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I. INTRODUCTION

I. At its 3ral plenary meeting, on 21 September 1984, tbe General Assembly, on the
reconunendatlon of the ceneral Cd nirtee, decided !o include ln the agenda of its
thirty-ninch seEsion the iten entltled trrmplenentatlon of the world progranune of
Action concerning Dlaabled persongi report of the Secretar y{eneral" and to
allocate it to.the Third Contlittee.

2. The Third Conmittee conaidered th16 iten jointLy with ltems 95, 89 and 90 at
its l5rb to 23xd, 27th and 37th neetings, on 19, 22 to 26 October and I and
13 November 1984. An account of the Conmlttee. s dlgcuBglon la contained in the
relevan! summary recordE (A/C.3/39/sB,.I6-23 . 27 and 3?1.

3. The Conrnitree had before it the repor t of the secretary-ceneral on the
lnplementaCion of the Horld progratnne of Actlon concernlng Dlsabled persons
(A/39/L9L and Corr.I) .

4. At the l6th neetlng, on 19 october, the Asslstant S€cretary-ceneral for soclal' Development and Humanitarlan Affatrs nade an lntroductoly statement.

5. At the l9th neeting, on 24 october, the under-secretary-ceneral for
International Econornic and Social Affalrs nade an lntroductory statenent.
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II. CONSTDERATTON OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.3/3g/L.L4

6. At the 27tb neeEing, on I Novemb€r, the representative of rhe philippineg
lntroduced a draft resolurlon (A/C.3/39/L.L4) entitled runlbed Nations Decade of
Diaabled Persons", sponsored by Belgium, Canada, Chlle, China, the Dominlcan
FgPgbf ic, Guinea-Bissau , Ig!E, , .n"
:!+liPineg, R"t ?lg, saudi +rabia, .tt@ vEiEffi and
IJlllEl+3, ?"':11 as Agstr ia' sanqtaaesh, Pemoc;;ti;-I;;;ffii;;bul;A-Nepal,onan, Papua New cuinea, paraguay, !crg, s*.I tEl-Tt E-E .-6FEirI-", 

""aSlle,..subseeTl::I ?:i"-:9 by.Burlina Fasg, tne cengrar iJliEin-nEFuElfd coFta
Rica, MaIi, Maurit.ania, Nigeria, fg..gg, S.1gg!T"a Ur *gef;-
7- A statenen! by the secretary-General on the programme budget inplications of
the dlaft resolurion r.ras circulated in document Vc.3/39/L.22 and Add.1.

8. At the 37th meeting, on 13 Novernber, the representative of the Depaltment ofInternational Econornic and Social Affairs rnade a statenent.

9- At the same meeting, the representative of Ehe Libyan Arab Janahiriya rrithdrew
as a sponsor of the draft resolution.

t0. At the sane meeting, the commietee adopted draft resorut ion A/c.3/3g/L.r4nithout a vote (see para. IJ.).

III, RECO4MENDATION OF THE THIRD Co|4MITTEE

11. The Third conmittee recomnends to the cenerat Assernbry the adoptlon of the
following draft resolution:

United Nations Decade of Dlsabled personE

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resorutions 37/s2 of 3 December 1982, by rrhich it adopted the
world Prograrnme of Action concerning Disabled persons, L/ and 37/53 ot
3 Decenber 1982 by nhich, inter aria, it procraimed tbe period 1993-1992 unlted
Natlons Decade of Disabled persons as a long-tern plan of action,

Recallinq its resolution 38/28 of 22 Novenber 1983, ln which lt recognlzeat thedesirability of the continuaEion of the Uniteal Nations Tru6t Fund for the
rnternational Year of Disabled persons lhroughout the united Natlons Decade of
Digabled Peraons '

$!!39 Economic and sociar, councir resorution L9g3/r9 of 26 May 1993, in which
the secrecary-General was requested co rnonitor and support the imptementation of

I

v A/J1/3sL/Add.I and Corr.1, annex.
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the viorld Progranme of Acllon concerning Disabled Persons by enllsting
exttabudgetary resources,

Noting nith satisfactlon cotnnisglon on Hunan Rights resolution 1984,/31 of
12 !,rarch 1984 ano the draft resolution of the Eub-Conmission on Prevention of
Dlacrinination and Protectlon of Minoritles, U concerning violations of hunan
rlghts and fundamental freedoms and dlsablltty, and the appoingnent of a speclal
raPPorteur to study thls issue in collaboration with the Centre for Social
Developnent and Humanitarian Affalrs of the Secretariat,

Notlng with great appreciation the generous voluntary contribulions and
pledges made by covernments and other donors to the United Nations Trust Fund for
the International yea! of Diaabled Persons, as well as other voluntary

. eontrlbugions to support activities concerning disabled persons,

Noting also with apprecj.ation ghe results achieved so far through funding from
the Trust Fund during Ehe International Year of Disabled Persons and its follow-uP
activlties, as well as through other voluntary contributlons,

Desirous of ensuring effectlve inplementation of Ehe rlorId Progr amlle of
Actlon, and aware that, if this is to be achleved, uember States, or9an6,
organizalions and bodies of the United Nations syslen' non-governnental

I organizations and organizaEions of alisabled persons nust be encouraged to continue
7 the acEivities already undertaken and !o initiale new prograrnmes and activities,

Stressing that the primary responsibility for the realization of the
objectives of the lbrld Progranme of Action rests r{ieh individual countries and
that international action shoulat be directed toealds assisting and suPPorting
natlonal efforts in this regard,

ElEg the emergence of organizations of disabled persons in aII Pares of the
sorld and their inpor lance !o lhe implementation of the world Progranrne of Action'

convinced that hlgb priority nusE conlinue !o be asslgned to the planning,
nanagement and financi.ng of lbe actlvlties and progranmes relatinq to the United
Natlons Decade of Disabled persons,

Convinced that the Unlted Natlons Decade of Disabled Persons will give a
tn€aningful and forceful i.mpetus t'o the implementation of the irorld Progranune of
Action and to a'broader understanding of its itlportance,

Concerned tha! devetoping countries are experiencing increasing difficultles
ln nobillzing adequate resources for neeting pressing needs in the field of
dtsabulty prevention, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities for the
millions of perEons nittt alisabilities, parlicularly in the face of pressing demands
frorTr other high-priorily sectors concerned with baslc needs,

I7 U E/CN.4/strb.2/L.24 of 24 August 1984.
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Recau'ing ulat ln paragraph 157 0f the gforrd programne of Action concerntng
?i:?!l:d Persons y it is srared rhar the Trust Fund eatabtlshed by the cenerat
A.Sembr.y for the rnternatlonal year of Disabred pers.ns 6hourar be used to meet.requests foE agsistance from deveroplng countries and organlzations of disablearpersons and to further the inprenentation of the t'orral programme of AcLion. and, inparagraph l-58, 1r is tndlcated rhat there ls a need to lnciease the fl-ow of
resources Eo developing countrles to lmplenent the objectlves of the korldPrograru'e of Action, and that' therefore, the secretary-cenerar Ehourd expl.re ne!,ways and rneans of ralslng fund€ and Cake the necesEary follorr_up rneasures fornoblLizing resources, and that voluntary contributlona fron Governments and fronprivate sources should be encouraged,

Stresslng the lnpoEtance of an effeceive syaten for collectlon anddissemlnation of technical inforrsatlon on dlsability,
Stressing further the inporEance of publlc lnforrnat.ion and educatlonactiviCies in the field of preventlon, rehabilitatlon and esualizatlon of

oppor tun i tie9,

.. Haying consitrered the repor! of the secretary-ceneral on the inplenentation ofthe norld progranme of Action concerning Disabled per6ons, 4/

1' ExPresses lts appreclation to all !.{ernber states }rhlch elaborateat nationalporicies and programmes ror ttre tlnptementacion of the rorld programne of Action
concernlnq Diaabled PersonE and for the unlted Nationa Decade of Disableal persons,
and urges those which have not yet, formulated such programmes to do so,

. 2. Notes wilh apprecration tbe acttvitles relating to the irnplenentarion ofthe $orrd Prograrine of Action undertaken by the unrted Natrons system anat byrelevant non-goverrunental organlzations,

- 3- glg€ Menber states to rnake every effort to attaln the objectives of theworld Progranune of Act,ion in co-operatlon with non-govetnmentar orginlzatlons
concerned and to lnvolve dlEabled persons in plannlng and atecls lon-nak ing relatedto the implementation of the lfrogrammet

4' rnvites Menber states as a natter of prrorrty to relnforce or estabrrshnational comnittees or slmirar bodies for the unlted Natlons Decade of Disableat
Persons at the highest rever $ith particrpati,on of organizat.iona of dlsabred
Persons to p1an, co-ordinate and encourage tbe executlon of activltles in supportof the obJectives of .the 

Decade at the national and local levels,
5. Requests the secretary-cenerar to elaborate the guiderrnes fo. prrorlty

actions during the Decade based on hia reFort to the preBent aesslon and on the

A/37/35L/Add.l anat Corr.J., annex, sect. VIII, recomrnendation I (IV).

A/39/L9L and Cor r.I. I!/
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replies received from Menber states and organlzatlons Including thOS€ of dlsabled
persons i

6' Reiterates its requesc that che $ecretary-General atrengthen the centre
for Social oevetopnenr ;A-;;;;irar lan Affairs of the Secretariat through a

reallocation of existing resources to enable the Centre to contlnue to serve aa the
focal points in the field of disability' Particularly for PurPoses of the Precedlng
Paragraphi

7, Reguests the Sec retary-General and relevant Unlted Nattons agenclea to
develop speclfic Progralnmes to Publiclze the Decade and the goal3 of the rbrld
Prog rarNrle of Action, and invites lilember staEes and non-governnental orgenlzationE
eo assist in this under taking t

8. Invltes Member States, United NaEions aqenciear aE rell aB non-
governmental organizalions to make avallable lesource8 ln the forn of funds and

iersonnel for the purpose of P1anning, nanaging and financlng the D€cade at the
nationalr r€gional and inte!reqional levela,

9. Urqes al-l organizations of the United Nations system to take into
consideratl6i-Ehe interests of dlsableal peraons as well a6 the effecElve
inplementalion of the glor ld Progranme of Action in the Purauance of thelr overall

- ob'jectives in their resPective areas of co Petenc€tt-,- 10. Decides that' pendlng cornpletlon of the elaboration and the a'loPtlon of
the guiaelines referred to in ParagraPh 5 of the present regolution, -the 

Trust Fund

shouid continue go supPort actlvities in accordance rrlth paraqraPh 157 of tho tiorld
Programme of Action 3/ and paragraph 4 of General Assernbly resolution 38/28 of
22 Novenber 1983 i

11. Calls upon l,tember States and other donor s to contlnue to contrlbute
generously to the Trust Fundi

L2. Requests lhe secretary-General to Promote the recruitrnent of nore
disabled Persons rithin the UniBed Naliona sysEemt

13. Again requests che secretary-General to convene in 198? a neellng of
experts, consisti.ng fa-gely of dlsabled Persons r to evaluate progress at the
nid-point of the Decade and to prePare a report that r|oulal enable the
secr eta! y-cener aI to help lhe General Assenbly at lts forty-gecond geEslon to
evaLuate lhe implementation of the world Prog ramne of Action, ag provide'l for ln
paraqraph 3 of resolutiorr 37/52i

l.4. Requests the secretary-General to rePort on lhe lnpletnentatlon of the
preeenr reE6lfiiion, including dltatled information on the actlvitles relatlng to
the Trust Fund, to the General Assembly at its fortleth sesslon and decldea to
include in the provisional agenda of lhat session an itern entitled rlmplenentation
of the world lrogramne of lciion concernlng Disabled Persons and Ehe Unlted Natlons

\ Decade of Disabled Persons".
J




