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I. II\]TFODTCTIOI\1

I. ?he ceneral Assembly, in its resolution 37/53 of 3 December 1982, requested
the secretary-ceneral to report to the Assenbly at lts thirty-ninth session on the
inplementation of the world Programme of Action concernlng Disabled persons (whlch
had been adopted by the Assenbly in its r€so.tution 37/52 of 3 Decenber 19e2). rn
that resolution, the ceneral Assembly also urged alI organs, organizations and
agencies of the united Nations systen to undextake new m€asures or expedite those
already under way to improve enplot ment opportunities for disabled persons within
those bodies at all leve1s and to inprove access to their buildings and facilltles
and to their lnfornation sources, and reguested the secretary_ceneral to subnit a
report on those neasures to the Assembly at its thirty-ninth session.

2. rn its resolution 38/28 of 22 November 19g3, the cenerat Assembry requested
the Secretary-General to include in his reports to the Assenbly on the
rmplementation of the l,ibr ld progralune of Action concerning Disabled persons a
section on the actlvities of the united Nations Trust Fund for the rnternatlonal
Year of Disabled persons.

3. Pursuant to the above-mentioned resolution, the Secretary-ceneral, through a
note verbale of 2? February 1984, invited covernmehts to sutmit infornation on the
irPlenentation of the Progranne of Action, and to cornment on natters related to theTrust Fund. organs, organizations and agencies of the united Natiohs system, ash'ell as relevant non-governmental organizatlons, were also lnvited to subnit such
information and to include inforrnation on natters r€lated to enproynent
opportunities and accesslbility for disabled persons vrithin the unlted Nations
systen.

4. As at 27 september 1984, repJ.ies had been received from the following
Goverrunents: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Sovietsocialist Republic, Canada, chile, China, Cuba, qfprus, Czechoslovakia. Denmark,
Finland, cerman Democratlc Republic, cernany, Federar Republic of, chana, creece,
Guyana, Haitl, Iraq, Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Mongolia, Morocco, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Onan, Panama, phllippines, portugal, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Thailand,
Turkev, ukrainian soviet socialist Repubrlc, union of soviet sociarist Republics,united Kingdon of creat Britaln and Northern rrel"and, the united states oi Anerica,
Uruguay, Venezuela and yugoslavia.

5' As far as bodies of the united Natrons system were concerned, repries were
recelved fron the folrorring: Econonic comnlssion for Europe (rcE), Econonic andsoclal conmission for Asta and the pacific (r:scAp), Economic conf,nission for Africa(EcA), office of the united Nations Dlsaster Relief co-ordlnator (uNDRo), unitedNations rndustrlal Developmeht organization (IrNrDo,, united Nations Deveropnentprograrnne (ITNDP), office of the united Nations High comnisgioner for Refugees
(IrNHcR) ' rnternational r'abour organisation (uo), r.ood and Agriculture organization
of the united Nations (FAo), united Natlons Educational, scientlfic and curtural
Organlzation (UNESCO) and the Wor1d Health Organization (WHO).
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6. The following international non-qovernmental organizations also responded:
Council of World Organizations fnterested ln the Handicapped, Disabled Peoples I
International, the Internationaf League of Societies for persons with Mental
Handicap, Rehabilitation rnternational and the World Fed€ration for Mental Health.

IT. IUPLEMENTA"TON OF THE WORLD

CONCERNTNG DISABI,ED PERSONS

7. This section of the present report has been
concerns of the ceneral Assenbly as indicated in

PROGRAMIT1E OF ACTION

organized to reflect lhe specific
its resolution 37 /53.

A. Distri.bution and pronotion of the world progranune of Action
concerninq Disabled persons

8.'n.".'.,ffiofreso]ution37/53'requestedthe
Secretary-Genera I to assist in the early inplenentation of the world Prograrnme of
Action concerning Disabled Persons by ensuring its wide diseribution and
pronotion. Subsequently, the world Progranme of Action concerning Disabled
Persons, to which was annexed a detailed subject-index for easy reference, was
printed in booklet form in Arabic, Chinese, Engl-ish, French, Russian and Spanish by
the Departrnent of Public fnfornation of the United Nations Secretariat and has been
widely disseninated to covernments, bodies of Che United Nations systen,
non-governnental organizations, disabled personsr organizations, depository
libraries, specialists in the field of disabilityr the media and the public.

9. fn addition, the Secretariat has also distributed a not€ on the proclamation
of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. 1983-1992, and on the adoption of
the l^lorld Prograrnne of Action concerning Disabled Personst a brochure on fmproving
conmunication about people with disabillties! Recommendations of a United Nations
seninar and a poster for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, 1983-1992.

10. The regional corrunissions assisted in the dissernination of infonnation
concerning the world Progranrne of Action. In particular, the Economic and Social
Corunission for Asia and the Pacific published a speclal issue of lts Soclal
Developnent Newsletter dedicated to th€ United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons.

tl. Several Member States have published translatlons of the programne of Action
into national languages. The Progranme of Action has also been trasnscribed into
English Braille by the world Council for the Vtelfare of the Blind.

B. National act.ivities for equalization of opportunities for disabled
persons and for disability prevention and rehabilitation

12, In parag.aph 2 of resolution 37/S3t Menber States were requested to develop
plans for the egualization of opportunities for disabled persons, as well as for
prevention and rehabiLitation' and thereby ensure early irnplernentat ion of the World
Progranne fof Action concerning Disabled Persons.
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1. Adoption of national plans and collection of benchnark data

13. severar llenbex states reported the adoption of nationar disabirity plans,
while others referred to future prograrunes to be carried out in favour of disablecl
persons.

14. For example, Australia is engaged ih irnplenenting and expanding a national
rehabilitatlon servlc€, initiating Legislation on prevention of disabillty anat
establishing a special placenent scheme for disabled persons. rn addition, thegandicapped Persons welfare Prograrnne in Australia is beinq carried out, including
wide-ranging consultations rdith persons r,rith disabilities. The Byerorussian sovietsocialist Republic is inptenenting a broad programne of measures to improve the
welfare of disabled persons during the period 1984-1990. A National Rehabititalion
Plan is being prepared in Chile. In Chlna, deve!-opnent of special education
Progranmes vrill be included in the Five-Year Plan. Cuba has created institutional
services for disabled persons, including childr€n eith mental handicaps and persons
with sensorial disabillties, and plans to irnprenent a wide programne of prevention
neasures, as part of the free natlonaf health system. czechoslovakia has adopled a
long-term disability programne for the seventh and eighth Five-year plan periods.
Greece is setting up a joi.nt programne of assistance to disabled persons, including
a fund to promote the employnent of disabled persons, and country-wide surveys on
categories and problens of disabled persons are being carried out. cuyana has
established a National Rehabilitation cornnittee, with branches in several areas ofthe country.

15' rreland has published a creen paper on the developnent of services to disabled
persons' which also gives recornmendat ions on their rights. Japan has formulated a
Iong-Term PIan for t"teasures for Disabled persons, to inplenent progranrnes
concerning, anong other things, public information on disabled persons, prevention,
nedical treatnent, devetopnent of technical aids, education and ernploynent of
disabled persons, and lmprovernent of the physical envlronment, sincJrset, "tuttparticipation and equality for disabl.ed persons" has been part of the Hunan Rights
vleek celebrated in Japan in December each year. I(uwait is slarling to draw up apolicy concerning disabled persons aiming at their full participation and equatity,
and _Government responsibility in lhe fleld of \^'ork, freedom and equarity for atfcitizens is clearly identified. The Netherrands is pranning a series of four-year
development projects, emphasizing education and employment opportunities for
persons lrith d isabi l ities.
16. The Netlerlands and the united Kingdom of creat Brltain and Northern frer.and
intend to issue the worl-d programne of Action concerning Disabled Fersons for
guidance in planning nationar services to disabred persons. New zearand has set upa Rehabilitacion co-ordinating council to pronote co-ordination of rehabilitation
prograntnes and policies, and d isabil lty-related servlces and facilities. panana
has submltted extensive comnents on the recorunendations contained in the various
areas dealt r.rith in the world programne of Action, and has illustrated action
undertaken by the covernment in these areas. A National welfare and Rehabilitation
rong-Term Plan (1982-199r) to serve as a guideline for pranning services for
disabled persons in Thalland has been adopted. Turkey has included in its fifth
Five-Year Plan neasures for full participation and equalization of opportunities
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for disabled persons. The United states of America has adopted a National Decade
of Disabled P€rsons and a National Agenda for the Decade. Sri Lanka plans to
fornulate a natlonal sign language and a Brallle press tti1l be set up.

L7. r'oltowing the proclanation of rYDP' approxinately 45 countri€s have collected
benchmark data on disabled persons as a basic input to their national planning.
Data have been collected in national population censuses and in general and
specialized household surveys, Many of these countries are nor?t collecting these
data on a regular basis or plan to do so, and some 15 other countries plan to
collect such data for the first time in the near future as their national Planning
process in the field of disabillty is strengthened.

2. I\16tional connittees and cther co-ordinatinq bodles

18. Most of the I'lember States who reported on this topic have mentioned that the
National Conrnittees created during the fnternational Year of Disabled Persons have
been continued. sone replies indicated that disabled persons are participating in
the work of conrnittees and other bodies deating with decisions concerning the
lrelfare of persons h'ith disabilities. These cornmittees have pLayed an instrumental
role in nany countries in developrnent and application of the data-collection
activities on disabled persons referred to above. For example, the Disability
Advlsory council (Australia) , which includes a substantial nunber of people with
dlsabillties, advises the coverrunent on policies and programmes for disabled
persons. In Belgiun, the consultative connunity council on Disabled Persons (for
the French conmunity) and the Flenish Hlgh Council for Disabted Persons deal with
disability-relat€d issues' r,rith the participaeion of people vrith disabilities in
decision-rnaking. A guide for disabled persons has been published in Belgiun and is
being updated.

19. fn Canada' the secreCary of State is the minister responslble for the status
of disabled persons, and a consultative procedure has been initiated to inPlement
the world Programn€ of Action concerning Disabled Persons, with the partlclpation
of organizatlons of disabled persons. A welfare Fund for the Disabled in China is
gear€d tovrards irnprovlng services to disabled persons, includlnq education,
enpl-oyment and enactnent of legislation. Cuba and Haiti indicated that the further
development of services for disabled persons to enhance their full partici.Pation 16

the goal of the Nalional Coruniltees, which collaborate with the apPropriate
ninistries, and the committee in the latter country has encouraged the
participation of organizations of disabled persons.

20. In cyprus' disabled persons, through their organizations, partlcipate actively
in the vrork of the National conrnittee and Sub{onmittees, in the formulation of
proposaLs and reconnendations in favour of persons wlth disabilittes. Disabled
persons in Ghana have formed various associations to influence actlons on their
beha 'l f .

21. A ra'orking group composed of representatives of nlnistries and concerned
organizations, including associations of disabled persons, has been established in
two Member States (Cuba and Czechoslovakia) to follor.r up disability programnes. fn

t
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Finland, a coruIliltee in the Ministry of Co$munications aims to facilitate public
information to disabled persons, and municipality boards, in which disabled persons
actively take part, fotlow the developnent of disability servlces fron.the point of
view of persons wj.th disabilities.

22- A cenlrar National co-ordination Group for the Rehabilitation of Disableal
PeEsons has been established in the Gelnan Denocratic Republic and disabled persons
Participate in the work of ].oca1 rehabilitation conmissions. Represenlatives of
relevant sectors of the conmunify, including organizations of disabled persons,
cornprise the National conunittee in the Netherrands, rn chana, a NationaL council
for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled is planned to provide for the welfare of all
disabled persons. The covernnen! has welcomed the decision of the uniteal Nations
General Assenbly to proclaim a Decade of Disabled Persons as a line-frane for lhe
inprenentation of disabir i ty-related programmes. A cheshire Home wilr provide care
for destitute disabl-ed persons in chana. In Japan, a Headquarters for pronoting
lhe l'ierfare of Disabled persons has been created to ensure close co-ordination of
disability activities, wiCh regard to the Long-Tern pLan for Measures for Disabled
Persons. The rnternational year of Disabled persons Japan pronotion council and
the National Federation of Physically Handicapped persons Organizations are also
involved in pronoting activities on behalf of disabled persons in Japan.

23. The National DisabiLity Committee of Kuwaie has expressed interest in the
implementation of the l{orld prograflune of Action concerning Disabred persons, New
Zealand will monitor the implemenlation of the World progranne of Action through
its Advisory council for the cornmuni ty welfare of Disabred persons. The National
committee for the care of Disabled persons in oman meets periodicarry and adopts
decisions and reconunendations concerning disabled persons. In Sweden, the National
Council for Disabled Persons, as well as a special group of representatives of
Governnent departnents, follow up the implementation of the llorlal programme of
Action concerning Disabled persons. Turkey has established a pernanent National
Co-ordinating CorunitLee for Lhe Protection of ttre Disabled, to implement disability
prograrunes. Sri Lanka Plans to establish an intermin ister ial National Disability
committee to imprement disability progranmes during rhe Decade of Disabred persons.

24. In the United Slales of America. the National Organization on Disability, in
collaboration rrith non-gover nmental and business organizatj.ons, supports local
corunittees of disabled and non-disabled persons. The goals of the Organization are
!o improve public attitudes towards disabled personst expand accessibilityt promote
opportunities for educalion, housing, employment, transportation and recrealiont
and prevention of disabilities. Uruguayrs National Conmittee for Vocational
Rehabilitation deals nith prograffning, p).anning and co-ordinating national poticies
concerned vrith vocational rehabilitation.

3. Measures taken on equalization of opportunities

(a) Leg islatj.on

25. An important step towards achieving equal-lzation of opportunities for disabled
persons is the adoption of nat.ional disability Legislation. Some Member States
reported on inprovement of existing raws and regulationsf whire obhers informed on
the enactment of new legislation in favour of disabled persons,
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26. For exanple, preparations in Australia are under way for creation of a

national BiIl of Rights for alL citizens, including persons with disabilities. rn
the Byelorussian soviet socialist Republic, the provlsions of che constitution
apply fully to disabled persons. In 1983, canada adopted a disability anendment to
the Human Rights Act. Belgiun and china reported on provisions for enpfoynent and
incone naintenance for persons with disabilities, and the latter country also
mentioned regulations concerning educatlon of people h'ith disabilities.

27. one }4ember state (Finland) indicated that total reforn of disability
legislation is being planned and that new legislation has been enacted extending
cornpulsory education to disabled persons and facilitating their access to
authorities in public administration. cuyana indicated that the Declaration on the
Rights of Disabled Persons (ceneral Ass€mb1y resolution 3447 (Xxx) of
9 Desenber 1975) wtlt be inplenented, Haiti and the Netherlands have indicated
that measur€s have b€en undertaken or are being planned concerning the rights of
mentally retarded persons, based on General Assembly resolution 2856 (xxvr) of
20 Decenber 1971, and in the latter counCry' a policy statement has been drawn up
on this topic. Japan has enacted a law to elirninate discriminatory terns related
to physical and nental handicaps, and efforts are being nade to irnprove protection
clauses in the Menta1 Health Act.

28. several l'Ienber states are planning to enact disability legislation on the
following subjects: the rights of disabled persons (Greece and Thailand),
rehabilitation of disabled persons and prevention of disability (Morocco) i
forrnulation of labour laws and enployment of disabled persons (Kuwait' onan,
sri Lanka and Thailand), and incone and inport tax exemption (Japan and Turkey).

29. A law on accessibllity for disabled persons has been enacted in the
Philippines. srdeden has ratified the fnternational Labour organisation convenlion
on vocational Rehabllitation and Enplolrment (Disabt€d Persons}. Turkey has adopted
an Article of the constltution on social integratlon of disabled persons' and a
disability law has be€n passed concerning income tax reduction and Lax exempcion,
soclal rrelfare, ernplo)dnent, accident preventl-on, accessibility and pronotion of
organizations of disabted p€rsons. vacational guidance to young disabled persons
is guaranteed in the constitution of the Union of Soviet socialist Republics, The
Congress of the United States of Anerica adopted a r€solution that requires that an
annual report be published on national action concerning dlsability' in accordance
wlth General Assembly resolution 37/53. The first report will address relevant
aspects of the world Progranme of Action concerning Disabled Persons' uruguay held
a seminar on the tegal protection of disabled persons {I\'Iay 1984) to prepare a
prelininary draft law on the subject.

(b) Education

30. Fourteen uenber states indicated their progranmes thal ain lo improve
educational opportunities for disabled persons. The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic has lntroduced a broad system of measures for education of nentally and
physically handicapped children, Chile has undertaken steps to provide special and
diff€rentlal education to persons with disabilities. Cuba, Greece, Japan, oman and
Turkey have reported on neasur.es to improve existing educatlon services to disabled
persons. In Portugal, efforts have been made to provide education facilities to
all chlldren, includlng those r.rith disabilitles. In china, development of
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education progrannes for disabled persons have been included in the Five-Year PIan'
and funds for sp€cial education have been incorporated in the State budgee.

31. fmprovement of education services to facilitate integraUion of disabled
children in the schools systens in Czechosl_ovak ia, Japan and sirreden are being
undertak€n. fn fran and Finland, disabled persons are lncluded in the compulsory
education systern. Visually and physically handicapped students in Japan receive
assistance when taking universlty and college exaninations, and scholarship
programres have been established in Japan and the philtppines to upgrade academic
and vocational skills of disabled persons. Sri Lanka has strengthened three
vocational training centres for disabled youth, and four new centres have been
established. In addition, a pre-school education programrne for children vrith
hearing inpairnents nas started in five schools, in co-operation $ith the Japanese
fnternatlonal Co-operation Agency. Sri Lanka also plans to increase financial
assistance to disabled students enterinq universities and colleges.

(c) E nploynent

32. Nineteen Menber States reported on their activities to enhance enployment
opportunities for disabled persons, the most popular ways for achieving this goal
including vocational rehabilitation, workshops and sheltered enplolrment, job
placenent services and financial incentives to employers of disabled persons.

33. The Byerorussian sovlet sociati.st Republic provides job placement services to
disabled persons, plans are under way for ah extensive system of enplol.nent
opportunities and industrial training institutions exist for s€nsorially disabled
persons. In Chile and Japan, vocationat rehabilitation measures include workshops
for rnehtalfy disabled persons. chi-na, cuba and sri Lanka have undertaken steps to
improve the enploynent and job placenent of disabl€d persons. A transportation
allowance is provided to disabred emproyees in cyprus and production workshops are
available. A referral service has been dev€IoDed in Czechoslovakia to reconnend
sultable occupations and to encourage the employment of disabled persons. In
Ghana, an enplol.nent centre for disabled persons has been established, in
co-operation with the covernment of Norway. In portugal, flhancial support has
been provided for self-enployment schemes for disabled persons and subsidies have
been paid to employers who elirninat€ physical barriers and who adapt jobs to the
needs of disabled persons.

34. fn the Federal Republic of cernany and Japan m€asures have been undertaken to
increase enployment and training opportunities for disabled persons and financial
inc€ntives are offered to employers of severely disabled persons. fncreased rights
are given to disabled workers in the forner country, through on'the-job
representatives $rho defend their interests.

35. fn Finland, a decree on job placernent subsidies for disabled persons
facilitates thelr employment. The riqht to work is guaranteed in the cernan
Denocratic Republic and severely disabled persons are given sheltered enplolment,
including h'ork to be done at hone. Productlve co-operative societies and protected
workshops have been establlshed for disabled persons in several Menber States (fran
(fslamic Republic of), Sri Lanka and ?urkey) .

36. Five Member States (Japan, Sweden, Thailand, the Ukrainian Soviet sociatist
Republic and union of soviet socialist Repubrics) are expanding their vocational
training progrannes, and special connittees are responsible for the job placenent
of disabled persons.
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(d) Rehabil itation

37. Of the Menber states I'ho reported on their rehabititation neasures, four
replies indicated that disabled persons are participatlng in the fornulation of
rehabilitation programnes (cernan Denocratic Republlc, chana, Japan and Onan).
Vocational counseLling and lraining are offered to disabled persons in the
Byelorussian Soviet Soclalist Republic and Turkey. Cz€choslovakia is planning
co-ordination of rehabilitation servicesf especially with regard to persons with
mental disabilities, and research is being carried out concerning socio-medlcal
measures for rehabilitation. A draft resolution on a coherent policy for the
rehabilitation of disabled persons was passed in the Netherlands.

38. Prosthetic devices and technical aids are provided to disabled persons in
Cuba. Cyprus, Japan, Onan, the Gernan Democratic Republic and Sri Lanka, A1so,
centres for rehabilitation of disabled persons have been set up or are being
planned in several Member States (for exanple, the cerman Denocratic Republic,
Guyana, ,Japan. OmanT Panana and Sri Lanka). AustraLla, the Philippines and
Sri Lanka are expanding their comnunity-based rehabilitation services, the latter
coungry in co-operation vriLh the United Natlons childrenrs Fund. The
Rehabilitation Revier., Comnittee in one Member State (Nee Zealand) is cprrying out
vocational rehabititation assessment of disabled persons. New zealand jointly
hosted, with Rehabititation fnternational an Asia and pacific Convention on
Rehabilitation (wellington' April 1984). One reply indicated that recent advances
in €conomic and social developnent have nade it possible to bring better health to
the connunity, including rehabilitation prograrnnes (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republicl .

(e) Prevention

39. T?enty-tr,ro Menber States provlded infornation on their rneasures for prevention
of disability, mahy of whon stated that prevention is glven high priority in
disability prograrmes. Sorne replies (ChiIe, chana, Japan, Ornan, the Philippines,
sri Lanka and Turkey) indicated that public information canpaigns play a najor role
in prevention. Australia has initiated a universal health care schene. Cuba and
Turkey provide genetic couhselling, and in the forner country th€ inportance of
early stinulation of infants is enphasized. China has made advances in prevention
of sensorial disabilities. fn the lederal Republic of cerrnany, the establishment
of local and mobile services conposed of interd i sc iplinary teams is planned, and in
Morocco social education centres have been set up to promote health awareness among
nothers and to protect the health of children, ,fapan is carrying out research on
the causes, prevention and treatnent of such disabilities as Downrs syndrone,
cerebral palsy' nuscular dystrophy and autisn, and early treatne[t of childhood
disabilities is one of the major priorlties in this Menber State's disability
progrann€s. The Netherlands has introduced provisions to ensure that important
aspects of prevention ar€ takeh into consideration, as contained in
paragraphs 13 (a) and 13 (b) of the World Programrne of Actlon concerning Disabted
Persons' and regional teans have been introduced for the early recognition of
chiLdhood disabilities, in conformity with paragraph 14 of the l{orld prograrune.
Panama indicated thaL special attention is being given to pEevention in rural areas.

40. Several repLies indicated that neasures are being undertaken to prevent or
reduce the lncidence of traffic and other accidents (cuba, Czechoslovakia, Haiti,
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Oman' Turkey, the United Kingdom of creat Britain and Northern lreland and
Uruguay). In the United Kingdon, conpulsory wearing of seat-belts for drivers and
front-seat passengers of autonobiles has been introduced. Haiti plans"to develop a
system of trafflc accident prevention, lncluding provision of ambulances, as part
of its disabillty progrannes durlng the Decade of Disabled persons.

41. several Member staLes indicated special progranunes for prevention. The united
Kingdom has launched a joint campalgn with voluntary organlzations to increase
imnunity to rubella arnong schoolgirls and women of child-bearing age. Morocco and
Turkey reported on development of policies to combat environmental pollution, and
in the former country family-planning neasures are lncluded in prevention
activities. fn portugal, anong various progrannes to prevent disabilities, the
followlng have been undertaken: early diagnostic examination of pregnant h,onen and
treaLrnent of preghant wonen; imrnunlzation campaigns against neasles, and systenatic
check-ups for children. o!flan is forrnulatlng a nationar pran to elininate leprosy
and in 1982 a scientific synposium was held to identify types of disability, their
causes and rnethods for prevention.

42. Flve replies rnentioned the importance of immunization campaigns and nutrition
in their prevention progrannes (Cuba. Morocco, ornan, Turkey and Uruguay), and in
cuba, poliomyelitis has been successfully eradicated. The Haitian NationaL council
will undertake neasures during the Decade of Disabled persons to control the
incldence of pollomyelitis and other disabring diseases. onan and uruguay reported
on efforts to control the use of alcoholic beverages and drugs. Thailand plans to
conduct research on dlsability that will be used as a basis for implementing
programn€s on prevention and rehabltitation and will pronote lneasures to prevent
mental disabirities. one Menber state (the unlon of soviet sociarist Republics)
stated that an article of its Constitution deals with prevention of disabilities.
(f) Bilateral technical co-operatlon

43. Four l'lember states reported on their technical co-operatlon activities. The
Canadian fnternational Devetopnent Agency supported in 1982/1983 about 250 projects
by non-governnental organizationsr with a strong emphasis on rehabilitation, and in
addition 3l international co-operation and developnent service projects on
prevention of dlsability h'ere assisted. Finland is carrying out disability
projects in co-operation rr'ith developing countries. Sweden provided support to
organlzations of disabled persons, and a study group was set up to ensure the needs
of disabled persons in bllateral developnent aid prograrnnes. The World Health
Organization and the University of euebec (Canada) provlded experts who
corlaborated with Haitian authorities on development of physiotherapy services inFaiti. Sweden is collaborating with the Centre for Social Developrnent and
Hunanitarian Affairs, Departnent of rnternational Econonic ahd social Affairs, on
the compilation of a check-list on equalizatlon of opportunltles for disabled
persons" Financial aid to Disabled peoples' fnternational is belng planned by
Sweden.

44- Teh Member states responded to the questlon of housing for disabred persons
and neasures for ensuring their accessibility to the physical environnent of
society. Betgiun, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republlc, Cyprus, Finland,
Japan' the Nelherlands and Onan have undertaken steps to rnake public buildings and

(s)
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transportation accessible to persons r,rth dlsabilities, and one Mernb€r state
{srl lanka) plans to include access in its disability programnes during the Decade
of Disabled Persons. fn the Byelorusslan Sovlet Socialist Republic, occupation
hornes are provided for disabled persons for their rehabilitation and reintegration
lnto social life. fn Sireden, special grants ar€ availabl-e for adaptation of
apartnents for disabled persons ln exlstlng buildings' and a new Planning and
Building Act is to be enacted. Japan has adopted neasures to assist disabled
persons in securing suitable housing,

45. An independent Access Cotnmittee has been established in the United Kingdorn to
serve as a nationat focal polnt on accessibility natters and to assist in the
preparation of an amendment to building regulations to provide access for disabled
persons to public buildings.

(h) Recreation ahd sports

46. The participation of disabted persons in recr€ation and sports, as well as in
other leisure-tine activities, including their accessibility to such facilities, is
another area of concern reported on by sone Menber States. For exaftple' in
Belgiun, the fhird Spartakiad cames for Disabled Persons were held ln Brussels
(!,lay 1983), and the Fourth spartakiad is foreseen for 1984. In chile, olympic
garnes were held for nentally handicapped children, china undertook a nunber of
sports-related activities, including the foundation of a national sports
association for disabled persons. rn Czechoslovakia, holiday facilities are being
deveLoped for disabled persons, Haitl has inltlated a national Sports cames for
llandicapped children, and Morocco is assisting dlsabled athletes through the
provision of technical aids. Sumner canps for disabled chlldren and adolescents
have been establlshed in Tdtkey, and a variety of cultural' sports and artistic
conpetitions for disabled persons are held annually in the country. fn Sri Lanka,
sports activities for disabled persons were pronoted and equipment \tas supplied to
th€ participants.

47. The fnternational canes for the Dlsabled were held in l6ng fsland, New York,
United States of tunerica, fron 16 to 30 June 1984. One thousand eight hundred
athletes with disablllties fron approximately 50 countries particlpated ln the
conpetitions.

(i) Basic data collection and applications

48. Countries have increasingly recognized that in order to provide a quantltatlve
basis for policies and programrnes aimed at equalization of opportunities, a broad
range of data on the social, economic and environrnental circunstances of disabled
persons is needed, in addition to data on their heallh status. such data are best
collected in household surveys and the United Natlons National Household Survey
capabtlity Prograrnme (NEscP) provides a conprehensive franework for assistance to
countrles in developing their survey progrannes. At the present tine, about
one third of nore than 50 developing counlries who expect to participate in NHSCP

have indlcated a specific interest in coverlng health and disability issues in
their survey wor k.
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49.

C. v€asures undertaken by the United Netions systeF

The ceneral Assernbly, in paragraph 3 of resolution 37/53, reguestdd all
organs, organizations and agencies of the united Nations sysLen to fornulate and
undertake neasures within their respective spheres of cornpetence, to ensure early
inplernentation of the world programrne of Action concerning Disabred persons, andrequested, in particular, the regional comlissions to implenent suitable
programmes, on the uhderstanating that effective consultatlon and co-ordination
anong the various bodies were essential.

I. United l\rations

50. within the United Nations, the centre for social Development and HunanitarianAffalrs of the Department of rnternatlonal Economic and sociar Affairs has beendesignated, in accordance rrith paragraph 156 of the world programre of Action, the
focar point for co-ordinating and monitoring the implementation of the tlorlat
Programrne of Action, including its review and appraisal. The under-secretary_
General for the Department of rnternational Economic and social Affairs ls also
desiqnated Progrdlme Manager of the Trust Fund for the rnternational year ofDlsabled Persons (see also chap. flf on the Trust Fund).

51. Through consultative missions and projects flnanced by the Trust Fund, thecentre for social Development and Humanitarian Affalrs assists covernnents, atthelr request, in the design of national por-icies and programnes on disabrlityprevention and rehabilitatlon, and equaLization of opportunitles for persons withdisabilitles within the frarnework of the world progranrne of Action concerningDisabled Persons- The centre is corlaborating with the statistical office of the
united Nations secretariat in assisting covernments in deslgning and inplementlngdata-collection activities concerned with disabled persons and in makinl effective
use of the results' and in the preparation of technical manuals and case studies oncollecttng and using disabllity statisticsi for thls purpose an expert group
neeting on disability statistics was held in April 19g4. The centre ls arso
involved in the establishnent of a monitoring systen to be based, lnter aria. on
careful col.Lection and conpllation of lndicators, statistics and other information,in accordance with paragraphs 194-199 of the world prograrune of Action, inco-operatlon with the statisticar offrce of the united Nations secretariat and
relevant United Nations agencles.

52. The Centre is also undertaking studies on national and internationalleglsration for €qualizatlon of opportunities for disabrett personst and on theextent, causes and consequences of disabrlity. Trro issues of the periodicar
techhical publlcation Disabled persons Bulretln have been issued. rn response coparagraph5ofeenera1@3,thecentreispreparing,in
corlaboration with the relevant speciarlzed agencies, a check-list aeartng with theequalization of opportunlties for disabled p.i"orr" that could be used by
consultants in discusslon with covernments of Member states. The centre, also inresponse to paragraph 6 of ceneral Assenbly resolution 37/53, ls conpilinginfornation on availabre technical and flnahcial resources to asslst developingcountries ln the prevention of drsabrtrty, rehabirrtation and eoualrzation ofopportunities.
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53. ltle Centre has, in response to a request frotn the seven Arab States of the
culf area' submitted a proposal as to how to identify and meet th€ needs of
disabled persons in this region. Consultative nissions to assist in the
preparation of national programnes of action concerning disabled persons are also
to be undertaken in nrany developing countries, such as Angola, Caneroon, Congo,
Djiboutt, Guinea, ,tanaica, l.torocco, Peru and Swazlland.

54. fn response to Economic and Soclal counciL resolution 1984/26 of 24 May 1984,
which was adopted on the recommendation of the commlssion on Hurnan Rlghts' the
Centre will be participating in a study that rrill be undertaken by a special
rapporteur to be appointed by the Sub-Conunission on Preventlon of Discrinination
and Protection of Minorities on the casual connection between serlous violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and disability, and of the progress made to
alleviate problems. The Council has requested the Sub-Corunission to submit lts
views and recommendations, through the Connission on Hunan Rights and the
conmisslon on Social Developnent, to the Council at its first regular session
in 1985. The Council also decided exceptionally to include in tbe agenda of its
flrst regular sesslon of 1986 a special iten on disabled persons to coincide vrith
the apFroach, in 1987, of the nid-point of lhe United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons, in order to allow for a fulL debate of that report.

55. The Economic and Social Council, in its decision L984/L42. decided that the
report entitJ-ed 'rPrinc j.ples, guidelines and guarantees for the protection of
persons detalned on grounds of nental ilt-heatth or suffering fron nental disorderr'
@/Ct{.4 /Strb.2 /1983/I7l , prepared by a special rapporteur, should be published and
given the widest possibte distribution in all the official languages of the United
Nations, The study, which contains a number of reconmendations for action,
partlcularly by Statesr for the protection of the fundamental freedoms, hurnan and
legal rights of such disabled persons. will be released as a United Nations
publlcation in due course.

56. The Departnent of Technical Co-operation for Developrnent has promoted action
and resources in technical co-operation activities in the fleld of disability
statlstics through provislon of regular progranme-financed short-terrn advisory
servlces. This included in January 1984 the funding of advisory missions to Egypt,
Jordan, and the Libyan Arab Janahlriya to assist ln the establishnent of disability
statistics as a basis for formutatlng relevant national policies and progranrnes.
As a result of needs identified by these missions, resources are nor., being lnade
avallable for further work on disability statistiss in the weatern Asia region.
The Departnent is also provldlng advisory services to developing countries in the
Afrlcan and Anerican regions to neet urgent n€eds ln policies, planning and Project
formuiation for natlonal irnplementation of the world Programne of Action.

57. The Departnent of Publlc Informatlon of the Unlted Nations Secretariat is
preparing an education kit on the United Nations Decade of Dlsabled Persons, and a
serles of feature articles on current trends ln the field of disabillty.
Arrangenents are being nade for meetinga and panel discusslons for the nedia and
promi.nent disabled persons in the United States of America, eo be held in
co-operation with the American Association of Dlsability Counsellors.
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58. Activities and projects undertaken by the Dlvision of Narcotic Drugs of the
secretariat reflect the recoghition of the relationship between drug dependency and
disability, In sup,porting the lvorld Progranrne of Action for Disabl-ed Persona, the
Division's activities, including those in support of the International Drug Abuse
control Strategy, will be enhanced during the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons, 19 83-t 99 2.

59. The activities of the Bcononic and Social Comnission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) relating to disabled persons lncluded an Expert Group Meeting on the
Development and Utilization of Local l{anpower and fechnology for Disability-related
services in Rural and Poverty Areas of the Asia-Pacific region, held from
2l February to I March 1983, which endorsed the TCDC (technical co-operation among
developing countries) approach in di sabil ity-related progranmes. That meeting
proposed a regional resource network for dissernlnatlon of infornation, personnel
deveJ-oprnent and research purposes, and reconmended that ESCAP co-ordinate and serve
as a focal point for regional co-operation actlvitles. Other activities included
the development of a regional programne in support of disability prevention and
rehabilitationi and the identification of national rehabilitation facilities in the
region that could constitute the regional resource neth'ork for technical
co-operation. ESCAP on request also advlsed on the wor1d Programne of Action
conponent related to the regional support service in disability prevention and
rehabil"italion of the Technical Co-oDeration Centre of the covernment of the
Phil ippines.

60. The Econonic Conrnission for Africa (ECA) has undertaken a detailed study to
examine the sltuation of dlsabled persons in the Afrlcan region, and to revier.r and
evaluate the progress achieved tonards the implementation of a regional plan of
action for dlsabled persons. on the basis of the study, ECA is reviewing its
prograrule for disabled persons in order to achleve early and effective
implementatlon of the WorLd Programrne of Action as it relates to Africa. Advisory
services are also beinq provided to Menber States, at their request, in reviewinq
their national pollcies and programnes, with the enphasls on equalization of
opportunities, rehabilitation and social integration.

61. ECA is aLso initiating projects at the subregional and regional levels to
assist Member States in inplementlng their prograrnnes and to encourage co-operation
anong then, to enable then to run joint progranmes for research and trainlng on a
cost-€ffective basis. The Comrnission ls giving technicaL support to the African
Rehabilitation Institute in co-operation with the organization of African Unity and
fnternational T,abour Organisation. This fnstitute will be a decentral,ized
service-oriented faclllty that wlll nake use of existing facilities in African
countries.

62. The Econonic Comnission for Europe (ECE) nentions that nain activlties
relatinq to disabled persons carried out by the fnl"and Transport Comnittee and its
specialized subsidiary bodles, including prevention of traffic accidents and the
facilitation of flrovenent of disabled persons. The Inland Trahsport Commlttee airns
to achieve the lnternational harrnonization of rules and regulations concerning road
traffic and construction of road vehicles. lihite most of these activities are
pertinent to preventlon of dj.sability as a resurt of road traffic accidents, others
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deal more specifically wlth the conditlon of disabLed persons. prior to the
adoption of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons, a
reconmendation on nMeasures intendlng to facilitate the nov€ment of handicapped
persons ln trafflci (TRANS/SC.1/294,2Rev,3 ) had already been adopted. work was
continued on the elaboratlon of reconnendatlons on the transport of disabled
persons in publlc service vehicles, and on guidelines for adaptation of passenger
cars to the needs of disabled persons.

63. The activlties of the Unlted Nations fndustrial Developnent Organization
concerninq the irnplementation of the World prograrnne of Action focus on the
prevention of disabilities by providing technical assistance for the nanufacture of
vaccines and drugs. UNIDO also has a prograrune on industrial production of
biologicals wlth the obj€ctive of assisting developing countries in nranufacturing
conventional vaccines, rnodern biotechnical vaccines and btood products, i.e. hunan
plasna fractions, sera and inmunoqlobul ins.

64. The Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief co-ordinator (ItNDRo) has
introduced in its booklet Disasters and the Disabled some nek' instructions for
assessingthesizean.lsca@d1sabfedpersons.The
revised edition of the booklet is issued to united Nations Development programne
Resident Representatives for their d isaster- related responsibilities.

55. The Office of the United Nations High Comnissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
contlnues to give particular atteneion to the problens of disabled refugees.
Guidelines tere issued in 1983 to field offices on the identification of and
assistance to disabl.ed refugees and other groups vrith special needs. Surveys were
also undertaken to asgess the needs of refugees nith nental, physical and sensory
disabilities in asylum countries, The Trust Fund of the High Corunlssioner for
Refugees was used to assist individual refugees and to finance surveys and group
projects. Projects were established in 15 countries to neet identified needs and
prornote durable solutions th rough sel"f-reliance.

66. The United Nations Development Prog ranrne (ttNDP) has encouraged covernnents to
incrude within thelr rerevant country progranmes altocations bearing on prevention
of disability and rehabllitation of disabled persons. UNDP is also taking part ln
efforts at prevention of avoidable disability through the project TMPACT (see
para. 74) in co-operatlon with the centre for Social Developrnent and Hunanitarian
Affairs, the United Nations ChiLdren's pund and Wortd Health Orqanization.

2. specl al I z€d egencies

67. The sixty-nlnth session of the fnternational Labour Conference adopted in
June 1983 two new international instruments: Convention 159 concerning Vocational
Rehabilitation and Enploynent (Disabled Persons) and Recomtnendation 168 concernlng
Vocational Rehabilitatlon and Ernplol.ment (Disabled persons). The new standards
suggest new approaches to the prornotion of enplolment opportunities for dlsabted
persons, wlth eflphasis given to the role of enployers t and trorkers' organizations,
as well as to organizations of disabled persons thenselves in the organization and
developnent of rehabilitation services. The fnternational Labour
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Organisation {ILO) is planning an active research and publlc infornation service to
serve Irtember States, non-qovernnental orqanlzations and individual professionals.
Research is planned on the problern facing disabled women in gaining access to
vocatlonal rehabilitation services. fIO's vocational rehabilitatlon activities are
closely co-ordinated wlth the prograrunes of other agencies and organizations ktithin
and outside the United Nations svstern.

58. fl,o is involved in a rapidly €xpanding programne of technlcal co-operation and
is providing advice and assistance to nore than 40 countries at Present. special
ernphasis is being given to the development of cormnun ity-based rehabilitation
services in rural areas, to the training of grass-root level rehabilitation staff
and to the developnent of indigenous resources.

69. The Pood and Agriculture organization of Lhe United Nations (FAo) is involved
in a nurnber of activities concerned with prevention of disability, and has
deslgnated a focal point within the organization to stirnulate organization-wide
interest ln these activlties. In particuLar, FAo is involved in nutritlon
intervention and food control to prevent il.Iness and disability. A number of joint
action prograrnnes are ained at the control of vector-borne diseases. An
inter-agency progranme is being carrled out with the united Nations Development
Programe, world Health Organizalion and the world Bank, to control river blindness
in west Afrtca. Tralnlng activities in forestry, fiahery and other Prograrnnes take
into account accident prevention as well as nutritional and sanitation rneasures
that nay reduce disabling effects.

70. The United Nations Educatlonal, Scientific and Cultural Organization (t I,IESCO)

in 1983 started a project concerning training of personnel involved in the
educatlon of disabled persons. The prinary ain of the project ls to encourage the
developnent of education of disabled students withln the ordinary educational
structures. To reinforce the training of personnel vtorking with disabled people.
teachersr guidelines wlll be drafted in 1984-1985, An interd lsc lpl inary study is
planned on lhe socio-cultural aspects of disability and the implications for
educational action. A subregional special education project for eastern and
southern Afrlca, which was started during I98l' has now entered its second phase.
?hirteen countries are associated lrith the projectr lrhich focuses on training of
special education personneL' the development of support training naterials'
informatioh and docunentation services and advisory services to Menber States.
This project has also glven special attention to the Declaration of the Rlghts of
Mentally Retarded Persons.

77. The world Health organlzation (WHo) has provided prevention of disability
through the Expanded Progranne on Immunization, aini.ng at irnnunization of all
children by 1990 against the six major kitling and disabling diseasesi the special
Progranne for Research and Training in Tropical Diseasesi the Accident Prevention
Programne to pronote safety rneasures and to develop public education techniques
related to trafflc accidentsi the Progranme for the Prevention of Blindness and the
onchocerciasis control Progranme ln the volta River Basini inproved perinatal care
efforts promoted by the Division of Maternal and child Health; the Division of
Mental Health ls invotved in efforts to develop better prevention of nental
retardation, nental diseases, alcoholisn and drug abusei the cardio-vascular
Diseases Progranme has conponents studyinq the prev€ntion of cardlo-vascular
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dlseases; lhe Nutritlon prograrun€ ains at preventing narnutritron by education,food production and distribution. rn the field of rehabiritation wHo deveroped a
T:nu:l .:n:itled Training pisabled people in the Corununirv, in cotfaboration withLhe united Nations secretariat, ur.lncRl-ffifffi]-Tr,o and uNEsco, The manual is beingused as a practicar operationar tool to inplenent comnunity-based rehabiritationprogralnmes in twenty-four developlng countrles. cuidelines have also been producedto facilitate translation of the rnanual into vernacurar languages and for itsadaptatlon to suit local conditions, A guide r.ras prepared for the training ofintermediate-.r evel personner who rn turn wourd train and supelvise cofirnuni ty-levelpersonnel for comrnun ity-based rehabilitation. The cuidelines forof Cuxricufa for the EducaEion of

es have been revised. A ou on nanaging comnunity-based rehabilltation isunder preparation.

3. fnter-agency collaboration
12. The ceneral Assenbly, in paragraph 4 of its resolution 32/53, requested thesecretary-General to establish i nter-organi zat iona I task forces in order to providesupport services for the exchange of technical lnfornation and transfer oftechnology and know-how, as well as other actlvities for the developnent oftechhical co-operation in the fields of prevention, rehabilitation and equalizationof opportunities in developing countries. wrthin the existing "trrng.r"nt" fo,inter-agency co-ordination in order to support national and regionai activities inthe developing regions in the fier.ds of prevention of drsability, rehabilitationand equalization of opportunities for disabteal persons.

73' The issue of inter-organi zationar task forces was discussed during the firstand second inter-agency meetings on the Decade of Dlsabled persons, heidrespectively in ceneva (30 and 31 May 1983) and in Vienna (3 and4 septenber 1984). The latter meeting recorunended that task forces on tnefoLl,ov,ing topics should be estabrished at national, regional and internationarlevels, in collaboration with relevant agencies and organizations of theUnited Nations systen, the Centre of world Organizations fnterested in theHandicapped and Disabfed peoples' tnternationll: (a) pubric educatlon to createfurther avrareness of the united Nations Decade of Disabred p€rsonsi (b) areveropnentand operat ional i zat ion of disabirity 
"on".pi"i (c) human resources 

- 

deveropnent,(d) technical aids and appr_opriate technorogres at regionar revelsi (e) supportservices (see docunent ACC/Igg4/pc/I7) . thi recomnendation of the inter_agency
meeting will be further reviewed by the consurtative conmlttee on substantive
Questions (Proqranrne Matters) of the Adminlstrativ€ corunittee on Co-ordination atits first regular session in 1985.

74' rMPAcr is an internationar progranme spons.red by uNDp, i{Ho and tr{rc'F andfunded by voluntary cohtributions for the purpo"e of attacking causes and
consequences of avoidable disablement, spread renedies and prornote low_costpreventlon measures. when .r.aunched in rndia in october rgg3, rMpAcr issued the
Ner/' Delhi Decl"aration, the first nationar plan of actioh against avoidabledisablemeht undertaken by a country during the united Nations Decade of DisabredPersons' The Ner'r Delhi Declaration states priorities in prevention and curative
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lntervention such as restoring sight to about five nillion curable cases of
blindness. Sinllar progralmes aim at restoring movement to l0 nillion
orthopaedically disabled persons, hearing to five million deaf persons and
correcting one rnillion leprosy irnpairrnents. shortly after the launching of rMpAcr,
the first
Thailand.

77. The World Federation for Mental Health
Societies for Persons lrith uental Handlcap
goals and objectives of the world progranune
during the Decade of Disabled persons.

fn
carnp of Thailand was organized by the Opthalnology Society of
April 1984, the "Polio,-Free Madras by 1985" campaign was Launched and

4,000 children received their first dose of orar polio vaccine in ress than three
hours. The campaign is planned to be extended to 200,000 children under the ageof six. Agreenent was reached trlth the Kenyan covernnent to launch fMPAcT ih Kenya
during the second half of 1984. plans are being developed to join the efforts of
UNDP, rro' uNEsco and lirto arrangements for inter-agency co-ordination, in order to
support nationar and regional activities ln the developing regions in the fietds of
prevention, rehabilitation and equallzation of opDortunities.

D. Organizations of disabled persons

75. fn paragraph 7 of resolutlon 37,/53. the Secre tary-ceneral was requested to
continue to glve appropriate priority, within the programmes for disabled persons,
to activities rel-ated to organizations of disabled persons.

76. Several international non-governnental organizations of and for disabled
persons reported on their activities. The Disabled peoples t rnternational (Dpr)
I1'as founded in December 1981- at its flrst World Congress in Singapore, withr
inter alia, support from the united Natlons Trust Fund for the rnternational year
of Disabled Persons. DPI is a rnulti-d i sabil ity federation of organizations of
disabled persons with contacts in about g5 countries. rts objectives are to
provide expertise, resources and training to assist disabled persons ln acquiring
the self-hetp skills needed to achleve better socio-econonic conditions in their
own cornmunities. To obtain these goals, Dpf sponsored leadership training seminars
in Dakar, S€negal, Bangkok, Thalland, and Barbados. Dpf is also ainlng at making
disabled personsr organizations rnore farniliar \,ith internatlonal developnent issues
and conversely those working in the field of international development nore
famillar with the needs and abilities of disabled persons. To initiate this
process an fnternational Synposiun on Developrnent is being planned for
I to 5 october 1984 in Jamaica.

and the fnternationaL League of
expressed interesC in inplernenting the
of Action concerning Disabled Persons

E. Forrnulation of natlonaL policies and progranrnes

78. The General Assembly, in paragraph I0 of its resolution 37153, requested all
Governn€nts in a position to do so, the United Nations Developnent programme and
all relevant United Nations organs, organlzations and agencies to assist
Governments of developing countries, at their request. in the formulation of
national policies and prograrrnnes for disabled persons.
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79. As indicated in paragraphs 43 and 5l above, advisory services, technical
co-op€ration and financial resources are being provided by a number of Governments
as vrell as by bodies of the United Nations system to developing countries in the
fornulation of national policies and progranrn€s for disabled persons.

!'. United Nations D€cade of Disabled Persons

80. The General Assenbly. i.n paragraph lt of its resolution 37/53. prrc].ained the
period 1983-1992 United Nations Decade of Disabted persons as a long-tern pLan of
action, on lhe understanding that no additi.onal resources frorn the United Nations
systern vtill be needed for this purpose' and encouraged Member states to utilize
that period as one of the neans to irnplement the Wortd Programme of Action
concerning Disabled PersonE,

SL The Secretary-General has reviewed the World Prograrnme of Action concerning
Disabled persons r,rith the ain at identifying priority areas for action at the
national. regional and interregional I€vels during the Decade. The following areas
were considered of rnajor inportance:

(a) One of the rost inportant institutional arrangenents at the national
leve1 consists of the national disability conniltees that lrere created during the
fnternational Year of Disabled persons in most Menber States. These comtnittees
should continue and, if necessary, be strengthened so as to be able to carry out
the vrork during the Decade of Disabled Persons on a more pernanent basis. They
should include representation of organizations of disabled personsi

(b) Member States should be encouraged to revlew their national legislation,
especially legislation retated to human rights and to social assistance and
security' with the airn of eradicating all discrirninatory and segregating elenents.
when reviewing the legislation consideration should be given to the realization of
the objective of full participation of disabled persons and their organizations in
the decision-naking processes in various seclors of society;

(c) countries should give high priority to further inprovenents in collectlon
of basic data on disabled persons on a regular basis and to close collaboration
beth'een users and pxoducers of these data in the analysis of data requirenents and
use of the resultj.ng data. NationaL and lnternational technical co-operation and
donor agencies and other interested international organizations, including
non-governnental organizatiohs. should provide every possibte assistance to
interested countries in this field. in th€ context of developing natlonal
statistical capabitities and uses of disability datai

(d) Rules and regulations ensuring accessibility to buildings and facilltles
should be established. In the view of the Secretary-ceneral consideration should
be glven by the National Disability Conmittees as a priority to ensuring that no
ne$ buifdings or institutions are built lrithout due consideration to the
accessibility problem for varlous categories of disabled personst

(e) Special attention should also be given to an adeguate provision of
technical a ids;
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(f) Prevention of disabillty' both in the nedical and in the social field,
should be given high priority. Since prevention covers a vast area, detalled
guidelines for priorities should be worked out for the Decade of Disabled Personsi

(S) Equalization of opportunities within the educational system should be
another nain issue during the Decadei

(h) Public infornation and evaluation elernents should be built into at1
proqranmes i

(i) At the international level the nanaqenent of the Trus! Fund, the
establishnent of effectiv€ services for exchange of information, and the monitoring
and evaluation of the inplementation of the World Progranne of Action are closely
linked activities to support activities during the Decade at all Ieve1s. ft would
be useful to establish guidelines on how best to undertake activities for the
Decadei such guidelines vrould not only assist Menber States to formulate and
inplement long-tern national plans and proqrannes but would also assist in
co-ordinating the activities of the United Nations systen and those of the
non-governnental organizatlons.

82. Plans for the observahce of the Decade were discussed at an inter-agency
meeting with the participation of non-gov€rnmental organizations, which took place
in Vienna on 3 and 4 Septenber 1984. The meeting agreed that the Centre for Social
Developnent and Hunanitarian Affairs should formulate prioritles concerning the
inplernentation of the Wor1d Programme of Action during the Decade of Disabled
Persons. The neeting also agreed to recommend that due consideration should be
given by C'overnnents, Unlted Nations organizations and specialized agencies, as
well as by relevant non-governmental organizations, to possible secondnent of staff
to the Centre to enable it to fulfit its tasks and assume its leadershlp role for
the implenentation of the World Programme (see document ACC/L984/PG/L7, .

83. The 30th AnnuaL Meeting of the Council of world organizations fnterested in
the Handicapped held in Paris, 12 and 13 Decenber 1983, adopted a resolution on the
Decade of Disabled Persons, in which the vlew was expressed that the objectives of
the Decade cannot be achleved without strong and effective leadership fron the
United Nations Secretariat. Furthermore, the Chair of the Council was requested to
convey to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations the vierr of the Council and
its 48 nenber organizations that a higher priority must be assigned to the
planning, nanagement and financing of the Decade, and that additionaL resources of
funds and personnel must be nade avaiLable for this purpose, During the fifteenth
world Congress of Rehabilitation International, held on 4 to I June 1984 in iisbon,
a strong interest in the Decade was also expressed.

84, At th€ world congress, a special interest session was arranged to enable a
discussion of the Decade and the irnpJ-enentation of lhe World Progra[ule of Action.
An active interest r.ras expressed by the delegates and fol-lolr-up consultations \dere
held concerning Che possible structuring of activity to support the goals of the
Decade.

85. Rehabilitation rntexnational strongly supports the position of the Council of
I,for 1d organizations fnterested in the Haldlcapped that additional resources,
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particularly of personnel, nust be nade available for lhe implementalion of these
imporlan! decisions of Ehe General Assenbly. Concern was expressed that, without
such leadership frorn lhe United Nations, the nomentuft thal was generated by the
International Year of Disabled Persons would be los!'

G, National days and weeks for the disabled

86. In paragraph 12 of feso].ut Lon 37/531 Governnents were encouraged to proclain
naLional days for the disabled. Finland, Haiti and Japan rePorted that special
days for disabled [Ersons have been observed in these counLries. In Turkey, a
National 1,9eek of Di.sabled Persons has been designated, and National Days for
Disabled Persons have been proclaimed for the various categories of disabilities.

H. Human resources develoPment

87. In paragraph 13 of resolution 3'1/53, ineernational organizations and funding
bodies were urged to give higher priority !o human resources developnent' in
particular to training activities in the fields of prevention and rehabilitaliont
and !o enhance the equalization of opportunities and the paticipation of disabled
persons.

88. In 1983 the Unifed Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization
started a project concerning training of personnel involved in the education of
disabted peEsons, To reinforce the training of personnel working wirh disabled
persons, teachers' guidelines wil]. be elaborated in 1984-1985.

89. The tiorld Health Organization has sponsored several training workshops and
coulses such as the Regional vlorkshop on Rehabilitalion of the Disabled in the
Community, New Delhi, Decernber 1982t a regi.onal workshop on Manpower Development
for Rehabil"itation' held in the Philippines in January 1984i natj.onal training
courses in Botsvrana, Burrna, China, Haiti. Janaica and Saint Lucia' h'hich were held
in L983. In addition. a regional course on planning and nanagenent of
rehabiilation progranmes was held in l,lanila in Novenber 1983. Furthernore. such
courses are planned in the form of correspondence courses'

I. The Internalional Youth Year

90. In paragraph 14 of resolution 37/53, the organizations of the Uniled Nations
systen were reguested to recognize the needs of disabled persons in their
activiii.es relating to the fnternational Youth Year and in the international and
regional congresses and neetings that they Sponsor.

91. Issues related to disabled youth were discussed at the second inter-agency
neeting on the Uniled Nations Decade of Disabled Persons held in vienna
on 3 and 4 september 1984 and also j.n lhe foltowing non-governnental organization
neetings3 the 30th annual meeting of the Council of World Organizalions Interested
in the Handicappedr held in Paris in December 1983, and the Rehabililalion
International Congress, held in Lisbon in June 1984.

/...
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92. Assessment of the regional situation concerning disabled youth and
consideration of disabled youth Problems in regional plans and Proposals vas
included in the fotlowing regional neetings of International Youth Year: European
Meeting held in Romania on 5-9 septenber I983t Economic and social conmission for
Asia and the Pacific meeting held at Bangkok on 26-30 JuIy 1983, Economic
corunission for Latin Arnerica meeting held in san Jose' Costa Rica on
3-? october 1983t Economic commission for Africa meeting held in Addis Ababa
on 20-24 June 1983 and Econonic Cofimission for Ideseern Asia meeting held ln Baghdad
on 9-13 ocrober 1983.

J. Revision of the world Health Organj.zation definitions

93. rn paragraph 15 of resolut Lon 37/53, the liorld Health organizalion (nHo) was

requested, j.n the li.ght of lhe experience of the International Year of Disabled
Persons, !o review its definitions of inpairnent' disability and handicap in
consultati.on with organizalions of disabled persons and other appropriate bodies'

94. v,iHo has reporied that the experinental- classification for which Ehese

definitions were fornulated will be undergoing scrutiny. $lork on the practical
utility of the concept and content is already under nay in several countries. llHo
intends Eo gather as wide a range of experiences as Possible as a first step to a

detailed review during 1985 of the use of che classification and its underlying
concepts. This woxk lrill involve the major bodies associaEed with disab.Ied
persons.

95. The Statisticat Office of the Uniled Nalions Secretariat is collaborating witb
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, the Econonic conni'ssion
for Europe and wHo in reviewing nagional practices in lhe definilion and
classiflcagion of disabilily in population censuses and household surveys' v.tith a

view to determining the mos! practical concepts and cl-ass i f ications for use in this
concext, The results and conclusions wil-I be incorPorated in the united Nations
report on the use of suxveys for collecting disability statistics on disabled
persons' to be Published in 1985.

III. UNITED NATIONS TRUST FUND FOR THE INTERNATIONAI
YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS

A. Backg round

96. The ceneral Assembly, in its resolution 38/281 recoqnized lhe desirability of
the continuation of the Trust Fund for the Internalional Year of Disabled Persons
throughout the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons for the benefit of
disabled persons, particularly those in developinq countries. The General Assenbly
decided that the Trust Fund should conCinue its activilies pending a report by the
Secre tar y-General to Ehe Assembly at ies thirty-ninth session, which should include
reconnendations for the further irnplemenlation of the world Progranrne of AcEion
concerning Disabled Persons' the funding of such activities by voluntary
conlributions' the possible terms of reference of a trust fund for the United
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Nations Decade of Disabred persons, the inplenentation of the provisions containedin Assembry resolugi-on 36/77 of, 8 December 1981 concerning the organization ofsuPpo!t services for technical co-operati.on in favour of alisableat persons, as well
as the organization of task forces mentioned in Assembly resolution 37/53.

97- The Generar Assenbryr also in ics resorution 3g/2g, stressed the need that the
administration of the Trust Fund shoutd continue to be carried out as an integralpart ot the substantive responsibirities for disability natters discharged by the
United Nations Secretariat, The ceneral Assembly reconmended that the resources of
the Trust Fund should be geared, rrithin the franetork of the United Nations Decade
of, Di.sabled Persons, towards the inplenentation of the t{orld programme of Actionconce!nrng Disabled persons and lovrards helping persons with disabilities to
organize lhemselves. towards assisting in implenenling support and consurtativeservices for technical co-operation and inler-organizational task forces, and
lowards strengthening the activities of the regional commissions in the field ofdisability prevention and the advancenent of persons with disabirities.

B. Desiqnalion and class i f ication

98, At its thirty-seventh session, the ceneral Assenbly adopted, in its
resolution 37/52' Lhe glorld Programme of Action concerning Disabled persons andl inits resorution 37/53, procrairned the period r9g3-1992 the uniteal Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons as a long-tern plan of action, on the understanding that no
additionar resources from the united Nations systen eould be needed for this
purpose. The ceneral Assenbly, in its resolution 38/29, reguested the
secretary-Gener ar to undertake lhe necessary steps to strengthen the Trust Fund and
to enrist to lhis effect extrabudgetary resources as indicated in paragraph 158 of
Ehe horld prograrnne of Action.

99' Bearing this in mind and taking into consideration the above-menlioned guidingprinciples and directives of the ceneral Assenbly, and in view of the need toutirize resources fron the Trus! Fund for activities undertaken to inplement the
trorld Programme of Action concerning Disabred persons, particurarry during the
Decade, lhe secre tary-Generar recommends that che name of the Trust Fund be changed
!o united Nati.ons Fund for Disability !o refrect nore accuratery lhe purpose of the
Fund.

I00. fhe Trust Fund would be ctassified
accordanc€ with rules and procedures of
nanagement of trust funds.

as a general purpose trust fund in
the United Nations on the establishnen! and

C. Terms of reference

101. The terms of reference of the Ttust Fund, set out be1ow, have been established
to refrec! the concerns of the cenerar Assenbry in its resolution 32133, therecoNnedation' of the world progranme of Act.ion concerning Disableat persons that
r.ras adopted by the ceneral Assenbly in its resolution 37/s2, lhe proclamation by
lhe General Assembly in its resolutlon 37/53 of the united Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons, 1983-1992, and Ehe priority areas for action as mentioned below.
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I02. The resources of the Trust Fund sha1l be used to finance inter alia:

(a) Consultative and advisory services !o l"lember states by the organizations
of the United Nationa system concerning the design and developnent of long-tern
national policies, plans and prograrnmes on disability #ilhin the franework of the
world progranme of Aclion concerning Disabled Personsi

(b) Technical co-operation activities in developing countries in the areas of
rehabilitalion and equa!-izagion of opportunities of disabled persons in order to
strengthen efforls of United Nations organizations with a view lo inplenenting the
reconmendalions ot the world Prograrune of Action and the guidelines on technical
co-operation contained in lhe Prograrnne of Aclion,

(c) Promoting the exchange of information, transfer of technology and
know-how between developed and developing countries and among developing countries
in the fields of prevention, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities in
developing countries for disabled personst

(d) The developlent of human resources and training activities through the
strengthening of organizations of disabl€d persons and the developrnent of skills
and abilities and potentials of disabled personsi

(e) Activities at the national, regional or international levels undertaken
through inter-agency collaboration for lhe prevenEion of disability and
rehabilitation of pe.rsons with disabilityt

(f) Data collection, research and analysis j.n lhe areas of disability
prevention, rehabilitation and egualization of opporlunities for persons with
disabil i ties ?

(9) Such olher activities and projects as deemed necessary to inplenent the
l{orld Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons.

D. Administration of lhe Trust Fund

103. The Trust Fund is governed by the United Nations financial rules and
regulations. The United Nations Unde r-Secretar y-General for the Department of
International Economic and Social Affairs is designated Prograrune Manager of the
Fund.

104. Project proposals submitted to the United Nations for financial support fron
the Trust Fund are reviewed and evaluated i.n accordance with the Eerms of reference
of the lrund. Allocation of resources is rnade to covernments and organizations for
project execulion.

E. Friorily areas for suppor! by the Trust Fund

I05. Based on the five yeals of experience in Che functioning of
on guiding principles conEained in the worl-d Progranne of Action

Trust Fund and
and



^/ 
39 / LgL

EngIish
Page 26

reconunendations of the cenerar Assembly, the forlowing priority areas for funding
by the Trust Fund during the Decade have been established:

(a) NaEional levet

(i) strengthening national co-ordinating corurliLtees on disability as a means
to develop special relationships l{ith and co-oldinate activiEies of the
ninistries responsible for planning, social assistance, health, education
and labour prograflules. Non-governrnental organizations, and in particular
organizations of disabled persons, should be represented in the
connittees;

(ii) strengthening organizations of disableil persons and neasures aimed at
developing the skills and abilities of disabled persons?

(iii) Preparation of long-tern national plans and programmes, including
collect.ion and evaluation of basic socio-economic data on disabled
persons, as needed for planning purposes,

(iv) Revies of existing legislation rel-ating to hunan rights and to social
assistance and security to eradicate all discrininatory and segregating
elenents in society, and to protect the rights of disabled persons? at
!h€ same eime proposals !o ensure full participation of disabled persons
in lhe decision-naking processes t

(v) Enacgment of rules and reguLations to ensure that no new buildings or
insEitulions are buil-t withoue due consideration to the accessi.bility
problen t

(vi) Prev€ntion of di,sabilicies, in accordance with specific guidelines to be
developedt

(vii) provision of technical aids and development of appropriate technologies
for processing of indigenous resourcesi

(viii) PubIic informagion and education canpaignsl

(ix) Training progranmes and slrengthening of traininq institutions in
devetoping countr ies t

(b) Regional and subregional levels

(i) Strengthening the support services and institutes or offices for the
exchange of inforrnation, knorrledge and experience. training of trainers
and Eransfer of technolog ies,

(il) Strengthening the regional commissions to help them develop suitable
regional progranmesi
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lnternational level

Develop statistlcal and soclal research methodolog ies, including
tectrnigues for constructlng and naintainlng data bases on disability, andassist interested countries in lmplementing these methods and techniques,

(ii) Select and conpile appropriate indicators for nonitoring and evatuatingln connection with the $lorld progrannme of Action,

(ii.i) Promoting interd isciplinary and inter-organ iu ational collaboration,
inter alia, through convening rrorkshops and seminars and the
estab].ishment of ad hoc inter-organi zatlonal task forcea to study in
depth specific is-sues or to advise on the arrangement of, support services,

{iv) strenglhening the inlernational- technical co-operatlon anong developing
countries in the dlsability field,

(c)

(i)

(v) Pronoling transfer of appropriate technology and
i.nformation betgreen count! ies t

(vi) Supporting public education canpalgns to pronote
recomnendations contained in the Viorld proqrarufle

know-hol, and exchange of

the policies and
of Action.

F. Activities of the Trust Fund

106. At the tine of preparation of the present report, a tolat- nunber
of 36 projects, represeneing a value of gUS 726,343 have been funded, with anaddilional 37 project proposals earnarked for funding, representing a total valueof 92,29I,6L0. Sone 40 projects are currently under review.

107. since the estabrishnent of the Trust Funal, financial support has been provided
in the follor.ring areas:

(a) Advisory and consultative gervices concerning the design of national
prograrrunes for the prevention of dlsabiliry, rehabirltation and equalization of
oPportunitj.es for disabled persons,

(b) Preparation of lechnical manuals and docunents to assist covernments in
the fierd of statistics and daEa corlection to be used as essentiar Eools for
launching prograrnmes of action,

(c) Participation of representatives of least developed countries in neetings
and seminars for lhe International year of Disabled persons,

(d) culEural activities and comnunity prograrunes,

(e) Eslablishrnent and slrengthening of organizalions of disabled persons;

(f) support services for the exchange of techni.car information and thetransfer of technology and know-bo , inclualing training couls€sr seminars and
1'orkshops t
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(S) Developnent and promotion of indigenous capacities and capabilities to
deal more effectively wj.th the prevention of disability, rehabilitation and
integration of disabled persons in their socielies.

108, A financial statemen! on the status of the Trust Fund for the biennium
1982-1983 ended 31 December 1983 is given in annex I. A brief description of a
number of projects already financed, and olhers being considered for financing by
lhe Trust Fund is given in annex II.

IV. EIIIPIOYIIENT oPPoRTUNITIES FOR DISABLED PERsoNs TIITHIN THE UNITED
NATIONS SYSTEI4 AND ACCESS TO ITS BUILDINGS, FACILITIES AND
INFORMATION SOURCES

109. In the Horld Progranme of Action concerning Disabled P€rsons, reference is
made to disabled personsr relaEions Eo the United Nations syslem. Paragraphs 162
and 200 read as follows:

nL62. In order to achieve the theme of the lnternational Year of
Disabled Personsr rFul1 participation and equalilyr, it is slrongly urged that
the United Nations sysrem nakes alt ite facilities totally barrier-free,
ensures that conmunicaEion is fully available to sensorially impaired persons'
and adopts an affirmalive action ptan that includes administrative policies
and practices to encourage the enplol'nenE of disabled persons in the entire
Unrted Nations systen. i

"200. The Secretary-General should report periodically on efforls by the
United Nalions and lhe specialized agencies to hire more disabLed persons and
to make their facilities and information rnore accessible to disabled persons."

A. Emplol.ment opportuni.ties for di.sabled persons

110. The Adninistrative Comnittee on Co-ordination (ACC) has repeatedly grven
attenLion to the quesEion of employnent of disabled persons in the United Nations
systen. At the request of the ACC, lhis issue r,ras exatnined for the first time by
the Consultative Cornmittsee on Administrative Quest ions/Per sonne I and General
AdminisErative Questions (CCAQ/PER) during its forty-first session in March 1975.
The CCAQ/PER noted at that session tbat the organizations of the United Nations
systen employed a liniled number of disabled persons. Al its fifty-second session
in 1980, it adopted a policy statement on the malter.

IlL. In 1981, the Consultative Cornmittee on Substantive QuesCions/Prograrnme Matters
(ccsQ/PRoc) received recorunendations on the subjec! from the inter-agency rneetihg
on lhe Internalional Year of Disabled Persons, held at Vienna on 27 and
28 October 198I. At the request of CCSQ/pROG (ACC/L98L/38/Annex III), the
organizational Committee of Acc referred the question of ernployment of disabled
persons to CCAQ/PER for further consideration on an urgent basis (ACC/1982,/8).

1l2. In conpliance with this reguesE, at its fifty-eightb session held in ceneva in
l,tarch L983, CCAQ/PER consi.dered the issue of enplo)rment on the basis of

/...
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document ACC/1983/PER/12 of 23 February 1983 ( "fnplolnnent of the disabled"),
prePared by the International Labour Organisation and the World Health
Organization, containing recomnendations for the iq)lenentatlon of the above-
rnentloned ACc policy stat€rnent on the €mplol.nent of disabled persona. xhe CCAQ/PER
endorsed those recornmendations and agreed that the ACC pollcy Etatenent should
serve as a guldeline to the united Natlons systen s'hen ernploylng disabled persons.

I13. The Acc policy statement sets forth a range of statutory provislons to enhance
eq)lotrnent opportunlties for disabled persons. It reconmends anong other thlngs
that "the organizations should consider the inclusion in thelr staff regulatlona or
ruLes of a phrase lndicating that in the fllrlng of vacanc{es there wirl be no
dlscrlmination on the grounds of the disabillty of a candldate who neets the
required gual i fications" . It calls for the adoption of a cotrmon poltcy by the
system on nedlcal clearance for the emplol.rnent of dlsabled persons. ft further
recorulends specific policy measures for promotlng awareness of the problens of
dlsabled persons, adaptation of the uork-place, transport to and fror nork-place,
flexible vrorklng arrangenents and social welfare to cater for the needs of dlsabled
enPloyees.

114. At its slr<ty-ninth sesslon in ,June 1983, the fnternatlonal Labour Conference
adopted tlro ner.v international instrunents! Convention 159 concerning Vocational
Rehabilitation and Emplolment (Disabled persons) and Reconnendatlon (168)
concerning vocational Rehabilitatlon and ErnploFnent (Disabled person6). Thesc neu
standards nere to update and supplenent the fnternational Labour Organlgation
Recomnendation 99 concerning Vocational Rehabilitation (Disabled) of 1955. These
new instrunents advocate, anong other things, the need to ensure enplolment
opportunities for dlsabled persons. Based on these reconunendations, the
fnternational Labour organisation adopted a policy, enbedded in its Etaff
regulations (att. 4.2), on the ernplol'rnent of dj.sabled persons. This article ras
irrcorporated in the ACC poLicy statement.

B. Access to United Nations buildings and facillties

115. At lts second session in 1980, the Advisory Connlttee for the fnternltlonal
Year of Disabled Persons recomended that the Unlted Nations and its speciallzed
agencles adopt a poticy to make all facilities accesslble to disabled perEon6
(A/35/444, sect. vff, recontnendation I (II), para 4(e)1. Upon the recomrendatlon
of the Conmittee, the General Assembly in paragraph 8 of resolutlon 35,/133 of
ll Decenber 1980, requested the Secretary-ceneral to examine the guestlon of acceag
to unlted Nations bulLdings, documents and inforrnation for persons with sensorlrl
dlsabilltles (visually and hearing- impa i red persons). rn response to this
resolution, tno studies of Unlted Nations buildings in Ceneva, New york and Vlennr
were carried out by consultants to assess the needs of persons wlth sensortal
disabilities. In 198I, as nentioned in docurnent A/35/444/Add.3, paragraph 3, the
secretary-General conrmissioned a sinilar study of nodiflcations for united Natlons
Ileadquarters bulldlngs reguired to neet the needs of mobillty-lmpalred persona.

115. The inplenentatlon of the reconnendations contained in these studies has led
to partial nodificatlons of the physical environnent of the unlted Natlons
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buildings in Geneva and New
facilities of the office of
Geneva.

York, the vienna International centre' and the
the united Nations High corunissioner for Refugees in

C. Access to lnfolmation sources

U7. To date, persons wlth sensorial disabilities have litEle or no access to
information sources of lhe United Nations system. For persons l|ith imPaired
vision, United Nations documents and information naterial are generalty not ye!
available in either Braille or audio folnats. sone of the technical devices ehat
would enhance access to prinCed or video rnateria]. by visually and hear ing-inpaired
persons are still lacking in the United Nalions system. It is in recognition of
this that Che ceneral Assembly, in resolution 35/L33. paragraph 8, requested the
Secretary-General to conduct the above-mentioned study on access to documents and
infornation sources of the United Nations systen for persons nith sensorial
disabilities.

1I8. For hear ing- impa ired persons, sone of the United Nations docunenes and
infornation material are available on film and in other video formats. The
International Labour Organisation publishes BLINLTOC: nlnformation on the
Rehabilitation and Enployrnent of the visuauy Handicappedi in Braille. similarly,
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization publishes lhe
UNESCO Coqrier in English BraiIIe and in audio forma! in English, French, Korean
and Spanish. The Centre for Social Development and Hunanilarian Affairs, vrith the
assistance of the lrorld Council for the gielfare of the Blind, has transcribed the
world Progranune of Action concerning Disabled persons into English Brallle. In
I98I, two issues of the News from the IYDP secretariat grere nade available in
Engrish and French aruitF

I/. CONCLUSIONS AND RECC'4MENDAT I ONS

A. Inplementation of lhe t{orld Progranne of Action
concerning Disabled persons

II9. As indicaled in section II, the Secre tary-General of the Uniled Nations finds
it necessary that detailed guidel-ines on the implernenlation of the World Programne
of Action during DDP should be worked ouC as soon as possible for l4ember States,
bodies and agencies of the United Nations systern and concerned non-governmental
organizalions. Particular attention should be given !o the field of disability
prevention. Menber Stales should continue and, if necessary; strengthen the
National Disability Commitlees and in particular pay atEention that they comprise
representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities. In this context,
guidelines for the establishment and functioning of National Disabitity Cornmittees
as well as of organizations of disabled persons should be fornulated.

B. The Trust Fund

I20. !4any activiEies at Ehe naeional, regional and international levels are being
undeltaken to implenent Ehe recommendations of the $orld Progranme of Action
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concerning Dtsabled persons. There is, however, a great need to increase the frowof,. resources to developing countries in the fields ;f disability pr.rr.ition,rehabilitation and equalization of opportunieies for persons wiih disabiriti€s, anda need for further financial support for implementatron of the programrne of Action.
I21. The Trust Fund has been an instrument for promoting l developing andstrengthening activities concerning disabled p.i"on"1 it has, in rnany cases,comprenented other resources that have b€en nide availabre for such ;ctivities, 1thas arso enhanced co-operation among bodies of the united Nations system, betweencoverrunents and betvreen organizations dearing with the question of iisabreo persons.
122' The Generar Assenbly, in its resolu ELon 37/53. proclaimed the perioar r983-r9g2united Nations Decade of Disabred persons as a rong-lerm plan of action, on theunderstanding that no additional resources fron the united wat.ions syst;n wourd beneeded for this purpose' Extrabudgetary resources wourd therefore bi necessary andthe Trust Fund, by implication, ,"oufa U. a means for financing many of theactivities to be undertaken at che nationarr regional and internacionar revels toimplement the world programme of Action auring ine Decade.

i?3,. Tl: new nane proposed for rhe Trust Fund, rhe United Nations Fund onur-sablrrty, would be consislen! wrth the new dinensrons of the Fund and it,sincreased activities for inpr.enentation of lhe programne of Action during theUnited Nations Decade of Disableat persons.

124. The General Assenbl-y in paragraph 5 of its resolution 3?,/53 encouraged thesecre tary4 eneral Eo find che ^.unr lo provide the centre for sociar Deveropmentand Humanitarian Affairs of the secretariat with the necessary resources to enableit to ensure the folrovr-up of the rnternationar year of Disabrear persons and tofaciritate the inprernentrtlgl 9f the lgorrd programrne of Action concerning DisabreatPersons. Such resources will be considered in the context of the overallrequirements of the proposed 1986-t9g? progralme budget submission.

I25. The United Nagions system has initiated various measures to improve enploynentopportunities and access to its buiralings, facilities and information services forpersons wich various types of disablrities. To help achieve the goar of fullparticipatioh of disabred persons in the activities of the uhited Nations systen,the General Assernbly passed several resolutions, and the Aatrninistr at ive conmrtteeon co-ordination adopted a policy shatenent on enployment of dlsabred persons.
Some studies on these subjects were carried out,.

126. To underscore the
fol-Iorring measures are

sustained efforts of the United Nations system, the
recornmended for inplemeneationa

(a) All organizati.ons of the united Nations system shourd nake efforts roimPlement at the earliest possibre date the recommendations contained inparagraph r52 of the worrd progranme of Aclion concerning Disabred persons to nake
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aU its faciLities totally barrier-fre€ and to encourage enplolrment of disabl-ed
Persons in lhe entire United Nations sysLeni

(b) The Aalministrative Comlnittee on Co-ordinacion policy 6Eatenent on
enplolment of disabled persons (ACC/L983/9, should apply to aII United Nations
organlzations aa a guldeline fo! recruitnent and provision of services to disabled
Peraons.
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ANNEX I

Tolal income

Subtotal

ToeaI expenditure

Persons

I.

Income

Pledged contribuCions
Public donations
Ingerest income
Mi.scellaneous income

Expenditure

Staff and other personnel costs
TraveI
Contractual services
Operating expenses
Fellowships, grants, other

Prograrune support coses

Excess of income over expenditure

351 371
146 535

'JZ 
L I>

6 580

836 561

076
986
640

b_L

2
5

204 76L

274 466
31 961

306 427

530 234

Statement of income and ex enditure for thebienniun I982-1983 ended :1 December
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Assets

Cash
Pledged contribueions unpaid (schedule 15.4.I)
Accounts receivable

Total asseta

Liabilities

Unliquidated obligations
Due to uniled Nations General Fund
Deferred incom€

Total l iabil i ties

!'und balance

Balance available I January 1982
Add: excess of incorne over exPenditure

Balance availabl-e 3l Decenber I983

Total liabilities and fund balance

II. statenent of assets and liabilities as at 3I Decenber 1983
(dollar s )

L 6L7 737

1 s68 689
22 755
26 293

30 926
23 332
20 755

10r2 490
530 234

L 542 724

7s 013

r 6L7 '137
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ANNEX II

Developnent Ne]sle tter,
(e) Econonic and Socia1 Corunission for Asia and the pacific Social

1. Promotional ac tiv i ties
l' The rnternational year of Disabled persons (ryDp) Trust Fund, rdith a nodestfinancial contribuEion and technical input (g4G,678), has helped iacilitaceregional gatherings in Africa, Asia and tha l."ifia, Latin Anerica and l{e6tern Asiain L980-1981. to inprove exchange of infornation and exper ience anong countriesnaving sinilar curturar backgrounds and levels of deveroprnent. riresi gaetrerrnqshave urrinately paved the_way for the devel.pnent of regional ana suurigionalactivities in the disability field. In this regard, the IyDp Trust Fundcontributed s88.000 torvards financing the forrowing projects init.iated as afollovr-up to the above-fiEntioned regional, gatherrngsr

ju) caribbean symposium on Technicar co-operation and rechnicar Assistance in
^rngsEon, Janaica, fron 17 September to 30 Oceober I9g2,

(b) Exper. conference on utilization of Local Manpower and Technology forDisability-Related services in Rural and poverty Areas or the Asia ana pacitic
Region, in Manila, philj.ppines, February 1982i

(c) Summary of Regional ?echnical Informatl.on on Disability preven.ion andRehabilitation for the Asia and pacific Regioni

(d) Econonic and social corulission for Asia and che pacific project on Asiaand the pacific Regional Resource Network programne for streng thening- RegionarTechnical Co-operation in the Disability field1

tf) East and Southern African Conference on RehabiLiLation (Mbabane,Swaziland, I to 19 November 199A,

(s) consultations of the chairman of the senegalese Deaf Association, with21 African counrries interested in the estabrishrnent of a panafrican research andlraining institute on deafness,

(h) Preparation by the Economic comnission for Africa of a xegionar prograrruneconcerning disabled persons.

2. Resources disbursed or earmarked anounteq to $Gg0r750. The followingactiviti.es have been financed under the IYDF Trust Fundr

(a) The First and Second Executive !4eetings of the Worl-d Coalition ofwith Disabilities, February l-9gLr California, the United SCates of Anerica,
Persons
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(b) The First world congress of Disabled Peoples' International (DPf) '
Singaporer Decenber 1981, whlch adoptett a charter, a plan of action' a manifesto
and-a- deciaration called the singapire Declaration of DPr. The DPI world council
ueeting held in Tokyo in .lune 1982 decided on the preparation of a developnent

P.ogr.i*., the organization of leadership tralning setninars in developing regions'
and the creation of a world-wide network of national and regional organizations of
disabled per sons t

(c) Disabled Peoplest rnternational self-helP Training Prograrflnes anong

Dlsabled persons ain at encouraging and facilitating training of disabled persons

i.n developing regions in organizational developnent, leadership development and

technology slaring. Ninety disabled people fron 45 developing countries
participated in and received training at leadership training seninars' rt is
estimated that about 50 organizations beneflted from prograrnmes that national
urnbrella organizations of iisabled persons have initiated, and that several hundred

new organizations of disabled people have been establlshed at all levels since the

first DPI world Congress;

(d, Disabled PeoPles' rnternational seninar on the world Programne'

20-25 August 1983, Turku' Finland. As a foIlow-up to this seninar' a kit ra'as

produced to includ€ guidelines for DPI national rePresentatives on hor., to implenent
and disseminate the world Programne i

(e) A DPI self-helP training prograrnme for disabled persons in the GuIf area

is being PrePared i

(f) Leadership Training seninar of the west African Federation of
Associations for the Advancement of Disabled Persons was held on 7-15 December 1982

in Dakarr senegal, with the particlpation of leaders of disabled persons
organizations fron 13 West Alrican countries and representatives of international
diiabled persons' organizations from canada, France and the united states of
America. The Seninar identified five priority areas and proposed a plan of actlon
oftheFederationforlgs3.whichwasadoptedbytheFir6tGeneralAssemblyofthe
Federation held in Dakar on 16 Decenber 1982. The Prograrnne of activities includes
the publication of a newsletter, the strengthening of the atready existing
organizations of disabled persons in the subregion, the assistance to groups of
disableal persons to helP them establ-ish their own organizationst and the
development of smatl-scale development projectst

(s) strengthening the capacities of the west African Federation of
Associations for the Advancenent of Disabled Persons, for the purpose of the
inplementation of Ehe above progranne of aclivities is being planned' of the

15 organizations for alisabled persons in the west African region, t$o organizations
nlll benefit frorn the training course, four organizations ill recleve consultancy
services and four persons IdiJ-I benefit from study toursi

(h) Support to the world Council for the welfare of the Blind to issue
Internatlonal Newsletter for the Deaf-Blind (1983-1984 edition). The issue
contained b.i.t report"-6i-iEiTfiEl6ffintt in education, rehabilltation and socla]
servLces to sensorialLy disabled persons, reports on research activltles and newa

about developments in the field (number of copies: 1,000 ink print and

l,000 Brallle) t
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(i) supporr to the world council for the t{elfare of the Blinat: ulith thesupport of the Trust Fund, the councir 
"orro.n"a a conference in paris in Aprir 1983of organizations of and ror aisiuieJ-;.;;;;";; .liscuss the possibility.oftransforning the proposed tnternationii iiuou, 

-o.gunisaeion 
recorunendation onvocat.lonal rehabil itation 

. 
and enployment into a conventron, in vier{, of theproxinity of the rnternational r,lU"u, coni.ienfe, wtrictr was to be held rn June lhe

lllitli"i'""31is iniciative achieved its ouiective, as nenrioned i.n ciapter rr,
(i) support to the-Association des centres pour handicap6s drAfrigue centrare(ACHAC ) | r'ith the objectiy: ot promocing ."-"pJrution among AcHAc nerrbers so as rolmprove the situation of disable. p.;;;=-;r-ile centrar African subregl.n, andhelp AcHAc beconing a crearing-ho"". tor-ti. J*.hurrg. of infornation aia tnowteage1n the field of disabil i ty.- among the ii""""pfr"i. central African countries.Twenty-one organizations are at presenf meniers of ACHAC in the followingcountries: Burundi (5) r 

-Carneroon- 
tfl . n 

"nia-tO) and zaire (9). T enty_sevencentral African centres ror aisaUreu' i.r;;;;; inr"n ur" not yet AcIrAc nembers,Inlght become rnenbers lrhel th: project :." tuiiy"op"rational: cameroon (B),congo (3), Rr.randa (2) ana zalre (14) ?

(k) support to the senegalese Association of tb" Deaf, to undereakepreparalory activities for establishing a panafrLcan research and trainingrnstitute on deafness' This rncluares .on"uiiraion. of the chairnan of theAssociation nith 20 Afr ic"'"q,iu."""-;.;;;:' :;:"#ilI':: fi:"ff ::i,":;:::l:i.^::ffi1;.:;TlPersons. It is expected that ih.". ..ti"ili., 
"i.lL lead Eo!

(i) The harnonization of policies and proq
hearins disabiriti.es i;-;;;;;.-;; ;il::T::"::ilff:'::rfffi:H.:::n,"ustaff training are concerned,

(ii) Possibre adoption of statutes of a panafrican institute on deafness,
(iii) The creation of a panafrican deaf organrzatroni
(iv) Adoption of a cornnon strategy on the funding of the project,
(1) support to the 

-rnternationar League of societies for persons with !,tentaLHandicap (a federarion or es socieii;; ;;-;;-.;;"rries on five conrinenrs). TheLeague has organized an incensive asian rrainii; workshop in ramily Managenen! otProblens arisins from Menral 
- 
Retaroacion ii ;;;; *"rg, 12_tB April 19g2. Thirreenleans of chree persons each from 12 countries ii tt. a"i"r, region participated in

ili*lli*tn"n' Itlenbers of the teams r""i"l"i-. -p"rent 
' a reacher and a cornmunr.ty

{m) support to the Inlernational Federation of
-publication of Braille International, t" ."nu"n" ."Meetins, ana to-EEEE-fGE-G-F6-Fuu_.".,niliJ., i"

the Blind (IFB), for the
IFB East-Asian Comrnittee
Kenya and Zaire t



A/39/ Lgr
Engl ish
Page 38

(o) SupPort to the Pakistan Association of
a Resource and Training centre for Blind onen'
trained by the Cenlre in home-nanagement skillst

(n) Rehabilitation InlernaEional has proPosed to slinulate and rnonitor action
insetectedtargetareasofdisabi].itypreventionduringtheUnitedNationsDecade
of Disabteal persons. Sin;1e basic taiuit. and infornation kits on Polionyel'iEis'
fanilyinvolvement,trafficaccidenls'planningandactivityforthedevelopmentof
organizationsrepresentlngdisable.lPeoPleandtheirfaniliesv'illbedeveloped.
ItlsexPecledthatabout200organizationsrepresentingdisabledpersonswillbe
lnvolved in the activitY,

(p) Association nalienne Pour
the context of primary health cale,
disabled persons in rural areas.

the Blind for the establishmenL of
Thirty to 50 blind vJonen vriLl be

la pronotion des handicap6s physiques' i{ithin
the Association ltill undertake training of

3. Studies and Research

(c)
nanual t

3.Theareaofdisabilityst'atisticsreceived$168'000tofinancethefollowing;

(a) conPilaEion and analysis of census nethods used in obtaining disability
data? co-operative advantaqes ina linitations of different types of census and/or

"ur,r.y 
qu.itions on disabirit.ies in the region covered by the Economic corunission

for tlestern Asia (Egyptr Iraq' Lebanon' Syrian Arab Republic) t

(b) Development of statistics and indicators on disabled persons' using

household sutveysr including the hol-ding of an Expert Group ueeting on Developmen!

of Statistics on Disabled Personst

Follow-uP activities: finalization of lhe rePort for publication of the

(d) Assistance to GuIf counlries in che field of disability slalisticst

(e) systematic enumelation of disabled persons in the congo'

4. Other studies includ€: Lhe preparation of ECA and ESCA? regional progrannes

on disabled persons' and an EscAP st;dy on disabilicy in selected least-developed
countries. Research and sEudy on deaf persons in Africa and the Midd1e East'

PreparatoryactivitiesfortheestablishingofaPanafricaninstiluteondeafnessi"a'tn. ae-velopment of a Panarab sign language, and the Preparation of a manual on

co-operatives of disabled p€rsons.

, 4. Educalion, training and related equipment

5. This fielar cornprises lhe Iargest activity of the Fundrs resources: $247,550
have so far been released. The Projects financed concern:
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(a) Development of teaching and learning materials for disabled children and
youth, and for training dlsabled wonen ln hone-nanagemen! skills in Egypt, pakistan
and Uruguay (Braille textbooks, speciaL equipment and technical aids) i

(b) Training of visually disabled persons in basic agricultural practices,
the developnent of agricultural techniques and educational methods appropriate tovlsually disabled persons and alternative rural employment opportunities (Tunisia),

(c) Integralion of disabled persons ln rural areas by up,grading traditionalrehabilirarion skills (Mali),

(d) Developnent of lransitionat opporeunities for disabled graduates in the
produclion workshops in order to equip them rdith pre-employment experience
(srraziland) t

(e) Establishment of a national vocational centre (Sudan),

(f) Training of trainers in organizationat development (MaIi, Senega1,
Disabled PeoPIes t International and the west, African ['ederation of AssociaLions for
tbe Advancement of Disabled Persons) i and in family nanagemenE of problens arising
from nental retardation (fnternational League of SocieLies for Persons with l4ental
Handicap) and the training of nentally disabled adolescents {Haiti} t

(9) Upgrading of skills of inslruclors and training technicians in
proslhetics/or thotics and community-based services and locally produced lechnical
aids (Ljubljana, Yugoslavia - Rehabilitation service, Dominican Republic and
l4editerranean and Near East countries)t

(h) Technical training of disabled persons lhrough radio and televrsl.on
courses and egulpment of a lraining centre (Lebanon) i equipnent for a blind
rnusiciansr orchestra in zairet subf,eglonar lraining course for existing personnel,
lechnical aids and relaled expenses in East Africa.

5, Exchange of technical inforrnalion and transfer of know-how
and technology

6. The arnount of money spent tolals 915G,299 of nhich $Zg,Zg5 were disbursed for
the financing of the following activitiesr som€ of which have already been
mentioned above t

(a) Sulrutlary of regional technical information on disability prevention and
rehabilitation in Asia and Pacific: a compilalion of technical infornation data on
country progrannes and services disseminated to all countries of the reqion on a
biannual basis t

(b) The Econonic and Socia1 Corunission for Asia and the pacific social
DevelopnenE Nerrsletter on fYDPr information kits, Ieaflets and nanual 6i-TT3aUiflty
prevenlion and farniLy involvemenC by Rehabilitalion Internalionalt World Council
for the Welfare.of the Blind, International Newsletter for the Deaf-Blind (1983 and
1984 editions),
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(c) African Rehabilitaeion .lournal, v.rithin the framework of the African
Rehabilitation rnstitulet fnternational Federation of the Blind, Braille
Internatj,onal r English contracled Braillet Appropriate Health Resources and
Technologi.es Action Group (AHRTAG), manual on lower-linb prostheses suitable for
developing countr ies,

(d) Hest African tr'ederation for the Advancenent of Disabled Persons {Bulletin
ot Liaison) ' Sri Lanka, IYDP Bulletint

(e) Turkey IYDP conmittee (translation and publication in Turkish of the IYDP
Plan of Action).

6. National and regional programnes and national planning

7. There is a great need for pl-anning and integrating activi.ties related to
disability r{ilhin Ehe overall socio-economic plan and it is expected that more
resources will be devoted !o this area in the years to cone, especlally during the
Decade of Disabled Persons, gnder this priority arear whictr received $120,000' the
followj.ng activities have been undertakenr

(a) Regional cornrnissions: Assistance t'o che Economic connission for Africa
and the Economi.c and Social Conmission for Asia and the Pacific for the preparalion
of regional prograrunes concerning disabled personsi

(b) Assistance to developing countries, at the request of their Governments,
in the preparation of national prograrunes and the review of existing programmes or
projects i

(c) Support to IYDP National Cofiunillees in Sri Lanka and Turkey.

7. support services and regional institutes - i.mplenentation of
isions contained in ceneral Assemblv resolut

and raph 178 of the Horld anrne of Act
concer Disabled Persons

8. General Assembty resolution 36/77 ot I Decenber 198I stresses bhe lmportance
of strengthening support services for lhe exchange of technical information and
fransfer of technology and know-how, as weII as other activlties for the
developrnent of technical co-operatj.on in the tields of prevention, rehabililation
and equalization of opporgunities in developing countries. In paragraph 178 of the
world Progranne' the Member States are encouraged, in co-operation with leglonal
bodies and corunissions, to establish regional (or subregional) insCitutes or
offices to pronote the interests of persons with a disability, in consultation with
organizalions of disabled persons and the appropriate internalional organizations.
The institutes should also provide other aclivities relaled to the objectives of
the 9lorId Progranme.
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...r"iil "H;::::r* 
trainers' includins the el-aboration or exchanse or basic

(d) Developnent of models of services.
I0. The yugoslav covernm€nt has formed a Co_ordinaei.on Conmietee for thePrepararion of the progranme of the service and impr-ementation of the relatedpreparatory neasures. The covernment has furthernore provided 300,000 yugoslav newdinars for the inltiar activieies 

"r tn. 
".i"iae and earnarked a certain anount itsnational indicative planning figure for this purpose.

11. The Rehabilitation
:::eu,:":, necessary *"iiiil;fii ::":i:"1*:',llll'lii;,ill."j,i.i.iii'i1l,,",suppor! for Lhe initial activities 

"f tf,.-i"r"i"e, and the coverrunent of thesocialist Repubric of sl.venia cornpreted in May 1984 the construction of theInstilute's new wing where the Service is situated.
12' so far' the foll.r'lng acti.vities were organizeal by ttte Ljubljana service3

(a) An rnternationar seninar on conxnunity services and locally producedTechnical Aids for Disabled persons, f_ZZ O"t"iu" L9g2, attenaleat by Zd experts frona1I regions of the worlal,

(b) An rnternational Training course for rnstructors in pros thettcs/or thoticsof the Near East and Mediterranean Areas, 21 uuy fo f June 19g4, at.tenaled by39 participan.s and five observers trom it 
"ouii, i..=, five Uniteal Nationsorganizalions and three non-governnental organizations.

13. The IyDp Trust Fund contributed g1401000 for the financing of thesetlro neetings,

(b) Asia and the pacific

14. At the regional Level, support services in ctisabllily prevention,rehabiritation and equarization of oppo.tuniai"" for disabreal persons anong Asianand Pacitic counEries have been- initiatea [v-ii. 
"itirippines Nationar commis.ionconcerning Disabled persons. ?he philippinis support service intends to promote,rnitiate, assist and stimurate ttre rapii'gro"ti-ot ai"aui t lty-reratear services inthe Asia-pacif ic region.

(a) The Ljubljana Inseitute

:' The rechnical co-operalion support service for Rehabirltalion of Disabr-edpersons ar rhe Rehabirt.:.!1:.,1"::ilut.. in r,iuiriun, is based upon an offer nade bythe Government of yugoslavia nen'ioned in aoiument A/36/7LL and resorution 36/77.The service intends to undertake actiuiii."-riiii.n tt. following areas!
(a) Exchange of technical infornation, output,

"t"najll" l 
Tt uns fer of technology and know-how' including the deveropnent. of basic
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15. The objectives of lhe Philippines Support service concern the exchange of
information, the devetopnent of research and training progranmes for professionals'
pala-pxofess ionals and conmunity workers, the organization of a pool of experts
drawn fron the reglon to serve as task forces in the initiation and strengthening
of programme services Ytithin the regiont

c. The Caribbean area

16. Following a reconu[endation of Ehe Ca! ibbean synPosiun on Technical
co-operation concerninq Disabled Persons heLd in Kingston' Jamaica' from
27 siptenber to I0 october I982r a projece proposal for the establishnent of a

caribbean cenlre for technical co-oPeralion in providing service for disabled
persons lras elaborated. It is the intention that che centre wlll be organized as

an intergovernmental agency of the caribbean countries'




