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1. At its Tirst eguler sendion of 1979, the Eccnomic and Social Council sdopted
decinion 19T9/25 of 9 Moy 1979, in whieh it decided to take note of the text of a
Declaration on the Richts of Dear-Alind Persons, sdopted by the Helen Keller

Yarld Canference pn Serviges to Deef-Blind Yaurhs and Adults on 16 Saptesber 1977,

end to bring AL to the atteotion of the Cenernl hazembly at its !{tirt!-fﬂr-rlh )
tecsion a3 part of the Assumentation sub=itted wmder the ites entitled “Internaticosl

Year for Dicohied Fermons'.

2., fhe text of the Secleration on the Rlghts of Deaf-Blind Fersons is anhexed.
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AMEEY

Ieclaration on the Fi; hts_of Deaf-Hlind Perzons

Article 1

Lyery degf-blind pergon fo entitled to enjoy the vmiversgl riphto Lhpt ore
puarantess t¢ oll people by the Universal Declapatien of Funan Nights and the
rights provided for all disabled nersens: by the Pecloration cn the Rirchts of
Dizebled Persons.

Article 2

Deal blind persons have the ripht to expeet that their capobilities and
tagir aspirations to icod & normal Life wvithin the cormmmity and their ability
Lo do 50 shall be recopnized and respected by all fovernments, adainlstcstors,
cdusational snd pehabilitetica personnel and the prererel public,

frtdicle 3

I'mwaf-biind paroons hawve the rirht to receive the beat poasible mmedieal
Lreatment and ecare for the rectoration of =ipht ond hearinp mad the servicez
required to utilize reszinipr sipht 2nd bhearing, ineluding che provisicom of
the poat effective optical end hearins alds, gpewch trainminc, when sppropriate
and otber forra of rehebilitetion intended to socure maxitun independence.

friicie L

Eeal-blind perscms have the rifht to econcoic security Lo emsure 8 sati=Taclary
standard of liviny and the right 0 sscure veork coroensurate with their capabilities
snd gbilities or to engage in other neaninsiwl taszks, for vhich the reouisite
cluweaticn and training zhall be provided.

Articls 5

Beaf--blind peracna shpll heave the rFifht o lead indepepdenl lived o=
invezrated meobers of the fazily end corennity, including the rirht to live om
thelr ouvn or to carry and raise o fasily. there o deaf-blind person lives
within a family, the preatest possible supmeri shall be provided ve the whole
Tamily unit by the sppropriate sutiorities. If institwticnal care is advisoble,
it rhall be provided in such surroundinss oaod under such conditions thet it
regebles normal life as closely ma possible.
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frticle §

Dewo-blind partoms shall have the right, and st no cost, ta the sepvigces af
an inter, eter wvith wvhem they ean communieate sffectively to raintein contect
with othe & and with the anwviysrment.

Article T
Boal-blisd persons cheall have the ripht to current nevs, inforoction, reading
matter and educptionnl material in A medium and farm which they cen masimilate.
Techpicnl devices thot cowkd ssrve te thiz snd shall e orovided and mesearch
in this garco sholl be eacouraced.

Article §

Deol. blind persons shall have the ripht to engape ip leigure-~time
regreatignel sctivities , which shall be provided for their becerit, and the
Tight Bnd gpportusity to orgonize their cm elubs or sssocintions for self-
irprovenent and zaciol betterment,

Arricle O
Pool Bling perecnis z2hnll hawve the ripht to be copsulied an all matters of

dir¢ct conocrn to thew pnd ta lér.l pdvice ond protection arsindt inproper
abridgeooent of their rights dee to their disabilicien.

for pwpases af irmlerentotion off Lthe Ceeclorotion on the Rishts of Deaf-Blind
Fersoad, the definition of deaf blind wercons is a5 follows

Perouns Jhe heve subsdtential vlaual end hearibf losscs such thot

the combinacion of the twe couses coxtrems fifficueley ip nurowit of
cducational , vocaticnal , avorcsticnal, or socinl skills.
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