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I. INTQODUCTION

1. In its resolution 41/106 of 4 Deoember 1986, the General Assembly took note of
the revort of the Seoret6ry-General on the implementation of the World Programme of
Aotion oonoerninq Disabled Persons and the united Nations Deoade of Disabled
Persons (A/41/60St, and of the preparations for the global meetinq of experts at
Stockholm (Sweden) in 1937, purAuant to General Assembly resolution 39/26 of
2) November 1984. The resolution requested the Seoretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-aeoond session on t'lf! implementation of the
resolution and on the outo~me of the meetinq of experts. The present report deals
with the implementation nf resolution 41/106. 'separate report (A/42/561) will
pre~ent the findings of the first review and appraisal of the World programme of
Aotion conoerninq Disabled Persons, and the outoome of the meeting o~ experts.

2. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 41/106, the Seoretary-General
ciroulated a note verbale to Governmenta on 2 Maroh 1987 requesting information on
(a) the establishment and reinforoement of national o~mmittees as focal points for
the United Nationn Deoade of Disabled Persons, (b) bilateral assistance relating to
projects oonoe~ninq the prevention of disabilities, rehabilitation and equalization
of opportunities, Hnd (0) the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Deoade of
Disabled Persons. As at 2 July 1987, replies to the note verbale had been received
from 27 Governments, 11 and are reflected in the present report.

3. The present repor:t &hould be read in oonjunction with the two previous reports
of the Seoret&ry-r,eneral on the implementation of the World Proqramme of Action
concerninq Disabled Persons and the tJnited Nations Deoade of Disabled Persons,
nRmely, A/40!728 and Corr. land A/4l/60S.

11. SUMMARY AND RECOMPo\ENDATIONS

4. The information available suqqests that siqnifioant proqress has been made in
brinqing disability and its human consequences to tt. attention of Governments and
the people of the world. There is today a framework for aotion - the World
Proqramme of Action concerninq Disabled Persons - whereas none existed less than a
decade aqo. There is now increasinq evidence of "a common understandinQ on
disability issues and needs, and the existence of a political will and commitment
to improve the situation of disabled persons. It ls also evident, however, that
the alleviation of slJfferinq caused by disabil1 ty l'emains an item on national and
,t,nternational aqendas. There are Jl\l'ny reasons for this, includinq a lack of
technical and financial resources, inadequate infrastructures and supportive
servioes and the prevailinq socio-economio situ~tion, particularly in the
developing oountries. Durinq the second half of the Decade and beyond concerted
efforts will be required to reinviqorate the type of aotivities that were initiated
durinq the 1981 International Year of Disabled Persons.

5. In this context, it is essential that national disability committees and
similar co-ordinating bodies, whioh have played important advocaoy and supportinq
roles, be further strenqthenea throuqh adequate financial and technical support,

/ ...



A/42/SS1
English
Page 4

both from Governments and the private seotor. At the same time, eaoh national
oo-ordinating oommittee, depending on its situation, needs to determine how bost to
raise re8ouro~s on behalf of the disabled persons. T~ assist in this area and
sUbjeot to the availability of resouroes, the Aeorfcary-General intends to conver,e
durinq the second half of the Deoade, an interreqional meetinq of representatives
of national disability o(',mmi~tees with a view to enha.\oil'lq the oapaoities of suoh
oommittees, through an exohange of views and information. The General Assembly may
wish to invite Member St~tes. whioh have not already done so. to establish such
oommittees and bodies an~ to support efforts aimen at otrenqtheninq and improvinq
their oapacities.

6. BUateral assistanoe in the disability field. inoludinq technical co-operation
among developing oountries, represents an important souroe of technical and
financial support. sinoe disability-related issues touch upon all sectors of
society. The General Assembly may wish to renew its invitation to all States to
aocord hiqh priority to disability-related concerns within the framework of
bilateral assistance. with speoial emphasis on the least-developed countries. As
appropriate. the country proqramme of the United Wations Dev~lopment Proqramme
(UNDP) can serve as a frame of l.:eference for promc..,Unq coherent and co-ordinated
approaches with other forms ot assistance.

7. At the mid-point of the Decade, the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons has disbursed ndarly SUS 2 million on 78 projects and on
other activities aimed at furthering the implementation of the World Programme of
Action conoerning Disabled Persons. Working closely with Governmenta, conoerned
members of the United Nations system for development co-operation and orqanizations
of disabled persons, the Fund provides critioal grants of seed-money to catalytic
and innovative activities in the disability field and to reinforce
disability-related concerns in mainstream development efforts. It is t matter of
considerable concern, however, that the Fund's resource baRe is siqnificantly
reduced from that prevailing during the first half of the Decade. Unless this
trend is reversed. the resources of the li'und will be depleted and operational
activities will lapse well befote the end of the Decade in 1992. 'rhe General
Assembly may acoordinqly wish to invite Governments and non-qovornmental
organizations to contribute qenerously to the Fund to enable it to respond
effectivel~' to the qrowinq demand for assistance.

Ill. ACTIVITIER OF MEMBER STATES

A. National committees

8. A questionnaire on the First Round of the Monitorinq of the Implementation of
the World Proqramme of Action concerninq Disabled Persons was sent to Governments
by the Centre fot Social Development and Human! tartan Affairs in Decelnber 1985. It
contained, inter alia, questions on the establishment, composition and functions of
national committees. Ninety-two countries provided replie~, of which 82 were
analysed in a backqround document submitted to the Global Meetinq of Experts.
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9. Information reoeived fr~m 44 Gov3rnments ~ on the reinforcement of nati~nal

rommittees or similar bodies was presented to the General Assembly at its fortieth
session (A/40/728 and Corr.l, para. 10-15). Additional information received from
SS Governmel\ts 3/ on the same SUbject was presented to t~e Assembly at its
forty-first session (A/41/60S, para. 6-13). The present report u~~ates the
exiAtinq information regardinq national committees that wae presented to the
General Assembly at its forti~th and forty-first sessions. As noted above, 27
Governments responded to a note verbale on the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 41/106. Unly those replies containing new information on national
oommittees are summarized below.

10. In Burkino raso, disabled persons have the opportunity to express their Vlews
within the Provincial Commissions for Disabled Persons, the Manaqe~nt Committee of
the Fund for Disabled Persons, within their own organizations and within the
structures of the Committee for th~ Defense of the Revolution.

11. Co-ordination is the responsibility of the 800ial security authorities in the
8yeloruosian Soviet Sooiali~L Nepu~. The attention of the looal Councils of
Peoples' Deputies and other State and economic aqenciBs and publio organizations is
currently focused on the search for effeotive approaohes to the various problpms
faoing disabled persons.

12. In ChinL, a China Orqanizational Committee on the United Nations DeCIde of
Disabled Persons was set up in July 1986 to co-ordinate activities of all the
ministries and departments conoerned. The Committee consists of leadinq officials
of 20 ministries concerned with disability-related matters an~ two national
orqanizations of disabled persons. It has appointed an ad hoo working qroup to
draw up a Plan of Work on Disabled Persons for the period 1987-1992.

13. In £lprus, the Committee of Ministers that was established in conneotion with
the International Year of Disabled Persona still operates and deals with all
matters conoerning disa~led persons. It recently decided to establish an Advisory
Committee on matters concerning disabled persons, consistinq of qove~nment

offioials, representatives of the employers and workers o~qanizations and of the
orqanizations of disabled perRons. The Advisory Committee perforrB the fnnctions
of a national committee as elaborate~ in General Assembly resolution 41/1u6. In
January 198~, a Co-ordinatinq Service for all matters concerning disabled persons
was established at the Ministry of Labour and SOoial "elfare. Thi& Service had,
durl.nq 1986 and especially in 1987, frequent ext~rnal contacts and wotk1ng sessions
with a representative body of all the orqanizat10no of disabled persons in the
oountry. Several important developments have reSUlted, whioh include the
preparation of a law that will faoilitate the recruitment of more qualified
disabled oandidates in the publio servioe, an inorease of the transport allowanoes
and their extension to addit~onal cateqories of disabled persons, the extenaion of
the riqht to duty-free cars to cover all cateqorie, of ~i8abled perYor.~, the
submission of a bill on the removal of arohiteotural barriers in the House of
Representatives. The Advisory Committee also submitted recommenda~ions on improved
traininq and development oppor~unities and provision of teohnical aids, that are
now before the Council of Ministers.
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14. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany is required to report to the
parliament on the situation of disabled persons in every legislative period, i.e.,
ev~ry four years. In 1981, the Government appointed the First Ombudsman
(Commissioner) for Matters Conce~ninq Disabled Persons. Similar ombudsmen for
disabled persons are now found at local, stRte and federal levels, and have proved
to be a useful institution.

15. In Finland, the Finnish Committee drew up an exten~ive report on its work,
incluCli ng over 200 proposals for the improvement of the si tua tion of d isable·;t
persons. The follow-up to the activities of the Finnish ~ational Committee was
taken over by the National Council for Disabled Persons, established in 1996.
Central government authorities and organizations of disabled persons are
represented in the Council. The Finnish Committee of the International Year of
Disabled Persons proposed the establishment of councils of disabled persons at
different qovernmental, provincial and municipal levels. Municip~l councils ot
disabled persons hav~ been established in acout 25 per cent of the municipalities
ot the country. There are now ptovincial units in a few provinces. In 1987, a
working group reviewed the implementation of the proposals of the Committee from
the point of view of disabled persons, and submitted the results of its findinqs to
the wational Council ~f Disabled Persons for follow-up action.

16. An Ad Hoc Committee for the International Year of Disabled Persons was formed
in Ghana in April 1977. The Committee, in cloee collaboration with the Oepartment
of Social Welfare, cr3ated an unprecedented awareness in the people o! Ghana about
the inherent POtential of the disabled population. This attitudinal change was
reflected in the formation of the Ghana Federation of Disabled Persons. The ~d !2£
Committee started a major action proqramme in the form of a rehabilitation project
in the western region of Ghana. With the active co-operation of the Ministry of
~~bilization and Productivity, the Commlttee is seeking leqal baokinq for a draft
law for the establishr.~nt of a National Council for the Rehabilitation of Disabled
Personv. This Council, when established, will take care of the welfare needs oC
disabled persons.

17. In 1983, a Presidential Decree established a co-ordinatinq body for Social
Welfare Efforts for Disabled Persons in Indonesia, with members from several
ministries, non-qovernmental organizations and disabled persons orqanizations. The
Peoples' Consultative Assembly of the Republic of Indonesia stipulated the
quidelines for State Policy in the Fourth Five-Year. Development Plan (Repelita IV)
(1984/85-1988/89), ~nd the Minister for Social Welfare Affairs issued a Ministerial
Decree concerning the Basic Desiqn for Soci~l Welfare Development. Social
rehabilitation programmes for disabled persons 3re carried out throuqh both
institutional and non-institutional facilities. gmphasis is placed on community
potentials as the main means and infrastructure for the ~otal rehabilitation of
disabled persons. The service base of this system is the o"llImuni ty itself, where
the clients remain livinq in their respective fa~flies/domicilesor community
surroundinqs.

18. The responsibilities of a national committee in Ir3n are beinq performed by
the National Welfare Orqanization. The main objectives are to draw attention to
the problems and needs of disabled persons. to encourage and strenqthen
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co-opezatlon amonq orqanizations and agencies concerned with disability-related
issues. and to enable disabled persono to expa~ their potential and become
prodl~ct he forces in soc:iety.

19. In Japan, the Headquarters for promoting the Welfare of Disabled Persons was
established in 1982. In addition, .he National Council for Disabled PetSOn6,
created in 1970, is ~n organization of disabl~ persons, which surveys and
deliberates on matters concerning disabled persons and expresses its views to the
Prime Minister and other government ministries and departments.

20. Kuwait reports that the Ministry of Education, th~ough its Private Education
Administration and its schools, accords special attei,tion to persons wit.. hearing,
visual and mental disabilities.

21. A mUlti-disciplinary national committee of both government and
non-governmental organiz&~tons has been set up in Malawi to implement the national
plan of ClctJon, which h~d been drawn basp.o on Utii' World PrOCJralllfte of Action. The
first meet .n9 of t~~ National Committ~e was held on 4 March 1986, which set Up four
sub-committ~eB in each of the major areas of rehabilitation, namely, medical,
educational training and placement, and welfare, to work out a detailed Btrategy
for implementation during the Decade. In its second meetin~ on 6 March 1987, the
National Committee examined the reports of the sub-committees a~ adopted a number
of their recommendations for implementation by the ministries or ~gencies

conc~rned. In addition, the Malawi Council for the Handicappe~, created by an Act
of Par 1 iament, is responsible for all mat ters af fecting the we ll-be irl.g, ed~cat ion,
training and employment of d1.sftbled persons.

22. 'panama established the Foundation for tile Disabled in PanalM in December 1983
to meet the needs of different categories of ~ople with disabilities. The
Foundation protects, apslsts and manages the needs of disabled persons through
seminars and conferences, exchange or information, training courses and preparation
of laws. ~he Management Committee i8 the planning, policy and decision-making
body. It consists of SUb-commissions dealing with education, finance, projects,
medical rQhabilitation, social affairs and dissemindtion of information. -The
Friends of the Fundaci6n pro-Impe6idosw work in close collaboration with the
Manag~ment Committee.

23. Co-ordination of activiti9s on behalf of the Decade in Rwanda is the
responsibility of the Interministeria1 Co-ordinatinl Committee for Rural
Development and ~e~lth, in which the Ministries of Health and Social Affairs
participate. This Committee ~ordinatos activities of centres and organizations
working for disabled persons. As a result of an agreement on national
co-ordination ef social aid and emergency operations between the Government and its
social sid partners in February 1987, it ie hoped that assistance to ~isab1ed

persons will be more efficient.

24. In Senegal, promotion and co-ordination of actions on behalf of disabled
persons rests with the Minister for Social Development. Con5id6ration is being
given to t.he possible restructuring and relaunching of the national committee set
up during the International Year of Disabled Persr.ns and the reactivation of the
Natiunal Committee for Social Action.
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250 The Government of Sweden reported that it had not established a special
national ,:omll,ittee for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, since it
l'eqards activities in the area of disaoiUty and physical, medical and social
arranqements for disabled persons as an onqoing obligation, and wvrks with the
support of a hiqhly-developed network of orqanizatior.s uf disabled persons
themselves. As a result of the International Year of Disabled Persons, ~ special
Swedish Programme of Action was formulated. Followinq this, the Government
commissioned a National Council for the Disabled in A~ril 1906, to examine the
implementation of the Programme of Action.

26. When considered in conjunction ~ith what has previously been reported to the
Asaembly, the information contained in the para9raphs above indicates that national
committees or similar bodies continue ~: bo the most important institutional
arrangements at the national level for the implementation of the World Programme of
Action concerninq Disabled Perllons. There has been a steady increase in their
number sinoe the International Year of Disabled Persons and it is imperative that
this trend continue durinq the remainder of the United Nations Decade.

B. Bilateral assistance

27. Replies received from Governments indicate that a qr.owinq number of ~ountries

are qivinq priority to projects concerninq the prevention of disabilities,
rehabilitation and the equalization of opportunities for disabled persons, both
within the context of both bilateral assistance and of technical co-operation amonq
developing countries.

2B. Several Governments supplied information on their bilateral assistance
activities durinq the period under review. In Belgium, suppOrt for
disability-related activities is provided to requestinq developing countries,
inter alia, throuqh the National Fund fo~ the Social Rehabilitation of Disabled
Persons, a public agency. BUlgaria and Czechoslovakia reported assistance to
disability-related activities in Cuba. Canada, through the Canadian International
Development Aqency, has been helping disability-related activities in Guyana and
the Sudan. Denmark, throuqh the Danish International Development Authority,
supported disability-related activities in Sr.i Lanka. During the first half of the
Decade, the ~ederal Republic of Germany supplied assistance to developing countries
totallinq nearly OM 15 million. This inclUded support for disability prevention
and early detection measures, for drinkinq water and sanitation and for health and
nutrition. The German Democratic Republic is assisting disability-related
activities in Cuba and Democratic Yemen. Japan, through the Japan International
CO-0pcfation Aqency, has given assistance ~alued at yen 388 million to the China
Research ~entre on Rehabilit~tion of Disabilities in Limbs and Trunks. The Agency
is also helping disability-related activities in Costa Rica, the Philippines, Sri
Lanka and Thailand. The Netherlands reported that its bilateral assistance
inclUdes disability epecialists, technical aids and specialized treatment and
rehabilitation of disabled persons at nutch facilities. Norway, throuqh the
Norwegian Development Agency, is supportin9 disability-related act:',vit.ies in
Sri Lanka.
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C. Teohnical oo-operation among developing countries

29. A number of countries reported a.siatanoe ohannelled throu9h the mechanism of
tochnical co-operation amonq developing oountries. ror irlstlnc_, India qave
assistanoe to the Mlldivee, and ~layeia to Brunei. The ChinA Welfare Fun~ fo~

Disabled Persona offered material support to the Tanzanian Association of Dilabled
Perlon8. Indonesia received ~ehabilit4tion workers from Burma, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Guinea, Mexioo, and Samoa. Indone.ia a180 acted as host to the Economic and Sooial
t'mmisl~on for Asia and the Pacific Reqlonal Seminar on National TraininQ
Proqramm~s Conoerning Disability (November 1986) and the FBSPIC Games at Surakarta
(July 1966). Kuwait, the united A~ab Imirates, the Syrian Arab Republio and ~an

supplied technioal and financial auppurt to other developinq countriel in the
Wel~ern Alia region.

IV. TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES

A. uni~ed Nations system

JO. During the period under review, the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affaira, in co-operation with the Department of Techni~al Co-operation
fer Development provided short-term advilory .ervices on disability polloies and
proqrammel at the request of the OQvernments of Guinea and Uganda. In Guine.,
these .ervices .ddres8ed the &quall••tion of opportunities of disabled DerlOnl
within the framework or the National Reo~very Programme, 1987-1991. In Uganda, the
aim wal to promote income-generating opporLunities and to renovate rehabilitation
servioes followinq the end of the ci~il unrelt. The Uqanda advisory mi.sion was
carried out in co-operation with the Norweqian Organization of Dilabled Persons (a
non-qovernmentalorqanization).

31. The Ce~tre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affair. continued to
provide, on behalf of the Department of Teohnical Co-operation for Development,
substantive support to technioal co-operation project. in Mauritania (National
Orthopaedic and Functional Rehabilitation Centre' and in SOmalia (Eltablishment of
a Secretariat for the National Social welfare Council).

32. Within the United Nations system, the International Labour Orqanisation (ILO),
has been conduotinq research amonq other activities, with the Government of
Indonesia on jobs that can be undertaken by disabled persons. lLO has also helped
Indonesia lo implement ~he UNDP-funded project on Development of lupportinq
resources for community rehHbilitation of disabled. UNOP and ILO allo prOVided
funds to equip the Rehabilitation Centre at Surakarta, Java.

33. The United Nations £ducational, Scientific and Cultural Orqanization (UNBSCO)
has supplied as.i8tanc~ to Bahrain, Chile, China, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Panama,
Seneqal, Syria and Veneluel~.

34. The united Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) provided 'U8 1.4 million for the
period 1985-1989, to set up a school for training special teachers in Nankinq and
to publish Rraille materials in Shanqhai. UNICEF planR further assistanoe to
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China, estimated at ~US 48 million, for 19 projecta on disability prevention and
rehabilitation of disabled child~en. UNICEF is also supporting disability-related
activities in Aahrain, Belize, Bhutan, Ethiopia, Guyana, Nepal, Oman, the
Philippin~s, Sierra Leone and Thailand.

35. The World Health Organization (WHO) is helpinq Botswana and Malaysia to review
and stren~ .:.heri community-based rehabUitation, it also provides assistanco to
disability-related activities in the Maldivea, Nepal, pakistan, the Philippines,
Romania, Soneg~l and Thailand.

8. Intergovernmental regional orqanizations

36. In Latin America, the Panamerican Health Or~anization supported
disability-related nctivities in Argentina, Chile, Ecuador, Guyana, Moxioo, Panama
and the Organization of Amerioan State~ dssist~d Co~ta Rica, Eouador, Panama and
Venezuela. In Europe, the European Social Fund is assistinq disability-related
activiti9s in Ireland and G~eece.

C. Non-governmental org&n4zations

37. Non-qovernmental orqani.zations are .:.n im;,)ortant so~";,;e of assistance in the
dinability field. These includel the Royal Commonwealth Rociety for the Blind,
which is assistinq Malaysia. Common"",!"'" . Education, Royal Society for ".he Blind,
assistinq Mauritius. Commonwealth ~ociety for the Oeaf, aasistinq Botswana by
providinq an audiologist to survey the incidence of deafness in Botswana, to treat
the hoar inq impaired and to train local extension workers in audioloqy techniques,
and the Helen K~ller International, assistinq Indonesia, Nepal and Thailand. Other
non-qovernrnental orqanizations active in the disability field includ€,
sos Auetrid, Norweqial,\ Church AId, kyder, and Cheshirl! Mibojon, ass1!'4ting Nepal.
the Swedish Federation of Visually Handicapped. the lnternationa\ Aid 'oundation
Red banner. Save the Children Fund, Suwaaetha Holland, assil?ting Sri Lflnka.
Christoffel 81.1nden Mission, assisting Thailand, among other countries.
International Human t,1sistance Programme, assistinq Sri Lan~a and ThailandJ and
Rotary International, assisting Nepal and Vanuatu.

38. A number of non~overnmental orgsnizaticns are active in the disability field
in Africa. Among those cited are, Norwegian Red Cross, which is reviewinq
community-baq~d rehabilitation and organizing seminars and workshops. Christoffel
Blind Missi(.l, OXFAM (Oxford Famine Relief Organization), the French Committee tor
Research and Liaison in Favour of Disabled Persons and the Christian Mission
(Burkina Faso), Radda Barns, Bread for the World, International Committee for Red
Cross, Netherlands Volunteers (Ethiopia), Caritas, Lions Club, Catholic Relief
f,ervices (Mauritania), International Council for Education of Visually Impaired,
Cl'mmonwealth Education, Royal Society for the Blind, Japan ALilympic Committee.
'J'-:Ct'I'! des Hommes (Mauritius). Carltas and Knights of Malta (Niqerl. Cerita~

Germany, Community of t.he Brothers of Rt. uabriel, Community of the Brothers of
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Charity (Rwanda), and Senegalese and Norweqian Red CroBs, Helen Reller
International Foundation, World Rehabil·~4tion Fund and Goodwill Industrios
(Senegal) •

V. VOLUNTARY FUND FOR THB UNITBD NATIONS DECADE OF
DISABLED PERSONS

A. Projeot oyole activities for the biennium 1986-1987,
as at 30 JI\f\e 1987

39. During the per~od of January 1986 to June 1987, the Fund reoeived
approximately 75 requests for ftssistanoe, o~ whioh 23 were approved for funding,
involving a resouroe commitment of .ua 659,170. A list of the projects approvod
during the period from January 1986 to June 1987 appears in annex I to the present
report.

40. Table 1 indicat~s that, by the mid-point of the United Nationo Decade of
D. -,bled Persons, the Fund had provided support to 78 projects and aotivities aimed
at ~urthering the implementation of the WOrld Proqramme of Action. That support
represents a resouroe commitment by the Fund of nearly SUS 2 million.
Thirty per oent of the projeots supported and nearly two fifths (36 per cent) of
the resources di~bursed ocourred durinq the 18-month period from Januar.y 1986 to
June 1987.

Table 1. Voluntary 6und disbursements, by reqion, number of
projeots and value of oommitment

Number of projeots approv&d
Value of grant

(U9 dollars)

Reqion
January 1980 to Janu~ry 1986 January 1980 to January 1986

Deoember 1985 to June 1987 Doos'mber' Q85 to June 11)87

Africa 15

Asia and Paoific 12

Europe I.

Latin America and
Caribbean 6

Western Asia 2

Interregional and global 2~

Total 58

4

8

1

1

!

23

277 545

165 OSS

1 440

60 550

41 493

~L!.!!

1 173 711

352 830

134 350

7 500

23 650

140 840

659 170

,
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U. '.l.lronda in tho UElO of thf' reaournes of the Volunbuy Ii'und

1. Geoqtaphi~ distdbutLon

41. At the mid-point of tho Docade, a basic shift in funding emphasis is evident
from aesistance for inter regional and global aotivities to country-specific and
rogional-level action in support of the World Programne of Action and ot' the
Decaae. Table 1 indioates that, during the first five years of the Fund's
operationa, inte~re910nal al~ global activities accounted for more than une half
(53 per cent) of the reoources disbursed. For the ~iennium 1986-1987,
intQt reCjional and global activities const ituted ono fifth (;ll per cent) of the
resources disbursed. Uno explanation for thia patt~rn of roaource diaburoementa ia
that a number of grants initially mad9 from the Fund were for promotin~ gr~ater

awareneoa anu understanding of disability issueD at global and regional levels.
Grants were also made to Desist Governments in implementing the World Programme of
Action. As a reoult, countrloe have become incroasingly Dware of key disabil1t~'

issues and look to the Fund as an important resource both for strengthening
national capacities to deal with diasbility prevention, rohuuilitation and
~qualization of opportunitios and for reinforcing diaabl1itt-relatod concerns in
development plana and programmos.

42.. At th~ reg10nal lovel, Africa continue.. to aocount for tho groatest porcentage
of reBourCOD disbursed to dato, followed by Asia and the Pacific. The Auia-Pacific
.:e910n, howevor, hoc the gro,"\tost .11 mbor of projects supported by the l"und.

2. Areas of activit.y

43. In accordanco with quidance recoivod from the Genoral Assombly, priority in
the allocation of tho rOElourooo of the Fund is given t.o catalytic and innovative
uctivi ties rolot ing to the inq,lelllentaUon of the World Proc;jranme of Action wi thin
the framework of; the Decade. Table 2 indicates that a f.undamental shift has
occurred alOOl1g the areas of activity receiving aupport from tho Fund. promot!nnd
activities and data collection now represent a vastly roducod percuntage of
projocto. Hequeots increasingly relate to national capability-building efforts as
an oBsontial 1II0QllEJ 01' implemonting the World Programme of Action. By the mid-point
of tho Decade, two thirds of the l"und' 1:1 reDOUrCQa d isburaod weL'e for training
(37 por cont) antl for oupport. to organizations of d iaablod peroons (29 l't.lt cent).

·J.'hi8 pat tern of rosourco allocat ions haD cont inUQtl in the bionnuim 1986-1987 wi th
trDinilly activities alono making up moro than two thirds (69 pnr cent) of the
reaounwo uisburoec1. Int'orml.lt ion exchango has alBo becomo Ull important area of
activity UB countries look to the l"und to support their efforts ..) promote
increaood transfers uf tUsal"i lity-ro lated t.echnolog ieu and exporiencos,
partiCUlar Iy thuse which are appropr !ate to conditions prevail in9 in dENoloping
c)untde&, whore the vast majority of the world's disaulon population resides.

/ ...



Table 2. Distribution of approved Voluntary Fund-assisted
~~ta by principal area of activity a~ value

A/42/S51
English
Page 13

----
Value of projects

Number of projects (US dollars)

Janultry 1980 to January 1986 January 1980 to January 1986
Area December 1985 to June 198'; December 1985 to June 1987_.

Promotional activities 9 1 155 709 14 000

Support to organiza-
tions of or concer~ed

with disabled pereons 12 4 336 692 67 000

Data collection.
applied research 10 4 184 832 42 500

Training 16 8 430 418 453 830

Information exchange 6 6 37 966 81 840

Technical co-operation
on disability policies
and progralllnes ..l 20 100

Total 55 23 1 173 717 659 170

I . ..
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3. project execution

44. Table 3 indicates that non-qovernmental orqanizations - particularly of
disabled persons themselves - in co-operation with Governments, continue to play an
important and qrowing role in the organization and exeoution of projeots assisted
by the Fund. That trend, whioh is partioularly evident in the biennium 1986-1987
when the role of both Governments and the United Nations system in executinq
Fund-assisted projeots deolined from levels prevailinq during the first halt: of the
Decade, may be related to the Fund's emphasis on providing support to small-scdle,
catalytio and innovative aotivities in the disability field.

Table 3. Executinq agenoies for pro~ects assisted
by the Voluntary Fund

Types of aqency

Governments

United Nations system

Other international organizations

Non-governmental organizations

January 1980 to
Deoember 1985

(peroentage)

20

2S

4

51

January 1986 to
June 1987

(l-/crcentaqe)

13

9

4

74

4. Selected project experienoes

45. As indicated in the preceding paraqraphs, the majority of the grants by the
Fund during the period under review were for capacity-building in the disability
field at the national and reqional levels. For instance, the Fund and the
non-governmental orqanization, International Fund Sports Disauled, co-financed
traininq workshops for sports instructors for disabled persons. A workshop for
francophone Afrioa was hosted by the Government of Algeria in Algiers from 19 to
30 April 1986, and one for Asia and the Pacifio by the Government of Malaysia at
Kuala Lumpur from 13 to 24 April 1987. One result of the Africa workshop was the
decision by participants to create a provisional co-ordinatinq committee on sports
activities for disabled persons in Africa. The Fund has also helped the Asian
Federation of Larynqectomees to develop a reqional programme for traininq persons
who have lost their larynx in tre esophaqeal method of speech. Participants are
also trained to serve as instructors in their own countries and to promote thH
social integration of laryngectomees throuqhout the reqion. The programme is
unique among Asian-Pacific countr ies, with llJ larynqectomees trainl.od durlnq the
first two years of the programme, 1985-1986. Twenty-four trainees are currontly
enrolled.

/ ...
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46. Catalytic and innovative aotivities receive speoial attention from the Fund.
In Indonesia, the Fund ia assisting Proyek Rehabilitasi Bethesda, a
non-governmental organization whioh provides non-institutional rehabilitation
servioes to ohildren and young adults, to develop training in income-qenerating
activities and to organize a training workshop on orthotios and prosthetios. In
~li, the Fund is co-financing, with the European Economic Community and the
Foundation of France, among other donors, a pilot projeut on development of systems
and procodures for detectinq impairments in children with mental disabilities. The
project is beinq carried out by the Association Malienne de Lutte contre
~fioienoes Mentales ohez l'Enfant, a non-governmental organization, in
co-operation with the Ministry of Health.

47. Information exohange and teohnoloqy transfer are emerqlnq areas of importance
for the Fund. Grants were made to the world Blind Union to defray part of the
oosts of publishing the International newsletter for the deaf-blind, whioh is the
only suoh publioation of its type, and to the International Commission on Teohnioal
Aids for an Asian-Paoific Reminar on appropriate teohnioal aids for disabled
persons, held at Bombay from 20 to 22 September 1986, whioh was the first in a
proposed series of regional seminars on appropriate disability technologies.

48. These Are only a few examples of the varied types of activity addressed by the
Fund. They focus on areas which do not find priority in the country programmes
presented by Governments for financing by UNDP and for whi~h alternative souroes of
international funding are extremely soarce or non-existent.

C. Project co-financing

49. Ouring the period under review, project co-finanoing arrangements were
effected with (a) the Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development
Organizations, for disability-related projeots in India, Lebanon, Swaziland,
Tunisia, and Uruguay, (b) UNDP, for assistance to the National Orthopaedic and
Funotional Rehabilitation Centre in Mauritania and (0) the United States Agenoy for
International Development for strengthening disability prevention measures in
Jamaioa.

D. Financial situation and resources mobilization

1. Financial situation

50. In the light of the foregoing and of the continuinq hiqh demand for
assistance, it is regrettable that pledges and contributiuns to the Fund have
declined each year since the celebration in 1981 of the International Year of
Disabled Persons. For instance, collections durinq the biennium 1980-1981 totalled
'UR 896,7891 those fiqures declined by more than one half to .US 349,371 for the
biennium 1982-19831 and in 1984-1985, they fell even furth~r to .OS 62,073. The
resources of the Fund have, howE:v'lr, been auqmented by public donations, iflt~te8t

income and other income. Consequently, during the first half of the Decade, the
Fund was able to maintain an average annual fundinq level of close to .US 300,000.

/ ...
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In response to the CJrowing awareness of disability-related issues and the
considerable need for assistance in this field, disbursements by the Fund OU9ht to
increase during the bie'.mium 1986-1981, at least, to an annual average of
SUS 350,000.

51. Even that amount would fall far short of requirements for assistanoe in this
critical area and the aohievement of such a level is dependent upon adequate
resouroes being made available. e'lould pledCJes to the Fund not be forthcoming from
Member States at a level necessary to enable the Fund to respond effectively to the
qrow'nq volume of requests for assistance, it is conoeivable that aotivities
finanoed by the Fund would ceaGe before the end of the Decade and that a large
number of priority requests from developing oountries for assistanoe in the
disability field would not be funded.

52. Annex 11 oontains data on pledges and contributions to the Fund, and
annex 111, data on inoome and expenditures, as well aa on assets and liabilities of
the Fund.

2. Resouroe mobilizati~n

53. tn oonneotion with the observanoe of the mid-point of the United Nations
Deoade of Disabled Persons, the Government of Italy has informed the United Nations
Seoretariat of its deoision ~ contribute the amount of SUS 100,000 to the
Voluntary Fund.

54. The Fund partioipated at the 1986 Pledging Conference for the Unitec:
Nations Operational Aotivities, durinq whioh only 10 oountries made pledqes
totalling SUS 61,923.51.

55. Pursuant to the gUid~noe reoeived from the General Assembly, the Fund
ciroulates periodioally a seleot annotated list of projeot prOpOsals awaitinq
finanoinG 88 a means of mobiliztng speoial-purpose contributions for the Fund.

56. It is abundantly olear, none the less, that if the Fund is to survive and if
qonuine progress is to be made towards the attainment nf the deolared objeotivl...s of
the World Programme of Aotion, new impetus must be generated in the mobilization of
resouroes. This is all the more imperative because it has been demonstrated that
with relatively modest resources, a very large proportion of the disabilities that
cause so muoh sufferinq 1n the world today oan be prevented or alleviated,
especially in developinq countries. ~inQe 8 major effort, both on the part ot
Governments and of the United Nations Seoretariat, will be required, Member States
may wish to direot speoial attention to this oruoial issue.

I ...
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E. Management and co-ordination

1. Manaiement of the Voluntary rund

57. As a result of the current restructuring of the Secretarlat, managerla1
responsibilities for the Fund were transferred from the U~der-8ecre~ry-Generalfor
International Eoonomic and Social Affairs to the Direotor-Oeneral of the United
Nations Office at Vienna. Consequently, the managerial and lub.tantlve aspects of
Fund operations have been ~onsolidated at IJne duty station. 'inancial APproval for
grants to be made from the resources of the Fund remains with the Department of
Administration and Manayement at Unit~d Nations H&adquarters.

58. In an effort to streamline and rationalize the operations of the rund, a Trust
Fund Operations Committee has been sel up in the Centre for SOcial Development and
Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations Office at Vienna, which, inter alia,
reviews project funding proposals prior to their ~ubmission for financial
approval. This procedure has also served to reil.force the inter~isciplinary

aspects of the operations of the Fund.

2. Inter-agency co-op~ratio~

59. Technical co-operation in the disability field and the activities of the
Voluntary Fund were considered by the fifth ad hoc intel.·agency meetinq on the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, held at Vienne, from 18 to
20 February 1987. Participants emphaaized the need to strenqthen arrangements for
intersectoral co-ordination in the disabili~y field. It waG proposed that UNDP be
approached as to possibilities of identifying a select list of countries where
model collaborative approaches could be developed and tested. Among the mechanisms
discussed was the convening, at the request of Governments concerned, of
country-level sectoral consultative meetings among concerned governmental
organizations and bodies, POtential donors and the united Nations.

60. Participants also heard a statement by a Senior Consultant to IMPACT (An
International Initiative Against Avoidable Disablement) on preparationa for a
global pUblicity and fund-raisinq event on behilf of the Decade scheduled to take
place in 1989. ~he Voluntary Fund provided a grant of seed~ney for its
preparatory activities which, if it can be successfully or9anized, would be ex«ctly
the kind of event that could recapture public attention and breath~ new life into
the currently flagqing fortunes of the World Proqramme of Aotion for the Dieabled
while at the same time mobilizing desperately needed resouroes.

VI. RESEARCH AND STUDIES

61. In addition to the ~rganization and conduct of Lhe first round of monitorinq
and evaluation of the implementation of the World Programme of Aallon, the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs also undertook studie. and rvsearch
on seleoted disability issues. A workinq paper was prepared on the ~8tablishment

of national disability committees and is beinq circulated for substantive

I ...
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comments. ~\he publication, Manual on equalization of opportunitiea for Disable2
Persons (ST/ESA/177) was issued, and the Centre, in co-operation with the Swedish
International Development Agency, prepared quidelines on the orqanization of
training workshops on equalization of opportunities.

62. Pursuant to the recommendations on reseatoh r monitoring and evaluation
oontained in paragraphs 194-201 of the World P!oqramme of Action (A/37/3Sl/Add.l),
the united Nations Statistical Office completed the first stage of implementation
of the United Nations Disability Statistics Data B~se in mid-1987, with support
from the Voluntary r.und for the United Natio~d Odoade of Disabled PersonB. As
reported to the G~obal Meeting of Experts, st~t.1stioal sources on disabllit1 were
identified and documented for 76 countries or BLess, in many cases for Beveral
different years, for the period from 1980 to 1~B6. and for an additional 19
countries or areas for the period 1960-1979. j/ ThuG far, detailed statistics have
been compiled by the Statiptical Office for 55 ef those countries and areas, and a
preliminary presentation of statistics and indicators for 18 countriea and areas
(8 in Africa and 10 1n Asia) was submitted as a conterenoe room paper to tbe Global
~aetinq of Experts. The statistical report also described progresB in the
development of the Disability St~tistio8 Data 8dse af~ in the development of
indicators for use in connection with the data base for monitoring and evaluating
implementation of the World Programma of Action and progress in the United Notion~

Deca~e of Disabled Persona. The ~eve1opment ot the united Nations Disability
Statistics Data BaB~ is based on case studies of. disability statistics in five
countries, prepared ~y the Statistical Office in 1984/95. ~ A technioal re~rt on
the development of stAtistical concepts and methods on disability for housuhold
surveys was ~'so completed by the Statistical O~fice in 1987 and will be published
in early 1988.

NotOB

1/ Burkino Paso, the ayelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chil~, China,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Germany, Fe~eral Republio of, German Democratic
Republio, Ghana, Greeoe, Indonesia, Iran (Islaidc Republic of), Iraq, Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Kuwait, The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Mexico, Panama, the
Philippines, Rwanda, Senegal, Spain, Sweden aod Yugoslavia.

1I Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Belgium, aenin, Botswana, Canada~ the
Central African Republic, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, the Dominican Republic, the German Dem~cIdtlc Republic, Germany, Fed~ral

Republic of, Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Maldives, Mauritius, Mexico, Panama.
Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Spain, Swedan, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates,
the united Republic of Tanzania, the Union of Scviet Socialist Republic~, Samoa,
Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia.
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1/ 8~hrain, Bangladesh, 8e14ium, 8elize, 8urundi, Canada, Chile, China,
Colomb~a, C&te d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, the Dominioa~

Republio, Eouador, El Salvador, Bthiopia, Pinland, the German Demooratio Republic,
Germany, Federal Republio of, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Japan, Jordan,
Kenya, the Republic of Korea, Mali, Mauritius, Mexioo, Mongolia, the ~therlands,

New Zealand, Niger, Pakistan, the Philippines, Poland, Saint Luoia, Saudi Arabia,
Seyohelles, Sri Lanka, SurinQm&, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United
States of Amerioa, uruquay, Vanuatu, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia.

~ "Development of statistics for monitoring the implementation of the World
Programme of .otion conoerning DisablQd Persons, 1983-1992" (CSDHA!DDP/GMB/4),
table 1.

it Development of Statistios of Disabled Persons, Case Atudiea, Statistics
on Speoial Population Groups, Series Y, No. 2 (United Nations publica~ion, Salea
No. E.86.XVII.17).
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ANNEX I

Project:s sUPEort.ed by t.ho Voluntary Fund for the united Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons, from January 1986 to June 1987-

A. Africa

1. Assist.ance t.o est.ablish systematic <'Ietoction of mental deficiencies among
children (Bamako, Mali).

2. Supp:»rt to the National Ort.hopaedic and Functicnal Rehabilitation Centre
(Nouakchott, Mauritania).

3. Internetional Fund Sports Disabled: First Ini:.ernationa1 Training Workshop of
Sport.s for Disabled in Favour of Developing Countries (Algiers, Algeria,
19-30 April 1986) (regional).

4. Irish Institllte for Mental Handicap: Support for training of four '.l'anzanian
trainers in community-based prograltU111ils for the deve10pmentally disabled
(reg iona1) •

B. Asia and the Pacific

s. Proyek Rehabilitasi Bethesda: community-based rehabilitation services for
disabled persons (Indonesia).

6. Disabled, Inc. (Philippines): Seminar on organization ano management for
disabled leaders (Manila, 26-28 June 1987,.

7. Asian Federation of Laryngectomees Association: support for the 1985-86
instructor's tratninq courses in the esophagea1 method for l.aryngectomees in
Asil!' (regional).

8. ASlan Federation of Laryngectomeea Association: support for the 1986-87
instructor's t.raining ~~urses in the esophageal method for laryngectomees in
Asia (regional).

9. International Commission on Technical Aids: support for a regional seminar on
appropriate technical aids for disabled persons (Bombay, 22-26 s~ptember 1986).

10. International Fund S~~rts Disabled: Second International workshop of Sports
for Disabled 1n Favour of Developing Countries (Kuala Lumpur,
13-27 April 1987) (regional).

11. Rehabilitation International: Eighth Asia and Pacific Regional Conference of
Rehabilitation International (Bombay, 15-20 ~eptember 1986).

I . ..



A/42/5Sl
BnqliMh
paQ8 :11

12. Economio and Social Commission for Alia and the Pacific. ReQlona1 e.purt
semi~ar to review aohievements at the mid-point of the United Nations DeoadQ
of Disabled Persons (Banqkok, 2-5 June 1987).

C. Latin America and the Caribbean...........................................................................;-
13. Disabled Peoples' International (North America and Caribbean Reqion).

Regional conference on the mid-Deoade of Disabled PersonB (Kingston,
27-28 July 1987).

D. Western Asia

14. Assist.ance to the AI-Amal Institut.e for Mlitt-ally Ret.ruded Children - oxpansion
of the Broumnana Centre (Lebanon).

E. Interregional and~2!!

15. Committee on the Promotion of Aid to Co-operatives. Preparation and
dissemination of the manual ·Co-operative. of die~b1ed ,*rsons - quidQlineo
for promotion and organization- (global).

16. I~PACT Foundation (Uni ted Kin9dom) I Preparatory assistanoe for planninq and
organization of a qlobal event in support of the United Ndtiono Dooado of
Disabled Persons.

17. International Council for Building ReoQaroh Studies and Documentation. Socond
International Seminar. on Creatinq Non-handicapping ~nvironment8, ronewal of
inner citiee (Prague, 15-17 October 1987).

18. Polish SOc iety for Rehabilitation of Dieabled Per80ns. International Seminmr
on m,ss media and disabled persons 'Warsaw, 23-25 September 1987).

19. Rehabilitation International. International Expert Group Meeting on
Leqialation on Equalization of Opportunities of Disabled Per80ns (Vienna,
1-6 June 1986).

20. Rehabilitation International. Third Consultation of the International Ro~nd

Table for the Advancement of Counsell1ncH oounselling disabled persona and
their families (Vienna, 4-8 July 1987).

21. Global Meetinq of Experts to Review and ASS888 the Implementation of the World
Progral1l1le of Action ooncerninq DilJab'.e~ Pereona at the mid-point of the United
Nations Decade of Disabled Personsl assistanoe to disabled participants from
developing countries (Stockholm, 17-22 August 1987) (interreqional).

/ ...



A/42/SS1
EnqUoh
Page 22

22. WorJ.d BUnd Unionl Support for publication of the rl1terniltinllal Newuletter
for t.he Doaf-Blind durinq 1985-86 (qloba1).

l3. world IHind Union. Support for publication of the International Newsletter
for tht) Doaf-Blind, 1981 odition.
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ANNEX II

Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons

I. STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE TWELVE-MONTH
PERIOD OF THE BIENNIUM 1986-1987 ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1986

(United States dollars)

Income

Pledged contributions
Interest income
~isce1laneous income

Total income

Expenditure

Staff and other personnel costs
Travel
Operating expenses
Acquisitio'1s
Fellowships, grants, other

Subtotal

Programme support costs

Total expenditure

Excess of income over expenditure

72 008
83 394

5 537

160 939

21 214
2 150
2 820
5 653

306 656

338 493

42 988

381 481

(220 542)

11. STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1986

(United States dollars)

Assets

Cash
Pledged contributions unpaid
Accounts receivable
Operating funds prOVided to executing agencies

Total assets

761 325
88 076

5 555
321 260

1 176 216
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Liabil i ties

Unliquidated obligations
Reserve for allocations
Deferred income

Total liabilities

Fund balance

Balance available 1 January 1986
Add: Excess of income over expenditure

Subtotal

Less: Transfers to reserve for allocations

Balance available 31 December 1986

Total liabilities and Fund balance

50 555
317 690
62 984

431 229

1 283 219
(220 542)

1 062 677

(317 690)

744 987

1 176 216
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Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons

Cumulative contributions from Member States

(In United States dollars)
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Cumulative
Countries 1978-1919 1980-1981 1982-1983 1984-1985 1986 total 1981 !/

Australia 55 810 55 810
Austria 22 479 27 677 50 156 21 127
Belgium 25 000 7 843 35 000 67 843
Camerooo 851 1 252 2 103
Canada 82 900 82 900

Chile 5 000 5 000 5 000
China la 000 10 000 10 000
Cyprus 1 000 1 000
Ethiopia 5 000 5 000
France 19 481 31 281 14 286 65 048 15 221

Germany,
Federal
Republic of 267 775 267 775

Greece 10 000 5 000 15 000 5 000
Holy See 1 000 1 000 1 000
India 10 063 10 063
Indonesia 3 000 3 000

Japan 200 000 200 000
Jordan 1 000 1 000
Kuwait 7 367 7 367
Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya 100 000 250 000 350 000

Luxembourg 0 1 786

Malta 250 250
Mauritius 1 000 1 000
Oman 5 000 5 000 10 000 (5 000) 15 000
Pakistan 10 000 10 000
Panama 0 350
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Cumulative
Countrios 1978-1979 1990-1981 1982-1983 1984-1995 1986 total 1987 !I

Philippines 5 000 4 985 9 985 1 000
portugal 1 000 1 000
QAtar 4 000 4 000
Saudi Arabia 1S0 000 150 000
Senegal 2 000 301 2 301

Sweden 10 000 10 000
Uqanda 4 4lJ2 4 4lJ2
United

Statea of
America 103 000 103 000

Yuqoslavla 104 2 439 2 543 2 500
zaire 500 500
Zambia 435 4J5

TO'l'ALS 115 000 896 789 351 371. 79 393 72 008 1 514 561 62 9ts4

Y Amounts pledqed at 1986 L' 1euqinq Conforonce tor llcvo1opmont Activi(.ios.


