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TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, IZHUMAY OR DEGRADING TREATHENT
OR PIRIISHMENT

Draft code on medical ethice

Hote by the Secrstary-Oencral

1. 1In parecraph 5 of resolution 31/85 of 13 December 1976, the CGencral Assazbly
invited the Vlorld Health Organization to preparc a draft code on medieal cthics
relevant to the protection of perscms subjected to any form of detention or
iwpriscoment against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degreding treatoent or
punisheent, and to bring it to the attention of the Asserbly et its thirty-second
sessiom.

2. In this comnexion the Secretary-Ceneral hos the honour to transeit to the
mepbers of the General Assembly o letter dated 15 July 1977, which wes addresscd
to him by the Director-General of the World Heanlth Organization.
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AHITEX,
Letter dated 15 July 1677 from the Director-General

of th" Hnrld Health ﬂrEilltfﬂn to the E-rerutu:rv-
General

I have the hopour to tranamit to you & copy of resolution WHA3D.32, concerning
the development of codes of medicnl cthics, which vas adopted on 18 Mey 1977 by
the Thirtieth Vorld Heelth Assesbly.

The invitetion sddressed to WHO by the United Mations Genoral Assesbly in
resolution 31/85 on the elaboration of a draft code on medical ethicz relevant to
the protection of perscos subjected to eny form of-detention or imprisomment against
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading traxtoent of pmishoent hes been
brought to the attention of the Thircieth World Eealth’ Aspembly. I heve been
requested to trensmit the study underteken by the Cowmeil for Internatiooal
Orgenizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS), on behulf of WHO in pursisnce of this
resolution, to & futurc sessicn of the WHO Executive Board for its consideraticm
before being forverded to the United Meticng Gepernl Assesbly.

The Thirtieth World Health Assecbly olso requested me to ask you that this
resolution be brought to the attention of the United Maticna theral .l.:nmhl;' lt
its thirty-second session.

(Sigped) Helfdan T. MANLER
Dirccior-Ceneral
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AFPEMDIX

Resolution edovted by the Thirtieth.World Heslth Asserbly
on 18 Hey 1997

"Develonsrnt of coles of redical ethies”

The Thirtieth World Health Assecbly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on co-ordination within
the United Nations syster - zenersl matters, 1/

Recalling the invitaticns eaddressed to WHD by the United Nations Genersl
Aspembly in resclutions 3218 (oax); 3453 (0CX); apd 31/05 on the elaboration of a
draft code on medical ethics relevant to the protection of persons subjccted to any
form of detention or imprisonment apainst torture and other eruel, inhwran or
depgrading treatment or punishment:

Further recalling resoluticns EB55.R5L end EB5T7.RLT on this guestion:

Geeping in mind the document prepared by the Director-General, entitled
"Health mspects of avoldable meltrestment of priscnars and detainecs", which vas
submitted to the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime end the
Treatrment of Offenders and to the United Nations General Asserbly at its
thirtieth sessicm;

Considering that the arranpgements made by the Director-General with the Council
for Internationsl Orgenizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS) to undertake, oo bahelf
- of YO, a study cn the feasibility of & code of medical ethics relevant to torture,
adequately meet the terms of resclution EBST.RLT;

REQUESTS the Director-General:

l. To trensmit the study being underteken by CIOMS and its conclusions to a
future session of the Executive Board for its copsideration before belng
forvarded to the United Hations Gencrel Ausembly® and

2. To inform the Secretary-General of the United Hations of this resolution with

the request that it be brought to the attention of the United Hations Geperal
Aspesbly at its thirty-sccond session.

1/ Document A30/28.



