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I. INTRODUCTION

1. By its resolution 40/31 of 29 November 1985, the General Assembly took note of
the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the World Programme of
Action concerning Disabled Persons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons (A/40/728 and Corr.l), set out a number of objectives in connection with
these programmes and requested the Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at
its forty-first session on the implementation of the same resolution. The present
report is submitted in response to Assembly resolution 40/31,

2, Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 40/31, the Secretary-General
circulated a note verbale on 26 February 1986 to Governments requesting information
on (a) establishment and reinforcement of national committees as focal points for
the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, (b) translation of the World
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons (A/37/351/Add.l) into national
languages, (c) participation in the first round of monitoring the implementation of
the World Programme of Action, (d) contributions to and, as appropriate, support
received from the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,
and (e) publicity of the Decade. As at 5 August 1986, replies to the note verbale
had been received from 33 Governments. 1/

3. In addition, information on activities by the United Nations system to further
the implementation of the World Programme of Action, to promote the employment of
disabled persons, and on preparations for the 1987 meeting of experts to evaluate
progress at the mid~point of the Decade, as well as on the establishment of
inter-organizational task forces, was requested from United Nations organs and
bodies. As at 5 August 1986, replies had been received from 16 bodies and
organizations of the United Nations system. 2/

4, Information was also requested and received from the Council of World
Organizations Interested in the Handicapped, as well as the Disabled Peoples’
International and a number of other concerned international non-governmental
organizations, which are indicated in the present report (see paras. 36-40),

5. The present report is based on the above-mentioned replies and other
information available to the United Nations Secretariat. The report should also be

read in conjunction with the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation
of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons (A/40/728 and Corr.l).

II. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACTION CONCERNING DISABLED
PERSONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS

A. Activities of Member States

1. National committees

6. It might be recalled that detailed information received from 44 Governments on
the reinforcement of national committees or similar bodies was presented in
document A/40/728 and Corr. 1. 1In addition, 27 Governments replied as at
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5 August 1986 to the note verbale of the Secretary-General of 26 February 1985
concerning the eatablishment and reinforcement of national committees as focal
points for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,

7. Given the complexity of the subject and the nature of the information
available, a comprehensive review and analysis of the organization and functioning
cf national committees or similar bodies will be undertaken in connection with
preparations for the meeting of experts scheduled for 1987 to evaluate progress at
the mid-point of the Decade. This will be included in the report that the
Secretary-General will submit to the General Assembly at its forty-second session
in order to assist the Assembly to evaluate the implementation of the World
Programme of Action at mid-Decade. The following paragraphs represent therefore a
preliminary analysis of information available.

8. wational committees or similar bodies established for the 1981 International
Year of Disabled Persons continue to serve as the co-ordinating bodies to promote
activities in support of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons in the
following countriess Burundi, Chile, Colombia, Cyprus, Dominican Republic,
Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Kenya,
Mongolia, Philippines, Saint Lucia, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Suriname, Sweden,
United Arab Emirates, Vanuatu and Zambia,

9. The work of some of cvhe national committees for the International Year of
Disabled Persons has been transferred to the private sector. Monitoring of
activities in support of the Decade in Belgium is carried out by three consultative
committees on disability issues. The functions of the National Committee for the
International Year of Disabled Persons in the Netherlands were transferred to
existing organization: of disabled persons. In New Zealand, the affairs of the
National Committee for the Year were transferred to the Disabled Persons Assembly
(New Zealand), Inc., which reviews developments since the Year was proclaimed and
sets directives for the future.

10. Several Governments reported that the promotion and co-ordination of
disability~-related activities and the Decade had been assumed by a governmental
body: in Bahrain, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs; in Belize, the
Ministry of Local Government, Social Services and Community Development; in Cuba,
the Ministry of Healthj; in Ecuador, the Ministry of Social Welfare, through the
"Direccién Nacional de Rehabilitacion Integral del Minusvdlidos" (National Office
for Integratud Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons)) in Jordan, the Follow-up Bureau
for the Year, Ministry of Social Development; in Mali, the Ministry of Public
Health and Social Affairsj in Mauritius, the Ministry for Employment and Security;
in Niger, the Ministry of Public Health and Social Affairsj; in the Republic of
Korea, the Rehabilitation Division, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, with the
Ministry of Education administering special education programmes; in Sri Lanka, the
National Steering Committee on the Decade, Ministry of Health; in Thailand, the

Committee on Welfare and Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons, Ministry of the
Interior; and in Turi.2y, the Co-ordinating Council for the Protection of Disabled
Persons, Ministry of Labour and Social Security.
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11. The functions of the Natic~-1 Committee for the International Vear of Dieabled
Persons in Banaladesh were transferred to the Handicapped Services Co-ordinating
Committee, a standina committee of cthe National Co-ordination Council for Social
Servicea. The focal point for the Decade in Canada is the Status of Disabled
Persons Secretariat in the federal Department of Secretary of State, which provides
policy advice on disability-related issues and carries out liaison between the
Government and the community. The People's Republic of China approved in 1986 the
establishment of the China Oraanizing Committee for the Decade, which is headed by
the Ministry of Civil Affairas and includes representatives of concerned Ministries
and orqanizations of disabled persons. The China Welfare Fund for the Handicapped,
a national non-governmental oraanization, provides secretariat support to the
Committee. Czechoslovakia formulated a "Plan fo: the Development of Care for
Disabled Persons till the Year 1991" in support of the Decade, and the Federal
Minister of Labour and Social Affairs established in 1984 a special working aroup
to co-ordinate the implementation of the Plan. In Denmark. the "Handicavpr¥d
Sociastyrelsen" (the Central Handicap Council), a governmental council, monitors
and evaluates the situation of disabled persons. Finland established a Council of
Disabled Persons on 11 June 1986. Promotion and co-ordination of
disability-related measures in the Federal Republic of Germany are undertaken by
the Federal Government, governments of the Federal Linder, local auvthorities and
associatiors of disabled persons. The Federal Government reports to the Parliament
durina each leaislation term o the situation of disabied persons. In Japan, the
Headauarters for Promoting the Welfare of Disabled Persons and the Central Mentally
and Physically Handicapped Perasons Measures Council promote and co-ordinate
measures related to disabled persons. Pakistan has established a National
Committee on the Decade, with the Minister for Hea'~ ., Special Education aud Social
Welfare as the co-ordinator-in-chief of the national proaramme for the Decade. 1In
Poland, a high-level Joint Council on the Aaing, Invalids and Disabled Persons,
chaired by a Deputy Prime Minister, has been established at the Council of
Ministers. Uruquay established provisions to plan, co-ordinate and carry out
vocational rehabilitation policies through its National Committee for Vocational
Rehabilitation. Yuvagoslavia established in 1984 the Yuaoslav Committee for the
Decade to monitor, harmonize and oraanize activities in its supoort: committees
have been established in the eight federal units. The National Committec for the
Decade in Zaire is headed by the State Commissioner for the Status of Women and
Social Affairs.

12. Other organizational arrangements to promote and co-ord.nate activities in the
disability field were the followina: C8te d'Ivoire established in 1984 the "Comité
national de l'action sociale" (National Commiitee for Social Actilion), a
consultative body comprised of representatives of anvernmental and non-gqovernmental
orqanizations, which advises on measurer related to disabled persons. El1 Salvador
reported that, although a national committee for the Decade has not yet been
established, the Executive Board of the Salvadorian Institute for Rehabilitation of
Disabled Persons seeks to co-ordinate measures of benefit to disabled persons, with
emphasis on physical rehabilitation. 1In Mexico, "El Sistema Nacional para el
Desarrollo Intearal de la Familia” (National System for Inteqrated Development of
the Family) promotes co-operation with qovernmental and non-qove.nmental
organizations to effect co~ordinated measuvres of benefit to disabled persons.
Norway reported that, since the needs of disabled persons are met by the same
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avthorities as for the population in general, the Government has not established a
permanent committee to co-ordinate disability-related activities, although the
Ministry of Social Affairs is responsible for the co-ordination of services and
counselling bodies at county and municipal levels. The United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland reported that it has not established a formal
co-ordinatina structure for the Decade but draws upon advice and expertise
available from an existing network of governmental bodies and non-governmental
oraanizations. In the United States of America, promotion and co-ordination of
disability~related activities and the Decade is being undertaken by both
qovernmental and non-governmental orqanizations: the National Csuncil on the
Handicapped, an independent federal agency whose members are appointed by the
President, addresses, analyses and submits recommendations on public policy iassuves
related to disabled persons; the Federal Task Force on Disatkled Persons, which has
its origins in the Federal Interagency Committee for the International Year of
Disabled Persons, meets regularly to exchange information and promote co~ordination
of disability policies and programmes; the National Organization on Disability, a
non-governmental organization, is actively promoting the Decade.

13. To assist Governments in reinforcina national disability committees or similar
bodies, the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, in the
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat, has as one of its ovtputs for the programme of work 1986-1987 a
technical publication on quidelines for the establishment and functionina of
national disability committees and oraanization of disabled persons. One
concluasion of the aquidelines is that national committees require an appropriate
policy framework, priority and provision of resouvrces and personnel on a
predictable and sustained basis commensurate with their duties and
responsibilities. The quidelines will serve as a background document for an
interregional meeting of selected national disability committees, scheduled to be
organized during 1988 by the Centre and the Department of Technical Co-operation
for Development.

2. Tranalation of the World Programme of Action into
national languages

14, The following Governments asubmitted information concerning the translation of
the World Programme of Action: Belgium (Flemish), Ethiopia (Amharic), Federal
Republic of Germany (German), India (Hindi), Javan (Japanese), Kenya (Kiswahili),
Portugal (Portuquese), Republic of Korea (Korcan), Sweden (Swedish) and Yugoslavia
(Serbo-Croat). Cyprus, Denmark and Pakistan reported that the World Programme of
Action is currently being translated into their respective national lanquage,
Norway reported that, instead of translating the World Programme of Action into
Norwegian, ite national committee had prepared a national disability proqramme

appropriate to Norweaian conditions. Similar action is reported underway in
El Salvador.
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3. Bilateral assistance

15. Replies received from Governments indicate that special attention is being
accorded to disability concerns in a number of bilateral development assistance
programmes. In Belgium, the "Administration générale da la cooperation au
developrement” annually provides financial assistance for selected projects in the
disability field identified and executed by non-governmental organizations.
Embassies of Canada and 1ts High Commissioners in developing countries have been
requested to aive special consideration to projects for disablea persons which may
be funded under the Mission Administered Funds programme of the Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA). As of 1982, CIDA was supporting

30 bilateral development co-operation projects in the health and population fields,
with a five-year budoet of approximately $Can 60 million, that included such
disability-related componente as comprehensive immunization, vector-borne disease
control, poliomyelitis vaccine production, village health training, and maternal
and child health care. CIDA also provides support to Disabled Peoples'
International (an international non-qovernmental organization), which totalled

$Can 425,000 for 1983-1986. Denmark reported thac the Danish International
Development Authority (DANIDA) attaches great importance to assisting projects in
the disability field which serve to inteqrate disabled persons into the general
social system. Japan reported that bhilateral assistance provided
disabjlity-related projects throuvgh the Japan International Co-operation Agency for
1984 and 1985, includina support to national disability projects, organization of
training proarammes, dispatch of experts and provision of arants of equipment to
disabled persons. The German Democratic Republic reported that on the basis of
aareements concluded with a number of States and throuyh voluntary donations, it
undertakes large~scale activities to improve the situation of disabled persons.
Norway reported that projects on disability prevention, rehabilitation and
equalization of opportunities of disabled persons in developing countries are given
high priority in its bilateral assistance programmes. The Norwegian Government
also provides support for selected disability projects run by national
non-qovernmental organizations. In Sweden, the Swedish International Development
Avthority (SIDA) established 3 special study group to ensure that
disability-related concerns are appropriately incorporated in bilateral assistance
programmes; this led to the organization of special training activities for
development assistance personnel and the formulation of quidelines on d -ability
issues and bilateral assistance. The United Kinadom reported that support for
disabi ity-related projects is provided both on a aovernment-to-qovernment basis
and in collaboration with concerned non-governmental orqanizations. For instance,
the Overgeas Develorment Administration co-operated with the Ministry of Health and
Social Welfare in Pakistan in the development of education centres for deaf
children and, in india, a project was funded jointly with Christian Aid for the
establishment of a vocational rehabilitation centre for the blind. The United
States reported that the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
is supporting programmes with a number of orivate voluntary oraanizations that
provide assistance to disabled persons, which totalled for 1984, $US 4.5 million.
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B. Measures undertaken by the United Nations system

1. 1Introduction

16. Economic and Social Council reso ution 1986/16, adopted on 22 May 1976, called
on all bodies and organizations of tae United Nations system to ensure that
disabled persons are rupresented ir their assistance programmes and rhat the
concerns of disabled persons are taken into account in their overall planning
objectives. During the period under review, United Nations bodies and
organizations carried ovt, within their respective spheres of competence and in
accordance with their programmes of work, a wide range of activities aimed at
furtherina the implementation of the World Programme of Action. Co-ordination of
activities in the disability field by the United Nations system was considered at
the fourth inter-agency meetina on the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,
held at Vienna, from 5 to 7 March 1986, and by the Consultative Committee on
Substantive Questions (Programme matters) of the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination, at its first reqular session of 1986.

17. In the United Nations Secretariat, the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs (CSDHA), in the Department of International Economic and
Social Affairs, completed: (a) a technical publication entitled "Disability:
sitvation, strategies and policies”", (b) a study entitled "Extent, cauvses and
conseaquences of disability” and (c¢) with consultant inputs from disabled persons
themselves, three studies on access to United Nations facilities. The Centre
sponsored an expert group meeting on "Legislation on equalization of opportunities
for disabled persons", that was organized by Rehabilitation International, an
international non-governmental organization, at Vienna, from 2 to 6 June 1986.
Financial assistance for convening the meeting was provided by the Voluntary Fund
for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. The Statistical Office of the
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, in co-operation with the
Centre, has continued to work on disability statistics and is currently preparing a
technical publication on the use of household surveys to collect disability-related
statistics. The coverage of disabled persons in population censuses will be
reviewed by the Statistical Commission during 1987 in connection with the
preparation of supplementary recommendations for the 1985-1994 World Population and
Housina Census Programme.

18. IMPACT, the International Initiative Againat Avoidable Disablement, continues
to promote disability prevention and effective rehabilitation through accelerated
delivery of appropriate, low-cost techniques. A new area of emphasis is the
prevention of hearing disabilities through assistance in establishing regional
centres for ear specialists, Since the launchina of the African IMPACT prodgramme
in 1984, national programmes have been inaugurated in Guinea, Kenya, Mali,
Mauritania and Swaziland. With an IMPACT programme underway in India since 1983, a
million blind people have now had their sight restored throuvah a low-cost cataract
operation and thousands of physically disabled persons have regained mobility
through simple muscle operations. IMPACT programmes are planned for Latin America,
starting in Brazil, Colombia and Saint Lucia, in co-operaticn with the Pan American
Health Organization (PAHO) and Rotary International; and for Southeast Asia,
starting in Thailand.
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19. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) convened
three ad hoc regional inter-agency consultations on dizability-related concerns
during 1985 and 1986. ESCAP has formulated a -eqional disability programme for the
1986-1987 biennium, to be carried out with financial support from the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, that includes the following
proaramme activities: (a) organization of a reqional fellowship proaramme for
national personnel responsible for planning and oraanizing disability prevention
and rehabilitation services (Manila, 9-27 June 1986); (b) preparation of a
directory of resources available for disabjility-related activities in Asia and the
Pacifics; (c) assistance to selected least-developed countries in Asia and the
Pacific on nation2l disability proarammes; (d) organization of a regional seminar
on the plannina and orqanization of national trainina proarammes on disability
prevention and rehahilitation, scheduled to be held in Indonesia (fourth quarter,
1986); and (e) organization of a regional meeting of experts to review the
implementation of the World Programme of Action at mid-Decade.

20. Building upon its recent "Study on the situation of disabled persons in
Africa®, which was financed b' a grant from the Voluntary Fund for the United
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) is
finalizing a regional programme of action concerning disabled persons that will
provide strateqy options and aquidelines appropriate to cvhe Africa region for the
implementation of the World Proagramme of Action within the framework of the
Decade. It is expected that the draf: programme of action will be considered by
the Fifth Conference of Afriman Ministers of Social Affairs, schedvled to take
place at Abidjan (C8te d'lvoire) during the first quarter of 1987. ECA continues
to work closely with the Organization of African Unity and the International Labour
Organisation (ILJ) in the development of the African Rehabilitation Institute for
Disabled Persons,

21. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) is currently

compiling information on disability-related resovrces to serve as the basis for the
isgvance of periodic regional directcries on the subject.

2. Technical con-operation

22. The Department of Technical Co-operation for Development (DTCD), in
co-operation with the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs,
provided advisory services on disability policies and programmes to 14 countries
during the 1984-1985 biennium: Anaola, Bahrain, China, Djibouti, Guinea, Jamaica,
Jordan, Kuwait, Libyan Arab Jamahiriva, Madagascar, Malta, Morocco, Peru and
Philippines. DTCD is also executing a large-scale institution building project in
Mauvritania on the establishment of a "National Orthoupedic and Rehabilitation
Centre” at Nouakchott. DTCD reports that advisory services in the disability field
will continue to be available durinag the 1986-1987 biennium, and that disability
concerns will be incorporated, as appropriate, in its technical co-operation
activities.

23. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) supported 26

projects durina 1985 to meet the needs of a total of 5,719 disabled refuqgees in
Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America. UNHCR also provided severely disabled
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refugees with specialized medical treatment abroad and resettloment, as
appropriate, which were financed from a Special Trust Fund established in 1981.
Because of the current level of contributions to the Special Fund, these services
might have to be suspended in the near future.

24. The United Nations Relief and Works Aaency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) continues to provide disabled persons amona the Palestinian refLuee
population with a variety of services, including the trainina of severely disabled
children, operatina a training centre for visually disabled persons in the Gaza
Strip, and providing basic education, training and home-based services to
visval’ly-disabled persons in a number of refuaee camps. UNRWA organized a
community centre for disabl2d refuaees in Jordan in collaboration with the
international non-governmental oraanizatinn, OXFAM.

25. Following the severe Jolcanic eruption in Colombia in November 1985, the
Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO) channelled funds
collected from United Nations staff to a project to provide artificial limbs to
approximately 100 persons disabled by the disaster.

26. The Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (Disabled Persons) Convention
(1983), nimber 159, bccame operative on 20 June 1985 and has been ratified by nine
ILO Member Stater so far. During 1985, ILO provided nearly 50 developina countries
with expert and consultant assistance, advisory services, fellowships and
equipment, with special attent: oeina directed to alleviatina the shortaae of
national vocational rehabilitation personnel.

27. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Oraanization (UNESCO)
directa special attention to improving methods and procedures for the inteqration
of disabled children and youth into normel educational structures, and to adapting
or reinforcinag -eacher tcainina programmes to incorporate disability concerns.
Durina the biennium 1984-1985, more than 60 countries benefited from UNESCO's
technical co-operation activities in the special education field. For the biennium
1986-1987, UNESCO's technical co-operatirn activities will focus on the development

and strengthe . 'na of education and train na proaramm.s to meet specific needs of
disabled persons.

28. The United Nations Childran's Fund (UNICEF) has formulated policy guidelines
on childhood disability prevention and rehabilitation which emphasize (a) effective
prevention of childhood impairments, (L) early detection and intervention measures
and (c) use of the family and th community as primary vehicles for services
delivery. UNICEF reported that activities related to childhood disability
prevention and rehabilita.ion, with emphasis on community-level action, were
included in 34 country proqramming exercises, which reflects increased qovernmental
awareness and commitment on behalf of disabled persons.

29. At its 1985 session, the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Notions (FAO) requested that disability prevention in rurai areas be
intensified and technical assistance and support services expanded. FAO, which is
current’y promoting disability prevention in the forest and fishing industries,
identifying non-farm employment opportunities for disabled persons, has drafted a
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plan to combat nut-itional blindness, and co-operates with the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Environment Proaramme (UNEP) on a Joint
Action Programme on Environmental Control of Vector Diseases.

30. Disability prevention is beina promoted within the framework of primary health
care in a number of the major proarammes of WHO: expanded programme Of
immunization, accident prevention, blindness prevention, prevention of deafness and
hearing impairment, and research and training in tropical disecases.

Community-based rehabil.tation programmes have been eatablished in nearly
30 countries.

3i. The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) is Aeve ioping,
ir co-operation with CSDHA, a strateqy for the inteqration of disabled persons in
industrial development. UNIDO's technical co-operation proqramme is supporting
pilot incoming-generatina activities for disabled persons in nelected small-scale
industries in Sierra Leone.

3. Employment of disabled persons in the United Nations system

32. The Office of Personnel Services »f the I'nited Nations Secretariat is
preparing a background study for the formuvlation of a plan to promote the
employment of disabled persons in the United Nations Secretariat. 1In a related
development, tne fourth inter-agency meeting or the United Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons (Vienna, 5-7 March 1986) reccmmended that agencies and bodies of
the United Nations system should publish annual reports on employment of disabled
persons.

33. Measures continue to be instituted to make United Nations premises
barcier-free and its facilities appropriate to the n2eds of disabled persons.

34, ESCAP reported that several disabled persons currently serve on its staff and
that a consultant, who is a disabled person, is being recruited from

extra-budgetary resources to carry out a medium-term project on disability in %he
region.

35. The Unitea Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) reported that six hlind teachers who were trained during 1985 at its
Training Centre for tl:i- rriind in the Gaza Strip will be takina uvp posts {n UNRWA's
reqular schools in the (.. #. ILO has organized orientation sessions concerning the
recruitmer. of qualified disabled persons; and 3isabled persons serve both at ILO
headquarters and in its technical co-operation projects.

C. Activities of non-governmental oraganizations

36. The World Proaramme of Action erncourages Member States to make full use of the
technical expertise and promotional capabilities of non-governmental

organizations. Beciause of their close association with community-level action,
non-governmental organizations have had an important impact on public attitudes,
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policies and programmes in the disability field, and their active involvement ir
deemed essential to the succeass of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons.
To this end, two umbrella bodies of non-governmental organizations in the
disability field, the Council of World Organizations Interested in the Handicapped,
soon to be renamed the International Council on Disability, and Disabled Peoples'
International, participate reqularly in inter-agency meetings on the Decade.

37. Following a recommendation of the fourth inter-anency meeting on the United
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, held at Vienna, from S to 7 March 1986, on the
need for greater publicity of the Decade, Disabled Peoples' International and the
Council of World Organizations Interested in the Handicapped aareed to mobilize
their networks of affiliated organizations to launch a public information progqramme
in support of the Decade and the World Programme of Action. Member organizations
of the Council of World Organizations Interested in the Handicapped are now
disseminating informaticon about the Decade and the World Programme of Action
throuvgh their own publications and meetings,

38. In a related development, a group of non-governmental organizatione based at
Vienna established in December 1985 the Vienna Non-Governmental Organization
Committee on Disabled Persons to assist the United Nations to publicize the Decade
and to co-ordinate efforts of interested Vienna-based non-governmental
organizations to further the implementation of the World Proqramme of Action.

39. Disabled Peoples' International reported that its Second World Conqress, held
at Nagsau, the Bahamas, from 19 to 22 September 1985, which was organized with the
financial support of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disableu

Persons, directed special attention to the Decade £nd to the issuve of human rights
and disabled persons.

40. Many other non-governmental organizations are carrying out a variety of
activities in support of the Decade. For instance, the World Medical Association
has given wide publicity to the Decade by its issuance in December 1985 of a p:eas
release and by urging its member associations to lend their aupport to further its
objectives. The World Veteran's Federation adopted at its eighteenth General
Assembly, held at Rotterdam, from 18 to 22 Novembher 1985, a resolution on the basic
rights of disabled persons. The League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
reviewed the World Programme of Action and identified roles that national Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies could play. The International Federation of Disabled
Workers and Civilian Handicapred has requested its member organizations to lend
their support to the Decade. The World Federation for Mental Health reported that
its 1987 World Congreas at Cairo, Eaypt, will be devoted to the Decade and its
particular relevance to individuals disabled by mental illness. The World Blind
Inion continves to disseminate on a complimentary basgis its English Braille

(grade 2) version of the the World Programme of Action. The main contribution by
the World Blind Union and its member organizations to the Decade is8 its "Progress
through joint effort" project, which sets forth plans of action for visuvally
disabled persons in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The project was presented to
Governments and to interested organizations around the world on 23 May 1985 by
national members of the World Blind Union. The project was favourably received,
and a foliow-vp meeting is being arranged with regional representatives t~ considel
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further action required. The World Council of Churches is carrying out ongoing
awareness-building on the Decade through direct contacts with interested persons
and organizations. The World Young Women's Christian Association is publicizing
the Decade among their rnational assocations; and many national associations already
provide a number ¢ disability-related services, which include teaching disal*led
children, commuaity cutreach and counselling among disabled persons, and
immunization progr:mmes. The Leonard Cheshire Foundation International is
establishing an informatlon/resources centre on disabilities, focusing initially on
the situation of disabled persons in eastern and southern Africa. The semi-annual
Newsletter of the International Federation »f Social Workers regularly provides
space to publicize the Decade., The Salvation Army publicizes the Decade through
its various publications. Rehabilitation International organized an International
Rehabilitation Week in New York City, United States, during April 1986 to promote
public awareness of the Decade.

D. Publicity of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons
by Member States and the United Nations system

1. Member States

41. Belgium is publicizing the Decade through the dissemination of the World
Programme of Action in its two official languages (Flemish and French). On

10 December 1985, the Prime Minister of Canada proclaimed the Decade of Disabled
Persons and announced a series of principles to guide Government initiatives of
benefit to disabled persons, The secretariat of the Status of Disabled Persons of
Canada has prepared a brochure on the World Programme of Action within the
framework of the Decade, has reprinted the World Programme of Action in Canada's
two official languages (English and French) and has prepared audio tape versions as
well. A provincial mid-Decade conference was held at Halifax, Nov~ Scotia, on

2 and 3 April 1986, to stimulate action and comment on progress achieved by the
Covernment at local, provincial and national levels, Chile reported that the
Decade is being publicized in connection with action undertaken concsrning disabled
persons. Publicity of the Decade in Colombia is being carried out thiough the
dissemination of the Spanish version of the World Programme of Action by the
"Centro de Documentacién e Informacién en Rehabilitacién". The "Co-crdinating
Service for Issues concerning Disabled Persons®™ in Cyprus continues to carry out a
variety of information activities to promote public awareness of the Decade. The
Decade is being publicized in Ethiopia by such means as periodic seminars and
exhibitions of products made by disabled persons. 1In the Federal Republic of
Germany, awareness of the Decade has been generated through the wide circulation of
the German version of the World Programme of Action and by publicity efforts of the
Government, non-governmental organizations and the media. In Japan, the
translation and dissemination of the World Programme of Action generated a great
deal of favourable publicity. The Ministry of Culture in Kenya has prepared a
number of publications to promote public awarenes of disablement and of the needs
of cdisabled persons. Publicity of the Decade is being carried out in Mexico under
the auspices of the National System for Integrated Development of the Family.
Pakistan recently launched a public information campaign on the rights of disabled
persons. In the Republic of Korea, the translation of the World Programme of
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Action led to greater public awareness of the Decade. Publicity of the Decade in
Seychelles is being carried out through activities such as art festivals and
special sporting events. Sri Lanka reported that it is currently planning a
seminar on the Decade for the media. Sweden continues a wide range of public
information efforts on disability issues, with frequent reference to the World
Programme of Action and the Decade. The United Kingdom has concentrated on
developing policies which respond to priority objectives of the World Programme of
Action rather than institute specific publicity of the Decadej but the Government
does provide grants to selected non-governmental organizations, such as the Royal
Aasociation for Disability and Rehabilitation (RADAR) to promote the World
Proaramme of Action and the Decade, The President of the United States proclaimed
the years 1983-1992 the "National Decade of Disabled Persons” to focus public
awareness on efforts to further the objectives of the United Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons. HNumerous activities have been orgqanized in support of the
Decade, which include the National Initiative on Technology and Disabled Persons
and "Inspire '85", an international forum and festival on arts, sports, and
recreation and disabled persons. Yugoslavia continues the practice, begun in 1981,
of designating a "Disabled Persons Week™ to promote public awareness of the Decade.

2. United Nations system

42. 1In the United Nations Secretariat, the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs (CSDHA) published during 1985 four issues of the Disabled
Persons Bulletin, which were distributed in English, French and Spanish. Over
3,000 copies of the first issue of 1986 of the periodic "Circular letter to
national disability committees and similar co-ordinating bodies"” were distributed
in the official languages of the United Nations. CSDHA drafted a brochure on the
Decade and continues to distribute widely the World Programme of Action in the
official languages of the United Nations and English Braille.

43. Because the General Assembly in paraqraph 11 of its resolution 37/53 of

3 December 1982, proclaimed the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons on the
understanding that no additional resouces from the United Nations system would be
needed for that purpose, no specific public information programme has been
avthorized for the Decade. The Division for Economic and Social Information, in
the Department of Public Information, is, however, mandated to provide general
public information support to activities in the social and economic sectors. In
this connection, the Division provides information relating to disabled persons on
a regular basis. It continuves to draw the attention of the media and
non-governmental organizations to events relating to the Decade and the World
Programme of Action. It has also arranged for the World Programme of Action to be
taped on cassette for visvally-impaired persons.

44. The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) is
promoting public awareness of the situation of disabled persons in the region
through its regular distribution of information materials. ESCAP published a
brochure describing major issuves in the disability field for the region and
relevant ESCAP priorities and programmes.

/co-
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45. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) published three
articles during 1985 in.its publication Refuqees on its uservicea to disabled
refugeea. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) disseminates information on its services for disabled persons
through its newsletter "Pales’.inian Refugees Today" ~nd other media.

-

. Mid-Decade questionnaire

46. Paragraph -01 of the World Programme of Action concerning lisabled Persons 3/
states that periodic revisions of the World Programme of Action may be necessary in
the light of changes in the world economic and social situation and that these
should take place every five years, with the first occuring in 1987. The General
Assembly decided, in paraqrapih 3 of its resolution 37/52 of 3 December 1982, to
evaluate the implementation of the World Programme of Acticn at its forty-second
session, in 1987.

47. The questionnaire on the first round of monitoring the implementation of the
World Programme of Action was circulated to Governments through their Permanent
Missions in December 1985. As at 31 July 1986, replies had been received from the
followina Governments: Argentina, Bahrain, Belize, Bhutan, Bulagaria, Chile, China,
Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Ethiopia,
Finland, France, Iceland, Indonesia, Irag, Ireland, Iscael, Italy, Kuwait,
Maldives, Mali, Mexico, New Zealand, Niaer, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Panama,
Paraguay, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles,
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of
America and Zambia.

48. Pursuvant to paragraph 16 of General Assembly resolution 37/53 and paraqraph 13
of General Assembly resolution 39/26 of 23 November 1984, the Secretary-General
will convene, in 1987, a meeting of experts, consisting larqgely of disabled
persons, to evaluate progress at the mid-point of the Decade and to prepare a
report that would enable him to help the General Assembly at its forty-second
sesgsion to evaluate the implementation of the World Programwe of Action. The
Government of Sweden has agreed to host the meeting of experts which is currently
scheduled to be held in mid-1987 for eight working days. It is expected that 25
experts will participate in the meecing in their individual capacity. Provision
has also been made for the participation of a representative of each regqional
commission.

49, Preparations for the 1987 expert meeting were discussed at the fourth
inter-agency meeting on the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, held at
Vienna, from 5 to 7 March 1986, which stressed the importance of reaional inputs to
the expert meeting to reflect progress achieved and obatacles encountered,
particularly at the grass-roots level. The meeting recommended that regional
commissions should consider the vpossibility of holdina reaional consultations, in
collatoration with CSDHA, on reaional-level progress achieved in the !mplementation
of the World Programme of Action at the mid-point of the Decade.
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50. In the African region, the Fconomic Commission for Africa (ECA) is working
closely with the Organization of African Unity to prepare a regional meeting of
experts to be held in conjunction with the Fifth Conference of African Ministers of
Social Affairs, to be held at Abidjan, C8te d'Ivoire, during the first quarter of
1987. 1In the Asia and Pacific region, the Regional Inter-Agency Task Force on
Disability Issues of ESCAP will serve as preparatory body for organizing a regional
meeting of experts. The Fconomic and Social Commission for Western Asia (F3CWA)
has included in the agenda for its fourteenth session, to be held at Baghdad, from
27 March to 5 April 1987, an item concerning a regional consultation of experts on
the implementation of the World Programme of Action at mid-Decade. In the European
region, consultations are continuing with the Government of Yugoslavia concerning
the organization of a European regional meeting of experts in collaboration with
the Ljubljana Service for Technical Co-operation in the Disability Field and the
United Nations. ECLAC reported that it is not currently in a position to undertake
additional activities in the disability field.

51, It is envisaged that the 1987 meeting of experts will consider two main
issues: first, a review and assessment of the progress achieved and the obstacles
encountered at mid-Decade in implementing the World Programme of Action at the
na.ional, regional and international levels; and second, the main elements that
would constitute a programme of action for the remainder of the Decade.
Documentation for the meeting will Include: (a) preliminary analysis prepared by
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of replies from
Governments to the questionnaire on the first round of monitoring the
implementation of the World Programme of Action at the mid-point of the Decade;

(b) preliminary analysis prepared by the Council of World Organizations Interested
in the Handicapwed and Disabled Peoples' Interrational of replies received from
non-gcvernmental organizations to a separate questionnaire on monito:ing the
implementation of the World Programme of Action at mid-Decade; (c) reports prepared
by the regional commissions on regiuial meetings of experts concerning the
implementation of the World Programme of Action at mid-Decadej (d) report prepared
by the United Nations Statistical Office in support of the mid-Decade monitoring of
the implementation of the World Programme of Action, to be based on an
international Aisability stutistics data base covering 50 to 70 countries.

F. Voluntary Fund for the Unite | Nations Decade
of Disabled Fersons

1. 1Introduction

52. The General Assembly, in paragraph 10 of its resolution 40/31 of

29 November 1985, decided that the United Nations Trast Fund for the International
Year of Disabled Persons would henceforth be called the Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, and endorsed detailed terms of reference
for the Fund, introducing the possibility for the Fund to support technical
co-operation activities, at the request of Governments, on equalization of
opportunities, disability prevention and rehabilitation.

[oos



A/41/605
Fnglish
Page 17

2. Project cycle activities

53, During the period from January 1985 to July 1986, the Fund ieceived nearly 80
requests for assistance, of which 23 were approved for funding, involving a
resource commitment of $US 562,375. A list of the projects approved during
January 1985 to July 1986 appears in annex I to the present report.

Table 1. Voluntary Fund disbursements, by region . number of
projects and value of commitment: January 1980-
December 1984; January 1985-July 1986

Number of projects Value ~f projects
(US dollars)
January 1980 January 1985 January 1980 January 1985

Region to December 1984 to July 1986 to December 1984 to July 1986
Africa 7 9 61 500 242 445
Asia and
Pacific Y 7 112 315 125 50
Europe 1 - 1 449 -
Latin Alerica
and Caribbean 5 1 35 550 30 000
Western Asia 2 - 41 493 -
Interregional
and global 19 6 540 534 170 390

Total 42 23 792 832 562 275

54. Table 1 indicates that the value of period of projects approved in the
19-month period of January 1985 to July 1986 represented 71 per cent of the total
value of projects approved during the first four years of the Fund's operations.
There was also a shift during the period under review from support for
interregional and global projects, which accounted for 45 per cent of the projects
approved during the Fund's first four years, to support for national and regional
projects. Nearly 75 per cent of the projects approved during the period under
review were in the developing regions, with the Africa region accounting for

39 per cent of all projects approved and 43 per cent of the resources disbursed,
followed by the Asia and Pacific region with 30 per cent of the orojects approved
and 22 per cent of the resources disbursed.
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Table 2. Distribution of approved projacts by principal area
of activity and value: January 1980-December 1984
January 1985-July 1986
Number of projects Value of projects
(US dollars)
January 1980 January 1980 January 1980 January 1985
Area to December 1984 to July 1986 to December 1984 to July 1986
Promotional
activities 7 2 104 118 51 60
Support to
organizations of
or concerned
with disabled
persons 11 5 225 792 177 900
Data collectionj
applied research 8 z 177 323 7 500
Training 10 9 255 633 254 985
Information
exchange 6 3 29 966 50 290
Technical
co~-operation
on disability
policies and
programmes - 2 - 20 100
Total 42 23 792 832 562 375

55. While the priority in the allocation of the resources of the Fund continues to
be for catalytic and innovative activities aimed at furthering the implementation
of the World Programme of Action within the framework of the Decade, table ?
indicates that there has been a fundamental shift in the areas of activity being
supported from the resources of the Fund. UData collection and promotional
activities now represent a vastly reduced percentage of projects receiving supportsy
and requests for the Fund's resources increasingly relate to national
capability-building efforts as an essential mears to further the implementation of
the World Programme of Action. Nearly 80 per cent of the Fund's resources
allocated during the period under review have been for training (45 per cent) and
support to organizations of disabled persons {32 per cent).
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56. Durino the period under review, the Fund also provided support, at the request
of the Governments concerned, for disability programming and project development
missions to Djibouti, co-financed by the Department of Technical Co-operation for
Development, and to Somalia. The missions resulted in the identification of
priority technical co-operation needs to strengthen and improve national capacities
for disability prevention, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities.
Arrangements to finance the technical co-operation activities proposed are under
review by the Government concerned and the United Nations Development Programme.

3. Project co-financing

57. Since the resources available to the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons are considerably less than those required to meet the
priority requests for assistance submitted by Governments and organizations of
disabled persons to further the implementation of the World Programme of Action,
the Fund has sought to establish co-financing agreements for selected
disability-related projects of developing countries with bilateral development
assistance agencies, non-governmental funding entities and the private sector.
Co-financing agreements were concluded with AGFUND (Arab Gulf Programme for United
Nations Development Organizations), during the period under review, for 13 projects
in the disability field. Project co-financing was also obtained from the Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA) and the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID). A list of the projects being co-financed
appears in annex II to the present report.

4, Financial situation and resources mobilization

58. The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons
participated for the first time in the 1985 Pledging Conference for United Nations
Operational Activities, at which the Fund received pledges from six Governments
totalling $US 52,861. Since the International Year of Disabled Persons, the flow
of contributions has suhstantially diminished and has at present fallen below the
level required to respond to incoming project requests. The financial statement of
the fund for the 1984-1985 biennium appears in annex II1 to the rresent report.

59, Following the guidance received from the General Assembly at its fortieth
session, the Fund compiled a cataloque of priority prolect proposals which had been
technically appraised by CSDHA and which were awaiting financing, The first
project catalogue was circulated to selected Permanent Missions in March 1986 as a
means to mobilize the additional resources required to carry out priority projects
and activ.ties of benefit to disabled persons.

60. The Fund has disbursed since January 1980 nearly $US 1.4 million to support 65
projects of benefit to disabled persons, of which 42 per cent of the resources were
disbursed since January 1985. This intensive level of funding activity needs
however to be placed in the context of a resource inflow during :‘he same period
that was approximately one-tenth that of the level of resources disbursed. Should
these trends continue, the resources of the Fund conceivably would be depleted by
the mid-point of the Decade in 1987,
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6. Following an initiative proposed during the thirty-chird session of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) held at
Geneva, from 2 to 27 June 1986, concerning the mobilization of additional resources
for disability prevention, IMPACT/UNDP, in collaboration with CSDHA and other
organizations concerned, are exploring the possibility of launching world-wide
fund-raising and publicity activities. It is expected that emphasis will be
directed to the national level and utilize to the maximum extent the energies and
talents of persons and organizations in the private sector who are concerned and
interested in disability issues.

5. Inter-agency co-operation

62. Inter-agency co-operation in the disability field within the framework of the
World Programme of Action and the Decade, particularly as this concerns the field
offices of UNDP, continues to be carried out in response to specific programme and
project needs. Co-ordination of disability programmes and projects was discussed
at the fourth inter-agency meeting on the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons, held at Vienna, from 5 to 7 March 1986. Meeting participants also
discussed priority considerations when appraising project proposals submitted to
the Voluntary Fund for the Decade. Participants concluded that priority should be
accorded to proposals which: (a) clearly relate to national disability policies
and programmes; (b) include a local resource commitment - in cash or in kind -
which effectively complements external assistance sought; (c) involve disabled
rersons in project design, implementation and evaluation; (d) include, as
appropriate, provision for establishing or strengthening organizations of disabled
persons; (e) reflect, as appropriate, community-oriented approaches to disability
issues; (f) preferably are part of larger development efforts and would contribute
to inter-ministerial co-operation on disability issues in the context of national
development; and (g) would strengthen and improve national capacities for
disability prevention, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities.

G. Inter-organizational task forces

63. Activities of inter-organizational task forces were also considered by the
fourth inter-agency meeting on the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,
which noted with appreciation that the second ESCAP Regional Inter-Agency
Consultation on the Decade, held at Bangkok in August 1985, considered favourably
the proposal that it reconstitute itself as the nucleus of an Asia-Pacific
inter-organizational task force. The third ESCAP Regional Inter-Agency
Consultation, held at Bangkok on 3 June 1986, agreed upon terms of reference for
the Asia-Pacific inter-organizational task force on disability issues, that it
would meet twice a year, or more frequently as required, and that the Social
Development Division of ESCAP will serve as the secretaria. of the task force.

64. 1In the African region, the proposal was raised to constitute a task force on
human resource development within the Ad Hoc Ministerial Committee of Ten on
Disabled Persons and the Technical Advisory Committee of the African Rehabilitation
Institute. In the Western Asia region, ESCWA is collecting information on
disability-related resources for the compilation of . directory of trained
disability personnel and other resources in the region.
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65. With respect to interregional action, the Technical Co-operation Support
Service for Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons (TCSS), located at the University
Rehabilitation Institute, Ljubljana, Yugoslavia, and established by the Government
of Yugoslavia to promote co-operation among developing countries in disability
prevention, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities is concentrating on
three areas of activity: first, promoting exchanges of technical information,
second, transferring technology and know-how, and third, training. 4/ TCSS has
recently finalized a two-year project on "assistance concerning technical
co-operation of developing and least-developed countries in disability-related
fields", which has three components: (a) training of truiners in disability
prevention and rehabilitation to assist rehabilitation services in developing
countries in achieving improved levels of disability-related services and
technological independence in the production of orthopaedic appliances and
technical aids; (b) providing 20 individual fellowship awards annually for key
personnel in disability-related fields, with priority accorded to least-developed
countries; and (c) promoting exchanges of technical information in the disability
field among developing countries and the transfer of disability technology and
know-how.

66. The Goverment of Yugoslavia reports that, on the basis of the accumulated
experience of TCSS in providing technical assistance and advice in the disability
field, it is now drafting a memorandum of understanding regarding a possible
relationship between TCSS and the United Nations with the aim of establishing a
sound foundation for further joint activities,

IIT. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER ACTION

67. The information available indicates that Governments, non-governmental
organizations and the United Nations system are undertaking a wide range of
activities in support of of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled
Persons within the framework of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,
which have as their collective aim to realize the World Programme's goals of "full
participation of disabled persons' and "equality”. In this connection, the General
Assembly may wish to take note of another development that should also be
attributed to United Nations efforts in the field of the disabled, that is the
growing number of initiatives that disabled persons themselves are taking to
improve their own well-being, enhance their self-reliance and realize full and
effective participation in social life and development.

68. Many Gove.nments have established national committees or similar bodies to
promote and co-ordinate policies and programmes in the disability fieldj they have
translated the World Programme of Action into their own national languages, are
carrying out a variety of efforts to publicize the Decade, and are directing
special attention to disability projects in bilateral assistance programmes.
Non-governmental organizations continue to provide important tect- ‘cal and
promotional services of benefit to disabled persons, particularly t the community
level, and are represented in inter-agency meetings of the United Nations system on
the Decade. Concerned bodies and organizations of the United Nations system are
carry ing out, within their respective spheres of competence and in acccrdance with
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their work programmes, activities supportive of actions by Governments and by
organizations of disabled persons to implement the World Programme of Action; the
strengthening and improvement of co-ordination of these activities is considered at
inter-agency meetings on the Decade. Although much has been accomplished during
the Decade, there remain important areas in which further action is required,
especially in terms of consistent implementation at both the national and
international levels of the World Programme of Action,

69. 1In paragraph 8 of its resolution 39/26 of 23 November 1984, the General
Assembly requested Member States, organizations of the United Nations system, as
well as non-governmental organizations to make available resources in the form of
funds and personnel for the purpose of planning, managing and financing the
Decade. There is an urgent need for such continued support.

70. 1In the light of the above, the General Assembly might wish, inter alia, to
comment on the status of preparations for the 1987 meeting of experts, and the
measures undertaken by United Nations bodies and organizations to promote the
employment of disabled persons and to make their environments barrier-free. The
Assembly might also wish to note the comments made on these issues at the fourth
inter-agency meeting on the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons.

71. The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons has
continued to serve as an important instrument to further the implementation of the
World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons. During the period of
January 1985 to July 1986, the Fund provided $US 562,375 to support 23 projects of
benefit to disabled persons, which represents a 71 per cent increase in the level
of Fund activities from that prevailing during the first four years of operation.
At the same time, the contributions received by the Fund have been approximately
one tenth of its disbursements during the period under review, If these trends
continue, it is conceivable that the Fund's resources would be depleted by the
mid-point of the Decade in 1987. The General Assembly might also wish to comment
on the proposal made by IMPACT/UNDP as to possible global publicity and fund
raising events in support of disability-related activities within the framework of
the Decade.

Notes

1/ Belgium, Benin, Burma, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, CGte d'Ivoire,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon, German
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Japan, Kenya, Madagascar,
Mexico, Norway, Pakistan, Republic of Korea, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Sweden,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United Ringdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America, Yugoslavia and Zaire.

2/ Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, (Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs and Statistical Office); Department of
Technical Co-operation for Development; Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific; Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean; Economic
Commission for Africa; Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia; Office of
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Noces (continued)

the United Nations Disaster Relietl Co-ordinator; United Nations Environment
Programmej United Nations Children's Fundj; United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near Eastj; International Labour Organination; Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organizaticnj World Health Organization; United Nations

Industrial Development Organizatior; IMPACT, the International Initiative Against
Avoidable Disablement.

3y A/37/351/Add.1 and Add.l/Cori.l, annex.

4/  A/36/71L.

/--.



A/41/605
English
Page 24

ANNEX 1

Projects supported by the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons, from January 1985 to July 1986,

by region

A. Africa

1. International Fund Sports Disabled: First International Training Workshop of
Sports for Disabled in Favour of Developing Countries (Algiers, Algeria,
19-30 April 1986).

2, Advisory mission on national disability policies and programmes (Djibouti).

3. West African Federation of Associations for the Advancement of Kandicapped
Persons (FOAPH): Nouakchott seminar concerning disability in Africa (Nouakchott,
Mauritania, 16-21 February 1985).

4, Advisory mission on national disability policies and programmes (Somalia).

5. Strengthening the capacitiees of the National Vocational Rehabilitation Centre
(Sudan).

6. Oryanization of African Unity (OAU): International meeting on the development

of the African Rehabilitation Institute (Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania,
22-24 January 1985).

7. Production of training film on "Disablement and social integration" (Zimbabwe).

8. Gallaudet College: training programme for teachers and administrators of
schools for deaf children in francophone Africa.

9. National Council of Disabled Persons of Zimbabwe and Disabled Peoples’

International: Leadership development seminar (Bulawayo, Zimbabwe,
29 June~-6 July 1985) (Southorn Africa subregional).

B. Asia and the Pacific

10. Pilot project on family-based services for disabled infants in rural Rajasthan
and slum areas in New Delhi ‘1ndia).

11. Rehabilitation Internatio .l:; Eighth Asia and Pacific Regional Conference of
#ehabilitation International /Bombay, India, 15-20 September 1986).

12. Proyek Rehabilitasi Bethesda: community-based rehabilitation services for
disabled persons (Indonesia).

13, Support for the 2stablishment of a Resource and Training Centre for Blind
Women, (Karachi, Pakistan).
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14. Asian Federation of Laryngectomees Associations: support for the 1985/1986
instructor's training courses in the esophageal method for laryngectomees in Asia
(regional).

15. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), in
collaboration with the Philippine National Commission Concerning Disabled Persons:
compilation of an Aaia and Pacific directory of disability-related resources.

16. ESCAP: regional fellowship programme for national personnel responsible for
planning and organizing disability prevention and rehabilitation services.

C. Latin America and the Caribbean

17. Support for strengthening national capabilities for prevention and control of
disabilities (Jamaica).

D. 1Interreqional and global

18. Second International Abilympic (Bogota, Colombia, 1-5 October 1985)
(interregional).

19. Di: .led Peoples' International: Second World Congress of Disabled Peoples'
International (Nassau, the Bahamas, 18-22 September 198%).

20. World Council for the Welfare for the Blind (WCWB): Support for publication
of the International Newsletter for the Blind during 1985/86 (global).

21. Gallaudet College: development of microcomputer-based disability database
(global).

22. Rehabilitation International (RI); International Expert Group Meeting on
Legislation on Equalization of Opportunities of Disabled Persons (Vienna,
2-6 June 1986).

23. Committee on the Promotion of Aid to Co-operatives (COPAC): translation and

dissemination of the manual "Co-operatives of disabled persons - guidelines for
promotion and organizaticn" (global).

/oo
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ANNEX II

Projects being proposed for co-financing

A. Africa

1. Support to the Western Africa Federation of Associations for the Advancement
of Disabled Persons (Niger).

2. Support for training in vocational rehabilitation of disabled persons
(Sudan). a/

3. Development of a transitional production workshop of disabled persons
(executed by the International Labour Organisation) (Swaziland).

4. Development of rural centres for rehabilitation and training of the blind
(executed by the International Labo'- Organisation) (Tunisia).

B. Asia and the Pacific

5. Pilot project on family-based services for disabled children (India). b/
6. Establishment of a resource and training centre for blind women (Pakistan). b/

7. Asia-Pacific regional support services in disability prevention and
rehabilitation (Philippines).

C. Latin America and the Caribbean

8. Formation au travail manuel d'adolescents handicapés mentaux dans la
communauté de chantal (Paiti). b/

9. Production of Spanish Braille texts (Uruguay). a/

D. Western Asia

10. Community-based approaches tc tiaining and rehabilitation of disabled persons
(Lebanon) .

11, Technical advisory services to Gulf Arab countries on the development of
statistics on disabled persons (Western Asia).

a/ Co-financed by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

b/  Co-financed by the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID).
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E. Interregional and global

12, Stimulation and monitoring of concerted action in selected target areas of
disability prevention (implemented by Rehabilitation International (global)).

13. Pilot programme to promote the manufacture of lower-limb prostheses in

aeveloping countries (global).
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ANNEX III
Financial statements of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons
I. STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE BIENNIUM
1984-1985 ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1985
(United States dollars)
Income
Pledged contributions 79 393
Public donations 49 876
Interest income 285 864
Miscellaneous income 18 988

Total income 435 121

Exggnditure

Staff and other personnel costs 74 655
Travel 30 021
Contractual services 1 390
Operating services 936
Fellowships, grants, other 449 996
Subtotal 556 998
Programme support costs 77 628
Total expenditure 634 626
Excess of income over expenditure for the above period (199 505)
Add: adjustments for prior period (60 _000) a/
Net excess of income over expenditure (259 505)

a/ Represents expenditure relating to prior period.
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TI. STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LTABILITIES AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1985
(United States dollars)
Assets
Cash 1 248 906
Pledged contributions unpaid {schedule 15.4.1) 75 931
Accounts receivable 20 989
Operating funds provided to executing agencies 43 959
Deferred charqes and other assets 2 040
Total assets 1 391 825
Liabilities
Unliquidated obligations 26 929
Due to United Nations General Fund 27 695
Deferred income 53 982
Total liabilities 108 606
Fund balance
Balance available 1 January 1984 1 542 724
Add: nrt excess of income over expenditure (259 505)
Balance available 31 December 1985 1 283 219
Total liabilities and Fund balance 1 391 825
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