UNITED NATIONS

Dizstr.
GENERAL pEERAL
ASILS250
ASSEMBLY 6 Junc 1979

ORIGINAL: ERGLISH

Thirty-fourth session
Ited T9 of the prelimicary list®
NTERNATIONAL TEAR FOR DISABLED PERSODHS

Hote verbale doted 20 Avril 1979 (rec the Fermancnt Miszion of Viet Ram
to the United latinns sddressed to the Sceretamy-lencral

The Fer=anent Minsjon of the Sociatisl Republic of Vicet lnz to the United
“arions presents its compliments te the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and has the honour to transsit to him herewith the report on the care given to

the Jdisabled persons in Viet Bam, provided by the Ministry of War Invalids ang
Sucinl AfTairs of the Socinlist Republic of YViet Hem.

The Ferzanent Mission of the Socialist Republic of Viet No= requesis tnat this
report, witich is related to General Assembly resolution 324133, be circulated as

wn crricial document ol the Jeneral Aszembly under 1tem 79 of the preliminary
list.
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HAeoort on the care riv ¢ the gisabled persons in Wiet o

1. Though Viet Ham ic an cconomicnlly urderdevelioped country which had to
underps 80 years of living under Frepch colonialisa, it slwveys considers the work
of taking cart of the life of the people in Fenerul and the disabled in particular
an extremely Important tesk of the S5tate. The Governeent of Viet Noum, Mully
conseious of the fact that thoe pegple are the masters of the society, has attached
the same respect for the rignt of the dizabled s for that of other ordinary neople:
it also created all conditions for the disabled Lo enjoy eouality. In Viet Han,
the disabled persopns' rirht to equality has been manifested in the care given to
ther by the State end mass argapizetions ip health, education, vocation with «
view to rehabiliteating the dissbled to the maxicum of their rexeining copabilitiss
and enabliop trem Lo take part in the labour life mpd in the general activities
of the society. Along with the care [tiven to the disabled, Viet Upm attaches a
constant inportance to the disability prevention messures in other Aspects such as
in producstion, protection of mcther and chil.d, transportation, eptertainsents,
thysicel culiure end aports.

€. The rights to labour, health care, sceinl inserence of every Vietnapese eitizen,
including the disabled, pave becn canfirred in the 1996 Constitution and the 1959
reviged oRe of the Democ-atic Sepublic of Viet lem. ©On 26 November 1966, the
Covernoment Council of the Depocratfic Republis of Viet Hom prooulpnted Circulser

oo 2K contninins conerete provigions on the care Given to the disabled persons
feoh g stipulatine that sdminisrrations at the base leve] have Lo arrange employmoernt
for the ilizabled, orpanize production instillations svitable to then {louns .,
eremnt lon or reduction of tax, naming & specind nueber of commeditiss to be
rroduced by the disabled), set up institutions for the research of emnloy=ent and
menufazturing of everyday life tools apd fapilitien for the dizebled, icEue
reffulations on supplying or selling prosthepes to the Aisabled, receivipgs those
affected by poyehiatric disorders and assipn to the “inistrey o War Invalids amd
forin] Affnire the duty tc open edugntional mnd vorational aschoois For the younr
disubled. The whole porulation takeo part in the services for the disabled and
mLiEs orpanizations assist in the work alopg with the momipnistration.

3. The Vietnomese Stote has always given good care to the worhers' heslth, to
the prevention of occupationnl diseases and lsebour accidents. In LGWT, the
Decocratic Republic of Viet Nam promulgated the First law of labour stipulating
that all enterprises should put into practice peasures ensuring labour safety and
tanjtation for the workers in production. Tn 196b, the Governmept Gounci® or

Viet Nap prosulpated nnother lav on the protection of labour, put into effect

the settin: up of & system of inspection of safety technigque and protection of
labour attsched to the Ministry of Labour- each enterprise has its crganization in
charge ©f safety techninue and protection of laboui . Inm 1971, wn {nstitute Tor
tcimnce of labour protection was established in ¥Viet Nam' it had the task to study
the couses of lobour accidents mnd technical seasures to protect labowr. Durine
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the tiue of the resistance against United States aggresszion for national galvatiun,
thoupn oary factories, enterprises and mines ware atrocicusly destroyed, others

hod to be dispsrsed and scattersd, the work af labour protection was piven

speciul mrtention ond closely coobiped with the people's vir defence. Since the
liberation of southern ¥iet Nam, the Prime Minister of the Governcent issued
continoed circulars and directives op labour protection and improvement of the
vorkinn coaditinons for workers. The Ministries of Labour and Health and the
Generkl Cenfederation of Trade Unions, working topether with institutes for
reaearch, co-ordinate their efforts in stwlying about sccupstional digeases amonp
the workers working in conditions where toxic contamination and intense noise

are involwved ond take timely ceasures to combat the reducing of workers' labour
capecity and prevent disebility. In the event of a labour accident, the worker
rocaives 130 per cent of his salary during the period of treatzent; then, il he
s1.i1 iz nble to continue his work, he will get 2 pubsidy or ir he loses hia lesbour
-npucity mirl has to atop wurking he will et B pensicm equel te 60 per cent af

the salary fe accrued belore the accident In cmse he has to ghift to & new
wepention end his new seleary is inferior to the previous salary, he will prt o
subridy vqual to the belunce, etrc.

k.  Menefiting froa the guiding principle of prevention in the service cf public
regltk, and 4 network of health services reaching out over the coudntryside asnd
being increasioaly streafthefed, with the developed work of protecting mother tnd
chmild, mpd hroad vaccination snd continued disseminution of cducation on sanitation,
mapy disenses causing diswbility have been reduced day uwiter doy, such os discases
cousing Blindneso, paralysis Tever cte. With remard to the carclysis Tever AQODF
phildret, the ad-inisterine in broad masses of orel taking of sabin preventive
medicine hae succeeded in reducine from 3.17100.000 affected In 1961 to

LTS FLAY 000 i 1979 in avrihern Viet Hanm,

©lace the literotion of souttern Vier Mum and nnticral reunification, the
iosversment of the Socimlint Republic of Viet Hom has Jdone its uviegst in giving care
1o disabied victims of war and to handicapped chilaren. 1In southern Viet ban,
cuntres af rehcbilitation remeining Ivom the old régime have resumed their
crera=iza amd are strenithencd, expanded and equipped witn more facilities.
Fontres damamed by the war were repaired, sueh as the -juy Nhon Center. Every yeal,
these ceptres received thousands of war victimes to be rehabilithAted,.  In northerh
Viet ‘in= . the Governoment has buill rehabilitacien convalescent house for victims
of war. including speciml hcouses for those paralysed by spinal earrev infection,
or those affected by cerebral woundszs., Those who had chronic paychiostric diseases
vere rehasilitated in meny provinciel installetions or installstions belonging to
the Miniatry of War invalids snd Social Affafrs. To supply in tire prostheses Lo the
dinabled persons, the Viet Nam Covermment har bu'lt, wvith the nasistance given by
the Cerman Democratic Pepublic, the Ba Vi Centre of Flastic Surpery Technique in
He Toi e produse semmi-finished parts to pupply to rehabilitstion centres. A
netunrh of rehabilitation and plastie surgery -¢ntres is beine groduslly formed in
the whole country: <ach centre ipn accordance to the populaticon and geographical and
cconoDirsl conditions will cover & specific area from at least ¥ million inhabitents
up %o wt most il @illion. I the digpabled has difficulties in Mnoncinrm artificial
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parts, he can get them free of charpe and if ke has to take training exercize he
will get supplessntary food. Orphans who hove serious disebility such ma deafl-nute,
mentnl deficiency, mental diseases, paralymis, polioeyelitis, recclved care Crom
State-run centres for over-all rehabilitotions The depf=mute ¢hildren are

pdnitted to courses of general educotion, rehabilitation of hearing cupscity, vooal
drill and vocationmal training. Mepy such courges for deaf-mute have been orpanized
in districts such a3 in Hai Phone or in precinecs like in fda Hoi City. The former
Lai Thieu Instituts for the deaf-gute in southern Viet Nam (pow the Thuan An School
for the deaf-Bute attached to the Ministry of Wor ’nvalids spd Social Affairs} hos
been cxpanded and provided with larfer oducational ztaff.

. Vocational rehabilitation for Jisabled persons is the funde=zental content apd
alzc a basic reguiresent in the zervices given io the disobled. Regarding disabled
children and adults es well, wark of vocational rehabilitation apd arranrements of
coployeent are eptirusted to gdministrations et wll levels. In many rerions, there
were producticn tesms of the blind, deoal or perslysed: in agricultural
co=pperativea, considerate attention hag bteen given for on appropriate use of the
disabled persons’ cepecity. Therefore the disabled have a self-reliapt life. For
those who no loppger have labowr capacity, core was piven to thes by the State and
mans organizations in thelr homes or in the dizabled core centres i€ they hove no
support.

T+  The Governmsent of Viet Nem assigned the vork of rehabilitation of the disebled
persons 1o the Ministry <f ¥War Ipselids and Social AfTairs and this Hinistry hes
close relotiona with the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, 'Hnistry of
Labour, cte. . to carry out their plan of rehobilitation.

a. In the very pard sonditions of ar cconemically poor country, Just coming out

of o lons war ond beirg afprenned by the Yeking expansionists, suffering from netural
colomities and Tloodst, the Socielist Repuolic eof Vist Hoaz exerted cverr =ffort
passible Lo towe care of the distbled porsons, create food conditions for them to
cnjoy equality with the entire population in politics, economics, culture. Howwver,
the above-rentioned difficelties put lizitations (o our work. Dizobility

prevention in the Fiedds af jproduction, trapsporcation, orevention of diseases Trom
Birth ctill Has not yo* achieved the full content of its programme’ therefore there
still eaist lobour and troaffic accidents nnd disesses which should nat have oceurred
if there vere enpuh tochpical equipsent and expericneced specinlized techniciens.

The resaining wrong ideas about liberolisw. customs apd ormetices in the daily
activities of the populaticn who is livinp in the period of shifting from small-scalce
oroduction to larger stale production are causer of the inadequate chscrvance of
rerulations omd rules of safety in labour and in corcunication. The eatablishment
af o lepinlecion concerning the dismbled peraons should be piven Dore attention.

9. The process of moking =ndeavours te bufld and ensure the right to be maslers
and enjoy equolity iz not dissocimted Crom the eguselicy and Creedom of thg whole
nation. Jnly vren the country amins Tull ipdependence. in which there exigt

no intustize o eaplolitetion of man by man, then the disabled persons may enjoy
equality. T.aefore the strugrle for the disabled persons® ripght must link toa~ether
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with the strusgle Tor national libermtion, the strupple for establishing a aew
récice  a new order, without exploitaiion of pan by man end buildinyr up socialism.
However , thoste achievesents constitute just an initiml step to build the politieal
cquality of the disabled persone: in order really to bring about a happy ard
pleptiful life to the disabled, to give then “stability in material 1life =nd
happiness in =2oral life , to have & healthy and pleasant 1ife, the couptry should
have peace and succeed in bulldipg a proaperous ecomocy. That is why, in the recent
past Viet linz has perseversd ip fightiog against all bellicoss acts, and all
vipALsionists ' manoeuvres desipned to disturd the Vietoazcse people's life of

cegee, Triendship and co-aperation.

iC. Since the liberation of the spouth, Viet Mam has received aspistance ;siven
by variods orpenizotions and Jovernments to the disebled persons in Viet fam,
towever, taking into account on the requirements needed for helping the dizabled
respbilitate in their lebouring life, in dmily activities in society apd for
rreverting froo dicwbility, the Governoent of Viet Ham believes that it is in
aeed ol 2ore assistancs,

1i. The situetion of the disabled persons in Viet Bnm heg been precented in
e Tiloz Hielie’s report to the United Mations Centre for Social Pevelorsent and
Avmanitarien Aarfeirs efter his return from & visit to Yiet Heam. The figures miven
it the report anly refiected the situstion of the disabled vietims of war or
dizntled frem birth defects, data on the Sisebied who lest their labour capacity
because of cvcupatioral digesses were not ipcluded. ete. To help ¥iet So= Dosscas
oore conéitions e bring about equality to the disatled persons, the Government af
¥Yiet ¥a= progoses that assistance be Curther riven in neslth pervicea, lobour
rotection SIaterials o Sase prosthases, transportntisn means |, vocatienal trninine
and =nler:iale 1o hely the disabled eqrn their livins after vocational courtes,
TreLGine of spesislists in rehobilitwtion, dis.emineticn of experiences and =aterimls
encerning rehebilitetiaon of the disabled, prevention of labour emeeident,
copatiork] Jdlseases, and bullding ingstellations for reseasch in lebour

STt ion,



