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Letter dated 3 December 1981 from the Persanent Aenrésentative of Spain
to the United Wations addressed to the Secretarv-Geperal

In connexion with agenda item 30, relating to the Intermational Year for
Disabled Persons; I have the bonour to request you to distribute &3 an official
decument of the Gensral Assezbly the Pecloration drawn up by the Conference on this
subject held at Torremolinos, Spain.

. (Gigned) Juime de PINIES
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ANNEX
DECLARATION

The World Conference on Actions and Etra.t.g;iu“:'fw Education,

Prevention and Integration organized by the Spanish Government in co-operation
with Unesco and held in Torremolines, Malaga, Spain, from 2 to 7 November 15381,

Bearing in mind the Universal Declaraticn of Human Rights and other relevant
instruments of the United Nations and particularly the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child, the Declaration on the Rights of the Disabled Peracma and
the Declaration on the Rights of the Mentally Retarded Persens,

Stressing the urgent need to apply the concluslons and suggestions al’ the
present Conference, the prinziples which inspire the Long Term Flan of Action
af the United Mations Advisory Committee of the International Year of Disabled
Peracns and sich guidelines as provided by recent recoomendations, declarations
i pﬂ:ﬂll'm:!- of Mtimu}.

Deepl cLlcernHl at the fact that ten per eent of the world population is

arrmq in one way or another by handicaps and that the prospects are waraening,
!

Real firms the need to ensure Mull chesarvance of these puidelines and

deglarations ;

Exphasizes that pmml‘.imﬁ]h 4 post irpoctant action and that all atrategles

conceivable on the basis of present nowle!se should be applied to aveld

handicaps, with svery family and every person being provided with the mecessary
services.

{1} Participaticn by 103 countries, & internaticnal and § rezicnal orgasiza-
tiens, 17 intermational governmental and non-governmental organizations,
listed in annex.

{2) FProgramoee declaration of the Hinlaters of Health and Social Security of
the Azerican Ares, Madrid, October 1581. Report of the Special Comittes

i the dizabled and the handicapped, Canada, House of Comons,
February 1981,

(3} For example, recomendations of the Joint Comissien of WHO and the
Intermational League of Societies for the HMentally Mardicapped ;

Flan Macional Espafel de Prevenclén ; Unicel Prograsme of Actico for _
19821953,
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Underlines the importznce of mnﬂ:utlm[q}m int:r_p'-:um{ﬂna far a=

possible of disabled persons, steps belnp taken to ensure that every persen
receives rehabilitation services and other support and assistance that might
be needed to reduce the handlcapping effects of disability, in order to bring
about the maximm poatible integration of disabled persons and enable thes
to play a constructive role in scclety ;

Mindful of the crucial importance of educatlion, sclence, culture and informtion
in the 1ife of all perscas, and wishing to implement the above mentioned
recerpendations and peinciples, with a view to presoting the self-fullilment

of all disabled peraons and their full participation in social 1ire,

Affirms that public authorities, compotent organizations and ssciety as 3
whole should take into account, when preparing any medium or long-term strategy
cencerning disabled persons, the fundamental principles of participation,
integration, perapnalization, decentralizatien (sectorization),and inter-
professional co-ordination, auch that :

{a) Full participation of disabled peracns and their asscclations
in all decisiona and actiona concerning thes shall be ensured.

(b} Disabled persens shall have the benefit of all scrvices and
participate in all sctivities of the commmity ; likewise actieons
] atrategies of a general characti” wecdded on for the coommity
a5 & whale shall take due account of w.iholed persons.

{2} Disabled persons shall receive from the cormunity services
pdapbed to thelr specific personal needs,

vi)  Through decentralization and sectorization of services, the needs
of dizabled persons shall be taken into account and aatisfied
within the framework of the commnity to which they belong.

(8} Rehabilitation International : "Declaratieon of the Charter fer the BOsw.

(5} DECD report on "the Educatien of the Handica : Adoleacent Integration
in the Schosl®, pped e
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(e) The activities of the varicus prefessional orpanizaticns and
special bodies catering fom the nesds of disabled persons
shall b¢ co-ordinated in such a way as to promote the overall
development of their persomality.

Urges governments, competent governmental and non-governmmental organizations,
publie opinien, perzens who are disabled, thelr Fasmilies and all Ehose who
are associi-ed In one way or another with their sveryday 1ife, ecucators,
researchers, managers, statésnmen, to disseminate and put into practice the
principles of the lollowing Declaration, whieh it

Unanimeusly decides to adopt and solesnly proclaiss :

Artisla 1

Every disabled person muat be able to exerciae his fundasental right to have
full asccess to edueatien, training, culture and information. -

Article 2

Gowernmenta and matiecnal and intermaticnal crganizations must take effective
actiom to ensure the fullest possible participation by disabled persons.
Economic and practical support must be given to actions aimed at the \:-_-dur.lt.ima]
and health-care needs of disabled persons, and for the establiskment and
runndng of asseclatiens of di=zzbled persons of their fazmiliess, Thess assscin-

Ltions ia:st take part in plamning and decisico-making in areas that concern
disabled persona.

hrticle 3

Dizabled perzons must be glven the oppartunity to utilize their creakive,
artistic and intellectual potential to the full, not only for th  * o
benefit but also for the enrichment of the commanity.

Article &

Educational, cultural and communication programmes in which dizabled persons
are Lo participate sust be conceived and fsplemented within a plobal Mramewrk
of lilfelong education. In this respect, more attention should be Eiven to the
education®] aspects of vocatican] rehabilitatien and trafning.

S
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Article 5

Sa 23 Lo put the maximem of their capacity at the service of soccioty, all
persons with handicaps, especlally those with communication prodless, sust
have aceess to educabtional, cultural and Inforsation prograsmes adasted to
thelr specille needs.

Article 6

Educatien, training, culture and infopmatlon programnoes mast be aimed at
integrating disabled persons into the ordinary working and living envirorsent.
Such integration must bezin as esrly as poasible in the peraon's 1ife, In
ooder Lo bring thia about, dizabled persons must recelve approgriste educaties
and trafning, whabtever their peraonal siteation (in institutions, at home, in
achocls ete.), for as lang 43 necessary.

Artiele 7

In order to reduce the incidence of | andicaps and their harmful effects,
Eovert nents have the responaiblility, in co-operation with non-governental
organizations, for enaur.ng early detection ond appeopriste Lrestzent.
Educational prog asswes, in which information and guidance for parents plays
a very impor .nt orole, rust bw oeganited Fedm early i ency,

frtizle B

Family particlpation in the education, training, rehabilitation and develepment
of all disabled perzons muat be increased. Approcciale assistasnce muat be
provided Lo belp the Maeilies to Melfil their rale in this area.

Article §
—

Yducit e and other professionals respensible for educaticnal , cultural and
information progrismes sust alas be qualified bto deal with the specific
sltuations ard peeds of dizabled persoas. Their training must, consequently,
take account of this reguiresent acd be regularly brovght up to date,



AS 6165
English
Apoex

Page 5

Article 10

In view of the media's Influerce on public attituvdes, and with a view to
increasing the level of public awareness and solidarity, the content of the
Inforzation disseminated by the media as w11 as the training of media staff
miat fnclude aspechks corresponding to the nesds and interests of dizabled
peracna and prepared in consultation with their associations.

Article 11

Disabled persons masb be provided with the facilities and equipment necessary
for thelr cducation and training. Te this end every effert mest be made to
eruable the necesfarcy equipment to be mafesfactured in the developing counkries.

L]

Article 12

M1 projecta concerning urbat  development. the environment and human
settlements should be conceived in such a way 23 to facilitate the integraticon
and participation oi disabled persons ir all commumity netivities, particularly
in the Field of education and culiure.

Ariicle 1

Resesrch almed at increasing knowledge and its applicakien in furtherance of
the alss of this Declaration, especially for adapiing eodern techmology Lo

the necds of disabled person: and reducing the cost of fabrication of equipment,
must be encouraged and the results of such researeh disseainated widely im apder
Lo promite the educaticn, edtural development and employment af dizaol.d

et rSOOS .

Article 18

Fositl -e action on the part of governemits, Firms, professional erganizations
and trade unions ia reguired to inteduce special career guidanse, recrulbtment,
training and job advancesmmnt schries !n order to increase the marecs Sppar
*unities of dizatled persons.
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Greater international ee-operabice. Smong governmental and non-goverrenental ,
regional and interregional organizations, including rechnical assistance with
the part’culer als af setting up data banks and regional centres for personnel
tralning arc the preparation and disseminaticn of pograsmes, i3 a prerequisite
for isplementing the principles set farth in the pressat Declaration.

Article 16

It iz the responaibility of States to implement the present Declaration ;

to this end they should take all passible legislative, technical ard fiseal
Peakires and ensure that disesbled perspna, the's asssoistions and specialized
non-governmental organizations participate in the elaba-ation af uich measures.



