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FOREWORLD

During the general discussion of intermational economic and social policy held
at Geneva, the members of the Economic and Social Council addressed a variety of
issues, often from somewhat different perspectives. Yet, all delegations shared a
number of common coucerns, as reflected in the number of resolutions adopted by
consensus. The analysis of current developments indicated a large measure of
agreement as to the major problems facing the world community.

The Council this year focused its general discussion on the guestion of
structural changes and imbalances in the wor.d economy. Indeed, those imbalances
and the instability of the international economic environment have been a source of
continuing concern. While instability often reflects required adjustments, it
sometimes has negative consequences. To help couatries anticipate and cope with
this problem, " he Council adopted by consensus a resolution that will promote the
early identification, analysis and monitoring of world economic developments.

The Council also recognized the clear necessity of according high priority to
environmental issues. The Earth's environment has emerged as a truly global
concern with a world-wide constituency. While there are different views as to the
responsibilities of various groups of countries, the deliberations of the Council
took place in a constructive atmosphere and produced positive results. In
particular, progress was made on a proposal to convene a United Nations conference
on environment and development, and consensus was reached on a resolution to
strengthen international co-operation on the environment. The latter deals with
the important issue of providing additional financial resources to developing
countries for environmental programmes and projects.

The Council gave particular consideration to the area of food and
agriculture. It adopted by consensus a resolution that renews the international
commitment to fight hunger, malnutrition and poverty, expressed most recently in
the Cairo Declaration of the World Food Council.

The Council also turned its attention to the development of human resources,
adopting a resolution that reaffirms its crucial role in the socic-economic
development process. Investment in human resources development is widely seen as a
pre-condition for development rather than a luxury that is dispensable in times of
economic distress. The Council also cognized, in another resolution, that at
this juncture it was particularly important to integrate the consideration of
social and economic issues in intergoveranmental discussions and to give them

balanced treatment.

The increasing marginalization of weaker economies and the lack of progress in
the least developed countries continue to arouse concern. African countries, with
the assistance of the Economic Commission for Africa, have prepared an alternative
framework for stru. tural adjustment leading to socio-economic recovery in that
continent. The Council, convinced of the need for African economies to bring about
structural transformation and sustained growth and development, adopted a
resolution calling upon the international community to consider requests to provide
support to the country programmes prepared by African countries.

International economic co-operation can and must be made more efficient and
open; the activities of the United Nations system must be made more relevant if the



system is to play its required role in supporting the efforts of the developing
countries to return to sustained growth and sustainable development. Defining the
means of achieving this objective will be the task of the General Assembly when it
completes the triennial comprehensive policy review ot operational activities for
development.

In separate resolutions the Council acknowledged the need to strengthen
multilateralism as the foundation for international economic co-operation and the
role of the United Nationg in stimulating common approaches to international
economic issues. The special session of the General 4ssembly on the revitalization
of development, to take place in April 1990, will be = major opportunity for Member
States to address, in a coumprehensive fashion, the interrelated problems facing the
world economy. In reporting to the Council, the Chairman of the Preparatory
Committee for the Special Session indicated that he was optimistic about the
progress achieved since the last meeting cof the Committee. The Caracas Declaration
of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs c¢f the CGroup of 77 was an importiant step

forward.

Indeed, we must do all we can to ensure that the special session becomes a new
beginning. It could provide a framework for international co-operation during the
19905, in particular through the Second United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries, the eighth session of the United Hations Conference on Trade
and Develcopment, the United Nations conference on environment and development and
the international development strateqgy for the fourth United Nations development
decade.

There is a clear desire to have a strategy that is realistic and relevant and
that lays the foundation for widespread growth and development. The strategy might
perhaps be formulated through the approach suggested to the Council by the
Committee for Development Planning. In a comprehensive report teo the Council, the
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole { r the Preparation of the
International Development Strateqgy indic ted that work on this important issue was
moving forward. The general discussion held at the second session ¢f the Committee
showed a significant convergence of views among Governments on a number of key
elements., This augurs well for the next session of the Committee, which will focus
on the outline of the strategy.

I should also like to express my satisfaction on the agreement reached on
further measur~s to revitalize the Council as a follow-up to its resolution
1988/77. The scope and complexity of the economic and seocial issues facing the
international community make it essential to fully utilize the Council, a principal
Charter organ of the United Nations, to address these issues. The goodwill
expressed by the Council in the resolutions it has adopted must be followed by
practical steps by the Member States and the United Nations Secretariat to ensure
that the Council will be enabled to carry out its responsibilities effectively.

Much remains to be done. The Council, at its organizational session for PUGO,
is expected to put into effect the measures called “or in its resolutions on
revitalization, particularly the multi-year work programme and the improvement of
documentation. I am confident that the members ¢of the Council and the Secrerariat
will continue to take advantage of the present climate to bring the ongoing effu.ts
to improve the functioning of the Council te a successful conclusion.



We must press forward with a sense of urgency. The costs of inaction or
insufficient action are cumulative and in the long run will be enormous. Revival
of growth in those developing countries whose economies have fallen behind is
imperative; social conditions there cannot be allowed to deteriorate further.
Nowhere in our planet should ecological degradation be allowed to produce
irreversible damage. The time to forge a consensus is now.

It is, of course, beyond the reach of the Council to solve the world's
economic and social problems within a few weeks time. The task of the Council is,
however, to promote the resolution of those problems; and in my view the Council
did successfully fulfil that task this year. There were no major new initiatives
or decisions concerning international economic and social problems, but how could
there have been? The United Nations system has ahead of it some significant new
events and tasks: the special session of the General Assembly in April, the
preparation of the international development strategy for the 1990s, and the 1992
conference on environment and development. It is understandable that Governments
have chosen not to take initiatives that would prejudge the outcome of Lhose tasks
and events or take positions that might harm the negotiating climate, Instead, the
Council held a constructive and useful exchange of views, We trust that our
dialogue will furth: the preparations for those events and contribute to their

SUCCess.

President of the Economic and
Soecial Council
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Chapter I

MATTERS CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION

1. At its organizational session for 1989 and at the first and second regular
sessions of 1989, the Council adopted resolutions and decisions which call for
action by the General Assembly. The relevant paragraphs of those resolutions and

decisior~ are summarized below.

REVITALIZATION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

Further measures_ for the implementation ¢f Council resolution 1988/77
gn the revitalization of the Ecopomic and Social Council 1/

By resolution 1989/114, the Council, after reaffirming its resolution 1988/77,
endorsed by the General Assembly in decision 43/432, requested its subsidiary
organs to highlight policy recommendations and decisions resulting from their
deliberations for consideration and appropriate action by the Council, and
recommended that the General Assembly request its subsidiary bodies reporting
through the Council to do the same; urged its subsidiary bodies tc implement fully
Council resolution 1979741 in submitting to the Council for consideration their
provisional agenda together with the list of requested documentation, with a wview
to ensuring greater consistency in requests for documentation and improving
reporting procedures, and recommended that the General Assembly request its
subsidiary bodies reporting through the Council to do the same; recommended that
the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session request its subsidiary bodies
reporting through the Council to make proposals that would provide adequate time
for their reports to be considered by the Council; and requested the Genrral
Assembly, with the assistance of the Committee on Conferences, to approve and
adjust the calendar of conferences and meetings for 1990 and 1991, bearing in minad

the aforementioned recommendation.
REGIONAL CO-OPERATION

Proclamation of a second industrial development decade
for Africa 2/

By resolution 1989/115, the Council, after recalling its resolution 1987/70,
recommended that the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session consider
proclaiming the period 1991-2000 the second industrial development decade for
Africa and requested the Secretary-Gemneral, in consultation with the
Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, to
submit to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session proposals, with co:t
estimates, for the preparation of the programme for the second industrial
development decade for Africa, taking into account resolution 2 (IX) of 31 May 1984
of the Conference of African Miniscers of Industry.

1/ See chap. III, paras. 22-27.

2/ See chap. IV, paras. 100-103.



African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes
for Socio-economic Recovery and Transformation 3/

By resolution 1989/116, the Council, after recalling General Assembly
resolution 43727, took note with interest of the African Alternative Framework to
Structural Adjustment Programmes for Socio-economic Recovery and Transformation,
adopted@ by the Conference of Miuisters of the Economic Commission for Africa in
resolutinn 676 (XXIV) of 7 April 1989, and the joint statement on Africa’s
long-terr: development adopted by the meeting of agencies concerned with Africa’s
economic and social progress held at Washington, D.C. on 10 May 1989 and requested
the General Assembly to consider taking action on the Framework, as appropriate.

DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

Convening ¢of a United Mations conference on
environmeat and Jdevelopment 4/

By resolution 1989/87, the Council, after recalling General Assembly
resolution 437196, decided to transmit desision 15/3 of the Governing Council of
the United Nations Environment Programme, together with the wviews and comments
expressed on the question under items 2 (General discussion of international
economic and social policy, including regional and sectoral developments) and 7 (f)
(Environment) of the agenda of the second regular session of 198Y% of the Economic
and Social Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session for
consideration and appropriate action.

Incorporating population facters in the international development
strategy for the fourth United Nations development decade 5/

By resolution 1989/90, the Councii, after recalling General Assembly
resolution 43/182 and the recommendations of the United Nations World Population
Conference, recommended that the General Assembly, in considering the international
development strategy for the fourth United Nations development decade, give due
weight to the role of population and the importance of population policies and
activities and duly integrate them into the goals and objectives and the policy
measures of the strategy.

Plan of Action to Combat Desertification 6/
By resolution 1989/102, the Council, after noting that the delay in the

avilability of documentation had prevented the Council from giving full
consideration to the gquestion, decided to transmit the reports of the Administrator

s See chap. IV, paras. 104-107.
4/ See chap. IV, paras. 198-204.
57 See chap., IV, paras. 164-165.

6/ See chap. IV, paras., 210-213.



of the United Nations Development Programme on the activities of the United Nations
Sudano-5ahelian Office and the veport of the Secretary-General on the
implementation of General Assembly resolution 42/189, decisions 15/23 of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme and the draft
resolution contained in the annex thereto, together with the views and comments
expressed at the second regular session of 1989 of the Economic and Social Council,
to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session for in-depth consideration and

appropriate action.
HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS
Guidelines on the use of computerized personal files 7/

By resolution 1989/78, the Council expressed its appreciation to the Special
Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities for his study on guidelines for the regulation of computerized personal
data files; decided to transmit to the General Assembly the final report by the
Special Rappeorteur; requested the Secretary-General to submit to the General
Assembly for consideration at its forty-fourth session a report containing the
views expressed by Govermnments on the final report; and recommended that the
General Assembly consider, as a matter of priority, the adoption and publication of
the guidelines on the use of computerized personal files,

Cuestion of a convention on the rights of the child 8/

By resolution 198%/79, the Council, after recalling General Assembly
resolution 43/112 and expressing its appreciation to the Commission on Human Rights
for having concluded the elaboration of a draft convention on the rights of the
child, decided to submit the draft convention and the report of the Commission's
working group to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session, with the view to
the adoption of the convention.

Interpational Covenants on Human Rights 9/
By resolution 1989/81, the Council decided to tramnsmit the report of the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on its third session to the

General Assembly at its forty-fourth session for consideration under the agenda
item entitled "International Covenants on Human Rights".

¥ See chap. V, paras. 30-32.
8/ See chap. V, paras. 33-35.

9/ See chap. V, paras. 97-99.
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Elaboration of a second optional protocol to the Internat ional
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition
of the death penalty 10/

By decision 1989/139, the Council, after taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1989/25, approved the Commission’'s decision to transmit to the
General Assembly for suitable action the comparative analysis concerning the
proposal to elaborate a second optional protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the draft second cptional prutocol prepared by the
Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, as well as the comments expressed at the thirty-ninth and
fortieth sessinns of the Sub-Commission and the forty-fifth session of the
Commission,

Enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of
perigdic angd genuine elegtions 11/

By decision 1989/145, the Council took note of Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1080/51 and recommended that the General Assembly adopt the framework
for future efforts contained in the annex to that resolution.

WOMEN
Elimination of discrimination against women in accordance w ith

the aimg of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women 12/

By resolution 1989744, the Council, after noting resolution 33/3 of the
Commission on the Status of Women, supported the propesal made by the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women to convene a working group to meet
fcr three to five days prior to the ninth session of the Committee to prepare
issues and questions relating to the second and subseguent periodic reports of the
States parties to be considered at the ninth session of the Committee and invited
the General Assembly to take the necessary action.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on
Social Progress and Development 13/

By resolution 1989/48, the Council recommended to the General Assembly the
adoption of the draft resolution reproduced therein.

10/ See chap. V, paras. 46-02.
11/ See chap. V, paras. 66-67,
12/ See chap. V, paras. 186-188.

13/ See chap. V. paras. 203-205.
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Second review and appraisal of the implementation of
the Interpational Plan of Action on Aging 14/

By resolution 1989/50, the Council, after having considered the report of the
Secretary-General prepared in accordance with General Assembly resolution 37/51,
recommended the establishment of an open-ended ad hog working group of the Third
Committee of the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session, to focus on the
conclusions of the second review and appraisal of the implementation of the
International Plan of Action on Aging.

Guiding Pringiples for Developmental Social Welfare Policies and

Programmes in the Near Future and follow-up of the Interregional

Consultation on Developmental Social Welfare Policies and
Programmes 15/

By resolution 1989/53, the Council recommended to the General Assembly the
adoption of the draft reseclution reproduced therein.

NARCOTIC DRUGS

Intensification and co-ordination of measures for reduction of the
llicit demand for narcotic drugs and psychetropic substances 16/

[

By resolution 1989/14, the Council, after referring to General Assembly
resolution 42/112, urged all Member States to take appropriate steps in the General
Assembly and its financial organs to assign the appropriate priority and, within
the proposed programme budget outline for the biennium 1990-1991 approved by the
General Assembly in resolution 43/214, to approve the budgetary appropriations
necessary to enable the Division of Narcotic Prugs to assess the level of national
and international progress in implementing the seven targets set out in the
Comprehensive Multidisciplinary Outline of Future Activities in Drug Abuse Control,
adopted by the International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

Allocation of appropriate resources and priority to the
international drug control programme 17/

By resolution 1989/18, the Council, after recalling General Assembly
resolution 43/122, urged States to implement resolution 3 adopted by the United
Nations Conference for the Adoption of a Convention against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances by taking appropriate steps in the

General Assembly, as well as in the financial organs of the Assembly, to assign the
appropriate priority and approve the necessary budgetary appropriations with a view

l4/ See chap. V, paras. 208-209.
15/ ©See chap. V, paras. 214-215.
16/ See chap. V, paras. 302-303.

17/ See chap. V, paras. 310-311.
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to providing the Division of Narcotic Drugs and the gecretariat of the
International Narcotics Control Board with the necessary resources to discharge
fully the tasks entrusted to them.

DPERATICNAL ACTIVITIES FUk DEVELOFMENT

Target for Wrrld Food Programme pledges for
the period 1991-1992 18/

By resolution 1989/121, the Council recommended to the General Assembly the
adoption of the draft resolution annexed to that 1esolution.

Triennial comprehensive pelicy review of operaticral
activities for development 19/

By decision 1989/185, the Council recommended to the General Assembly that the
1989 triennial comprehcnsive policy review of operational activities for
development be completed by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session.

Commemoration of forty years of multilateral technical

co-gperation within the United Nations system 20/

By decision 1989/187, the Council recommended that the General Assembly
allocate a specific period of time during its forty-fifth session to commemorate,
in an appropriate manner and at the highest possible level, 40 years of
multilateral technical co-operation within the United Nations system, as proposed
in decision 89,68 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Cevelopment
Programme.

CO-ORDINATION QUESTIONS

Prevention and control of agguired immuncdeficiency
syndrome (AIDS) 21/

By resolution 1989/108, the Council, after recalling its resolution 1988/55,
General Assemhly resolution 43/15 and other relevant resolutions, invited the
General Assembly to consider the report of the Director-General of the World Health
Organization and the response of the United Nations system to the AIDS pandemic and
to take an appropriate decision on further action, taking Council resolution
1989/108 into account.

l8/ See chap. VI, paras. 25-29.
19/ See chap. VI, paras. 7-15.
20/ ©See chap. VI, paras. 30-31.

21/ See chap. VI, paras. 4B8-5Z.
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