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1. IN'mODUCTION

1. l\t its 3rd plenary meeting, on HI Septombor 1987, the General Aosentlly, on the
rocomm'tndation of the General Commlttee, ,)ecidod to include in tho agenda of its
forty-second oo'sDion the item entitled "Ialplemuntation of the World Programme of
Action conc~rnin9 Disabled PerSl'lnS and tho UnitPf) Nations Decado of Disahled
Peruona, repcuts of the seoretary-Goneral" and to all.t,cote it to the Third
CORmitt eo.

2. The Third Committee considered the item jointly with items 88, 89, 90, 94 and
141 at: its 14th· to 22nd, 28th and 32nd meetf.nqs on 15, 16, .19 to 23 81'd 29 Q:tober
and 3 November 1987. An account of the Cailmitteo'o discussj,ons is contained in the
relovant SUlfIlUUY [ocol'de (A/C. 3/42/SR. 14-22, 28 and 32).

3. 'l'ho Committee had before it the !:ollowing documentation,

(a) Report of the Economic and Social Council fot the year 1981, chaptet V,
section D (A/42/3) J !/

(b) Implementation of the Wor ld Programme of Action concerning D1 s1Jbleo
Perhons and the United Nations Decade of Oisahled Persons: report of the
Gecretary-GDneral (A/42/55l)J

1/ To be issued as Official Records of the Gener cll AS,9pmhly, For ty-second
sesBi.on, Supplement No. 3 (A/42/3).
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(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the ~valuation of the implementation
of the World Programme of Action concerning disabled persona during the first half.
of the United Notions Deoade of Disabled Persons (A/42/S6l).

4. At the 14th meeting, tne Direotor-General for Development and International
Economio Co-operation, the Direeto~-General of the United Nations Offioe at Vienna
an~ the Direotor of the SOoial Development Df,vision of the Centre fOl: SOoial
Development and Humanitarian AffaJrs made introductory statements (see
A/C.3/42/SR.14) •

11. CONSIDEkATION or DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C. 3/42/L. 25

S. At the 28th meeting, on 2~ OCtober 1987, the representative of the Phllippine~

introduced a dra.Ct. resc.lution (A/C. 3/42/L. 25), enti tled "Impl.ementation of the
World Programme of Ilctiun oonoernin,q Disabled Persons and the united Nations Decade
of Disabled Persons", sponsored by Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, China,
COlombia, Costa Rioa, the Dominican Republio, Egypt, Germany, Federal ReputJUo of,
Greeoe, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Morocco,
Para9Ua~1 ~' the Philipeinesl Romania I Sene9all Sweden, the United States of
America l Yugoslavia and Zaire, SUbsequently joined by Guatemalal Kenya, the Sudan,
Venezu~la and Zimbabwe.

6. At the 32nd meeting, on 3 November, the Secretary annou"ced, on behalf of the
sponsors, an amendment to the resolution as follows.

In operative paragraph 9, after the words "with in existing resources,
alternative", delete the word "management".

7. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted, without a vote, draft resolution
A/C.J/42/L.2S as orally revised (see para. 8).

111. RECOMMENDATION or THE THIRD COMMITTEE

8. The Third Committee recommends to the General Asaembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutiotll

Implementation of the World Programme of Action ct)ncp.rnillg
Disabled Person!' and the Uni,ted Nat.ions Decade of Disab1 ed

Per: sons

The General Asgem~,

Recalling all its pertinent resolutions, including resolution .37/52 of
3 December 1982, by which it adopted the World Programme of Actton concerning
Disabled Persons, 11 an~ resolution 37/53 of 3 December 1982, by which it,

~/ A/37/35l/Add.l and Add.l/Corr.l, annex, sect. VUI, rAcommendation) (IV).
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,inter alia, proclaimed the period 1983-1992 the unit.ed Nations Decade of
Disabled ~srBono,

nC-lCalling itD re~olution 41/106 of 4 December 1986 and l:eaffirminCJ all of
its rel~vant proviaionb,

Taking note of Econcolic and Social Council resolution 1987/43 of
28 May 1987, by which it, inter a11a, requested the Secretary-General to make
all appropriate efforts to mobilize international. support and action for the
Decade,

l"urther taking note of the Guiding Principles for Developmental Sooial
Welfare Policies and ProCJrammes in the Near Future, :J.,/ ".dopted by the
Inter rogional Consul tatton on Developmental Sooial Welfare Policies and
ProgrammeR, held at V1enna from 7 to 15 September 1.981,

Boaring in mind that 1987 marks the mid-point of the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons Dlld that, in the review being conduoted on the
implementation of the World Prograwde of Action, the most Unportant oriteria
for evaluation are suggosted by the theme ot the International Year of
Disabled Persons, "Full partioipaUon and equality",

Noting with satisfaotion the COncrete measures already carried out by the
Governments of Member States, the bocUos and organizations of the United
Nations system and non-governmental organizations to implement the objectives
of the World Programme of Action within the framework of the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persona,

Noting the iml~rtant work currently being undertaken by tho
Suo-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities on human rights and disability, which could serve os a useful basis
(1)[ the oontinuAd ef forts to enaurb for disabled person~ the enjoyment of
hum~.n r ighta and fundamental freedoms,

Noting with oPereciation the otops taken by the United Nations system and
by the non-goverr~Qntal organizations conoerned to monitor the implementation
of the World Programme of Action, .

~eiterati~ the need to give greater publicity to revitalize the Unite"
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,

NeCognizing the pivotal role of the United Nations in promoting the
exchango of. information, oxperience and expertise and closer regional and
lnterregional co-operation tOwards more effective strategies and policies to
advance the status and welfare of persons with disahillties,

1/ E/CONF.BO/10.
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~te8Rin! thut the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs
is the focal pu!nt within the Un1ted Nations for thd implementation and
monitoring of the World Programme of Action,

Concerned that, at the mid-point of the Decade, the resouroe base of the
Voluntary Fund for the United Nationo Decade of Disabled Persons is
significantly reduced from that prevailing during the first half of the
Decade, and that unless this trend is reversed, the resources of the Fund will
be depleted and operational aotivities will lapse well before the end of the
decade in 1992,

Mindful that, since developing countries are experienoing diffioulties in
mobilizing resources, international oo~peration should be 8noouraged to
a8s~st national eifort9 in implementing the World Programme of Action ~nd the
objectives of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persona,

Taking note with aepreoiation of the report of the ~eoretarY-General on
the implementation of the World Programme of Action conoerning Disabled
Persons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, !I

~.so taking note with appreciation of the report of the 8eoretaty-Qeneral
on the evaluation of the impl~mentation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons during the first half of the United Nations Decade
of Disabled Persons, 1/

1. Reaffirms the validity of the World Programme of Action concerning
Disabled Persons and urges Member States to rededioate themselves to the early
and effective imple~entation of the Programme,

2. Invites those Member Rtat8s that have not done so to establish
national oommittees in oonsultation with disabled persons and their
organizations as focal points for the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons)

3. Invites once again Member States to reinforce national oommittees as
fOcal points for the United Nations Deoade of Disabled Persons, to stimulate
activitieB at the national level, to mobilize pUblio opinion on behalf of the
Deoade, to partioipate in the implementation of disability projeots with
regard to the International Year of Disabled Persons and to assist in
monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the WOrld Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons during the second half of the Decade,

4. Regueats the Seoretary-General to consider convening, within
existing resources, during the second half of the Decade, an interregional

!/ A/42/55l.

~ A/42/S61.

/ ...



"142/.,.,4
English
P8,e 5

meeting of representatives of national disability committees with a view to
enhl'ncing the capabil tties of such canmittecs throu9h an exohange of views and
information.

5. Invites Member States t~ incorporate in their national development
plans and atratogies projects to assist porsons with disabilities and to
include such projects in the country pr.ogrammes of the United Nations
Developnent Progranm6'

6. Renews itn invitation to all atates to give high priority to
projects concerning the prevention of disabilities, rehabilitation and the
equalization of opportunities for disabled persons within the framework of
bilateral assistance,

.,. Requests the Secretary-General to encouro90 all organs and bodies of
the United Nations, inclu~in9 regional commissions, international
organizations and specialiZed agencies, to take into consideration the
specific needs of disabled persons when elaborating their progtaames and
operational act~vities.

8. Invites the Se~retary-General and Member States to encourage roal
involvement of disabled persons in United Nations programmes and activities,
including the provision of employment opportunities,

9. Requests the Secretary-General to consider, within existing
resources, alternativb ~truotures to ensure that the issue of disability is
accorded high visibility and to develop the Disabled Persons Unit in the
Centre for Social Development and lIumanitarian Affairs as a specialhed
f6ctlitoting agent engaging the available resources of the United Nations
system and relevant networks outside the United Nations,

10. Inv:l.tes the Centre to expand its close collaboration with
non-governmental organizations and to consult with them on a regular and
systematic basis on matters relating to the implementation of the World
Programme of Act ion.

11. Calls upon Member States, national committees, the United Nations
system und non~ov~rnmental organizations to assist in a global information
campaign to publicize the Decade through all appropriate means,

12. Recognizes the important role of non~overnmental organizations,
especially those representing persons with disabilities, tn the eff.ective
implementation of the World Programme of Action, in raising international
awareness of the ooncerns of persons with disabHitieu and in monitoring and
evaluating progcess achieved during the Decade,

l~. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to administer donated
funds, using them for projects under the present structure of the Vbluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, and, in addition, to
continue to make new provisions in order to offer a selection of projects to

/ ...



A/42/774
English
Page 6

donor countries that might be willing to finance a partioular programme under
the ~Special Purpose Contributions",

14. Reafftrms that the resources of the Voluntary Fund should be used to
support catalytic and innovative aotivities in order to implement further the
objectives of the World Programme of Action within the framework of the United
Nations Decade of Dissb1ed Persons, with priority given, as appropriate, to
programmes and projects of the least developed countries,

lS. lnvites Governments and non-governmental organizations to continue
their contributions to the Voluntary Fund, and calls upon Governments and
non-qovernmental organi~ations that have not yet done so to consider
contributing to the Fund so as to enable it to respond effectively to the
growing demand for assistance,

16. Expresses its appreciation to the Government of Sweden for hosting
the Global Meeting of EKperts to review the implementation of the World
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons at the mid-point of the United
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, held at Stookholm from 17 to
22 August 1987, and to the experts who partioipated,

17. Requests Member States and all relevant bodies and organs of the
United Nations system to submit to the Seoretary-General their oomments on the
recommendations outlined in paragraphs 10 to 39 of the report of the Global
Meeting of Experts, !/ as well as on the report of the Secretary-General on
the evaluation of the implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons during the first half of the United Nations Decade
of Disabled Persons 1/ and requests the Seoretary-General to submit a report
theceon to the Economic and Social Council at its first regular session in
1988,

18. Regu~ the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
its forty-third session on the implementation of the present resol.ution,

19. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-thir.d
session the item entitled "Implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons".

§/ CSDHA/DDP/GME/7 of 1 September 1987.


