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I. INTRODUCTIOR

1. At its Lth plenary peetine, on 18 September 1981, the General Assembly decided
to include in its agenda the item entitled “Question of & convention on the rights
of the child"” and to allocate it to the Third Committee.

2. The Committee considered this item jointly with items 75, 85, 87 and 91 -
at its 27th to 30th meetings. op 22 to 30 October, and on 2 and 3 Hovember 1981,

The vieus expressed by representatives of lMember States on this item are contained
in the summary records of those|meetings (A/C.3/36/SR.27-38).

3. The Cormittee had before it the following documents:

(2) Report of the Economic and Social Council, chapter XXIII
. (A/36/3/8a4.73 (Part I)); 1/

(b) Ouestion of a convention on the rights of the child: document submitted
by Poland (A/C.3/36/6).

L, At the 27th meeting. on 22 October, the Deputy Director of the Division
of Humen Rights made an introductory statement on the item.

II. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.3/36/L.1L

5. At the 2Tth meeting, on 72 October, the representative of Poland introduced
a draft resolution (A/C.3/36/L.1L) sponsored by Afghanisten, Algeria, Argentina,
Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bulraria, the Byelorussian Svviet Socialist

Republic, Colombia, the Conpo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, France,
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. 1/ To be incorvorated in Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty sixth
Seszion, Supplement No. 3 (8/25/3/Rev.1).
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the Gernan Democratic Republic Germany Federal Republic of Greece, Guyana,
Indin Jnm.nmn, Jordan lhx‘!mxucar Hexico, Mongolia Ihmr:i:o Hew Zealand.
Hmerm, _ mun ?anama Peru the Ph111Enines, Poland §£a_.j.n Sri Lanka ,
Surinene, the Sﬂim ﬁrnh Punhlic Urumuay, Venezuela K Viet Ham ' !urrc:siama and
Zaire later joined by An:ola Dolivia, Chad, Democratic Yemen, the Dominican
Republic . ZIl Salvador, l':uuatnr:l.-.ul Cuinen Ethmpxa.,, the Gambia, Gumea.,,

Guinesa Bisﬁau, the Lao ?eapla s Democratic Republic, the L1byan Arab Jamahiriya .
!hlx, Ihzanbxque Hicaragua. Rwanda,k Saint Lucia, Sao Tome and Principe. Somal:.a
the Unner Volta, Yemen and Z:mba.bwe.

6. At its 30th meeting on 3 Hovember. the Committee adopted the draft
resolution without a vote fsce para. "]

IIT. RECOMIENDATION OF THE THIRD COiMITTRE

T. The Third Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the followinrs draft resolution:

fuestion of a convention on the riphts of the child

The General Assembly

Lecallint its resolutions 33/166 of 70 December 1978, 34/k of 18 October 1075
and 35/131 af 11 December 1970

Hindful of the vitel linl: between programmes ben pfiting children and the
observance of their rights, and a broader and more cofprehensive framevorl: of
over--all econuitic and social development in conditionk of neace.,

Convinced that the fresh and necessary impetus tp activities generated by the
International Year of the Child should be maintained and that the new nerspective
it has created should Le followed by appropriate action in the years to cone.

Reaffirming the inportant role that the United Uetions Children’s Fund has to
nlay in the subject matter concerned.

Avere of the importance of an international convention on the rights of the
child for the protection of children's rights and improvenent in their situation.

flaving in mind Commission on lhmen Rirhts resolutions 20 (JOXIV) of

8 Harch 1'-"'Iu 2/ 19 (0XV) of 1k iareh 1979 3/ 36 (XXXVI)} of 1 March 1900 %/
and ‘6 (OVII) of 10 llarch 1931, 5/ as veil ns Fcononic and Social Couneil

2/ fee 0*:‘1‘:1;*_1&1 iecorcs of the Economic anc, Social Council, 1978,

Sumnlenent io. % (Z/1¢70/3:), chan, }D:'“I sect, A.
of Ihic., 1070 Swvalaie: ~ (7/1979/36), ehay. 1IV, sect. A.

e pa— _._..__.-.,_‘_,,

k/ g, , 1230 Swmleient o, 3 (E/1980/13 and Corr.l), chap. XXVI, sect. A.
5/ ITbid. 1981 Supplement io. 5 (%/1981/25 and Corr.l), chap. XXVIII sect, A
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resolutions 1978/18 of 5 May 1978, 1978/L0 of 1 August 1978 and Coancil decisions
1980/138 of 2 May 1980 and 1981/14k of 8 May 1981,

Noting with appreciation further progress made in the elaboration of a draft

convention on the rights of the child by the Commission on Human Rights prior to
and during its thirty-seventh session,

1. Welcomes Economic and Social Council decision 1981/1kk by which the
Council authorized an open-ended working group of the Commission on' Human Rights
to meet for a period of one week prior to the thirty-eighth session of the

Commission to complete the work on the draft convention on the rights of the
child;

2. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to give the highest priority
to the question of completing the draft convention:

3. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance to the
Working Group in order to ensure its smooth and efficient work;

L. Decides to include in the provisionsl agenda of its thirty-seventh
session the “tem entitled "Question of a convention on the rights of the child".



