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In the absence of the President, Mr. Al-Shakar (Bahrzin), Vice-President, took

the Chair.

The'meeting'waS'called'to-order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 38 (continued)
FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HIMAN RIGHTS
(a) NOTE BY THF SECRETARY-GENERAL TRANSMITTING THE REFORT OF THE D IRECTOR~GENERAL
OF THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND QULTURAL ORGANIZATION
(A/43/796)
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/43/L. 39/Rev.l, A/43/L.47)

Mr. STRESOV (Bulgaria): ©On behal f of the Group of Eastern European
States,‘I should like to extend to the delega*ion of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and, through it, to the Government and people of the Soviet Union, our
profound sympathies and sincere condolences on the enormous loss of life and
destruction as a result of Yesterday's devastating ear thquake. In these hours of
tragedy, we express our sulidarity with the Soviet people and the families of the
victims. We do not doubt the will and determination of the Soviet pgople and the
capacity of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to overcome
the consequences. Howevér, when natural disasters of such magni tude occur,
although they hit first and foremost the people immediately concerned, they cause
all of us to feel grief.

I now speak in my capacity as Chairman of the Group of Eastern European States.

When, 40 years ago, the United Rations proclaimed the Universal Declara tion of
Human Rights in the wake of the adoption of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, it represented a conmitment to the
anti-fascist foundations of this Organization. Bearing in mind the objective of
strengthenng international peace and security, the Declaration is der ived from the

cbligation of States as contained in article 1 (3) of the United Mations Char ter:
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(Mr. Stresov, Bulgaria)

"To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems
of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting
and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion;®
In proclaiming the ideal of human rights and fundamental freedoms one to be

aspired to by all nations, the Declaration is indeed a document the significance of
which extends well into our time.

The Universal Declaration served as a basis and programme for the elaboration
of numerous international human rights standards in the form of resolutions,
declarations and conventions, including the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on
the Suppressioﬁ and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. However, particular
importance attaches to the two International Covenants of 1966 on Economie, Social
and Cultural Rights and on Civil and Political Rights, which are the most

comprehensive and significant human rights catalegues today.
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This process of formulating norms, which is being continued with the consideration
of matters such as the rights of the child and rights of migrant workers, is one in
which the socialist States have always participated actively.

The individual elements of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights have been
detailed as binding norms of international law. So the commitment to the
Declaration which we are expressing today should also be an occasion for all States
to call for wider adherence to the existing conventions and for their consistent
observance. One of the crucial issues in the co-operation of States in the human
rights field is that of attaining the universality of relevant international
instrumeats. The socialist countries are parties to the Covenants and to most of
the other human rights accords.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights stresses that the safequarding of
peace and the full realization of human rights are interrelated and that all human
rights are equal in value and are interdependent. The Declaration is, according to
the Proclamation of Tehran, based on the assumption that

"Since human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible, the full

realization of civil and political rights without the enjoyment of economic,

social and cultural rights is impossible". (para. 13)

Ever since the adoption of the Declaration, significant efforts have been made
by the United Nations and its appropriate bodies to promote universal respect for
and observance of human rights. Those efforts range from the implementation of the
right of peoples to sel f-determination, that is, the granting of independence to
colonial countries and peoples, to combating racism, adopting measures designed to
promote equal rights for women, outlawing torture, and ensuring religicus freedom.

Notwi thstanding positive developments, the right of everyone

"to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set

forth in this Declaration can be fully realized”,
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to quote article 28 of the Declaration, is atill far from being a reality. In
large parts of the world the most basic prerequisites of dignified human existence
are still lacking, and millions of people are starving, and have no shelter or
work. The most important human right, the right to life, is disregarded every
day. These are challenges to the family of nations, and the socialist States are
ready to play a constructive role in all efforts to come to grips with them. They
have repeatedly expressed their strong conviction that everything possible must be
done to ensure the right of people to live and work in peace and freedom and to
guarantee the full implementation of the political, civil, economic, social,
bcultutal and other rights in their entirety and interdependence, subject to
observance of the sovereignty of States and the principle of non-interference in
their internal affairs. There is no doubt that progress in co-operation anmong
Stateg in the promotion of human rights will depend on the measure of success
achieved in resolving the global problems of mankind, ending the arms race, and
using the resources and potentials thus released for promoting the right to
development of all nations.

The ideals of the Declaration remain unheeded, especially in those parts of
the world where human rights acre violated on a mass ive scale, wvhere the peoples are
8till denied their right to self-determination, where colonialism, apartheid and
racism reign. All States are required, as a matter of priority, to display firm
political will in opposing such human righte violations, notzbly thoge perpetrated
by the aErtheid'.te’gime in southern Africa. The socialist countries have alwaye
actively supmrb;ed the struggle of colonial peoples to achieve self-determination
and independence, consistent with the right of every nation to choose freely,
without outside interference, the path of their political and economic development

and to defend their choice.
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In tackling problems and in removing existing impediments to world-wide
observance and respect for human rights, the United Nations has a special
responsibility. New means of common actien should be sought in the process. This
is true of the enhancement of the effectiveness of the United Nations, its organs
and institutions, and of the work of the various organg.

The reason why the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is so topical is ailso
that its objectives have been geared to peaceful international competition,
dialogue and Cco-operation, with recognition of different sccial sysztema, includine
various sets of values and perceptions of human rights., Naturally, such an
approach precludes confrontation. Those are also the objectives that guide the
socialist States in seek ing a comprehensive approach to safequarding international
peace and security and to the solution of global problems corfronting humanity.
International co-operation in the humanitarian and human rights fields is an
indispensable element in this effort, involving as it does the need to enhance
mitual understanding and trust between States and peoples.

Mr. DUGERSUREN (Mongolia): My delegation joins the President of the

General Assembly and the previous speakers in expressing our deep sympathy and
condolences to the delegation of the USSR, and through it to the Government and
people of the Soviet Union, in connection with the tragic loss of 1ife and
extensive material damage caused by a severe ear thquake in several regions of
Soviet Armenia.

I should 1like to read a message from the Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the Mongolian People's Republic addressed to the participants in this
commemorative meeting of the General Assembly on the occasion of the fortieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The message reads as follows:
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"His Bxcellency Mr. Dante M. Caputo, President of the forty~third session
of the United Nations General Assembly

"His Bxcellency Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary~General of the
United Nations

"On behalf of the Government of the Mongolian People's Republic and in my
own hame may I extend sincere greetings to you and to the participants of the
Cormemcrative meeting of the forty-third session of the United Nations General
Assembly on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

"The Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaimed the common concept
of human rights and fundamental freedoms and laid down the foundation for the

development of international co-operation in this field.
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“0n this commemcrz:live occasion I am Pleased to note that the United
Nations has since then assiduously promoted the objectives of the Declaration
and has been instrumental in elabcrating treaties and covenants aimed at
Protecting and gquaranteeinig fundamentai human rights in political, economic,
social, civil and cultural spheres, and particularly at eliminating all forms
of mass and gross violations of human rights. The important human rights
instruments developed within the framework of the Organization are gaining
growing recognition and application. It is essential to ensure the
universality of those documents and the effective implementation of their
Provisions throughout.

"The Mongolian People's Republic believes that in the nuclear and space
era the realization of all the provisions of the Declaration, particularly
those on the right of peoples to life 2nd peace, takes on exceptional
importance. Mongolia, in its foreign policy activities, proceeds from the
urgent need to reach (isarmament cbjectives, especially nuclear disarmament,
and to develop measures for safeguarding peace, security and fundamental human
rights on a comprehensive basis.

“The promotion of the purposes and principies of the Universal
DPeclaration of Human Rights and the full guar anteeing of the political,
eccnomic, social and cultural rights of its citizens have been primary
objectives of the policy of ‘e Mongolian Government and will remain so in the
future. Bere I wish to stress that my country has acceded to the many
important international legal instruments on human rights and works to secure
the full implementatior of their provisions.

"I am pleased to take this opportunity to reaffirm my Government 's
support for United Mations activities in the humanitarian field and its

commitment to make its own contribution towards enhancing their effectiveness.”
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That message is signed by Dumaagiin Sodnom, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
the Mongolian Peoples Republic.

I take this opportunity to announce that Mongol ia has become a sponsor of
draft resolution A/43/L.47.

Mrs. DIALLO (Senegal) (interpretation from French): On behalf of the
Goverament and people of Senegal, I should like to join preceding speakers in
expressing to the Soviet Union our sincere sympathy in the tragedy with which it is
afflicted.

I should like to read to the Assembly the text of a message from President
Abdou Diouf of Senegal to the Secretary-General of the United ™ .ions on the
occasion of the celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

"The celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights affords me a happy occasion to pay tribute on behalf of the
people and Government of my country and on my own behalf to the normative
action taken by the United' Nations since 1948 in the promotion and protection
of human rights,

"Thus in 1966 the Internaticnal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and Optional Protocol, the Internaticnal Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights were put
together under what is commonly referred to as the International Bill of Human
Rights. The right of peoples to self-determination, the struggle against
apartheid and racial discrimination, the rights of women, the rights of
children, the rights of refugees and the right to development have also

enriched the wide range of human rights.
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"Yet, although we can justifiably be gratified by such good regults, we
must recognize that much remainz to be done. Indeed, in South Africa the
apartheid régime continues itg destructive work. In Namibia and in Palestine,
which are still under occupation, the right to self-determination and
independence remains unrealized. Throughout the world human rights are
constantly being violated and trampled upon,

"Senegal, which has made respect for fundamental human rights a major

principle of its policy, would like thig fortieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights to be an occasion for the international community
to renew and strengthen its commitment to ensuring respect for, and promoting
more effectively and resolutely, human rights and fundamental freedoms in all
countries. By ratifying and acceding to the international instruments on
human rights, Member States ensure the universality of such instruments and
further enrich regional contributions in this field, such as the African
Charter on Human and Pecoples' Rights,

"Because of its political convictions and its comitment to the United
Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Declaration of
the Rights of Man and Citizen of 1789, the bicentenary of which will be mar ked
next year, and the various international instuments on human rights and the
struggle against apartheid and all forms of discrimination, my country, which
is a member of the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on economic, gsocial
and cultural rights and the Commission on Human Rights, of which it has the
honour and privilege to hold the chairmanship this year, will continue to join
in any action likely to strengthen the protection and promtion of fundamental
freedoms.

"In conclusion, it is a pPleasure for me to pay a special tribute to you,
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Mr. Secret :y-General, for your constant efforts, undertaken in a dedicated

and self-effacing way, in the cause of human rights and, better still, in the

cause of humanity."

That message is signed "Ahdou Diouf, President of the Republic of Senegal®,
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Mr., ELIASSON (Sweden): I have the honour to make this statement on

behalf of the five Nordic countries, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Nort. 'y and Sweden.

First, Sir, let me address the Soviet delegation and offer our Government's
deep and sincere regrets and condolences to the people and Government of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics on the tragic ear thquake affecting so many people in
their country. 1Ilet me also through you, Mr. President, convey our condolences to
the many afflicted famiiies.

This occasion, celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, is primarily one for reflection on what we have
achieved over the past 40 years and what remains to be done in the field of human
rights.

After the massive atrocities committed against human beings before and during
the Second World wWar, the question of human rights emerged for the first time in
history tht >ugh the creation of the United Nations as a oconcern not only within
nation States but as a common responsibility for the international community. The
United Nati»ns Charter established that one of the main purposes of the
Organizaticn is to promote and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms.

This was shortly followed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rignts,
adopted 40 years ago, "as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all
nations". The Declaration enumerates the rights of a1l individuals in all
gsocieties which all States are obliged to respect. The implementation of the
principles of the Declaration is thus the responsibility of all States Members of

the United Nations. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has a dynanic

influence. It has inspired a number of nations which have incorporated its
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principlas into their constitutions and national legislation. The Declaration
continues to be a moral, political and legal basis for our work.

Today, the United MNations can look back with pride at an impressive record for
setting standards in the field of tuman rights. The question we must ask our selves
today, however, is: how have we 1ived up to these standards? Human rights
violations continue across the werld, running a sad gamut froua summary or arbitrary
executions, torture, involuntary disappearances, cruel ¢ inhuman or degrading
treatment of prisoners, detention without trial, restrictions on freedom of
movement, religious intolerance, curtailments of the right to association, racial
discrimination, and discrimination against women and minorities to the
non-realization of economic, social and cul tural rights. Sadly this enumeration is
not even exhaustive.

We must now concentrate on the implementation of the standards that we have
developed. The Charter highlights in Article 55 the need to promote universal
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. 1In
Article 56 of the Charter all Henb;r :States pledge to take joint and separate
action in co-operation with the Organization for the achievement of this purpose.
The machinery is there in the special implementation procedures instituted by
several human rights instruments; it is there in the body of rapporteurs or wor king
groups dealing with specific themes or with the human rights situation in certain
countries. It is important that this implementation machinery function effectively.

There are, however, also other ways and procedures in which the United Rations
can promote respect for human rights. In this connection, we should like to
mention the valuable work of the programme of advisory services, which we hope will
be more widely used.

Furthermore, dissemination of information about human rights and fundamental

freedoms is of vital importance. Each indiviGual has the riaht to know and act
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upor his human rights.. It is therefore timely that the world campaign for human
rights is being intensified in connection with the anniversary of the Univezsal
Declaration.

Non-governmental organizations effectively contribute to the dissemination of
information about human rigi:ts and should be given an important role in the
campaign. They also call attention to humin rights violaticns. Human rights
violations can cause internal strife and even constitute a threat to peace. On the
other hand, we notice that human rights and fundamental Freedoms are often violated
during internal disturbances and international conflicts. Some of the
leng-standing regional conflicts in the world are now on the verge of a solutiun.
The Nordic countries hope that this development will also lead to an improvement in
the human rights situation.

The promotion and protection of human rights is a long-term enterprise. There
is a need for concerted action with the participation of individuals, groups,
non-governmental organizations, States, the United Nations and other
intergovernmental bodies. The United Nations Chacter and the Universal Declaraticn
of Human Rights have set the standard. It is our common task to live up to this
standard.

Mr. BEIONOQV (Union of Soviet Socialiist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): First allow me, Sir, to express our most sincere and heartfelt thanks to
all the delegations and representatives of groups of States who, in this Hall, have
expressed, or are yet to express, to the people and Government of the USSR their
feelings of solidarity and sympathy on the tragic ear thquake vhich has claimed
thousands of victims and caused huge destruction in Armenia and other republics in
the trans-Caucasisn Republics. Ye are very grateful to all Menbers for the
sympathy they have extended to the relatives and friends of those killed and

injured.
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The gsolemn coumemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the acdoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights is not just a &tribute paid by all of us to .
this jubilee. As was stated yes(:erday by Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, the
Declaration retains its relevancy to this day. Moreover, it reflects the universal
character of the hited Nztions' goals and objectives. It is particularly evident
today that without universal respect for and implementation of the fundamental
rights and freedoms enshrined in the Declaration, mankind has neither a civilized

present nor future,



AB/SY A/43/PV.75
21

M. Belonﬂv, ‘Soviet Unicn)

The unfading importance of the Declaration is explained by the fact that it
has reflected the historic experience of humnity and has consolidated the
generally accepted principles and standards of respect for human rights. Its
adoption was preceded by such milestones of democratic evclution as the Br itish
Magna Carta, the American Declaration of Independence and the French Declaration of
the Rights of Man and Citizen. The Principles of freedom and equal rights were
inscribed on the banners of the Great October Socialist Revolution. They inspired
Peoples to fight againzt Hitler's tyranny, and they formed a basis for the United
Nations Charter.

Now that the international community is entering a peaceful period of stable
development and the establishment of normal and truly human relaticns free of
confrontation, the ideals of humanism require that respect for the dignity of every
individual constitute the centrzpiece of all our joint efforts. The werld
community is becoming increasing).y aware that, notwithstanding the dissimilarity of
social systems and State régimes, man, wherever he lives, always remains man - that
is, the highest, the primary, asset of civilization, perhaps the only civilization
in the whole universe.

The Declaration contains a uniform list of civil, political, aocial, :conomic
and cultural rights that are to be respected by every State. It is on this
foundation that the United Nations has built a well-structured system of norms,
enbodied in the international covenants on human rights and international
conventions against genocide, apartheid, discrimination and torture. These are the
guiding stars that are relied upon ¢o lead mankind, through all turbulence, storms
and ideclogical di fferences, to the eternal, everlasting values.

Fur thering universal recogniticn and practical implementation of the single

get of civil, political, sccial and cultural rights embodied in the Universal
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Declaration of Human Rights and other human-rights instruments is a major area of
United Nations aciivities. The Soviet Union intends to broaden its involvement in
the human-rights control mechanisms within both the United Nations and the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, It is essential that the
Jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice in respect of interpretation and
application of human-rights accords be binding on all States. Our universal
Organization should act as a guarantor of the realization of generally accepted
human rights and see to it that nobody attempts to distort their essance, no matter
what lofty mstives are invoked to justify such attempts. After all, nations are
made up of individuals, and those who trample individual rights also infringe the
interests of the nations. In the words of famous Rugssian writer and humanist
Dostoyevsky,

“There can be no harmony where there ia even cne ruined and humiliated soul.”

The Soviet Union shares the objectives and principles of the Universal
Declaration. It has ratified the pacts and other international conventions on
human rights. We are making our laws andg practice fully compatible with
international norms in this area. This is one of the most important purpeses of
perestroika, which applies the human dimension to all political and socio-eccnomic
changes going on in our country.

Recently we witnessed a nationwide public discussion of the draft laws on
changes in the Constitution and on elections. Three hundred thousand concrete
proposals and comments were advanced during the discussion, after which the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR passed these laws. They have turned a new page in the

development of the Soviet State on the basis of demccracy and pecple's

gself ~management.
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Laws on the freedom of conscience, on glasnost, on public associations and
organizations, and 80 on, which are aiready drafted, or whose drafting is being
completed, will also promote deeper democracy. These laws will meet the highest
standards in the observance of the rights of the individual. 71t iz envisaged that
the drafts will include additional guarantees to preclude any form of persecution
or discrimination on political or religious grounds. There is no one in any Soviet
corrective institution who was sentenced for his beliefs. Questions of entry to
and exit from the country, including cases concerning the reunification of
families, are being solved in a humane manner. Respective measures should do away
with the prcblem of *refuseniks".

The political and legal reform that has been started is designed toc provide
guarantees of strict respect for human dignity. The objective of this reform is to
use comprehensive democratization for uniting the interests and rights of the
individual with the interests of society, to place the individual at the focus of
the entire political process, assuming the following concept: not the individual
for the State, but the State for the individual.

We dc not try to conceal the difficulties and unsolved problems that we face.
Other countries have them, too. Nobody holds the absolute truth in this respect,
and there is nobody who is incapapable of making a mistake. But it is important
for everybody to strive sincereiy towards co-operation and the exchang? of
experience., Therefore it is imperative that we continue along the way of ridding
the United Nations, and other forums working in the same realm, of confrentation
and fruitless polemics, which only serve to obscure real problems and hamper their
solutien.

The Soviet Union has advanced specific ideas on how to develop co-operation in
the humanitarian field. It has proposed that a European conference devot:ed_ toc

these issues be convened in Moscow. We attach major importance to this proposal.
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We are convinced that the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
should become an impetus for the United Nations, all Governments and
intergovernmental and public organizations to bring down the remaining barriers in
the way of the exercise of human rights, in the way of further development of
international co-operation in the humani tarian field.

In conclusion, I should like sincerely to congratulate the distinguished
recipients of the United Nations prize, the highest prize in the area of human
rights, and to wish them success in their activities.

Mr. ANSARI (India): On behalf of the people of India, my delegation
would ljke to extend sincere and profound sympathy to the people of the USSR on
their tragedy.

The observance of the fortieth anniversary of the proclamation of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides us all with an oppertunity for
reflection and re-dedication - to take stock, in all humility, 6f what we have
achieved in the past 40 yYears, and to rededicate ourselves to the aims and

principies enunciated in the Declaration.
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights marked the beginning of a new eta in
human history and gave to the world its first universal charter. It was drafted in
broad and general terms as & common standard of achievement for 211 peoples and all
nations. fThe preamble to the Universal Declaration renognizes the inherent dignity
and the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family as "the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the worid“.

A great deal has been achieved during these few decades. A platform for
national as well as international action on human rights, the provisions of the
Declaratior have served as a frame of reference for national legislation and have
inspired a wide range of international covenants and conventions, ranging from the
two International Covenants to the Conventions against racial discrimination and
apartheid and the Convention againgt torture. There are also hopes for the early
adoption of a convention on the rights of the child as well as on migrant workers.
The Universal Declaration has thus played a vital role in creating world-wide
consciousness in this field.

However, much more needs to be done. The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights implicitly recognizes that human rights are not only civil and political but
also economic, social and cultural. it follows, therefore, that equal and urgent
consideration should be given to the implementation, protection and promotion of
civil and political rights as well as economic, social and cultural rights. Lofty
conmitment to individual freedoms and personal liberty should also take into
account the lcss of dignity of the human perscn brought about by deprivation. How
can one choose between political liberty, cn the one hand, and economic development
and social justice, on the other? Bach in the absence of the other is equally
dehumanizing. Human rights can never be compartmental ized, nor can primacy be

given to cne set of rights over the other,
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It must also be recoonized that since 1948 over 750 million people, almost one
third of the world's population, in over 100 territories have expressed
self-determination, mostly through national independence. Today 3 million people
have yet to achieve political self-determination or independence. When %he
Universal Declsration was adopted, with 48 affirmative votes, over one third of the
Presont States Members of the United Nations were still suffering from colonial
domination. The principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, as
set out in Article 1 of the United Nations Charter, is equally a fundamental human
right, aithough the Wniversal Declaration does not gspeci fically refer to it. the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countr ies and Peoples,
whose thirtieth anniversary we shall commemorate in 1990, is an important step
forward in that respect.

Over the past 40 years human rights jurists and activists have been striving
to devise strategies to address the challenges posed by the present human righte
system. One important effort is the articulation of collective rights instead of
the predominantly individualistic focus in the Universal Declaration. It is for
that reason that the two international Covenants, which came into force more than
20 years later, took into account econcmic, sociai and culturzl rights not
reflected in the Declaration. All these human rights are interdependant and
indivisible and should be treated in an integrated manner.

India is committed to ensuring respect for the protection and promotion of
human rights. The founding fathers of the Indian Constitution were inapired by the
Universal Declaration. India has demonstrated its sincerity of purpose in
congistently implementing the principles and provisions of the Universal
Declaration. The legislature in India has inplemented existing provisions and
given legiglative effect to these rights where necessary. The exscutive also

respects and endeavours to protect and promote these rights. The judiciary has
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kept a constant vigil and has unhesitatingly intervened even at the slightest
encroachment on or violation of human rights. A free and vocal press zealously
performs a watch-dog function, while public-gpirited individuals and voluntary
organizations actively espouse the cause of human rights,

Both Houses of the Indian Parliament reaffirmed on 7 December 1988 their
dedication to the noble principles enunciated in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Members of Parliament declared their rededication to the noble task of
ensuring full realization of these principles for all mankind. They stressed the
urgent need to eliminate apar theid and all other forms of discrimination and all |
vestiges of colonialism.

india iz deeply honoured at the conferring of the Human Rights Award on
Baba Amte for hisg outstanding contribution in the field of human rights.
Unfortunately, he was unable to come here personally to receive the Award.

Baba 2mte has spent the pPast 35 years in helping society 's underprivileged

sectors, ’At: his ashram, Anandwan - "Abode of Bliss" - over 10,000 leprosy patients
have been treated and trained, together with thousands cf other physically
handicapped people. Baba Amte, who is himself painfully crippled, is also
determined to eradicate "mental leprosy”, which he believes is the greatest of
human limitations.

In conclusion, the first step towards promotion of human rights and
fundamental freedoms is universal accéptance of existing international instruments,
and in particular the two human rights Covenants. It is essential that those two
International Covenants should become truly universal. Surely it should not be tco
much to ask in this anniversary year that States that have not yet cone so should
accept the legally binding cbligations of the two Covenants by ratifying and

acceding to thenm.
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Mr. HUSATY (Pakistan): I should like to begin by extending the heartfglt
condolences and sympathy of the Pakistan delegation to the delegation of the USSR
on the tragic 1088 of human 1ife and material destruction resulting from the recent
ear thquake,

The adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the General
Assembly on 10 December 1948 was a landmark in mankind's efforts to promcte human
rights and fundamental freedoms. The fortieth anniversary of the adopticn of the
Declaration provides us with an opportunity to rededicate ourselves to the ideals
enshr ined in it and other international instrumentas in the field of kuman rights.

The Universal Declaration is a reflection of the conviction and determination
of the peoples of the world to reaffirm faith in

"fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in

the equal rights of men and women"
and to promote

"social progress and better standards of 1ife in larger freedom".

The Declaration has provided a stimulus and inspiration towards the pronotion of
human rights and fundamental freedoms both within znd outside the United Nations,
with far-reaching results.

The principles enshrined in the Declaration were further elaborated and given
legal status by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Richts, which came into
effect in 1976,

It is noteworthy that both Covenants gave pride of place to the right of all

peoples to self-determination, which forms the very basis of the enjoyment of other
human rights and fundamental freedoms. Article 1 of each of the two Covenants

gtates:
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"All peoples have the ri .:- of self-determination. By virtue of that

right they freely datermine their political status and freely pursue their

economic, social and cultural development® (resolution 2200 (¥XI), annex,

article 1)
Pakistan has consistently supported the struggle of peoples under coloaial and
alien domination or under foreign occupation for national liberation and for the

exercise of their right to self-determination.
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In our view, equal attention should be paid to the protection and promotion of
civil and political richts and to the protection and promotion of economic, social
and cultural rights. It is not possible to choose between civil and political
liberty - the one hand, and economic and social justice on the other, because one
in the absence of the other is equally dehumanizing. Human rights are indivisible
and one set of rights cannot be given precedence over the other. An integrated
approach to the promotion of all human rights is of central impor tance.

We also firmly believe that the rignt o development is a human right, both
individual and collective. Every individual, every people has the inherent right
to be provided with opportunities and with the proper environment for
self -development . Only by protecting and promting the right to development in all
its aspects can we create the conditions necessary for the continued progress of
mankind on the road to hicher stages of human evolution. Pakistan supports the
demand for the establishment of a new international economic order to provide
equitable opportunities for development to the developing and the developed
countr ies.

Pakistan attaches the highest importance to the Protection and promotion of
human rights in accordance with its commitments under var ious international
instruments and in accordance with the religious beliefs and cultural tradi tions of
its people. There is a separate, detailed chapter in our Constitution guaranteeing
to the citizens of Pakistan human rights and fundamental freedoms. I should like
to mention, in particular, the constituticnal provision that all citizens are equal
before the law, entitled to the equal protection of the law. The Constitution
ensures the right to 1life and liberty, freedom of expression, freedom of
association, ‘freedom of movement, the right to acquire property, freedom to follow

a vocation, freedom of religion, protection against retrospective pun ishment,
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prohibition of forced labour and slavery, and protection of languages, scripts and
cultures. The Constitution also requires the State to take measures to ensure fair
treatment to minorities, humane conditions of work, the well-being of the people,
the opportunity to gain an adequate livelihood, and the provision of the basic
necessities of life, such as food, clothing, housing, education and medical relief.

In free and fair elections last month, the people of Pakistan voted a new
government into power, headed by Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, Immediately after
assuming office, Prime Minister Bhutto laid special stress on her Government's
commitment to the protection and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms
in the country.

It is distressing to note that despite the adoption of the Declaration and
other international instruments in the field of human rights, mass and flagrant
violations of human rights arising from apartheid and other forms of racial
discrimination continue in South Africa. The right to self-determination continues
to be denied to peoples around the world. A high percentage of the world's
population continues to sufier from extreme poverty, deprivation, malnutrition,
disease and under-development. Other violations of human rights continue to be
reported from various parts of the world.

It is time, therefore, to re-dedicate ourselves to the protection and
promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms enshrined in various
international instruments and to the adoption of measures for putting an end to
their violation. It is our earnest hope that the fortieth ann iversary of the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will provide an impetus
towards attainment of the noble goal of the enjoyment of human rights and

fundamental freedoms by all individuals and peoples throughout the world.
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Mr. PEJIC (Yugoslavia): May I begin by expressing our deepest sympathy
to the Goverament and pPecples of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and our
solidarity with them in the grave and tragic loss of life znd the suffer ing causeqd
by the catastrophic ear thquake that struck their country yesterday.

Our age is characterized by the emancipation of peoples and countr ies
eéverywhere, as well as by the need and struggle for the full realization of human
rights,

The adoption of the Universal Peclaration of Human Rights 40 years ago
provided a strong impetus to the promotion of basic human rights and fundamental
freedoms within the United Nations. Conceived after the horrors of the Second
World War, the Deciaration represented the conscience ¢f mankind finaliy restored
to itself, clearly aware of the need to strengthen the foundations of freedom,
justice and peace in the world. Its clarity, force and authority are as striking
now as they were 40 years agoc., '

The Declaration represented only the first part of the projected Internationsl
Bill of Human Rights. That document, which was of a declaratory and programmatic
nature, was supplemented by the International Covenants adopted in 1966. It alsc
served as a conceptual basis for the adoption of a series of important cdeclarations
and conventions. All these international treaties were drawn up in pursuance of
the aims set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and conform to the complex
system of defining ang Protecting human rights which was Geveloped within the
United Nations and which has radically changed international law.

Taking individual human beings in their uniqueness ang wholeness, the
Declaration, together with the Covenants, tstablishes the indivisibility and
interdependence of their civil and political rights on the one hand, and their
economic, social and cultural, on the other. We are living at a time in which

human rights are seen as a part of the common heritage of mankind: not that they
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are obaerved or guaranteed all over the world - far from it - but they exist in our
awareness regardiess of our political positions, our social, cultural or moral
background, or our beliefs, pitted against all forms of oppression and injustice.

We may not always have gucceeded in promoting and protecting each and every
human right in each and every corner of the world for the obstacles have often
proved too grzat and the resistance too gtubborn, but our struggle against the
massive and most flagrant violations of thcse rights, such as apartheid, racism and
racial discrimination, will not Cease, regardless of the obstacles we may
encounter, until those evils are eradicated from the face of the earth.

The struggle for human rights cannot be defined. With the progress of society
and the emancipation of the human person, all the rights that have been achieved
and defined begin to be seen as incomplete and inadequate.

Thirty-eight years after the adopticn of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and 20 years after the adoption of the Covenants, the General Assembly
adopted the Declaration on the Right to Development on 4 December 1986. any
interpretation of the Declaration should proceed from the basic premisn that the
right to development is an independent human right. It has a catalytic effect on
the realization of all other human rights defined in the Universal Declaration and
in the Covenants.

The concept of development is conceived as a comprehensive economic, political
and cultural process which aims at constant improvement of the well-being of all
individuals and of entire populations on the basis of their free, active and :
meaningfui participation in decision-making for development. Those =u-ential
elements give us an important platform for further activities relating to the
implementation of the Declaration and further enhancement of the right to

development.
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The noble goals set forth in the United Nations Charter continue to remain our
lodestar in the efforts to solve the burning issues facing the world today. It is
therefore necessary to ensure unreserved implementation of those goals, among which
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms represents one of the most

impertant tasks.
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Mr . SALAZAR SANCISI (BEcuador) (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf

of the Government and people of Ecuador, I wish first to express our deep regret at
the human and material loss resulting from yesterday's earthquake and our feelings
of solidarity with the people and Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.,

Ecuador is honoured to take part in these solemn meetings celebrating the
fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, whose adoption
was one of the most significant acts in the annals of the United Nations. For the
first time in history the internatiocnal community agreed on a body of ethical
values and humanitarian principles to gov.ern relations between individuals, society
and the State. The Declaration was thus a historic milestone on the universal
march towards the reaffirmation of the dignity of man, peaceful coexistence and the
development of international law, which finds in human rights one of its mocst
fruitful sources and one that enhances and illuminates it.

The Declaration proclaimed not only civil and political liberties, but aiso
economic, social and cultural rights, without which the concept of human rights
would be meaningless. It thus created a conceptual framework, which has been
congtantly growing, from which it derives ever greater recognition of the
indivisibility and interdependence of human rights, as well as the conseguent
recognition of the need to give the same attention to the promoticn and protection
of all those rights.

At the same time, the Universal Declaration began the productive process of
drawing up the International Bill of Human Rights, which became a reality with the
entry into force of the Internation.al Covenants on human rights, and which helped
provide a more comprehensive perception of those rights, whose imiversal obsarvance

has now become a prominent factor in international politics and in operation
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between nations. In turn, the Bill was a starting point for the determination of
hew concepts in this field, including the paramount concept of the right to
development as an inalienable human right, which the General Assembly proclaimed in
1986,

That is why it is important to ensure that the provisions of the Universal
Declaration are respected. This celebration gives Governments throughout the world
an opportunity to renew their expressions of faith in this vital instrument and
awaken the conscience of the world to the need to continue to promte and observe
human rights, because, notwithstanding past achievements, those rights continue to
be violated, sometimes flagrantly and on a large scale.

The promotion and protection of human rights is not a theoretical or abstract
exercise, but is an essentijal part of daily life, entailing, together with the
codi fication of norms and their most effective supervision, the task of teaching
and instilling an appreciation of human rights in all institutions of learning,
especially schools. This is necessary to bring about a true human rights culture
and make the world a better pPlace in which to live, a world in which man's life can
truly become human.

Ecuador is a fervent supporter of this noble enterpr ise, because respect ‘fox'
human rights is an essential part of ocur most precious traditions and because
Ecuador is convinced that respect for human rights goes hand in hand with the
genuine democracy that we practise and live,

That is the commitment the Government of President Rodrigo Borja has made in
this field, because freedom and the obgervance of human rights reflect, beyond
borders and ideologies, indivisible ethical values; and when these are violated
anyvwhere we ourselves feel violated. There are obvious reasons for this in that
human rights are not the produgt of legislation, nor do they stem from any legal

system; they spring from the nature of man, and the juridical personality of each
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individual makes them inalienable and irrenunciable. Therefore, all States have a
duty to protect them, and their viclation anywhere will mobilize the international
community to act to end the situation, thereby eliminating any possibility of a
claim of there being intervention in internal affairs.

We see a 1link between human rights and the possibilities of well-being,
respect for man as an individual and respect for peoples as nations. Human rights
must not be considered solely from the point of view of relations between those in
power and individuals, for there are other factors - economic and social - that may
threaten the integrity of human rights.

Respect for human rights does not mean only the absence of political
repressions it also means social Jjustice, economic equity and dynamic action to
Provide the more vulnerable sectors of society with social benefits.

The enjoyment of human rights is not, therefore, at odds with the need to make
changes in society to bring about accelerated economic development and improve
living standards. We believe that social justice and political freedom are
‘compatibie. Without freedom, man's personality is not complete and he cannot fully
realize his intellectual Potential. To suppress freedom is to impede human
progress. Therefore, we believe in and support the productive power of freedom,
and at the same time, seek social justice with freedom.

In conclusion, I am pPleased to announce that in my country, BEcuador, we have
declared 10 December Human Righte Day. To celebcate the event we have planned a
special programme, including seminars and the award to distinguished individuals,
including the Secretary-General of the Uni ted Nations, of a prize - the
Monsignor Leonidas Proafio Prize for the defenders of peace, justice and human

rights. The Prize was created in memory of the former Vice-President of the latin
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\
American Association of Human Rights, who defended the peasants and indigenous

inhabitants of Ecuador and the rest of the region, and who received an award here
today for his ocutstanding human rights work. That was an honour to my country,
which comnits itself with renewed vigour to contributing in accordance with the
Universal Declaration, to the establishment of an international social order in

which the rights and freedoms proclaimed in the Declaration are fully enjoyed.
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Mr. TANASIE (Romania): At the outset, I shculd like to extend my
delegation's sincere and profound condolences and campassion to the peoples and
Government of the Soviet Union for the loss of life and destruction they have
suffered and to express our solidarity with them at this tragic moment.

The message the Romanian delegation brings on this solemn cccasion is imbued
with my country's deep conviction that the whole human rights question is a major
issue in contemporary international relations. The Universal Declaration whose
fortieth anniversary we are celebrating today represents an impertant contribution
to the forging of a broad concept of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

The celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights is, we bel ieve, a call to reflect collectively and responsibly on the
progress achieved in its effective implementation and on the ways and means to
strengthen it in the future.

The 40 years that have elapsed since the adoption of the Declaration give

evidence of the fact that ensuring the inalienable right of each people to decide
for itself its own destiny in the light of its own aspirations and without any
external interference is a primary condition for the effective, universal triumph
of human rights.

The real assurance of human rights is based upon the need to Guarantee full
equality for all members of society, to create equitable economic and social
relations that will make it possible for each citizen to lead a dignified life, to
enjoy the right to work and free access to education, culture and science and to be
able to participate directly in the management of public life.

Concern for the well-being of all citizens is at the very centre of my
country’s policy. The profound economic and social changes that have occurred in
the material and spiritual 1ife of Romania have created a propitious framework for

the flowering of the human personality in all its aspects.
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In Romania the problem of ensuring full equality of rights for all citizens,
without distinction based on race, sex, language, national origin or religion, has
been genuinely solved. We believe that all Romanian citizens are citizens with
equal rights but also equal duties,

Romania views the question of international co-operation in the field of human
rights as being based upon the same principleé and the same goals that govern
cc-operation in all other areas. It is in that spirit that Romania has ratified
the International Covenants on human rights and other international legal
instruments in this field. We are convinced that the implementation of all those
documents is of paramount impertance for the promtion and protection of basic
human rights in the contemporary world.

We believe that co-operation in that field will become more fruitful to the
extent that it is better orienteg towards the truly vital issue of our days: the
right of all peoples to development, to life and to peace. It is by acting along
those lines that the United Nations will be able to serve more effectively the
principles and objectives laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

it is our conviction that the integral affirmation of the individuality,
dignity and freedom of all human beings will contribute to the development of
friendly relations among countries and to mitual respect and understanding among
nations.

Finally, my delegation would like to express the hope that the fortieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will be a significant
landmark in the efforts of all nations to strengthen the foundatione of freedom,

Justice and peace in the world.



RM/10 A/43/PV.75
43
Mr. DXOUDI (Algeria) (interpretation from French}: The Alger ian
delegation was deeply saddened to learn of the ear thquake that hag struck the
northern part of Soviet Armenia and caused a large loss of human life. On this
painful occasion Algeria expresses to the Government and people of the USSR its
Sincere condolences and assures them of its full solidarity.

Three years after the adoption of the San Francisco Charter, which strengthens
the proclamation of the faith of nations in fundamental human rights, dignity and
the value of the person, the United Nations General Assembly, on 10 December 1948,
gset out to restore to human beings their inalienable rights.

As the starting-point for the Organization's standard-getting work in the
field of human rights the Universal Declaration of Human Rights also opened the way
for achievement of the underlying common goal that all peoples might enjoy the
human rights it proclaimed as well as those the community of nations was attempting
to enlarge, define and progressively consecrate.

Unquestionably, universality is a widely held objective and a moral imperative
for our community, since clearly there is no more noble or more exalting cause than
the restoration to mankind of its inherent rights in accordance with the natural
equality of all human beings. |

The United Nations has rightly enshrined the right of peoples to
self~determination as a basic human right essential for the enjoyment nf other
human rights, That right, gradually forged in the liberation struggles of
oppressed peoples, and their unflagging efforts to secure their inherent right to
freedom and dignity, is today the corner-stone of the normative edifice of human

rights,
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The ethical battle we are resclutely waging under Article 1 of the United
Nations Charter - to achieve internationai oo-operation in solving international
problems of an economic, gocial, cultural, or humasitarian character, and in
promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for

all - calle for a new approach in keeping with the demands of joint actionm.
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None the less, the effort undertaken will not be able to bear fruit without
universal recognition of the determining factors of the interdependence and
indivisibility of human rights of all kinds. They alune can guarantee the success
of our effort to genuinely promote thosze rights,

A realistic attitude restoring the true goals of respect for and promotion of
all categories of human rights and bringing us closer to the stated ideals of our
nations also requirec the realization of the right to development, which ocur
Assembly has enshrined ag an inalienable human right that can only fully bloasom in
a stable and just economic environment.

The universally accepted goal of leading the human comunity to the enjoyment
of all human rights requires a resolute commitment by all and a harmonization of
efforts so that the worst - that is, all that constitutes their very opposite -
should be banished from history and future generations guaranteed a future based on
the respect for and dignity of mankind.

May the force of our convictions and our persgeverance in cacrying out our
lofty pucrpose finally enshrine the unity of the human family, the triumph of
genuine humanism and the effective safeguarding of human rights in their fullness
and universality.

Mr . JACOBOVITS DE SZECED (Netherlandsj: On behalf of the Kingdom of the

Netherlands, may I first express my profound sympathy with the Government and
people of the Soviet Union for the tragic loss of life and material destruction
resulting from the terrible earthquake that toock place in the southetn Soviet Union
yesterday.

At an anniversary session such ag this, one is tempted to draw up a balance of
the past successes and failures of the Organization's work in protecting

fundamental freedoms and human rights, 1 shall not do so.
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It is all toco well-known that the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights led to impressive standard-setting in the field of human rights,
including the setting up of supervisory bodies under the various international
human rights instruments. To further monitor compl iance with human rights
standards, the Commission on Human Rights created country rapporteurs, thematic
rappor teurs and working groups.

One can truly speak of an impressive body of international human rights law
and of an imaginative machinery to monitor the protection of h:.lman rights.

The Chairman of the twelve member States of the European Community, Ambassador
Zepos, has already elaborated on the position of the Twelve with regard to the
promotion of human rights world-wide.

Looking at the human rights scene from the Netherlands, I should just like to
highlight four additional points.

Pirst, despite the existence of an impressive number of international human
rights instruments and despite the supervisory machinery provided for, human rights
violations still persist. 1In some cases, that is due to an unfortunate lack of
political will by Governments to respect the human rights of their citizens. 1In
other cases, Governments are faced with factors that impede the implementation of
their human rights policies. The United Nations should play a role in removing
both causes of violation.

Secondly, and in that connection, I wish to commend the tremendously valuable
role of a nuwer of non-governmental crganizations in the field of monitoring the
protection of human rights. Their generally accurate and unbiased repor ts on human
rights violations are an important source of information and a constant reminder to
the international community that much work remains to be done in further ing respect

for human rights.
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Thirdly, in the near future less priority should be given to the further
drafting of international human rights instruments, Priority should rather be
given to the task of having Governments comply with the interrational standards
already set. Effective dissemination of texts will make officials and citizens
alike more aware of those standards. The universal character of human rights has
clearly been accepted and it is therefore up to the international comnunity,
including the United Nations and its individual Member States, to see to it that
international standards of human rights are respected. The international comunity
should leave no situation of human rights violations unaddressed and should express
its strong indignation when human rights violations take place. 1In several
instances in the past, it became clear that such expressions of indignation
actually led to improvements in human rights situations.

Fourthly, the international community should strengthen the supervisory bodies
as set up by the various international instruments on h;xman rights, in order to use
those bodies more effectively in moni toring human rights viola tions. 1In the course
of an exercise of that kind, means should be found to alleviate the problems that
SO0me States face in fulfiiling all the different reporting obligations under the
human rights instruments. 1In the latter field, the United Nations Advisory
Services Programme could play an important role.

The Netherlands circulated document A/C.3/43/5 on that matter during the
current session of the Assembly, to which document I draw members® attention.

Finally, it is our fervent hope that, at the next anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the General Asgembly can look back at a period in
which compl iance by States with the international standards of human richts has

become a matter of course.,
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Mr. GHEZAL (Tunisia) (ir.terpretation from French): May I first express
to the delegation, Government and pecples of the Soviet Union the sympathy and
solidarity of our Government and people following the tragic earthquake that struck
that friendly country.

Celebrating today the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which, on 10 December 1948, enshrined the principles solemly laid
down three years before in the San Francisco Charter - such principles as faith in
the value and dignity of the individual, respect for fundamental rights and
freedoms and the equality of all before the law - the international comunity is
called upon to reaffirm its irreversible commitment to the noble gcals and ideals
contained in the Universal Declaration and its determination to guarantee the

promotion and protection of the whole gamut of human rights.
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The United Nations has worked throughout the past four decades to codi fy the
Principles and ideals Proclaimed by the Universal Declaration and to provide the
necessary machinery for moni toring and defending human rights. The results of its
work include the International Covenants on civil, political, economic, sccial ang
cultural rights, which have been concluded between nations, and the internaticnal
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, which my country ratified this year without any reservations.

Thanks to the moral authority given to it by the Charter, the United Nations
has thus served as an appropriate framework for codifying humanitar ian law, which
is now o be found in virtually all national legislations. fThe Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Tunisia has already emphasized, during the general debate at this
session, Tunisia's firm commitment to human rights, both at the domestic level and
in the principles of its foreign policy. He mentioned the important steps taken to
guarantee the effective exercise of and respect for those rights., Indeed such
Steps were taken in the context of the historic turning point which my country
exper ienced with the change that took place on 7 Noverber 1987.

More recently, the signing by all the political parties and social
organizations of the country of a national cvenant on the occasion of the first
anniversary of 7 Noverber, was an opportunity for all Tunisians ¢+ men and women from
all walks of life, to reaffirm their complete commitment to oonsol idating democr acy
and legality.

That Covenant specifically stipulates that:

"human rightsg imply safeguarding the security of the individual and

guaranteeing his freedom and dignity, as well as guaranteeing freedom of

opinion and expression, freedom of the press and freedom of religion ...
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The protection of fundamental freedoms calls for firmly es'tablishing the
values of tolerance and eliminating all forms of violence ... The principle
of equality means equality among citizens, men and women, without
diagtiminaticn as to religion, colour, opinion or political conviction ...".

That ptoclamationvin effeét reflects reality in Tunisia today.

The Kobel Peace Prize given this year to the United Nations peace~keeping
forces is a stirring tribute to the soldiers of peace, to the grand work done by
the United Nations and to the meritorious action carried out with devotion and
determination by the Secretag;-Genetal, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, in furtherance
of the noble causes of humanity. That is an act which we wish to hail.

Yet, although there is reason to rejoice over the progress achieved in human
rights, one must regrettably denounce the flagrant persistence of abuses and
violations affecting entire peoples, victims of oppression to this very day, who
are denied the most basic human rights, such as the right to life, the right to
self-determination and the right to deﬁelopnmnt.

Principles and ideas are not very useful if they are not respected. In order
tc preserve what has been accomplished in recent years in the sphere of human
rights, the international commuﬁity must’ensure the effective enforcement of the
existing legal arsenal, while at the same time drawing up .ew instruments. That is
the spirit in which the Movement of Non-Al igned Countries announced recently in
Nicosia that the democratization of international relations and the establishment
of peace could be achieved only if the international conmunity continued its
efforts to eliminate the impairment of human dignity.

Mr. LEGVAILA (Botswana): Our hearts go out to the people of the Soviet

Union whose Armen’an region has just experienced a devastav:ug earthquake. Our

sincere condolences are extenaed particularly to the families that have carried the
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brunt of this unfortunate tragedy. May they be comforted by the knowledge that we
are with them in their suffer ing and loss.

Forty years have passed since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. These have been 40 years of great transformations, reformations and
cataclysms in the development of human society. The Declaration was then, as
today, a statement of enorious import, value and relevance. One cannot contemplate
the kind of world we would be 1iving in if we had not had over these 40 years a
universal code of human conduct, as a constant and unyielding reminder that

"... recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable

rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom,

Justice and peace in the world®, (cesolution 217 (I11))

Those words come from the Universal Declaration itself.

The world of 1948 was a world of thriving empires, a world divided and
polarized by racial bigotry and callous indifference to the denigrated humanity of
the people of coiour in Agia, Africa and Latin America. The rest of us in 1948
were non-persons, playthings of Eurcpean colonialism, victims, rather than
subjects, even of international law itself. We existed only as an accident of
creation.

The past 40 years have, however, witnessed the greatest and most far-reaching
tr iumph of the human spirit. The entire third world, now proudly represented in
this Assembly, has come into being during this period, a consequence of the
stubborn determination of its Peoples to be masters of their own destinies, to
throw away the yoke of slavery and colonia’l:@'sm, and to attain their own freedom.
And the role played by the Universal Dec'laz;a‘nt:lon of Human Rights was not
insignificant in the conception and birth of the new nations. The rest of the

so-called free world could not, after 10 December 1948, continue to mask or mangle
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the truth about the poverty of its vaunted belief in and fidelity toc the values of
human freedom and liberty and justice. A world partially free and partially slave
became utterly incompatible with the existence of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights as a cod of civilized human conduct.

And yet the world remains an unhappy place to live in for many pecple., The
Universal Declaration is far from fully observed and implemented. Human rights
enjoy little, if any, respect in many lands across the globe. Brutalization of the
sacred, inherent dignity of the human person is no longer the monopoly of the

heartless colonialists and imperialists.
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Even the erstwhile victims of racial bigotry who have benefited so rmoch from the
implementation of the Universal Declaration in their perilous journey to
independence and freedom have not become paragons of human tolerance, compassion
and forbearance. Some of them have become incorrigible violators of the letter and
spirit of the Declaration.

I have to say this as one of those who come from the third world, but I can
assure you that I speak as the representative of a country that is second to none
in the observance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. .But those of us
who come from the third world and have benefited from the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights have to admit some of the mistakes we have made as we grow into mature
sovereign and independent States. We have to do so in order to make sure that we
can rededicate ourselves to the observance of the humanitarian injunctions of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

But there can be no peer to the brutal cynicism with vhich human rights are
violated in places 1ike South Africa and the occupied West Bank and Gaza in the
Middle East. Imagine that 40 years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights 28 million black South Africans still live under the mogt severe
form of internal colonialism in the country of their own birth. Imagine the sheer
heartiessness with which the benign aspirations of the Palestinian people are
suppressed in the Middle East - the breaking of limbs, the bulldozing of houses,
the deportations, the shooting=-to-kill of peaceful demonstrators in the West Bank
and Gaza. To régimes like those in Israel and South Africa the Universasl
Declaration is evidently a worthless document to be ignored with impunity.

The Univergal Declaration, we insist, is yet to enjoy universal respect. It
is important that on this, its fortieth anniversary, we all rededicate ourselves to
implementing. it, not simply to pay lip-service to it, and to exerting pressure on

those who are denigrating it to become party to it and to implement its
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provisions. The provisions of the Declaration cover a wide spectrum of human

life. Most of these provisions can be found in truly democratic constitutions all
over the world. Therefore a rededication or tecommitment to the implementation of
the Declaration is a rededication and recommnitment to the implementation of our own
domestic constitutions.

There can be no peace in the world so long as the human rights contained in
the Universal Declaration are continually violated and trampled under foot. Respact
for the inherent dignity and equality of the human person is the £oungation of
freedom, justice and peace in the world. Look at all the troubled spots in the
world today - the tragedies currently defacing the reputaticns of nations in
Africa, Asia, latin America and Europe, the whole globe -~ they almost all have
their etiology in the violation of the human rights of their citizens. Aand so lony
as their human rights are violated, people will always rebel to assert their
humanity and to regain at any cost their inalienabie rights.

Mr. ONONAIYE (Nigeria): On behalf of the Government and pecple of the

Federal Republic of Nigeria, I wish to extend heartfelt condolences to the
Government and people of the Soviet Union on the tragedy of the ear thquake that
struck in Armenia. It is our prayer that Almighty God comfort all who have lost
dear ones. |

The occazion of this Plenary meeting is & solemn one. Our intervention will
therefore be short.

The Nigerian delegation is pleased to join in commemorating the fortieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Fights. The elabcration and
adoption of the Universal Declaration in 1948, just three years after the founding
of the United Nations, truly marked a watershed in the annals of world history.
The tenets, freedoms and rights that are embodied and codified in the Declaration

are indeed intended for universal applicability without distinction as to gex,
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creed, race, and religious or political belief because they are relevant to ail
mankind. It is therefore fit and Proper that these fundamental freedoms and rights
have come to represent the reference point to assess the commitment of Governments
and peoples to the promotion of fundamental human rights,

Falling at a time when the rapprochement between the two super-Powers is being
concretized with beneficial consequences for all mankind, the fortieth anniversary
of the Universal Declaration could not have come at a more auspicious time. Tt is
the fervent hope of the Government and people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
that the gains that have been made for world peace in recent times will be fur ther
strengthened and expanded. International peace and Ssecurity occasioned by the
declared willingness of the super-Pcwers to coexist peacefully should be
complemented and reinforced by the restoration of hitherto abridged or truncated
rights of peoples at the naticnal level. The legitimate quest for peace and
tranquility at the international level will ring hollow and be tantamount to
chasing a shadow if it is not accentuated by peace and tranquility at the
intranational level.

It i3 said that experience is the best teacher. Experience has shown time and
again that whenever and wherever fundamental freedoms and human rights are trampled

down, sooner or later there is bound to be a breach of the peace.
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It is the unshakeable belief of my delegation that all pecples, without
exception, have a right to enjoy fundamental richts and freedoms. The right to
life, dignity of the human person, personal liberty and a fair heariag, and freedom
of thought, conscience, religion, expression and the press, peaceful assembly and
asgsociation, are, among other rights and freedoms, too dear to be left to the whims
and caprices of rulers. It is for this reasen that successive Nigerian
Constitutions since independence in 1960 have entrenched and reaffirmed these
fundamental rights and freedoms.

Successive Nigerian Governments, both military and civilian, have faithfully
respected these provisions in ocur Constitution in spite of tne temptations and
difficulties which occur from time to time. Nigeria's credentials in the area of
respect for human rights and the rule of law have been recognized and acclaimed
universally. We totally reject the use of force as & means of settling
international disputes and we abhor and condemn acts of genocide wherever they hvae
or might occur.

Nowhere have the f:regdoms and rights embodied in the Universal Declaration
been more observed in the breach than in racist South Africa. Ensconced and
totally deluded in 1t§ apartheid enclave, the racist régime has continued to deny
the black South African majority their basic human rights. It is regrettable that
the existence of such an international code of reference as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights does not carry encugh moral force to discourage those
Governménts which continue to fraternize with apartheid South Africa from doing
so. By acts of omission and commission thcse Governments continue to shield the
apartheid re’gime_ from the full wrath of the international comnunity at its wilful
violation of the basic rights of the majority of the citizenry. _.he practice of
racial bigotry is an affront to th'e principles enshrined in the Universal

Declacvation of Human Rights,
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A8 we enter a new era of improved global understanding and harmony, it is the
earnest hope of the Government and people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria that
there wiil be greater commitment to, and respect for, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. We owe it to mank ind and it must remain both a duty to and a
Covenant with generations yet unborn to elevate the fundamental freedoms and rights
enunciated in the Declaration from the level of Platitudes to that of a univetaal
moral code of conduct binding on all the human Face. It is in so doing that we can
ensure that the Universal Declaration will yieid universal fruits that can be
enjocyed by one and all.

Miss BYRNE (United States of America): The United States delegation
wishes to join in the universal expression of profound sympathy to the Soviet Union
at the terrible loss of 1ife tesulting from the natural disasters that have
afflicted that nation.

From time immemorial sovereign States have sought to protect their citizens
from the hostile acts of foreigners. The Trojan War, for example, stemmed from a
royal abduction which others thought outrageous. 1In the ensuing ages States began
taking an intense interest in the rights of diplomats and merchants., These and
similar Preoccupations endured, and they eventually produced several highly
tachnical phragses: "diplomztic immunity"; "consular immunity*; consulat
protection”,

Within the last 1,000 years, states have begun protecting their own citizens
from abuses of government authority. Civil and political rights l,ave thus sprung
to life. After the Sacond World War States linked themselve in a common endeavour
which seeks to promote the rights and safequard the dignity of all individuals

everywhere. This enterprise is one of the major innovations embodied in the
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Charter and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, whose fortieth
anniversary we Celebrate. By means of these two documents, Member States acquired
the moral and political standing to review and discuss the human tights and
fundamental freedoms which other nations accord their own citizens,

The Universal Daclaration is an ideal, a beacon nourished by the accumulated
insights and discoveries of the last 1,000 years. The Universal Declaration
illuminates our need to stand alone as individuals. It also attests to our need to
co-operate together as brcthers and sisters. Ir a more prosaic gsense, the
Universal Declaration symbolizes our social and political environment, the
complexities of an interdependent and technological age.

Most of our ancestors operated in a rtather restricted contexts they found
consolation in simpler, more localized convictions. Tolerance, though, was not a
characteristic they greatly valued, and collisions of interests all too often led
to violence.

We in the modern world must adopt the civility and mutual respect which are
the Universal Declaration's hallmarks. In the final analysis, Governments which
unswervingly respect the rights of their own citizens do not embark on aggressive
campaigns aimed at imposing their will on other nations and their people. The
human heart is one, and the Universal Declaration points the way toward a kinder,

gentler, more humane world.
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Mr. MOYA PALENCIA (Mexicc) (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of

the people and Government of Mexico, I wish to express our condoiences to the
People and Government of the Soviet Union and our solidarity with them following
the earthquake which struck the Armenian Republic and caused so mach loss of human
life and material damage in that country.

On the tenth of December last year, Mr. Carlos Salinas de Gortari assumed the
pPresidency of my country. 1In clear, specific language he reiterated Mexico's
commitment to the purpeses and principles of the United Nations Charter and the
Universal Declaration of Ruman Rights. The President of Mexico had already made
clear, on an earlier occasion, that respect for fundamental rights and freedoms
varied according to a collective right, the right to self-determination. He also
said that respect for that right was a prerequisite of other rights and freedoms of
the individual.

That Declaration was in line with my country's unswerving efforts dating back
to 1945, vhen the United Mations Charter was drafted in San Francisco, the ensure
that universal recognition of human rights and fundamental freedoms and the system
of protection of those rights should be incorporated in the Charter. That was not
possible at the time, and later, in 1948, we signed the Universal Declaration, the
fortieth anniversary of which is being celebrated today. Another quarter of a
century passed before we were able to establish the system protecting the
aforementioned rights, including the two International Covenants and the Optional
Protocol.

The Mexican Constitution of 1917, which came about as a result of our
revolutionary movement, enlarged the definition of human rights. It was the first
Constitution to proclaim social rights. More recently, we included in the
Constitution the principles of cur foreign policy, which are fully in line with the

principles of the Charter.
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Por all of these reasons, Mexicc has actively supported the United Kations
bodies which have been created to promote and protect fundamental rights, and we
are a party to the Covenants and instruments which give these rights a universal
character.

Within the framework of the Declaration, these norms and principles have
evolved in a notable way and, although we have not been able to prevent sericus and
systematic violations of human rights in certain parts of the world, other rights
have been spelt out, and their applicability and scope have been expanded. Mexico
regrets that discrimination on the basis of race, sex or religion has not been
entirely eliminated. We reject the loathsome system of apar theid and regret that,
as we approach the twenty-first century, there are still peoples and territories
subject to colonial domination.

Mexico hopes that tiie celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights will serve to awaken the conscience of the peoples of
the world to the urgent need to guarantee full respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms in all countries of the world.

Mr .- ORMMAS - OLIVA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the

Government and pzople of Cuba, I wish to express our sincerest condolences to the
Government and people of the Soviet Union on the tragic consequences of the natural
disaster which has caused such considerable 1oss of human 1ife and mater ial damage .
One of the first tasks vhich the United Nations set itself at the time of its
founding was the drafting of an international bill of human rights, the basis for
which was provided by the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
That instrument is as relevant today, after forty years, as it has ever been in the
past. At the time, the Declaration embodied the aspirations of an entire
generation, which was recovering from the terrible nightmare of fascism and war.

It enshrined for ever universal respect for fundamental human rights and freedoms.
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From that point on, as our Organization becawe stronger, with the édded
menber ship of numerous developing countries which had achieved their independeﬁce
in the 1960s ang 1970s, significant additions were made to the body of human
rights. Important international instruments were adopted, such ags the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,
the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women., There were also the International Covenants on Human Rights. These
instruments, as well as numerous resolutions, reflected serious concerns on the
part of a large number of countries with regard to the struggle for independence,
the struggle against foreign occupation, domination and aggression and threats to
national sovereignty, and so on.

Ideas have evolved over the past four decades, and now the

indivisibility and interdependence of civil and political rights and economic,
social and cultural rights are widely acknowledged. There is also recognition of
the need to give Priority to efforts to eliminate massive and flagrant violations
of human rights which - as in South Africa under the system of apartheid and in the
Palestinian territories occupied by Israel - cause great concern to the
international community. It is imperative that these violations be stamped out.
It is also clear that international co-operation must be based on mrtual respect
and non-interference in the internal affairs of States. An overall solution to the
prcblens I have described must be sought.

In a just and global approach to human rights, the need to promote one
category of rights must never be used as a pretex: for States not to protect or
promote another category of rights. 1In other words, “"human rights” must not be

limited to certain rights which are long-established, even though they have yet to
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be put into practice consistently. 1In addition, it must be recognized that the
right to development is an inaliénable human right and that internai:iona; peace and
security are essential eclements in the full realization of human rights.

In this context, it ig imperative that we guarantee the most fundamental of
rights, namely the right to l1ife. Can it be said that those who do not possess the
wherewithal even to feed themselves, clothe themselves, protect their health and
have access to education and culture can nevertheless give priority to other kinds

of rights?
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Can millions of human beings who are dying of hunger, malnutrition and epidemics in
Asia, Africa and latin America claim to enjoy any other rights? Do they not first
have to be allowed to survive, to live? It is not a matter of £illing stomachs; it
is a matter of guaranteecing the right to life. That right is the primary right,
the crucial right, the priority right.

Here the international community has a major responsibility, our Governments
have this responsibility, but basically we are speaking of those Powers which for
centuries have profited from the wealth of the peoples of the third world. If the
right to development is to be a real, inalienable right of individuals and peoples,
there must first be a willingness to promote international co-operation in ensuring
the development of the countries of the third world. That would be a contribution
to the general welfare of society and a contribution to the maintenance of just and
lasting peace. let us reflect on this even as we celebrate the fortieth

anniversary of the Declaration.

Mr. SAINT-PHARD (Haiti) (interpretation from French): The Haitian

delegation wishes to express its profound sorrow at the cruel disaster which has
struck the Soviet Union and we agk the Soviet delegation to be kind encugh to
convey our sincerest condolences to the Governmen: and people of the USSR, together
with our assurance of our feeling of solidarity at this time of tragedy.

As the world prepares to join France in commemorating the historic date of
1789, my delegation wishes today to take the opportunity of this ceremony to
emphasize Haiti's deep commitment to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
which derives directly from the revolutionary ’prooess begun by France in the age of
ealightenment.

On 22 August 1791, during the Bois~Caiman ceremcny, under the auspices of

Boukman, the African slaves of Santa Domingo answered the call of freedonm,
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self -determination, fraternity and eguality by forging through fire, iron and blood
the Republic of Haiti, which entered the annals of history on 1 January 16804, the
founder being the Haitian patriot Jean-Jaocques Dessalines, together with

Generals Christophe and Petion,

The vicissitudes of contemporary history too often obscure the epic action of
1804, the protagonists in which had already had a taste of decolonization because
of what had happened to the 13 colonies of the new world. Thoge future Haitian
generals, whose courage was unstinted, were to stand out on the battlefields of New
England, and especially during the battle of Savannah, in Georgia. The victeries
of our ancestors of the old colony of Santa Domingo soon gathered momentum and
forcad the metropolitan Power to proclaim, in 1792, the general abolition of
glavery, in the spirit of 1789.

Those noble barefoot Africans, fighting tooth and nail, began and nourished
the process of decolonization with their sweat, their blood and their resources of
all kinds. After 1804, President Alexandre Petion, endorsing Generai Dessaline's
will - itself the political expression of the generosity that characterized the
long tradition of hospitality of old afr ica, adopted the liberator Simon Bolivar
and thus created pan-Americanism before the word was inventegd.

The stimulating value of Haiti's example during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, like the earlier more symbolic example of Spartacus, made the steady
march of colonized peoples towards the sun-drenched peaks of freedom,
self -determination, independence and national sovereignty virtually irreversible.

In thic regard, Haiti - which, if it has not sometimes been the object of the

disdain of certain ignorant people has certainly more often been the victim of
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the morally culpable indifference of many of those that owe us their freedom and
much of their present prosperity - is happy that, even in its present impover ished
state, it does not have to beg from rich skinflints. It alsc welcomes the fact
that its debtors, large and small, throughout the world are not turning a deaf ear,
and have resolved to begin to settle their accounts with this nation, which was for
long a creditor nation but is today ruined and impoverished.

Indeed, without the ability of peoples to achieve this indispensable awareness
regarding their moral debts, what would stop the citizens of Namibia, 185 years
after the independence of the State of Namibia, feeling they were free, for
example, from any debt tc Angola? What would stop the Angyoians séying that they
had no debt to Cuba? what would stop the South Africans saying they had no debt to
the front-line States, at least?

Thus, proud of its history, borne aloft on the wings of its indestructible
faith in its glorious destiny and happiness, the Republic of Haiti has resumed ite
long pilgrimage through the desert of international indifference towards the
promigsed land of the full exercise of human rights, but without ever forgetting the
other side of the coin; the need strictly to observe the duties and obligaticns of
the man and the citizen.

As the representative to the United Nations of the State of Haiti and its Head
of Government, Lieutenant General Prosper Avril, President of the Military
Gc;vernment of 17 September 1988, I have the honour and great pleasure of
reaffirming to the community of nations and of men our solem commitment to pursue
for our people and for all peoples the grand érusade of promcting human rights and

fundamental freedoms in accordance with the Universal Declaraticn of Human Rights,
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that is, the zommon 1dé§l to be achieved by all peoples and all nations, in the
service of the advent of a world which is more humane, more just and certainly a
gentler place in which to live.

These are our feelings in participating in the celebration of the fortieth

anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on this day,

8 December 1988,
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Mr . STANISLAUS (Grenada):s I have the great honour and the distinct

Privilege of speaking on behalf of the Commonwealth Caribbean States here at the
United Nations on this historic occasion.

Our Governments and peoples join in the many expressions of concern and
sympathy to the Government and people of the Soviet Union on the tragic natural
disaster which struck Soviet Armenia recently.

In many faithe and cultures, Judeo-Christian as well as Islamic, the number 40
is a symbol of uniqueness, with great historical and emotional connotations. It is
therefere fit, right and proper that the commemoration of the fortieth anniversary
of that historic international instrument, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, be celebrated with solemity, sincerity and good intent, for it ic a
landmark declaration of the highest humanitarian order to whidc: he Latin phrase

res ipso loguitur - the thing speaks for itself - can be appropriately applied.

Let me take a moment to place in historical perspective and good sequence the
evolution of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the antecedents of
relevance.

The Durbarton Oaks propcsals, which formed the basis of the work of the United
Nations Cenference on International Organization, opened in San Francisco on
25 April 1945. It is important to note that the representatives of Cuba, Mexico and
Panama proposed that the Conference should adopt a declaration on the essential
rights of man. Owing to time cons:-aints the matter was deferred. When the
General Assembly first comvened in London in 1946 the proposal was advanced again,
but was referred to the Commission on Human Rights of the Economic and Social

Council, which placed a draft declaraticn on the agenda of the third session of the




El/dsq A/43/PV.75
77

(Mr. Stanislaus » Grenada)
———To2uS, Grenada

General Assembly, held in Paris. on 10 December 1948 the thiversal Declaration of
Human Rights wag adopted and proclaimed 48 a common standard of achievement for all
pecples and all nations.

Plowing from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is the International
Bill of Human Rights, consisting of two Covenants and an Optional Protocol. The
International Bill of Human Rights declares that the enjoyment of civie and
political freedoms and the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights are
interccnnected and interdependent and that when deprived of economic, social and
cultural rights man does not represent the human person that the thiversal
Declaration envisages.

Although violations of human rights stil: exist, and will continue to exist,
because of man's inhumanity o man, nevertheleas there have been m3jor achievements
in the field of human rights., The Universal Declaration remaing the international
code of conduct by which performance and compl iance can be nmeasurad.

Measures such as the Declaraticn on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, which has been a catalyst in the decolonization process, the
measures taken with respect tc Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories, which have
had far~reaching effects and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discr imination against Wmen are noble contributions.

Measures taken to eliminaté apar theid in sports, on the prohibition of slavery
and torture and on the richt to education, the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the African Charter on
Human ang Peoples*® Rights are only a few of the many noble and laudable efforts on
behalf of human rights,

Although the Universal Declacation of Human Rights remains an outstanding and
historic humanitarian achievement it is really not new. It is simply the

reaffirmation of something ol4, namely, the golden rule: do unto others as you
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would have them do unto you. The preamble to the Declaration of Human Rights and
the 30 articles it contains are basic, elementary and primordial God-given rights
which, if faithfully observed by men and women in their private and personal lives,
can become a code of civilized conduct which will be reflected in family,
community, State, nation and the world.

The statement made Yesterday in the General Assenbly by President Gorbachev
with respect to the consideration and application of human rights in his country is

an indication that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is bezring fruit

world-wide.
Finally, to my mind the embodiment of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights can be summed up in the following verse:
"I sought my soul,
My soul I could not see.
I sought my God,
My God eluded me.
I sought my brother,

And I found all three."
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Mr. DELPECH (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the
people and Government of Argentina, I wish to express our heartfelt condolences to
the people and Government of the Union of Soviet Socialists Republics on the loss
of humap life and mater ial damage caused by the earthquake which struck with such
intense force the region of Armenia.

My delegation wishes to take part in the commemoration of the fortieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. That Declaration was a
most important step in the consolidation of universal recognition of human rights
and fundamental freedoms as generally recognized norms. However, first and
foremost, the Declaration represents a development of the conscience of mank ind,
since the ultimate objective of the whole pProcess is the protection of individuals
and peoples frem abuses 9f authority. The universal acceptance of these rights as
obligatory norms has helée'd overcome differences between various legal, cultural

and political systems.
The Declaration led to the drafting and adoption of a whole body of

international instruments in this area which today serve as a brcad legal framework
for action by the comaunity of nations and represent.one of the major achievements
of international law in this century. This legal corpus has aoguired particular
impor tance because of the special nature of the norms involved which affect and
enhance the lives of all human beings.

| For these reasons, the elaboration of international instruments on human
rights constitutes one of the most important contributions of the United NMations to
mank ind. In addition, we wish to point out that the Latin American countries are
entitled to regard themselves ag pioneers in the promotion of the very concepts
that today are known as human rights and fundamentsl freedoms. These rights indeed
found their way into the constitutions of our countries well before they became

enshrined in international law. The Constitution of 1853 of my country, for
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example, basically contains all the rights which appear in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. We believe Laat today we have a2 valuable
framework within which equal importance is attributed to civil and political rights
and economic, social and cultural rights. We are convinced that scme rights are
not more important than others. Failure to respect one of these rights must never
be used as a pretext to deny any other right, for human rights can be fully enjoyed
only when all of them are respected as a harmonious whole.

Moveover, we are convinced that in the full enjoyment of these rights and
fundamental freedoms may be found the possibility of building a world of peace and
prosperity for one and all.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ (Peru) (interpretation from Spanish): First of all, I wish

to express to the people and Government of the Soviet Uhion the fraternal
solidarity of the people and Government of Peru in the face of the loss of life and
material damage caused by the earthquake which struck their country yesterday.

Commemoraticns take place in society as the response of the human
consciousness to events of exceptional significance. Forty years after the
adoption of the Universal Declacation of Human Rights, the international community
is most certainly celebrating an event of enormous historic significance. But
social customs and practices often turn commemorations into formal affairs and
ceremonies far removed frem their intrinsic nature, leading to rhetoric and banal
~ pronouncem2nts regarding the event. But that is not true in this case, for human
rights touch on the very essence of human beings as individuals and societies.

FPor this reason, the people and Government of Peru on the occagsion of this
commemoratio_n are renewing a commitment which encompasses all men without
distinction @nd ve pledge to cqntinua to take part in this age-old struggle to
humanize man and society, to make humanistic thought and practice a concrete

reality.
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" We hope that the principles of solidarity and justice, which are at the very
heart of humanist thinking, will be not merely theoretical structures but a daily
reality in the transformation of those social, economic and political structures
which at the national ang global level remzin huge obstacles to the full enjoyment
of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which is thellegacy of the highest
philosophical, political and social thought in Eucope and in the developing world -
that thought which from its beginnings regarded man as an end in himself - today
constitutes the cuimination of a long process marked by painful experiences of
massive violations of human rights, extending from the chains of slavery to the
acts of aggression against freedom of religious belief, which in the New World, for
example, tock the form of the so-called extermination of idolatry, down to the
horrible prisons of racism and apartheid.

We have come a long way in the struggle to give mankind its full dignity.
International lecal Principles have been laid down to preserve human rights in an
integral manner, encompassing individual rights ang freedoms and political, social
and economic rights., We are moving resolutely forward to reaffirm aad congsolidate
the rights of peoples. We have even created international supervisory bodies which
are a kind of international guarantee on the hasis of the sovereign acéeptance of
States.,

It i3 undeniable that human rights, in our nuclear age, in our age of

scientific and technological revolutions, are more fully respected than they were.

100 or 200 years ago. There has been historic pregress, and as we approach the

twenty-first century there is a mich better prospect for human beings to lead a

truly dignified life than in the pPast. But much remains to be done.
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There are millions of human beings today who cannot commemorate the
araiversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights because at this very

moment they are imprisoned arbi trarily, victims of torture, religious intolerance,

their political and civilian rights flouted, or because they have simply

disappeared or perizhed in the course of summary executions.
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Today there are many whose human dignity and rights have been violated. They
are individuals and peoples, and they are the silent recipients of the expression
of our solidarity and hope - our hope in an immediate future which will return to
them their full rights as human beings. Our appreciation and tr ibute go also to
the thousands of non-governmental organizations which, day in and day out carry on
the struggle for human rights. And that is indeed the best way of celebrating this
event.

In this context, as we note the dramatic realities of the economic and social
situation of the vast majority of the developing countries, it is imperative that
we draw attention to the fact that in the developing world there are more than
1,300,000,000 human beings living in pPoverty, and 500 million human beings
suffering from chronic malnutrition. That is not compatible with human dignity or
vith minimal respect for human rights,

Poverty and hunger are winning the battle, or so it would seem. Statistics
show us that there hag been a2 dramatic regresgion in living standards, and a
fundamental cause of this phenomenon, which violates the most elementary human
rights of most of the world, is the economic policies conceived within the context
of so-called structural adjustment. It is an ethical imperative, then, and a
requirement of social peace, that we link policies of structural adjustment with
respect for the human, social and political rightg of peoples and with the need to
maintain basic living standards. 1If this is not done we shall only blindly create
explasive social situations, and in that context individual rights and fundamental
freedoms will be violated ever more systematically. For all these reasons the
growing disparity between the industrially advanced countries and those that are
developing is today more than ever before an obstacle to the full enjoyment of

huran rights in the international community.
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As a response to this intolerable situation, perhaps one of the best ways of
celebrating this event would be to reaffirm a covenant of international solidarity,
one that would return to the economies of the world their human dimension. The
international economy must not be allowed to become a vehicle for the violation of
human rights in the developing world. Iet us give back to economics the content it
should possess as a science for human dignity. 2s H, G Wells said, if the world
is not ethical by present standards, then we must persevefe and re-examine these
standards and build a new type of ethics.

Mr. AGJILAR (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): Before beginning
my brief statement may I say that the delegation of Venezuela wishes :» join in the
expressions of sympathy and condolence following the violent earthquake in Armenia,
which has taken such a toll in human lives and has left so many people injured and
80 much material destruction. we requeit the delegation of the Soviet Union to
convey to its Government and people, and in particular to the families of the
victims, our heartfelt friendship and solidarity at this trying time.

On 24 November 1948, a few days prior to the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the process of developing democratic institutions in
Venezucla, which had started a few years previously, was teﬁporarily interrupted.
The delegation of Venezuela, however, contributed, through its vote, to the
adoption of this Declaration at the historic meeting of the General Assembly held
in Paris on 10 December 1948.

Portunately, thanks to the unity of the Venezuelan people, on
23 January 1958 - more than 30 years ago - we resumed the process of affirming anc
strengthening our democratic system of government. It is a pleasure for us to
recall that only a few days ago - on Sunday 4 December - for the seventh
consecutive time, we Venezuelans freely chose s President ¢f the Republic, as well

as representatives and senators, for the ensu ing congtitutional term.
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This brief reference to the recent political history of my country is intended
solely o reiterate our conviction that the democratic system of government ig the
most zppropriate for the effective ang general enjoyment of the fundamental rights
and freedoms of human beings. A system of government that is responsive to the
will of the pecple

"expressed in periodic ang genuine elections which shall be by universal and

equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting

procedures"
= to use the words of article 21 of the Universal Declaration - by definition
of fers better quarantees of respect for and protection of human rights than does
any other type of government.

The principles of freedom, equality with respect to dignity and rights for
human beings, and conse;quently the absence of discrimination based on race, colour,
8ex, language, religion, political or any other views, national or social origin,
economic position, birth or any other condition, as proclaimed in the Declaration,
are the fundamental bases of any Government that prides itself on being truly
democratic. while political derocracy is generally associated with the enjoyment
of what are called civil ang political rights, there is no doubt that a Government
elected by the free will of its people, frcely expressed, will always bear in mind
that the so-called economic, social and cultural rights are equally impertant. I
am referring here to the right to wcrk » social security, an adequate standard of
living, health care, education and the opportunity to participate freely in the
cultural 1ife of the community. Theae rights are also embodied in the D2clarationm.

We know full weil that even in States that have democratic Governmerits, even
in States that have achieved a high level of economic development, the full and
univer sal er‘oyment by each and every person of the civil, political, economic,

social and cultural rights provided for in the Declaration has not been achieved.
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There is at present no country in which more or less serious and frequent
viclations of one or another of thesge rights do not take place, but in the light of
experience there is no denying that the situation with respect to human rights is
better in States that have democratic systems of government. Freclom of opinion
and expression, for example, which is inhe:ent in a genuinely democratic system of
government, is one of the most effective means of promoting human rights,
pPreventing violations of these rights, and pPunishing those responsible for

violations if they occur.
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To conclude this brief statement we shall merely say that the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights deserves the greatest admiration not only for its
contents and its sober and elegant language, but also becsuse it is the point of
departure and the basis for an impressive set of international instruments that
promote and protect human rights; among those instruments I would mention in
Particular the International Covenant on Bconomic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to
the latter Covenant. Those instruments, together with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, make up the so-called international charter of human rights. We are
Pleased to state that Venezuela, in keeping with its strong support for the
Declaration, is a party to those Covenants and the Optional Protocol and to
Practicslly all the international and regional human rights instruments.

Very little remains to be done to complete this magnificent edifice of rules.
We must, however, persevere with the task of ensuring that all States become
parties to these instruments, while at the same time refining and consolidating the
means to ensure their effective implementation.

Mr, - TREIKI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): On
behalf of my delegation, I should like to extend our sincere condolences to the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics an the ear thquake in the Armenian Republic and
some adjoining Soviet territory. I offer the sympathy of the Libyan people to the
friendly Soviet people as they deal with the aftermath of this catastrophe.

For more than 1,400 years the notion of equity in human rights has held a high
place in Islam. 1Islam is a faith that upholds the dignity of the individual.
Throughocut history man has striven for equality, justice and freedom.

One of Islam's Caliphs, Cmar - may God's blessing be upon him - once said:

"How, then, can you enslave pecple when they were born free?. That saying is
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telling evidence of Islam's belief in human rights and its ingsistence that thoge
rights must be upheld and defended.®*

Many centur ies later'. the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was
proclaimed. We are now commemorating its fortieth anniversary. Article 1 of the
Declaration reads:

“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They

are endowed with reason and congcience and should act towards one anoth~ in a

spirit of brotherhoog”.

That Declaration was Proclaimed with the Purpose of reminding us all that the human
being 's dignity and sacred fundamental rights must never be violated. It was
Proclaimed at a time when mank ind was in dire need of a world of peace, fraternity,
justice and equality.

Today, however, while the international comrunity commemor ates this sol emn
occasion, a good many of us are deprived of the most basic rights and freedoms
because of continued occupation, aggression, discrimination and backwardness.

For example, let us think of the plight of the Palestinian peorle. They have
been uprooted, displaced and expelled from their homeland. Those Palestinians who
have remained under occupation suffer daily the most atrocious forms of oppression,
torture and discrimination - for the sole reason that they are Arab and are trying
to regain their usurped rights. Moreover, some of them have a different religion,

Lat vz think also of the Plight of the nillions of black people in Scuth
Africa and Namibia, who are subjected to the most atrocious forms of racial
discrimination for the sole reasen that they are black and are defending their

dignity and basic human rights. There are many other peoples that are stcill

* Mr., Rana (Nepal), Vice-Presldent, took the Chair.
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systematically denied their rights merely because they are defending their
identity, dignity and sovereignty.

Many other peoples are systematically denied their rights and continue to be
victims of aggression, interference in their affairs and hegemcnistic designs; they
are reduced to the status of dependants.

The important question that must be asked in this respect is: where does
humanity stand with regard to the noble objectives and principles of the thiversal
Declaration of Human Rights, the Charter and varijous other international
instruments that deal with human rights? We must also ask: what has been achieved
during the past 40 years? what remains to be done in the future? That is the
context on which the international community must focus in the future.

This commemoration mus‘ <ot be a mere ritual: it must be a genuine wint of
departure for serious, sincere international co-operation for the effective
implementation of the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
all other international instruments relevant to human rights, If that is to
happen, we must start by eliminating all the hurdles that obstruct such
implementation. Above all, we must eliminate all forms of colonialism, acts of
aggression, terrorism, racism and racial discrimination.

Human rights, as defined in the relevant international instruments, are an
integral, indivisible whole. They are interrelatedly fused together, to the point
of being inseparable. We must make that our point of departure. It is neither
logical not just to speak of the rights of man and the freedoms of the individual
without keeping the human rights of whole peoples in view.

It is our profound belief that individual rights are sacred and must not b2
violated. 1Indeed, it is our duty to respect, maintain and protect those rights of

the individual. That must not, however, be done at the expenge of the rights of
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whole groups of human beings or peoples - such as the right to self-determination,
the right to develcpment, the right to work, the right to shelter, and so forth.

Thus, this commemcration must be the first step toward the achievement of
international soiidarity. in ﬁ!at direction.

It is not logical bo“'s'peak of human rights when miliions of young people in
Africa are allowed to go hungry or without medicine. It ié not logical to speak of
human rights when whole peogles are subjected to the most atrocious forms of
econonic exploitation at the hands of foreign monopolies.

This year, when we are commemorating the fortieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, there have been many positive developments in the
field of human rights in our country - despite constant political, economic and

mili tary p::essurea brought to bear upon us.
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In March of last year all political Prisoners were set free and their basic
rights and freedoms restorad. There followed many practical measures to guarantee
for all Libyan citizens enjoyment of their rights to free movement, to residency
and employment. All administrative travel restrictions were lifted. These
procedures culminated in the adoption of a human tights document in the Jamahiriya,
codifying and organizing the imple:ientation' of all human rights and basic‘ freedoms
in Libya. We are intent on acting to protect what we have achieved 1;1 this
gphere. We are now considering many issues relative to human rights on the
international and iocal levels. An in~depth and ob'jecti.ve study is being

undertaken of all relevant international 1nsttux—nents to which we have not yet
adhered, with a view to our doing so in fututé.

On this important occasion we wish once again to express the sincere hope that
what we have already achieved in the consolidation of international efforts in the
field of human rights will be fruitful.

Mr. PAOLILLO (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to convey
, to the delegation of the Soviet Union the feelings of solidarity of the Government
and people of Uruguay on the tragedy that has just befallen the Republic of Armenia.

The progress achieved in the field of human rights in the last 40 years is
extraordinary. Pundamental human rights have been identified, defined and declared
sacred and invioclable, and mechanisms for their protection and monitoring have been
created and set in motion, Many international instruments to ensure obsgervance of
and respect for human rights now govern the conduct of a large number of States,
and I am proud to sﬁate that Uruguay has been among the first to ratify most of
those instruments and their protocols.

But perhaps what is more important still and distinguishes this period of

history from previous ones is the universal, and now irrreversible, acceptance that
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the protection of human rights and all related issues are no longer a domestic
matter but rather international and of interest to all because the values at stake
are fundamental to humanity.

¥o one can today ser iously invoke sovereignty or natiornal interest to escape
the watchful eye of the international community, which focuses on those who violate
freedoms, on those who kill, torture, imprison, discriminate against, persecute or
exclude individuals on the basis of race, gsex or beliefs,

The life, physical being and freedom of the individual have become the concern
of all. Never before has the moral imperative been so prevalent.. . It underlies the
, words of an author quoted Yesterday in the Asgembly: "... any man's death
diminishes me, because I am involved in markind." B |

The point of departure and the inspiration for this new humanitar ian ethic was
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the moving force behind its
implementation has been the United Nations.

This is a giant step in the history of man's progress, a step whose magnitude
we sometimes forget precisely because defence of human rights has become part of
our daily routine. But we have an enormcus task ahead of us. |

At this very time, as we celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the Universal
De't":latation, millions of people in all regions of the world are’ suffering and -
dying, victims of violations of their essential rights,

There remain Governments, social groups and individuals that have escaped the
influence of the new humanitarian ethic and its freedéms. Pifficult battles will
have to be waged to end the actions of such Governments and groups and to remove
the seeds of prejudice and intolerance from the hearts of those involved. New
generations must act out of thé conviction that human rights are sacred and
inviolable. We must therefore give priority tc education on human rights, their

nature and their implementation. The consequences of human rights for social
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existence should be included in the curriculums of primary schools throughout the
world so that every inhabitant of the planet may grow with the conviction that
respect for and the protection of human rights are as essential to life as light,
water and the air we breathe.

In the task of establishing the universality of human rights, the United
Nations must continue to Play a fundamental role, but this is not a task for
international organizations alone. We must share in the responsibility of
assisting the millions suffering today because their freedoms are being ignored and
their rights violated. and we must assist them not only as Menmbers of the United
Nations through the drafting and adoption of resolutions, but also ac members of
Governments whose political actions must at all times be aimed at strict respect
for the human person, and as individuais motivated t?y respect for others and the
need to ensure for them recognition of the rights we claim for ourselves.

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with General Assembly resolution 477 (V) of

1 November 1950, I now call on the Observer of the Iecague of Arab States.

Mr: MANSOURI (League of Arab States) (interpretation from Arabic): On

behalf of my delegation I should like at the outset to express to the Soviet
delegation our deecpest sympathy and our condolences on the tragic events in Armenia.

It is my pleasure to take Part in this celebration on behalf of the delegation
of the League of Arab States. Forty years have passed since the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, an important and historic document adopted
wnanirously after lengthy discussion.

Member States have committed themselves to respecting the principles and noble
objectives of the Declaration because of their conviction that those principles and
objectives are the minimum standards by which we must abide to guarantee for all
citizens of the world a worthy, free life that consecrates their political,

cultural, social and economic rights.
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The noble principles édvocated by the Universél Declaration of Human Rights
apply to mankind as a whole, at all times and in all parts of the world, without
any discriminaf:ion on grounds of religioﬁ, creed or race, and they also encompass
freedom of thought and expression as well as justice, legality and the right of
Peoples to self-determination.

Unfor tunately, although 40 years have passed since the adoption of the
Universal Declaration, the Present international situation demcnstrates that racist
régimes throuchout the worild continue to turn their backs on it and flout their
international commitments. what is happening in South Africa, Namibia and occupied
Palestine shows that the occupying forces there totally ignore - indeed, openly
challenge ~ human rights. That is happening in the occupied territories, where
there is rejection of the most fundamental principles of democracy, freedom and
equality, just as apartheid rejects the right of pPeoples to seli-determination, a
right to be found in the United Nations Charter.

We can say that the Universal Daclaration, whose fortieth anniversary we are
celebrating, is the essence of the values anéi principles hammered out by human
civilization, which in their diversity consecrate all auman rights in one way or
another. 1In that context, we believe that any violation or contravention of the
Declaration by the régimes of South Africa and Israel present a challenge to
mank ind as a whole, on which we cannot be silent. The continued military
occupation of Namibian and Palestinian territory is an obstacle to the right of
peoples to self-determination and a denial of human rights - primarily, the right

to freedom, the sine qua non condition for human dignity, since without freedom man

is not truly man. It is in freedom that the secret of his creative dgenius lies,
That it why it is now more than ever necessary for the international community

to act with a sense of responsibility to force those two régimes % put an end to
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the occupation of Namibia and Palestine, as well as to their expansionist and
racist policies, particularly since the numercus expressions of condemnation by
internat'icnal forums are no longer sufficient. We therefore wish to take this
opportunity to make a new appeal to the international oomunity to do everything in
its power to force Israel and South Africa to respect the provisions of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights immediately in order to pPreserve peace and
gecurity, and to réaffirm their commitment to the United Nations Charter, which
aims to save mankind from the scourge of war, persecution, arbitrariness and
oppression.

There can be nc doubt that significant progress has been made in human rights
since the adoption of the Declaration in 1948. The General Assembly has several
times taken note of that considerable progress, But the Organization went even
furthes when it stated the rights that had to be recognized as human rights, by
adopting the Internatfonal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Richts. The General
Asserbly has also adopted other international conventions, all of which aim at
reaffirming the dignity of the human person and preserving his freedom and his
right to happiness. We all hope that those rights will be implemented in the most
rigorous way posaible, for the greatest gocd of mankind.

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with resolution 3237 (XXIX) of

22 November 1974, I now call on the Observer of the Palestine Liberation
Organization. .

Mr. TERZI (Palestine Liberation Organization (FLO)): When natural
calamities take their toll, zll that we human beings can do is to express our

condolences to the survivors of the victims. So, through you, Sir, I wish to give
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the following message to our colleaques of the Swiet Union delegation. I ask them
Please to accept our sympathy and condolences. We know that nobody can stop
natural calamities, but on ghis fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights we can say "Yes, we human beings can put an end to inhuman
calamities that are carried out through the brutalities of some régimes against
human beings."

For 40 years, every morning and evening we have spoken about human rights and
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, when peoples like the Palestinian people
and the peoples of South Africs and Namibia are every day subjected te violaticns
of thoge human rights, Every day we look at the International Bill of Human
Rights, and what do we see there? It sayss

“Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person."

(resolution  217A‘ (1XI1), articlie 3)

In Palestine and Palestinian territory under Israeli occupation we wonder whether
the Israeli authorities have ever heard of that article, which says that everyone
has the right to 1life, when children aged 5, 6, 8 or 10 and aged people of 60 and
even 80 are deprived of their lives by rubber buliets or otherwise. Palestinians
are deprived of their liberty, and there is no sense of security whatsoever, to the
extent that in his report in January the Secretary-General expressed alarm about
the deprivation and denial of thcse human rights to the Palestinian people.
We read:
"No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading

treatment or punishment.” (ibid;  article: 5)

But how much more inhuman could it be than when thousands of Palestinians are

thrown into the desert, deprived even of drinking water?
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We also reads

"Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to

return to hisg count:f."' (ibié;'ariicie- 13; - para. - 2)
Only the other day the &senbly al"most" unahimously called for thg éxef:cise by the
Palestinian people of their ;ight to return to their homes and to thei;é pfoperty.
Further, we read: ' |

"Everyone has the right to a nationality.” (ibid, article 15'..'para.. 1)

Yet the Palestinian people have heen depr ived of formal recognition of the»ix.-'

nationality.
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We overcame that when, on 15 November 1988, the Palestine National Council
declared the establishment of the State of Palestine in the land of Palestine. Our
Naticnal Council made i* very clear in that Declaration, when it said:

°The State of Palestine declares its commitment to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations, to the Universal Declaration of Human

Righta." (A/43/827, p.'15)

There, as a first step, in the beclaration of our independent Stats: we declare our
commitment to respect the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
What eise do we declare in the Declaration of Inde=pendence? We Jeclare:
"The State of Palestine shall be for Palestinians, wherever they may be,
therein to develop their national and cultural identity and therein to enioy
full equality of rights.”
I repeat:s “full equality of rights”. The Declaration continues:
"Their religious and political beliefs and human dignity shall therein be
safeguarded under a democratic parliamentary system based on freedom of
opinion and the freedom to form parties, based on the heeding of the majority
for minority rights and the respect of minorities for majority decisions, on
gocial justice and equality and on non-discrimination in civil zights on
grounds of race; religion or colour or as betwaen men and women, under a
Constitution ensuring the rule of law and an independent judiciary and on the
basis of true fidelity of the age-old spiritual and cultural heritage of
Palestine with respect to mitual tclerance, coexistence and magnanimity among
teligions.” (ibid.)
Thote are the principles that we Palestinien people have set ourselves o
achieve, and we shall in gond time be asking the Geaneral Assembly to support us in

the pursuit of the happiness and welfsre of all human beinga.
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What iz embarrassing is that we stand here observing the fortieth anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights when some members sit here, and one in
particular that has no regard or respect or perhaps even knowledge, in total
disregard of those rights, killing our children in the streets of Jerusalem, Nabluc
and Hebron. Can we hope that the Asgsenmbly can look with brighter prospects towards
the year to come when human rights will be respected, not merely talked about, when
the General Assembly will make sure that it can ensure respect for those human

rights?

The PRESIDENT: We have thus heard the last speaker at this commemorative

sesgion,
T now invite members to turn their attenticn to draft resolution A/43/L.47. 1
should like to announce that the Sudan has become a spongor of the draft resolution.
May I take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt the draft resolution without a
yote?

Draft resolution  A/43/L: 47 was: adopted (resolution 43/90).

The PRESIDENT: The commemorative meeting of the General Assembly devoted

to observance of the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, under agenda item 38, is now concluded.
AGENDA ITEMS 87 TO 107, 144 and 12 (continued)

INPLEMENTATION OF 'HE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE SECOND DECADE TO COMBAT RACISM
AND RACIAL DISCRIMIMATION:

(a) REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/775)

(b) REFORT OF THE FIPTI COMMITTEE (A/43/845)

ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJOYMSNT OF ITUMAN RIGHTS OF POLITICAL, MILITARY,
ECQONOMIC AND OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO THE RACIST AND COLONIALIST REGIME
OF SOUTH AFRICA: REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/776)

QUESTION OF AGING: REPORT GF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/898)

PCLICIES AND PROGRAMMES INVOLVING YOUTH: REPCRT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/809)
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ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION: REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE
(A/43/777)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACTION CONCERNING DISABLED PERSONS AND THE
UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS: REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/810)

CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE:
(a) REFORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/811)
(b) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE {A/43/824)

ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN: REPORT OF THE THIRD
COMMITTEE (A/43/812)

FORWARD-LOOKING STRATEGIES FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WCMEN TO THE YEAR 2000: REFORT
OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/813)

IMFORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO
SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COIONIAL COUNTRIES
AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS: REPORT OF
THE THIRD COMMITTEE (Parts ! and II) (A/43/778 and Add.1)

ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE: REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE
(A/43/869;

HUMAN RIGHTS AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOIOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS: REPORT OF THE THIRD
COMMITTIEE (A/43/870)

QUESTION OF A CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD: REFORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE
(A/43/871) A

INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS: REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/872)

REPORTING OBLIGATIONS OF STATES PARTIES TO UNITED NATIONS INSTRUMENTS ON HUMAN
RIGHTS;

(2a) REPORT OF THE THIRD OOMMITTEE (A/43/873)
(b) REPORT OF THE FYPTH COMMITTEE (A/43/937)

OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES: REPORT OF THE THIRD
COMMITTEE (A/43/874)

INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST TRAFFIC IN DRUGS: REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE
(A/43/875)

ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND MEANS WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM FOR
IMFROVING THE EFFECTIVE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS: REPORT
OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/876)

NEW INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN ORDER: REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/877)
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TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR FUNISHMENT: REFORT OF
THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/878)

PMILIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS: REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/814)
RESPONSIBILITY OF STATES TO BAN IN THEIR TERRITORY, AND TO REFRAIN FROM INSTIGATING

OR SUPPORTING IN THE TERRITORY OF OTHER STATES, CHAUVINISTIC, RACIST AND OTHER
MANIFESTATIONS THAT MAY CAUSE DISCORD BETWEEN PBOPLES AND INVOLVEMENT OF

YOUTH OF THE IDEALS OF PEACE, MUTUAL RESPECT AND URDERSTANDING BETWEEN PBOPLES:
REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTTEE (&/43/815)

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL OCOUNCIL
(a) REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/43/868)
‘ (b) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE {A/.43/936)
The PRESIDENT: I cail upon the Rapporteur of the Third Committee to

introduce the CC_mmittee's reports in one statement.

Mcr. CASAJUANA (Spain), Rapporteur of the Third Committee (interpretation

from Spanish): It is my honour to introduce the reports of the Third Committee on
the various agenda items entrusted to it by the General Assembly for its
consideration,

With regard to agenda item 87, "Implementation of the Procramme of Action for
the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination®, the Thirad
Comni ttee’s report is contained in document A/43/775. 1In that document it
recomeends the adoption of the draft resolution containad in paragraph 10.

With regard to agenda item 88, "Adverse consequences for the enjoyment of
human rights of political, military, economic and other forms of assistance given
to the racist and colonialist régime of South Africa®, the Committee in its report
(A/43/776) recommends the adoption by the General Assembly of a draft resolution
contained in paragraph 1s.

On agenda item 89, “Question of aging®, the Thicd Committee's report



RM/23 A/43/PV.75
110

(Mr. Casajuana, Ra £ teur,
Third Cqmittee) -

(A/43/808) contains a draft resolution, in paragraph 10, that the Committee
recommends to the General Agsgenbly for adoption.

The Comnittee's report (A/43/809) on agenda item 90, 'Poiicies and programmes
involving youth®, contains a draft tesolution in paragraph 9 that it recommends to
the Assembly for adoption. V

On agenda item 91, "Elimination of all forms of x;acial discrimination®, the
Third Committee, in paragraph 16 of its report (A/43/777) recommends the adeption
of three draft resolutions.

Concerning agenda item 92, “Implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled f’ersons'. the
" Third Commi ttee recommends in its report (A/43/810) the adoption of a draft
resolution contained in paragraph 7. |

Under agenda item 93, "Crime prevention and criminal justice”, the Thitd
Committee's report (A/43/811) recommends, in paragraph 9, the adoption of a draft
xagolution in that connection. '

The Third Committee's report on agenda item 94, "Elimination of all forms of
discrimination against wome!i', is contained in A/43/812. Paragraph 9 of that
report seeom@ends a draft resolution to the General Assembly for its adoption.

With regard Eo agenda item 95, “"Forward-looking strategies for the advancement
of women to the year 2000”, the Committee‘s report (A/43/813), in paragraphs 25 and
26, recommends the a'doption of four draft resolutions and one draft decision.

wwi regard to agenda item 96, "Importance of the universal realization of the
right of pecples to self-datermination and of the speedy granting of independence
to colonial ocountr ie's and peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of
husan rights®, the Committee in its reports (A/43/778 and A/43/7178/Md.1)
| recommends the adoption of thiee draft resolutions contained in paragraphs 14 and

8, respectively.
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Concezrning agenda item 97, entitled "Flimination of all forms of religious
intolerance”, the Third Committee recommends in its report (A/43/869) the adoption
of a draft resolution contained in paragraph 7 of that report.

Concerning agenda item 98, entitled “"Human rights and scientific and
technclogical developments®, the Third Committee recommends in its report }
(A/43/870) the adoption of three draft resolutions contained in paragraph 17 of the
report.

Concerning agenda item 99, entitled "Question of a convention on the rights of
the child"' the Third Committee recommends in its report (A/43/871) the adoption of
a draft resolution contained in paragraph 8 of that report.

Concerning agenda item 100, entitled "International Covenants on Human
Rights”®, the Third Committee recommends in its report (A/43/872) the adoption of
two draft resolutions contained in paragraph 18 of the report.

Concerning agenda item 101, entitled “"Reporting obligations of States parties
to Unjited Nations instruments on human rights”, the Third Committee in its report
(A/43/873) recommends the adoption of a draft resolution contained in paragraph 13
of that report.

With régazd to agenda item 102, entitled "Office of the United Nztions High
Commissioner for Refugees®, the Third Committee recommends in its report (A/43/874)
the adoption of four draft resolutions contained in paragraph 17 of that report.

Concerning agenda item 103, entitled "International campaign against traffic
in drugs™, the Third Committee recommends in its report (A/43/875) the adoption of
three draft resolutions contained in paragraph 13 of that report.

Concerning agenda item 104, entitlced “Alternative approaches and ways and
means within the United Nations éystem for improving the effective enjoyment of

human rights and fundamental freedoms”, the Third Committee recommends in its



JB/24 A/43/2V.75
112

(Mr . Casajuana, Rappor teur,
Third Committee)

report (A/43/876) the adoption of six draft z_esolutions contained in paragraph 25

of that report.

cOhcezning- agenda item 105, entitled "New internaticnal humanitarian ordec®,
the Third Ccmﬁittee recommends in its report (A/43/877) the adopticn of three draft
resolutions contained in paragraph 19 of that report.

Concerning agenda item 106, entitled "Torture and other cruel, inhuman, or
degrading treatment or punishment®, the Third Comittee x:ecomenés in its report
(A/C3/8‘i8) the adoption of three draft resolutions contained in paragraph 12 of
that report.

Concerning agenda item 107, entitled "Families in the development process®,
the Third Committee recommends in its report (A/43/814) the adoption of a draft
resolution contained in paragraph 12 of that repofto

Concerning agenda item 144, entitled "Responsibility of States to ban in their
tét:itoty, and to refrain from instigating or supporting im the territory of other
States, chauvinistic, racist z'lnd other manifestations that may cause discord
between peoples and involvement of Governments and the mass media in combating such
mgnifestations and in educating peoples and youth in the spirit of pegoeful
co-operation and international entente; and evaluation of the implementation of the
Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mitual Respect and
Understanding between Peoples”, the Taird Committee recommends in its report
(A/43/815) the adoption of a draft resolution contained in paragraph 10 of that‘
report. . .

Finally, with regard to agenda item 12, entitled “Report of the Economic and
Social Council®, in paragraph 107 of the report (../3/868) there are 23 draft
resolution recommended for adoption. Paragraph 108 of the report also contains

three draft decisions recommended for adoption.
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Thete is an error in paragraph 4 of the mglish text of draft resolution XXII

L in that repott:. The error should be corrected because Spanish is the original

language for that draft resolution.

- In conclusion, I wish to take this opportunity to expross my gratitude to all
the qelbere of the Third Committee for their cont.:'ibultions to the work of the
Committee. I shouid also like to pay tribute “to the-éhairman and the two
Vice~Chairmen for theit efforts in successfully cartyihg out the work of the
Committee. I also wish to express my deep gratitude to the Secretariat staff for
their dedication and co-operation. |

‘The PRESIVENT: If there is no proposal under rule 66 of the rules of

p:oeedure,' I shall take it that the General Agssembly decides not to discuse the
reports ~€ the Third Committee that are before .the Assenbly today.- . -

It vas s0 decided.

gﬁg;mmmmré Statements will therefore be limited to explanations vof
vote. | ‘

The positions of delegations regarding the various reconmendations of the
Third Committee have been made clear in the Committee and are reflected in the
relevant official records.,

I remind members that under paragraph 7 of decision 34/401, the General
Assenbly agreed that when the same draft resolution is considered in a Main ‘
Committee and in plenary meeting, a delegat:lon should, as.far as possible, explain
‘i1ts vote only once, that is, either in the Committee or in plenary meeting unless .
that delegation's vote in pPlenary meeting is different from its vote in the

Commi t tee.
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May I remind delegations that, also in accordance with General Assembly
decision 34/401, explanations of vote are limited to ten minutes and should be made
by delegations from their seat.

The Assembly will consider the report of the Third Comittee on agenda item
87, entit;ed "Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Decade to
Combat Racism and Racial Deicrimination®, which appears in document A/43/775.

I now call on those delegations wishing to make statements in explanation of
vote before the vote.

Miss BYRNE (United States of America): The United States will not
participate in the General Assembly’s action on the draft resolution entitled
"Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism

and Racial Discrimination®.
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Mr. BEN-DOV (Israel): My delevgation w:_lshes to draw attention to the fact
that we shall not participate in the vote en this draft resolution on the Second
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, for the reasons explained in the
Commi t tee. '

The PRES IDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on the draft

resolution relating to the Second Decade to Cormbat Racism and Racial
Discrimination, recommended by the Third Committee in Paragraph 10 of its report
(A/43/7175).

The report of the Fifth Committee on the pProgramme budget implications of this
draft resolution is contained in document A/43/845.

The draft resolution was adopted by the Third Committee without a vote. May 1
consider that the General Assembly wishes to adopt it?

The draft resolution was: adopted (resclution 43/91).

The PRESIDENT: This concludes our consideration of agenda item 87,

The Asgembly will now turn to the report of the Third Committee (A/43/776) on
agenda item 88, entitled "Adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights of
political, military, economic and other forms of assistance given to the racist and
colenialist régime of South Africa®.

I call on the representative of Botswana who wishes to speak in explanation of

vote,

Mrs. MOIOJWANE (Botswana): The Botswana delegation will vote in favour

of draft resolution A/C. 3/43/L.11/Rev.l, in the report of the Third Committee in
document A/43/776, and draft resolution II in the report of the Third Comittee in

document A/43/778 and Add.l.
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However, we wish to declare our inability to implement paragraphs in those
draft cesolutions which call for economic sanctions against South Africa, for
obvious reasons. My country will not, however, stand in the way of those that can
and wish to impose economic sanctions against South Africa.

The' PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on the draft

resolution recommended by the Third Committee in pgzagtaph 15 of its report
(A/43/776) .

Separate, recorded votes have beern requested on the eleventh preanbular
paragraph and operative paragraph 3 of the draft résolution.

Is there is no objection to that request, I shall put the eleventh preanbular
paragraph to the vote first.

A-recorded vote was: taken,

In- favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Benin, Botswana, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso,
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape
Verde, China, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovak ia,
Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gambia, German
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jordan,: Kenva,
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Libyan Arab
Jamahir iya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania,
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Miger, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Poland, Qatar, Fomania, Rsanda, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Enirates, United Reptiblic of
Tanzania, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, zambia, Zimbabwe

Against, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Belize, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica,
Denmark, El Salvador, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic
of, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, 1srael, Italy,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay,
Portugal, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of Anerica
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Abstaining: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bhutan,

The' eleventh-
37 abstentions, *

Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad,
Colombia, Cdte 4'Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Bcuador, Equatorial
Guinea, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Japan, Lesotho, Liberia,
Malawi, Mauritius, Nepal, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru,
Philippines, Saint Lucia, Singapore, Swaziland, Thailand, Togo,
Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire

reambular- paragraph was:retained by 82 votes to- 32, with

The'APREIDmT: I shall now put to the vote operative paragraph 3 of the

draft resolution.

A-recorded vote was - taken

In  favour:

Against:

..........

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socizlist Republic,
Cape Verde, China, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Bgypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, German
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Irag, Jamaica,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Libyan Acrab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nicaragua,
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda,
Saint Lucia, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republie,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukcainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socislist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Belize, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica,
Denmark, El Salvador, Finland, Prance, Germany, Federal Republic
of, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nerway, Paraguay,
Portugal, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America

* Subsequently the delegation of Fiji advised the Secretariat that it had
intended to abstain.
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Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Colombia, Cdte
d'Ivoire, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Equatorial
Guinea, Fiji, Grenada, Haiti, Japan, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi,
Mauritius, Nepal, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines,
Singapore, Swaziland, Thailand, Togo, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela

Operative paragraph-3 was retained by 84 votes: to-32; with 36 abstentions, *

The PRESIDENT: I now put to the vote the draft resolution as a whole. A

recorded vote has been requested.

A'recorded-vote was: taken

In' favouor:

Against:

Abstain ing:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cdte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, -Democratic Yemen,
Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,

El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, MNepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New
CGuinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenzdines,
Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles,
Sierra lLeone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Arzb Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Israel, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

Australia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea, Finlandg,
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Malawi, Malta, New Zealand,
Norway, Spain, Sweden, Zaire

The  draft resolution was adopted by 129 votes' to 10, with 17 abstentions
(resolution 43/92).

..........

* Subsequently the delegation of Zaire advised the Secretariat that it had
intended@ to vote against.
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The PRESIDENT: I call on the representa .ve of Lesotho who wishes to

speak in explanation of vote.

Mr . ' RALEB ITSO (Lesotho): My delegation wishes to make an explanation of

vote on the draft resolution in paragraph 15 of the report of the Third Committee
in document A/43/776. We take this opportunity to say that thig explanation of
vote will apply also to the draft resoclutions in the reports of the Third Committee
in documents A/43/777 and A/43/778.

The Ringdom of Lesotho is not only part of the region of satithern Africa,
which has been for years and remains one of the regions with a high concentration
of man-made tragedies, but is the only State totally surrounded by the country that
remains the focal point of the international community, the Republic of South
Africa. The Kingdom of Lesotho has remained steadfastly and irrevocably opposed to
racial discrimination and the policies of apartheid in South Africa, as a matter of
fundamental Principle. The problem of apartheid is a matter of great concern to my
Government and the people of the Kingdom of Lesotho. We live and breathe all the
undesirable effects of apartheid through no choice of cur own, but as a result of

the facts of history and geography.
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Lesotho continues to state its well-known position that it does not stand in
the way of the international community's exercise of its right to apply whatever
measures are deemed appropriate to bring a speedy end to the existence of apartheid
and will continue to remind and appeal to the international community to consides
simul taneously ways and means of ensuring that Lesotho is not turned into a
sacrificial lamb to the detriment of its existence as a nation. Lesotho has
neither the capaeity nor the ability to be a party to moves imposing sanctions
against South Africa.

Further, my delegation has reservations on the eleventh preambular paragr aph
and operative paragraph 3 of the resolution in document A/43/776 for the simple
reason that only cne Mamber State is singled out when the full list of offenders is
well known. We ask ourselves: Why one and not all, if so desired?

The effective resolution of southern Africa‘s problem demands an honest and
determined political will on the part of all players on the stage of dismantling
and abol ishing apartheid, and without a pogitive and co-operative approach by
primarily the super-Powers and leading interested Western countries the problem
will remain a constant item on the agenda of this Assenbly.

Our positive vote is & sincere demons tration of Lesotho's peaceful efforts at
seeking the eradicaticn of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid in southern
Africa as we continue to support all efforts for a peaceful solution through
dialogue and participation of all interested parties to the problem.

The PRESIDENT: This concludes our consideration of agenda item 88.

The General Assenbly will now consider the report of the Third Comrmittee on
agenda item 89, entitle: "Question of aging”, contained in document A/43/808.
The Assesbly will now proceed to take a decision on the draft resolution in

paragraph 10 of the rernnrt of the Third Committee. It is entitled “Implementation
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of the International Plan of Action on Aging and related activities". The
Commi ttee adopted it without a vote. day I take it that the General Assembly
wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution: was: adopted (resolution 43/93),

The PRESIDENT: This concludes our consideration of agenda item 89.

We turn next to the report of the Third Committee on agenda item 90, entitled
"Policies and programmes invoiving youth", contained in document A/43/809.

The Assembly will now proceed to take a decision on the draft resolution
contained in paragraph 9 of the report of the Third Committee, entitled "Question
of youth®™. The Thirg Commi ttee adopted it without a vote. May I take it that the
Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was ' adopted (resolution 43/94) .

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has thus concluded its consideration of

agenda item 90.

We now turn to the report of the Third Committee on agenda item 91, entitled
"Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination®, contained in document A/43/777.

The Assembly will now take a decision on the three draft resolutions
recommended by ttlle Third Committee in paragraph 16 of its teporé.

Draft resolution I relates to the status of the Internaticnal Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. The Committee adopted this
draft resolution without a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to 3o the
same?

Draft'resolution‘I'was-adopted (resolution 43/95),

The FRESIDENT: Draft resolution IT is entitled "Report of the Committee

on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination®., The Third Conmi ttee adopted it

without a vote., May T take it that the Assermbly wishes to do the same?

Draft resclution II was adopted (resolution 43/96) .
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The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution I1I relates to the status of the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid. A separate recorded vote has been requested on the words "State
terrorism® in the fourth paragraph of the preamble. A Separate, recorded vote has
also been requested on the sixth paragraph of the preamble and on operative
paragraphs 6, 7 and 10 of draft resolution IIT1. If there is no objection, we shall
broceed accordingly,

I shall therefore put to the vote first the words "State terrorism” in the

fourth paragraph of the preamble,
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A recorded vote was- taken.

In- favour: Afghanistan, albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Camercon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, China,
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, C8te d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Rampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Gu&temala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,

Kenya, Ruwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,

Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama ,
Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania,
Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Belgium, Costa Rica, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic
of, Greece, Henduras, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxerbourgqg,
Netherlands, Portugal, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Spain,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America

Abstaining: Augtralia, Austria, Bangladesh, Canada, Chile, Equatorial Guinea,
Fiji, PFinland, Grenada, Iceland, Malta, New Zealand, Norway,
Samoa, Sweden, Turkey

It was decided, by 118 votes to 1i8; with 16 abstentions, to retain the words

"State terrorism® in- the fourth- preambular - paragraph, *

The PRESIDENT: Next I Put to the vote the gixth preambular paragraph of

draft resolution III.

* Subsequently the delegations of Bangladesh and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines advised the Secretariat that they had intended to vote in favour.
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A recorded vote was - taken.

In- favour 3

Against:

Abstain ing:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Babrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Social ist Republic,
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, China,
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahir iya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pak istai, Panama,
Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia, zimbabwe

Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America

Australia, Austria, Brazil, Chile, Equator ial Guinea, Fiji,
Finland, Iceland, Japan, Malta, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden,
Turkey, Zaire

The: sixth'preaﬂbular'patagraph' was' retained by: 122 votes to: 15, with 15

abgtentions

The PRESIDENT: Next I shall put to the vote operative paragraph 6 of

draft resolution III.
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A recorded vote was' taken.
8Lt cded vote was  taken

In favours Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,

' Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Social ist Republic,
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, China, Colonbia,
Comoros, Congo, Costa Kica, Céte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon,
Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guaterzla,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Irag, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon,

Liber ia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongol ia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Saint Iucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tgo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republicsa,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabve

Against; Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Equator ial Guinea, Finland, Iceland, Lesotho, Malawi,
Malta, New Zealand, Norway, Swaziland, sweden, Turkey

wezative'patagraph’6'of'draft~tes_olution III was retained by 119 votes to 17,
with 12  abstentions,
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The PRESIDENT; I now put to the vote operative paragraph 7 of draft

reaolution III.

A° recorded vote was taken,

In favours

Against:

Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, China,
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, C8te d'lvcice, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Repubiic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mzxico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozarbique, Mgpal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama,
Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapure, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Socviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, zambia, Zimbabwe

Belgium, Prance, Germany, Federal Republic of, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America

Australia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Equator ial Guinea, Pinlend,
Greece, Iceland, ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, lesotho, Malta,
New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Turkey

%tative'ﬁzagtaph 7 of draft resolution I1I was retained by 123 votes to 8,

with 19 abstentions.
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The PRESIDENT: The Assermbly will now vote on operative paragraph 10 of
draft resolution III.
A-recorded  vote was taken.

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antiqua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Camercon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Coeta Rica, Céte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen,
Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,

El Salvador, Ethiopia, Piji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bigsau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Moz ambique, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rsanda, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Saint Iucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland,
Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

Mainsts Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Canada, Equatorial Guinea, Finland, Icelznd, Japan,
Malta, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Turkey

%rative'atagum' 10 - of draft resolution III was retained by 126 votes to 15

with 11 abstentions.
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The FRESIDENT: I shall noWw put to the vote draft resolution III as a

whols.

A recorded vote wag taken.,
-“—.-__“

In favour:

Against:
Abstain ing:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bengladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Paso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Coata Rica, CSte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen,
Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,

El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Pemocratic
Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonegia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozanbique, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Xitts
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sameca,
Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailang, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

United States of America

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Equator jal
Guinea, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece,
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Draft resolution III., as a vhele, was adopted by 128 votes to 1, with

26_swstentions (resolution 43/91) .
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The PRESIDENT: We have concluded our consideration of agenda item 91.

The Assembly will now consider the report of the Third Committee on agenda
item 82, entitled "Implementation of the world procjzame of action concerning
disabled pecsons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons®. The report of
the Third Committee is contained in document A/43/810.

The Assembly will now tazke a Gecigsion on thg draft resolution recommended by
the Third Committee in paragraph 7 of its report.

The draft resolution was adopted by the Third Committec without a vote. May 1
consider that the General Assembly wishes to do likewise?

The draft resciution was: adogﬁed (resolution 43/98).

The PRESIDENT: That conci._des our consideration of agenda item 92,

The Assembly will now turn to agenda item 93, entitled "Crime prevention and
criminal justice",

The Assembly will take a decision on the draft resolution contained in
paragraph 9 of the report of the Third Committeo (A/43/811).

The programme budget implications of this draft resolution are contained in
the report of the Fifth Committee (A/437824),

This draft resolution wags adopted by the Third Committee without a vote. May
I take it that the Geueral Aggembly wishes to do likewise?

The ' draft resolution’ was adopted (resolution 43/99) .
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The PRESIDENT: This concludes our consideration of agenda item 93,

The Assembly will now turn its attention to agenda item 94, entitled
*Fl imlnavtion of all forms of discrimination against women"®,

The Assembly will now take s decision on the draft resolution recommended by
the Third Committee in paragraph 9 of its report (A/43/812) . The Third Committee
adopted the draft resolution, entitled "Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women" without a vote. May I take it that the General
Asserbly wishes to do the same?

The draft - resolution was: adopted (resolution 43/100) .

The PRESIDENT: We have now concluded our consideration of agenda item 94.

The Assembly will now consider the report of the Third Committee on agenda
item 95, entitled "Porward-1look ing strategies for the advancement of women to the
year 2000" (A/43/813).

The Assembly has before it four draft resolutions and one draft decision
recommended by the Third Committee in its report on this item. After all the
decisions have been taken, representatives will again be given an opportunity to
explain their votes.

Mr 8. - ARUNGO-OLENDE (Kenya): It has come to the attention of the sponsors

of draft resolution II, entitled "United Nations Development Fund for Women",
contained in document A/43/813, that there is a mistake in the last preambular
paragraph of the draft resolution, which reads:
"Taking note of the fund's - regional priority frameworks and its
increased co-operation with regional and national development banks and larger
funds through which critical resources have been levied for women in

development activities”,
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(Mrs. Arungo-Olende, Kenya)
The word used by the spongors was not "levied", but "leveraged”. It has been
brought to cur attention that this mistake might be in all translations of the
document.

The' PRESIDENT: The correction has been noted and will be reflected in

the document.

We shall now tal : a decision on the four draft resolutions recomnended L, the
Third Committee in paragraph 25 of its report (A/43/813).

The Third Committee adopted draft resolution I, entitled "Inplementation of
the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women" without a
vote. May I take it that the Ganeral Asgembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution I was’ adopted (resolution 43/101).

The PRESIDENT: We shall now take a decision on draft resolution II. The

Third Committee adopted this draft resolution, entitled "United Nations Development
Fund for Women", without & vote, May I take it that the General Asgembly wishesz to
do likewige?

Draft resolution IT: was: adopted (resolution 43/102) .

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution 11T is entitled " Improvement of the

status of women in the Secretariat”. The Third Committee adopted this draft
resolution without a vote. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to do
likewige?

Draft resolution I1I was: adopted (resoluticn 43/103).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV is entitled *"Participation of women

in promoting international peace and co-operation®. The Third Committee adopted
this draft resolution without a vote. May I take it that the General fisgembly
wishes to 3o likewise?

Draft resolution IV was- adopted (resolution 43/104) .




M/sy 2/43/PV.75
148

The PRESIDENT: The Aszembly will now consider the draft decision
recommended by the Third Committee in paragraph 26 of its report. The draft
dacision is entitled "The role of women in society®. The Third Committee adopted

this draft decision without a vote. May I take it that the General Agssembly wishes
to do likewise?

The draft-decision was- adopted.

The PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded our congideration of agenda

item 95,

The Asgsembly will now consider the report of the Third Committee on agends
item 96, e¢ntitled "Importance of the universal realization of the vight of peoples
to self-determination and of the speedy granting of indepandence to colonial
countries and peuvples for the effective guaravtee and observance of human rights"
(A/43/778 and add.1).

The Assembly will first turn to Part I of the report of the Third Committee
(A/43/778). 1Two draft resolutions are recommended by the Third Committee in
Paragraph 14 of its report.

The Assembly will first take a2 decision on draft resolution I, entitled
"Universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination®. The Third
Committee adopted draft resolution I without a vote. May I take it that the
General Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 43/105) .

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II is entitled ® Importance of the

universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination and of the
speedy granting of independence o colonial countries and peoples for the effective
guarantee and observance of human rights*,

A recorded vote has been requested.
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A _recorded vote was taken.

e e A A L L) L)

In- favour:

Against:

Abstain ing:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Dzrussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verge, Central African Republic, Chad,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Céte d*Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Demccratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti,
Dominica, Dominican Republie, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gzbon,
Ganbia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, India, Indonesia,
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kanya, Ruwait,
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liber ia,
Libyan arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malayzia, Maldives, Mali,
Mauritenia, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morouco, Mozambique,
Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeris, Gman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts ang Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Sao Tome and Princip2, Saudi Arabia, Senegal ,
Seychelies, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solcmon Islands, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swazilangd, Syrian Arab Republic,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Prance, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Iceland, Israel, Italy, Iuxembourg, Netherlands,
Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America

Australia, Austria, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Fiji, Greece,
Ireland, Japan, Malawi, Malta, New Zealand, Portugal, Samoa,
Spain, Zaire

Draft tesolution-n‘was‘adopted by 124 votes to 15, with 15 abstentions

(resolution 43/106).
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The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Costa Rica, who wishes to
explain her vote after the voting.

Mrs. CASTRO de BARISH (Coeta Rica) (interpretation from Spanish): My
delegaticn did not Participate in the vote on the draft resolution contained in the
report of the Third Committee (A/43/778) on the "Importance of the universal
realization of the right of peoples to self-determination”, because, al though we
support almost all of its provisions, we do not accept the selective singling out
of a State or a group of States, as found in operative paragraphs 34 and 35, which
repeat the same formulas as thoge we previously rejected in resolutions adopted on
this a}ld other items at this angd previous sessions of the Generail Assenbly.

With reqard to operative paragraph 34, we wish to state that we have not
Participated in the so-called International Conference on the Alliance bz tween
South Africa and Israel. Hence, we cannot asscciate ourselves with this
paragraph. Furthermore, as I have said, we adhere to the principles and objectives
of this draft resolutien inspired by resolution 1514 (XV), and we ceaffirm its
s2cond preambular paragraph, adding that full enjoyment of all human rights sheuld
also apply te the enjoyment of that fundamental right by persons as individuals so
that the right to self -de termination mzy be complete.

The PRESIDENT: I now invite representatives to turn to part II of the

report of the Third Committee contained in document A/43/778/A3d.1.

Before considering the draft resclution entitled "Use of mercanar ies as a
means to violate human rights and to impede the exercise of the right of pcoples to
aelf-detetmination", I call on the representative of Nigeria, who has asked to
speak at this time.

Mrs. GARUBA (Nigeria)s with reference to draft resoluticn III contained.

in document in A/43/778/8d4.1, recommended by the Third Committee on the "Use of
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(Mrs. Garuba, Niger ia)
mercenaries ag a means to violate human rights and to impede the exercise of the
right of pecples to self-deﬁ:ermination". I have the honour, on behalf of all the
sponsors, to propcse a slight amendment to its operative paragcaph 1l1.

The last part of this pParagraph after the comma, which reads
“and also during the consideration of the item entitled ‘Report of the A Hoc
Committee on the Drafting of an International Convention against the
Reruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries' 2y
should be deleted and replaced by the following:

*and recjuests the Secretary-General to make the same report available to the
Al Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International Convention against the
Racruitment, Use, Financing andg Training of Mercenaries, for its information.®
Operative paragraph 11 would now read as followss

"Emphasizes the importance of having the Special Rapporteur present his
report during the consideration of the item entitled 'Importance of the
universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination and of the
speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples for the
effective guarantee and observance of human rights', and requests the
Secretary-General to make the same report available to the 24 Hoc Committee on
the Drafting of an International Convention against the Rec;ruitment, Use,
Financing and Training of Mercenaries, for its information,"

Mrs. WARZAZI (Morocco) (interpretation from French): The representative

of Nigeria presented that amendment as a co-sponsor of the draft resolution, but
it turns out that the part she wishes to replace was introduced by the delegation
of Morocco. Hence I should like to know the reason for the change. I do not see
any financial implications from the Fifth Committee with regaré to the text and,
therefore, I really do not understand why the representative of Nigeria is making a

change to it. I should 1ike to have an explanation.
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The PRESIDENT: Does the representative of Nigeria wish to make an
explanation?

Mrs. GARUBA (Nigeria): The Special Rapporteur will be coming to present
his repert to the Third Committee during the consideration of the item at the
beginning of the General Assembly. All those who participated in the debates at
the Third Committee will recall that ve had to wait, from the beginning of the
consideration of the itenm until later in November when the Special Rappor teur was
able to come to give his report.

The sponsors made a peint of requesting that the item should not be presented
under agenda item 12, "Report of the Economic and Social Council®, but that it
should be presented undat agenda item 96, to which we sincerely believe it belongs,
as far &s the title is concerned.

We consider that, if the Special Rapporteur were requested to come and give
his report to the M Hoc Committee as well as to the Third Committee during the
next session of the General Assembly, it would necessitate the Special Rapporteur's
having to come here twice in one session.

Since the Third Committee is oncerned with the humanitarian agpects of this
subject-matter - mercenarjes - for all the reasons of which we have taken note it
is important that the Special Rapporteur shouléd Present his report to the Third
Committee. We would not want him to have to come again in case there were any

financial implications .
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(Mrs. Garuba, Higer ia)

The representative of Morocco has dutifully made the recommendsation for
information, for Co-operation, and for dissemination of this information to all who
are dealing with this matter. We had always insisted that the Sixth Committee, or
the Ad-Hoc Committee on Mercenaries, which is consider ing the drafting of a
convention on this matter, needed the informtion; and we agree with the suggestion
and applauded and accepted it.

But the co-sponsors congider in all honesty that having the Special Rappor teur
come at the beginning of the session to present the report and having him come
again is not hecessary. We cannot guarantee that the A Hoc Committee or the Sixth
Committee would be considering this report at the same time as the Third
Commi ttee. we imagine that having him come twice should not be necessary. We
consider that whenever the Ad Hoc Committee is considering the convention - be it
at the beginning of next year, as we have reasan to believe ~ it is enough to ask
the Secretary-General to transmit the same report to the A Hoc Committee for its
information and uge in drafting the convention, which would later be considered by
vhichever body the General Assembly might consider fit to look at it. We believe
that would be the Sixth Commi ttee.

I hope that explanation will be enough; otherwise, other interested
delegations might help to explain the matter further.

Mrs. WARZAZI (Morocco) {interpretation from French)s I should like to
thank the representative of Nigeria, who has not convinced me. I am particularly
struck by the fact that the co-sponsors of the draft resolution - which is of
extraordinary importance - are above all concerned sbout the financial
impl ications, which are not here in the text of the draft resolution.

I should just like to have my comments noted in the record of the General

Assembly's proceedings.
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The PRESIDENT: I shall now read out the amendment proposed by the

representative of Nigeria.
Paragraph 11 would read:

"Emphasizes the importance of having the Special Rappor teur present his
report during the consideration of the item entitled ' Importance of the
universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination and of the
speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples for the
effective guarantee and observance of human rights®, and requests the
Secretary-General to make the same report available to the kA Hoc Committee on
the Drafting of an International Coivention against the Recruitment, Use,
Financing and Training of Mercenaries for ite information."

May I take it that the Assenbly agrees to that amendment?

Mrs. WARZAZI (Morocco)s Vote, please.

The PRESIDEINT: A recorded vote has been requested on the amendment

proposed by the representative of Nigeria to paragraph 11 of draft resolution III

in document A/43/778/add.1.
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A recorded vote was  taken.
——e 2 NOLC Was taken

In favour Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cape Verde, Central 2frican Republic, Chad, China,
Colombia, Comcros, Congo, CSte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Karpuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-~-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia,
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Panawa, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sclomon
Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian
Acab Repubiic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Equatorial Guinea, Prance, Germany, Federal Republic of, Japan,
Morocco, Portugal

Abataining: Australia, Bhutan, Canada, Costa Rica, Danmark, E) Salvador,
Piji, Pinlana, Greece, Grenada, Honduras, Ireland, Israel,
Norway, Paraguay, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Spain,
Sweden, Turkey, United States of America

’l'he-anndmenbto-augraph-ll'uas-adopted by 123 votes to 6, with

21 abstentions.*

A ——

* Subseguently the delegation of Iceland advised the Secretariat that it had
intendad to abstain.
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The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution III is entitled "Use of mercenaries as a

means tc violate human rights and to impede the exercise of the right of peoples to
self-determination®. The draft resolution is in paragraph 8 of the report
(A/43/778/Ad4.1) .

The Assembly will take a decision on the draft resolution as amended in
paragraph 11.

A recorded vote has been reguested,

A recorded vote was- taken.

In favour: Afghanistar, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbadca, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, CSte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiii,
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, India,
Indcnesia, Irar (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordar,
Kenya, Kuwait, Lzo People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Lecne, Singapore, Solomon Islands,
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Bmirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zzaire,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

ainst: Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Italy, Japan,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, El Salvador,
Equatorial Guinea, Finland, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Mauritius, New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay, Samoa, Spain,
Sweden, Turkey

Draft resolution I1I, as amended was adopted by 125 votes to 10, with
21 abstentions (resolution 43/107)

D A Jattan S———— S ———
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The PRESIDENT: The Assenbly has concluded its consideration of agenda

item 96.

The Assembly will now consider the report of the Third Committee on agenda
item 97, "Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance"” (A/43/8669).
There is a draft resolution in paragraph 7 of the report.

The draft resolution was adopted by the Third Committee without a vote. May I
take it that the General Asserbly wishes to do the same?

The  draft resolutios was adopted (resolution 43/108).

The PRESIDENT: The Assenbly has concluded its consideration of agenda

item 97.
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(The President)

Next we turn to the report of the Third Committee (A/43/870) on agenda
item 98, entitled "Human rights and scientific and technological developments®.

I call on the representative of the United Ringdom, who has asked to make a
statement.

Hr;'fAVEN (United Kingdum): 1In paragraph five of the report (A/43/870)
on this item the list of sponsors of draft resolution A/C.3/43/L.45 is incomplete.
Samoa was also a sponsor but was not listed. I should be grateful if the record
could be corrected.

The PRESIDENT: The record will reflect that.

The Assembly will now take decisions on the recommendations of the Third
Commi ttee in paragraph 17 of its report (A/43/870).

Draft resolution I is entitled "Implications of scientific and technological
developments for human rights".

The Third Committee adopted draft resolution I without a vote. May I take it
that the General Asgembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution' I'was adopted (resolution 43/109).

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on draft
regolution II, entitled "Human rights and scientific and technological
developments™.

A recorded vote has been requested.,
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A recorded vote was: taken.
————————rOe Was Caken

In' favours

Against :
Abstain ings

Afgharistan, Algeria, Angocla, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bruneti Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Camercon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, C8te d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen,
Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,

El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia,
German Democratic Republiec, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemaia, Guinea,
Guinea~Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kenya, Xuwait, Lac Pecple‘s Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysiz, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Monjolia, Morocco, Mozamb ique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Niger is,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guines, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romenia, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Iucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Sanegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Surinam=, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Pepublic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, zaire, Zambia, Zimbabve

None

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Prance,
Germany, Pederal Republic of, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, MNorway,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of Maer ica

braft resolution: II was: adopted by 133 votes to- none;, with 24 abstentions

(resolution 43/110).
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“he PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Malta, who wishes to
explain his vote.

Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta): Malta voted in favour of the resolution just
adopted beczuse we do not cbject to its content, but we wish to point out that the
title does doez not accurately reflect its content, which refers to the peaceful
use of science and technclogy rather than to human rights.

The PRFSIDENT: We turn now to draft resolution 1II, entitled "Human

rights and scientific and technclogical developments: the right to life"™.
The Third Committee adopted draft resolution III without a vote. May I take
it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft-resclution 111 was' adopted (resolution 43/111).

The PRESIDENT: We have concluded our consideration of agenda item 98.

The Assenbly will now turn its attention to the report of the Third Comnmi ttee
(A/43/871) on agenda item 99, entitled "Question of a convention on the righte of
the child". The draft resolution recommended by the Third Committee is in
paragraph 8 of its report.

The Third Committae adopted the draft resolution without a vote. May I take

it that the Asgsenbly wishes to do the same?
Draft resclution 111 was: adopted (resolution 43/112).
The PRESIDENT: We have now concluded our consideration of agenda item 99,
The Assembly will now turn to the report of the Third Comwittee (A/43/872) on
agenda item 100, entitled "International Covenants on human rights® and take a
decision on the two draft resolutions recomcended by the Third Committee in

paragraph 18 of its report.
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(The President)

Praft resolution I is entitled "Indivisibility and interdependence of

economic, social, cultural, civil and political . ights®™.

A separate, recorded vote has heen requested on the eighth preambular

paragraph of draft resolution I. If there iz no objection to that request I shall

put the eighth preambular paragraph of draft resolution I to the vote first.
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A recorded vote was taken.

In favour: Afghanistan, AlLa.la, Algeria, Angola, Antigqua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswaiia, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa
Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic
Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia,
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Irag, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, lLao People's Democratic Republic, Lebancm,
Legsotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambigue, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the CGrenadines, Samoa,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra leone, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Toge, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republiic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining: Austria, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Swaziland, Sweden

The  eighth preambular’ paragraph- of draft- regsolution I was retained by

133-votes  to' 7, with' 16 abstentions.
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The PRESIDENT: I now put to the vote draft resclution I as a whole.

A recorded vote has been raguested.

A recorded vote - was: taken.

In- favours Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Australiz, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados;, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rics, Cdte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinez, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanen, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahirivya, Mzdagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Moz amb ique,
Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Wigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Qatar, Romanis, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon
Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Z2ambia, Z2imbabwe

Against: United States of America

Abstaining: Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Lizxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Swaziland, Sweden, Turkey, United Ringdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Dtaft'resolution-.t;, -as~a'whole;,'was~adaptedby 132 votes-to 1, with

23 abstentions {resclution 43/113).
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The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II concerns the International Covenants

on human rights,
The Third Committee adopted that draft resolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Asgembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution II was'adopted (resolution 43/114).
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The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Malta for an explanation
of vote.

Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta): I wish to explain my delegation's vote on
draft resolution I, entitled "Indivisibility and interdependence of economic,
8social, cultural, civil and political rights",

Whil'e my delegation voted in favour of the draft resolution, I should like to
comment, with regard to preambular paragraph 7, that it is the view of my
delegation that the obstacles to the full realization of human rights are more
widespread than ig enunciated in thig paragraph, and in fact the basic cause is the
absence or suppression of real democracy.

With regard to Preanmbular paragraph 8, in accordance with the International
Covenant on Economic, Social ang Cultural Rights, the sovereignty referred to in
this paragraph shouid be exercised without prejudice to any obligations arising out
of internationzl eccnomic co-operation bagsed upon the principle of mitual benefit

ard international law.

The PRESIDENT: we have concludad our congideration of agenda item 100.

The Assembly will now congider the report of the Third Committee on agenda
item 101, entitlea "Repor ting obligations of Statesg parties to United Nations
instruments on human rights" (a/43/873).

The Assembly will now take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by
the Third Committee in paragraph 13 of its report.

The report of the Fifth Committee on the progr amme budget implications of the

draft resoclution ig contained in document A/43/937,
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The President)

The Third Committee adopted that draft resolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Assenbly wishes to do t:e same?

The-draft- resolution was -adopted (resolution 43/115).#

The PRESIDENT: We have concluded our consideration of agenda item 101.

The Assembly will now consider the report of the Third Committee on agenda
item 102, entitled "Office of the United Mations High Commissioner for Refugees”
(A/43/874).

I call on the representative of the United States for an explanation of vote
before the voting.

r&iss'B!RNE (nited States of America): I wish to give an explanation of
my delegation's position on draft resoclutions I and III on refugees, contained in
document A/43/874.

The United States commends the Member States for demonstrating the sustained
commitment of the international community to aid refugees in their plight by
adopting without a vote the numerous resolutions of this issue. The challenge
facing us now is to ensure protection for refugees and to alleviate their
suffering. There is much work to be done.

This year a number of individual-country draft resclutions that largely
repeated the lanquage of previcus resolutions and called for more reperts were not
sponsored by us. This ritual does little to advance solutions to the refugee
problem; it only uses up the scarce administrative resources of the international
organizations.

The United States suggests, and will agree to sg;onsoz', an omibus draft

resolution on African refugees., This omnibus draft resolution should replace all

* Mr. Van Lierop (Vanuatu), Vice-President, took the Chair.



AE/SY A/43/PV.75
173

(Miss Byrne, United Sta tes)

the individual-country draft resolu tions. Thus we would follcw the example set by
the resolution on Central American refugees.

With reference to Central American refugees, we believe that the matters taken
up in paragraphs 6 and 8 of the draft resolution are more appropr iate for
discussion at the Conference itself. They should not be presented to those at the
Conference as foregone conclusions. Further, we expect the cost of the Conference
to be covered within existing resources.

The PRES IDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on four draft

resolutions of the Third Committee contained in paragraph 17 of its report.

Draft resclution I, entitled "International Conference on the Plight of
Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa", was adopted by the
Third Committee without a vote. May I take it that the Agsgembly wishes to do the
same?

Draft resolution I was adopted (resolution 43/116).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II ig entitled "Office of the United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees”,
The Third Committee adopted draft resolution II without a vote. May I take it
that the General Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution II'was adopted (resolution 43/117).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution III is entitled "International

Conference on Central American Refugees”, The Third Committee adopted draft
resolution III also without a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do
the same?

Draft resolution III was adopted (resolution 43/118).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV is entitled "International'Conference

.4

on Indo-Chinese Refugees"”.
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(The President)

The Third Committee adopted draft resclution IV without a vote. May I take it
that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution IV was adopted (resolution 43/119).

The PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded our consideration of agenda

item 102,
The Assembly will now consider the report of the Third Committee on agenda
item 103, entitled "International campaign against traffic in drugs™ (A/43/875).
I call on the representative of the Bahamas.

Mrs, SHERMAN-PETER (Bahamas): The Bahamas simply wishes to propose a

correction to draft resolution III. In its pPenultimate line the eighth preambular
paragraph refers to "geographical situations”. Previrus resolﬁtions referred to
"geographical location". I think that the translation from the Spanish resulted in
"situations" instead of "location". The Bahamas would like to see "location"
restored. It is simply a matter of correction,

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Bahamas. What she has

said has been noted and will be reflected in the official records of the Pssembly.

The Assembly will now take decisions on the three draft resolutions
recomnended by the Third Committee in paragraph 13 of its report,

Draft resolution I, entitled "Preparation of a draft convention against
illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances", was adopted by the
Third Commit.tee without a vote. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to
do the same?

Draft resolution I was adopted (resolution 43/120).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II is entitled ®Use of children in the

illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and rehabilitation of drug-addicted minors".
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The President)

The Third Committee adopted draft resolution II without a vote. May I take it

that the General Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution II was adopted (resolution 43/121).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IIX, entitled

"International campa ign

against drug abuse and illicit trafficking”, was adopted by the Committee without a

vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution III was adopted (resolutioen 43/122).

The PRESIDENT: We have concluded our consideration of agenda item 103.

e L0
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(The President)

The Assembly will now consider the report (A/43/876) of the Third Committee on
2genda item 104, entitled "Alternative approaches and ways and means within the
Uni ted Nations system for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms".

The Assembly will take decisions on the six draft resolutions recommended by
the Third Committee in paragraph 25 of its report. After all the decisions have
been taken, representatives will have an opportunity to explain their votes.

Praft resolution T is entitled "Respect for the right of everyone to own
property alone as well as in agssociation with others and its contribution to the
econcmic and social development of Member States”,

The Third Committee adopted that draft resolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Assembly also wishes to do so?

Draft resolution I was adopted (resolution 43/123),

The PRESIDENT: Draft resoluticn II concerns the impact of property on

the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
We shall now take a decision on that draft resolution. A recorded has been
requested.

A  recorded vote was- taken.

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antiqua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Céte d'1ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovak ia, Democratic Yemen, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea~-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao Pecple's Democratic
Republic, ILebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania,

Maur itius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,

————
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Nicaraqua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Papia New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalis,
3ri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republie,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad ang Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Urugquay,
Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 2zambia,
Zimbabwe

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel,

Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Nether lands, New Zealand, Norway,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Nor thern Ireland, United States of America

Malta

Draft-resolution 1T was- adopted by 129  yotes: to" 24, -with'1 abstention

(resolution 43/124),

The  PRES IDENT: We turn next to draft resolution III, entitled

Al ternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations system for

improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms",

The Assembly will now take a decision on that draft resolution. A recorded

vote has been requested,

A recorded-vote was' taken.

In- favour:
—_—]your

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Buzma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, China,
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Céte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, EL Salvador,
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozanbique, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaraqua,
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,



BCT/pt A/43/PV.75
178

Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Qatar, Fomania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: United States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Creece, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel ; Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Nor way,
Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland

ted by 130 votes to-1l, with 25  abstentions

Draft -resolution III'was ado
(resolution 43/125),

The PRESIDENT: Next we shall take a decision on draft resolution 1v,

also entitled "Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations
system for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental
freedoms®. A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken,

In favours: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botuwana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cdte
d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equa:orial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libaria, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozarbique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Oman, pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Saint lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa,
Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
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Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Sociulist Republics, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,

Venezuela, viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

ainst; Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Japan,
Luxenbourg, Netherlands, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Abstainlngz Australia, Austria, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, rtaly, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden

Draft resolution IV vas adopted by 135 votes: to- 8, with 14  abstentions
(resolution 43/126).

The' PRES IDENT; Draft resolution V ig entitled "Right to development®.

The Third Committee adopted that draft resolution without a vote, May I take it
that the General Assembly also wishes to do go?
Draft: resolution'V'was'adogted (resolution 43/127),

The PRESIDENT: The Third Committee adopted draft resolution VI, entitled
"Development of public information activities in the field of human rights",
without a vote, May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft-resolution VI'wag adopted (resclution 43/128).

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of the United States, who
wishes to speak in explanation of vote.

Miss BYRNE (United States of America): The United States did not
participate in the General Assembly 's action on draft resolution IV, entitled
"Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations system for
improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms®, nor in
its action on draft resolution V, entitled "Right to development®,

The PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded our consideration of agenda

item 104,
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I would ask the Assembly to turn now to the report (!‘:/43/877) of the Third
Committee on agenda item 105, entitled "New international humanitarian order”™.

The Assembly will take decisions on the three draft resolutions recommended by
the Third Committee in paragraph 19 of its report.

Draft resolution I, entitled "New international humanitarian order”, was
adopted by the Third Committee without a vote. May I take it that the Zeneral
Asgsembly also wishes to adopt this draft resclution?

Draft resolution I was'adopted (resolution 43/129).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II is entitled "Promotion of

international co-operation in the humanitarian field®. The Third Committee adopted
this draft resolution without a vote. May I take it that the General Assembly also
wishes to do so?

Draft resolution II was adopted (resolution 43/130),

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution III is entitled "Humanitarian assistance

to victima of natural disasters and similar emergency situations®. It was adopted
by the Third Committee without a vote. May I take it that the Assembly also wishes
to adopt the draft resolution without a vote?

Draft resclution III'was adopted (resolution 43/131).

The PRESIDENT: We have now concluded our consideration of agenda

item 105,

The Assembly will now consider the report (A/43/878) of the Third Committee on
agenda item 106, entitled “Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punighment®™,

We shall take decisions on the three draft resolutions recommended by the

Third Committee in paragraph 12 of its report.
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(The: President)

Draft resolution I, entitled "Status of the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment”, was adopted by the
Third Committee without a vote. May I take it that the Assembly also wishes to do

8072

Draft resclution I was- adopted (resolution 43/132).

The' PRES IDENT; Draft resolution II is entitled "United Nations Voluntacy

Pund for Victimg of Torture®. The Third Committee adopted it without a vote, May
I take it that the General Agsembly wishes to do the same?

Draft-resolution IT- was ' adopted (resolution 43/133),

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution III concerns torture and inhuman
treatment of children in detention in South Africa and Namibia. The Third
Committee adopted it without a vote. May I take it that the General Assembly also
wigshes to do go?

Draft-resolution' I11 was: adopted (resolution 43/134),

The PRESIDENT: We have concluded our consideration of agenda item 106.
— ST AN T
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{The President)

We turn now to the report (a/43/814) of the Third Committee on agenda
item 107, entitled "Families in the development process"”.

The Assembly will now take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by
the Third Committee in paragraph 12 of its report.

The Third Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vcte. May I take
it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

The'draft'resolution'waS'adopted (resolution 43/135).

The PRESIBENT: I call on the representative of Tunisia for an

explanation of position.

Ms ., - BACHTOBJI (Tunisia) (interpretation from French): My delegation

joined in the consensus on the draft resolution in paragraph 12 of document
A/43/814, However, while reiterating our support for the proclamation by the
Organization of an international year of the family, we wish to emphasize that my
delegation would have very much hoped to see reflected in the draft resolution a
definition of the family as the natural angd fundamental group unit of scciety, as
set forth in Article 10, pazagraph 1, of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, reflected in resolution 42/134, adopted by the General
Assembly on 7 December 1987. 1In my delegation's view, that definition is most
appropriate and therefore should be the corner-stone of future work by the Assembly.

The PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded our consideration of agenda

item 107,

We now turn to the report (A/43/815) of the Third Comnittee on agenda
item 144, entitled "Responsibility of States to ban in their territory, and to
refrain from instigating or supperting in the territory of other States,
chauvinistic, racist and other manifestations that may cause discord between

peoples and involvement of Governments and &« mass redia in combating such

manifestations and in educating peoples and youth in the spirit of peaceful



JP/PLJ A/43/®V,75
182

(The President)

co-operation and international entente; and evaluation of the implementation of the
Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Resgspect and
Understanding between Peoples™,

I invite members to turn their attention to the draft resolution recommended
by the Third Committee in paragraph 10 of its repeort.

The draft resolution was adopted by the Third Committee without a vote. May I
take it that the Assembly wishes to do the same?

The draft-resolution was- adopted (resolution 43/136),

The PRESIDENT: We have now concluded our consideration of agenda

item 144.
We turn next to the report (A/43/868) of the Third Comnittee on agenda

item i2, entitled "Report of the Economic and Social Council"™.

Mg, BYRNE (United States): The delegations of Portugal, Spain and the
United Kingdom have indicated that if it were possible for their countries' names
to be added to the list of sponsors of draft resolution XXI, entitled “Enhancing
the effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine elections”, they would
wish that that be done. We request that their wish be included in the record.

The PRESIDENT: That will be done.

I shall now call on those representatives who wish to explain their votes
before the voting.

Mr. MORA' QODOY (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): We should like to

explain ocur vote on draft resolution XXI, entitled "Enhancing the effectiveness of
the principle of periodic and genuine elections®, which the Third Committee adopted
without a vote.

The Cuban delegation &id not OPpose consensus, although the text does not

reflect our main concerns with regard to the draft resolution. Indeed, it does not
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(Mr. Mora Godoy, Cuba)

clearly specify that nothing in this field can run counter to the sovereignty of

States to run electoral processes in keeping with their national laws and system,
Paragraph 3 tries to prescribe a model for everyone, but we wish to emphasize that

nothing in it should be interpreted or used to prejudge other electoral systems.
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(Mr. Mora Godoy, Cuba)

Similarly, the draft resolution dces not contain even one reference teo the
Government of South Africa, which bears the greatest responsibility for the
establishment of the system of apartheid in that country, against which the United
Nations has unsuccessfully tried to apply mandatory sanctions,

Although, as the negotiating process showed, no delegation expressed
difficulties about including the name of that country, the objection of a single
country unfortunately meant that that was not possible. Had it been otherwise, it
would per haps have made for a more real oconsensus.

We believe that in the future any draft resolution on the matter must reflect
this concern of the whole international community.

We also have reservations about including a new item on the agenda of the
Commission on Human Rights and of the General Assembly, since we consider that to
be unnecessary. It is not part of the rationalization that we are trying to bring
to the work of the United Nations, and therefore we should reconsider including it
under an item already on the agenda of both the Commission on Human Rights and the
General Assenbly.

Mr. MAHALLATI (Islamic Republic of Iran): I should like to express our

position on draft resolution I.

This year, inspired by the encouraging and constructive atmosphere prevailing
in the conduct of international relations, in general, and’ the tendency in
international organizations to emphasize consensus as the preferred and naturally
more effective method of decision-making, in particular, my delegation took a
healthy, constructive and challenging step. I officially announced my Government's
readiness fully to co-operate with the Special Representative of the Commission on
Human Rights so as to enable him fully to carry out his mandate. T also announced
1y delegation's readiness to join a consensus decision designed to secure the

expressed objective of the Human Rights Commission, through its Special
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(Mr. Mahallati, Islamic
Fepublic of Iran)

Representative, Mr. Galindo Pohl. 1in this connection, I engaged in special,
extended consul tations with Mr. Galindo Pohl, at my request. T sought the Special
Representative's opinion about what he would wish the Third Committee to Gecide as
to the future course of action. Mr. Galindo Pohl was very specific, and confirmed
that his only concern was the carrying out of his mandate. He added that he could
not ask for anything more.

Unfor tunately, against the better judgment not only of the majority of Member
States but alsoc of the majority of the sponsors of the draft resolution under
consideration, who favour & consensus action, certain sponsors, whose names I sghall
not mention, insisted on following the same old route of antagonism and adoption of
a draft resolution against the Islamic Republic of Iran. They seemed to be
interested not in the posi tive impact of our constructive proposal, but in adopting
a draft resolution against the Islamic Republic of Iran. They advanced a weak
argument that, since there existed a report on alléged'violation of human rights in
Iran, they were duty-bound to insist on adoption of the draft resolution.,
Therefore, the interim report of the Special Representative became the basis of
their obsession with the draft resolution against the Islamic Republic of Iran,
while the authorlof the interim report - the Special Representative - in fact
welcomed our Proposal, which would have readily guaranteed the success of his
mandate. This iz a vicious cif:cle, which has entrapped certain sponsors of the
draft resolution, against which they have not been able to provide a reasonable
response. The majority of the sponsors, of course, understood and appreciated the
Merit and pragmatic nature of our proposals, but had to remain in that vicious
circle owing to their ocath *of”fealtzy.

In addition to this vicious circle, those sponsors who failed, both in the

Committee and in my private talks with them, to advance a meaningful argument in
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defence of their incomprehensible persistence in building upon mere allegations of
the interim report, clearly manifested their dual policy towards the rule of law in
internatimal relations, a policy which is based on a selective approach.

Depending upon their perceived interests, these countr ies adopt ‘different: and at
times grossly contradictory approaches to relevant questions.

In order to be more specific, allow me to ask one of the sponsors of the draft
resolution, which had first-hand experience of being victim of abhorrent chemical
wezpons during the First world War, and a few other delegations apparently in the
vanguard of countries defending human rights, why there exists no report, let alone
action or decision, for consideration of the Third Committee on the
institutionalized extermination of an oppressed minority by the use of chemical
weapons during preceding months. The delegation with direct exper ience of falling
victim to the ugse of chemical weapons no doubt agrees with me that death caused by
chemical weapons is the most heinous form of torture and thus the gravest violation
of principles of human rights. It knows that chemical weapons kill
indiscriminately and maim and inflict perpetual suffering indiscr iminately.

My question as to why those whe appear to be staunch supporters of human
rights have not introduced a draft resolution on this human tragedy has not
received an answer. We all know that they have made a political decision to make a
Propagandistic campaign in favour of a handful of foreign zlements in Iran and
close their eyes to the institutional annihilation of a nation by chemical
weapons. Therefore, the only iogical deduction from the present situation in the
Third Committee, at least as concerns our case, is that the motivation for the
persistence of a few of the sponsors on their draft resolution goes well beyond
human rights concerns and merges into purely political considerations of different

sorts.,
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We condemn such political motivations and strongly believe that thay have a
ser jous and negative impact on the principles of human rights and particularly on
their enforcement.

In spite of what I have said, I have not lost hope and coenfidence in the
collective wisdom of the group. I have held meetings with the Special
Representative and Provided him with a certain document, whick in my opinion has
had a significant role in the pew outlook of the Special Representative on the
situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran. It should now be clear
to everyone that misinformation provided to the Special Representative by a
terrorist group whose headquarters are in the capital of a country which has been
in a war of aggression against my country is devoid of any real substance and is
aimed only at pPropagandistic objectives.

In conclusion, I should like to reiterate that I have not attempted to make a
critique of the interim teport, but have made some observations regarding the
Primary sources of the baseless allegations contained in the report. 1In spite of
what I have said, and despite our cognizance of certain political considerations on
the part of a few, I made 80me practical, feasible and constructive proposals
enabling the Special Representative to fulfil his mandate, which still stand. We
will also continue our co-operation with the Special Representative, but at the
same time I clearly announce that under no circumstances will we give in to
political bribery.

I express my profound regret about the draft resolution under consideraticn,
which, if adopted, would create, against our desires and extensive efforts, undue
obstacles to the Special Representative's success. Therefore, the responsibil ity
for any form of lack of success or delayed success should be shouldered by thoee

delegations insisting on the path of confrontation, when a viable co-operative
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solution is readily availabie, I should also like to express my gratitude to all
delegatione that suppor ted our principled position in various manners, particularly
to the Chairman of the Third Committee, who made an extensive effort to reach a
consensus in the Committee. T wish, therefore, to call upon all representatives to
vote against the draft resolution 80 as to ensure the rapid, full and satisfactory
implementation of the mandate of the Special Representative. Uader such
circumstances, the Commiszsiocn on Human Rights will be in a position to pronounce
itself on the facts of the issue, as investigated and verified by the Special

Representative.
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Mr. UIMER (Pakistan): My delegation belileves that draft resolution I,
"Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran®, which appears on
page 33 of document A/43/868, is not only flawed in substance but also unnecessary.

Iz is flawed because it ie predicated on assumptions that have not been
substantiated. It tends to invest hearsay allegations with an unjustifiable
measire of veracity, which detracts from its integrity amnd credibility.

The draft resolution also fails to take into account the serijous and sincere
of fer of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to co-operate fully with
the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights in the discharge of
his mandate.

In a statement made in the Thirg Committee on 25 Novenber the Permament
Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that his country was fully
Prepared to join a consensus decision by the General Assenbly that would enable the
Special Representative to carry out his mandate fully and in the shortest possible
time. He also Proposed a draft decision centring around the extension of full
co-operation by the Islamic Republic of Iran to the Special Representative in all
respects before the end of 1388 for the purpose of carrying out his man&ai:é.

That proposal provided unimpeachable evidence of Iran's good faith and should
have elicited the approbation and approval of every fair-minded person. 1t is
indeed regrettable that that important offer was disregarded, It is obvious that
the adoption of the draft resolution in question, which is largely a composite of
unsubstantiated allegaticns, will not serve the purpose for which it is intended.

The representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in a staéement the
Assembiy has just heard, has renewed his Government 's pledge of co-pperation to the
Special Representative and affirmed that his earlier proposal remains valid. There
still exists, therefore, an opportunity to forswear the part of acrimony and

enbrace an option that is sincere, constructive and conciliatory.
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The adoption of draft resolution I currently under the consideration of the
Assenbly may well erode that option. We do not believe that such a course of
action would be either wise or respongibl, Por this and the reasons mentioned
earlier, my delegation will vote against the draft resolution, "Situation of human
rights ib the Islamic Republic of Iran."

Mr. ABOU~HADID (Syrian Arab Republic): We have just heard a statement by

the Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran stating officially the
position of his Government vis-a-vis the draft resolution, "situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The position is very clear and needs to
be encouraged. The Islamic Republic of Iran has expressed without reserve its
readiness to co-operate with the Special Representative to carry out his mandate
fully, unconditionally, immediately, before the end of 1988 and in any manner he
deems fit. That position is very clear to all, and by taking that official
pPosition we are sure that the goals of the Commission on Human Rights are
guaranteed and that the mandate of the Special Representative will be fully
implemented and that hig report to the Commission at its next session will be
factual,

We should also like to call upon the members of the Assenbly to give this new,
positive position of the Islamic Republic of Iran a good chance, in order to avoid
A confrontational approach to the situation, which will not achieve the goals of
the draft resolution. we believe that what couid legitimately be expected to be
achieved can more readily be achieved through a new, positive approach to the
matter and by avoiding premeditated political aims and allegations against Iran.

My delegation will therefore vote against the dcaft resolution.

The' PRESIDENT: The Asgembly will now cake a decision on the 23 draft

resolutions contained in paragraph 107 of the Third Committee's report (A/43/868) .,
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After all decisions have been taken, members will again be given an opportunity to
explain their votes.

We turn first to draft resolution I, "Situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran™. a recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded  vote -  was - taken,

In' favours Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Austria, Bzhamas, Bar bados,
Belgium, Belize, Botswana, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African
Republic, Chad, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominica, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Finlang, France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Iraq,

~ Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Lesotho,
Luxembourg, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealangd,
Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Portugal, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Togo, Trinidad
and Tobago, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America, Venezuela

Against: Albania, Algeria, Angola, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam,
Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Kuwait, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia,
Nicaragua, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Romania, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania :

Abstaining: Bhutan, Brazil, Eurkina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Cameroon, Comoros,
Cote d'Ivoire, Cyprus, Djibouti, Egypt, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia,
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Kenya,
Lebanon, Liberia, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco,
Nepal, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 5omalia, |
Suriname, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Draft‘tesolution'I'waS'adopted'by 61 votes: t0'25; with 44 abstentionsg

(resolution 43/137).
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The' PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II is entitled "Status of the Convention

on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide".
The Third Committee adopted this draft resoclution without a vote. May I take
it that the Gereral Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resclution II- was: adopted (resolution 43/138).

The  PRESIDENT: Draft resolution III is entitled "Situation of human

rights in Afghanistan®.
I call on the representative of Afghanistan, who wishes to explain his
position on draft resolution ITTI.

Mr . MEHNAT (Afghanistan): My delegation did not participate in the
decision taken by the Third Committee on draft resolution ITI, entitled "Situation
of human rights in Afghanistan®, but that was not reflected in the Committee's
report (A/43/868). I therefore request that it be placed on record that my
delegation does not wish to participate in the decision on draft resolution III,

The  PRESIDENT: The record will reflect this,

The Third Committee adopted draft resolution III without a vote. May I take
it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution III- was' adopted (resolution 43/139),

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IV is entitled "Regional arrangements

for the promotion and Protection of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region".
This draft resolution was adopted without a vote by the Third Committee. May
I take it that the Generai Assembly also wishes to adopt it?

Draft resolution IV was: adopted (resolution 43/140).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution V ig entitled "Situation of refugees in

the Ssudan".
This draft resolution was also adopted without a vote by the Third Committee.

May I consider that the General Assembly also wishes to adopt it?
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Draft‘resolut:lon'v'was'adopted (resolution 43/141).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resoluticn VI is entitled "Humanitarian asgistance
to refugees in Djibouti”.
The Third Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Agsembly wishes to do the same?
Draft resolution VI was" adopted (resolution 43/142),
The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution VII deals with emergency assistance to
voluntary returnees and displaced persons in Chad.
In the Third Committee it was adopted without a vote. May I take it that the
General Assembly wishes to adopt 1t?

Draft- reselution' VII' was adopted (resolution 43/143).

The PRESIDENTs The next draft resolution concerns assistance to refugees

and returnees in Ethiopia.

The Third Committee adopted draft resolution VIII withcut a vote. May I take

it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution VIII was- adopted (resolution 43/144),

The PRESIDENT: We now turn to draft resolution IX, entitled "Situation

of human rights and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador®.
The Third Committee adopted this draft resoluticn without a vote. May I take
it that the General Assembly wishes to d the same?

Draft resolution' IX' was: adopted (resolution 43/145).

The  PRESIDENT: Draft resolution X is entitled "Measures to improve the

situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrant workers®., The
report of the Fifth Committee on the programme budget implications of this draft
resolution is contained in document A/43/936.

A recorded vote has been requested.
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A recorded vote was" taken.

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, &ntigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Fasc, Burma, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colomb ia,
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, C3te d'ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark,
Djibouti, Pominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Bgypt,

El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, PFinland, France,
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bigsgau, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Iebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Qatar, Fomania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sac Tome and
Principe, saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, !krainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Unijon of Soviet Social..’ Republics,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Against: United States of America

Abstaining: Germany, Federal Republic of, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Draft-resolution' X' wag- adopted-by' 154 votes: to 1, with 2 abstentions

(resolution 43/146),

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XI concerns assistance to refugees in

SOmaJ&i.a.
The Third Committee adopted draft resolution XI without a vote. May I take it
that the General Asgembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution’ XI' was- adopted (resolution 43/147).
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The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XII concerns assistance to refugees and

displaced persons in Malawi.
The Third Committee adopted this draft resolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Asgembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution XII was- adopted (resolution 43/148).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XIII is entitled "Assistance to student

refugees in southern Africa®.
The Third Committee adopted this draft zesolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Asgembly wishes to likewise?

Draft resolution XIII was" adopted (resolution 43/149).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XIV is entitled "Measures to be taken

against Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist activities and all other forms of
totalitarian ideologies andg practices based on apar theid, racial discrimination and
racism, and the systematic denial of human rights and fundamental freedoms".

The Third Committee adopted this draft resolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resclution' XIV was adopted (resolutich 43/150).

The PRESIDENT: We come next to draft resolution ¥V, entitled "Summary or

arbitrary executions™.
The Third Committee adopted this draft resolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution XV was' adopted (resolution 43/151).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XVI deals with regicnal arrangements for

the promotion and protection of human rights.
In the Third Committee, it was adopted without a vote. May I take it that the
General Assembly wishes to adopt it?

#. £t resolution XVI'was adopted (resolution 43/152).
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The PRESIDENT: We turn next to draft resolution XVII, which concerns
human rights in zhe administration of justice.
The T};ird Committee adopted this draft resolution without a vote. May I take
it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Dtaft~resolution'XVII-waS'adopt.ed (resolution 43/153).

The PRESIDENT: We cone next to draft resolution XVIII, entitled *Human

rights and mass exoduses".
The Third Committee adopted this draft resolution withcut a vote. May I take
it that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution XVIII wag: adopted (resoluticn 43/154) .

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XIX is entitled "International

co-operation in solving international problems of a social, cultueral or
humani tarian character, and in promoting and encouraging universal respect for, and
observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms".

The Third Committee adopted this draft resolution withcut a vote, May I take
it that the General Agsembly wishes to do the game?

Draft resolution' XIX was" adopted (resolution 43/155),

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XX is entitled ?Improvement of social

life".

A recorded vote has been requested.
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A recorded vote'was: taken.

In' favours Afghanistan, albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Bar buda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burk ina Faso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
China, Colombia, Comoros, Conao, Costa Rica, Cdte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominica,
Dominican Rewublic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritiusg, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambigue, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua HNew
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Fomania,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Ssaint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad ang Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Against: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Israel, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining: Finland, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Malta, Spain,
Sweden

Draft-regolution: XX- was: adopted-by 130 votes- to- 16, with' 9 abstentions

(resolution 43/156).#

..........

* Subsequently the delegation of Malawi advised the Secretariat that it had
intendad to vote in favour.
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The PRESIDENT:s Draft resolution XXI is entitled "Enhancing the

effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine elections®. The Third

Commi ttee adopted this draft resolution without a vote. May I take it that the

General Rssemdbly wishes to do the same?

Draft resolution' XX¥ was: adopted (resolution 43/157) .

The PRESIDENT: We turn next to draft resolution XXIX, which concerns the

situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in Chile. a recorded vote hag

been requested.

A recorded vote was: taken.

In favour:
=2 _-avour

Against:

Afghanistan, Albania, Rlgeria, Angola, Aptigua and Barhbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Barbadog, Belgium, Benin, Bolivia,
Botswana, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, Colombia, Congo, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratie Yemen, Denmark, Dominica,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, Prance, Gamb ia, German
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland,
India, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Denocratic Republic, Libyan Arab Jamzhiriya, Luxenbourg,
Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongol ia,
Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nozway, Papua
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Mwanda, Saint
Iucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and
Prircipe, Seneqal, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Swaziland, Sweden, Togc, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdem of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Chile
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Abstaining: Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil, Brunei Darugsalam,
Burma, Camercon, Central African Republic, Chad, China, Comoros,
Costa Rica, C3te d'Ivoir.:, Democratic Kampuchea, Djibouti, Egypt,
Equatorial Guinea, Fiji, Gabon, Grenada, Haiti, Honduras,
Indonesia, Irag, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Liber ia, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Morocco, Nepal, Niger,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Qatar, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saudi Arabia, Sierra leone, Singapcre, Somalia, Sudan,
Suriname, Thailand, Tarkey, United States of Amer ica, Yemen,

Zaire

Dtaft'zesolution'xxn'was'adopted'by'S?'voteS' to 1, with 55 abstentions

(resolution 43/158}.
-The PRESIDENT: We come now o draft resolution HXIII, entitled "Question

of enforced or involuntary disappearances”. The Third Committee adopted that Jdraft

resclution without a vote. May I take it that the General Asgenbly wishes to do

the same?

Draft resolution XXIII was- adopted (resolution 43/159).

The PRESIDENT: I now invite representatives to turn to the draft

decisions recomenged by the Third Committee in paragraph 168 of its report
(A/43/868). '

Draft decision I is recommended by the Third Committee for rZoption by the
Assembly. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to adopt it?

Draft-decision I was- adopted,

The PRESIDENT: Draft decision IT is recommended by the Third Committee

for adoption by the Assembly. May I take it that the Generail Asgsembly wishes to

adopt it?

Draft decision IY was adopted.
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The' PRES IDENT: Draft decision III is recommended by the Third Committee

for adoption by the Assembly. May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to
adopt it?

Draft-decision III: was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: I call ROY On representatives wishing to explain their

votes or positions.

Miss BOmM (Camer oon) (interpretation from French): The delegation of
Cameroon joined in the consensus on draft resolution XXI, "Enhancing the
effectiveness of the Principle of periodic and genuine elections®, because the
Principles set out in that text are enshrined in our Constitution. Full effect was
given to those Principles in our country's most recent elections, held in April.

With regard to Ooperative paragraph 3 of the resolution, my delegation wishes

to stress that for it the only valia interpretation of the rei'2rence in paragraph 3
to "an electoral process which accommodates distinct alternatives®, is that given
in the French text, not that which could be placed on the phrase in the English
toxt,

Miss BYRNE (United States of America): 1t is important that the human

rights gsituation in Afghanistan remain before the international community. Equally

abuses in that unfortunate country. Indeed, a basic improvement in the human
rights environment depends on total withdrawal of Sovijet forces and the restoration
of an independent, broad-based andg freely chosen Afghan Government. The presence
of Soviet troops in Afghanistan and their support of the illegitimate Kabu) régime
have created a situation which hag led to the dramstic decline in the human rights
situation in that occupied country. The sooner the Soviets leave and a new

poli tical order emerges, the sooner a positive human rights environment will begin

to emerge.
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(4iss Byrne, United States)

Consequently, we agree that the spotlight of attention should remain focused
on the widespread and persisting human rights abuses which the Kabul régime
continues to inflict on the Afghan people. The human rights resolution on
Afghanistan just adopted by the General Asgenbly does that. Mnong its more
important findings, the General Assembly states that violations of human rights
persist with the same frequency as in the past; that over 2,000 persons remain in
régime prisons for political reasons; that there are continuing allegations of
torture and ill-treatment of prisoners and that disappearances of individuals
continue; and, finally, that after years of conflict the economic, social and
cultural situation in Afghanistan has deteriorated, and .has now become criticall.

The resolution makes reference in some instances to some improvements in the
human rights situation. The International Coiu.ittee of the Red Croes (ICRC) was
able to visit the notorious Pol-E~Charkhi prison in rid-1988, for example, after
protracted negotiations, which had begun in 1987. It is with respect to a
development of that sort that the United States interprets the ceference in the
resolution to "some improvements"® in the human rights situation, but unfor tunately
this is only a modest, minimal gain. 1Indeed, the ICRC has not been able to viait
other detention facilities - at leagt three of which exist in Kabul - vhere torture
reportedly is routinely used.

As a general proposition, the United States does not believe there has been
basic or fundament-1 change in the human rights situation in Afchanistan in 1988,
Individual human rights continue to be deriied and suppressed on a masasive scale.
Arbitrary killings and other acts of violence against¢ suspected opponents of the
régime remain commonplace. Disappearances in areas under régime control continue

unabated. In many cases, unexplained disappearances of young males have bezn due
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to impressment into mili tary service. Régime authorities frequently employ torture
to punigh or to extract information or confessions. The policy is widespread,
indicating that it has official sanction. Finally, there are no legal safeguards
to prevent arbitrary arrest or detention. Afghans in areas controlled by the
régime face unwarranted seizure by security personnel. Often, detainees are either
not told of the charges against them before tr ial or are simply not brought to
trial.

This is only a short list of the Kabul régime's more flagrant abusas of human
rights., Respect for civil rights such as freedom of speech or peaceful assembly
and association is sadly lacking as well.

Some try to argue that the Kabul régime and the mujahidin are equally guilty
of human rights viclations. This is a cynical and unfortunate manoeuvre. The
facts are otherwise. The Kabul régime iz the principal violator of human rights in
Afghanistan .and is responsible for the ma jor human rights abuses occurring in that

country,
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In closing, let me reiterate the importance of the international community's
keeping the human richts situation ir Afgﬁanietan under close scrutiny. We are
convinced - and we believe most other nations are - that the human rights
conditions in that country will improve i.méasurably once the Soviet occupation has
ended and a legitimate, broad-based Government has been established through
self-determination.

It is with that perspective and interpretation that the United States joined
the consensus on the 1988 human rights resolution on Afghanistan.

Mr. MEZA (El Salvador) (interpretation from Spanish): During the debate
on agenda item 12, "Report of the Economic and Social Council®”, as it relates to El
Salvador, my delegation set forth my Government's position on the matter of human
rights. I think it is important today to make some comments on draf: resolution
IX, just adopteé By the General Assenbly.

First of all, I wish to note that the text of the resolution was the result of
talks among a group of Latin American countries with historical links to Central
America, because of which they have been partiéipating in the peace-making process
in the region. That is the group best acguainted with our historic, political,
social and economic development; to a greater or lesser extent they have also
recognized the measures and efforts of the Government of El Salvador in recent
years to protect and promste human richts.

Although it was a negotiated text, we do not believe it is balanced, and we '~
would have been glad had it been more equitable and balanced, in conformity with
the observations in the report of the Special Representative, by including a direct
and precise reference to the sabotage and terrorism that affect the rights of the

people of 21 Salvader.
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I consider that my delegation acted in good faith and in a spirit of
Co-operation, and pursued a policy based on dialogue. That could have made it
possible to elucidate the situvation of El Salvador more objectively and thus
achieve greater balance in the dr#ft resolution - which, as I have said, was
lacking. Some European countries, acting contrary to the will aind the constructive
spirit of the fatin American countries - supported by their Foreign Ministers, who
met in El Salvador at the Organization of American States General Aszgsembly and
declared their support for efforts at democratization in El Salvador - felt put out
at not being included in the wmofficisl consultations and subgsequently submitted
draft amendments to medify and harden the draft resolution already negotiated.

In our view, such behaviour and positions are regrettable, not only because
they lay claim to a right not possessed, but because they constitute a bad
precedent for relations among regional and subregional groups. Is there any }.'ule
that says s regicnal or subregional group must consult other geographical groups on
matters apecific to it?

We feel that the truth about E1 Salyador cannot be understocd on the sole
basis of reports by journalists or by groups or individuals interested in
sensationalism, because these vield only partial anzlysis that does not take into
account all the factors and elements of our current crisis. To know the truth
about El Salvador one must consider internal and external factors such as
historical, eocnomic, political, gocial, cultural and military factors, our power
Structure, the composition of our social groups, the nature of our econcny, the
state of international markets, and the foreign dapendence we have yet to
overcome. These factors are all basic to an objective and full uriderstanding of

the origin and causes of the current crisis in my country.
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The crisis now afflicting El Salvador is neither new nor momentary. It was
generated through a cyclical process that gradually exacerbated our situation,
principally through the lack of the exchanges necessary to confront and meet the
increasing needs caused by the social dynamic of our country. That is the
situation which has, unfortunatly, put my country into the world spotlight; it is
the situation to which a number of spokesmen have referred, in adopting harsh
poeitions towards a Government which, whatever its political and ideological ideas,
is the product of the will of the people; it assumed power at a time of crisis and
under unusual conditions, and has made éffott in various areas, especially with
respect tc human rights, to improve conditions for its people,

Moreover, an analysis of the situation in El Salvador, especially since 1980,
which marked the beginning of the process of democratization, must take account of
the following factors.

What has been and is the role pPlayed by the FMIN-FDR and its contribution to
the proceés towards democracy? Facts show that its rontribution has been a policy
of gaining power through violence and terrorism, a policy for which there has never
been popular support. We believe it is time for it to reconsider, and that, in
conformity with the peace-making framework of the Esquipulas II agreements, it will
give up its dogmatic, hard-line positions an@ become part of the lawful political
process,

We must repeat again that the resolution is not balanced or fair in conformity
with the points made in the réport of the Special Representative, since it does not
refer directly to the acf:ions of armed opposition groups, especially the means used
most recently in *heir policy of destabilization, such as sabotage by urban
commandos including the use of car-bombs, and the outrageous and reprehensible

policy of so-called executions, which the Special Representative himgelf includes
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under summary executions. Among these we should mention the recent assassination
of Government officials such as the Mayor of Sesori and his secretary, and the
' VIcé;Chaizman of the Governmental Human Rights Commission, in the Oriente area. -

We hope that, in the l1ight of events in the regicn, the Commission on Human
Rights will re-evaluate the mandate on El Salvador and that instead of continuiﬁg
with a Special Representative it will appoint someone ~ even the same individual,
who has knowledge and experience concerning the gitvation in E1 Salvador - as an
expert, whose advisory services could fiil the gaps and contribute to the
formulation of a plan on the promotion ana protection of human rights andg
fundamental freedoms in El1 Salvador.

The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly has thus concluded its consideration
of the report of the Economic and Sociai Council allocated to the Third Committee,
as well as all tae reports of the Third Committee.

I take this opportunity tc congratulate His Excellency Mr. Mohammad A.
Abulhasan, Permanent Representative of Kuwait and Chairman of the Third Comnittee,
Mr. Carlos Casajuana of Spain, Rapporteur of the Third Committee, the other
officers of the Committee, all members of the Third Committee, and the members of

the Secretariat staff on a job very welli done on behalf of mankind,

The' meeting' rose’ at-9.39 p.m.





