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1. CEver zince it became independent 150 years ngo, Ecusdor has alwvays cheosen to

resmect the dimnity of the hu=an person and has prohibited all cruel, inhusan end
degrading trestment or punishment; thet choice is given concrete form in the whole
constitutional process of the Republie, culmineting in the Political Chorter which
ceme into forece on 10 August 1579.

. TFaithful to its treditions, Ecusdor signed the major international instrusents
on husan rights, such as the Declaration of Human Rights, Paris, 10 December-15L0;
the Internationel Covenant on Civil and Political DRights, ifew York,

19 Decesber 1966: and the Latin Americen Convention on Human Rights, San José,
Costa Rica, 22 Seveober 1969. All these internationel instruments are lews of

the Depublie. Furthermore, article Lb of the present Constitution states: "“The
Stpte guersntees to all individusls, vhether men or women, who coze under its
jurisdictien the free end effective exercize and enjoyment of the civil, political,
economie, social and cultural rights specified in the declerations, covenants,
conventions and other interrational instruments nov in force.”

3. In Title II of the Constitutior, "Rights, Duties and Guerantees’, there is a
Seetien I "Riphts of the Hi=an Person”, artiele 17 of vhich provides: "Everyone
shell enjoy the follewing guarantees: inviolability of life, integrity of person,
and the right to full physical and moral developnent. Torture and eny form of
inhumen or degrading treatment shall be prohibited. There shall be no capital
puniskment. The aim of the penal system shell be to achivve the re-education,
recatilitation end reintegration of the offenders in society.”

L. The Suprese Lav therefore mrohibits not eonly physical torture but also moral
torture, and even torture which is not chysical but invelves o disregard ef humon
dinnity. !"oreover, within the lernl system, torture is a punishable offence which
must be investipated, and those vho oractice it, connive st it or conceal it are
punished.

&. Out of respect for humen dignity, illegal detention without due process of

1er for more than LB hours is prohibited. To ensure that this rule is respected
recourse to Habeas Corpus is provided for in the Constitution. Anyone vho

believes thet he hes been illegally deprived of his liberty may inveke thig right
on his own account or through snother person before the lisyor or the Fresident of
the Council; the cunicipal authority ic=edistely orders the appellant to be brought
before hir and requires the order depriving hic of his liberty to be produced;

vhen the antecedents h=ve been investigated and are found to warrant it, he orders
the aprellant's relense (art. 19, para. 16, subpara. J).

f. In the curricula of the Police Training Schools and the Advanced Training
Institutes connected with thez, speciel sttention is given to the study of the
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provisions of the Constitution ond the penel laws relating to husen rights end the
constitutional pusrantees wvhich protect all the iphebitents of the Republic, so as
to ensure that they are respected in the fields to vhich they eoply.

T. The prison resulations contain the legel rules prohibiting torture, as does
article 65 of the Regulations of the Crizinal Investization Depertnent of the
Folice, which states: "“In accordence with the lew, the use of any kind of =oral
or physical torture es a means of obtaining ctatesents is strietly forbidden; the
Frovineciel Chiefs fof PﬂliEE? shall be responsible for ensurine cooplience with
this provision.,"

B. Article 141 of the Code of Crininel Procedure strictly prohibits the use of
torture, inhuzan treatzent or the use of druss or sinilar measures to obtain the

testicony of the gecused,

9. In accordence with the Constitution, a Court of Constitutional Guarantees has
been established and is in operation; its povers include that of “teking cognizenee
of cocplaints of vieletions of the Constitution made by naturel or juridieal
nersons; preparing the cave apninst those responsible and, unless the penal low
applies, preparing the ilational Chamber of Deputies, or, if it is in recess,
plenary meetinps of the Legislative Committees, either to prosecute then or to
order them te be prosecuted, as the case cay be."

10, A5 cen be seen, Ccusdor's record of respect for end protection of human ripghts
is &5 vhite &s snow and shovs that the line of conduct edopted by both the rulers
eénd the ruled = under Just lavws = has alvays lein within the framevork of the
deflence and promoticn of the huwen rights and fundamental freedcoms which are
enjoyed by everyone without distinction ns to race, creed or sociel stotus.
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