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Dear Dan:

Both y o u r s  o f  J a n u a r y  3 1 s t  and F e b r u a r y  13th have 
both come, a l t h o u g h  they  seem to t ake  an undu l y  long  
tim e to do s o .  The one o f  the 3 1 s t  d id  not get  here 
u n t i l  March 2nd which i s  about  t w e n t y - f i v e  days l o n g e r  
th an  a l e t t e r  between here and Washington u s u a l l y  t a k e s .
I  v e r y  much a p p r e c i a t e d  y o u r moving my a d m i s s i o n  to 
the Supreme C o u r t ,  and I thank you f o r  i t .  I was a l s o  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r a t e f u l  to r e c e i v e  the a r t i c l e  from the 
L . A .  T i m e s ,  and I ph ot o co p i ed  i t  and s en t  i t  on to Lyn 
Mostyn from whom I have not heard in  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .

I f i n d  j u s t  t h i n k i n g  about y our  l o s s  o f  s i g h t  and 
t r y i n g  to i magine i t  so p a i n f u l  t h a t  I s h a l l  r e f r a i n  from 
s a y i n g  more.  Your o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  the s i g h t l e s s  wor ld 
has not been a d e q u a t e l y  t r e a t e d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  l e a d s  to 
the r e f l e c t i o n  t h a t  p r i o r  to the i n v e n t i o n  o f  the d i c t a t i n g  
machine and tape r e c o r d e r ,  the c o n v e r s i o n  o f  the e x 
p e r i e n c e  i n t o  l i t e r a t u r e  must have been n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e .  
You say  t h a t  i n  y our  book you are d e a l i n g  wi th  more than 
j u s t  t h i s  pr obl em,  but  you do not e l a b o r a t e .  I was r e a d i n g  
an e s s a y  a w h i l e  b a c k ,  in f a c t  I have been r e a d i n g  the 
same e s s a y  f o r  about two y e a r s  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  not  p a r t i c u 
l a r l y  l o n g ,  on the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p o r t r a i t  o f  the Frenchman 
o f  the l a t e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  One o f  the p o i n t s  o f  the 
a u t h o r  i s  t h a t  the Frenchman o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  d i d  not r e l y
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on s i g h t  to the same e x t e n t  t h a t  we do t o da y .  In f a c t ,  
h i s  p o i n t  i s  even s h a r p e r  than t h a t ,  i n  t h a t  he s a y s  t h a t  
s i g h t  was not the predominant  s ense  as i t  i s  t o da y .  He 
a r g u e s  t h a t  h e a r i n g ,  s m e l l ,  and touch were f a r  more 
i m p o r t a n t  than th e y  ar e  t o d a y .  He succeeded in  c o n v i n c i n g  
me t h a t  t hose  s en s e s  were more i m p o r t a n t  but not o f  more.

I  thank  you f o r  y o u r  i n v i t a t i o n  to s t a y  w i t h  you in 
Was hi ngt o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t  does not l oo k  l i k e l y  t h a t  
I  s h a l l  g e t  to D .C .  t h i s  summer, but I do hope to g e t  to
the S t a t e s ,  and,  i f  s o ,  I s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  c a l l  you.  In
r e s p e c t  to g o i n g  to the S t a t e s ,  I s h o u l d  l i k e  to as k  you -
f o r  the second t ime i n  the l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  months - a f a v o r .
I have a p p l i e d  f o r  a g r a n t  from the N a t i o n a l  Endowment f o r  
the H u m a n it ie s  to a t t e n d  a one month ceminar  open to f u l l 
t i me p r a c t i t i o n e r s  from such p r o f e s s i o n s  as l aw,  medec i ne ,  
j o u r n a l i s m ,  b u s i n e s s ,  e t c e t e r a .  They a s k  f o r  the name o f  
the person most f a m i l i a r  w i th  my wor k ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
i s  s t i l l  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  you.  I would be g r a t e f u l  i f  you 
c o u l d  d i c t a t e  a few l i n e s  on the s h ee t  t h a t  I have e n c l o s e d  
and send i t  o f f  to the people  who are  l i s t e d  on i t .  I f  the 
t ime i s  s i m p l y  not a v a i l a b l e  to y ou ,  I s h a l l  o f  c o u r s e  
u n d e r s t a n d .

I a p p l i e d  to the f o l l o w i n g  s e m i n a r s :  Moral  Di lemmas 
i n  L e g a l  R o l e s ,  Rober t  M. C o v e r ,  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  Law S c h o o l ,  
Lawyers  and J u s t i c e  in  Amer ican S o c i e t y ,  J e r o l c l  S .  Auer bac h,  
Department of  H i s t o r y ,  W e l l e s l e y  C o l l e g e ,  and Changing  
Concepts  o f  the I n d i v i d u a l  and S o c i e t y  in  A m e r i c a ,  Robert  
F.  S a y r e ,  Department o f  E n g l i s h ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Iowa.  Two 
y e a r s  ago I spent  a week a t  H a r v a r d ' s  Summer Program t h a t  
the y  put on e v e r y  two y e a r s ,  and I found i t  p r o d u c t i v e  to 
g e t  back i n t o  the u n i v e r s i t y  e nv i ronment  f o r  a s h o r t  s p e l l .
Two y e a r s  h a v e  p a s s e d ,  a n d  I t h i n k  I am now r e a d y  f o r  a n o t h e r  
a c a d e m i  c T i m e r s  i o n , a n d  t h e s e  s e m i n a r s  l o o k  l i k e  j u s t  t h e  t h i n g

I hope you w i l l  l ook  upon the f l a t  I have above my 
o f f i c e  which in  turn  i s  l o c a t e d  about a q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l e  from 
my home as y our  French r e t r e a t  and w i l l  come whenever the 
d e s i r e  f o r  r e t r e a t ,  r e f u g e ,  or  repose s ho u l d  come upon you.

* With v e r y  b est  w i s h e s ,  I remain

As e v e r ,


