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I. INTRODUCTION

1. M ike Ir4d plenary bseting, on 23 Septeoher 1983, the Ceneral Assembly decided
to include in ite agenda the item entitled "Torture snd other cruoel, inhoman ar
degrading troatment or punishment™. At its 4th plenary meetirs, on the same day,
the Asasmizly Jdecided to zllocate the item to the YThird Committes.

2 The Cosmittee considered this item jointly with items 93, 94, 95 and 96 at its
49th to - 5{:h, STth an) 55th meetisge, on 21, 23, and 25 tovembhs: amd from

2P Bovember to 1 Decesmbar 1983. An account of the Conmittes's discussions is
contained in the relovant suxmary records (A/C.3/I8/5KH.49%=54, “7 ana 59),

1. The Tommittes hacd befcre it she peport of the Erornmic and soclal Council,
chaptol U, Section A (A/3B/3 (Pact 1V;. 2/

4. At the 45cth pecting. on 21 Hovegtbhel, the Asgistant Secretary-General, Centre
for Husan Rights, sade an introductory stacement.

l/ Teo be issued l Otficipl Gecords of the Genesral Assembly, Thirty-eiahth

Sesnion, Supplesont Mo, IMII!—.F]L
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11. COKEIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Dratt resoletion A/C,A/IB/L. 31

£. At Lhe S4th meeting, on I8 Novembesr, the representative of the Ketherlands
int: “dured a dratt tesolution (A/C.3/38/L.31), entitled "Principles of Medical
Ethics®, sponsored vy Australia, Austria, ireece and the Netherlands as well as
Belgiun, Canada, Fiji. [taly, New Zealand, Norway, Samoa and the United States of
America, subseauently joined by Depark and Irelana.

k. At its 57th meeting, on 30 November, the Committee adopted Jraft resoclution
A/T_3738/L, 11 without & votg (see para. 9, drafe resolution I}.

B. [ratt resolution A/C.3/38/0.32

T At the Séth meeting, on 28 November, the representative of Sweden introduced a
draft resointion (A/C.3/38/L.32), entitled "Torturs and other cruel, inhuman or
dngrading trestment or punishment®™. sponsored by Austria, Costa Rica, Denmark,
Finlani, Greece, lceland, the hetrgrlaeds, horwav, Portugal, Spain anc Sweden as
well as Bolivia and Senvea., subseguently jJoined by Canaca, Cuba, Irag and Italy.

B. AL 1ts 4Tth weer:54, o3 10 Hovember, the Committes adopted dratt resolution
A/C.A/3B/L, 32 without & vote (Bee para. 9, draft resoletion 110.

111,  RECOCMMEKDAT IONS OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

8. The Third Committes recommends to the General ASsembly the adoption of the
toilowing dratt resolutions:

DEAFT RPESCLUTION 1

Principles of Medical Ethics

The General hasembly,

He_alling its recclotion 17/194 of 18 December 1962, by which it sdopted the
Frirciples of modicsl Exiics velevant to the role of health pevsonnel, particularly
pysicians, in the protectior ot prisoners and detainees against torture and other
cruel . inhumarn or degrading treatment or punishment, 2/

Alarmed Chat rot Intregoently meabers of the medical profession or other

heaith personnel are edaged in activities which arm difficult Lo reconcile with
the Principles of Medical Ethics.

"

PeCOgniEing the need tor the tull application ot thr Principles of Medical
Ethics wpd desiring that the principleés be given wide publicicy,

3__;’ Resolution 37,194, annex,
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1. Urges all GCovernments to take Weamures with a view to prosotli-a the
application by all heslth personnel ard Government offirials, in particular those
empioyed in iastitutions of dotention or imprisonment; of the Principles of Wedical
Ethics velevant to the fole of health personnel, particularly physicians, in the
protection of prisoners and detaine»s against torture and 2ther crue:, inhuman or
deyrading treatment or punishment;

2. Requests the Secretary-Gine 3l to disssminate widely and in as many

languages a8 possible the Primciblis of #edical Ethics and to issue a pamphlet
containisg the text of the PrinmCiples in the nix official languages of the Uniteq
Natione)

3. Calls upon all Governberis %0 Give the Principles of Medical Ethics the
widest poasibly distribetion; in particular imong medical and pareedicsl
asaocistions, and institutions of detentior or imprisonment, iv an otficial
language ©of the State;

d. Invites 111 releavant [ntergoy arpeental organizatione. in particular the
world Healfh ﬂﬂmiutim. and m-mtru-lnu" organizations concerned to bring
the Principles of Medical Ethics to the attention of the widest possible group of
individuals, scpecially those sctive in the medical and parssedical field,

5. Raguesti thc Secretary-General to report to the General Anseably at its
thirty=-ninth session on the steps takea by the United Nations and the relevanl
specislized agencies as well as by Governmsnts for thr dicsemination and
inplessntation of the Primciples of Wmedical Ethics.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 11

Torture and other cruth inhuzan of #ugradingy treacment or punishsent
Ihe Gensral Assesily,

Recrlling the Declarst umn on the Protection ot All Persons Lrom Being
“wbjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhusan or Deqrading Treatwent or Punishment,
adopied by the General Assombly in its resalution 3452 (XXX) ot 9 December 1975,

Bepring in mind article 7 of the International Covencnt on Cival ana Political
m'ﬂhtll y

Fecalling turther its resoclutions 317742 of 8 Deceaber 1977, in which it
requested the Commission on Human Rights to dvaw up a dratt convention on torture
and other crusl, inhuman or degrading trestment or punishasnt in the light of the
Principles smbodied in the Omclaraiior, and 312/6] of 8 Decamber 1377,

3/ See Besolution 2200 A {XX1), annex.
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wecalling that, in its resclution il of 5 September 1980, the Sinxth United
kations Congress on the FPrevention of Crise and Treatsent of Offenders ~xpreosed

the belief that the dratt convention should be tinalized at the warliest possible
time,

Considering that it was not possible Lo complete the work on the dratt
convent ion during the thirty-ninth sesgionh ol the Commission on Human Rights,

i. selcomes Economic and Social Council resolution 1983738 of 27 Kay 1583,
by which the Council authorized a meeting of or Open-ended working group of the
Commission on Human Rights for & period of one week prior to the fortieth session
of the Commission in order to complete the work on a drett conventlon;

r i Regquests the Cosmisegion on Humarn Rights to complete, at its fortieth
sesgion, a& a matter of highest priority, the drefting of a conventlon on torture
ard other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or puniihsent, with a view to
submitting & dratft, includino provisione tor the effective implsssntation of the
future o wvention, to the General Assemhly at its thirty-ninth session;

3. Decidor to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-ninth session

the jitex enritled "Torture and other cruel, inhusan or degrading tresteent Or
punishsent ™,



