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THEATIENT OR PFURIISESNRT

Hote the Secretary=Gensral

L. The present note contains inforoaticn en the action teken by the Commissicn

on Human Fights and the Sub-Commissicn on Prevention of Discriminution and
Frotection of Minorities regerding the guestion of torture snd other -~ruel, inhucan
or degradipg treatzent or punishzment since the sdoption by the General Assembly of
resolutica 31/85 on 13 Decesber 1976.

2. On L March 1977, the Cocmission on Muman Rights, at its tairty-third session, 1f
held at Gepeva from T February te 11 Mareh 1977, adopted resolution B (MXNIII), by
vhich it requested the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrizination and Preotection
of Mnerities to preseat to the Co=mission at its thirty-fourth zession o
cozprehensive recort on the elaborstien of o body of principles for the protection

af all persone under any form of detention or imprisonment, to be submitted to the
Geaerpl Assembly st its thirty-third session, in accordance vith Assembly

regsolution 31/85, and decided to consider this item with priority at its
tnirty-fourth sessiecn.

3. At iis thirtieth session, held ot Geneva from 15 August to 2 Septecber 1977,
the Sub-Commizsion on Prevention of Discripination and Protection of inorities had
tefere it, in accordance with its resclution 3 (¥XIX) and its decision 2 (X¥XIX],
inforz=aticon from Governments, speciglized agencies, regionel intergovernoentel
erganizetions and INTERPOL, relating to the protection of the human rights of all
persons under any form of detention and imprisonzent (EfCH.L/Sub.2/393 and Add.l
and Corr.l}, m synopsis, prepared by the Secretary-Geperel, of the material on
this subject received fro= non-governoental organizations (EfCH.L/Sub.2/39%), end

1/ For the report of the Coz=ission on its thirty-third session, see Official
Becords of the Econo=ic and Social Council, Sixtv-second Session, Suoolement No.

(Ef5527).
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the first draft of a body of prineiples for the protectien of all persons under any
forz of letention or imprisonment prepered by Ir. Zrilk Nettel, ‘Rapporteur of the
Sub-Cormissian (E/CLLJSub.2/395). On 30 August 1577, the Sub-Commission adopted
resolozions B (0], 9 (XXX) and 10 (XXX}, concerning the husan rights of persons
subjected to any forz of detention or ~<sriscnzent.

L., In its resolution 8 (XXX), the Su--Cormission, inter alis, recomoended that the
Cocmission on Hu=men Rights should request the Zconomic and Social Council te
authorize the Chairzan of the Sab-Cocsission to appoint e working group of five of
its me~bhers to peet for not —Dore than Tive wvorzing deays orior to the thirty-first
seasicn of the Sub-Commission to prepure a revised draft body of principles for
consideration by the Sub-Coonissicn at its thirty-first sessien. In peragreph 2 of
the sasme resolution, the Secretary-General was requested to drav up an anelytical
survey of the =aterial received during the first three snnual revievs cf developoents
conceraing the human rigsats of detained and icprisoneé persens, in order to precare
the Sub-Cozmission's pnext annual review of developoents in this field, pursusnt to
itz resolution 7 (XXVII). In paragraph 3, the Sub-Commission decided to give
orierity to this itez at its thirty-first session.

. In its resoluticn 9 (XXX), tae Suk-Comzission, gravely copcérned over recorts
ro= which it mppeared that in scze countries, Stote suthorities werce systemstically
rescrtin~ to arbitrary arrest, indefinite detention without trisl, torture or other
cruel , irhuman or degradicg treat=ent or punishoent of detainees, disappecrances
and su=—ery executicn of detained perscns and that such practices tended to becozme
imstitutionalized, called upon all tacse States whose suthorities resort to such
=ractices to discontinue then forthuith and to restorc full respect for basic

hu=an rizhts and fundanmental freedeoms. It decided to give urgent consideration

=z this gjuestion at its thirty-Tirst sessieon with a view to exanining wvhich means
within the coopetence of the Sub-lommissicn could be used to protect basic husan
rights in those countries where State authorities resort to the practices reflerred
to above.
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T In it=s resplutiom 10 (XXX), the Sub-Coc=iscion instructed two of its cesters,
Ve, Suestisux and Mr. Caicede Perdormo, to prepare for its next session the outline
gf a mrelicinary study on the icpliecaticns for huz. rights of recent developsents
i= *he situptions known af stite of siege or ezergency, with the assistance of the
Secreteriat and in the light of informatisn provided v Sovernzents on the
tesizlaticn and Jurisprudence applicekle o such cituatioms.
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