible, under the law, for ensuring the respect
of these rlghts. They said that many of the international instruments and
conventions that provided for the equality of the sexes in the matter ·of
employment, social security benefits, health care, education and in other respects
had become part of national law, as had certain recommendations of the
International Labour Organisation and other bodies (including regional bodies)
that provided for preferential treatment of women in specific fields. Many
representatives stated that the Constitutions, laws and regulations in force in
their countries provided material guarantees for the full equality of the sexes
in every respect and that there was governmental and other institutional machinery
for ensuring the observance of these legislative provisions.

78. The delegations of some other countries stated that economic and social
progress, including progress towards full equality of the sexes in so far as it",
did not already exist, depended not only on initiatives taken by the State"but
also on the efforts and contributions on the individual: the citizens, female
and male, had responsibilities and duties, and it was the task of the State to
create conditions propitious for the fulfilment of those duties.

Development

79. Most delegations agreed that peace and security, national and international,
were essential for progress and development. They also stated that the
preconditions for achieving economic and social development on a global scale
were the establishmen~ of a more just and equitable economic order.

80. Many speakers referred to the need for a New International Economic Order
and to the importance of women as participants and beneficiaries of such an
order. One delegation proposed that the results of the Conference should be
brought to the attention of the special session of the General Assembly on economic
development.

81. Some representatives stated that women did not always share in the fruits of
development and that any definition of development should include provision for
the concerns and participation of women. One representative stated that there
was no question of a separate development strategy for women. v,umen should be
an integral part of every development programme, both at the micro economic and at
the macroeconomic level. They should be treated as a target group in development
plans, and budgetary allocations should be made accordingly. In addition, ea:h
development project and programme should have a built-in mechanism for assesslng
their impact on women.

82. A number of representatives pointed out that the world economic crisis had
put additional burdens on women. Others stated that the Conference should
emphasize the interdependence of political and economic development more strongly
than did the draft programme of action.
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83. Many delegations said that, for the purpose of integrating women into the
development process in their countries, it would be necessary to break down
attitudinal barriers inherent in the national culture through public enlightenment
programmes, including specific programmes for women. In most cases these
programmes were sponsored by the Government or a governmental agency and provision
was made for them in the national budget. These speakers added that some of
these activities received. welcome support from international organizations or
from aid··giving agencies of donor countries. Moreover, they said, the movement
towards the greater participation of women in the development effort of their
countries had received a considerable boost from the events organized in connexion
with the International Women's Year, 1975, as a result of which women's groups
and associations had sprung up in many countries where previously none had existed
or where public life had been almost entirely dominated by men.

84. Some delegations, referring to the economic situation in the world in general
and in their countries in particular, said that in times of economic recession
it was invariably the weaker sectors of the population that were most adversely
affected by the hardships which were the consequence of a slackening of industrial
and commerical activity. Among the first victims, they said, were the women in
occupations hard hit by the downturn of the economy, who swelled the ranks of
the unemployed and whose loss of income aggravated the family circumstances, which
in many cases were straitened by the simultaneous unemployment of another member
of the household. A number of speakers pointed out that the effects of a
country's economic stagnation were particularly frustrating for persons who had
become accustomed, in earlier periods of affluence, to a certain standard of
livinr, and who haa come to expect a continuation of their lifestyle: there
again, the adjustment to a different way of life often fell hardest upon the
women.

85. Other delegations stressed that many of the women in their countries had
been influenced by commercial publicity to overestimate the materialistic values
of a civilization alien to their national or religious tradition.

86. A few delegations expressed the opinion that one of the causes contributing
to the present economic crisis, which was severely hampering the development
efforts of many developing countries and which gravely affected the women in
these cou~tries, was the rise in the price of fuels, in particular petroleum
products. '. They explained that petroleum. and. its derivatives were indispensable
to the daily life of the households in their countries, for cooking and heating,
and the high price of the fuel eroded the already mea~re resources available to
families in these countries for buying food and other necessities. In addition,
they said, as petroleum was the basis of many synthetic materials, the higher
price of the raw materiaJ. was reflected in the retail price of garments. Transport
costs also rose in keepin~ with the price of petroleum., and hence added to the
cost of living of the population, including that of working women.

87. Some delegations considered that the Conference ought to pay special
attention to the case of women in the least developed countries. These countries
would need sustained and adequate international assistance in order to be able to
carry out the quite ambitious provisions of the draft Programme of Action for the
second half of the United Nations Decade for Women. In that connexion a number
of speakers pointed out that the Voluntary Fund had provided such assistaIlce in
certain cases; they expressed the hope that the Fund would receive generous support
from Governments in a position to providG financial resources.
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Peace

8G. Many delegations pointed out that women all over the world accepted peace as
an objective necessity and that many supported concrete action in favour of
disarmament and an end to the arms race. Other representatives also stressed the
necessity to safeguard peace. Some delegations expressed the opinion that peace
was the condition for the achievement of equality and development. A number of
delegations endorsed the peace initiative of the group of Nordic women as an
example of grass roots efforts to influence strategies that would ensure world
peace. Other delegations stressed that regional conflicts should be resolved by
peaceful means. One delegation sta~ed that, as yet, women's influence on such
issues as peace and security, disarmament, detente and the realization of a
New International Economic Order had been modest. The delegations of several
developing countries said that war and the threat of war constituted a particularly
serious danger for the daily life of women and children in their countries.
Other delegations stated that facts showed that the threat to peace came mainly
from hegemonist aggression and expansion.

89. Many delegations pointed out that lasting peace and security were basic
preconditions for the achievement of eQuality and development. They expressed
their conviction that the struggle for peace and disarmament, for national
independence, against aggression, foreign occupation and all forms of enslavement
and dictatorship, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, racial discrimination,
apartheid was at the same time a struggle for the improvement of the status of
women and their equal participation in social and economic development. They
also pointed out that e, new war would put in peril the very existence of
civilization, and called upon all women of the world to work actively to
prevent it. In this connexion, they expressed apprehension about the plans to
deploy in some countries of Western Europe medium-range missiles. Some of them
referred to proposals aimed at strengthening peace and security and curbing the
arms race, in particular the declaration adopted on 15 May by the Political
Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty States. Some of these delegations
stressed the need to elaborate a declaration on the participation of women in
the struggle for international peace and security. One of these delegations
proposed that the Conference should adopt a resolution calling upon the General
Assembly to consider and accept such a declaration. These delegations pointed
in particular to the significance of a broad and continuous process of preparation
of societies for life in peace which involved the recognition, in word and deed,
that every nation and every human being, regardless ef race, conscience, language
or sex, has the inherent right to life in peace.

Employment

90. A subject to which virtually all speakers addressed themselves in the course
of their statements in the general debate was that of the economic position of
•.;ramen, and in particular the employment of women. Many representatives referred
to the increasing share of the active labour force that was accounted for by
women in the modern economies of the industrialized countries. Women performed
in many sectors tasks on a footing of equality with men; in some sectors,
particularly in those traditionally reserved for women, feme,le employees
olltnumbered males, and in certain professions a significant percentage of the posts
was now held by women. Many representativeG stated that in their countries women
enjoyed equal opportunities with men in all fields of economic activity and that

-133-



Jpecial legislative and other measures ensured the employment of all persons,
including women; as a result, a very high percentage of women of working age was
gainf11lly employed, on terms of equal remuneration with men. The importance of
the participation of women in economic activity, including agriculture and certain
industries, was stressed also by many representatives.

91. Some representatives referred to the increase in the number of women in
professional and technical occupations, and one of these representatives stated
that there were more professional ·women than men in her country. It was pointed
out that often an excessive burden fell on women who were employed inasmuch as
they continued to bear, often alone, the full burden of family responsibilities.
In addition, many representatives stated that the principle of "equal pay for
equal work", though enshrined in the labour legislation of their countries, was
not always respected in practice owing to the prejudices and stereotyped vision
of employers. The representatives of some developed market economy countries
commented that the phenomenon of discrimination against women as regards their
remuneration was observable in their countries as well, and added that it was not
an infrequent practice for employers to reserve certain occupations to the one or
the other sex, the low paid jobs being commonly given to female workers. The
representative of one of these countries considered that what was needed was a
redistribution of jobs: in her opinion, men should do less paid work and should
share the domestic duties with women so as to relieve women of their double
burden. She added that women shoLud participate on a larger scale in the activities
at present reserved to men. Other representatives noted that special compensatory
measures were necessary to achieve a redistribution of jobs.

Women and health

92. Several delegations expressed the view that improvements had taken place in
the area of women's health, as indicated by the decline in infant and maternal
mortality rates and by figures showing a higher life expectancy for women. Most
representatives stressed that adequate health was a prerequisite for the effective
participation of women in development, in education, in employment and in
political life.

93. Many delegations stated that in their countries medical services for women,
particularly maternity and child care, were provided free of charge and were among
these countries' basic achievements. They described extensive measures taken in
these countries to ensure an appropriate level of health services for women and
children, including the further development of a vast network of specialized
institutions and clinics.

94. In describing the progress made in the last five years in the health care
system of their countries, many other delegations mentioned improvements in
primary health care services, with emphasis on maternity and child care clinics.

95. Many delegations referred to the extension of pre-natal and post-natal child
care, midwifery services and maternity clinics to the rural areas of their countries.
Some representatives noted the increase in the number of women practising or being
trained as doctors, midwives, nurses or officials in the national health system.

q6. Several speakers mentioned the need for increased Lcalth education for women.
In this respect, some representatives considered that the elements of basic
nutrition should be taught to women, and pointed out that in countries where
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nutrition and feeding programmes had been implemented, malnutrition had decreased.
Many dele,gations urged that family planning programmes be included in health
education. One speaker stated that family planning was part of her courrGr;v' f:;

family welfare policy.

97. Many delegations, referring to priority areas for action, stated that
improvements in water supply and sanitation facilities would benefit the rural
areas and contribute to better health for women in developing countries.

98. Several speakers commented on the disquieting incidence of domestic violence~

sexual assault and maltreatment of women and urged that in countries where the
existing law provided insufficient protection against such offences legj.sJ.ation
should be enacted to safeguard the relatively helpless woman and child against
abuse, and social services should be provided to offer relief to the victims of
abuse. One delegation noted the crucial role that women's organizations played in
aiding battered women and in exposing their problems to society.

99. One representative stated that in her continent infant and. maternal mortality
rates were among the highest in the world, and the life expectancy for 1'10men one of
the lowest.

Environment

100. The delegations of a number of countries, particularly those o~ the South
Pacific region, protested against the use of that region as a testirl;·.~ ground for
nuclear devices. They stated that the periodic tests, and especially the nuclear
fall-out and the effects of radiation, constituted a threat to the environmen·t,
the resources and the population of their countries. One of these delegations
stated that this disregard for the quality of the environment and for the well
being of its country's population~ including women and children~ prejudiced
national efforts to improve health and living conditions. Some speakers
appealed to the Governments of countries carrying out nuclear tests to confine
such tests to their own territories. They maintained that the continuation of'
the nuclear tests betokened a lack of respect for the territorial inte~rity and
sovereignty of the Pacific Island nations.

Education------

101. It was generally recognized that one of the most serious and most persistent
deficiencies from which many developing countries suffered was the widespread
illiteracy, especially among the female popUlation. Numerous speakers acknowledged
that a principal cause of illiteracy among women was the historical and cultlU"al
attitUde of society to the education of girls and that what ;.ras needed was a
transformation of traditional attitudes and prejudices which had contributed to
the underprivileged position of women and girls so far as education 'Has concerned"
Many representatives referred to action taken or contemplated in their countries
to improve the access of the female population to primary and secondary education.
In some cases the efforts of the Government s in that direction were support ed by
multilateral or bilateral assistance. A number of representatives pointed to
successes achieved by the literacy campaigns in their countries. Others pointed
out that national efforts to promote literacy were hampered by lack of resources:>
geographical factors, the wide dispersal of population groups, poor transport and
communications. It was generally agreed that the status of women in societ.ie6~
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in which illiteracy was still a common phenomenon, could not be raised unless
females were admitted to, and encouraged to attend, schools on a footing of
equality with males.

102. A considerable number of representatives stated that, although it was true
that in many respects women had not achieved parity with men in their countries
so far as higher education was concerned, it was no less true that the number of
female entrants into institutions of higher learning had increased in recent years
and was still rising. Several of these representatives stated that in their
countries the conditions governing admission to universities were the same for
women and for men. Many representatives reported that in their countries almost
equal numbers of women and men graduated from institutions of higher learning,
thanks to guarantees provided by the entire social policy pursued by their
Governments. Some representatives stated that in their countries a large number
of women from urban areas attended courses of higher education, but that the
enrolment of rural women in such courses was low. One representative reported
that almost half the students enrolled in his country's universities were women,
but that the drop-out rate among the female students was high. Several
representatives announced action taken or envisaged in their countries to adapt
curricula to the special needs of female students and to remove or revise sex
stereotyped textbooks. Some representatives considered that there should be a
possibility of choice between coeducational and single-sex schools.

Political participation

103. Most representatives indicated that broad national and international
objectives could not be achieved without taking account of issues affecting women
or without ensuring that women participated in the benefits of policies and
programmes.

104. Other speakers referred to the growing realization that the participation
of women in political life and in the decision-making process increased the
benefits to society as a whole, as well as to women.

105. Many delegations referred to the increase in the number of women occupying
both elective and appointive positions in governments since 1975. Several
representatives cited figures showing women's participation in different offices.
Greater acceptance of women in high government, political, labour union and other
posts was noted, as well as growing efforts by women to organize to promote their
political interests. Several speakers referred to revolutionary struggle as a
means of increasing and consolidating women's political participation.

106. Some representatives cited a drop in the number of women elected to their
countries' legislature, Which was not explained by the trends of events in those
countries, and they expressed the hope that this decline would not continue and
would if possible be reversed. Another representative pointed out that the
respect of human rights and access to full democratic participation were basic
rights of women, and that one of these rights was the right to elect and to be
elected.

107. The representatives of several countries in Africa, Asia, the Pacific and ~he
Caribbean which had attained independence recently described steps taken by thelr
Governments to enlist the support of their female population in building a new
nation. They referred to the participation of women in political and social life
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at the local and national level, gave particulars of the legislation concerning the
electoral franchise and cited examples of cases in which women had been elected to
the legislature or to local government bodies.

108. A statement was made on behalf of a group of States participating in the
Conference voicing their concern about the situation in Bolivia, the overthrow
by undemocratic methods of the administration headed by a woman President in that
country and the flouting of the democratically expressed will of the Bolivian
people.

Women in rural areas

109. Many representatives referred to the conditions under which large numbers of
women were living in the rural areas of developing countries. The situation of
these women, they said, was distressing in many respects, for they not only had to
perform arduous agricultural tasks but also had to look after their children and
carry out the household chores. A number of delegations said that in many
developing countries women were the main producers of food and cash crops but did
not own the means of production. In many of the countries in question, these
women were not integrated into the society or into the national economy but lived
in isolated regions with little or no contact with the outside world. In certain
of these countries the rural population was leaving the countryside and migrating
to the cities in search of a better life. Only too often, however, the hopes of
these migrants were frustrated by the conditions prevailing in the overcrowded
cities where thousands of others were competing for the same menial and poorly-paid
jobs. In these circumstances it was the women migrants who were most vulnerable
to exploitation and who bore the brunt of the harsh conditions of the urban
environment to Which they were unaccustomed. Several representatives described
measures taken in their countries to relieve the hardships facing those who
joined the flow of internal migration.

110. The representative of the Commission of the European Communities noted the
interest of the countries members of the Communities in the situation of migrant
women. Aside from the disadvantages under which women in general continued to
suffer, immigrant women suffered in addition from the fact that they were strangers
in the society of the host country. He reported that the Commission has undertaken
a study aimed at identifying, within the context of the phenomenon of labour
migration in modern society, solutions to the specific problems of women migrants.

Legal status and legislation

Ill. Many representatives of both developed and developing countries stated that
the principle of equality between the sexes was enshrined in national constitutional

Ise and other legislative provisions currently in force in their countries.
,d

112. Some representatives referred to new constitutions adopted in their countries
since 1975 which not only proclaimed the equality of men and women but also
contained guarantees of such equality. Several representatives stated that special
commissions had been established to give legal assistance and to monitor the
effectiveness of legislative measures designed to eliminate discrimination against

, tM women. Many speakers expressed concern over the continuing gap between the
,eir de ,jure and the de facto status of women in their countries.

i~ 113. Some delegations observed that legislative measures in themselves were

-137-



insufficient to ensure the equality of the sexes. In order to support such
legislative provisions concurrent changes were needed in the political and economic
structures.

114. Some representatives indicated that in their countries it was planned to
introduce new legislative measures to deal with cases in which the existing
legislation was inadequ~te to remOVe discrimination between the sexes. A number
of representatives stated that the review period was insufficient to assess the
results of measures currently being implemented. One delesation recommended that
periodic reviews should be undertaken to ensure that legislative provisions being
implemented were consistent with international standards.

Institutional arran~ements

115. It was generally agreed that institutional structures, both public and
private, had emerged, as means of mobilizing opinion, influencing the acceptance
of laws and policies and facilitating the implementation and monitoring progress
in the achievement of objectives.

116. Several representatives referred to the creation or reinforcement of
ministries responsible for women's affairs, national commissions, ombudsmen,
political and private organizations to promote and enforce laws and policies, for
equal rights and opportunities at the national and local level. Some of the bodies
were attached to government departments, others functioned autonomously.

117. It was agreed that strong institutional support for equality of treatment
and equality of opportunity was a necessary but not a sufficient element in the
achievement of the national and international objectives. Several speakers noted
that such bodies must have broad governmental and pUblic support if they were to
be effective.

Southern Africa

118. The representatives of a large number of Governments spoke on the involvement
of women in the struggle against apartheid.

119. The majority of speakers recognized that aEartheid was a matter of concern to
humanity as a whole. Most of the delegations expressed their sympathy with the
South African women suffering under apartheid and condemned the policy and practice
of apartheid.

120. A number of other representatives urged that a concerted campaign should be
launched to isolate the South African regime politically, economically, socially,
culturally and diplomatically. Other delegations considered that peaceful change
could best be brought about by maintaining a dialogue with the South African
authorities.

121. Many delegations recommended that measures should be taken to assist women
oppressed by apartheid.

122. A large number of delegations expressed deep concern and solidarity for the
women in Nalllibia.
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palestinian women

123. Most speakers expressed support for special measures of assistance for
palest~n~an wo~en. ~n the vi7w of some of these representatives the rights of
PalestInIans, IncludIng the rlght to set up an independent State should be
recognized •. Many repres:ntatives considered that the recognitio~ of these rights
should be wlthout prejudlce to the territorial integrity of all States in the
region. Other delegations urged that Israel should withdraw from all Arab
territories occupied in 1967. They stated that only a consistent universal

t d
· , ,

perma~en an Just solution of the Middle East crisis could provide peace and
securIty to all countries of this region. Other expressed the opinion that the
Palestine Liberation Organization should be recognized as the only legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people. They stressed that the Palestinian
people must be allowed to return to their homeland and determine their future by
themselves. A number of delegations demanded that political oppression and
economic exploitation of the Palestinian people, including women, must cease.
Many delegations condemned zionism. Other delegations called for assistance to
the Palestinian women through medical aid~ education and employment within and
outside the occupied territories.

Refu@;ees

124. Many delegations stated that the situation of the large and growing numbers
of refugees in various parts of the world was extremely distressing, both for
the displaced persons themselves and for the countries of temporary asylum and
the countries of eventual resettlement. Some delegations noted that women and
children constituted the largest proportion of refugees and were often the most
seriously affected. Some speakers emphasized that conditions should be created
which would enable refugees to return to their homelands in safety and dignity.
Other speakers proposed in-depth studies of the situation of refugees. Some
representatives demanded increased assistance to refugee women; others stated
that solidarity and humanitarian actions were needed and important, the paramount
need being to keep the refugees alive, but that it was primarily necessary for
the international community to concentrate on eliminating the causes of the
refugee situation. Representatives of countries of first asylum expressed concern
that the burden of providing assistance to refugees was extremely heavy, and
addressed an urgent appeal to the international community for aid for refugee
relief and for expediting the process of resettlement for a greater number of
refugees.

Voluntary Fund

125. Support and appreciation for the work of the Voluntary Fund for the United
Nations Decade for Women were expressed by many delegations. A number of them
announced the amounts their Governments intended to pledge to the Voluntary Fund
at the Pledging Conference for Development Activities in November 1980, at the
same time expressing their hope that other Governments would follow their :xample.
Several recipient countries commented on the usefulness of the Fund, espeCIally
in the area of rural women's progrwnmes in their respective countries, and echoed
the hope expressed by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session t~at the
activities of the Fund would be continued beyond the Decade. One delegatIon called
for higher priority for projects in the Latin American region; other delegations
expressed their appreciation for the efficiency and common sense approach of ~he

administration of the Fund. Long-term pledges were considered by one delegatlon
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a.s desirable, in that they allowed for effective planning in the allocation of
resources.

126. In accordance with the goal set by the Secretary-General of pledges amounting.
to $6 million by 1981 and $10 million before the end of the Decade, intentions
of making pledges to the Voluntary Fund in November were announced by the following
countries: United Republic of Cameroon ($6,000); Iraq ($50,000); Japan ($1 mill. ) ;
Kenya ($20,000); Kuwait ($20,000); Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ($50,000); New
Zealand ($10,000); Oman ($10,000); Pakistan ($5,000); Sweden ($200,000); Syrian
Arab Republic ($2,000); Upper Volta ($1,000). The United States of America stated
that it had deposited $1 million in May 1980.

127. Several countries announced that they would in 1980 commence or augment their
contributions to the Fund; these countries included Australia, Austria, Botswana,
Finland, Lebanon, the Netherlands and Mexico. Norway reconfirmed its pledge
of $200,000 per year until the end of the Decade, and urged other countries to
make long-term pledges.

Statements by representatives of organizations in the United Nations system

128. The Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation,
speaking in the general debate, said that the basic texts relating to the
establishment of a New International Economic Order clearly implied that, in order
to realize the development potential of the developing countries, structural
changes in the world economy must be accompanied by the full and effective
mobilization of domestic resources. It was self-evident that in this process
women, who constitute half the population, must be fully involved. Social well
being was not merely a result of but also a contribution to the development process
and the final goal of development. Perspectives were changing and must now be
fully reflected in policy formulation and implementation. He referred to some
illustrative critical areas of development in which more research, analysis and
data were required regarding issues of particular relevance to women. These
included food and agriculture, industrialization and technology. The subthemes
of the Conference - employment, education and health - reflected important
components of development which acquired special significance in relation to
women, given the fact that women remained on the periphery of the development
process. Failure to mobilize women as full and equal partners in development
would be a major c~nstraint on the efforts of the international community to move
towards a new and equitable international economic order.

129. It was in order to contribute to a fuller and more effective integration of
women in the development process that the United Nations family of organizations
had established an interagency programme on women and development under the
auspices of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. After the Conference
and the adoption of its recommendations by the General Assembly, the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination would consider the best ways and means of implementinB
those recommendations of the future Programme of Action which required system-
wide action and determine its work for the remainder of the Decade for Women.
The subsidiary machinery of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, with
the participation of the regional commissions, would ensure that the concerns
reflected in the Programme of Action received special focus in all relevant
substantive discussions.

L::lO. He added that the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs wOUld
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c;ontinue ~o prov~d: a focal point within the United Nations Secretariat for
lmplementlng actlvlties relating to women and development, particularly the
Programme for the second half of the Decade. It was the intention of the
~ecreta~y~General to ensure that all departments and units of the United Nations~

In ~artlcular the Cent~e, ~hould rethink, reorient and strengthen these long-term
probrammes an~ strateg:es In order to reflect the requirements of the Conference.
To.carry out lts functlons more effectively it was envisaged that a small liaison
unlt, should be.outposted from the Centre to United Nations Headquarters, which
vo~ld ~lso asslst the Centre in integrating the contributions of other substantive
unlts In New York to the implementation of the Programme of Action for the second
half of the Decade.

131. In conclusion he emphasized that the new Programme of Action should make a
substantive contribution to a new international development strategy that would
ensure fuller participation by all segments of society in development.

132. The Under-Secretary-General for International Economic and Social Affairs
emphasized that the problems of women's full and active participation in
development were twofold. First, it would be necessary to devise policy measures
to ensure greater responsiveness of the over-all development process to the needs
and interests of women. Second, and concurrently, ways and means would need to
be adopted for enhancing the productivity and effectiveness of women's
contribution to the total development effort. Concern should not be limited to
sectoral considerations, which may at times only result in marginal adjustments
to the existing system, but should comprehend the role of women in the development
process as a whole.

133. The Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, had, therefore,
undertaken special efforts to deal with issues relating to women in the context
of global, over-all strategies for development. It would further reorient and
strengthen its research and analysis activities and its publications in response
to the recommendations that will emanate from the Conference. He endorsed the
view expressed by Ms. Helvi Sipila, the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs, that the growing recognition of the
multisectora1 nature of the problems of women and development must be translated
into action by suitably reorienting, enlarging and strengthening the scope of
the prograrrme of work of the Branch for the Advancement of Women within the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, and also of other relevant
substantive units within the United Nations.

134. A rr.ajor responsibility of his Department was to assist the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination, the apex body for co-operation within the United
Nations system. The Department had, therefore, a crucial role to play in the
implementation of the integrated approach to women's participation in development
proposed by the draft Programme of Action, which called for greater co-ordination
of the relevant activities undertaken by the United Nations system.

135. The representatives of the secretariats of the regiona~ c~mmissions active
in the developing regions stated that since 1975 these commlsslOnS had created or
reinforced institutional arrangements, both at the intergovernmental and at the
secretariat levels, for conducting regional intergovernmental consultations a~d
promoting research and analysis concerning women and development; for sponSorlng
training activities; and for assisting in the establiShment.of ~egi~nal centres
for training and research in cases where the ~eed for such Instltutlons had been
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established by the member Governments, While many of the activities of the
regional commissions were regional or sUbregional in scope, the commissions also
contriouted to the formulation of regional positions to be taken into account in
global United Nations policies and strategies, including those relatinB to the
World Conference; accordingly, they were capable of supporting the implementation
of the Programme of Action at the regional level, Some of these representatives
added that extrabudgetary contributions) including the support received from the
Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women, had greatly facilitated the activities of
the commissions for specific projects or purposes, However, a sustained effort to
promote the integration of women in development within the framework of the
respective work programmes could only be made on the basis of ade~uate financial
support from the regular budget of the United Nations,

136, The Executive Director of UNICEF said that, being committed to improving the
lives of children, UNICEF was naturally committed to improving the lives of women.
Assistance to women in their roles as mothers was, he noted, non-controversial.
However, social advances of the past generation - the extension of health and
education services to hitherto deprived social groups - had occurred at a time
when the process of modernization had discriminated a~ainst women and left many
of them poorer than before, Poverty, limited earnin~ capacity, lack of employment
and of access to education were indicators of the likelihood that social conditions
would not improve until women shared in the fruits of development, He added that
planners and policy-makers were beginning to recognize women's productive role,
out needed to take it more fully into account in plans and policies, UNICEF was
co-operating with developing countries in dealing with the problems arising in the
development process that were of particular concern to women and children,
especially those living in rural areas and in marginal urban communities,

137, The Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) said that
at the mid-point of the Decade no one could be satisfied with the performance as
measured against the World Plan of Action) and UNDP certainly had no sense of
complacency, Guidelines and training materials on programming for women had oeen
issued to UNDP staff world-wide, and special advocates of women's interests had
been designated in each of the regional programme bureaux which were supporting a
variety of national and regional projects, Under a new agreement, UNDP's support
for the innovative Voluntary Fund would be increased and UNDP would become
responsible for administering Fund projects at the country level. In terms of
staff) 50 per cent of professionals recruited in 1979 were women; since 1975 UNDP
had doubled the proportion of women in professional posts on its staff, UNDP's
major contribution to the Conference was a report calling for reliable information
about the real functions of women in rural development, and for their access to
training, technology, rural industry, water and sanitation, and credit, Although
women were essential to the operation of the world economy~ their inputs were all
too frequently taken for granted and they were at the mercy of, yet had little
influence over, the gyrations of the existing international economic order,

138, He considered that certain terms, like the:contribution l' , "participation::,
"involvement:! and "integration it of women in development were undesirable, for they
were not currently used in relation to men. It was time to sharpen the lansuage
and intensify the struggle against the most pervasive of all forms of colonialism j

for humanity was denying itself the intelligence, experience, sensitivity and
vision of half of its members) in decision~mal~ing~ negotiation, planning and
practical action,
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139. The representative of the World Food Programme stated that the Programme's
assistance was provided exclusively on a project basis~ the projects being executed
by Governments of recipient countries themselves. The Programme consulted and
co·"operated with specialized agencies and with other international and
non-governmental organizations. t'li th a strong rural development bias, and being
concentrated on the poorest and most vulnerable population groups~ ~~P-supported

projects should have a favourable impact on women. Moreover, the assistance of
the Programme could support innovative projects for the advancement of women for
which more conventional forms of financial assistance were not provided. 'fith the
Programme's help) national, re~ional and local authorities could assume increased
responsibility for measures for the advancement of women. He referred to a
background paper prepared for the Conference on ('The contribution of the rTorld
Food ProGramme to the United Nations Decade for Homen': (A/CONF.94/BP5) which
described what could be done for women not as passive receivers of food aid, but as
active participants in the design and implementation of projects assisted by the
Prosramme. The Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes - the governinc body
of TWP - had given general endorsement to the recomlllendations contained in the
paper, which would be used as a manual for Programme staff and would also be
made available to officials of Governments and co-operating aid organizations
involved in projects for the benefit of women.

140. The representative of the International 1abour Organisation stated that women
were permanently working, but not permanently employed in the work force. Most
recent calculations based on 110 and United Nations data showed that they received
less than la per cent of world income; their income was so low that most women had
no margin for savings, and hence minimal ownership of assets. The 110 instruments
directly relevant to women workers incorporated provisions to improve their status
in society, and related to some important areas, such as equality of remuneration,
underground work~ night work and~ in the case of a new instrument currently under
discussion, vmrkers with family responsibility. This proposed Convention and
Recommendation, when adopted, would influence national trends and policies at the
level of the social infrastructure and working conditions, and would facilitate
women's entry and re-entry into the work force. Further, because of the importance
of analysing the economic and social contribution of women in society~ the 110 vas
planning to carry out~ inter alia~ studies which would provide an insight into the
concept of discrimination aGainst women in the labour market and the workplace,
during the second half of the Decade for Homen.

141. The representative of FAO stated that by the year 2000 about 96 per cent
on of the world's ar;ricultural labour force would be in developing countries) with

women accounting for a large share of this labour force. FAO recognized the
.h existinG and potential role of women in agricultural and rural development. The
1 1979 World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development had emphasized the

need for increasing women's participation in rural organizations~ fo~ reducing
inequalities in the distribution of productive assets and for increasing resources
more commensurate with problems of the rural poor. The Programme of Action adopted
by that Conference complemented the draft programme of the Copenhagen Conference

.ey as far as rural women were concerned. Rural women were also target groups in a
broad range of FAO action programmes relating to agriculture, forestry and

m, fisheries 3 as well as home economics and population education. In carrying out
these programmes FAO collaborated with the Governments of Member States and also
with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and non-Governmental
orr,anizations.
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142. The Director-General of UNESCO? referrinB to the historical and cultural
context of the relationship between men and women~ said that men - even those
advocating the equality of the sexes - tended to see an intrinsic difference
between the aptitudes and capacities of women and those of men. For that matter,
even many women had become so accustomed to the place assigned to them in what
was still largely a man's world that they were apprehensive of any radical change.
Accordingly~ he considered that a profound transformation of received ideas would
alone be capable of opening up the possibility for humanity to attain the ideals
of liberty, justice? peace and happiness. For that purpose~ the international
community would have to mal{e a determined effort to ';demasculinize" the very
concepts of universal knowledge and to adopt a scientific approach to the barriers
that still obstructed the common understanding of men and women of the lUlity of
the human species.

143. The representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) stated that health
was an integral and essential part of development. Governments were committed to
aChieving the goal of tithe attainment by all citizens of the world by the year 2000
of a level of health that will permit them to lead a socially and economically
productive life:!. Primary health care was the l{ey to attaining this goal and had
direct implication for development and for the improvement of the status of women.
Its principles and content were relevant to the goals and priorities of the United
Nations Decade for Women. Women and women's organizations must play major roles
in the planning and implementation of primary health care at the family~ community
and national levels. The health needs and problems specific to women must be met~

particularly those related to the synergistic conditions of malnutrition~

infections and the consequences of unregulated fertility. Emphasis should
accordingly be placed on preventive health measures, for example, maternal and child
health, family planning, nutrition and health education. Intersectoral approaches
were required to support women in and to give value to their reproductive role,
especially as regards care and nutrition during pregnancy and childbirth; women
should be given the means to regulate their own fertility; and women should be
enabled to breastfeed their children and have adequate time and resources for child
care.

144. The representative of the Horld Bank stated that the Banl{' s loans were being
granted increasingly for the purpose of relievin6 poverty in developing countries,
and as a consequence the Bank was giving greater attention to the concerns of women,
not in isolation but as an integral aspect of the design and implementation or
Bank-financed projects. The Bank's adviser on the role of women in development
examined project proposals in order to ensure that women1s problems were taken
into account, that there were opportunities for women to benefit and that
consequences which may be detrimental to women were avoided or eliminated. The
Bank had also been making special efforts to increase the number of women in
hieher-level positions on its staff. Bank-financed projects helped to create
employment opportunities for women, to improve their productivity and increase
their incGn~,c; and to benefit family welfare. Other proj ects were designed to
develop human resources~ provide better education and improve health and nutrition.
The Bank's policy and practice emphasized the links and complementarities among
the facets of development. The education of girls, for example, not only offered
opportunities for their employment, but had beneficial effects on fertility,
child health and nutritional practices.
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145. The representative of UNIDO stated that the activities of her organization
had an indirect but important influence on employment, health and education 0 She
dre.T attention to a resolution on ';I·V'omen and industrialization l1 adopted by the
Third General Conference of UNIDO in February 1980? which recognized that the
integration and participation of women at all levels of the industrializat ion
process were prerequisites for balanced and equitable development. In order to
attain their industrialization goals 9 the developing countries would have to ut ilize
to the fullest extent their htmlan resources, of which women constituted about
half. Particular attention should thus be given to conducting surveys of skill
demand and availability, and to identifyine; training needs and Government s should
emphasize comprehensive training development policies and introduce structural
adjustments for the integration of women in development. At the same time ')
decisions relating to industrialization strateeies and policies should take into
consideration how industrialization affected women and how it meets women vs needs.
UNIDO 1'TaS carrying out some studies to assist Governments in this respect. As
far as the problems of rural women were concerned, most, if not all act i vitie s of'
UNIDO had a bearing on rural development and the satisfaction of basic needs of
the populations in developing countries. 1'lhile UNIDO had the structure and
capacity to influence the integration of women 9 the extent to vThich it could assist
vrould ultimately depend on the attitudes and priorities in each country.

146. The representative of the United Nations Environment Programme stated that
UNEP vTaS concerned with the protection and improvement of the physical environment.
Accordingly, its activities included those relatinr, to the provision of' a
sufficient supply of safe domestic water in areas where this was lacking or where
water was carried laboriously over long distances, usually by women. It would lJe
a noble initiative of the Conference to recommend measures that would ensure:)
especially at the country level o an adequate supply of safe water for women in
rural communities in developing countries.
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Chapter V

REPORTS OF SUESIDIARY BODIES AND ACTION TAKEN ON
THESE REPORTS BY THE CONFERENCE

A. Report of the First Committee

F

151. P
group
her if;

1. Organization of Ivork

147. The Conference at its 1st plenary meeting, on 14 July 1980, allocated the
following items to the First Committee:

152, P
r,roup~

arnendn:
foUo"

Item 7 (a): Effects of a-partheid on l"lOmen in southern Africa: review of
the situation;

A

Item 8 (a): RevielT and evaluation of the progress made and obstacles
encountered in attaining the objectives of the United Fations Decade for Homen:
Equality, Development and Peace, at the national, regional and international
levels, from 1975 to 1980, in keeping "Tith the Horld Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Homen's Year: Review and
evaluation of progress made and obstacles encountered at the national level in
attaining the minimum obj ectives set forth in paragraph 46 of the Horld Plan of
Action;

Item 9 (a): Programme of Action for the second half of the United Na.tions
Decade for Homen: Equality, Development and Peace, 1981 to 1985, designed to
implement tIle Horld Plan of Action: national targets and strategies for women's
integration and nart icipation in economic and social development, lvith special
emphasis on the subtheme "Enrployment, Health and Education": (i) Planning and
Monitoring; (ii) National machineries;

Item 10 (a): Effects of Israeli occupation on Palestinian women insid_e and
out side the occupied t erritories : A revi ew of the social and economic needs of the
Palestinian women.

148. The Committee considered these items at meetings held from
15 to 29 July 1980. !-I

149. The Committee's Presiding Officer was Mrs. Maimouna Kane (Senegal) i-rho l·ras
elected by acclamation at the 1st plenary meeting of the Conference on
14 July 1980.

150. At its 1st meeting, on 15 July 1980, the Committee elected the following

officers:
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j
___________-1~46-_........J..

11 For its consideration of the items the Committee had 'before it the
docume-nts mentioned in the relevant sections of the annotations to the
provisional agenda (A/CONF. 91.~/l) 0 which also refers to a number of background

documents.



Deputy Presidin~ Officers: Mrs. Rafidah Aziz (Malaysia)
Mrs. Leonidas Paez de Virgili (Paraguay)
Mrs. Maria Groza (Romania)

I
11
if;

l
I

Rapporteur: Mrs. M. Van Hemeldonck (Belgium)

151. At its 1st meeting on 15 July the Committee decided to request each regional
p,roup to designate two persons to serve as "friends of the Rapporteur'! to assist
her in her work.

152. At its 2nd meetinr" on 16 July, the Committee decided to establish a drafting
group, consisting of two representatives from each rep,ional groupo to consider
amendments proposed to the draft Programme of Action. The membership was as
follow·8 :

African States: Ms. Farkhonda Hassan (Egypt)
Ms. Rokiatousow (Mali)

Asian States: Ms. Ginko Sato (Japan)
Ms. Dharma Wanita Ghandi (Indonesia)

2. Consideration of Part Two of the Draft_~ogrnrr~e.ofAction

154. The Committee recommended to the Conference for adoption the text of Part Two,
chapter III of the draft Programme of Action, as amended in the course of the
Committee's deliberations ~/ (for action by the Conference see para. 194 below).

153. In connexion with its consideration of item 9 (a) (draft Programme of Action) ,
the Committee decided to deal with the relevant part of the draft Progr~me

(Part Two) paragraph by paragraph and at the same time with amendments proposed to
these paragraphs. In addition to written amendments, other amendments were
proposed orally. The proposed amendments were considered also in a working group
composed of the friends of the Rapporteur and the drafting group. The Horking
Group was chaired by the Rapporteur.

Ms. Shirley Field-Ridley (Guyana)
Ms. Ruby Betancourt (Mexico)

Mr. Jaroslav Havelka (Czechoslovakia)
Ms. Aleksandra BirYUkova (USSR)

Ms. Gabriele Holzer (Austria)
Ms. Jacqueline Abitboul (France)

Eastern European States:

Latin American States:

H'estern European and
other States:

155. It was agreed that the Committee should consider the items allocated to i~

without a general debate. It was further agreed that items 8 (a) and 9 (a) would
be discussed concurrently.

~/ The text of Part Two, chapter III of the draft Programme of Action for the
second half of the United Nations Decade for Women, as recommended by the First
Committee to the Conference fer adoption,was set out in annex I to the Corrmitt~e's

report (A/CONF.94/L.21 and L.2l/Add.4).
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156. The representative of the Secretary-General of the Conference, in :i.ntrodur>; ne
document A/CONF.94/30 submitted under item 8 (a)" noted that it was the basic
document for this item. Documents A/CONF.94/8/Rev.l, A/CONF.94/9 and A/CONF.94/l0
related, respectively~ to employment? health and education? the subthemes of the
Conference.

S~a!y of the debate in the First Comm_ittee

157. The essence of the discussion on the basic themes which emer~ed is reflected
in the passages which follow.

158. A majority of d~leeations expressed concern about the frequently ne~ative

impact of technological advances on women's employment opportunities and living
conditions. It was noted that in developed market economies and in developing
cOtmtries women workers in unskilled or semi-skilled jobs were amon~ the first
victims of laoour-savinr, technology.

159. It was stressed that, to ensure that benefits of technolo~ical advance became
accessible to women, women must make a substantial input into technolor;ical desip.:n,
choice and control.

160. It was also stated that in both developing and developed countries new
technolosies had too often been introduced without sufficiently careful
consideration of their fUll impact on women. This had therefore also sometimes
resulted in the displacement of women from their existing occupations. The
introduction of such technology should include built-in arranr,ements for traininr
women in its use and for their full participation in the new employment
opportunities which were thereby made available.

161. 1'lith respect to employment in developinr, countries? a larp:e number of
delef,ations said that the great majority of women worked in the informal,
unorganized sector. Thlployment in this sector needed to be covered by legislative
and other measures, in order to ensure the protection of women workers, incluoin~

improvement in their working conditions J higher wages and increased economic
returns.

162. In many developing countries 0 self·-employment accounted and would continue to
account for a large percentap,e of women's participation in the labour force.
However, as several deler;ations noted, women lacked access to the necessary
information and training. They also experienced difficulty in obtaininf, credit.
Measures to provide this information and training and to provide access to tllese
facilities would oe an important factor in increasins women's participation in
economic activity.

163. All delegations which spoke on this point agreed on the overriding need to
increase women's participation in decision making, especially in those areas which
were of central importance to the planninp:; and p:;overninr-: of their societies.
Often important decisions were made in bodies other than popularly elected ones 
such as public councils" boards and committees .... and in these the proportion of
'1omen members was too often even lower than in elected bodies.

l<SJ·~. Some delegations referred to the role of educated women or women in
jnf'luential positions. Future efforts to organize and mobilize women should
j lLcluc1e stratep;ies which would make the most effective use of these vah!abl\~ human
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resource::>. Governments should recognize the importance of these groups. Homen' s
organizations should consider strategies for the best use of their talents and
capacities towards the promotion of women in high-level network decision-making
positions.

165. There was unanimous agreement on the essential role which education playen in
the advancement of women, and the urgent need to promote female literacy which
still lagged behind, particularly in the developing countries. There wa~ also a
need to abolish existing differentials in the over-all educational attainment
rates of boys and girls.

166. Some delegations referred to the importance of educating women to make them
aware of existing legislative and other provisions concerning their rights and
duties.

167. A number of delegations referred to the important role of the media in
accurately depicting women in present-day society and thereby helping to change the
\Tay women are vielfed in society.

168. The need to change social attitudes was addressed by many delegations.
Social, cultural and ideological, as well as economic factors played a significant
part in determining the status of "\lomen. Delegations agreed on the importance of
comprehensive and integrated programmes for the advancement of women, especially
in developing countries.

169. There was a broad measure of agreement on the need to redefine the roles of
women and men in relation to their societies, and more especially in the family.
~~men and men must learn how to share responsibility for their families. Such
a redefinition of roles would require not only changes in the attitudes of the
individuals and the societies but also structural changes at every level and,
most especially, at the family level.

170. Some delegations stressed the need to give higher priority to peace, as one of
the aims of the Decade. Peace was a precondition for real equality and development.
It was suggested that both educational systems and the mass media should be more
involved in the positive promotion of peace. The media should be urged to stop
the glorification of "might and pO"ler tl

• There should be programmes of education
for peace and the respect of human rights at every level, beginning "rith the
primary schools and going on to the universities.

171. A number of representatives stated that the descriptive list of national
machineries (A/CONF.94/n/Add.ll) vas incomplete. The representative of Japan
regretted that paragraph 127 of the report on Employment (A/CONF.94/8/Rev.l) did
not reflect accurately the current debate in Japan concerning labour legislation.

3. Effects of apartheid on women In southern Africa: Revie1.f
of the situation

172. In the First Committee's deliberations on agenda item 7 (a): Effects of
apartheid on women in southern Africa: Review of the situation, f~ve major them:s
emerged from delegations' statements. The first was the condem~atlon of ~~A
and the affirmation of solidarity with the liberation struggle In general, and
southern African women in particular. 'rhe second was the identification of the
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s~ecific nature of oppression suffered by black southern African women as a result
of apartheid. The third was recognition of the contribution of the liberation
movements to the struggle. The fourth "HaS condemnation of the international links
with and support of the RepulJlic of South Africa, and the fifth and last I-TaS the
need for a new a~proach in international assistance.

174. Referring to the documents before them, many delegations described different
aspects of the situation of the black "lmmen in southern Africa. Reference was made
to the detrimental implications for women of the migrant labour system, pass laws,
mass population removals and the relegation of wives and children to the hcmelands

J

which together had contributed to the break-up of many families.
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173. Delegations unanimously condemned the apartheid policy of the Republic of
South Africa. They reaffirmed their solidarity with the struggle a~ainst apartheid
and racism and many welcomed the newly independent State of Zimbabwe as a
participant for the first time in a United Nations Conference. The oppressive
effects of apartheid on all black men, women and children were generally recognized,
and it 'I,ras agreed that the black women of southern Africa l.,rere one of the most
o~pressed groups. Many dele~ations emphasized that the time had come to take
concrete and practical measures to alleviate the plight of these women. The hope
was expressed that the Conference would succeed where others had failed by agreeing ~
on significant measures of assistance for black women in southern Africa.

175. All delegations who spoke on this item expressed their admiration for the
courage of the black women of southern Africa in their struggle for fundamental
rights. The Special Committee against Apartheid. made special mention of the
outstanding leadership of women in the trade union movement and in the struggle for
national liberation, and assured the Committee that it "I-lOuld do all in its ]:lover
to promote the implementation of the Conference's recommendations on assistance to
the women of South Africa.

176. Many delegations commended the contribution and leadership of the southern
African liberation movements. The observers for the African National Congress
(A}TC), the Pan African Congress (PAC) and the South West Africa People's
Organization (SWAPO) made statements in the Committee. The ANC referred to the
important role played by women, alongsid.e men, in the liberation movement; through
this participation in the struggle for national liberation, equality with men Has
being forged. The _~JC stressed, however, that this equality could not be achieved
except in a favourable socio-political and economic environment. In South Africa
the denial of equal rights to black women IvaS inherent in the policy of apartheid.
The PAC described its role in the struggle against apartheid and emphasized the
importance of measures of assistance. SHAPO drel-! attention to the deteriorating
situation of "Tomen in Namibia and made an appeal for special measures aimed at the
elimination of racism.

177. Deploring the continuing economic, political, cultural - includinf, sport - and
military links maintained by many countries with the Republic of South Africa in
breach of numerous resolutions adopted by United Nations bodies and in defiance of a
broad current of international opinion, many delegations stressed that these linlcs
were a major prop for the racist regime. They urged Governments to sever such
links. In this regard, the policies of' some NATO countries, as "I.rell as Israel, "Tere
severely criticized by a number of delegations. In response, the representative of
Israel strongly denied a claim that it has military relations with the Republic of
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South ~frica. The representative of Luxembourg, speaking on behalf of the European
Commu~lty, ~ointed out that its member States strictly applied the Security Council
sanctlons wlth regard to South Africa and had adonted a code of conduct for their
economic activities in South Africa. The represe~tative of the Federal Republic of
Germany considered that the severance of relations vith the Republic of South Africa
was not the best method of fighting apartheid; dialogue represented a more effective
approach. t1any delegations expressed grave concern at the increasing militarization
of the Republic of South Africa, which they asserted posed a threat to international
peace and security. In this regard, they noted South Africa's recent steps in
developing nuclear weapons, and its repeated military aggression against the
front-line States, especially Angola.

178. Although the agenda subitem concerning special measures for assistance to
women in southern Africa was not before the Committee, 11 many delegations stressed
the importance of such assistance and addressed the issue in general terms. One
delegation, supported by a number of others, observed that hitherto international
efforts to eradicate apartheid had proved inadequate and that there ,.,.as an urgent
need to adopt new and innovative measures if efforts were to succeed. Specifically,
the focus of international assistance and attention needed to be redirected to the
front-line States supporting the liberation struggle. The economic hardship faced
by th~se countries due to the large influx of refugees from southern Africa, and the
destruction caused by South Africa's military aggression, had seriously compromised
their development and had limited their ability to continue supporting the
liberation struggle.
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179. It was proposed that a new approach was needed in the provision of
international assistance for the education and training of black South Africans,
especially the black women. For such education and training to be of relevance to
the needs and reality of southern Africa, it needed to be provided in developing,
rather than developed countries. In this regard, international assistance in this
area needed to be directed at those developing countries Which had demonstrated
their willingness and ability to provide such education and training.

180. Referring to the issue of measures o~ assistance, one delegation noted that
it was important to ensure that women as well as men benefited from the assistance
given by United Nations bodies in support o~ the struggle against apartheid in
southern Africa. In the past, this had seldom been the case.
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4. Effects of Israeli occupation on Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied territories: A revievr of the social and
economic needs of Palestinian v~men

181. In the course of the First Committee's discussion of item 10 (a), the majority
of delegations stressed that the social and economic needs of Palestinian women
could not be discussed in isolation, but only within the vider context of the
struggle of the Palestinian people for self-determination. They ~ffirmed tha~ a
political settlement in the Middle East was a precondition of an ~mprovement ln
the situation of Palestinian women and that such a settlement could only be
achieved Hith the full realization of the rights of the Palestinian "!Jeople under

1/ A~enda item 7 (b) was considered ~n the Second Committee.
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the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization. These delegations
condemned Israel's policies towards the Palestinian people and expressed their
solidarity with the Palestinians, in the occupied territories and elsewhere, in
their struggle for political independence. In this context, many delegations
condemned the United States for its support of Israel and criticized the Camp David
agreements which they rejected as a denial of the legitimate rights of the
Palestinians. A number of delegations drew attention to the similarities of the
pOlicies of the Governments of Israel and South Africa.

182. The representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) said it was
idle to discuss the rights of Palestinian 1wmen while the entire Palestinian
people was denied ba.sic human rights, and stated that the struggle of Palestinian
women for their ovm liberation was inextricably linked with the struggle for the
liberation of their homeland. She described the detrimental effects of Israeli
occupation on Palestinian women: the break-up of thousands of families; murder,
imprisonment and torture; confiscation of land; and discrimination in employment,
health care and education.

183. The representative of the League of Arab States transmitted an appeal from
Palestinian women in the occupied territories for an understanding of their cause
and for assistance in their struggle to regain their territory so that they might
play their full part in economic and social development.

184. The representative of Israel vigorously rejected these charges, particularly
those of the PLO, describing them as an attempt to divert the attention of the
Conference from its main objective and introduce a political dehate that belonged
in other forums. In the view of the delegation of Israel, document A/CONF.94/2l
was malicious, tendentious and inaccurate. She stated that zionism was the
national liberation movement of the Jewish people and that the land of Israel
was the root of their culture. ID denying the charges of Israeli maltreatment of
Palestinian women, she referred to the considerable improvements in aspects of
their social, economic and cultural life in recent years. Israel hoped that all
women would call for peace and co-operation in the Mindle East.

185. The delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic recalled that a number of' Arab
delegations had referred to the effects of the Israeli occupation on Palestinian
w"Omen inside and outside the occupied territory and had criticized the methods of
the racist entity and the Camp David accords, the principles of which were ir.tended
to liquidate the Palestinian cause. They had refuted the claims put for'olard by the
representative of the racist entity and exposed the violations being committed
against the Palestinian people in general and Palestinian women in particUlar
inside and outside the other occupied Arab territories and in South Lebanon and the
expansionist policy being implemented through the establishment of settlements,
thereby confirming that zionism was not a national liberation movement, as claimed
by the representative of the racist entity, but rather a movement that was racist
in both its structure and its practices.

186. The representative of the United. States reiterated the view that the complex
problems of the Middle Fast could be discussed more productively in other United
Nations forums, particularly in the current special session of the General
Assembly, but expressed willingness to discuss the problems of Palestinian women
in a spirit of compassion and understanding. The United States supported Israel'S
vie10l that the documentation was distorted and inappropriate and Israel's right
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to respond to the unfair, exaggerated charges levelled against it, In response
to criticism of the Camp David agreements, the United States characterized them
as a step towards peace and towards a just settlement of the conflict for both
the people of Israel and the Palestinian people.

187. Other delegations expressed sympathy for the plight of Palestinian women
and said their countries were willing to extend specific assistance to them through
the appropriate channels. In this context, reference vTas made to the important
role of UNRWA. These delegations believed, however, that it 1.as necessa;y to
separate the political and humanitarian aspects of the problem if effective
humanitarian assistance was to be eiven to Palestinian women. The Conference
should not enter into a confrontational and divisive political debate t but should
rather concentrate on practical measures of assistance on which agreement was
possible. They also expressed strong reservations on document A/CONF.94/21.

188. In making a reply the representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization
stated that improvements in the status of Arab 1vomen in the occupied territories
I'Tere not a substitute for self-determination. That view Has supported by other
delegations. In exercising its right of reply, Israel reiterated that it had not
sought to minimize the political problems inherent in the conflict or to present
improvements in life-style in lieu of a solution to these problems, but rather
to concentrate on issues of concern to I'Tomen.

5. Considerat ion of draft resolutions by the First Committee

190. At meetings held from 25 to 29 July, the First Committee considered draft
resolutions as follows:

Reservations to the draft resolut ion were made by the representatives of Brs,zil,
Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, the Holy See, Romania, Colombia and Paraguay.

189. Responding to accusations of collusion and treason for its country's role
in the Camp David agreements, the representative of Egypt stated that the
position of Egypt on the right of the Palestinians to self-determination and
independence .ras clear and that Egypt would continue to sa.feguard the rights of
the Palestinians, despite unjustified criticism. A number of other delegations
reiterated their earlier statements in the exercise of the right of reply.

Draft resolution A/CONF.94/C.l/L.18, concerning family planning,
sponsored by Bangladesh, Barbados, Fiji, Ghana. Indon~sia., Kenya,
Hexico, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Rwand~, Sn Lanka, Sudan,
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Yemen, Zaire and. Zambla, vTas adopted, as
orally amended and revised (for action by the Conference see para. 195
below) •

Draft resolution A/CONF.94/C.l/L.4 concerning the technical training of
women, sponsored by Ecuador, was withdra.m and became part of the
draft Programme of Action.

(i)

(ii )
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(iii) Draft resolution A/CONF.94/c.l/L.20, entitled "Improving the situation
of disabled women ot' all ages 11 sponsored by ~rgentina. Au~tralia, .
Austria, Barbados, Belgium, Botswana, Burundl, Canada, Chl1e, Colombla,
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Democratic Kampuchea, Dominican Republic, ~cuador, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Federal Republic of Germany~ France, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Indonesia,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya., Lebanon, Lesotho,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay,
Portup,;al, Ruanda, Sri Lanka~ SW8ziland, S'I!cden, SHitzerland, Tunisia,
Uganda, United States of America, Uruguay, Upper Volta, Venezuela ann
Yur,oslavia 'Ivas adopted as orally 8ffiended and revised (for action by the
Conference see para. 195 be101r).

A statement on the draft resolution was made by the representative of France.

( viii)

(ix)

(iv) Draft resolution A/CONF.94/c.l/L.21 entitled "Migrant women", sponsored
by Algeria, Barbados~ Ecuador, Greece, Holy See, Honduras, Italy,
1esotho, [\1exico~ Portugal~ Senee;al, Spain, fh"eden, Turl:ey and Yugoslavia
,-ras adopted as orally revised and amended (for action by the Conference
see para. 195 below).

Beservations to the draft resolution ,-rere made by the representatives of Bhutan,
Austria, Switzerland~ France, Denmark, Belgium, Ivory Coast, Federal Republic of
Cermany, ,Tap an , Ghana, ffalaysia, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, lmited States of America, Venezuela and Kuwait.

(v) Draft resolution A/CONF.94/c.l/L.23 entitled "Elderly women and
economic security", sponsored by the Dominican Republic, Federal Republic
of Germany, Guatemala, Holy See, Honduras, Ireland, Japan, Lesotho,
Snain, Trinidad and Tobago and the United States of America 'las adopted
as orally amended and revised (for action by the Conference see para. 195
belmr ) •

Reservations to the draft resolution Here formulated by the representatives of
Brazil and Iran (w·ith respect to the nhrase "due to longer life expectancy" in the
first preambular paragraph).

(vi) Draft resolution A/CONF.9l~/C.l/L.24 entitled "Battered women ano violence
in the family", sponsored by Australia, Austria, Barbados, Belgium,
Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Israel, Kenya, JJesotho, the Netherlands, Ne'-T Zealand, Horway,
Portue::al, Sri Lanka, Spain, S,-reden, Switzerland, the United States of
America and Zaire 'i'as adopted as orally revised (for action by the
Conference see ~ara. 195 below).

Reservations to the draft resolution ."rere ma(le by the renresentativee of the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
Czechoslovakia.

(vii) Draft resolution A/COlIJF. 94/c.l/1.22 entitled ffNecessity of fuller
information on national machinery and legislation, sponsored by Bulgaria,
'\Vas merr;ed with draft resolution A/CONF. 94/c.l/L. 31 and subsequently
vithdra'lffi. Draft resolution A/COFEi' .94/c.l/L. 31 entitled "Review and
evaluation of progress made in the implementation of the Horld Plan
of Action at the national level", sponsored by Bulr:aria, Finland and
Svreden ,"as adopted as orally amended (for action hy the Conference see
para. 196 belmr).
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DJ::'aft resolution A/COJ\"!F. 9h/c.l/L. 26 entitled I1vlomen and discrimination
based on race" sponsored by the United States of America was 'olithdrawn.
lJnder rule 27 of the rules of procedure the delegation of Angola
reintroduced this draft resolution, and accepted the amendme~ta proposell
earlier to A/CONF.94/C.l/L.26 by other delegations' the draf't resolution. ,
was l.ssued as document A/CONF.94/c.l/L.35 (see subpara. xiii belov).

Cix)

(viii )

Draft resolution entitled "Special measures in favour of' younG
women" (A/CONF.94/c.l/L.29), sponsored by Algeria, Cuba, Ecuador, Gambia,
Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Lesotho, Malaysia, r1:exico~
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Spain, Venezuela and Zambia was adopted, as orally
revised (for act ion by the Conference see para. 196 below).

A reservation to the draft resolution ,,,as formulated by the representative of
the Nether1ands.
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Cx) Draft resolution entitled f'Convention on the Elimination of all Forms
ot' Discrimination against Women" (A/CONF. 94/c.1/L.32), sponsored by
1\lgeria, Barbados, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Colombia, Cuba,
Czechoslovaldo., Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, German Derr..ocratic
Republic, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, Jamaica, Laos, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Madagascar, Mongolia, Mozambique, Philippines, Poland, Rwanda,
Sri Lanka, United Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Soviet Socialist Republics, Viet Nam and Zambia,
vTas adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference see
para. 196 below).

$ of
fl :in He

Res er-vat ions 'fere made by the representatives of Chile, Belgium, the Federal
Republic of' Germany (with respect to the third preambularparagraph), Haiti,
Iran" Morocco, Spain, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
and the United States of America (with respect to the third preambular paragraph).
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Cxi ) Draft resolution entitled "Homen living in conditions of extreme
poverty" (A/CONF.94/Col/L.27), sponsored by the United Republic of
Cameroon, France, Gabon, Lebanon, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Yugoslavia and
Zaire was adopted as orally revised and amended (for action by the
Conference see para. 196 below).

he Reserva.tions ,rere made by A1geria~ Australia (Hith respect to the second preambular
paragraph) and Austria. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany reserved
its :Dosition with respect to operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolution.

Reservati-ons were made on the draft resolution by the representatives of Australia
(with respect to operative para. 2), Belgium, Nepal and Svritzerland.
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(:Xii) Draft resolutions A/CONF.94/C.l/L.19) L.25 and L.28 were combined into
one draft resolution, A/CONF. 94/c.l/L.34, entitled "Promotion of
equality in education and training", sponsored by Austria, Barbados,
United Republic of Cameroon, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt ~

France, Gabon, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Lebanon, Mexico, Hozambique,
Philippines, Romania, Spain, Turl{ey, Venezuela) Zaire and Zambia, "TaS

adopted as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 196
beloVT) .
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(xiii) Draft resolution A/CONF.94/c .l/L. 35, entitled ~;Women and discrimination
based on race", sponsored by Algeria, Angola, Barbados, Cape Verde, Congo,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Guyana, Iran,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,
Mozambique, Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, and
United nepublic of Tanzania. The representative of the United States of
America introduced orally two amendments to the draft resolution calling
for the deletion of the last preambular paragraph and the first operative
paragraph. The Committee rejected these amendments by a roll-call vote
of 46 to 42, with 12 abstentions. The result of the voting waS as
follows:

Al

In favour:

~gainst:

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Luxembourg, Malawi, Mali,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal,
Senegal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Togo, United Kingdom, United
Republic of Cameroon, United States of America, Upper Volta.

Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde. Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic
Yemen, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Grenada, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, India, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Nigeria, Oman, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Qatar,
Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Zambia.

(

Subseq
favour

191. T
chapte
Nation
(A/COrYi
Confer
report

Abstaining: Barbados, Bhutan, China, Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, Philippines,
Suriname, Thailand, Turkey, Venezuela, Zaire.

Subsequently the delegation of Jamaica stated that, had it been present at the time
of the vote, it would have voted against the oral amendments proposed by the United
States of America.

A further proposal made by the United Republic of Cameroon, to insert a new
operative paragraph 2 was adopted.

192. J
Commit
Add.l·
Part ~

and e:

193. ,
actio:

The Committee then adopted the draft resolution as a whole, as amended, by a roll
call vote of 66 to 5, with 39 abstentions. The result of the voting was as
follm-rs:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin,
Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cape Verde, China, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic
People's RepUblic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt~ Ethiopia,
German Democratic RepUblic, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana~ Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lac
People i s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mone:alia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria~ Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Qatar, Romania;
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Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, SUdan, Suriname~ Syrian Arab
Republic, Tunisia, Turkey, illcrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia. Zamoia.

Against: Germany, Federal RepUblic of, Israel, Lesotho, United Kingdom,
United States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica~

Denmark, Ecuador, Fiji, Finland, France, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala,
Haiti, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kenya. LuxemDourg, Malawi,
Malaysia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Paraeuay. Peru.
Philippines~ Portugal, Spain, SW8ziland, Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, Upper Volta, Zaire.

(For action by the Conference see para. 1990elow.)

SUDsequently, the Delegation of Lesotho stated that it had intended to vote in
favour of the draft resolut ion as a whole.

6. Recommendations of the First Committee

191. The First Committee recommended to the Conference the adoption of Part Two,
chapter III of the draft Programme of Action for the second half of the United
Nations Decade for Women> as set out in annex I to the Committee 1 s report
(A/CONF.94/t.21 and Add.4). In addition, the Committee recommended to the
Conference the adoption of draft resolutions I to XI as set out in annex 11 to its
report (A/CONF.94/L.2l/Add.l, 2, 3, 3A and 3B).

7. Action taken in plenary on the report of the First Committee

192. At the 20th plenary meeting on 30 July 1980 the Rapporteur of the First
Committee introduced the Committee's report (A/CONF.94/t.21 and Corr.l and 2 and
Add.1-4), in which the Committee recommended to the Conference the adoption of
Part Two, chapter III of the draft Programme of Action, as revised by the Committee,
and eleven draft resolutions (Nos. I to XI).

193. At its 20th and 21st plenary meetings on 30 July 1980 the Conference took
action on the recommendations of the First Cownittee.

194. At the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote Part Two,
chapter HI of the draft Programme of Act ion as recommended Dy the First Committee
(for the text see chapter III of the Programme of Action, as set out in chap. I
above) .

195. At the 20th plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote the following
draft resolutions recommended by the Committee:
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Draft resolution I entitled ilF8lllily planning ll (for the text see chap. I
above~ resolution 1)

Draft resolution II entitled llImproving the situation of disabled women of all
ages ll (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 2)

Draft resolution IH entitled I1Migrant 1vomen l1 (for the text see chap, I
above, resolution 3)

Draft resolution IV entitled "Elderly women and economic security'; (for the
text, see chap! I above, resolution 4)

. Draft resolution V entitled !1Battered women and violence in the familytl (for
the text see chap. I above,> resolution ~)

Draft resolution VI entitled IlReview and evaluation of progress made in the
implementat ion of the World Plan of Action at the National Level tI (for the
text see chap. r above, resolution 6'

196. At the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote the following
draft resolutions recommended by the First Committee:

Draft resolution VII entitled I'Special measures ln favour of young women Ii (for
the text see chap. I above, resolution 27)

Draft resolution VIII entitled nConvention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Homen:) (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 28)

Draft resolution IX entitled 1I1'Tomen living in conditions of extreme povertyll
(for the text see chap, I above, resolution 29)

Draft resolution X entitled ?lPromotion of equality in education and training ll

(for the text see chap, I above; resolution 30)

197. Hith respect to the draft resolution entitled 'lConvention on the Eliminat ion of
All Forms of Discrimination against Ifomen ll the delegation of Pakistan stated that,
being an Islamic country, Pakistan attributed a high status to women. The
delegation considered the spirit of the Convention commendable, but had some
reservations with regard to a few articles of the Convention.

198. The delegation of Haiti stated that its reservation related to the third
preambular paragraph of the same draft resolution. referring to co-operation among
all women 'lirrespective of their social and economic systems ff •

199. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted by a roll-call vote of 78 to 3,
with 39 abstentions, the draft resolution XI recommended by the First Committee
and entitled "Homen and discrimination based on race!] (for the text see chap. I
above, resolution 31). The result of the voting was as follows:

Absta

200. The d
draft reso
paragraph

In favour: Albania, Algeria, Angola. Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Benin, Bhutan, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde,
China, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia. Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Democratic Yemen 9 Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji. German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Grenada; Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India,
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Indonesia, Ira~, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Mongolia~

Morocco, Mozambi~ue, Nicaragua, Nigeria, oman, Paltistan, Papua Hev
Guinea, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe?
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, SUdan, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of C~eroon, United Republic o~

Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe.

. Ap;ainst: Germany. Federal Republic of, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Finland, France, Greece,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Kenya, Luxembourg, Malawi, Netherlands, NelT Zealand,
Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Upper Volta, Uruguay.

200. The delegation of Lesotho stated that, although it had voted in favour of the
draft resolution as a whole, it wished to formulate a reservation with respect to
paragraph 1.

I
i
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B. Report of the Second Committee

1. Organizati~n of work

201. The Conference at its 1st plenary meeting on 14 July 1980 allocated the
follmring items to the Second Committee:

~_tem 7 (b): Effects of apartheid on women in southern Africa: Special
measures for assistance to women in southern Africa;

ItECm 8 (b): Review and evaluation of the progress made and obstacles
encountered in attaining the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, at the national, regional and international
levels, from 1975 to 1980; in keeping with the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Homen's Year:

Review and evaluation of regional and global programmes of the United Nations
system of organizations aimed at promoting the objectives of the Decade.

Item 9 (b) and (c): Programme of Action for the second half of the United
Nacions Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1981-1985, designed to
implement the World Plan of Action:

Regional and international targets and strategies, taking into account the
sUbtheme'iEmployment, Health and Education \;;

The situation of women refugees the world over.

Item 10 (b): Effects of Israeli occupation on Palestinian women inside and
outside the---occupi Ad territories: Special measures for assistance to Palestinian
.,nrnpn inside and outside Lhe occupied territories.

202. The Committee considered these items at meetings held from
15 to 29 July 1980. ~/

203. The Presiding Officer of the COlnmittee was ~trs. Shiela Kaul (India) who was
elected by acclamation at the 1st plenary meeting of the Conference.

204. At its 1st meeting on 15 July the C~nmittee elected the following officers:

1
1
~

2

205. In c
the Cornmi
Three) pe
these par
proposed
consultat

206. The
Three, Cl:
of the Cc
below). S

207. As r
to the PE
CommitteE
to the Cc
of the Cc

'if ~
half of l
to the C<
(A!CONF. ~

§j ~

the clos 1

71 to 22

:;:n fi

Deputy Presidin~ Officer~:

Rapporteur:

Ms. Maria de Lourdes C. E. S. de Vicenzi
(Brazil)

Mr. Chavdar Kiuranov (Bulgaria)
Ms. Nermin Abadan-Unat (Turkey)

Mr. Ali Benbouchta (Morocco)

4/ For its consideration of the items the Committee had before it the ..
clocum;nts mentioned in the relevant sections of the annotations to the provls1onal
agenda (A/CONF.94/1), which also refer to a number of background documents.
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2. Consideration of Part Three of the draft Programme of Action

i205. In connexion with its consideration of item 9 (b) (draft Programme of Action) ~
Ithe Committee decided to deal with the relevant part of the draft Programme (Part
jThree) paragraph by paragraph and at the same time with amendments proposed to
jthese paragraphs. In addition to written amendments? other amendment s ~.,.ere

Iproposed orally. The proposed amendments were considered also in infonnal
consultations.

206. The Committee recommends to the Conference for adoption the text of Part
Three, Chapters IV and V of the draft Programme of Action as amended in the course
of the Committee's deliberations (for action by the Conference see para. 33l
below). 2J

207. As regards the paragraph of the draft Programme of Action entitled liAssistance
to the Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories", the
Committee decided by a roll-call vote of 85 to 3, with 21 abstentions, to recommend
to the Conference the adoption of the text of the paragraph as set out in annex I
of the Committee's report. The result of the vote was as follows: 6/

5/ The text of Part Three of the draft Programme of Action for the second
half of the United Nations Decade for Women, as recommended by the Second Committee
to the Conference for adoption, was set out in annex I to the Committee's report
(A/CONF,94/L.22).

Q! This decision was preceded by a procedural debate in the course of which
the closure of the debate was moved. The motion was adopted by a roll-call vote of
71 to 22, with 16 abstentions. The result of the vote was as follcws:

:;:n fc:ccr: Algeria, Angola, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brazil, BUlgaria, Burundi"
Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Eg,ypt,
Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia~

Maldi ves, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, ~fozambique, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia,
Turltey, Uganda, Uh:rainian SSR? Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Venezuela, Viet Narn, YugOSlavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Agai.L['t_: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and United States of America.

Abstaining: Argentina, Barbados, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Fiji,
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Ivory Coast, Japan, Malawi, Thailand]
Trinidad and Tobago and United Republic of Cameroon.
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aparthCanada, Israel, United States of America.

Alg~ria, Angola, Argentina, Austri a, Bahrain, Bhut an, Brazil)
Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, China, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador~

Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq, Jamaica., Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon.
Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia. Nicaragua,
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles,
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian 8BR, Union of
Soviet Socialist RepUblics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic
of Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and
Zimb!lbwe.

~bst~~ning: Australia, Barbados, Botswana, Chile, Colombia, Fiji, Finland.
Guatemala, Haiti, Iceland, Ivory Coast, Malawi, New Zealand,
Norway, Papua New Guinea, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Togo,
Upper Volta and Uruguay.

(For action by the Conference see paraR. 327 and 331 below.)
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208. The delegations of the following countries stated that they had not
participated in the vote: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Honduras, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Peru and Uhited Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

209. Statements in explanation of vote were made by Israel, Portugal, Sweden,
Australia, Switzerland, Finland, Algeria, Chile, Ecuador, Nigeria, Greece, New
Zealand, Fiji, Norway, Austria, Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of the
United Nations which are members of the European Community), Congo and Guatemala.

216. S
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3. Measures of assistance to women in southern Africa

210. In connexion with item 7 (b), the Second Committee had before it
document A/CONF.94/6/Rev.l. The item was discussed at its 15th meeting on
2G July 1980.

C
>..

218. J

211. In introducing the discussion on this item the representative of the
Secretary-General of the Conference informed the Committee that the proposed
assistance would be channelled through the southern African liberation movements
recognized by the Organization of African Unity. Reconstruction aid to women of
Zimbabwe would be directly channelled through the Government of Zimbabwe.

on me~

212. He said assistance was divided into several categories: legal, humanitarian
and political assistance to southern African women inside South Africa and Namibia
and in the refugee camps; training and assistance to women in the national
liberation movements to aid them in their struggle for national liberation ~

training and assistance for women to play roles in all areas after liberation in
the reconstruction of their countries. and international support for and
co-operation with southern African women's struggle.

219· :
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213. The observers for the African National Congress (South Africa) and the
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania expressed the determination of women in these
liberation movements to eradicate the oppressive apartheid system and called upon
the international community to act immediately and increase its assistance to women
in this struggle.

214. Many representatives condemned the apartheid system~ expressed their
solidarity with the national liberation movements and appealed to all the United
Nations Member States to observe strictly the decisions of the Security Council and
the United Nations General Assembly on the issue. They pointed out that it is
Obvious that the support of the South African regime by some Western States whose
monopolies exploit the great mineral wealth of Africa represents the main obstacle
to the struggle for the eliminaticn of tte remains of apartheid and racirm in South
Africa and Namibia. That is why the immediate discontinuation by some Hestern
States of economic, political, military and any other assistance to the South
African racist regime is indispensable and urgent necessity for the elimination of
apartheid and racism.

215. While expressing their gratitude for the current programmes of assistance,
many representatives fully endorsed the recommendations for additional measures
of assistance proposed in A!CONF.94/6!Rev.l. They emphasized the need to adopt the
proposed measures to strengthen the current programmes to help women in SOuth
Africa and Namibia to uproot the apartheid system, and urged the fullest possible
implementation of the proposed measures.

216. Several representatives called for assistance to the front-line States which
had sacrificed so much in aiding the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe.
It was suggested that reconstruction aid be given to the women's movements in these
countries. They called upon the Conference to adopt concrete decisions which will
contribute to the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination. Otherwise
the universal and complete realization of women's rights will be impossible.

217. The representative of the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania requested that the
following paragraph be inserted into the document on page 25 between items (e) and
( r) :

liThe organization made a contribution for a Seminar for Women in the
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania on the Role of Women in the Liberation
Struggle held from 23 June to 3 July 1980 in the United Republic of Tanzania. IV

218. At the conclusion of the discussion, the Committee took note of the document
on measures of assistance to women in southern Africa (A/CONF.94/6/Rev.l).

4. Review and evaluation of regional and global programmes
of the United Nations system of organizations aimed at
promoting the objectives of the Decade

219. In connexion with item 8 (b) the Second Committee had before it nine
documents on the review and evaluation of regional and global programmes) of the
United Nations system and of organizations, which were aimed at promoting the
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objectives of the Decade. These were discussed at the 1st to 4th meetings, held
from 15 to 17 July 1980. 1/

220. In introducing the discussion on this item, the representative of the
Secretary-General of the Conference explained that the main report for the item was
the "Review and evaluation of global and regional programmes of the United Nations
system, 1975--1980(, (A/CONF. 94/31) which was based on information provided by a
number of United Nations bodies and organizations. She said that the other reports
whicb contained additional information on regional and global programmes were
;'Review of the activities of the specialized agencies and organizations in the
United Nations system aimed Lt the implementation of the objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Homen: Equality, Development and Peace r7 (A/CONF.94/20 and
Corr.l)~ which surr~arized information received from 10 specialized agencies, one
United Nations body and one department of the United Nations ~ and IIRecommendations
reluting to women and development emerging from Conferences held under the auspices
of the United Nations or the specialized agencies" (A/CONF .94/19 and Corr .1) which
gave an assessment of 'fays in which issues concerning women and development had
been analysed in 12 world conferences held since 1975. The report on llHomen in
rural areas" (A/CONF.94/28) examined the question with particular emphasis on food 1

aCcess to land and water, credit facilities and co-operatives.

221. The r~ports of the five regional preparatory meetings were contained in
documents A/CONF.94/14, 15, 16 1 17 and 18. She explained that the purpose or these
meetings, except for that of the ECE, had been to review and evaluate progress
achi8ved in the region concerned since 1975, from the point of view of the
implementation of the World Plan of Action, and in some cases of the regional plans
of action, and to make recommendations for the next half of the Decade.

!3ummarl..2f the debate on the review

222. Many representatives recognized the close relationship between the three
themes of the Conference: equality, de\relopment and peace. They emphasized that,
if the status of women was to be significantly improved, far-reaching changes would
have to be carried out at the national and international levels, including the
areas of emplo;vment, education and health. The efforts of the Second United
Nations Development Decade had failed to achieve major economic changes, the
causes being both national and international. These reprpsentatives considered it
impossible to talk of equality for women so long as the international situation J"

remained unchanged. Several representatives pointed out that progressive M,·••I.·...

socio-economic reforms and global changes corresponding to the principles of the .
New International Economic Order were needed because of the ever-increasing
interdependence of developed and developing countries. A number of representatives !

expressed the opinion that the Mexico World Plan of Action had retained its lasting
validity. However they considered that the implementation of the objectives of the
Decade vTas closely connected with peace, disarmament and detente. National
liberation, peace, detente, international co-operation and disarmament constituted,
in their opinion, the indispensable conditions for the in~lementation of the
obj ectives of the United Nations Decade for Women.

7/ Background documents relevant to item 8 (b) were listed ln the annotations
to the provisional agenda (A/CONF.94/l).
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223. O~e representative stressed that the establishment of the New International
Econom1c Orde:: was a necessary but not a sufficient prerequisite for narrowing t.he
gap be~ween nch and poor c~u~tries, and it was not sufficient to achieve lastine
economlC growth or the prov1s1on of basic necessities for "romen and men in
rlisadvantaged sectors of society. Another representative emphasized that all
international programmes relating to "romen should aim at reinforcing the sense of
indi.vidual responsibility and at promoting the conditions for exercising this
responsibility.

221~. In the opinion of some representatives, recommendations for the establishment
of target s and evaluations of progress achieved in attaining them had to talce
account of the differences and similarities between developed and developing
countries.

225. Many representatives expressed satisfaction with the activities undertaken
by the United Nations and the specialized agencies. However, a large number of
representatives, concerned about the lack of co-ordination between the agencies
and the IJnited Nations, which often led to duplication and waste of resources,
called for a strengthening of this co-ordination and increased financial resources
for this purpose. Note was taken of the joint interagency programmes Which had.
been adopted in the hope that it would contribute to the elimination of duplication
and the promotion of a more efficient system of dealing with projects relating to
.Tomen. Some representatives, however, expressed disappointment with the delay in
the implementation of the programme. A few representatives stated that
co-ordination was also necessary between the United Nations and organizations
outside the United Nations system, including non-governmental organizations, a.s
well as better co-ordination between the United Nations and its Member State~4 and
among the countries themselves. Some delegations opposed proposals for
c~stablishing new international bodies for co-ordination. They argued that in the
first place the existing organs of the United Nations system should be properly
utilized for co-ordination purposes.

l~ 226. Some representatives considered that the Branch for the Advancement of Homen
of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs was performing a
useful role in co-ordinating activities and should be strengthened. One
representative called for changes in and a strengthening of programmes for women
but "Idthout budgetary increases. Several representatives ~ recognizing the
important role of the Commission on the Status of Homen as the only United Nations
body "lv-Hh the exclusive mandate to examine the status of women, called for the
strer.gthening of the Commission.

227. Several representatives emphasized that the situation of women within the
Tmited Nations system would have to be improved, as an example to other
institutions. It was noted that progress had been slow and women had been
n,cruited primarily for junior level posts and not for decision-making positiorw.
These representatives suggested that Governments should ide~tify a gre~ter number
of qualified women for such positions. Several representat1ves spoke 1n favour
of a Hpositive discrimination ,: for women.

228. It was widely recognized that regional commissions were playins an important
"part in the formulation of an international strategy for development, because t.he
needs of women tended to vary in societies having different social and economic
systems. Several representatives stresDcd that regional strateeies should be
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strengthened by improved technical co-operation among developing countries, the
adoption of recommendations of regional preparatory meetings, and increased
assistance from the Voluntary Fund for regional activities and the creation of
bodies with resources to implement decisions as part of any restructuring of the
United Nations. One representative recognized the need for further
decentralization of activities and for stronger mandates for regional development.
One representative referring to document A/CONF.94/31, emphasized that her
Government could not be responsible for the recommendations of the Economic
Commission for Europe, since she considered that some of them were based on an
unobjective approach which did not analyse the experience of the socialist
countries. Another representative said that limitations of data prevented an
effective analysis of women's employment in this document.

229. Some representatives stressed the valuable role that the Voluntary Fund was
playing through its programmes, and announced that their countries pledged further
contributions to the Fund. They pointed out that the Voluntary Fund was an
invaluable instrument for assisting the poor women in developing countries, but
delays in the flow of badly needed resources had become a problem. The Fund also
needed greater flexibility in the evaluation of its projects. A few
representatives considered that the Voluntary Fund should only be temporary and
that it should be integrated into existing United Nations agencies that were
executing programmes relating to women.

230. There was considerable discussion about the merits of special development
programmes for women, in contrast to the inteBration of women into programmes.
Some representatives supported projects which were directed to and organized
specifically for women, rather than modifying existing prosrammes or adding a
women's component to them. However, other representatives noted that special
prograw~es for women had the effect in some countries of becoming a method of
lceeping women out of the mainstream of activities. It was generally agreed that
no matter which method was used, the ultimate goal was that women should
partici.pate in development and not that they should be recipients of welfare.

231. Many representatives expressed great interest in the activities of the
specialized agencies dealing with women. They appealed to the agencies and United
Nations bodies concerned to review and increase wherever possible the number and
scope of projects intended to benefit women, especially in the rural areas. These
representatives suggested that the agencies should move away from funding training
seminars and research programmes and considered that a review of the method of
operation of programmes should be undertalcen. Another representative noted that
the guidelines of the World Bank included questions relating to the programmes and
projects in their early stages of preparation. It was further suggested that the
guidelines which took account of women's needs and examined their opportunities to
participate, issued by F~O, UNDP, UNFPA, the World Bank and others, should be
widely disseminated.

232. The representative of FAO reported that, since the Mexico Conference in 1975,
a number of decisions had been taken by the Director-General of FAO in order to
orient FAO's personnel and institutional structures to support the World Plan
of Action, especially as it related to rural women; intensify efforts to identify,
in collaboration with Member Governments, the situation of rural women and the
operational steps necessary to find solutions" and ensure incorporation of
appropriate concerns for rural women in all activities in agriculture, forestry
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culd fisheries. The Programme of Action of t11e IVorld Conference on Agrarian Reform
and Rural Development ~ so far as it related to rural women ~ was complementary to
the Programme of Action for the second half of' the United I\ations Decade for Wcrren.

233. The representative of the 1nternat ional Labour Organisation stressed that t,he
activities of 110 with respect to working women, especially rural women" had been
intensified. She informed the Committee about the recent resolution concerning
ILO activities for rural development adopted by the sixty-sixth session of the
International Labour Conference (1980). She also reported on provisions in the
110 Mid-Term Plan (1982-1987) concerning worldng ,.omen. She mentioned that in the
field of training for :productive work ILO's aim was to increase vTomen's access to
all types of technical training including management at all levels and occupations
leading to higher incomes, increased job security and mobility, career prospects,
adaptation to changing technology and better living and working conditions.

234. The representative of rnwp reported that considerable progress had been
achieved since 1975 in involving women in UNDP-supported technical co-operation
projects and prosrammes, She noted that a joint UNDP/Agency assessment o£ rural
women·s participation in development, initiated as a special contribution -to the
Conference 9 had led to a series of operational recommendations designed to
increase the capability and efficiency of the United Nations development system in
offering advice and assistance to Governments. These had all been endorsed by
the Governing Council of the UNDP.

235. The representative of' UNESCO noted that in implementing the World Plan of
Action, UNESCO had undertaken the following activities: studies in £ive countries
on teaching mothers their role in childhood education and assisting some countries
in the establishment of child care £acilities; a global survey on drop-'outs among
school-age girls; studies on the equality of curricula in seven countries;
intensified research to identify discriminatory practices in education;
intensified vocational and training programmes for women in co-operation with ILO.
In addition UNESCO had undertaken research into socio-economic indicators for the
integration of women in development, in cultural life, in the mass media and in
science and technology.

236. The representative o£ UNIDO indicated that the Third General Conference of
UNIDO had adopted a series of proposals for promoting the industrialization of the
developing countries, and had stressed the potential capacity of industry to
influence the status of and opportunities for women in developing countries in a
resolution entitled HWomen and inc1ustrializationH

• The resolution recognized that
the integration and participation of women at all levels of the industrialization
process were a vital prerequisite for balanced and equitable development, She
emphasized the relationship between education) training and industrial development
in order that women might be associated increasingly at all levels with the
general industrialization efforts of the developing countries,

237. A number of representatives called upon Member States to ratify or accede
to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, adopted by the General Assembly in 1979. Some representatives :pointed out
that the need for an appeal to be addressed to Governments which had not yet done
so to ratify 110 Conventions on the status of women and the international
covenants on htman rights and adapt their domestic legislation regarding women to
the binding principles of international law.
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238. One representative regretted the la.ck of progress in the past five years in
preparing the draft declaration referred to in General Assembly resolution 32/142
on the participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of
international peace and security ~~d against colonialism~ racism) racial
di scrirnination, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign
dcmination and urged the participants to support new initiatives for the expected
elaboration of the declaration by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session.

239. One representative proposed that the United Nations Secretariat should prepare
a comparative review of national legislation, in particular of the provisions
relating to equality of men and women. Several representatives urged Governments
to establish machinery for assessing the status of women 1 s rights and far
establishing priorities for legislation. other representatives, while noting the
importance of legislative measures to enhance the equali.ty of women, emphasized
that formal legal recognition of the equality of women and men, was no guarantee
that the status of women would be advanced and that what was needed was action to
ensure the practical application of such laws. Preferential treatment to redress
discrimination did injustice to the cause of equality unless aimed at establishin~

conditions of equal opportunity. Several delegations stressed that in many
countries progress in the implementation of the economic and social rights of women
was still highly unsatisfactory. Women continued to be exposed to severe
consequences of unemployment and disregard for the principle of equal pay for equal
work; they were offered less attractive employment, could not avail themselves of
social amenities or adequately participate in development.

240. Rural women accounted for a large proportion of the world's agricultural work
force yet their importance was still underemphasized and unrecognized. Some
representatives noted that as rural labour became mechanized in developing
countries, rural women, already underpaid, would become unemployed. One
representative noted a 1ack. of norms concerning wages in cases where rural labour
was becoming industrialized, and suggested that the Conference should make a
recommendation on this point.

241. Many representatives emphasized that raising the standard of living of rural
women should become a priority issue for the United Nations and the specialized
agencies, and the role that rural women played in the food production process
should be recognized.

21~2. Some representatives stated that as agriculture was the backbone of so many
countries at the Conference, it was important to understand that the I1lip-service 11

being paid to the cause of rural women should be translated into action.

243. One representative stated that attention should be paid to marginal women
workers and to women doing unpaid labour, particularly in rural areas, and
emphasized the need to link rural development to national planning, regional
agreements, and international development strategies. Another representative
referred to the high infant mortality in rural areas and urged that increased funds
should be diverted to rural maternal and child health care and technical services.
It was suggested by one representative that studies should be undertaken to assess
the needs of rural women, especially in health matters. It would not be enough to
raise the income of rural women: it would be no less necessary to enhance their
capabilities.
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244. Several representatives noted that inadequate information could lead to social
attitudes, including those of women themselves, that hampered the improvement of
the status of women. It was suggested that Governments should monitor the
activities of the media regarding women, because of the critical role of the media
in shaping attitudes, both positive and negative. One representative emphasized

l that attitudinal barriers, especially subtle ones, were perhaps the single most
m. important barrier to the advancement for women.

246. Some representatives noted that the New International Economic Order should
be supported by all Member States, and several representatives noted the
importance of the media being sensitive to the needs of women. Lack of accurate
data and trained evaluation personnel continued to be an obstacle to the gathering
of qualitative information on women in developed and developing countries.

247. Many representatives stressed that women suffered especially from lack of
education and training. The United Nations should make training programmes for
women more widely available and carry out research into the training of women.
Training projects of the United Nations agencies should provide for more local
involvement in their design and implementation to ensure that they reflected real
needs. The training of women should emphasize skills qualifying them for
responsible positions in public and private life. The training of women for
technical assistance programmes should be encouraged and more women should be
involved directly in research and training for operational activities of all
organizations in the United Nations system.

:Ire 245. A number of represent atives stated that) although data had been gathered and
problems identified during the first half of the Decade for Women, the United

:I Nations as well as individual countries should reinforce the collection of
information and research work on women. Special attention should be given to rural

e women. Greater financial resources were needed for women's programmes, to provide
an effective base for action. and to improve the analysis of existing data.
Governments and United Nations agencies should draw up standards and guidelines for
censuses and questionnaires to allow more accurate information to be obtained about
wemen in the ~evelopment process. Several representatives supported the setting up
of data collection mechanisms, as a first stage in integrating women in
development.
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5. The situation of women refugees the world over

248. For its consideration of item 9 (c), the Committee had before it the report
on the subject prepared by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(A/CONF.94/24). The item was discussed at the 14th and 15th meetings held on
25 and 26 July 1980.

249. In introducing the item, the representative of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees drew attention to the nature and extent of the problem
of women refugees the world over. She pointed out that as refugees, women were
particularly vulnerable. It was difficult for them to perform their role as
homemakers, as transmitters of cultural values to their children and to cope with
the problems of family health.

250. She stressed that appropriate counseling services were essential to enable
women refugees, particularly heads of households, to adjust to their new lives
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and to move toward self-reliance as rapidly as possible. Furthermore, it Was
necessary to monitor closely the provision of relief assistance in order to ensure
that women refugees had ade~uate access to resources and services. In addition. ,
special measures should be taken to ensure that they were not dlsadvantaged in
areas of nutrition, health care, education and employment. Efforts should be made
to involve women refugees increasingly in the administration and operation of
refugee centres, and to enable them to participate in all dimensions of community
life.

251. ~lhile emphasizing the need for relief assistance, she also stressed the
importance of protection for refugee women. Protection was needed for women at the
time when they were leaving their home country and also during the initial stay in
the country of asylum, when they were most likely to be victims of physical
violence and targets of sexual exploitation and prostitution. The High
Commissioner, in carrying out his role in the protection of refugees relied heavily
on the co-operation of countries of asylum to ensure that appropriate solutions
were found to protect the basic human rights of the refugees.

252. The specific problems of refugee women were being studied by the High
Commissioner and efforts were being made to obtain basic data, but much more needed
to be done. Furthermore, she mentioned that the success of measures taken by the
High Commissioner to protect the well-being and dignity of refugee women were
dependent on prompt and decisive support from host Governments, the international
community and non-·governmental organizations.

253. In the discussion of the item, a number of representatives underlined the
magnitude of the refugee problem the world over. Civil strife, violations of
human rights~ political conflict and discrimination continued to force growing
numbers of people from their homes.

254. Overlooking the needs of women refugees would have profound effects not only
on the women themselves but also on millions of people who depended on them,
especially children and the elderly. Thus, "'hile some speakers called for measures
to deal with the causes of the refugee problem, others noted that such action was
beyond the mandate of the Conference, and urged that these persistent problems
should not obscure the immediate and urgent needs of refugee women. In this
regard some representat i ves referred to the plight of displaced women, emphasizing
the importance of political settlement and the realization of peace. One
representative called for large-scale assistance to help resettle and rehabilitate
repatriates and displaced persons within her country.

255. Several representatives called for efforts to ensure that available aid
reached ~'fOmen refugees and that measures were taken to alleviate their particular
situation and di fficulties and their special needs, to ensure their survival and
dignity. Moreover, refugee problems were described as international problems which
were of concern to the entire international community and were not the
responsibility of merely those countries which happened to be countries of first
asylum. The High Commissioner for RefUGees, the United Nations Agencies and
voluntary organizations were commended for their contribution to relievinr; the
suffering of the world i s refugees. Government s were encouraged to continue their
support for these efforts. One representative reaffirmed the importance of
article 13 (2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This statement was
supported by several delegations.
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256. Representatives of a number of countries of first asylum stressed that these
countries provided refugee assistance on the basis of humanitarian principles;
they could not continue to accept increasing numbers of refugees owing to the
heavy burdens this situation placed on their economies and societies. Calling
first for removal of the root causes of the problem, they proposed voluntary
repatriation as the most durable solution. Where this was not possible, measures
should be taken to continue and accelerate resettlement. In this regard, the
representatives of the Philippines and Malaysia expressed reservations about the
section in document A!CONF. 94/24 on the local integration of refugees. They
emphasized that their economies could not absorb the large numbers of refugees
requiring assistance.

257. Several representatives of countries of asylum noted that the overwhelming
majority of refugees seeking asylum were women and children. They noted that
while efforts were being made to meet the needs of the refugees, much more aid,
inclUding material assistance, was badly needed. They suggested that resources
from all quarters should be diverted from other uses to ensure the survival of the
world's refugees. One representative also suggested that Member states could
provide teams of doctors, social workers and consultants to assist in maintaining
the health and welfare of the refugees in countries of asylum.

258. A few representatives asked for special assistance to women victims of
apartheid and in this regard suggested strengthening measures of assistance to
the front-line States and assistance to repatriates and displaced persons in
newly-independent Zimbabwe.

259. At the conclusion of the discussion, the Committee took note of document
A/CONF.94/24.

6. Special measures of assistance to Palestinian women

260. For its consideration of item 10 (b), the Second Committee had before it
document A!CONF.94/3. The item was considered at the 15th and 16th meetings on
26 and 28 July 1980.

261. In introducing the document, the representative of the Economic Commission
for Western Asia cited the various mandates in response to which the report had
been prepared, and stated that the nine areas of assistance mentioned had been
accepted by the member States of ECWA at the regional preparatory meeting for the
World Conference. She referred to resolution 32 adopted at the Mexico Conference
and to Economic and Social Council resolutions which had called for special
assistance for Palestinian women, and to the decision taken by ECWA in
October 1978 to request the addition of an item concerning "Effects of Israeli
occupation on Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories!1 to
the agenda of the Conference.

262. Many representatives indicated support for the measures proposed in the
document.

263. A number of representatives pointed out that the specific problems of
Palestinian women were related to the general situation affecting Palestinians
living inside and outside the territories under Israeli occupation. While they
considered the humanitarian United Nations assistance to that population
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justified~ these representatives stated that the problem should not be view"ed in
isolation and ~ointed out that one of the major issues severely im~eding stability
and development in the reeion is the Israeli occupation of the territories. The
liberation of the land and the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian
people are still the core of many issues in this region with all their political,
economic, social and psychological dimensions, so that political responsibilities
take priority over development plans. These issues nre of urgent concern to the
international community.

264. The observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization said tha,t assistance
to Palestinian women is of great importance and necessity. She said that the
measures proposed in the document were based on resolutions adopted by the
United Nations expressing condemnation of Israeli occupation and that the
international community had expressed its solidarity with the Palestinian peo~le

against Zionist aggression. She said that any reservations on the document were
in opposition to the will of the international community.

265. The observer for the African National Congress stated that the issue of
Palestinian women was primarily political; recourse to violence by either the
African peoples in South Africa or by Palestinians was not their own choice, but
was the sole recourse left to them.

266. The representative of Israel strongly contended that the injection of the
question of the Palestinian women into the agenda was a manipUlation of the cause
of women that was used as a pretext for propagating extraneous interests. She
stated that Israel's programmes to improve health, education and employment
conditions of all persons in the territories under Israeli administration had
to be viewed in light of Israel's rejection of socio-economic stagnation until
a peace settlement was successfully achieved. She stated that the report on
which the proposed measures were based was unsubstantiated and distorted and that
document A/CONF.94/4 itself totally ignored what she considered constructive
programmes operating to improve the conditions of Arab Palestinian women. She
strongly opposed assigning the PLO a central role in the planning of progranunes~

contending that the measures would be used for strengthening what she considered
the PLO's destructuve potential rather than contribute to the advancement o~

the Arab Palestinian women.

267. A number of representatives stated that the situation in the region o~

Western Asia was a threat to global political stability. They stated that Israel
had deprived the Palestinian people of their basic rights such as the right to
sovereignty and to their land~ as well as of other fundamental human rights.

268. A number of representatives called for a solution which went to the root of
the problem and encompassed more than material assistance. Among the measures
sug~ested were the granting to Palestinian women of control over their individual
and national destinies, the end of colonial settlements, and the return of
Palestinian land to it's O1mers. The need for a durable peace in the region was
emphasized.

269. Several representatives agreed that special assistance to Palestinian 1~omen

was justified by their vulnerability. Among the measures advocated were
(a) improvement of the information about their problems, (b) the end of
discrimination in employment, and (c) education granted as a national Palestinian
right. Some representatives ~phasized, however, that at best these would
provide only a minimum standard of well-being.
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270. At the conclusicm of the discussion, the Committee took note of document
A/CONF.94/4.

7. ~onsideration of draft resolutions by the Second Committee

271. At meetings held from 28 to 29 July the Second Committee considered draft
resolutions as follows:

(i) Draft resolution entitled "The role of women in the preparation of
societ~es for life in peace tl (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.9/Rev.l), sponsored by
Argent~na, Bangladesh, Bulgar ia. Colombia the Comoros the Congo
C

• ., " ,
osta R~ca, Cuba, Ecuador, Grenada, Guinea, Hungary, Indonesia Jamaica

Kenya, Madagascar, Mexico, Mongolia, MozambiQue, Nicaragua, Pa~ama •
the Philippines, Poland, Togo, United RepUblic of Tanzania, Uganda:
Venezuela and Zambia was adopted by 95 votes to none, with
31 abstentions (for action by the Conference see para. 274 below).

statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of the United Kingdom, Switzerland, the United States of America"
Iceland, Luxembourg (on behalf of states Members of the united Nations "lyhich are
members of the European Community), Israel and Yugoslavia.

(ii) Draft resolution entitled "Gathering of data concerning women through
census questionnaires (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.23/Rev.l and Corr.l), sponsore~.

by Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Jamaica,
Nicaragua, Panama, Papua New Guinea and Venezuela was adopted (for
action by the Conference see para. 276 below).

(iii) Draft resolution entitled 17Intensification of drought control in the
Bahel" (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.24), sponsored by Cape Verde, the Comoros,
Democratic Kampuchea, Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger,
Senegal, Toga, Tunisia, Uganda, United RepUblic of Cameroon and
Upper Volta was adopted (for action by the Conference see para. 276
below) .

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of Israel, Austria, the United states of America, Lesotho,
Lebanon, Guatemala and Algeria.

1
\
i

(iv)

(v)

• • 11 't tLb el!Draft rcsolut~on ent~tled Ass~s ance 0 e anese worn n
(A/CONF.94/C.2/L.25) , sponsored by Algeria, on behalf of States Members
of the United Nations which are members of the League of Arab states,
and Uganda "\Vas adopted by 99 votes to none, with 15 abstentions (for
action by the Conference see para. 277 below).

Draft resolution entitled "Homen is participation in the str:ngthening

of international pe.ace and security and in the s~ruggle aga~nst
colonialism, racism, racial disc~iminat~on,.fo~e~(gn/ aggre4s/~0~/~n~6)
occupation and all forms of fore~gn dom~nat10n A CONF. 9 . .
sponsorrd by Afghanistan, Angola, Benin, Bulgaria, Cuba, c~ru~, b]'c
Cze~hoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, German Democra 1C epu .~ ,
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Grenad~, Guya~a, Guinea, Hungary, Lebanon, Madagascar, Mongolia,
Mozamb~que, N~caragua, Panama, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Viet Nam, Zambia and Zimbabwe was adopted by 82 votes
to 7, with 36 abstentions (~or action by the Conference see
nara. 279 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of Lesotho and Trinidad and Tobago.

(vi) Draft resolution entitled "The situation of women refugees and
displaced women the world over" (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.30) sponsored
by Barbados, Dominican Republic, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Honduras, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Lesotho, Mali, Peru, Somalia, Sweden,
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America and Upper Volta
was adopted, as orally amended (~or action by the Conference see
para. 281 below).

(vii) Draft resolution entitled liThe situation of displaced and refugee
women the world over" (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.6o), sponsored by Algeria,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Burundi, Costa Rica, Cyprus,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Greece,
Guate'1lala, Guinea, Guyana, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan,
Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco,
MozambiQue, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Qatar,
Somalia, Sudan, United Arab Emirates, United RepUblic of Cameroon,
United RepUblic o~ Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zambia and Zimbabwe was adopted, as orally amended, by a roll-call
vote of 100 to 1, with 30 abstentions. The result of the voting was
as follows:

A
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(vii:

In favour:

A.gainst:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Brazil, BUlgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, China,
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic,
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Holy See, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Jamaica,
Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagas car, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia,
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, San ~arino~
Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Somal~a, Sr~ Lanka,
Sudan, S,.,i tzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics United Arab Emirates, United Republic, . t
of Cameroon, United Republic of rranzania, Uruguay, V~e Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

United States of America.

•
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Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Botswana, Canada, Chile, Colombia,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic ot:,
Grenada, Iceland, India, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Luxembourg, Morocco ~ Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Norway, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Suriname, Sweden,
United Kingdom, Venezuela.

(for action by the Conference see para. 284 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or or reservation were made by the
representatives of the United States of America, Luxembourg (on behalf of the
States Members of the United Nations which are members of the European Community),
Austria, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Viet Ham, Switzerland, Turkey, New Zealand,
Iraq, Honduras, Uganda, Afghanistan, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, India, Angola,
Cyprus and Nigeria.

The representative of Viet Nem expressed reservations to the eighth prearobular
paragraph of the draft resolution as adopted.

The representatives of Iraq and Morocco supported the resolution and said they
should have, in fact, voted in favour instead of inadvertently abstaininG.

(viii) Draft resolution entitled lIIntegrated approach to the health and
welfare of womenYl (A/CONF .94/c. 2/L. 3l/Rev.1), sponsored by Australia,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Honduras, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Paraguay,
the Philippines, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia and United States, was
adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference see pa~a. 288
below) •

I
1

(ix) Draft resolution entitled llInternational Center for Public Enterprises
in Developing Countries (rCPE)" (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.34) , sponsored by
Algeria, Ghana, Honduras, IraQ, Jamaica, Jordan, Lebanon, Pakistan,
Sri Lar~a, Thailand, Venezuela, Yugoslavia and Zambia, was adopted
(for action by the Conference see para. 2BB below).

(x) Draft resolution entitled "International Conference on Sanctions
against South Africa" (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.37), sponsored by Afghanistan,
Algeria, Angola, Congo, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Gambia, German Democ~atic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, Lebanon,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Sudan,
Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United RepUblic of Tanzania and
Yugoslavia, was adopted by 89 votes to 9, with 21 abstentions
(for action by the Conference see para. 289 below).

(xi) Draft resolution entitled "International legislation to prevent the
abandonment of families" (A/CONF. 94/c. 2/L. 39/Rev.l), sponsored by
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Peru and the Philippines, was adopted,
as orally amended, by 52 votes to none, with 53 abstentions (for
action by the Conference see para. 289 below).
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(xii) Draft resolution entitled t1Situation of Women in Chile r,

(A/CONF.94/c.2/L.40), sponsored by Afghanistan, Algeria, Cuba,
Democratic Yemen, Grenada, Jamaica, Madagascar, Mexico, Mozambique,
Nicaragua and Yugoslavia, was adopted by a roll-call vote of
70 to 7, with 38 abstentions. The result of the vote was as follows:

(xiv)

In favour:

Against:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados,
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Cape Verde,
Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Greece, Grenada, Guinea. ,
GU1nea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq,
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Maldives,
Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sudan, Sweden, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yugoslavia.

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Guate:nala, Honduras, Peru, Uruguay.

(xv)

(xvi)

In conne~

reClueste(
in conjm
position,

Abstaining: Angola, Botswana, China, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Gabon,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Holy See, Indonesia,
Israel, Ivory Coast, Japan, Lebanon, Malawi, Malaysia,
Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United Republic of Cameroon,
United States of America, Zaire (for action by the Conference
see para. 292 below).

Subsequently, the delegation of Paraguay stated that, had it been present at the
time of the vote, it would have voted against the draft resolution. The
delegation of Jordan stated subsequently that it had inadvertently voted in
favour of the draft resolution and had intended to abstain.

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of Lesotho, Uruguay, United States of America, Switzerland,
Zaire, Byelorussian SSR, Peru, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Honduras and Guatemala.

(xiii) Draft resolution entitled "Situation of women in El Salvador"
(A/CONF.g4/c.2/L.41/Rev.l) sponsored by Cuba, Grenada and Nicaragua, was
adopted by 46 votes to 10, with 45 abstentions (for action by the
Conference see para. 298 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of Sweden, the Federal Republic of Germany, the United States
of America, Brazil and Venezuela.
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(xiv) Draft resolution entitled IIControl of illicit traffic in drugs 11

(A/CONF.94/c.2/L.42/Rev.l), sponsored by Colombia, Egypt, Honduras 7

Leb~non, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Nicaragua, the Philippines, Peru,
Thalland and Turkey, was adopted, as orally amended (ror action by
the Conference see para. 303 below).

(xv) Draft resolution entitled "Strengthening the women's programmes and
appointment of women in the Secretariat of the regional commis s ions
and agencies of the United Nations l1 (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.43), sponsored
by Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, IraCl, Jordan, Kenya , Kuwait, Lebanon,
Oman, United Arab Emirates and United Republic of Cameroon, was adopted,
as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 303 below).

(xvi) Draft resolution entitled "Co-ordination of status of women's issues
within the United Nations systemli (A/CONF .94/c. 2/1. 44 and Corr.1),
sponsored by Australia, Colombia, Egypt, Guatemala, Guyana, Jordan,
Norway, Tunisia and United States of America, was adopted, as orally
amended (for action by the Conference see para. 303 below).

In connexion with this draft resolution, the representative of Australia
requested that the Secretariat document A/CONF .94/c. 2/CRP.l should be considered
in conjunction with the resolution. The representative of the USSR reserved her
position.

(xvii) Draft :resolution entitled "Question of missing and disappeared persons"
(A/CONF.94/C.2/L.45), sponsored by Australia, Austria, Barbados,
Canada, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Honduras, Jamaica,
Lebanon, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, Tunisia and
United Kingdom, was adopted, as orally amended. After the adoption of'
the draft resolution, the representative of Turkey made a statement
(for action by the Conference see para. 303 below).

(xviii) Draft resolution entitled "Women in the United Nations Secretariat"
(A/CONF.94/c.2/L.46), sponsored by Austria, Barbados, Canada.
Guatemala, Guyana, Jamaica, Jordan, Lebanon, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, Trinidad and Tobago, and United States of America, was
adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference See para. 303
below) .

(xix) Draft resolution entitled "International Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade" (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.47), sponsored by Angola,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Botswana, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica,
Domini can Republi c, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Fij i, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Honduras, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Mal dives , Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,
Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, the PhiliJlpines, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Switzerland, Tunisia, United Republic of
Tanzania, United States of America and Zambia, was adopted as orally
amended (for action by the Conference see para. 303 below).

(xx) Draft resolution entitled "On the right of all countries to seek
development assistance from any and all sources, free from threats
and attacks 11 (A/CONF. 94/c. 2/L. 48), sponsored by Afghanistan, Angola,
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Cuba, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Seychelles, and Viet Nam was adopted by In fave
62 votes to none, with 49 abstentions.

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives o~ China, Costa Rica, Lesotho, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Senegal, United RepUblic of Tanzania and United States of America (for action
by the Conference see para. 305 below).

(xxi) Draft resolution entitled "Assistance to Sahrawi women"
(A!CONF.94!c.2/L.49), sponsored by Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola,
Burundi, Cape Verde, CUba, Democratic Yemen, Iran,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Nicaragua and
Viet Nam, was adopted 8/ as orally amended, by a roll-call vote
of 55 votes to 10, with 41 abstentions, as follows:

~ Prior to the adoption of this resolution, the Committee decided by a
roll-call vote to waive the requirement set out in rule 26 of the rules of
procedure of the Conference, and therefore resolved not to postpone consideration
of this draft resolution as orally amended. The voting, in which a negative 
vote meant the waiver of the requirement in rule 26, was 11 votes to 53, with
42 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Egypt, Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Morocco, Niger, Senegal,
Tunisia, Turkey, United RepUblic of Cameroon, Zaire.

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Barbados, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR,
Cape Verde, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, CzechoslOVakia,
Democratic People vs Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, German Democratic Republic,
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary,
India, Iran, Jamaica, Kenya, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Saa Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Suriname,
Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Abstaining: Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Democratic Kampuchea,
Denmark, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Guatemala, Iceland, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Jordan, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Oman, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Portugal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden,
Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom,
United RepUblic of Tanzania, United States of America,
Yugoslavia.
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In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Barbados 7 Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
Democratic Yemen, Dominican RepUblic, Ethiopia,
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Iran, Jamaica, Kenya,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mexico,
Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama,
Seychelles, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Ukrainian SSR,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic of
Tanzania, Viet Nam, YugOSlavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Morocco, Niger, Senegal, Tunisia,
United Republic of Cameroon, United States of Arre~ica, Zaire.

Abstaining: Belgium. Canada, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Democratic Kampuchea,
Denmark, Ecuador, Fiji, Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Lesotho, Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Maldives, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Oman,
Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal~

Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland~ ThailanQ, Togo,
Turkey, United Kingdom, Upper Yolta, Uruguay, Venezuela.

(For action by the Conference see para. 307 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of Turkey, the Sudan, Egypt, United States of America,
Guinea-Bissau, Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations
Which are members of the European Community), Nigeria, Lesotho, Tunisia, Pakistan,
Mali, Austria 7 Ivory Coast, Gabon, Dominican RepUblic, Morocco, the Congo,
Yugoslavia, Angola and Botswana.

(xxii) Draft resolution entitled "International assistance for the
reconstruction of Nicaragua" (A/CO:NF.94/c.2/L.50) , sponsored by
Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba. Dominican Republic, Ecuador. Grenada,
Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Spain and Venezuela, was adopted,
as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 316 below).

(xxiii) Draft resolution entitled "Women and development assistance programmes"
(A/CONF.94/c.2/L.5l/Rev.l), sponsored by Australia, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Fiji, Ghana, Guyana, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Malaysia,
Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, the Philippines, Samoa, Sweden, Thailand,
United Republic of Tanzania. Zambia and Zimbabwe, was adopted by
consensus (for action by the Conference see para. 316 below)

(xxiv) Draft resolution entitled rlHealth and well-being of the women of
the Pacific ll (A/Cm,1F.94/c.2/L.5?), sponsored by Australia, Fiji,
Honduras, Japan~ Lebanon~ New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Samoa.
was adopted, as orally amended. ~he representative of the People's
Republic of China made a statement of reservation with respect to
the draft resolution (for action by the Conference see para. 316
below) .
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(xxv) Draft resolution entitled "The International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Homen" (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.53),
sponsored by Barbados, Cuba, Dominican RepUblic, Ecuador, France,
Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Mexico, Nicaragua, Norway,
the Philippines; Rwanda, Turkey, United Republic of Cameroon and
Yugoslavia was accptcd, as orally arrended (for action by the
Conference see para. 316 below).

(xxvi) Draft resolution entitled "Establishment and strengthening of
machinery for the integration of women in development il

(A/CONF.94/c.2/L.54), sponsored by Burundi, Congo, Gabon, Guinea.
Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Paraguay. Rwanda, Togo and United
Republic of Cameroon, was adopted. The representative of Argentina
made a statement of reservation concerning the draft resolution
(for action by the Conference see para. 316 below).

(xxvii) Draft resolution entitled "Strengthening the role of the Commission
on the status of Homen" (A/CONF.94/c.2/L.55/Rev.l), sponsored by
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, Gabon. Greece,
Guinea, Honduras, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lebanon, Malaysia,
Nicaragua, the Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Thailand,
Togo, Turkey, United RepUblic of Cameroon, Venezuela, Zaire, Zambia
and Zimbabwe, was adopted (for action by the Conference see para. 316
below) .

(xxviii) Draft resolution entitled "Homen and nutritional self-sufficiency"
(A/CO}W.94/c.2/L.56/Rev.l) sponsored by Barbados, Cape Verde, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Madagascar, Mali,
Niger, Togo, United Republic of Cameroon and Upper Volta, was adopted~

as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 316 below).

(xxix) Draft resolution entitled "Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade for Women" (A!CONF.94/C.2/L.57), sponsored'ty Burundi, Congo,
Egypt, Gabon, Guinea, Guinea·-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Niger,
Norway, Rwanda, Senegal, Togo , United Republic of Cameroon and Zambia.
was adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference see
para. 316 below).

(xxx) Draft resolution entitled I1Apartheid and women in South Africa and
Namibial1 (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.58/Rev.l), sponsored by Algeria, Angola,
Barbados, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Central African Empire,
Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Qatar, Rwanda,
Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia,
Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta,
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe, was adopted by a vote of
84 votes to 4, with 18 abstentions, as orally amended (for action by
thE' Conference see para. 320 below).
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~ Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation "I.ere made by the representatives
of Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of the Dnited Nat ions which are
member::; of the European Community), Lesotho, United Kingdom. Portugal, Denmark

'V&y, (on behalf of Norway, Sweden and Finland). Austria. Uruguay. Nepal and Botswana.
Thereafter, a statement was made by the representative of the United Nations
Special Committee against Apartheid.

(xxxi) Draft resolution entitled "Exploitation of the prostitution of others
and traffic in persons" (A/CONF .94/c .2/1 .59/Rev .1), sponsorf'd by
Argentina, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic. Ethiopia, France, Guatemala.
Holy See, Honduras, Lebanon, Portugal. Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago"
United Kingdom, United States of America and Zaire, was adopted, as
orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 316 below).

St~rteIT.ents in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the representatives
of Jamaica, Mozambique and Iran.

Stat('ments in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the representatives
of Honduras, Mexico, Swit zerland, Brazil. Peru, Guatemala, Paraguay, Chile,
Ar~entina and Uruguay.

(xxxii) Draft resolution entitled liThe situation in Bolivia" (A/CONF.94/c.l/L.30),
sponsored by Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican RepUblic, Ecuador)
Nicaragua, Panama, Spain, Unitf'd States of America, Venezuela and
Yugoslavia, was adopted by a vote of 50 votes to 3, with 37 abstentions
(for action by the Conference see para. 322 below).
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(xxxiii) Draft resolution entitled "Implementation of the goals of the United
Nations Decade for Women within the framework of the United Nations
efforts to achieve the New International Economic Order"
(A/CONF.94/c.2/L.6l), sponsored by Algeria, Argentina, Cape Verde,
Costa Rica, Ecuador, Ghana, Guatemala. Guinea~ Guinea-Bissau. Guyana,
Honduras, Iraq, Jordan, Mexico, Nicaragua, Ni~er, Nigeria, Panama,
Sri Lanka, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania,
Venezue1a~ Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe, was adopted, as
orally amended, by a vote of 88 votes to none, with 13 abstentions (for
action by the Conference see para. 324 below) .

I.ij
~

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation werE' made by the representatives
01' the Uuited States of America and Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of
thf' Dni ted Nat ions which are members of the European Community).

(xxxiv) Draft resolution entitled "Women in agriculture and rural areas I!

(A/CONF .94/c .2/L .62), sponsored by Barbados 0 BotsHana. Costa Rica, Cuba,
Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Jamaica, Lesotho, Malawi, Mexico, Nicaragua, Papua New Guinea, Suriname,
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United States, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, was adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference
see para. 316 below).
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277. Also at the same meetinG the Conference adopted by 112 votes to none, with
9 abstentions, draft resolution IV entitled "Assistance to Lebanese women" as
recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above, i
resolution 10).

8. RecoI'nendations of the Second Committee

272. The Second Committee recon~ended to the Conference the adoption of Part Three
of the draft Programme of Action for the second half of the United Nations Decade
for Women as set out in annex I to the Committee's report (A/CONF.94/L.22). In
addition, the Corwnittee recrn,~ended to the Conference the adoption of draft
resolutions I to XXXIV as set out in annex 11 to the Committee's report
(A/CONF.9l~/L.22/Add.3and Corr.l, Add.3A, 3B, 3C, 3D and 3:8).

9. Action taken in ~lenary on the
re~ort of the Second Cormittee

273. The report of the Second Committee (A/CONF.94/L.22 and Add.1-4), which was
introduced by the Committee's Rapporteur, was considered at the 20th and 21st
plenary meetings of the Conference on 30 July 1980. At these meetings the
Conference took action on the Second Committee's recommendations, in particular on
Part Three of the draft Programme of Action as revised by the Committee and on the
34 draft resolutions (I to XXXIV) recommended by the Committee.

274. At the 20th plenary meeting the Conference adopted by 97 votes to none, with
30 abstentions, draft resolution I entitled "The role of women in the preparation
of societies for life in peace" as recommended by the Second Committee (for the
text see chap. I 8bov0, resolution 7).

275. The delegation of Denmark formulated reservations with respect to the
resolution as adopted.

276. At the same meeting the Conference adopted .rithout a vote draft resolution II
entitled "Gathering of data concerning .TOmen through census quest ionnaires 11 and
draft resolution III entitled "Intensification of drought control in the Sahel" as
recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above,
resolutions 8 and 9).

278. Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
delegations of Israel, Austria, the United States of America, Lesotho, Lebanon,
Guatemala and Algeria.

279. The Conference adopted by 77 votes to 6, with 35 abstentions, draft
resolution V entitled "\~omen's participation in the strengthening of international
peace and security and in the strur,gle against colonialism, racism, racial
discrimination, foreign a~Gression and occupation and all forms of foreign
domination" as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I
above, resolut~on 11).

280. The delecation of Lesotho made a statement in explanation of its vote.
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281. The Conference adopted without a vote draft resolution VI entitled "The
situation of women refugees and displaced women the world oyer" as recommended by
the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I aoove, resolution 12).

282. The delegation of Pakistan stated, with reference to the last preambular
paragraph of the resolution, that Pakistan was not a signatory to the Convention
and Protocol relating to the Status of Refurees oecause it had reservations with
respect to some of the provisions of those instruments. Nevertheless, Pakistan
fully supported the spirit of the resolution, as was demonstrated by Pakistan's
actual and humanitarian position with respect to refugees.

283. The delegation of China stated that it supported the decision to provide
humanitarian assistance to woman refugees throughout the irorld. However, it
considered it necessary to recognize that the root causes of the existence of the
laree number of refugees at present were foreign aggression and foreign occupation.
All foreign aggressors must withdraw their troops from the countries concerned.
Otherwise, it was difficult to stop the continuous emergence of refugees.

284. The Conference adopted by a roll-call vote of 97 votes to none, with 29
abstentions, draft resolution VII entitled "The situation of displaced and refugee
"lomen the world over" as recommended by the Second Committee, as orally amended
(for the text see chap. I above, resolution 13). The result o~ the vote was as
follovlS:

In favour: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR~ Cape Verde, China,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon,

"German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Holy See, Hungary, Indonesia,
Iran, Ira~, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, l1alawi, t4alaysia, !1'Iali, t'Iauritania,
Mexico, Hongolia, l'1orocco, Hozambique, Nepal, Nie;er I Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Poland,
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe,
Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Switzerland~ Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Toga, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkey, Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United
Republic o~ Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia I Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Ar,ainst: None.

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Botswana, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Haiti, Honduras,
Iceland, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Swaziland,
Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America.
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285. In a statement made in explanation of its vote on the draft resolution just
adopted, the delegation of Switzerland stated that it had voted in favour of the
draft resolution because it reaffirmed a principle to which Switzerland attached
importanc e, namely that laid down in art icle 13, paragraph 2, of the Dniversal
Declaration of Human Rights, proclaiming the right of everyone to leave any
country, including his own, and to return to his count~y. Switzerland's vote on
the draft resolution was motivated by humanitarian considerations; the Swiss
delegation would not at that juncture express an opinion regarding the origins of
the drama of refugees and displaced persons, but expressed the hope that the
refugee problems would be resolved in other forums. The Swiss delegation added
that, for the same reason, it had abstained in the votes on other draft resolutions
of a political nature which it considered extraneous to the subject of the
Conference.

286. The delegation of India made a statement explaining its abstention in the
vote on draft resolution VII.

287. Subse~uently, the delegations of Bangladesh, Congo, Jordan, Maldives, Tunisia
and Uganda announced that, had they been present at the time of the vote, they
would have voted in favour of the resolution.

288. The Conference adopted without a vote draft resolution VIII entitled
flIntegrated approach to the health and welfare of womenfl and draft resolution IX
entitled IIInternational Center for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries" as
recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above,
resolutions 14 and 15).

289. The Conference then adopted by 75 votes to 7, with 22 abstentions t draft
resolution X entitled "International Conference on Sanctions against South African
as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above,
resolution 16).

290. The Conference proceeded to adopt by 75 votes to none, with 35 abstentions t

draft resolution XI entitled "International legislation to prevent the
abandonment of families" as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see
chap. I above, resolution 17).

291. The delegation of Nigeria made a statement in explanation of vote.

292. Still at the 20th plenary meeting the Conference adopted by 69 votes to 8,
vlith 39 abstentions, draft resolution XII entitled "Situation of women in Chile"
(for the text see chap. I above, resolution 18).

293. The delegation of Chile stated that it considered that the SUbject-matter of
the resolution was outside the competence of the Conference.

294. The delegation of the Federal RepUblic of Germany, in a statement in
explanation of its vote, stated that by reason of its position in favour of'the
respect for human rights all over the world it had been able to accept the
resolution just adopted, particularly in view of the terms of operative
parae:raphs 1 to 5. At the Same time, it pointed out that there had been some
welcome improvements as regards the human rights situation in Chile, though it
acknowledeed that the situation in that country could not as yet be considered
satisfactory; the delegation expressed the hope that the situation in Chile would
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continue to improve and that human rights would be fUlly respected. The delegation
of' the Federal Republic of Germany added that it regretted the continued selective
treatment of Chile; in a considerable number of countries the human ricrhts
situation - in particular in so far as it affected women _ was by no m~ans better,
and in many cases worse, than in Chile. The delegation expressed its sympathy for
t he sufferinG of all human being s, especially "romen, 11ho were victims of fore e and in
di stress. It voiced concern particularly for the population in areas vrhieh were
affected by military conflict s and in which foreign military forces ,,,ere operating,
a s for instance in Afghanistan and Cambodia.

Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras,
Paraguay, Peru, United States of America, Uru~uay, Venezuela.

Algeria, Angola, Australia, Austria, DHhrain, Belc;i urn, Benin,
Bulgaria, B-J.runc1i, Byeloruss ian SSH, Cape Vercle, Cuha) Cy))rus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People I s Hepublic of Korea, Democratic
Yemen, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, German Democratic Republic,
Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland,
Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, 10.0 People's Democratic
Republic> Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxemhourg, j'iIadagascar,
Mongolia, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norvray, Poland,
Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, SVleden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet Social ist Hepublics,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
Renublic of Tanzania Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe.- ,

Ec_rc2.dofl, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Fij i, France, Gabon, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Ghana, Haiti, India, Israel, Ivory C02st, Japan,
lesotho, Malawi, Mal:lysia, Maldives, Mexico, ~1orocco, Niger,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Philippines)
Portutjal, RVlEmdo., Senegal, 3pain, Sri Lanka, f3udan, Surinarr:e,
Swaziland, Swi tzerl:md, Thailand, Tof,o, rrrinidad and Tobago,
Turkey, United Repuclic of Cameroon, Upper ValVe, Zaire.

Abstaining:

In favour:

Against:

297. The delegation of Nicaragua stated subsequently that, had it been present at
the time of the vote, it vlould have voted in favour of the draft resolut ion.

296. Statements in explanation of' their votes on the same draft resolution vrere
made by the delegations of Argentina, Guatemala, Haiti and Lesotho.

295. The delegation of Paraguay stated that it had voted against the draft
resolution entitled lISituation of women in Chile ll because, in its opinion, the
Conference vras not competent to deal with the subject-matter of the resolution and
because of Paraguay's constant respect for the principle of non-intervention in
the internal affairs of States.

298. At the same meeting the Conference adopted by a roll-call vote of 55 votes to
11, with 46 abstentions, dra.:ft resolut ion XIII entitled "Situation of women in
El Salvador l1 as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I
above, resolution 19). The result of the vote Has as follOVl:3:
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299. The delegation of Venezuela, in a statement explaining its vote against the
draft resolution entitled "The situation of the '\<Tomen in El Salvador", said that
Venezuela had demonstrated its attachment to the respect and promotion of human
rights in their political, economic, social, civil and cultural dimensions. In
keeping with its attitude and strictly within the context of the American continent,
the Government of Venezuela had expressed its sympathy and support for the efforts
made in El Salvador to institutionalize liberty and democracy and to establish a
climate of peace leading to the realization of those objectives. Venezuela
categorically condemned violence and terrorism of any kind that tended to prevent
the people of El Salvador from living in peace and freedom. A long period of
oppression and social injustice and also the interference of outside interests
were the causes of machinations to frustrate the aspirations to peace, freedom and
social justice in El Salvador and attempts were being made to maintain earlier
forms of tyranny or to replace them by no less cruel ones. Venezuela condemned
acts of violence against women and children. young persons, adults and aged persons
in El Salvador as well as terrorism, kidnapping, murder and all other forms of
oppression and violence. The delegation of Venezuela had decided to vote against
the resolution because it regarded it as partial, limited, incomplete and
inaccurate in various of its provisions.

300. The delegation of Paraguay stated that it had voted against the resolution on
the grounds that its SUbject-matter was outside the competence of the Conference
and because Paraguay remained faithful to the principle of non-interference in the
domestic affairs of other states.

301. The delegation of Honduras stated that it had voted against the draft
resolution in keeping with the policy of Honduras of observing the principle of
non-intervention in the internal affairs of other States. In addition, this
delegation stated that the moment was not opportune for a decision of this nature,
inasmuch as a process of mediation was going on for the purpose of settling
disputes between Honduras and El Salvador.

302. Statements in explanation of vote on draft resolution XIII were made by the
delegations of Argentina, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Haiti and Uruguay. Subsequently
the delegation of Nicara~ua stated that, had it been present at the time of the
vote, it would have voted in favour of draft resolution XIII.

303. At the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote the
following draft resolutions recommended by the Second Committee:

Draft resolution XIV entitled "Control of illicit traffic in drugs"
(for the text see chap. I above 9 resolution 20)

Draft resolution YJ1 entitled "StrenGthening the women's prograrrunes and
appointment of women in the secretariat of the regional commissions and
agencies of the United Nations" (for the text see chap. I above ~

resolution 21)

Draft resolution XVI entitled "Co-ordination of status of women's issues
within the United Nations system" (for the text see chap. I above ~

resolution 22)

Draft resolution XVII entitled "Question of missing and disappeared persons"
(for the text see chap. I above, resolution 23)
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Draft resolution XVIII entitled 'IHomen in the United Nations Secretariat 11

(for the text see chap. I above, resolution 24)

Draft resolution XIX entitled "International Drinking Vater Supply and
Sanitation Decade" (for the text see chap. I above. resolution 25).

3040 The delegation of Argentina made a statement concerning the resolution
entitled !1Q,uestion of missing and disappeared persons Ii 0

3050 At the same meeting the Confel·:nce adopted by 65 votes to none, with 42
abstentions, draft resolution XX entitled r10n the :right of all countries to seek
development assistance from any and all sources, f:ree from threats and attacks~!

(for the text see chap. I, resolution 26).

306. The delegation of China stated that it had not participated in the vote 0 The
Chinese Government consistently supported developing countries in seeking economic
aid that would contribute to the development of ~heir national economy 3 while
safeguarding their national independence and sovereignty and free from all threats.
However, it opposed the provision of assistance ~o individual States, that were
now engaged in external aggression and expansion which threatened regional security
and international peace, because numerous facts demonstrated that such assistance
had been used to wage aggressive wars. In view of the ambiguity of the proposal,
the Chinese delegation had not participated in the vote 0

3070 At the same meet ing the Conference adopted by a roll-call vote of 51 votes to
10 3 \.,rith 38 abstentions. draft resolution XXI entitled flAssistance to Sahrawi
women[1 as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I l

resolution 34). The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Angola 9 Argentina 9 Australia, Austria, Barbados, Benin,
Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde~

Congo, Costa Rica l CUba, Czechoslovakia. Democratic People's
Republic of Korea 9 Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana" Greece, Grenada, Guyana? Hungary, India,
Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab
Jmnahiriya, Madagascar, Mexico~ Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Rwanda, Seychelles, Suriname, Syrian
Arab Republic 3 Trinidad and Toba~o9 Ukrainian SSR, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United RepUblic of Tanzania,
Viet Nam, Yu~oslavia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Against: Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Morocco 9 Ni~er, Senegal, Tunisia,
United Republic of Cameroon, United States of America and Zaire.

Abstainin~: Belgium, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany 9 Federal Republic of,
Guatemala, Iceland 3 Ireland, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Luxembourp,o
Malaysia, Maldives, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Papua New
Guinea, Paraguay 9 Peru, Philippines ,. Portugal, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom,
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay and Venezuelao

308. The Chinese delegation stated that it had abstained in the vote on draft
resolution XXI because the Government of China had always maintained that the
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disputes between third world countries should be settled through peaceful
ne~otiations. For this reason o the Chinese dele~ation sincerely hoped that the
countries concerned in the ~uestion of Western Sahara would put unity first and
resolve the differences in a reasonable way throu~h dialogue and patient
negotiations.

309. 'Ihe delep;ation of Guinea stated that it had voted ar;ainst the draft resolution
because, in its opinion, the Conference was not competent to deal with the subject
matter, which Has beinrs considered by the Heads of State and Government of
African States.

310. The delegation of Pakistan stated that it had voted in favour of the draft
resolution as an earnest of its support for the principle of self-determination.
At the same time 9 it stressed that Paldstan did not associate it self with any
implicit condemnation of Morocco that might be present in any part of the
resolution.

311. The delegation of Ivory Coast, referring to the resolution concerning
assistance to Sahrawi women 9 stated that the question of VTestern Sahara was under
consideration in the Organization of African Unity., a committee of which had been
specifically entrusted with the task of findin~ a solution to the question.
Accordingly, the delegation of Ivory Coast considered the Conference was not
comptetent to deal with any aspect of the question and had voted against the
draft resolution, without prejudice to the position of Ivory Coast with respect
to the substance of the problem.

312. The delegation of the United Republic of Cameroon stated that it had voted
against the draft resolution because the subject-matter was at the moment under
consideration by a committee of the Organization of African Unity of which the
President of the United Republic of Cameroon was a member. Accordingly, this
delegation considered that the problem should find a regional African solution.

313. The delegation of Senep,al stated that it had cast a nerr,ative vote on the
draft resolution because it considered that the subject-matt,er was not within the
competence of the Conference. In its opinion Cl the question of Hestern Sahara was
an African one. This delesation "TaS astonished to note that" deST)ite the appeal
of the OAU to the international community to refrain from takinn; any action with
respect to the ~lestion" nevertheless a number of African countries had been a
party to the draftinr; of the resolution just adopted. The deler;ation of Senegal
considered that the resolution was of a political rather than a humanitarian
nature.

314. The delegation of l'Ji~er stated that its vote ap;ainst the draft resolution
concerning assistance to Sahrmri ",omen was without prejudice to the position of
Nin;er in favour of the principle of l3elf-determination of peoples. It regretted
that the Conference had not hc-cded the ap-peal of the OAU that the international
community should refrain from any action trial; mir:ht hamper the\"orl~ of the
committee apDointed by the 01\1) to find a solution to the quest.ion of Hestern
Sahara"

315. 'rhe deler,ation of f!o1"Jcco st8tE'd that it had been reassured by the number of
deler;ation:3 vhich had VOi,I-,d on t),C "idc of rCQ:::on Qnd ob,iectivityo In its opinion,
tIlE' 1'e:::01 ution concerninr~ 1;ir:si"tancc to r:ahrQwi women was not within the competence
of the Con ference" the subjec:Lrrtat.ter Has at present lx:~inr; consid.ered by a
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committee appointe~ by the GAD. Morocco would continue to make efforts to restore
~eace ~nd concord In t~e JI1ap;hreb. t~orocco was Cl.etermined to safep;uard its
lntegrlty and was ~onvlnced that respect for international law and recourse to
peaceful settlement of disputes were the best means of ensuring peace and security
in all the regions of thp country.

316. In addition, at the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a
vote the followinf, draft resolutions recommended by the Second C;mmittee:

Draft resolution XXII entitled YlInternational assistance for the
reconstruction of l\Ticarar:;ua il (for the text see chap. I above,
resolution 35)

Draft resolution XXIII entitled \'Homen and development assistance
prognmunes 11 (for the text see chap. I above, re-solution 36)

Draft resolution l.'XIV entitled "Health and well-being of' the women
of the Pacific ll (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 37)

Draft resolution XXV entitled "The International Research and Traininp'
Institute for the Advancement of I·Jomen" (for the text see chap. I
above, resolution 38)

Draft resolution XXVI entitled "Establishment and strengtheninr; of
machinery for the integration of women in development

H
(for the

text see chap. I above, resolut ion 39)

Draft resolution XXVII entitled "Strengthening the role of the Commission
on the Status of "Homen tl (for the text see ehap. I above J resolution 41)

Draft resolution XXVIII entitled IIUomen and nutritional self-sufficiency
l1

(for the text see chQl)' I above, resolution 41)

Draft resolution XXIX entitled "Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade for Homen;? (for the text see chap. I above; resolution l~2)

Draft resolution XXXI entitled iJExploitation o:f the prostitution of others
and traffic in persons" (for thetext see ch:W. I ~bove, resolution [13)

Draft resolution XXXIV entitled i";IIomen in agriculture and rural areas"
(for the text see chap. I above 0 resolution hlJ)

317. 'l'he delegation of Arr;entina made a statement concerninp; resolution [~O,

3113. '}'he Chinese delec;atiol1; referrinr; to the resolution entit1ed l111ealth and
1.rcll-beinf, of the women of the Pacific'l, stated that it fully understood the
concern of some Pacific countries for the health and welfare of the people and
Homen in nuclear zones. In May 198o, China had launched a vehicular rocket in the
Po cific with the purpose of developing science and technology, accelerat~ng the
:notlcrnization of the nation. enhancing its defensive ability .. and counterlnr: the
t.hreats of superpower hegemonism. The verdcu1ar rocket launched by China had not
been c'luipped' with a nuclear warhead and bad not caused pollution .
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319. The delegation of Jamaica, commenting on the resolution concerning
HExploitation of the prostitution of others and traffic in persons" expressed the
opinion that ~ as the Sixth United Nations Cone;ress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders was scheduled to open in Caracas on 25 August 1980,
there was insufficient time for the preparation of the l1concrete recommendations"
referred to in parae;raph 5 of the resolution.

320. Also at the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted by 63 votes to 4,
with 24 abstentions, draft resolution XXX entitled "Apartheid and women in S:JUth
Africa and Namibia" 0 as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text, see
chD..p. l, resolution 45).

321. The delegation of Botswana formulated reservations with respect to the
resolution just adopted.

322. At t)1e same meeting the Conference adopted by 63 votes to 2 9 with 30
abstentions. draft resolution XXXII entitled tiThe situation in Bolivia" as
recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above.
resolution 46).

323. The delegation of Peru expressed its profound concern about certain decisions
taken by the Conference -- of ·which the resolution concerning the situation in
Bolivia was an example - that dealt with the internal affairs of a number of
countries. In this delegation's opinion the principle of non-interference in the
domestic affairs of States should be scrupulously respected.

324. At the same meeting the Conference adopted by 92 votes to none. with 11
abstentions" draft resolution XXXIII entitled "Implementation of the goals of the
United Nations Decade for Women within the framework of the United Nations efforts
to achieve the New International Economic Order". as recommended by the Second
Committee (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 47).

325. Reservations with respect to this resolution were formulated by the delegation
of Luxembourg, on behalf of the States members of the European Community,. and by
the delegation of the United States of America.

326. Also at the 21st plenary meeting the Conference considered Part Three of the
draft Programme of Action as recownended by the Second Committee in its report
(A/CONF.94/L.22, annex I). The Rapporteur of the Committee drew attention to a
number of errors and omissions in the draft text .rhich should be rectified.

327. A separate vote having been requested on the parap;raph entitled "Assistance
to the Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories ". 9/
Conference adopted the paragraph by 76 votes to ~., with 24 abstentions.-

328. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the delegations of Canada,
Grenada, Guatemala and the United States of America.

21 This was para. 183A in the draft text prepared by the Second Committee.
In consequence of renumbering it became para. 244 in the final version of the
Programme of Action.
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329. The delegation of Israel stated that it had voted against the paragraph,
including its title ~ because the text contained a number of objectionable elements.
The fact was that the Palestinian women referred to in the paragraph enj oyed a
higher standard of living and better health and educational facilities than ever
before. Besides ~ the suggestion that humanitarian assistance should be provided
in consultation and co-operation with the Palestine Liberation Organization was
inadmissible.

330. The delegations of Indonesia and Mauritania stated that, had they been
present at the time of the vote, they would have voted in favour of the paragraph.

331. The Conference thereupon adopted Part Three of the d.raft Programme of Action
for the second half of the United Nations Decade for ~"omen as recommended by the
Second Committee in its report (A/CONF .94/L.22, annex I). (For the text as
adopted see Part Three of the Programme of Action in ctap. I above).
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C. Report of the Committee of the vlliole

1. Organizational matters

332. The Conference at its 2nd plenary meeting on 15 July 1980, acting on a

recommendation of the pre~·Conference consultations, established a Committee of the
vmole to consider the Introduction and Chapters I and 11, entitled, respectively
"Historical perspective" and "Conceptual framework ii of the draft Programme of
Action contained in document A/CONF.94/22 and Corr.l, and to report to the plenary.

333. The Committee held four meetings. At its 1st meeting, held on 17 JUly 1980,
the ConMittee elected by acclamation the following officers:

Presiding Officer:

Deputy Presiding Officer,

Rapporteur ;

Ms. Ifigenia Martinez (Mexico)

Mr. Umayya Tukan (Jordan)

Ms. Inonge Lewanika (Zambia)
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334. In conncxion with its consideration of' the Introduction and Chapters I and n,
the Committee had before it the relevant part of the draft Programme of Action
(Part One) and written 8.llJendments contained in documents A/CONF.94/L.l, L.3 to L.18.
'These documents ,.,ere introduced by the Secretary~General of the Conference.

2. Consideration of the Introduction and Chapters I and 11
of the Draft Progrwmne of Action

335. At its 1st meeting the Committee decided to consider the matters within its
mandate in open-ended informal consultations. At these consultations a working
c;rol:f' i.,raS constituted, and this group held eight meetings under the co-ordination
of the Deputy Presiding Offic er. A text was prepared, entitled "Text arising from
inf"',rr..wl consultations chaired by the Deput;y Presiding Officer, Mr. Umayya Tukan,
eT the COllll1littee of the 1'!hole on the Introc",~tion and Chapters I and 11 of the
Programme of Action for the Second "alf of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace" (A/CONF.9h/cujCRP.l and Md.1-8).

336. rDlis text Has presented to the Commi tteeby the Presiding Officer at its
2nd meeting on 25 July 1980.

337. J\.t its 3rcl Illeeting on 26 July 1980, the ('lffill1ittee adopted the following
par .rapt of that text: 1. 6, 7-10, 13-21, 23-29, 33, J4, 36-43.

V. ,\t iL; )-I-th meeting on 2(~1 July 1geO, the Deputy F"esiding Officer reported to
i Le' C0121mi t t t'e that the infol'mal \oTorking group had held thrpe meet ings at which
'Hi ag-d~d text had been prepared for the pending parae;ra:phs, with the exception of
r !'ag''l}Jl!s ;? and 5. The amended text was containc"i in document
:'/ C'Oli:·. 9£-1- /e1

) / CF;::-. 1/Add. 9 Clnd Add .10.

339. 1'1':,(: Cuwmittce adopted paragraphs 3, 11, 12 and 32, and nel'! paragraphs 6 (a),
31 (a), 31 (u), and 38 (a). 10/

In! In consequence of r\.nul!.LC':'iTl:'~, cr .. .r't r.·lnh';'~~' (: (a), 11, Ll, 31
(bT:' .'.:c' and 38 (a) became eventually T'aras. 3, L', 13,)2,.), 3), and

.:)( ':i vely,i n thc: frogramme of Act.ion as reproduced :Ul cha:. I above.
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340. The Committee recoIl'l.mendecl. to the Conference for adoption the texts set out in
the annex to its report (A(CONF.94(L.23 and Add.l) (for action by the Conference
see para. 3111 below). '

3. Recommendations of the Committee of the \'Thole

341. At the 21st plenary meeting of the Conference the Deputy Presiding Officer
of the Committee of the \'7hole introduced the report of the COl11.mittee
(A/CUII1F.94(L.23 and Add.l). He reported. that in the course of formal and informal
discussions the Committee had VTorked out agreed texts for most of the paragraphs
that were to constitute Part One of the future Progr~mne of Action. These texts
were recommended to the Conference for adoption. He further reported that the
COlUllli ttee had not been able to reach agreement on a text for pa~agraphs 2 and 5
of the introduction to Part One.

4. Action taken in -plenary on the re-port of the Committee of the T'TIole

342. At the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted vrithout a vote paragraphs 1
to 44 of Part One of the draft Proe;ramme of Action for the second half of the
United Nations Decade for Homen as recommended by the Committee of the I'Thole, ~..rith
the exception of para,graphs 2 and 5 (for the text a.s adopted see Part One of the
ProBra~mme of Action in chap. I above). ll/

3!~3. As regards paragraph 2, after some discussion the Deputy Presiding Officer
of the Committee of the Hl101e propos ed to the Conference for adoption the fol101dng
text:

f/ In 1975 ~ International "\'Tamen i s Year, a Vlorld Conference was held in
Mexico City vhich adopted the Horld Plan of Action for the United Nations
Decade for Homen: Equality, Development and Peace, 1976-1985~ and the
Declaration on the Equality of Homen and their Contribution to Development
and Peace. The principles and olJjectives proclaimed at the Nexico City
Conference for the Decade for Homen ~ Equality, Development and Peac e are
still relevant today and constitute the basis of action for the Decade.
They were further reaffirmed by a number of United Nations ree;ional, sectoral
and international meetings as well as by the social and economic
recolTrmendations of the Conference of Non-AliGned and Developing Countries on
The Hole of Homen in Development held in Bae;hc1ad in Hay 1979, which I"ere
endorsed by the sixth sU1llli1it of Heads of State and Government of
ITon Aliened Countries."

34L~. The Conference adopted this text for paragraph 2 by a roll-call vote of
89 votes to 7, with 23 abstentions (for the text see the Programme of Action in
chap. I above).. 1I1~e result of the vote "lvas as follows:

11/ In consequence of' renumberi n8, the paragraphs became paras. 1 to 4G
in th;'-t'inal version of the Programme of Action.
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In favour: Alg-=ria, Angola ~ Argentina, Bahrain Barbados Benin Bhutan
B'l' ""r~zl , BUlga~la, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR~ Cape Verde,
Chlna, Colombla, Congo, Costa Rica, CUba, Cyprus Czechoslovakia
D t' p , "emocra lC eople s Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen,
Ecuador, Egypt~ Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, German Democratic
RepUblic, Ghana~ Greece, Grenada~ Guinea Guyana Hungary
I

. , , ~

ndla, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica Jordan Kenya
Kuwait, Lao People I s Democratic RepUblic Lebanon L;sotho'. , , ,
Llbyan.Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico,
~~ngolla. Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal~ Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria
Oman, Pakist~n, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Portugal:
Qatar, Romanla, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Spain, Sri Lanka
Sudan~ Suriname~ Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet
Socialist RepUblics, Dni ted Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Cameroon, United RepUblic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Against: Australia, Canada, Israel, Paraguay, Peru, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America,

Abstaining: Austria, Belgium, Chile~ Denmark, Dominican RepUblic, Finland,
France, Germany~ Federal RepUblic of, Gllatemala, Holy See,
Iceland, Ireland. Italy~ Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Sweden~ Switzerland, Thailand, Upper Volta
and Uruguay.

345. In a statement explaining its vote against paragraph 2 as proposed, the
delec;ation of the United States of America stated that the efforts to achieve
consensus had not succeeded in producing a generally acceptable text for that
paragraph. Specifically ~ the United States delegation objected to certain
references in paragraph 2. 1'lliereas in 1975 in Mexico City the vlorld Plan of
Action had been adopted by consensus. the Declaration of Mexico had not; in fact,
many delegations, including that of the United States, had voted against the
Declaration. Similarly, the reference in paragraph 2 to the Baghdad Conference
,,'::~G not acceptable to the United States delegation, for like many other delegations
it could not subscribe to the recommendations of conferences at which it had not
been represented.

31.6. :30 far 8.5 paragraph 5 was concerned, the representative of India drew
at tent ion to a text ±'or that paragraph which his delegation had submitted earlier
(J!1 bc:half of the members of the Group of 77 (A/CONF .94/L. 3) and which he now
propcscc( to the Conference for adoption. The text read as follows:

I1,,;. Hi thout peace and stability there can be no development. Peace is
thus a I,re:requi si te to development. Moreover peace will not be lasting
',dthout development and the elimination of inequalities and discrimination
a~ Qll levels. Equality of participation in the development of friendly
rtc.lations and co-~ueration among States will contribute to the strengthening
:-1' -;-.eact:: to the de;elopment of women themselves and to equality of riGhts
,,1.. ~ll levels and in all spheres of life, as ,veIl as to the struggle to
'clir:.inate inmerialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, zionism, racism, racial
di scriminati;n, apartheid, hegemonism, and foreign occupation, domination
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and.opp~ession as well as full respect for the dignity of the peoples
~helr rlght to s~lf-determinatiou and independence without foreign
lnterference or lntervention and to promote guarantees of fundamental
freedoms and human rights."

and

In favour:

\
~

~47. The rep~esentative of Senegal expressed the opinion that the text did not
lnvolve ~n~ lssue of substance and hence that its adoption and the adoption of
the r:malulug paragraphs of the Draft Programme of Action required only a simple
majonty.

34b. The representative of Israel contested this view, and asked for a separate
vote on the word "zionism".

3ll.9. The delegation of Netherlands proposed that the Conference should decide by
u vote whether the text of paragraph 5 as proposed by India raised a question of
substance or one of procedure.

350. A procedural debate ens~Gd in the course of which the delegation of Egypt
moved the closure of the debate. The motion was carried.

351. The Conference then proceeded under rule 31, paragraph 3, of the rules of
procedure, to vote on the preliminary question - itself to be determined by a
simple majority - whether the text of paragraph 5 involved a matter of substance
or, as the representative of Senegal considered, one of procedure.

352. By 59 votes to 37, with 13 abstentions, the Conference decided that a matter
of procedure was involved.

353. On the motion of the representative of Senegal the Conference further
decided ty 69 votes to 24, with 25 abstentions, to vote first on paragraph 5 as a

whole.

354. The text of paragraph 5 as proposed by India was adopted by a roll-call ~ote
of 69 votes to 24, with 25 abstentions (for the text see the Programme of Actlon
in chap. I above). The result of the vote was as follows:

Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Benin; Brazil,
Bulgaria Burundi Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, Ch~na, Conr,o,

" 9 :bl' fCuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic People s Repu ~: 0

Korea Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, German Democratlc
Repubiic, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, In~ia, Indone~ia,
Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, ~a~ People s Democratlc .
Republic Lebanon Libyan Arab JamahlrlY~, Madagascar, If.alaysla,, ' .
Maldives, Mongolia, Morocco, MozambiQue, Nicaragua, Nlger,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Pola~d, Qatar, Rwan~a,
Senegal, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrlan Arab R~publlC~ .
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, Union ~f Sovlet SO:lallst
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republlc ~f Tanz~la,
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavla, Zambla

and Zimbabwe .

Against:
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Federal RepUblic of, Guatemala, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealar:d , No~way,
Paraauay Peru Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, Unlted Klngdo~ of
Grea~ Britain ~d Northern Ireland and United States of Amerlca.
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Abstaining; Barbados, Bhutan, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador~ Fiji~ Gabon, Ghana, Greece, Ivory Coast,
Jamaica, Lesotho, Mexico~ Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Spain,
Suriname, Swaziland, Thailand, Trinida.d and Tobago, United
Republic of Cameroon, Uruguay and Zaire.

355. Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
delegations of Japan, Bhutan, Israel, Ecuador, Colombia, Argentina, New Zealand,
Egypt) United States of America, Venezuela, Senegal, Australia, Gabon, Costa Rica,
Lw{embourg (on behalf of the States members of the European Community), Guatemala~

Upper Volta, Nepal, Switzerland, Dominican Republic and Nigeria.

356. The United States delegation, explaining its vote against paragraph 5, stated
that it categorically rejected the language in the paragraph which equated
"zionism" with such pejorative terms as liracism lY

, licolonialismVl and
!?neo-colonialism ff

• The delegation added that modern zionism was the movement that
had resulted in the founding of the State of Israel, a full Member of the United
Nations and respectful of human rights and the fundamental principles of
democracy. To equate zionism vith colonialism and imperialism was tantamount, in
a sense, to saying that the destruction of Israel was a prerequisite of peace and
a just settlement in the Middle East. The United States delegation stressed that
IsraelIs legitimacy and right to exist should not be questioned.

I

I

I
!

.t..bsi

356. The delegation of Venezuela stated that it reserved its position with respect
to the use of the term "zionism i; in paragraph 5 of the Programme of Action.

359. The deler;ation of Switzerland stated that it had voted against paragraph 5
of the Proe;ramme of Action because the use of the term "zionism l1 was unacceptable
to the Swiss Government in any document Whatsoever.

360. The delegations of IraQ and the Syrian Arab Republic made statements reserving
their position with respect to paragraph 5 because, although the text referred to
decisions on social and economic questions taken by the conference of non-aligned
countries, it did not refer to its decisions on political Questions.

357. The delegation of New Zealand stated that it had voted against paragraph 5
because it considered the use of the word "zionismll unacceptable in a document
which, this delegation had hoped, would concentrate on problems of fundamental
concern to women. In the opinion of the New Zealand delegation zionism could not
be eQuated with, for instance, racism or apartheid.
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Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin,
Bhutan, Brazil, BUlgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cape Verde, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,

In favour:

361. After having adopted the various parts of the draft Programme of Action for
the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women, as recommended by the
Co~~ittees, as well as paragraphs 2 and 5 as proDosed, respectively, by the Deputy
Presiding Officer of the Corrmittee of the Whole and by the delegation of India,
the Conference proceeded at its 21st plenary meet ins to consider the draft
Progran@e of Action as a whole. At that meeting it adopted the Programme of
Action as a whole by a roll-call vote of 9J.~ to 4, with 22 abst,entions (for the
text see chap. I above). The result of the vote was as follows:

~
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Cyprus: Czechoslovakia, Demoeratic Kampuchea, Democratic People r ::;

Republlc of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,;,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana,.
Greece. Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary. India, Indonesia, Iraq,
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan Kenya Kuwait Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon Lesotho Liby'an Arab' Jamahiriya, 5. =>

Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
MozambiQQe, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Papua Nevr Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania,
Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Spain, Sri Lanka Sudan, Suriname,
'. 'Swazlland, Syrlan Arab Republic, Trinidad and To"bago, Tunisia.

Turkey, Uganda, Ul\rainian Soviet Socialist RepUblic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, lnited Arab EmiTates, United Republic
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Ar,ainst: Australia, Canada, Israel, United States of America.

A~staining: AUGtria, Belgium. Chile, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Guatemala, Haly See, Iceland, Ireland l

Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay,
Peru l Sweden~ Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

362. Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation wi~h respect to the
Programme of Action as a whole were made or submitted by the delegations of the
United states of America, Canada, Denmark, Guatemala, New Zealand, Sweden,
Australia, Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations which
are members of the European Community), the United Kingdom, Norway, Portugal, Costa
Rica, Iceland, Syrian Arab Republic, Finland, Austria, Lesotho, Trinidad and Tobago,
Paraguay, Albania, China, Holy See, Turkey, Mozambique, Gabon, Dominican RepUblic,
Japan, Jordan, Switzerland and Federal Republic of Germany.

363. In a statement explaining its vote against the Programme of Action as a
whole, the delegation of the United States of America said it had come to
Capenhaf;en with high hopes and reasonable expectations. It had brought a number
of experts in order to participate in the discussion of substantive matters of
concern to the women of the entire world, and had been deteTmined to contribute
to the drafting of a programme of action that would deal realistically with the
conditions under which women were living and that would recOlmnend specific remedies
far improving those conditions, The United States delegation considered it
unfortunate and even tragic that those intentions had not been fulfilled and that
at the Conference the dynamism of the Programme of Action had been all but lost
in the din of political polemics in which women I s true interest in political affairs
had been ignored. The delegations of a few Member States had chosen to use the
Conference as a forum for venting international differences and had denied to
"Tamen a unique opportunity for dealing with their mm issues in -their own way and
had thus subjugated women in the name of ideological interests inappropriate to
the context of the Conference 0 Nothing of benefit to women or "to peac e in the
Middle East had veen achieved oy the intemperate attacks of certain delegations
ap-ainst Israel and the Camp David process. The United States delegation stated
that it was disappointed by the inability of the Conference to t:ranscend that
controversial issue, concentrating instead on matters of real concern to all women.
Despite this diGappointment, the United States delegation stated that it could
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discern some positive results and that the Government and the women of the United
States would continue to strive for the achievement of the objectives of the Decade
and in particular for the true and full equality of women throughout the world.

364. The Canadian delegation stated that it had cast a negative vote on paragraph 5
and also on paragraph 244 of the Programme of Action. It was therefore with
considerable disappointment that it had been placed in a position where it had no
choice but to vote against the Programme of Action as a whole.

365. The Canadian delegation stated that it had come to Copenhagen to contribute to
a programme of action that would advance the socia1 9 economic and political
position of women. It had come to declare its support for a programme of action
that would eradicate the universal imbalance of power existing between women and
men. Before the Conference, women in Canada had had high expectations and had
believed optimistically that the United Nations would agree to a programme of action
dealing with issues common to women around the world. They had thought that a
world programme of action could result in substantial changes in legislation 9

policies and programmes that would lead to recognition of women's contribution and
an end to their victimization.

366. The Canadian delegation considered that the fundamental purpose of the
Conference had been to deal with the inequalities between women and men, in all
nations~ and to propose a programme of action to eliminate them. In fact 9 what had
happened was that the Conference had been diverted from its fundamental purpose by
a relatively small number of delegations which apparently overlooked the importance
of the specific concerns of women. This diversion had begun in the first days of
the Conference with a series of amendments proposed by the delegation of India.
\'Thile they had contained a number of useful ideas relating to women and development
which Canada would have been prepared to negotiate in good faith 9 these amendments
had also contained certain political references 9 notably paragraph 5 calling for
the elimination of zionism 9 which were known to be totally unacceptable to Canada,
as well as to a good many other delegations. From the day when these amendments
had been circulated 9 the overwhelming focus of debate had been on these diversions.
Given the ludicrous spectacle witnessed at the final plenary meeting, it was no
wonder that the women who were present because of their commitment to ending
women's inequality had become disheartened by the Conference's failure to discuss
their concerns in a meaningful fashion.

367. The Canadian delegation stated that it had been quite prepared to deal
seriously with the question of Palestinian women. But it was fundamentally
disappointed when, rather than draw on the expertise of UNRWA, to which Canada was
a major contributor, or explore in a serious fashion inequalities between
Palestinians 9 men and women, the Conference had been limited to discussion of the
political framework of the Middle East question, a subject more properly and
capably discussed at the just concluded special session of the General Assembly.
Only a fraction of debating time at the Conference had been devoted to the key
political questions of concern to women: the restructuring of family
responsibilities' equal remuneration for work of equal value: an equal share in the
benefit s of economic development and in all deci sion·-making, among other issues.
The implementation of these clauses of the Programme of Action would amount to an
overturning of the old order in all nations.

368. The Canadian delegation supported major portions of the Programme of Action,
in partiCUlar those dealing with national machineries and the sub-themes - health,
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education and employment. The Programme envisaged a number of useful practical
measures, such as those relating to the employment of women in the United Nations
system. and the. integration of the :oncerns of women in policies and programmes of
the Unlted Natlons. Canada -would lncorporate these ideas in its national plan of
action and would continue to support the international measures in future United
Nations meetings. Canada also supported a number of sections designed to meet
the aspirations of developing countries for a more equitable global economic order
in .Thich .TOmen would occupy a position of equality with men. 'These undertakings
would help to guide Canada 9 s developmental efforts in a way responding directly to
the concerns of women.

369. The Canadian delegation stated o however, that it had been unable to concur in
the adoption of blatantly biased political references, nor could it sanction the
diversion of the Conference frcm its main objectives. Some speakers had preferred
the comfortable ring of global political platitudes to the unfamiliar an.d perhaps
threatening terrain of sexual ineQuality. The Conference had been treated to a
litany of catch-phrases and rhetoric used to obscure a realistic eX8Il1.ination of the
plight of women. In all, the results of the Conference were discouraging to those
women vTho believed in the necessity and propriety of prompt and effective
international action. These results fully merited the neeative vote cast by the
Canadian delegation to signal its strong disapproval of the mockery and farce which
the Conference had made of serious proposals to end women's inequality.

370. The Danish delegation stated that it had abstained in the vote on the draf't
Programme of Action as a whole, because it considered the reference in paragraph 5
to zionism as totally unacceptable, furthermore ~ while it certainly supported the
idea that assistance to Palestinian women should be provided to meet their social
and economic needs, there were formulations in paragraph 244 to which the Danish
deleeation could not subscribe. The delegation emphasized that its abstention had
no implications for Denmark's support for all the other parts of the Programme.
On the contrary, it was the view of the Danish Government that the overwhelming
part of the Proe;ramme, being action-oriented" represented a most valuable
contribution to the advancement of women all over the world. vTithin this framework"
the Danish Government would actively contribute to the implementation of the
Programme of Action for the rest of the Decade.

37L The delef];ation of Guatemala stated that it had been unable to vote in favour
of the Programme of Action as a whole because the Programme contained such terms
and expressions as :f zionism i1 that were inconsistent with the terms of reference of'
the Conference and also because paragraph 21f4 of the Programme relating to
Palestinian women contained expressions that reflected the Middle East conflict
rather than true concern with the education, health and employment of' Palest inian
.Tomen. The delegation of Guatemala regretted that the Conference had become the
scene of polemics regarding Israel and the Middle East. The consequence had been
that the issues in which this delegation -was principally interested~ like the
situation of rural women? working women and women in indigenous communities" had
been relegated to a secondary position.

372" The delegation of New Zealand stated that ~ but for its neeative vote on one
paragraph of the Programme of Action, it would have been able to support the
Programme as a whole, and indeed it believed that the Programme contained mUch that
was of value for women in New Zealand and in the world. In the light of certain
considerations, however" this delegation stated that it had been obliged to abstain
in the vote on the Progr8llJIIle as a whole. In the delegations I s opinion the
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Conference o whose central concern should have been with women, had not dealt
adequately with a nmaber of issues. In neGotiations concernin~ peace, equality
and development, humanity was denying itself the experience o sensitivity and vision
of half of its members in decision-making, planning and practical action. Economic
ore;anization by itself ,vas not responsible for the subordinate position of women
in development: it interacted with an ideology of sexual bias to create an aclverse
environment for all people. In addition even if the economic orsanization of
society changed, women everywhere would still have to confront the problems
associated with their functions as both mother and worker. The New Zealand
delega'cion added that it was fallacious to group "lwmen with the poor without
recocnizinc; the special vulnerability as \lomen. The delegation regretted that the
Conference had not dedicated itself to the elimination of all exploitative
r~lationships, particularly that bet"l.,een Plen and "omen"

3'T3o The SvJedish delee;ation stated that it had abstained in the vote on the
Pro~ramme of Action. The quest for equality between men and women, like the fiGht
against racial discrimination and §-"parth_~.9:.9 was of such vital importance that it
required the joint efforts of the whole world comraunity. It was most unfort~mate,

therefore, that clearly divisive issues had been brou~ht into a progrffi@le of action
aimed at formine; the basis of future "I-rork in this field. A notion vrhich Has
unequivocally unacceptable to the SvJedish Government hEl.cL; to its deep re~ret, been
allowed to mar the work of the Conference from the very outset and had, in spite of
the pleEts of many delegations, been included in the text of the Programme. The
Swedish delegation had voted against para~raph 5 of the Programme of Action. The
Programnle of Action also included positions on another political question which
should preferably be dealt ,'Jith at the General Assembly. The Swedish delegation
had therefore abstained in the vote on 21arac;raph 24L~ of the Proe;ramme.

37L~. The SvJedish delegation added that it "lms discouraged to note an un"l;rillinc~ness

on the part of Governments to recognize fully that the oppression of women had
more and other causes which Governments could and must COITilllit themselves to tackle
iJllIllediately anc1 in parallel vrith efforts to brine; about a chan[';e in international
economic relations. It IJas disappointed to see that the Pror.ramme of Action did
not reflect such a firm canmit~ent on the part of Governmentso

375, The Nordic countries had actively contributed to the elaboration of the more
action-oriented parts of the Programme. These parts contained Bany valuable
elements, emich Sweden supported. The Svredish delegation stressed the firm
commitment of the S\vedish Government to continue to vJork towards equality in its
country on the basis of the actionc-oriented part of the Programme and its firm
desire to continue to co··operate within the United Nations and elsewhere in the
common struggle of women all over the world to promote the stated objectives of the
Conference: equality, development and peace,

376, The Australian deleGation stated that it had come to Copenhar;en to work in
co··operation ,lith others for the adoption of a practical action-·oriented Prosrarnme
of Action - a progranLme vrhich ,Iould mal,e a real contribution to raisinr~ the status
of women all over the ,wrld. This aim had been frustrated by a failure to agree
on cne issue: an issue it firmly believed should be dealt with in other forums of
the Uuited Nations 0 vlith the most profound disappointment ancl ref';ret the
Australian delegation had registered opposition to the Programme which lTaS

unacceptable for political reasons, The Australian deleGation rejected the
condemnation of zionism. written into Part One, It also rej ected lanc;uae;e in
paragraph 244 of Part rrl1Tee of the Pro[';ramme. It believed that it was possible to
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achieve a comprehensive just e.nd. IJ,c;tiJ1'" ·Je"'CP 1'11 t' , ~r" 11J I" t .' h T,·rou.-I ..';."
, .. 1_1 J -<.,;;. ~ i1(: 1.( (e '11:~ rrrJ C VI

as sure the security of all Ste,t es in that re:;ion ami pro"cj'de' -i'~;':Othe"ie n:it i"catc
riChts of the Palestinians c Efforts to achieve such f:I. peace. and thus ·to serve
the interests of all people and all,1-70men, in i;hp. rc,~;iol1, incluc1i:1,"; Palestir:d.8D
wmen" were cro..veJy hindered by nS,DJ.J1ulatHlrt such as those which 11<:.(1, led to tbese
amendments to the Programme,

377, ~he Av.stralian delegation recognized tho.,t th('~ sto:tus of "Jomen ,-TaG a -politic::=tl
~ues·~lon.with far-reachinG implications for social" economic and nolit;icai
lnstltu~10ns, B~lt women ~ s interest S 1wulcl only be aclvancecl if the expert ise of
those vTlth experlence and competence in a.reas of special concern to "U~~llJ.en \.,Tel'e

al~OI:recl to \'!Or1\: toc;ether in 8, spirit of mutual h1..1Hl'mitadc'.n co. ,o1)eJ"~l.i~i()D .> 'Ibis
sIllnt had manifested itself duril1:'T. the Conference o but [1,l8,s: oth'7.J" consideration.s
bad ultimately prevailed.. The delegation of Australia. addeD tl;at, j.tf3 nec;a:tive vote
on the Prou.;rnmme as n whole should not be construed as nep;ating the very many
valuable and constructive objectives it contains, Despite its' ClisaUDointment."
Australia did not intend to ignore the positive aspects of the Con:I~~;'el1ce. '
Australia had sisned the Convention on the E:liminat ion of All Forms o:f
Dis(;rimin~tion Ar;ainst Homen:, and intended to live up to to the st8.Ddards it set,
p.nd to ablde by the sJ)ir it in Fhi ch i t,;·o.s forI1ulat ee' 0

378. The Australian delegation stated that it had sponsored practical amendments
to the Programme; and a number of resolutions aimed at assisting women to overcome
special disadvantage. Initiatives to be taken in Australia would demonstrate that
country r S genuine concern and its will to make progress. The Australian delegation
expressed partiCUlar satisfaction with the national section of the Progranune. This
section sets out constructive measures that had comrnonality for all women, and
Australia intended to work for its implementation. It was also Australia's
intention to work for the implementation of the -practical and humanitarian
objectives set out in the regional and international sections of the Programme.
The Australian delegation joined with women and men of good'Ylill all over the world
who believed in the ideals and idealism of the United Nations Decade for Homen:
Equality, Development and Peace. It hoped that progress during the next f'1 ve years
would transcend the vresent disappointment.

379. The deleGation of Luxembourg ~ s;:eakinr; on 1)eha1f of' the States !"feElbers of' the
United Nations ~Thich are members of the Europee,D Community, stated that ·the nine
deler;ations concerned had come to Copenhagen in order to worlt in a co· ·operative
Sl)irit uith a view to reachinr, a consensus on the Programme of Action for the
second half of the United Nations Decade for Homen. In the li:3ht of the unc"loubted
proijress made c'.urinG the first half of the Decade they harl hoped that the Conference
,1Ould nake it possible t,o defin'e the objectives thgt ,-.could enable women -tCJ aspire
to a more equital)le status by 1985" J\.ccordinr:ly, ,"urine; the prepnratory phase of
the Conference these deleCQtions had endeavoured to contribute specifically and
effectively to the draftin,n: of the ProGramme of Action in order that it should deal
adenuately l-Tith the manifold }lroblems affectin,z 1-Tomen in part,icular ,-Thich needeC to
be solved if the [':00.1 of equality of "TOmen and men ,ra3 to be attainecL The
P;~orT8mrne of .Action as adon·ted contained many ,mrthvrhile proposals ano. sur'~"r;e3tion3

8,110 most of its parts were~ accepto..ble to the Sto..tes members of the CO!luilunity, It
uas all the more rec;retto.ble that it had been iJD90ssible to reach a consensus on
sub,iects that called for El. practical approach: as a consequence, the c1ele{';ations
concernecl had not been able to vote in l'aY011]" of the PTot,ramme, Sor'1e of' t,J"le
]lrov:i.L:ions of the Procramme 1-1121'12 excessively politicizeD. in t110..t they rei'erred to
·~ll·oblems extraneous to the Conference" For exeIJlnle" the reference to c:zionism\i in
~aral3raph 5 of the Programme "Has unacceptable 0 In addition the delegations of the



States members of the Community had formulated reservations with respect to
paragraphs 76 to 82. 87 and 241~ 0 The language of paragraph 241~ in particular did
not correspond to the position adopted by the recent conference of heads of State
or Government at Venice. In addition. the delegations concerned considered that
UNRUA ,ras the most appropriate channel for humanitarian assistance for Palestinian
,mmen,

380, The delegations of the States members of the European Community had noted with
regret the efrorts made throughout the Conference to use the Conference for the
purpose of obtainin~ decisions on questions of general policy which should
preferably be dealt with in other forums. They o_issociated themselves from these
attempts ~ lolhich had had the efrect of SUbordinating the problems truly affecting
women, The position which the nine member States of the Community would adopt in
other United Hat ions bodies with respect to issues of general policy wou.ld not be
prejudGed by "\-That had transpired at the Conference. notably as regards the problems
of disarmament, human rights and economic and financial questions.

381. Even though the delegations in question had abstained in the vote on the
ProGramme of Action as a whole on account of the elements unconnected with the
purposes of the Conference or the Decade, the parts of the Programme of Action th~

really concerned the problems of women both in developed and in developing
countries would serve as guidelines for the Governments of the countries concerned,
both nationally and at the Community level~ the policies both of the Community
and of the Governments of its member states had as their objectives the elimination
of all discrimination against women, the euarantee of equality of men and women in
all respects and the early integration of women in economic and social development.
Despite their disappointment with the inability of the Conference to reach a
consensus on the Programme of Action. the delegations of the States members of the
European COlmnunity remained faithful to the fundamental objectives of the ProgrMme
in so far as they genuinely and specifically concerned women,

382. The Norwegian delegation stated that it was with deep regret that it had
abstained in the vote on the Proeramme of Action as a whole, It had done so
because parae;raph 5 contained lane;uage that was unacceptable to Norway. The
introduction of the concept of zionism in that context was objectionable and wrong
and had destroyed the hope that it would be possible to adopt a Proe;ramme that was
acceptable to all deler;ations. Although the Norwegian delee;ation had reservations
also concernine; paraGraphs 2 and 244 1 they would not have prevented it from voting
in favour of the Pror.;ramme. Ravine; participated for two years in the preparations
for the Conference, the Norwer.;ian delee;ation deeply regretted that the hopes and
aspirations invested in the elaboration of the draft Programme had gradually
disappeared owing to the introduction of controversial political issues only
mare;inally relevant to the advancement of the cause of women, Ivithout those
extraneous elements '; the document miBht have contributed materially to the
proBressive removal of the dis crimination to which women all over the world were

subject.

383. The PortuGuese deler;ation stated that, it was ree;rettable that") despite the
President r s effort s to secure the unanimous adoption of the final documents of the
Conference elements which this delee;ation considered extraneous to the proceedings
had advers~ly affected the work of the Conference. The introdu~tion of politic~l
elements had made consensus impossible, The Portuguese delegatlon stated that lts
vote in favour of the Programme of Action should not be interpreted as an .
endorsement or the entire contents of the Proe;ramme, In particular? the delegatlon
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had voted against parae;raph 5 and had formulated reservations with respect to
certain other provisions of the ProGramme of Action,

381~. The delegation of Costa Rica stated that, like other dele['ations it had been
disturbed to note that political discussions~ in some cases in~olvinG'manifest
interference in the domestic affairs of certain countries, had ousted what should
have been the principal topics of the Conference. It would be sad if the only
conclusion to be drawn from the results of the Conference should be that the women
deleeates had not shown sufficient maturity to concentrate on the specific and
positive themes which should have dominated the Conference, If that was the ca8e~

the Conference would have disappointed the expectations placed in it by world
pUblic opinion, which had looked forward to the achievement of benefits for all
women without distinction as to race or political opinion, In the firm hope that
the ProGramme of Action would be effective in all its positive aspects~ the
dele~ation of Costa Rica had voted in favour of the Programme as a whole,

385, The delegation of Iceland stated that women from all over the world had come
to the Conference believing that its main aim was to improve the situation of
.TOmen and further equality ~ but had found that it had in fact been used as a forum
for a debate which had distracted the Conference from its main issue, For
instance~, the I-lOrd 'lequalityil had hardly been mentioned, The delec;ation of Iceland
doubted that women would find it worthwhile to attend a third conference of this
kind,

386. Although the dele~ation of Iceland considered almost all the elements of the
ProGramme of Action essential to the continued work towards the achievement of
equality between men and women~ especially so far as national tar~ets were
concerned 5 but also the international ones~ for the reasons mentioned it bad been
obliged to abstain in the vote on the Programme as a whole,

381. The delegation of Iceland noted with deep regret that for the second time,
first in Hexico City and a~ain in Copenha(!;en ~ EL United Nations conference on women
had been misused for political reasons and had concerned itself with questions
"Thich ought to be dealt with at the General Assembly. Divisive issues had been
introduced into a.n otherwi se fUlly acceptable and indeed valuable Programme of
Action to which most delegations had actively contributeo, The participants in
the Conference represented half of mankind and it would undoubtedly be a deep
disappointment to women that it had not proved possible to adopt the Pro~ramme of
Action by consensus.

388. The dele~ation of Finland deeply regretted that the Programme of Action for
the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women had not been adopted by
consensus, It appreciated the commendable efforts made to\vards reaching such a
consensus which would have ensured the effective implementation of the Progr~®e

in all countries.

389. The Finnish delegation stated that its negative vote on paragraph 5 and its
abstention on paragraph 2 were based on Finland's well-kno,m rejection of the
equation of zionism with racism, As a consequence, the delegation had abstained
in the vote on the entire Programme of Action. The Government of Finland he"d
throughout the preparations of the Conference emphasized the primary importance
of an actiono-oriented programme aimed at the attainment of equality between ,wmen
and men. The special needs of women merited particular attention as lon~ as women
remained a disadvantaged ~roup in many countries.

-203--



?-S'O. Th~ Finni,:;h dele:-;a.t:i"on fUlly endorsed the recoLunenclations concernin(!; action t
the i1atll)n:,,1~ lev~l contained in Part T,·!O of the Pro;'".:ran1Ille. It also supported thea
Tcccm~nendatlOns D1 Part Three ui th the exception of parasraDh 244 in tr t

1 " . t 1 " b J • ~ " le vo ,e on
,.rnen:- lac a. m::.:unet}, The text of the ProGramme and the varyinc; interpretations
r(~;'P."rd~n;: the re~sons :f01' prevailinc inequalities betwee;', women anc~ meD "~hoUlc1 not
'.wde:r,-ailc, the e:fforts to :-ceach the Decade 1 s obj ectives to whicll all vere committecL

""C)} T" "t11''' -C:''':",,-' .-.1' l ,,-,.,, L' "I • - ,,'-- C f ' ..
~ -", .,,- .L~,clL:,.l r.lC-,,,C .,ll.lOll S Vle,.r .. "ne ,011 erence hac, to a certaJ"l1 extent
,mr,ercssal'ily duplicated ti,e I·Tork '·/l1ich I·ms "Hithin the competence of the Cicmeral
Assenbly aad cyther United IJations bodies. The Finnish del:::n;ation stated that it
~roul":. ha.ve preferred a close concentration on the ir,lportant themes of the
Conf'erence, ,c::iven t.he limited tilDe Qvailable. It cons ic1ered that vomen and men
shoulc1.. particirate and fully share the responsibilities in all activities at the
intenlat ionf1,l c' n8.tioi.lal <:'n(~ family levels 0 Similarly, their concerns should be
tpl;:en inc.o ~1.cc:ount at all these levels., The Government of Finland. would continue
its i,,"od, for the themes of the United Nations Decade for Homen - equality.
development anc~ peac e··· durinc; the second half of the Decade 0

3C)2, The AusLi'irn delegation stated that up to the very le.st hour it had hoped.
and spared no e:ffort .. to ensure the adoption of the Proc;ramme of I\.ction. It vas
!n(::re than rli3"c.re'.;sed 'G~lG"t· because of' extraneous elements introc~uced .. it h8.c1. not
been aolc. to verve in J~2.v(.ur of the PrOSY8.l,mle. As a de;"10nstration of its keen and
D.C"C i \. C :interc;3t i"cl t.he Conference and in the Proc;ramme of Action) tlle Austrian
.-l.8J.'2c~(:>:t.inn hail I-lor]:ecl out sDecific proposalG and resolutions" and. h8d actively
~,:'r-(:.]Ci',)3,ted in the ,,1Or1, of the various COIn.nittees" The J\.ustrian Qelec;ation had
ccn'::' to Co:neni1e,,("en to vote for t.he Pror~rQmme of Action, Havinc: been compelled to
:.:'"cst::.i,,:1 in the vote 011 the 1;.hole Proc;rnmme of Action) it wished to make it clear
that Austria \-Jas cOlmnitted ·to the active implementation of the many action-oriented
1J8rts of' the Pl'or~rB:<nme and that it ",ould act in this sDirit.

30, The d.clei':ation of Parae;uay recretted that the Proc;ramme of Action had not been

arn1'ovc(! unanimously. 'I'his deleo;ation stated that it had abstained in the vote on
~,:le "?rO(~rCi1:lY'le DoS ::L \'Thole because c althouch it ar;reed Hith Fl8ny of its provisions,
Lt containcLl others that ,.rere not consistent \·rith the orir.;inal intention. This
l,oler:;cl."c.ion of Paraguay assumed confidently that the majority of deleGations bad
co::lc to the Conference in the hope that the three themes of the Decade n. equality,
dcv,~lO':,pent and peace -. \-Joulel be realizec' and vi th the intention of analyzing
problems aff2ct.in[~ ,Tonen and of elaboratinr; ne\-r plans respectinG the sulJthemes ..
l1ealth .. eoucation and emnloyment.. Hmrever: the Conference had departed from its
trut:' OlJ ciectives ouinc to the introduction of political issues ". :T1:1ile there vas
tt:ll.:: or :neace, provocative statements had c;iven rise to hatrecl' the ques·t for
equality '.ms :frustrated by evc:c greater differences: anD development still seemEd
a T8r-·off [':00.1. 'Plle delec;ation of Para,~;uay appealed to all delep.;ations to drop the
attitude 01' conlTonto.tion and to display more comprehension and a sense of balance
in t!~eir t1nrr,:.JC1ch to the': difficult prolJ1ems :Cacinc; hm'mnity.

3r~,):, 'rhe [lcler~at:ion of Alhnnio. stnted that i''l SOMe of the dGcwnents suhmitted to
th::::: C'()nLerenCt~.' the status anc~ ric;hts of vomen hac} not l1ccn treate<l. in realistic
t'.:·:-!'l~: . In it", oT'inion the division of labour between the sexes l,.·lQ.S not the cause
'.if' :i(!l;'lW.l.1i~~y bet"l,,'ct::n P011 ~~nrl ',Jomen the true cause '.{as the c1ivision of society
:ir;<.r., o',,-'-'re;:sors:Lnd onp:'essel: 0 A contribut;ory cause vas the existinr; 110rlo.
c:ii'l:,:'"tion i11 ,,\i:l:lCh tllC inoc:cialist super-pm·rors vere adoptinc; an ac;gressive course,
. "j-t~ ,·,"l.lC'T'C at D.Lime ,..rh~n military CX'lenditure vas risin['; and the armaments race
,,':'::'; roc,,~c(:lin:: ;;lnace, ~_t \{['S inconc;ruous to s--,eak of disarmament, detente and
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peace. In the Albanian delegation 1 s opinion the docUlue t d f
C

_ .n, 1 - n s prepare '01' the
~L:-_~:J-,c~_~e sho1.1 d have . refer~ed to the. ag;,':!;ressive l)olicies of the super.•nOTTers" the

ll(ll well 'JWates: the Sovlet Unlon and Chlna Lastly the Al'b .'. i 1 t'-· .
, IT' tt : tJ t . t ' . - 0 " arnaJ1 (e _e[';[1 -lon

1 ec,l e eeL 11'1. l had not been [':l ven sufficient opportu . t ' . 1'1 C., _. . nl y e'.urlnr, ,1e onf'erence
to ?xpress ltS VH2HS concerning the problems affecting '·Tom.cn ,vhich \·rere the centrFtl
tOlll c of the Conference,

')<) ')" 'rll.e Chinese ~elec;ation ste.ted that it supportec!. the Procramme of Acti.on .2:'; D.

\rhole. 1-I01-reve1' 0 l t felt that not. a~l thf2 :01'ovisions of the adopted Proc;rOtJljjl(2 of
fI.c tion "Tere cLpplicable to the 1l011cles of every sto.te, The dele[;ation of China
considered thR.t each State vras free to formulate practicable plans consistent ,·6th
its mm situation in accordance vi-ch its ovm specific conditions.

396. The delec;ation of the Holy See stated that it had been pleased to associate
it,self ,vitll the deliberations of the Conference, but it had been obliGed to abstain
from the vote on the ProgranJIDe of Action for a number of' reasons,

3()'T, First, 'i.Thile recoGnizing the il"!ll'Jortance of political consicleratiol1s and
economic structm'es and. priorities ,. it also felt that the stron~ emphasis on
socio-economic matters in the Conference had tended to distract att~ntion from the
full range of women 1 s roles, prerogatives and responsibilities, and from the valuable
contribut ions that '·Tomen made in many other areo,s to the \-Tclfare of hunan soci(~t.y"

398. Secondly 0 the dele(,;ation of the Holy ,see believed that too little attention
l1ac.l been [~iven to the family·· the basic social unit .. and to the important rol('c~

performed l)y 'i.-TOnen within the family unit. Ubile there Here many references to the
J"'m!lil:V' in the Proc;ramme of Action, there was no consistent or inteGral approach to
,\.rOJ'1ell Gnd faillily life, nor any attePl}Jt to harmonize vTomen 1 s roles ,·Tithin the i'cmily
'Hit.lI her ,·rider soc ial involvement s .'

]()9, 'l'hirdly., this c:'eleGation had reservE'.tions ,·ri th respect to Hany of the
rr:~ferences rer;ardinr; f8JiJily planning (paras. 104 (i), 146, 22!·8 (c)) vrhich t enr1eel
to overlook earlier United NRtions statements on the Butual responsibilities of
both husband and ,.rife in reGard to parenthood, and vrhich also opened the door to
the incliscriminate use of family planninG methods that violate human dignity

)100" Fourthly" many of the debates in the Conference had involved different anCl
sometimes opposing viewpoints on the part of various nations in ret3ar~ to politil.:fl
systems and economic theories 0 'l'he delegation of the Holy See recoc;m7ed that i!l-'lrl;!

or the cli fferences had been harmonized in the course of the Conference, lmt some
disac;reement.s remained" It did not vTish its abstention to be interprotl u as
acceptance or endorsement of one or the other viewpoints on these. clbpli"':d
questions. For as the delegation had indicated in its statement l~ L1J( ,::~ne~al ,,_
debate the Holv See ,.;as primarily interested in human values, et1ncal ,prlnclplf,o,
and il/a recognition of the spiritual dimension of the human person -le~Jale and,
:male _ all of vhi ch "rere pert inent to equality, development o.nd the attalnmen t of a

lastinf'; pen.ce,

1: lll. 'l'he delec;at ion of Turh.ey noted with genuine sorrovr and. disappointment th~t the
. .'. 1 d" f m n on a global scale hacl not been

nCl.jor lssues concernlng the vlta nee::; o. wo e .' ",',.. t" ,, f ccount of the polltlcal jJolarlL~d ..1011
ade'luately cli~;cussed durine; the Con erence on a ~." ',". ", f the Conference. At the Sc:IllC tlme ') h01,oTevEI .,
":,h, 2.t ho.d become the characterls'G1C o. t f om the developin'!
t
., t' 1 1 d"'ec' that the perslstent requessr· b

'lns aeleC;Q lon ac '~ow e u.I. _ ~ h Id be analyzed .. both as rego.ru;;
countries that the lnequallty of men and ,vomen s ou "
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the concept of sexism and as regards its relationship to the prevailing
international order~ were legitimate. Thus new aspirations represented a step
towards a new form of political maturity, even thouGh its excessive expression
had been unacceptable to some countries. In that respect the Conference marked an
historic turning point. The Turkish delegation considered that the bitterness
that had arisen owing to the lack of consensus on the Programme of Action should
not discourage those who believed in improvine the status of women. It hoped that
the challenging, progressive ideas embodied in the new Programme of Action would
make it possible durin~ the second half of the United Nations Decade for tJomen to
open up new frontiers for progress towards the liberation of women and lead to the
achievement of meaningful action·-oriented proj ects 0

1~02. The delegation of Mozambique stated that it was very pleased with the outcome
of the Conference and the adoption of a Plan of Action for the second half of the
United Nations Decade for Homen, as it considered that it was impossible to deal
with the problems of women in isolation from the political context. In its opinion
it was impossible to talk of education; health and employment without at the same
time referrine to the fundamental causes of the oppression from which women
suffered, which were notoriously also the fundamental causes of the oppression of
peoples. Accordingly, it was right that the Conference had discussed those
fundamental causes and had recommended humanitarian assistance and support for
women in their struggle against all forms of exploitation and oppression.

403. The delegation of Gabon stated that, even though it had abstained in the vote
on paragraph 5 of the Programme of Action because that paragraph contained the word
"zionism!! which, in the opinion of the Government of Gabon, could not be equated
with racism or a-partheid, it had voted in favour of the Programme of Action as a
whole because it made some concrete proposals. At the same time, the delegation
of Gabon had been disappointed by the political turn which had been given to the
debate by some delegations. Accordingly, it formulated reservations with respect
to all the political implications that might arise from the interpretation of
certain provisions of the Programme of Action.

404. The delegation of the Dominican Republic stated that it had supported the
Programme of Action because it contained a number of valuable sections favouring
development, equality and pGace. Nevertheless, it regretted that the Programme
also contained paragraph 5, in the vote on which the delegation of the Dominican
Republic had abstained. In this delegation 1 s opinion the Conference had been
overshadowed by powerfUl political forces that had distracted it from its true
purpose; to that extent, the Conference had disappointed the hopes of those who
had participated in its preparation. Although the Dominican Republic had
formulated reservations with respect to some of the paragraphs of the Programme of
Action, it would do everythin~ in its power to act in keeping with the ideas of
the United Nations Decade for Women.

405. The delegation of Japan stated that the way in which it had participated in
or voted at the Conference did not affect the basic position which the Government
of Japan had taken so far at the General Assembly and other relevant United
Nations conferences with regard to some concepts contained in the New International
Economic Order.

t~06. The delegation of Jordan stated that the controversy which had charact erized
the final plenary meeting of the Conference gave rise to certain reflexions.
First, fur so long as there were gross injustices in any part of the world" as in
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the Middle East, the prospects for progress in North-South negotiations would
remain poor. Secondly, the Jordanian delegation considered that the problems of
the developing countries could not be adequately dealt with by the adoption of
resolutions by majority votes. The Jordanian df'ler;ation had voted in favour of'. the
Progra.XJ1.me of Action as a whole, including paragraphs 2, 5 and 2411 c in keepin~ '!~th
its commitments under relevant General Assembly resolutions and ,vith the dec~S:::Lons

taken at the Arab summit conference held at Rabat in 1974, and l:Jecause it
considered that the Programme envisaged certain measures which it believed ~ were,
of great concern to the women of Jordan and indeed to the women of the world.

407. The delegation of Switzerland stated it profoundly regretted the failure of'
the efforts of conciliation that had been undertaken to save the consensus of the
Conference. It considered it disturbing that so much goodwill had been wasted.
The stakes had been very great: so many women and so many countries had invested
much effort in the Conference and its proceedings. The Swiss delega't ion expres sed
the hope that, despite the deploral:Jle debate that had taken place at the final
plenary meeting, the fruit of so much endeavour would not be lost.
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5. Reservations
With

specific paragraphs of the Programme of Action as
of separate votes were formulated by the
States participating in the Conference: With

and

With

With

Federal Republic of Germany

Federal Republic of Germany

Iran

Australia Belgium, Denmark, Federal Republic
of Gernnnyo Fr~nce, Ireland, Italy, JQp~n,

LuxeEbourc) N(;th"rlands, ]\fon,my; Portugal ~

Spain, Fnitec1 Kiwulon of Grertt Britain
and North(~rn IrclnnQ, ITnitc:d StCLt,-"S of
A::,el' ic ':,

408. Reservations with respect to
adopted that were not the subject
delee;ations of the undermentioned

With respect to paragraph 12:

With respect to paragraph 32:

''''ith respect to paragraph 57:

1hth respect to paragraphs 76
to 82:

With respect to paragraph 82:

With respect to paragraphs 83
to 91:

liJith respect to paragraph 83:

Hith respect to paragraph 87:

With respect to paragraph 104,
subparagraph (i):

with respect to paragraphs 118
and 119:

Guatemala, Israel, New Zealand

United states of i\merica

Sweden

Australia, Belgium, Denmark 3 Federal Republic
of Germany, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America

Holy See, PakistGn

United Kinrydom of Great Britain and Northern
Irel:md

With
248

With

409. The d
its POSiti,
considered
than those
paragraph
reference
reference
respect to

~ ~~~~:~~:rw
Federal Re
because,
had not r
of A arth

1Ii th respect to parCigr'lph 21
(ref~renc0 to Convention
::m ;".l,"t"'rnity protection):

With respect to paragraph 120:

Hith respect to paragraph 139:

With respect to paragraph 146:

f.ustrnlin

United States of America

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland

Argentina, Ecuador, Holy See~ Ireland,
Pakistan
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With respect to paragraph 163: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland

With respect to paragraphs 204 United States of America
and 205:

With respect to paragraph 242: Austria, Federal Republic of Germany, France,
Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland~ United States of America

With respect to paragraph 243: Australia, Austria~ Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, France, Federal Republic of Germany,
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal,
Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of
America 12/

With respect to paragraph Holy See
248 (d):

With respect to paragraph 274: Argentina

409. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that: (a) it reserved
its position with respect to paragraph 12 of the Programme of Action because it
considered that the reasons for discrimination against women were much more complex
than those indicated in the paragraph; (b) it reserved its position with respect to
paragraph 32 because in its opinion the paragraph should be more balanced: the
reference to "general and complete disarmament" should be supplemented by a
reference to "effective international contrOl"; (c) it reserved its position with
respect to paragraph 242 because that paragraph did not clearly exclude armed
struggle which the Federal Republic could not support and also because
non-governmental organizations were not subj ect to governmental control in the
Federal Republic; Cd) it reserved its position with respect to paragraph 243
because, for constitutional and other legal reasons, the Federal Republic of Germany
had not ratified the 1973 Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime
of Apartheid.

410. In addition this delegation stated that it was unable to accept formulations
which appeared in yarious passages of the Programme of Action relating to human
rights, international economic matters, disarmament and East/West relations.

411. The delegation of' Austria stated that it reserved its position with respect to
paragraph 242 for legal reasons only.

412. The delegation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, in
addition to expressing reservations to specific paragraphs, stated that it was

12/ These delegations stated that the reasons for their reservations to
paragraph 243 were those giYen at the time when the International Convention on the
Suppression of the Crime of Apartheid had been adopted by the General Assembly at
its twenty-eighth session.
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unable to accept formulations which appeared in a number of passages of the
Programme of Action relating to human rights, international economic matters,
disarmament and East/West relations.

1~13. The United States delegation stated that it reserved its position with respect
to the second sentence of paragraph 126 of the Programme of Action because it
believed that protective measures should not be used to remove the worker from
employment, but instead the hazard or harmful situation should be removed.

D. Action by the ConferEnce with respect to draft resolutions
cons idered 1·J"ithout reference to tl. Con.mittee

414. At the 21st plenary meeting on 30 July 1980 the Conference considered a draft
resolution concerning South African aggression against Angola, submitted by Niger
on behalf of a group of African States (A/CONF·. 94/L.25). In respcnse to an oral
suggestion, the sponsoring delegation deleted the word lIinternational" in the final
operative paragraph. The delegations of India and the USSR expressed support for
the draft resolution.

415. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft resolution as orally
amended by a roll-call vote of 100 in favour, none against, with 17 abstentions (for
the text see chap. I, resolution 32). The result of the voting was us fo~lows:

member of tl
early impler
"Was ready t(
group which
delegation 1

Organizatiol
the resolut:
have prefer:

417. The de.
serious pro
with the st
it had abst
could not a
this langua
with the to
have prefer

418. In a s
delegation
resolution
course of t
forum for d
of the Unit

In favour:

Against:

Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados,
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian
SSR, Cape Verde, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic
Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon,
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Italy,
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe,
Senegal, Seychelles, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden,
Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United RepUblic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania,
Upper Volta , Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe.

None.

419. Staten
Greece and

420. Also €

Algeria, AI
Congo, EgYI
Lesotho, LJ
Mozambique,
Swaziland,
Tanzania, 1
resolution
1985" (A/C(

421. The dl
discussion
point out·
the subjec·
that quest

422. The d

Abstaining: Canada, Dominican Republic, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Greece, Haiti, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, Paraguay, Peru,
Swaziland, Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay.

416. In a statement explaining its vote, the Australian delegation stated that it
had supported the draft resolution because it accepted its general thrust. As a
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member of the United Nations Council for Namibia, Australia looked forward to the
early implementation of United Nations proposals relating to Namibia. Austra1ia
was ready to provide an engineering contingent for the United Nations assistance
group which would be set up under those proposals. At the same time the Australian
delegation wished to note that it did not accept the South West African People's
Organization as the sole representative of the Namibian people, as the language of
the resolution just adopted might be taken to imply, and to state that it wou1d
have preferred the operative paragraph to be phrased in more measured terms.

417. The delegation of the Dominican Republic said that it was fully aware of the
serious problem of the countries of southern Africa and expressed its solidarity
with the struggle of the women of that area for their liberation. Nevertheless,
it had abstained in the vote on the draft resolution (A/CONF.94/L.25) because it
could not agree to the harsh language employed in some of the passages. Although
this language reflected the just sentiments of the sponsors, it was ou~ of keeping
with the tone of the Conference, and the delegation of the Dominican Re:Qublic would
have preferred other language.

418. In a statement explaining its non-participation in the vote, the Chilean
delegation stated that it was unable to support the draft
resolution (A/CONF.94/L.25) because, in keeping with its earlier remarks in the
course of the Conference, it considered that the Conference was not the appropriate
forum for dealing with matters that were under consideration in the General Assembly
of the United Nations.

419. statements in explanation of their votes wer~ made also by the delegations of
Greece and Peru.

420. Also at the 21st plenary meeting, the delegation of Kenya, on behalf of
Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Central African Republic,
Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Kenya,
Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi. Malaysia. Mali, Mauritania, Morocco,
Mozambique, Nigeria. Philippines, Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka 2 Sudan,
Swaziland, Toga, Tunisia, Uganda, United RepUblic of Cameroon, United Repub~ic of
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia, Zambia and Zimbabwe, introduced a dTaft
resolution entitled "Question of convening another world conference on women in
1985" (A/CONF.94/L.27).

421. The delegation of the USSR stated that, although not objecting to the
discussion of the draft resolution, or to its adoption by consensus, it wished to
point out that in its opinion it was premature to consider the question which was
the subject matter of the draft resolution and especially to take a decision on
that question.

422. The draft resolut ion was adopt ed (for the text see chap. I, re S olut ion 33).

E. Report of the Credentials Committee

423. At its 1st plenary meeting held on l4 July 1980 the Conference in accordance
with rule 4 of its rules of procedure, appointed a Credentials Committee composed
of the following States: Belgium, China, Congo, Ecuador, Pakistan, Panama, Senegal,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America.
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424. The Credentials Committee held one meeting on 24 July 1980.
Mr. Johan Verkercke (Belgium) was unanimously elected Presiding Officer of the
Committee.

425. The Committee noted from a memorandum submitted to it by the Secretary-General
of the Conference that as of 24 July 1980:

(a) 145 States were participating in the Conference;

(b) Credentials issued by the Head of State or Government or the Minister for
Foreign Affairs had been submitted, as provided for in rule 3 of the rules of
procedure, in respect of representatives of 120 participating States;

(c) The credentials of the representatives of seven participating States had
been communicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference in the form of cables
from the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the countries concerned;

(d) The credentials of the representatives of one participating State had
been communicated in a letter from that State's Minister for Culture and Social
Services;

(e) The representatives of 14 participating States had been designated in
letters, notes verbales or cables from authorities other than those mentioned in
rule 3 of the rules of 1roced~e, such as Permanent Missions to the United Nations
or other diplomatic missions of the States concerned;

(f) The appointment of the representatives of one State was communicated in
cables from the Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Programme
in the country concerned;

(g) From one State formal credentials issued by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs were received in respect of a specified person. However, before the receipt
of these credentials, that person had been accredited as the head of the delegation
of another State;

(h) From one participating State no designation of representatives had been
received at the time of the meeting of the Credentials Committee. 13/

426. In connexion with the memorandum by the Secretary-General of the Conference,
the Presiding Officer of the Committee proposed the following decision for the
approval of the Committee:

"The Credentials Committee:

1. Acce)ts the credentials of the 11.9 States referred to in
paragraph 3 (b above;

2. Accepts provisionn.lly the cOllDunicaticns referred to in
l:::1'2.]o.lJ11s 3 (c) (cl) (e) and (f) above, penclinr~ the receipt of the fcrnal
credenti:cls ',f the rCl'rcs,:,nto.tives cuncerne:l;

13/ After the necting of the: Creclcnt in.ls C:J:.,,,ittee? the Sccretary~G(;l1C:r2.l ,f
the Conference I¥O.S informed that representatives of one further State (Sw:loa) h"d
rerristered. Fornnl credentials were not, however, received frOD the authorities of..:>

that State.
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3. Takes no action at the present time on the credentials referred to in
paragraph 3 (g), pending the designation of a representative not already
accredited by another State;

4. Recommends that the representatives referred to in paragraph 3 (h)
above should continue to participate provisionally in accordance with rule 5
of the rules of procedure. !I

421_ Th: representative o~ the USSR stated that his delegation could not accept the
credent~als o~ all the participating delegations. He recalled that on 16 July 1980
a number of delegations had presented the following declaration to the Credentials
Committee: "The delegations of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the
People's Republic of Bulgaria, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the German
Democratic Republic, the Hungarian People's Republic, the Lao People's Democratic
Republic, the Mongolian People's Republic, the Polish People's Republic, the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
strongly protest against the presence at the Conference of persons claiming to be
the representatives of so-called Democratic Kampuchea, but in fact" representing no
one except the remnants of the criminal Pol Pot regime overthrown by the Kampuchean
people, and declare that they do not recognize the credentials submitted by those
persons as valid and demand their expulsion from the Conference. The only
legitimate representative of the Kampuchean people is the People's Revolutionary
Council of the People's RepUblic of Kampuchea and only the delegates appointed by it
can represent that country at international conferences and in international
forums. rl The representative of the USSR stated that in accordance with that
declaration he did not accept as valid the credentials presented in the name of
Democratic Kampuchea.

428. The representative of Senegal stated that the Committee's mandate was not to
give a ruling on the legitimacy of the authority which had issued the credentials.
but to determine whether the credentials conformed to rule 3 of the rules of
procedure.

429. The representative of the Congo requested the Presiding Officer to clarify the
implications of the fact that certain of the united Nations agencies had dealings
with the People's Revolutionary Council of the People's Republic of Kampuchea, and
she also asked about the legal basis ~or the presence of the delegation of
Democratic Kampuchea in the Conference. At the request of the Presiding Officer
the Legal Adviser explained that it was the practice of the United Nations to deal
with the authorities present in areas where the United Nations had activities and
programmes; this practice did not ~ however, imply recognition, as no ~s6ue of
recognition arose. The Legal Adviser further stated that the delegatlon of
Democratic Kampuchea was participating provisionally in the Conference on the s~e
basis as all other delegations i.n accordance with rule 5 of the rules of procedure.

430. The representa.tive of Pakistan commented that his country recognized the regime
of Democratic Kampuchea as the legal Government; it had been distur~ed by the use
of foreign military force in Kampuchea, while its support for the r~ght of the
representatives of Democratic Kampuchea in no way implie~ a condon~tion of the
excesses committed by the regime. He also stated that h~s de~egat~on ~ad 1

reservations concerning the credentials of the Afghan delegat1on. Pak~stan s
non-objection to the credentials of the Afghan rep:esen:a~ive~ should not .be
interpreted as constituting recognition of the rulJ.ng regJ.me 1n Ka.bul, Wh1Ch was
imposed on the Afghan people by foreign military forces.
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431. The representative of China stated that the thirty-fourth session of the
General Assembly had confirmed the legitimacy and validity of the delegation of
Democratic Kampuchea, and all subse~uent meetings within the United Nations had
taken the same position. The Government of Democratic Kampuchea was in its own
country resisting foreign invaders. The Heng Samrin regime was a puppet resting on
Vietnamese bayonets. It did not represent anyone. China supported the legitimate
right of Democratic Kampuchea to be represented. The slanders and distortions by
the Soviet Union were not worth refuting; she asked the representative of the
Soviet Union to respect the facts.

432. The representatives of China, the United States and Ecuador expressed support
for the proposal by the Presiding Officer, referred to in paragraph 426 above.

433. The Presiding Officer, speaking in his capacity as representative of Belgium,
referred to statements by the Belgian delegation reflected in the reports of the
Credentials Committees at the thirty-fourth session of the General Assembly and at
the Sixth Emergency Special Session of the General Assembly. He stated that the
Committee's task in examining the credentials was a technical one, and that the
acceptance of any delegation's credentials could not be construed as an approval of
the present or past policies of the countries concerned: the acceptance was
separate from diplomatic recognition. He further referred to the fact that earlier
in 1980 the Credentials Committee at the Sixth Emergency Special Session had
accepted, without a vote, all credentials, including those Qf the delegation of
Democratic Kampuchea. Lastly, he referred to General Assembly resolution 396 (V),
paragraph 3, which recommended that the attitude adopted by the Assembly concerning
credentials questions should be taken into account in other organs of the United
Nations.

434. The Presiding Officer assured all members of the Committee who had spoken that
their views would be reflected in the report of the Credentials Committee, and
asked whether on this understanding his proposal, referred to in paragraph 426
above, would be accertnble to all members of the Committee.

435. The representative of the USSR moved for a separate decision on the credentials
of the delegation of Democratic Kampuchea in accordance with rule 36 of the rules
of procedure. The motion having been opposed by other representatives, it was put
to vote. The representatives of the Congo, Panama and the USSR voted in favour of
the motion to have a separate decision; the representatives of Belgium, China,
Ecuador, Pakistan, Senegal and the United States of America voted against. The
motion thus was defeated.

436. The Presiding Officer then reverted to his proposal referred to in
paragraph 426 above which, at the request of the representatives of the Congo,
Panama and the USSR, was put to the vote. The representatives of Belgium, China,
Ecuador, Pakistan. Senegal and the United States of America voted in favour of the
proposal; the representatives of the Congo, Panama and the USSR voted against. The
proposal thus was adopted.

437. In explanation of their votes, the representatives of the Congo, Panama and
the USSR stated that they had voted against the proposal because - in view of the
Comoittee's rejection of their request for a separate vote on the credentials of
the delegation of Democratic Kampuchea - there was no alternative way in which they
could have expressed their rejection of those credentials. They did not object to
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the credentials of any other representative. The representative o~ the United
States stated in explanation of her vote in favour tha.t the vote had no implication
for the question of diplomatic recognition.

438. Upon the proposal of the Presiding Officer the Credentials Committee thereupon
decided to submit this report to the Conference for approval.

Recommendation of the Credentials Committee
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439. The Credentials Committee recommends to the Conference the adoption of the
following draft decision:

Credentials of the representatives to the Conference

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: EqualitYt
Development and Peace,

Approves the report of the Credentials Committee (A/CONF.94/L.24 and
Corr.l and 2).

Action in plenary on the report of the Credentials Committee

440. At the 19th plenary meeting on 29 July 1980, the Conference, having considered
the report of the Credentials Committee (A/CONF.94/L.24 and Corr.l and 2) and the
draft decision recommended by the Committee~ adopted the report as orally amended
and the draft decision (for the text see chap. I, decision).

oken that I
aDi I
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441. The representative of Cuba, on behalf of a group of delega.tions, and the
representative of the USSR, on behalf of another group of delegations, made
statements to the effect that they could not accept as valid the credentials
presented in the name of Democratic Kampuchea.

442. The representative of Iraq stated that he did not recognize as valid the
credentials submitted on behalf of the zionist entity occupying Palestine.
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Chapter VI

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE

443. The Rapporteur-General introduced the draft report of the Confere,ce
(A/CONF.94/L.20 and Add, 1-3) at the 20th plenary meeting on 30 July 1980.

444. The Conference considered chapters II, II! and IV of the draft report and
adopted them with certain amendments.

445. At the 21st plenary meeting the representative of Mexico introduced a draft
resolution (A/CONF.94/L.26) expressing the Conference's gratitude to the host
country.

446. The Conference adopted the draft resolution by acclamation (for the text of the
resolution see chap. I, resolution 48).

447. At the 21st plenary meeting on 30 July 1980 the Conference adopted the draft
report as a whole and authorized the Rapporteur-General to complete the report, in
conformity with the practice of the United Nations, with a view to its submission
to the General A:3sembly at the thirty-fifth session.

448. After the adoption of the report the delegation of Portugal, on behalf of
Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal and Sao Tome and
Principe, made a statement appealing to Member States and the Secretary-General of
the United Nations to support the adoption of Portuguese as an official language of
the United Nations and its agencies.

449. After statements had been made by the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs and by the Secretary-General of the Conference,
the President of the Conference made a closing statement and declared the Conference
closed.
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A/CONF.94/1

A/CONF .9L~/2 and Corr.l

A/CONF.94/3

A/CONF .94/4

A/CONF.94/5

A/CONF.94/6/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/6/Add.l

A/CONF.94/7/Rev.1
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Annotated list of questions

Provisional aGenda

Provisional rules of procedure

Orsanizational matters

Special measures of assistance to the
Palestinian woman: report adopted by the
regional preparatory meeting of the
Economic Conunission for Hestern Asia

The role of Homen in the strugf.;J.e for
liberation in ZimbabHe, Namibia and
South Africa: report of the
Secretary-General

Heasures of a.ssistance for vomen in
southern Africa: report of the
Secretary-General

Measures of assistance for women in
southern Africa: report of the
Secretary-General

The effects of apartheid on the status of
w~nen in South Africa and Namibia: report
of the Secretary-General

A/CONF.94/8/Rev.1 Review and evaluation of
in the implementation of
of Action: Employment:
Secretary-General

progress achieved
the World Plan
report of the

progress achieved
the World Plan of
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A/CONF. 91~ /9 and Corr.1

A/CONF.94/10 and Corr.l

A/CONF.94/11 and Corr.l

Review and. evaluation of
in the implementation of
Action: Health: report
Secretary-General

Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the Horld Plan of
Action: Education: report of the
Secretary-General

Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the 1Vorld Plan of
Action: National Machinery and Legislation:
report of the Secretary-General

-217-



S:W.E5?l.
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Add.l/Corr.l and 2
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A/CONF.94/l3 and Corr.l

A/CONF .91~/l5
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A/CONF.94/17 ~nd Corr.l

A/CONF.94/l8 and Corr,l

A/CONF.94/l9 and
Carr.l, 2 and 3
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Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the World Plan of
Action: descriptive list of national
machineries

Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the World Plan of
Acti.on: national planning. Note by the
Secretary-General

Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the v10rld Plan of
Action: Folitical Participation,
International Co-operation and the
Strengthening of International Peace:
report of the Secretary-General

Report of the seminar on the participation
of women in the economic evolution of the
ECE region: the economic role of women in
the ECE re~ion: report prepared by the
Economic Commission for Europe

Report of the Re~ional Preparatory Meeting
for the I'Jorld Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women, organized by the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific and held at New Delhi from
5 to 9 November 1979

Report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting
of the Economic Commission for Latin
America: report of the Second Regional
Conference on the Inter,ration of j.Tcmen into
the Economic and Social Development of
Latin America, held at Macuto, Venezuela,
from 12 to 16 November 1979
Report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting
of the United Nations Economic Commission
for Africa (Second Regional Conference for
the Integration of Ucmen in Development)

Report of the Re~ional Preparatory Meeting
of the Economic Commission for I'Testern
Asia; Regional Programme of Action for
Western Asia for the second half of the
United Nations Decade for Homen: Equality,
Development and Peace, 1901-1985

Recommendations relating to women and
development emerging from conferences held
under the auspices of the United Nations
or the specialized agencies: report of
the Secretary-General
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A/CONF.94/21 and Corr.l

A/CONF.94/22 and Corr.l and 2

A/CONF.94/23

A/CONF.94/24

A/CONF. 94 /25

A/CONF.94/26

A/CONF.94/27

A/CONF.94/2G

A/CONF.94/29

A/CONF.94/30

A/CONF.94/3l and Corr.l

Title

RevieioT of the activities of the
specialized a~encies and oreanizationo in
the United Nations system aimed n.t the
implementation of the objectives of the
United Nations Decade for Homen: Equality,
Development and Peace: report of the
Secretary-General

Effects of the Israeli occupat ion on
Palestinian "lvomen inside and outside the
occupied territories: social and economic
conditions of the Palestinian vomen:
report adopted by the ReGional Preparatory
Meeting of the Economic Commission for
Hestern Asia

Programme of Action for the ~econd Palf of
the United Nations Decade for I,romen:
Equality, Development and Peace: draft
adopted by the Preparatory Conunittee of
the Conference at its third session

Report of the Preparatory Committee 0 j' thE:
Horld Conference of the United Nati.on~; on
its third session

The situation of Homen refueees the 'World
over: report prepared by the United
Nations IIiCh Commissioner for Ref'U[~een

Review and evaluation of pro[\ress achieved
in the implementation of the i'lorld Plan of
Action: statistical abstract

TechnolOGical change and women workers:
the development of microelectronics:
report by a consultant

Information as a development resource for
the advancement of vomen: report prepared
by the secretariat of the ConferencE::

iromen in rural areas: report of the
Secretary-General of the Conference

The effects of science and technolor,y on
the employment of vomen: report of the
Secreta~r-General

Review and evaluation of pror.;ress made and
obstacles encountered at the national
level in attainiD~ the objectives of the
Vlorld Plan of Action: report by the
Secretariat

Review and evaluation of rr,lobaJ ancl
regional pro,n;rammes of the United ikltion:;
system (1975-1980): report by the
Secretariat
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A/CONF.94/33

A/CONF.94/L.l

A/C01IF .94/1.. 2 and Add.l

A!CONF.9h/L.3

AICON}' •94 /L. 4

A/CONF. 94./L. 5

A/com,'. 9t~/L. 6

A/CONF.9J.~/L.7

A/CONF.94/L.8
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Election of officers other than the
President: note by the Secretariat

Letter dated 21 July 1980 addressed to the
President of the Conference by the Head of
the delegation of Turkey

Amendments to the Draft Programme of
Action for the second half of the United
Nations Dec acle for 1',Tomen

Report of the Pre-Conference consultations
held at the Bella Center, Copenhagen

Draft rograrnme of lction for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for
\~men: amendments submitted by India

Idem: amendments submitted by
Czechoslovakia

Idem: supplementary comments from the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Idem: amendments submitted by Poland

Idem: amendments submitted by the German
Democratic Rer,ublic

Idem: aroenc1111ents submitteCl i:"

Ne'\-; Zealand

A/C

A/e
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L.2
Adc1
L.2

A/C
L.2
Cor
Add
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A/e

A/e

A/c
Ale

A/C

A/CONF.94/L.9 and
Corr.l, Spanish only

A/CONF.94/L.IO

A/CONF .94/L.11

A/CONF.94/L.12

A/CONF.94/L.13

A/conF .91~/L.14

A/CONF.94/L.15

A/COl-IF. 9t~/1.16

A/COtrri '. 9)~ /1 .17

A/Cmn'. 9t~ IL .18

A/Cm-IF.9)I/L.19

A/CONF. 91~/L.20

A/CONF.94/L.20/Add.l

Idem: amendments submitted by Austria

Idem: amendments submitted by BulGaria

Idem: amendments submitted by
the Netherlands Ale
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FinlB.nd, Iceland, Norway and Sweden A/C

Idem: amendments submitted by Australia A/C

Idem: amendments submitted by the United A/e
States of America

Idem: amendnlents submitted by Switzerland A/e

Idem: amendments submitted by Indonesia

Idem: amendment submitted by Canada A/I

Idem: amendments submitted by Mexico A/I

Draft report of the Conference

Idem: chapter 11 11./
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~: chapter III

Idem: chapter IV

Report of the First Committee
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amendments submitted "by Portugal

draft resolution SUbmitted by
Ecuador
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Report of the COD1.mittee of the Hhole
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Niger: draft resolution

Expression of thanks to the host country:
draft resolution submitted by Mexico

Question of convening another world
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Tunisia, Uc..;anda, United Republic of
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Upper Volta, Za.mbia and Zimbabwe
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Half of the Imited Nations Decade for
Women: amendments submitted by Cuba
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draft resolution submitted by
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amendments submitted by the United
States of America
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A/CONF.94/L.2l and Corr.l and 2 9
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A/CONF.

A/COJ\1F. '

A/CONF.

A/CONF .'

A/CONF.

A/CONF. ~

A/CONF. ~

Title---

amendments submitted to Section A
(paras. 39 to 89)

amendments submitted to Section B
(paras. 90 to 147)

amendments submitted to Section C
(paras. 148 to 152)

amendments submitted by Belgium

amendments submitted by Egypt

amendments submitted by Malaysia

amendments submitted by Denmark

amendments submitted by Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden

amendments submitted by Iceland

national targets and strategies for
women's inteGration and
participation in economic and
social development, ~ith special
emphasis on the subtheme
"Employment, Health and
Education ';. Draft resolution
submitted by Bangladesh, Barbados,
Ghana, Indonesia, Mexico, Papua
New Guinea, Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Tunisia and Yemen

Idem: promotion of equality in education.
Draft resolution submitted by
Austria

,§ymbol

A/CONF.94/c.l/L.9 ~:

A/CONF,94/c.l/L.IO Idem:

A/CONF.94/c.l/L.ll ~:

A/CODF.94/c.l/L.12 ~:

A/ CONF. 9L~ /C.l/L.13 Idem:

A/CONF.94/C.l/L.14 Idem:

A/CONF.94/c.l/L.15 Idem:

A/CONF.94/C.l/D.16 Idem:

A/CONF.94/c.l/L.17 Idem:

A/CONF. 9L~ /C.l/L.18 Idem:

A/CONF.94/C.l/L.19

A/CONF.94/c.l/L.20

A/CONF.94/c.l/L.21

A/CONF.94/C.l/L.22

A/CONF.94/c.l/L.23

A/C0I1F.94/c.l/L.24

Improving the situation of disabled women
of all ages: draft resolution submitted
by Argentina, Belgium, Federal Republic of
Germany, Italy, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Pakistan and Sweden

Migrant ,wmen: draft resolution submitted
by Italy

Necessity of fuller information on
national mchinery and legislation: draft
resolution submitted by BulBaria

Elderly women and economic security:
draft resolution submitted by Federal
Republic of Germany, Ireland and the
United states of America

Battered women and violence in the family:
draft resolution submitted by Australia,
Portugal and the United states of America
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A/CONF.

A/CONF.
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Women and education: draft resolution
submitted by Mexico

Homen and discrimination based on race:
draft resolution submitted by the United
States of America

Homen living in conditions of extreme
poverty: draft resolution submitted by
France

Vocational training for girls and women:
draft resolution submitted by France

Education of youne; WONen: draft
resolution SUbmitted by Cuba and Mexico

Situation in Bolivia: draft resolution
submitted by Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Dominican RepUblic, Ecuador, Nicaragua,
Panama, Spain, United States of America,
Venezuela and Yugoslavia

Review and evaluation of progress made in
the implementation of the World Plan of
Action at national level: draft
resolution submitted by Finland and S'Heden

Convention on the elimination of all forms
of discrimination against women: draft
resolution submitted by Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussion BSR, Colombia, Czechoslovakia,
Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic,
Ghana, Guinea, Hungary, Jamaica, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lcsotho,
Madagascar, Mongolia, Philippines, Poland,
Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Ukrainian SSR, Union of
Soviet Socialist RepUblics and Zambia

Report of the DraftinB Group of Committee I

Promotion of equality in education and
traininB: draft resolution submitted by
Austria, Cuba, Ecuador, France, Mexico and
Venezuela

Women and discrimination based on race:
draft resolution submitted by Ansola

Draft Programme of Action for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for
Uomen (AI CmTF •91~ 122 and Corr.l)
Amendments submitted by Cuba

Idem: amendments submitted by Indonesia

Idem: amendments submitted by Thailand

Idem: amendments submitted by Switzerland
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A/CONF.94/c.2/L.5/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.6

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.7

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.8

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.9/Rev.l

A/CO}W.94/c.2/L.10

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.ll

A/CONF.94/c.2/L,l2

A/COnF.94/c.2/L.l3

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.l4

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.15

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.l6

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.l7

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.l8

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.19

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.20

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.2l

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.22

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.23/Rev.l and
L.23/Corr.l

Title

Idem: amenfulents submitted by India

Idem: amendments submitted by the United
States of America

Idem: amendments submitted by
the Netherlands

Idem: amendments submitted by Aust.ria

The role of women in the preparation of
societies for life in peace: draft
resolution submitted by Argentina,
Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Colombia, Comoros,
the Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador,
Grenada, Guinea, Hungary, Indonesia,
Jamaica, Kenya, Madagascar, Mexico,
Moneolia, Panama, Philippines, Poland,
Togo, United Republic of Tanzania,
Venezuela and Zambia

Draft Programme of Action for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for
1-fomen: amendments submitted. by Bulgaria

Idem: amendments submitted by Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden

Idem: amendments submitted by Nepal

Idem: amendment submitted by Italy

Idem: amendments submitted by Australia,
Malaysia, the Philippines and
Thailand

Idem: amendment submitted by
Czechoslovakia

Idem: amendment submitted by Israel

Idem: amendment submitted by Malaysia

Idem: amendment submitted by New Zealand

Idem: amendments submitted by Algeria,
India, Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia

Idem: amendments submitted by Canada

Idem: amendments submitted by Iceland

Idem: amendments submitted by Portugal

Regional and international targets and
strategies, taking into account the
subtheme "employment, health and
education": draft resolution submitted by
Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican RepUblic,
Ecuador, Egypt, .Jamaica, Nicaragua,
Panama, Papua New Guinea and Venezuela
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A/CONF.94/C.2/L.24

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.25

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.26

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.27

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.28

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.29/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.30

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.31/Rev.l

Title

Intensification of drought control in the
Sahel: draft resolution submitted by
Cape Verde, Gambia, Mali, Mauritania,
Niger, Senegal and Upper Volta

Assistance to Lebanese women: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria (on
behalf of members of the League of Arab
States)

Women's participation in the strengthening
of international peace and security and in
the struggle against colonialism, racism,
racial discrimination, foreign aggression
and occupation and all forms of foreign
domination: draft resolution submitted
by Afghanistan, Benin, Bulgaria, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen,
Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic,
Grenada, Guyana, Madagas cal', Mongolia,
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Panama, Uganda,
Ukrainian SSR, Viet Nam, Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Improving the situation of disabled women
of all ages: draft resolution submitted
by Argentina, Germany, Federal Republic of
Italy, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the
Philippines, Sweden, United Kingdom and the
United States of America

Women in agriculture: draft resolution
submitted by Barbados, Grenada, Swaziland,
Zambia and Zimbabwe

Measures to eliminate the traffic in women
and the exploitation of prostitution:
draft resolution submitted by Dominican
Republic

Women refugees: draft resolution
submitted by Barbados, Dominican RepUblic,
France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Honduras, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Mali,
Peru, Somalia, United Republic of
Tanzania, the United States of America and
Upper Volta

Integrated approach to the health and
welfare of women: draft resolution
submitted by Australia, Germany, Federal
RepUblic of, Japan, Jamaica, Jordan,
Lesotho, Pakistan, the Philippines,
Thailand and Toga
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A/CONF.94/C.2/L.32

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.33

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.34

A!CONF.94/c.2/L.35

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.36

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.37

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.38

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.39/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.40

Title

Rural women's needs and concerns
throughout the world: draft resolution
submitted by Botswana, Egypt, Lesotho and
the United States of America

Implementation of the goals of the United
Nations Decade for Women within the
framewo~k of the United Nations efforts
to achieve the New International Economic
Order through the third United Nations
development decade: draft resolution
submitted by Algeria, Ghana, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Nigeria, Panama,
Sri Lanka, Venezuela t Yugoslavia, Zambia
and Zimbabwe

International Centre for Public
Enterprises in Developing Countries
(ICPE): draft resolution submitted by
Algeria, Ghana, Iraqt Jamaica, Sri Lanka,
Venezuela and Yugoslavia

Implementation of the objectives of the
Decade for Women "equality, development
and peace'! and the subthemes "employment,
health and education" within the
framework of the New International
Economic Order: draft resolution
submitted by Mexico and Venezuela

Participation of rural women in the
development process: draft resolution
submitted by Mexico

International Conference on Sanctions
against South Africa: d~aft resolution
submitted by Afghanistan, Angola, German
Democratic Republic, Mongolia,
Mozambique

Protection of family budgets against the
increase in hydrocarbon prices: draft
resolution sUbmitted by Peru

International legislation to prevent the
abandonment of families: draft resolution
submitted by Peru

Situation of women in Chile: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria, Cuba,
Grenada, Mexico and Yugoslavia
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A/CONF.94/c.2/L.4l/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.42/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.43

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.44 and Corr.l

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.45

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.46

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.47

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.48

Title

Situation of women in El Salvador: draft
resolution submitted by Cuba, Grenada. 'Nl.caragua

Harmonization of criminal laws to combat
drug traffic: draft resolution submitted
by Peru

Strengthening the women's programmes and
appointment of women in the secretariat
of the regional commissions and agencies
of the United Nations: draft resolution
submitted by Ghana, Guinea, Ira~, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Oman, United Arab Emirates
and United Republic of Cameroon

Co-ordination of status of women isaues
within the United Nations system: draft
resolution submitted by Australia, Norway
and the United States of America.

Disappeared persons: draft resolution
submitted by Australia, Canada, Costa
Rica, Cyprus, Ghana, Greece, Jamaica,
the Netherlands, and Senegal

Women in the United Nations Secretariat:
draft resolution submitted by Canada,
Jamaica, the Netherlands, New Zealand and
the United States of America

International drinking water supply and
sanitation Decade: draft resolution
submitted by Botswana, Costa Rica, Fiji,
Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Lesotho, Mali,
Mauritania, Nepal, the Philippines,
Tunisia and the United States of America

On the right of all countries to seek
development assistance from any and all
sources, free from threats and attacks:
draft resolution submitted by Angola,
Grenada, Iraq, Madagascar, Nicaragua and
Seychelles
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A/CONF.94/c.2/L.49 Assistance to Sahrawi women: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria, Angola,
Burundi, Cape Verde, Cuba, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Nicaragua, Viet Nam
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A/CONF.9~/c.2/L.50

A/CONF. 94/c.2/L. 5l/Rev.1

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.52

A/CONF.94jc.2/L.53

A/CONF.94jC.2/L.54

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.55/Rev.1

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.56

Title

International assistance for the
reconstruction of Nicaragua: draft
resolution submitted by Brazil, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Grenada, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama,
Peru and Venezuela

Women and development assistance
programmes: draft resolution sUbmitted
by Australia, Fiji, Ghana, Jamaica,
Lesotho, Papua New Guinea, the
Philippines, Samoa, Thailand, United
RepUblic of Tanzania

Health and well-being of the women of the
Pacific: draft resolution SUbmitted by
Fiji, Papua New Guinea, and Samoa

The International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women:
draft resolution submitted by Cuba,
Dominican RepUblic, France, Gabon,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast,
Mexico, Rwanda, United RepUblic of
Cameroon and Yugoslavia

Establishment and strengthening of
machinery for the integration of women
in development: draft resolution
submitted by Burundi, Congo, Gabon,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast,
Rwanda, Togo and United Republic of
Cameroon

Strengthening the role of the Commission
on the Status of Women: draft resolution
SUbmitted by Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus,
Gabon, Greece, Guinea, Indonesia, Ivory
Coast, Kenya, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Thailand, Togo,
Turkey, Venezuela, Zaire, Zambia and
Zimbabwe

Women and nutritional self-sufficiency:
draft resolution submitted by Gabon,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast,
Madagascar, Mali, Togo, United RepUblic
of Cameroon and Upper Volta
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A/CONF. 9~

A/CONF .9~

A/CONF. 9~

A/CONF .9~

A/CONF.9~

A/CONF.91
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Symbol

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.57

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.58/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.59/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.60

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.6l

A/CONF.94/c.2/L.62

A/CONF.911/CW/CRP.l and
Add.l, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
and A/CONF.94/cw/CRP.l and
Add.1-6/Corr.l

~£
Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade for Women: draft resolution
Bubmitted by Burundi Congo Gabon". "GUlnea, Guinea-Bissau Ivory Coast,
Niger, Rwnnda, senegai Togo, United. ,
Repubhc of Cameroon and Zambia

Apartheid and "TOmen in South Africa and
Namibia: draft resolution submitted by
Nigeria (on behalf of the African Group)

Exploit.ation of the prostitution of
others ~nd traffic in persons: draft
resolution submitted by Argentina, Costa
Rica, France, Holy See, the United
States of America and Zaire

The sit.uation of women refugees -the world
over: draft resolution submitted by
Algeria, Bangladesh, Cyprus, Iran l»

Japan, Jordan, Kuvrait, Maldives!l
Pakistan, Qatar, Somalia and Sudan

Implementation of the goals of' the
United Nations Decade for Ivomen within
the framework of the United Nations
effort.s to achieve the New Internatione.l
Economic Order through the third Uuited
Nations development decade: draft
resolution submitted by Alger~a,

Argentina, Ghana, Guinea, Mexico"
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zambia. and
Zimbabwe

\I]'omen in agriculture and rural areas:
draft resolution submitted by Barbados,
Botswana, Costa Rica, Cuba, Egypt ~

Ghana, Guy·ana, Haiti, Jamaica ~ Lesotho"
Mexico, Nicaragua, Surinarne" Trinidad
and Tobago, Zambia and Zimbabwe

Text arising from informal consultations
chaired by the Deputy Presiding Officer"
Mr. UmayYa Tukan, of the Committee of th
Whole on the Introduction and Chapters I
and 11 of the Programme of' Action f'or
the Second Half of the United Nations
Decade for Women : Equality, Development
and Peace
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Symb0J.

A/CONF.94/INF.l

A/CONF.94/INF.2 and Add.l

A/CONF.94/INF.3 and Add.l

Information documents

Title

Information for participants

National reports: list

List of participants
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I B. Background documents
:,j

'! 1- NATIONAL REPORTS
',1

I
';1 Country S;vnool ~..~

i Democratic Kampuchea A/CONF.94/NR/l 29 May 1980
! Colombia A/CONF.94/NR/2 15 May 1980

Israel A/CONF.94/NR/3 19 May 1980

{:!
Chile A/CONF.94/NR/4 19 May 1980

"~I Cuoa A/CONF.94/NR/5 19 May 1980
"!
I France A/CONF.94/NR/6 19 May 1980,

Jamaica A/CONF.94/NR/7/Rev.l 20 June 1980
Seychelles A/CONF.94/NR/8 19 May 1980
Bulgaria A/CONF.94/NR/9 21 May 1980
Japan A/CONF.94/NR/IO 23 May 1980
Canada A/CONF.94/NR/11 29 May 1980
India A/CONF.94/NR/12 29 May 1980
Indonesia A/CONF. 9!~/NR/13 29 May 1980
Tha.iland A/CONF.94/NR/14 4 June 1980
Venezu{"la A/CONF. 9!~/NR/15 5 Jun{" 1980
DominicRn Republic A/CONF.94/NR/16 5 June 1980
Guatemala A/CONF.94/NR/17 5 June 1980
Argentina A/CONF.94lNR/18 3 JunE' 1980
Panama A/CONF.94/NR/19 5 JunE' 1980
Poland A/CONF.94/NR/20 11 June 1980
Guinea A/CONF. 911/lIffi/21 12 JunE' 1980
Portugal A/CONF.94/NR/22 13 JunE' 1980
Viet Nam A/CONF.94/NR/23 19 JunE' 1980

J
Egypt A/CONF.94/NR/24 19 JunE" 1980
Malawi A/CONF.94/NR/25 19 JunE" 1980

1

Austria. A/CONF.94/NR/26 19 JunE" 1980
Philippines A/CONF.94/NR/27 20 June 1980
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland A/CONF.94/NR/28 25 JunE' 1980
fl

Byelorussian SSR A/CONF.94/NR/29 25 June 1980
Tunisia A/CONF.94/NR/30 26 JunE' 1980
Unit{"d States of America A/CONF.94/NR/31 26 June 1980
China A/CONF.94/NR/32 27 June 1980
new Zealand A/CONF.94/NR/33 27 June 1980
Iraq A/CONF.94/NR/34 22 July 1980
Australia A/CONF.94/NR/35 12 July 1980
Samoa A/CONF.94/NR/36 13 July 1980
Bhutan A/CONF.91,/NR/37 13 July 1980
Sri Lanlca A/CONF .9J.j. /NR/38 13 July 1980
Kuwait A/CONF.94/JlJR/39 13 JUly 1980
Guyana A/CONF.94/NR/40 13 July 1980
Malaysia A/CONF.94/NR/41 16 July 1980

i Sudan A/CONF.94/NR/42 14 July 1980
~ Barbados A/CONF.94/NR/43 15 July 1980
\1 EcuA.dor A/CONF . 9L~ /NR/44 15 July 1980,
j Nigeria A/CONF.94/NR/45 15 ,Tuly 1980

Oman A/CONF.94/NR/46 15 July 1980
Jordan A/CONF.94/NR/47 15 July 1980
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Country Symbol Date . Backgl

Swaziland A/CONF.94/NR/48 15 July 1980 c
l:

Sweden A/CONF;94/NR/49 18 July 1980
Norway A/CONF.94/NR/50 17 July 1980 A/COl
Pakistan A/CONF.94/NR/Sl 17 July 1980
Congo A/CONF.94/NR/S2 17 July 1980
Lebanon A/CONF.94/NR/S3 17 July 1980
Democratic Yemen A/CONF.94/NR/S4 18 July 1980
Greece A/CONF.94/NR/S5 21 July 1980 A/COr:.
Algeria A/CONF.94/NR/56 21 July 1980

i'Sj

Ivory Coast A/CONF.94/NR/S7 21 July 1980
Thailand A/CONF.94/NR/Sfl 21 July 1980 A/COli
United Arab Emirates A/CONF.94/NR!59 22 July 1980
Maldives A/CONF.94/NR/60 22 July 1980
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya A/CONF.94/NR/61 22 July 1980
Iran A/CONF.94!NR/62 23 July 1980 A/COFi
Italy A/CONF.94/NR/63 23 July 1980
Federal Republic

of Germany A/CONF.94/NR/64 25 July 1980
Spain A/CONF.94/NR/65 25 July 1980
German Democratic Republic A/CONF.94/NR/66 28 July 1980 A/CON
Kenya A/CONF.94/NR/67 29 July 1980
Ireland A/CONF.94/NR/68 29 July 1980

A/CON

A/CON

A/CON

A/CON

A/CON

A/CON

A/COli

A/COli

A/cm
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~1i Background papers
i

Symbol Title

I
't

\
i

A/CONF.94/BP.l

A/CONF. 94/BP. 2

A/CONF.94/BP.3

A/CONF.94/BP.4

A/CONF.94/BP.5

A/CONF.94/BP.6

A/CONF.94/BP.7

A/CONF.94/BP.8

A/CONF.94/BP.9/Rev.l

A/CONF.94/BP.10

A/CONF.94/BP.ll

A/CONF.94/BP.12

A/CONF.94/BP.13

A/CONF.94/BP.14

United Nations Industrial Development Organization:
Preparato:r-y Meeting on the Role of Women in
Industrialization in Developing Countries,
Vienna, Austria, 6-10 November 1978

World Health Organization: Health and the status of
women

Depa:r-tment of Technical Co-operation for Development:
review of' past and planned activities in implementation
of the World Plan of Action

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations:
Programme of Action of the World Conference on Agrarian
Reform and Rural Development: integration of' women in
rural development

The contribution of the World Food Programme to the
United Nations Decade for Women

International Labour Organisation: measures taken to
implement the programme of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace

Lusaka Declaration of the Commonwealth on Racism and
Racial Prejudice

Report by the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research

Seminar on traditional practices affecting the health
of women and children: report prepared by the World
Health Organization

International Seminar on Women and the Media, United
Nations, New York, 20-23 May 1980

Review of past and planned activities in implementation
of the World Plan of Action: Report prepared by the
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Children I s Fund: women, children and
development

United Nations Fund for Population Activities: UNFPA
policies and programmes in the field of women, population
and development

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization: the school education of girls
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Summary report of the Montreal and Helsinki seminars
on women and apartheid

The Voluntary Fund of the United Nations Decade for
Women: report of the Secretary-General

The effects of a~artheid on the employment of women
in South Africa and a history of the role of women in
the trade unions

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the influence of
the mass communications media on attitudes towards the
roles of women and men in present-day society

Submis

A/CONF

A/CONF

A/CONF

\, '~I

A/CONF

A/CONE

A/CONF

A/CONE

A/CONI

Title

Recognizing the "invisible" women in
the World Bank's experience

Summary of action-oriented assessment of rural women's
participation in development: prepared by the United
Nations Development Programme

World Bank:
development:

A/CONF.94/BP.18

Symbol

A/CONF. 94/BP .19

A/COf.F. 94 /BP .17

A/CONF. 94/BP .16

A/CONF. 94/:BP .15

DP/453

A/CONI

A/CONI

A/CONl

A/CON]

A/CONl

A/CON]

A/CON

A/CON:

A/CON
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Submissions by non-governmental organizations

n

f
ohe

1
)
\

A/CONF.94/NGO/l

A/CONF.94/NGO/2

A/CONF.94/NGO/3

A/CONF.94/NGo/4

A/CONF.94/NGO/5

A/CONF/94/NGO/6

A/CONF •94 /NGO 17

A/CONF.94/NGO/8

A/CONF.94/NGO/9

A/CONF.94/NGO/IO

A/CONF.94/NGO/ll

A/CONF •94 /NGO /12

A/CONF.94/NGO/13

A/CONF.94/NGO/14

A/CONF.94/NGO/15

A/CONF.94/NGO/16

A/CONF.94/NGO/17

International Association of Religious Freedom
"Challenging Patriarchal Vision"

Associated Country-Women of the World
"Statement to the World Conference"

International Council of Nurses
"Statement on Women and Health"

International Federation of Business and Professional Women
"Preparing for the 80's"

Medical Women's International Association
"Statement for the WCUNDW: Equality, Development and Peace"

Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia Women's Association
"Statement to the World Conference on the WCUNDW"

International Federation of Business and Professional Women
"Statement to the 1980 WCUNDW, Copenhagen, July 1980"

St. Joan' s International Alliance
"Statement for circulation at the WCUNDW: Equality,
Development and Peace"

Lutheran World Federation
"Address to the WCUNDW"

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
"Statement on the Employment of Women"

Baha'i International Community
"The Integration of Women in Development"

Friends World Committee for Consultation
"Statement by Friends World Committee for Consultation 11

International Movement A.T.D. Fourth World
"Women of the 4th World"

International League for Human Rights
"Statement for WCUNDW by International League for Human
Rights"

International Council on Alcohol and Addictions
I1Women and Addiction"

Christian Peace Conference
"Statement to the WCUNDW"

European Union of Women
"Statement to the World Conference of Women of the United
Nations in Copenhagen, 1980"
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Submissions by non-governmental organizations (continued) Submi~

A!CONF.94/NGO/18

A/CONF.94/NGO/19

A!CONF.94/NGO/20

A/CONF.94/NGO/2l

A/CONF.94/NGO/22

A/CONF,94/NGO/23

A/CONF.94/NGO/24

A!CONF.94/NGO/25

A!COr{F.94jNGO/26

A/CONF.94/NGO/21

A/CONF.94/NGO/28

A!CONF.94!NGO/29

A!CONF.94/NGO/3 0

A/CO~~.94jNGO(31

International Alliance of Women
"Review and Appraisal of' IA~'J Regional Seminars and
Follow-up Proj ects 1912-19'79"

Open Door International
"Decennie des Nations Unies Pour la Femme"

International Council of Jewish Women
"The Condition of Palestinian Arab 1oJomen in the
Administered Territories"

International Federation of University Women
"Continuing (Life-long) Education"

Women's International Democratic Federation
"Memo on Implementation of the World Plan of Action to
realize the Aims of the Int ernational \'Tomen' s Year"

International Union of Students
"Equality - Development - Peace"

International Planned Parenthood Federation
"Statement to the WCUND"T: Equality 9 Development and Peace 
Copenhagen, July 1980"

World Federation of United Nations Associations
(IEducation for Peace against the Arms Race"

World Jewish ConE,ress
"Integration of Family V.cdicine into University Teaching
Hospital in Israel: A pilot Project"

Catholic International Education
IVMessage to the World Conference for the second half of the
United Nations Decade for Women lY

Soroptimist International
"Statement to the WCUNDWII

International Federation on Ageing
liThe Status of Older Women in Society - an Internal
Perspective"

International Federation of Agricultural Producers
IlStatement to the v.TCUNDW~ Copenhagen, 14-30 July 198011

Internaticnal Society for Corr~unity Development
"Homen and Community Development 11

International Council of Women
"Statement to the WCUNDW ~ Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980"
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A/CONE

A/CONE
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A/CONF

A/CONF

A/CONF

A/CONF

A/CONF
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A/CONF

A/CONI

A/CONJ
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Submissions by non-governmental organizations (continued)

A/CONF.94/NGO/33

A/CONF.94/NGO/34

A/CONF.94/NGO!35

A/CONF.94/NGO/36

A/CONF.94/NGO/37

A/CONF.94/NGO/38

A/CONF.94/NGO!39

A/CONF,94/NGO/40

A/CONF.94/NGO/41

A/CONF.94/NGO/42

A/CONF.94/NGO/43

A/CONF.94/NGO/44

A/CONF.94/NGO/45

A/CO~W.94/NGO/46

Caritas Internationalis
"Les Femmes Refugiees"

All Pakistan Women's Association
"Statement to the World Conference/Forum, United Nations
Decade for lvomen - Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980"

World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching
Profession
"Recommendation on Equal Opportunities for Girls and Boys"

"Statement of Non-Governmental Organizations to the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women"

All-Indian Women's Conference
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women"

International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa
"The Heroic Women of Namibia and South Africa"

International Federation for Home Economies
"Statement to the Mid-Decade World Conference on Women,
Copenhagen, July 1980 11

International Federation of Social Workers
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Homen, Copenhagen, July 1980"

World's Women's Christian Temperance Union
"World Conference of the United Nations Mid-Decade for Women,
Agenda Item No. 8 - "Developments relatine to the prol3ress
achieved in the implementation of the World Plan of Action 11

World Peace Council
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women - Equality, Development and Peace"

The Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Homen"

The World Federation of Democratic Youth
lIDeclaration to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women"

International Federation of Women in Legal Careers
"Statements to the United Nations World Conference for Women,
Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980"

Zonta International
"Zonta International Statement to the World Conference of' the
United Nations Decade for Women"
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Submissions by non-governmental organizations (continued)

I

A/CONF.94/NGO/47

A/CONF.94/NGO!48

A/CONF.94/NGO!49

A/CONF.94/NGO/50

A/CONF.94/NGO/51

A/CONF.94/NGO!52

A/CONF.94!NGO!53

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
"Statement to tbe World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, Copenhagen, 27 July 1980"

The International AssociFltiuH of' Art
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women"

Joint statement of non-governmental organizations
"Employed and Equal in United Nations?"

International Co-operative Alliance
"statement to the World Conference for the United Nations
Decade for Women, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980"

La Union Mundial Democrata Cristiana
"Declaracion a la Conferencia Mundial de las Naciones
Unidas en la mitad del Decenio de la Mujer"

The World Council of Indigenous Peoples
"The Indigenous Women Speak"

United Nations of Yoga
"Address to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women"
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